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CONFERENCE  OF  LIBRARIANS. 


ST.   LOUIS,    MAY  8-1  J,    1889. 


COMMON    SENSE   IN    LIBRARIES. 


ADDRESS  OF   THE   PRESIDENT,   C:  A.   CUTTER,   UBRARIAN   OF  THE   BOSTON   ATHENiCUM. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  American 
LmRARY  Association:  — 

In  obedience  to  an  unbroken  precedent,  I 
roust  open  this  convention  with  some  general 
remarks.    They  shall  be  on  Common  Sense. 

Common  Sense  —  what  is  it?  I  hope  no 
one  will  insist  on  a  definition.  Logicians  or- 
der us  to  define  our  terms  before  engaging  in 
discussion,  but  I  find  it  much  more  con- 
venient to  leave  this  one  a  little  vague,  trust- 
ing to  your  knowledge  of  its  general  meaning 
and  to  your  willingness  to  allow  a  certain 
latitude  in  its  use.  But  if  I  must  be  explicit, 
I  will  say  common  sense  is  my  sense ;  other 
people's  sense,  when  it  differs  from  mine,  is 
little  better  than  nonsense. 

One  definition  I  must  protest  against,  how- 
ever ;  I  cannot  agree  with  the  man  who  de- 
clared that  common  sense  is  thus  named 
because  it  is  so  t^common.  We  could  not 
conduct  the  affairs  of  life  if  this  were  true. 
In  our  own  field  common  sense  is  the  very 
characteristic  of  American  libraries.  We  must 
not  blow  our  own  trumpet  too  loudly.  We 
must  not  overlook  the  magnificent  accumula- 
tion of  books  in  German  and  French  libraries, 
the  good  fight  made  by  our  English  brothers 
against  prejudice  and  ignorance,  the  zeal 
and  the  complete  organization  of  the  Italians. 
Yet  I  believe  that  the  same  qualities  that 
have  made  our  nation  (with  certain  glaring 
exceptions)  the  best  of  pioneers — the  same 
fitting  of  means  to  ends,  the  same  suiting 
o|  the  man  and  the  thing  to  the  environ- 


ment, the  same  content  with  small  begin- 
nings, the  same  ingenuity  to  coqtrive  and 
quickness  to  seize  upon  every  improvement  — 
the  same  common  sense,  in  short,  have  been 
shown  in  the  spread  of  our  libraries,  as  in  the 
settlement  of  our  country,  to  a  degree  not  seen 
in  older  lands.  Our  libraries  have  been  like 
our  railroads.  When  we  were  poor  and  popu- 
lation was  scanty,  we  built  railways  in  the 
cheapest  manner :  two  planks  with  a  fiat  iron 
rail  spiked  along  them,  turning  up  every  now 
and  then  to  run  through  the  bottom  of  the  car, 
— a  tramway  rather  than  a  railroad.  The  Eng- 
lish traveler,  seeing  it,  wondered  and  sneered ; 
but  it  was  the  only  way  in  which  we  could 
build  them,  and  so  we  opened  up  the  country. 
Now  that  we  have  got  riches  from  the  terri- 
tory then  reached,  we  have  carried  our  railway 
system  far  ahead  of  any;  we  run  palace 
cars  across  the  desert.  So  our  libraries,  be- 
gun modestly  a  century  ago,  by  making  the 
most  of  a  little  and  by  the  use  of  mother  wit, 
have,  with  the  schools,  opened  up  a  great 
country  of  intellect,  have  extended  themselves 
more  than  anywhere  else  on  the  globe,  have 
become  a  necessity — at  least  wherever  the 
New  Englandergoes  —  and,  the  era  of  luxury 
having  come,  one  finds  them  on  the  frontier, 
or  what  was  lately  the  frontier,  at  Minneap- 
olis, at  Denver,  with  all  the  perfections  of 
material  and  personnel  that  the  Library  Bu- 
reau and  the  Library  School  can  furnish.  A 
century  ago  western  libraries  were  founded 
with  coon  skins ;  now  they  cross  the  prairies 
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side  by  side  with  the  concrete  sidewalk  and 
the  electric  tramcar. 

Yet  there  is  much  still  to  desire.  If  com- 
mon sense  is  not  uncommon  in  ordinary  life, 
no  more  is  blundering,  because  mankind  mix 
with  their  judgment  so  much  unreason  from 
passion,  from  fashion,  from  prejudice,  from 
thoughtlessness,  from  laziness,  from  habit. 
Even  the  most  practical  people  fall  into  most 
irrational  acts.  As  I  camef  here  I  saw  a  coun- 
try house  on  a  lake  bank,  where  there  was  a 
lovely  view.  A  bam  was  planted  between  the 
dwelling  and  the  lake,  the  house  turning  its 
back  upon  the  water  and  facing  a  cabbage 
field.  Was  this  sensible?  Is  it  sensible  to 
risk  one's  eyesight  on  the  ill-printed  news- 
paper in  the  vibrating  car  ?  Is  it  sensible  for  a 
man  to  devote  himself  so  closely  to  business 
that,  when  he  has  won  the  riches  which  au- 
thorize leisure,  he  has  no  health  to  enjoy  it 
and  no  tastes  which  leisure  can  enable  him  to 
gratify?  Is  it  sensible  for  men  to  '*put  an 
enemy  in  their  mouths  to  steal  away  their 
brains  ?  "  Is  it  sensible  to  waste  months  of  the 
too  short  school  life  of  5,000,000  children  in 
learning  the  vagaries  of  an  irrational,  inconsist- 
ent orthography  ?  Is  it  sensible — there  is  no 
need  to  lengthen  the  list.  Any  one's  observa- 
tion furnishes  him  examples  enough  of  the 
unreason  of  sensible  people.  Now,  let  your 
memory  run  over  the  past  management  of 
your  and  your  neighbor's  libraries  and  see  if 
there  also  you  cannot  pick  out  instances  of 
equal  blundering:  a  great  sum  spent  on  a 
building,  and  none  left  to  buy  [books ;  book 
funds  bequeathed,  and  nothing  to  run  the 
library;  a  librarian  appointed  because  he  is 
cousin  of  the  wife  of  the  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  or  an  old  classmate,  or  a 
union  soldier,  or  because  he  is  secretary  of 
the  Young  Men's  Democratic  (or  Republican) 
Club ;  a  book  rejected  for  religious  or  moral 
reasons,  and  the  rejection  made  known  in  every 
newspaper  in  town ;  a  catalog,  for  economy's 
sake,  prepared  by  cheap  labor,  so  that  the 
work  has  to  be  all  done  over  again ;  a  new 
building  made  barely  large  enough  to  hold 
the  books  already  belonging  to  the  library ; 
the  reading-room,  which  should  be  the  quiet- 
est place  in  the  building,  made  so  magnificent 


as  to  attract  crowds  of  sightseers ;  and  so  on, 
and  so  on. 

I  cannot  help  regretting  the  amount  of  time 
that  is  wasted  on  statistics.  They  are  inter- 
esting, but  they  are  costly  to  prepare  and  to 
print,  and  I  would  rather  see  the  time  spent 
on  making  the  library  more  useful.  Statistics 
are  like  the  notices  that  we  post :  few  persons 
read  them,  still  fewer  heed  them ;  but  we 
are  obliged  to  post  them  lest  we  be  asked. 
Why  did  you  not  tell  me?  So  we  must 
have  statistics,  I  suppose.  There  are  per- 
sons who,  like  children,  must  pull  up  their 
plants  to  see  if  they  are  growing.  And  they 
want  to  know  such  details, —  how  many  bakers 
and  how  many  candlestick  makers  use  the 
library,  what  percentage  of  fiction  and  what 
percentage  of  theology  is  used,  on  what  day  in 
the  year  the  most  books  were  taken  out  and  on 
what  the  fewest.  Yes,  it  is  all  interesting; 
looks  as  if  it  ought  to  be  useful;  is  sometimes 
needed  as  a  defence  against  the  attacks  of  the 
unfriendly ;  but  one  would  like  to  know  how 
often  any  practical  measure  is  the  result  of 
the  figures  so  laboriously  got  together.  Per- 
haps it  is  enough  that  they  sometimes  prevent 
foolish  measures  being  adopted. 

I  am  not  objecting  to  temporary  or  to  com- 
parative statistics.  Often  very  important  ques- 
tions in  the  management  of  a  library  can  be 
settled  by  a  little  investigation;  but  when 
they  are  settled  why  continue  to  make  the 
same  investigation  year  after  year  ?  For  in- 
stance, a  year  or  two  ago,  being  annoyed  by 
the  assertions  of  certain  impatient  people  that 
it  took  half  an  hour  to  get  a  book  at  the  Athe- 
naeum, we  kept  a  careful  watch  for  some  time. 
Leaving  out  half  of  our  circulation,  which 
comes  from  the  room  in  which  the  delivery- 
desk  is,  and  so  takes  too  short  a  time  to  meas- 
ure, we  found  that  the  other  half  averaged 
three  and  three-fifths  minutes  per  book.  Hav- 
ing made  the  trial  for  two  or  three  months 
and  finding  the  figures  always  the  same,  we 
dropped  the  investigation.  In  some  libraries, 
having  been  once  begun,  it  would  have  been 
continued  forever.  Comparative  statistics 
too,  such  tables  as  Miss  Cutler  and  Mr. 
Crunden  have  added  to  the  reports  which 
they  will  read  to  you  at  this  conference,  such 
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tables  as  ought  to  have  been  added  to  the  last 
census  report,  are  very  useful. 

I  have  wished  sometimes  that  I  could  see 
more  wisdom  in  the  employment  of  assistants. 
One  hears  not  infrequently  that  a  new  library 
is  to  be  opened  in  a  city  or  town;  that  the 
trustees  have  appointed  a  librarian  of  some 
experience,  and  assistants  with  no  knowledge 
either  of  library  work  or  of  literature,  and  that 
they  expect  the  b'brarian  to  buy  a  large  stock 
of  books,  arrange  it,  catalog  it,  lay  out  his 
system  of  charging  and  the  whole  scheme  of 
library  work,  in  the  mean  time  training  these 
raw-  assistants,  and  to  open  the  library  in 
some  incredibly  short  time  —  three  or  four 
months,  perhaps.  Formerly  one  used  to  hear 
of  a  similar  appointment  of  the  librarian  him- 
self—  some  ex-editor  or  retired  clergyman; 
but  that  folly  is  abandoned,  at  least  in  starting 
a  library.  I  note  also  another  improvement  — 
boards  are  beginning  to  hire  a  few  graduates 
of  the  Library  School  for  a  while,  to  help  set 
things  going.  But  the  time  allowed  by  impa- 
tience, especially  for  training  the  untaught 
assistants,  is  likely  still  to  be  too  short. 

In  fact,  there  is  not  any  one  thing  in  library 
work  in  which  less  sense  is  shown  than  in  fail- 
ure to  allow  enough  time  for  difficult  work,  and 
in  eagerness  to  have  a  thing  done  almost  as 
soon  as  the  resolution  has  been  taken  to  do  it. 

There  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  assistants.  The  librarian  ought 
to  be  given  the  entire  appointment  and  dis- 
missal of  his  assistants,  and  to  be  held  strictly 
responsible  for  their  work.  He  is  much  bet- 
ter qualified  to  judge  of  what  is  wanted  and 
what  is  done  than  any  one  can  be  who  is  not 
always  on  the  spot.  In  the  selection  he  must 
justify  his  privilege.  He  should  remember 
that  he  cannot  make  a  silk  purse  out  of  a 
sow's  ear;  and  he  should  not  accept  or 
should  dismiss  at  once,  not  merely  those 
whom  he  finds  to  be  unfaithful  shirks,  but 
those  whom  he  finds  to  be  slow,  stupid, 
clumsy,  illiterate,  especially  illiterate.  A  man 
can  hardly  hand  a  book  over  a  counter  prop- 
erly, a  boy  cannot  get  a  book  well  from  the 
shelves,  to  whom  it  is  no  more  than  a  block  of 
wood. 


Common  sense  has  much  to  do  with  the 
rules  of  a  library  and  their  execution.  Where 
it  prevails  there  is  no  red  tape ;  the  rules  are 
simple  and  elastic,  designed  only  to  secure 
equal  rights  to  all,  but  to  restrain  no  one  of 
his  liberty  needlessly.  Some  rules  must  be 
as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians ;  they 
must  never  be  relaxed  in  the  least,  because 
such  is  the  pressure  upon  them  that,  if  they 
are  broken  through  at  any  one  place,  they  will 
be  swept  away  entirely.  Such  in  my  library 
are  the  rules  that  prohibit  more  than  one  of 
the  "  new  "  books  being  taken  out  at  once  by 
the  same  person,  and  impose  a  fine  for  keeping 
new  books  over  time.  Every  one  wants  to 
violate  them  all  the  time.  As  long  as  it  is 
understood  that  such  rules  are  immutable  and 
unrelenting,  no  one  protests,  and  everything 
goes  smoothly ;  let  the  least  sign  of  yielding 
appear,  and  there  will  be  a  clamorous  crowd, 
claiming  concessions  as  precedents.  So 
when  a  boiler  gives  way  but  a  little,  all  the 
water  flashes  into  steam,  and  the  stout  iron 
ilies  in  fragments  far. 

But  there  are  other  rules  that  are  made  to 
be  broken,  or  rather  to  be  enforced  only  to 
restrain  impudent  encroachers;  and  others, 
again,  that,  while  generally  maintained,  should 
be  let  down  at  times  —  experience  only  can 
teach  when,  how  far,  and  to  what  people. 
The  object  to  be  aimed  at  is  to  give  the  greatest 
assistance  to  all,  to  let  each  get  as  much  out 
of  the  library  as  possible  without  interfering 
with  its  use  by  others.  No  written  rules 
could  ever  bring  this  about ;  nothing  but  the 
constant  attention,  thought,  judgment,  of  a 
librarian,  for  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
the  power  to  relax  rules  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  librarian  and  of  him  alone.  If  it  is 
intrusted,  except  very  sparingly^  to  assistants, 
there  can  be  no  uniformity,  and  there  is  some 
danger  of  favoritism.  It  goes  without  saying 
that  every  librarian  should  be  above  all  sus- 
picion of  favoring  any  one.  As  librarian  he 
has  no  dislikes,  hatreds,  jealousies ;  he  is  of  no 
sect  in  religion,  of  no  party  in  politics;  he 
helps  all  alike,  as  the  physiciaif  heals  all  alike. 
When  he  finds  among  his  assistants  one  who 
is  also  impassionate  and  impartial,  he  may 
intrust  him  or  her  with  the  dispensing  power. 
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In  the  choice  of  books  there  is  more  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  common  sense  and 
less  room  for  the  operation  of  definite  rules 
than  anywhere  else  in  library  management. 
The  buyer  who  clearly  sees  what  work  the 
literary  should  aim  at  doing,  and  follows  out 
his  course  consistently ;  who  yet  does  not  con- 
fine himself  within  too  narrow  limits,  remem- 
bering that  many  men  have  many  minds ;  who 
is  cautious  in  deciding,  remembering  that  when 
he  has  bought  a  book  he  cannot  buy  another 
with  the  same  money;  who  carefully  con- 
siders the  tastes  and  capabilities  of  his  readers, 
knowing  that  even  he  who  leads  the  horse  to 
water  cannot  always  make  him  drink;  who 
takes  especial  care  to  provide  the  books  that 
are  asked  for,  knowing  that  a  borrower  to-day 
is  worth  two  in  an  uncertain  future ;  who  con- 
sults the  critical  journals  with  the  greatest 
care,  and  is  always  open  to  suggestions,  be- 
cause two  heads  are  better  than  one,  will,  if  he 
has  funds,  get  together  a  well-selected  library 
or  deserve  the  praise  of  having  provided  an 
excellent  working  collection ;  and  yet  he  shall 
not  seldom  find  that  a  book  which  he  rejected 
is  one  which  some  inquirer  especially  needs. 

Rules  for  buying  one  can  hardly  give,  yet 
there  are  certain  general  principles.  In  litera- 
ture dulness  is  the  unpardonable  sin;  in 
science,  inaccuracy ;  and  in  those  classes  which 
are  a  combination  of  literature  and  science, 
like  the  historical,  both  dulness  and  untrust- 
worthiness  disqualify,  though  neither  alone 
would  be  sufficient  cause  for  rejection,  nor  both 
together  in  all  cases,  for  in  books  a  great  name 
covers  a  multitude  of  sins.  Soundness  or  un- 
soundness of  doctrine,  whether  in  theology 
or  philosophy,  in  the  social  or  the  natural 
sciences,  is  not  to  be  considered  by  the  buyer, 
even  if  he  thinks  himself  competent  to  decide. 
The  ability  with  which  the  views  are  main- 
tained, the  fame  which  they  have  gained,  are 
the  points  for  him  to  regard.  For  the  book 
which  will  mislead  the  reader  there  is  an  anti- 
dote in  the  book  written  on  the  other  side ; 
but  for  the  boyk  which  will  send  the  reader  to 
sleep  there  is  no  remedy.  Of  the  causes  for 
rejection  I  should  say:  Inaccuracy,  evil  in- 
tent, dullness;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is 
dullness. 


Even  worthlessness  is  not  always  cause  for 
rejection.  A  library  that  has  money  will  often 
buy  a  book  for  the  mere  perversity  of  its  argu- 
ment, the  density  of  its  ignorance,  the  extrava- 
gance of  its  style,  for  reasons  like  those  which 
moved  Augustus  de  l(f organ  in  compiling  his 
"Century  of  paradoxes."  A  great  library 
should  contain  monuments  of  human  folly  as 
well  as  of  human  wisdom. 

• 

If  there  is  any  question  on  which  common 
sense  gives  no  uncertain  answer,  it  is  in  the 
admission  of  fiction  to  the  public  library. 

To  many  persons  fiction  is  the  only  means 
possible  of  going  into  society,  of  meeting  a 
variety  of  their  fellow-men,  of  traveling,  of 
living  anything  but  the  dullest  and  most  monot- 
onous of  lives.  I  should  no  sooner  think  of 
excluding  fiction  altogether  from  a  library 
than  of  prohibiting  tea  and  coffee.  Both  of 
those  beverages  do  harm  to  certain  constitu- 
tions, as  fiction  destroys  the  fibre  of  certain 
minds ;  but  to  deprive  the  majority,  who  can 
safely  use  all  three,  of  their  enjoyment  for  the 
sake  of  the  weak  few,  is  not  the  American 
method.  In  a  college  library  one  may 
approach  nearest  this  exclusion;  for  a  stu- 
dent's reading  should  be  mainly  study,  and  his 
recreation  should  be  out  of  doors.  All  the 
fiction  in  a  college  library  ought  to  be  classic, 
to  be  literature.  Slip-shod  English  and  flabby 
thought  should  be  rigidly  kept  out.  And 
some  such  rule  may  be  usually  followed  in 
the  public  library  to  a  limited  extent.  Except 
in  the  great  cities,  the  public  library  is  obliged 
to  select  its  books ;  it  has  not  money  enough 
to  buy  everything;  why  should  it  not  select 
in  some  degree  for  literary  merit  ?  Without 
believing  in  salvation  by  style,  one  may  yet 
think  that  education  in  English  is  one  of  the 
functions  of  that  supplementary  school  which 
we  term  library.  Well-written  books  and  well- 
thought  books  are  not  necessarily  dull.  No 
one  calls  "  Treasure  Island  "  dull.  It  could  not 
be  better  written.  That  is  a  book  of  sensa- 
tional adventure ;  but  there  are  plenty  of  love 
stories,  domestic  stories,  character  novels, 
society  novels,  that  have  style,  interest,  move- 
ment, thoughts.  Provide  such  liberally ;  then, 
if  the  money  holds  out,  and  it  seems  necessary 
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to  add  the  vulgarities  of  Optic  and  Alger  and 
the  twaddle  of  Mrs.  Southworth,  do  so  spar- 
ingly. We  are  told  that  there  is  a  call  for  these 
last  authors  that  must  be  satisfied,  and  that  a 
library  which  lacks  them  and  their  likes 
will  be  deserted.  Undoubtedly  there  is  a 
call,  for  they  are  prolific  authors,  occupying 
a  great  place  in  the  catalog,  so  that  they 
continually  meet  the  eyes  of  readers,  and, 
moreover,  they  have  merits.  What  we  want 
is  to  substitute :  firsts  some  other  story-tellers 
who  have  greater  merits,  who  can  tell  as  inter- 
esting stories  better,  and  with  a  better  moral, 
and  next  to  substitute  in  part  some  higher 
class  of  reading  that  shall  give  more  informa- 
tion and  exercise  the  mind  more.  Something 
can  be  done,  as  I  here  said,  by  having  a  plen- 
tiful supply  of  good  reading,  all  interesting^ 
and  a  scanty  supply  of  reading  that  is  not  so 
good.  More  can  be  done  by  judicious  sugges- 
tion, when  advice  is  sought,  or  when  all  the 
books  asked  for  are  out,  the  greatest  care 
being  taken  to  recommend  books  that  will  be 
sure  to  be  liked,  avoiding  a  dull  book  like 
poison.  We  have  been  told  lately  that  sug- 
gestions will  be  resented  as.  impertinence; 
that  depends  on  how  they  are  made.  And  it 
has  been  said  that  in  a  busy  library  there  is 
no  time  for  such  work.  True,  that  is  one  of 
the  advantages  of  a  small  town  and  a  small 
library  but,  — but,  —  but,  —  almost  every- 
where there  is  a  chance  to  get  in  a  little  of  this 
influence ;  and  when  library  committees,  and 
the  public  that  is -behind  library  committees, 
wake  up  to  the  perception  that  in  this  supple- 
mentary public  school  which  we  call  public 
library,  it  is  their  duty  to  provide  teachers  as 
well  as  text-books,  the  attendants  in  the  deliv- 
ery-room need  not  all  be  merely  animated 
machines,  with  no  higher  ambition  than  to  pass 
over  the  counter  300  volumes  an  hour.  If 
there  are  several  attendants,  one  at  least  will 
be  competent  to  give  advice;  if  there  is  only 
one,  he  will  have  been  chosen  because  he  had 
some  knowledge  of  books — and  of  human 
nature.  Let  no  one  imagine,  by  the  way,  that 
this  attendant — whom  in  library  matters  we 
might  call  the  Adviser  or  Suggester — ^will  have 
an  easy  time,  or  that  a  successful  adviser  can 
be  found  everywhere.    His  or  her  qualification 


is  tact,  tact,  tact,  —  first,  last,  and  all  the  time, 
quite  as  much  as  book  knowledge.  Both 
would  grow  with  practice.  Two  other  quali- 
ties the  suggester  needs  —  enthusiasm  and 
unfailing  patience.  The  committee,  too,  must 
have  hope  and  faith,  for  statistics  are  silent 
here,  giving  scanty  indication  of  the  work  that 
is  done.  They  may  indeed  show  that  there  is 
a  fractional  percentage  less  of  fiction  and  more 
of  history  borrowed,  but,  as  usually  kept,  they 
will  not  indicate  that  good  fiction  is  read  where 
bad  fiction  was  read  before ;  they  do  not  indi- 
cate if  the  novels  taken  are  read  with  a  pur- 
pose or  not,  with  the  mind  open  or  shut,  if  they 
are  devoured  at  the  rate  of  one  a  day,  or  as  by 
the  young  people^s  society  I  knew  of  where 
"  Romola  "  was  gone  through  one  winter  and 
the  "  Tale  of  two  cities  "  another,  with  photo- 
graphs and  guide  books  and  consultation  of 
histories  and  discussions  of  character.  The 
effect  of  such  stories  read  in  such  a  way  might 
justify  Sir  John  Herschel  in  regarding  "  the 
novel  in  its  best  form  as  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful engines  of  civilization,"  or  prompt  the 
Bishop  of  Ripon's  glowing  eulogy  on  the 
usefulness  of  fiction. 

A  librarian  ordinarily  collects  pamphlets  as 
unhesitatingly  as  the  little  dog  nms  out  and 
barks  at  the  passing  buggy.  The  dog  could 
not  give  any  reason  for  it,  but  all  his  ancestors 
have  done  it,  all  the  curs  of  his  acquaintance 
do  it,  and  he  has  done  so  himself  from  his 
earliest  recollection.  Certainly  pamphlets  are 
often  good  to  have,  but  not  all  pamphlets  are 
good  for  all  libraries.  The  historical  society 
should  not  store  up  the  medical  tracts,  but 
send  them  to  the  medical  library,  and  that,  in 
turn,  will  send  its  legal  or  scientific  tracts 
having  no  bearing  en  medicine  to  the  law  and 
scientific  libraries.  Even  a  general  library 
may  well  hesitate  to  swell  its  cataloging  ex- 
penses, and  crowd  its  shelves  with  many 
classes  of  pamphlets.  How  great  is  the  prob- 
ability of  an  old  report  of  a  charitable  society 
in  a  distant  city  ever  being  of  use  ?  Of  course 
it  may  be,  but  is  the  chance  great  enough  to 
justify  spending  on  it  money  needed  for  other 
objects?  But  on  the  other  hand,  every  town 
library  must  collect  exhaustively  and  preserve 
tenaciously  every  book,  pamphlet,  map,  plac- 
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ard,  poster,  every  scrap  of  written  or  printed 
matter  relating  to  that  town  and  less  exhaus- 
tively to  the  neighboring  towns. 

A  broad  distinction  may  be  drawn  between 
purchasing  and  accepting  gifts.  A  gift  will 
not  infringe  upon  the  book  funds.  Still, 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  depletes  the 
general  funds.  It  costs  money  to  collate,  to 
plate,  to  enter,  to  acknowledge,  to  catalog,  to 
classify,  to  house,  and  to  take  care  of  a  book. 
Year  after  year  it  must  be  dusted,  and 
its  title  or  number  read  in  the  apnual  ex- 
amination; it  occupies  part  of  the  shelf- 
room  in  a  costly  building,  and  hastens  the 
time  when  the  inevitable  extension  must 
be  built.  It  is  a  very  costly  thing.  A 
library  committee  may  well  think  that 
they  cannot  afford  to  take  in  certain  classes 
of  books,  —  the  greater  part  of  public  docu- 
ments, old  school  books,  perhaps  old  medi- 
cine, law,  physical  science.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  librarian  would  be  a  very  efficient 
member  of  a  rejecting  or  a  weeding  commit- 
tee. He  so  often  finds  a  book  that  has  slum- 
bered on  the  shelves  for  years  to  be  just  the 
one  that  satisfies  an  out-of-the-way  inquiry, 
so  often  hears  a  reader  regret  that  the  library 
lacks  some  book  which  he  never  would  have 
thought  of  buying,  so  often  finds  the  pam- 
phlet which  is  rubbish  to  him  gold  to  another 
man,  that  he  can  with  difficulty  bring  himself 
to  give  up  anything.  What  delightful  literary 
use  Dr.  Holmes  has  made  of  old  writers 
whose  advice,  if  followed  medically,  would 
have  killed  all  his  patients  ! 

In  fact,  there  is  no  book  that  may  not  at 
some  time  become  useful  For  which  reason 
I  find  myself  very  much  out  of  sympathy  with 
those  who  are  talking  of  late  of  the  enormous 
growth  of  literature  and  libraries,  who  profess 
to  fear  that  the  public  library  will  in  time 
occupy  the  whole  site  of  the  city,  who  talk  of 
weeding  out  and  of  holocausts.  Books  should 
not  be  destroyed.  There  ought  to  be  great 
libraries  in  many  parts  of  the  country  to  which 
the  smaller  libraries  might  send  books  which 
they  could  not  afford  to  keep,  where  every 
book  received  should  be  religiously  preserved, 
where  one  could  go  with  a  reasonable  expec- 
tation of  finding  anything  one  wants ;  as  one 


goes  to  the  British  Museum  and  the  Bodleian, 
and  the  national  libraries  of  each  European 
country.  The  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  are  beginning  to  approach 
that  character.  They  are  not  enough  for  a 
country  as  large  as  ours ;  there  should  be 
more.  But  every  little  town  library  cannot 
play  the  rdle  of  British  Museum.  Division 
of  labor  is  necessary.  Let  each  have  its  spe- 
cialty, and  universality  be  the  specialty  of  only 
a  few. 

A  catalog  is  a  very  costly  thing  to  make, 
and  reforming  trustees  are  often  tempted  to 
give  it  up  or  to  scrimp  it ;  but  common  sense 
teaches  that,  having  once  sunk  money  in  a 
building  and  a  store  of  books,  it  is  poor  econ> 
omy  not  to  go  to  that  additional  expense 
which  will  double  their  usefulness.  Classifi- 
cation, too,  cannot  be  made  for  nothing;  but 
common  sense  teaches  that  at  least  in  those 
libraries  in  which  the  public  goes  to  the 
shelves,  an  arrangement  will  really  pay  for  it- 
self which  helps  the  public  to  help  themselves, 
and  lessens  the  calls  on  the  attendants. 
When  the  public  come  only  to  the  gate  and 
books  are  handed  out  over  a  counter,  the 
matter  is  more  doubtful ;  but  surely  the  fact 
that  almost  every  public  librarian  has  classi-  _ 
fied  his  books  and  continues  to  classify  them, 
is  sufficient  answer  to  the  few  doubters  who, 
like  Mr.  Magnusson,  think  that  the  best  thing 
to  do  with  a  new  book  is  to  put  it  on  the  shelf 
by  the  side  of  the  book  that  came  in  just 
before  it. 

Again,  when  a  library  is  founded  or  when 
a  somnolent  library  gets  into  the  hands  of  a 
new  and  progressive  board  of  trustees,  the 
first  thing  that  is  talked  of  is  a  printed  cata- 
log. Now,  a  small,  rapidly  growing  library 
will  be  wise  to  print  a  very  modest  catalog 
at  first.  Let  it  be  well  planned,  the  better 
planned  the  better,  because  then  new  editions 
can  be  issued  on  the  same  lines ;  but  let  it  be 
short,  a  finding-list  rather  than  a  catalog, 
because  before  it  has  been  out  long  so  many 
new  books  will  have  been  added  that  it  will  be 
useless  and  have  to  be  reprinted.  A  finding- 
list,  however,  if  it  is  made  with  gumption,  can 
be  very  useful.    It  can  be  packed  full  of  sug- 
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gestions ;  the  very  fact  that  it  makes  no  pre- 
tensions to  style  enables  its  maker  to  crowd 
information  into  it  without  occupying  an 
amount  of  room  that  would  alarm  the  eco- 
nomical. 

In  what  may  be  called  the  technique  of  cat- 
aloging there  are  several  doubtful  questions, 
and  I  have  my  doubts  whether  common  sense 
has  always  been  sufficiently  consulted  in  the 
formation  of  the  generally  accepted  rules ;  or 
perhaps  I  should  say,  whether  rules  adopted 
by  the  highest  authority  for  a  library  of  the 
size  and  character  of  the  British  Museum 
are  adapted  to  the  needs  of  every  town 
library.     I  can  only  glance  at  a  few  points. 

Cataloging-rule  makers  have  always  shown 
a  tendency  to  seek  what  was  easiest  for  the 
cataloger,  as  if  it  were  for  him  that  the  cata- 
log is  made,  and  not  for  the  public.  If  the 
object  of  the  catalog  is  to  enable  the  public 
to  find  books  quickly,  surely  entries  should  be 
made  under  the  name  by  which  the  author  is 
most  known,  whether  that  be  his  real  name  or 
not ;  hence  entry  under  a  steadily  used  pseu- 
donym (as  Mark  Twain),  under  the  maiden 
name  of  a  woman  till  her  married  name  is 
fully  established,  under  a  British  nobleman's 
title  by  which  he  is  always  known  (not  under 
his  family  name,  by  which  he  is  not  known) 
is  dictated  by  common  sense.  Of  course 
this  gives  more  trouble  to  the  cataloger,  and 
makes  him  sometimes  inconsistent;  but,  as  it 
certainly  saves  trouble  to  everybody  else,  and 
as  the  majority  of  the  public  do  not  care  any- 
thing for  consistency,  it  is  the  best  practice. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  cataloger,  in  his  am- 
bition to  produce  a  fine  piece  of  work,  will 
spend  hours  in  hunting  up  full  names  which 
when  found  are  of  very  little  use,  if  of  any,  to 
the  public.  Understand  me,  in  a  large  li- 
brary, with  numerous  entries,  author's  names 
must  be  carefully  distinguished  or  serious 
errors  will  result ;  but  the  town  librarian,  with 
ten  or  twenty  thousand  volumes,  need  not 
give  every  name  in  full,  as  if  he  were  prepar- 
ing a  biographical  dictionary.  So  in  the 
early  ages  of  cataloging  in  this  country  it 
was  thought  a  fine  thing  to  put  in  a  brief 
sketch  of  each  author  —  and,  no  doubt,  it  did 
good  to  the  few  who  read  the  sketches ;  but  to 


the  majority  such  things  are  as  if  they  were 
not ;  and  it  has  long  been  seen  that  the  cost 
of  preparation  and  printing  was  practically 
thrown  away,  and  that  those  who  want  such 
information  can  best  be  sent  to  books  of  ref- 
erence. Even  in  large  catalogs,  though  of 
course  one  must  take  much  pains  to  get 
names  correctly  and  fully,  I  doubt  the  expedi- 
ency in  some  cases  of  letting  the  unused  extra 
name  determine  the  arrangement.  I  should 
enter  Bret  Harte  as  Harte,  Bret,  not  as  Harte, 
Francis  Bret ;  in  the  same  way  I  should  make 
main  entries  under  Collins,  Wilkie ;  Dobson, 
Austin;  Haggard,  Rider;  with  references 
only  under  the  full  names :  Collins,  W:  Wil- 
kie ;  Dobson,  H:  Austin;  Haggard,  H:  Rider. 

In  classification,  too,  common  sense  has 
many  a  word  to  say.  It  does  not  strike  me  as 
a  very  sensible  proceeding  to  classify  books 
on  the  shelves  systematically,  and  then  to 
classify  them  in  the  catalog  on  the  same 
system,  making  the  catalog  only  a  glorified 
shelf-list,  when  one  might  get  another  kind  of 
information  by  arranging  the  catalog  differ- 
ently, in  alphabetical  subject  order,  for  in- 
stance. It  does  not  seem  to  me  sensible  to 
divide  a  very  small  library  into  very  numerous 
subdivisions,  requiring  very  long  class  marks, 
or  to  use  in  any  library,  large  or  small,  divi- 
sions which  are  not  so  well  defined  as  to  be 
easily  applied  by  the  classifier  and  easily  un- 
derstood and  used  by  the  public.  Still  less 
does  it  seem  reasonable  to  me  to  divide  a 
growing  library  as  if  it  were  always  to  remain 
of  its  present  size,  and  to  apply  to  it  a  system 
which  is  incapable  of  expansion  and  further 
subdivision. 

It  does  not  seem  to  me  sensible  to  give  up 
classification  altogether,  or  even  to  give  up 
minute  classification  because  of  its  difficulties. 
They  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  The 
truth  is  that  nine  tenths  of  the  books  in  a 
library  treat  of  very  limited,  well-defined  sub- 
jects, and  so  are  easy  to  classify  on  any  sys- 
tem— any  reasonably  good  system;  conse- 
quently they  are  easy  to  find  on  any  system, 
and  their  classification  is  useful.  The  rest 
are  troublesome ;  they  have  n't  any  very  de- 
cided subject,  or  they  extend  over  two  or  three 
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subjects,  or  they  contain  several  works  bound 
together,  or  they  treat  the  matter  so  that  dif- 
ferent classers  would  put  them  in  different 
places,  and  if  they  are  put  in  one  place  they 
disappoint  somebody  who  would  like  to  have 
them  in  another.  I  admit  all  this,  but  I  say 
that  this  only  applies  to  a  small  minority  of 
books,  and  that  the  gain  from  thoroughly 
classing  the  large  majority  which  lend  them- 
selves to  classification  far  overbalances  the 
harm  that  may  come  from  the  few  refractory 
ones. 

In  classification  there  has  been  a  great  con- 
troversy between  the  minute  and  systematic 
classifiers  and  the  rough  and  ready  classifiers. 
As  I  have  been  in  the  fight,  it  may  not  be 
becoming  in  me  to  assert  on  which  side  com- 
mon sense  stands.  But  at  least  I  may  claim 
that  there  is  a  certain  plausibility  in  the  fol- 
lowing propositions:  — 

It  takes  time  and  costs  brain  work  to  divide 
books  minutely. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  divide  books  more 
minutely  than  is  needed  for  finding  readily 
those  which  treat  of  each  subject. 

When  the  subjects  are  distinct  and  gener- 
ally recognized,   setting   each   off  by  itself ' 
gives  much  more  help  than  when  they  are 
vague  and  ill-defined. 

Therefore  the  sciences  dealing  with  con- 
crete matters  lend  themselves  to  minute  sub- 
division much  better  than  the  abstract  sciences 
like  philosophy. 

Libraries  used  by  the  learned  can  profitably 
be  much  more  subdivided  than  those  used  by 
the  ignorant,  who  would  not  understand  even 
the  names  of  the  divisions. 

When  libraries  are  used  by  the  ignorant  and 
learned  together,  like  college  libraries,,  we 
must  remember  that  the  ignorant,  especially 
if  young,  can  be  instructed. 

Libraries  that  have  many  books  must  be 
more  divided  than  those  that  have  few. 

Libraries  that  are  going  to  have  more  books 
need  to  plan  their  classification  with  a  view 
to  enlargement  as  much  as  their  building. 

These  statements  seem  to  me  reasonably 
certain,  and  the  practical  result  to  which  they 
lead  is  this:  to  secure  the  best  results  and 
greatest  economy,  a  system  of  classification 
and  notation  should  be  contrived  that  in  its 


simplicity  and  intelligibility  will  suit  a  very 
small  library,  the  divisions  being  broad,  well- 
known  subjects,  and  only  a  few  subdivisions 
being  made  here  and  there  of  subjects  on 
which  the  number  of  books  is  sure  to  be 
great,  as  fiction  in  literature;  and  yet  these 
divisions  and  subdivisions  should  be  parts 
of  a  great  scheme  that  would  suit  a  very 
large  library,  so  that  when  the  library  grows 
and  the  different  subjects  increase  —  as  they 
always  will — irregularly,  each  can  be  sub- 
divided when  its  time  comes  without  disturb- 
ing any  of  the  others  and  upon  a  plan  prepared 
at  the  very  beginning.  This  I  believe  to  be 
more  in  accordance  with  common  sense  than 
to  divide  a  little  library  with  a  minuteness 
that  would  suit  the  largest,  or  to  consider  a 
classification  as  a  suit  of  clothes  that  must 
be  entirely  abandoned  when  the  boy  gets  too 
large  for  them.  The  classification  that  I 
would  have  is  the  tree's  bark  that  grows  with  it. 

I  have  praised  common  sense.  But  the 
librarian  is  no  worse  if  he  combines  with  it 
some  grains  of  imagination  and  sentiment ;  if 
he  is  one  whom  the  vast  bookrooms  of  the 
great  European  libraries  would  strike  dumb ; 
if  he  feels  an  indescribable  pleasure  in  hang- 
ing over  an  old  manuscript  or  one  of  the 
works  of  the  first  printers,  with  its  sturdy 
paper  and  honest  ink,  black  as  when  first 
struck  off,,  and  its  curiously  irregular  lines  of 
type ;  if  he  prefers  a  quaint  old  binding  to  a 
necklace  of  jewels ;  if  the  odor  of  a  case  of 
books  just  come  from  abroad  more  delights 
him  than  a  garden  of  flowers ;  if  to  him  his 
library  is  the  pleasantest  place  on  earth,  and 
his  work  there  the  most  engrossing,  the  most 
satisfactory,  that  he  can  imagine;  if  every 
detail  is  to  him  of  pressing  im]>ortance,  and  he 
longs  to  perfect  every  part  as  the  poet  polishes 
his  verses,  and  the  painter  retouches  his  can- 
vas ;  if,  as  he  answers  the  innumerable  ques- 
tions of  the  ignorant — and  the  learned  —  he 
fancies  himself  like  the  guide  on  the  Alps, 
the  pilot  in  the  harbor,  the  equal  of  the  teach- 
ers in  the  schools,  the  professors  in  the  col- 
leges, yes,  of  the  pastors  in  their  parishes. 
All  of  these  delusions  —  if  delusions  they  are 
. —  will  not  harm  him,  for  they  are  not  incon- 
sistent with  common  sense. 


'  For  some  introdoctoH^  remarks,  sec  Proceedings  (First  session). 
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SOME  LIBRARY  SUPERSTITIONS. 


BY  W.   I.   FLETCHER,   LIBRARIAN   OF  AMHERST  COLLEGE. 


i^UR  President  has  reminded  us  that  any 
^^  discussion  of  a  subject  should  begin 
with  definition.  What,  then,  do  I  mean  by 
"superstitions?"  I  find  the  dictionaries  too 
strict  in  their  definitions,  the  word  being  con- 
fined by  them  almost  wholly  to  religious 
applications.  I  must,  therefore,  make  a  defi- 
nition for  myself ;  and  I  will  ask  you  to  let 
me  call  a  superstition  any  idea  or  notion 
which  is  held  as  a  matter  of  belief,  and  which 
is  based  on  authority  and  accepted  without 
reason,  or  the  application  to  ft  of  that  ground 
principle  in  all  good  work  —  common  sense. 

I  have  so  often  found  myself  in  the  position 
of  a  conservative  as  against  many  of  the 
notions  which  have  prevailed  ambng  libra- 
rians in  recent  years^  that  I  take  special 
pleasure  at  this  time  and  in  this  live  Western 
atmosphere,  in  attempting  a  little  iconoclastic 
work.  Because  I  desire  beyond  all  else  to  be 
reasonable,  I  will  go  full  length  with  any  one 
against  the  twin  irrationalities  of  an  undue 
reverence  for  the  ancient  and  an  overweening 
ardor  for  novelties.  I  look  back  upon  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  in  adapting 
libraries  and  library  methods  to  modem  de- 
mands and  circumstances  with  a  profound 
sense  of  satisfaction  and  a  high  appreciation 
of  the  labors  of  those  who  have  been  leaders 
and  pioneers  in  this  movement.  But  I  am  a 
believer  in  evolution,  rather  than  revolution, 
and  when  I  compare  the  fruits  of  the  two 
processes  I  find  my  faith  justified. 

The  library  is  an  old  institution.  Our  good 
brother  Richardson,  whom  we  all  miss  to-day, 
has  a  lecture  on  "  Libraries  before  the  Flood," 
in  which,  with  the  great  erudition  so  charac- 
teristic of  all  he  undertakes,  he  arrays  the 
testimony  of  numerous  writers  of  that  early 
period,  and  makes  a  remarkable  exhibit  of  the 
bibliothecal  advantages  possessed  by  the 
antediluvians.  But  whether  or  no  it  is  to  be 
believed  that  the  waters  which  floated  Noah*s 
ark  destroyed  libraries  as  extensive  and  as 


valuable  as  the  famed  one  of  Alexandria 
which  fell  a  prey  to  the  opposite  element  of 
fire,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  Ur  of  the 
Chaldees,  while  Abraham  sojourned  there, 
books  were  plenty  and  libraries  flourished. 
The  father  of  the  faithful  may  well  be 
supposed  to  have  had  a  well-selected  private 
library  among  the  effects  which  he  took  with 
him  when  he  went  out  to  found  a  new  nation. 
Since  the  researches  of  George  Smith  and 
others  in  the  valleys  of  the  Euphrates  and  the 
Tigris  have  unearthed  the  remains  of  those 
Accad  libraries  of  baked  clay  tablets,  the 
different  books  being  stated 'by  their  makers 
to  be  copies  of  then  ancient  works  handed 
down  by  former  generations,  the  marvel  of 
supposed  accurate  oral  transmission  through 
centuries  of  the  most  ancient  records  of  our 
race  has  given  way  to  the  less  incredible,  but 
not  less  interesting,  theory  of  a  succession  of 
documents^  going  back  to  the  very  fountains 
of  the  history  of  man. 

If  such  be  the  age  of  the  library  as  an 
institution,  what  wonder  if,  like  other  ancient 
establishments,  it  has  become  well  encrusted 
with  superstitions,  or  that  some  of  these  have 
become  so  firmly  fixed  in  the  very  warp  and 
woof  of  the  fabric  that  they  seem  a  part  of  it, 
and  cling  with  the  utmost  tenacity  even  in 
the  broad  light  of  to-day  ? 

To  begin  with  the  enumeration  of  them,  we 
will  ask  what  notions  with  regard  to  library 
buildings  may  justly  be  considered  as  super- 
stitions. In  the  first  place,  there 's  the  sacred 
style  of  architecture,  with  its  lofty  and  capa- 
cious interior,  into  which  a  chastened  light 
feebly  struggles  from  narrow  windows  pierc- 
ing thick  walls  or  from  a  few  skylights  in  the 
roof.  In  the  presence  of  American  librarians 
of  to-day,  this  superstition  need  not  be  dwelt 
upon.  It  is  for  us  a  thing  of  the  past  But 
who  can  tell  how  many  of  us  may  yet  be 
called  upon  (as  was  one  of  our  number  within 
the    year)   to    try  to   administer  a  modem 
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library  in  a  magnificent  new  building  erected 
on  this  old  conventional  plan  ?  Just  so  often 
and  so  far  as  we  can,  it  devolves  upon  us  to 
denounce  this  superstition,  and  endeavor  to 
create  a  sentiment  with  regard  to  it  which 
shall  reach  and  affect  the  building  commit- 
tees and  architects  who  will  yet  be  erecting 
libraries  with  one  thought  of  the  present  and 
future  and  ten  thoughts  of  the  past. 

But  while  speaking  of  library  buildings,  I 
wish  to  indicate  two  other  notions  quite 
prevalent  about  them  which,  while  not  old, 
seem  to  me  to  be  properly  but  superstitions. 
First,  that  of  excessive  regard  for  fire-proof- 
ness. 

Books,  pamphlets,  and  papers  are  inflam- 
mable to  a  high  degree ;  and,  while  they  are 
not  rapidly  consumed  by  fire,  their  backs,  as 
exposed  in  a  library,  shelf  above  shelf,  offer 
a  ready  food  to  the  devouring  element.  This 
being  so,  there  is  but  little  security  against  a 
library's  destruction  by  fire  in  metal  shelves 
or  uprights.  Should  fire  once  take  in  an  iron 
stack  of  several  stories  in  height,  with  per- 
forated 'floors,  I  fear  it  would  spread  as 
quickly,  and  do  as  much  damage,  to  say  the 
least,  as  in  a  lower  room  with  wooden  shelv- 
ing. It  is  conceded  that  the  iron  uprights 
are  much  more  expensive  than  wooden  ones 
of  equal  or  at  least  sufficient  strength.  But 
the  iron  ones  give  an  appearance  of  security 
against  fire,  and  are  often  lauded  on  this 
account.  This  I  call  a  modern  superstition 
in  library  architecture.  A  library  building 
ought  to  be  fire-proof  in  so  far  as  the  struct- 
ure of  the  building  itself  is  concerned.  But 
the  book-shelving,  being  a  mere  shell  filled 
with  combustible  material,  can  gain  little,  if 
anything,  from  being  itself  incombustible, 
especially,  as  in  case  of  a  hot  fire,  as  much 
damage  may  result  from  its  warping  as  from 
the  burning  of  wooden  shelving,  or  even  more. 

The  second  modem  superstition  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer  as  connected  with  library  archi- 
tecture is  the  idea  of  making  available  for 
book-storage,  every  perpendicular  foot  in  the 
building.  Certain  librarians  and  architects 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  this  superstition,  and 
seem  to  have  become  infatuated  with  it  It 
is  the  great  central  idea  of  the  stack  sjrstem. 


But  it  is  not  well  grounded  in  reason.  Why 
are  not  other  kinds  of  buildings  amenable  to 
this  principle  ?  For  instance,  why  does  not  a 
factory  building  fifty  feet  high  to  the  eaves 
have  seven  floors  ?  or  a  dwelling-house  have 
only  seven  and  a  half  feet  between  joists? 
Simply  because  the  gain  in  such  a  method  of 
construction  would  be  more  than  offset  by  the 
loss.  Higher  rooms  mean  better  light  and 
air.  Nor  does  the  perforated  floor  make 
much  difference.  One  defect  about  the  stack 
system  has  lately  forced  itself  upon  my  atten- 
tion as  it  had  not  before.  The  roof  light, 
when  it  has  gone  down  two  or  three  stories, 
disappears,  and  greatly  to  the  relief  of  him 
who  finds  that  the  roof  heat  is  also  tempered 
as  he  descends.  From  this  point  down,  lat- 
eral light  must  be  depended  on,  and  the  at- 
tempt to  force  this  side  light  into  the  interior 
of  a  library  between  floors  seven  and  one-half 
feet  apart  means  the  employment  of  large  win- 
dows and  the  admission  of  light  and  sunshine 
to  an  extent  which  is  excessive  near  the  walls. 
Books,  especially  the  bindings,  but  also  the 
paper,  suffer  from  this  excessive  sunlight  and 
sunshine  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  In 
short,  the  stack  system  is  a  strained  effort 
(and  an  uncalled-for  one,  because  where  land 
is  expensive  elevators  may  be  made  to  mul- 
tiply the  size  of  the  lot  to  meet  any  reason- 
able requirement)  to  carry  out  against  common 
sense  and  reason  this  mere  notion  (supersti- 
tion, I  call  it)  of  "  every  perpendicular  foot 
occupied." 

Not  to  dwell  longer  on  superstitions  con- 
nected with  library  buildings,  I  will  mention 
some  of  a  different  class.  First,  there 's  the 
idea  that  a  library  must  not  part  with  any- 
thing which  has  once  formed  a  part  of  its  col- 
lections unless  it  be  a  duplicate.  I  dare  say 
I  shall  here  run  counter  to  the  feelings  of 
many  of  my  brethren,  but  I  must  maintain 
that  there  is  an  apparent  lack  of  reasonable- 
ness about  this  notion  of  the  sacredness  of 
everything  once  in  the  library,  so  that  it 
would  be  a  sort  of  sacrilege  to  part  with  it. 

Looking  into  the  near  future,  are  we  not  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  our  libraries  must  come 
to  the  point  of  a  healthy  sloughing  off  of  the 
outgrown  and  obsolete  accretions  of  the  past, 
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to  make  room  for  the  constant  addition  of  that 
which  is  vital  for  the  present  and  the  future  ? 
One  other  thing  is  pressing  upon  us  in  the 
East,  where  considerable  libraries  are  grow- 
ing up  in  almost  every  town,  and  that  is  the 
necessity  and  advantage  of  a  differentiation 
of  libraries,  one  following  out  one  line  of 
development  and  another  a  different  one,  and 
all  helping  one  another  instead  of  being 
engaged  in  a  short-sighted  rivalry. 

With  the  acceptance  of  these  two  ideas, — 
that  of  keeping  down  the  size  of  a  library  by 
getting  rid  of  that  which  is  useless  and 
obsolete,  and  that  of  a  harmonious  and  mu- 
tually helpful  differentiation  of  libraries, — 
comes  in  necessarily  the  abandonment  of  the 
old  rigid  rule  of  "  Get  all  you  can,  and  keep 
all  you  get,"  which  seems  to  have  prevailed 
hitherto,  and  which  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
stigmatize  as  a  superstition.  I  confess  I 
have  not  yet  seen  indications  of  any  decided 
escape  from  this  superstition  on  the  part  of 
those  having  libraries  in  charge,  but  I  expect 
to  see  them  in  the  future.  Reason  will  pre- 
vail here  as  elsewhere. 

Right  in  this  connection  we  come  naturally 
to  another  superstition ;  namely,  that  of  ex- 
changing duplicates.  We  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  talk  about  this  matter  of  exchanging 
duplicates,  and  one  proposition  after  another 
for  a  "clearing-house  for  duplicates."  I  have 
become  satisfied  that  the  best  clearing-house 
for  duplicates  possible  already  exists  in  the 
form  of  the  auction-room.  And  the  only 
reason  we  have  not  all  taken  advantage  of  it 
is  this  mere  superstition  that  a  library  ought 
not  to  sell  for  money  what  it  may  have  to 
dispose  of,  but  must  exchange  it  for  an 
equivalent.  Now  one  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties about  an  exchange  is  the  fixing  of 
prices.  Whoever  has  tried  it  must  have  felt 
that  he  was  put  in  a  difficult  and  trying 
position.  It  is  conducting  a  matter  of  trade 
outside  of  ordinary  methods  of  trade.  Prices 
on  goods  are  supposed  to  have  a  definite 
relation  to  market  value,  as  fixed  by  manu- 
facturer or  established  by  competition.  But 
a  great  many  library  duplicates  are  not  cur- 
rent in  the  market,  so  as  to  have  any  estab- 
lished price;   and  for  all  such  there  is  but 


one  fair  way  to  set  a  price,  and  that  is  to 
submit  them  to  competition.  This  the  auc- 
tion-room does  effectively,  economically,  and 
equitably,  and  at  the  saving  to  the  librarian 
of  the  immense  labor  involved  in  negotiating 
exchanges  for  any  considerable  number  of 
volumes. 

Another  superstition  is  the  worship  of  dec- 
imals. I  had  the  pleasure  formerly  of  the 
acquaintance  of  an  army  engineer.  General 
T.  G.  Ellis,  who  was  a  decided  and  earnest 
opponent  of  the  metric  system.  I  recollect  a 
conversation  in  which  he  said  that  one  of  the 
great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  progress  of 
civilization  was  that  the  primitive  man  counted 
his  thumbs.  Had  he  only  stuck  to  a  truly 
digital  system,  we  should  have  had  a  perfect 
method  of  reckoning.  But  as  he  was  so  un- 
wise as  to  bring  in  the  thumbs,  we  are  saddled 
with  a  system  of  tens,  in  which  a  larger 
unit  can  be  divided  by  two  only  once  without 
a  fraction.  By  the  octal  system  three  such 
divisions  give  iis  the  lower  unit  and  no  frac- 
tion. The  issue  of  the  conflict  between  the 
artificial  system  of  tenths  and  the  natural  one 
of  halfs,  quarters,  and  eighths,  who  can  tell  ? 
At  any  rate,  Mr.  Dewey  will  tell  you  this  is  a 
very  hackneyed  and  puerile  argument  against 
the  metric  system.  It  is  not  presented  here 
with  the  view  of  running  amuck  against  that 
system,  but  simply  as  illustrative.  Perhaps 
we  may  be  allowed  to  remark  that  no  interest 
of  modern  civilization  would  have  been  more 
the  gainer,  had  our  early  ancestors  not  counted 
their  thumbs,  than  the  one  we  represent. 

Since  the  days  of  Dr.  N.  B.  Shurtleff,  and 
his  book  on  the  decimal  system  as  applied 
to  libraries,  we  have  been  afflicted  with  a  suc- 
cession of  efforts  to  run  libraries  on  that  sys- 
tem. Ten  has  been  the  sacred  number  with 
many  librarians,  as  seven  was  with  some 
ancient  nations.  There  is  something  fasci- 
nating about  the  decimal  system,  it  must  be 
admitted ;  but  it  is  when  one  is  scheming  on 
paper  that  this  fascination  is  most  strongly 
felt.  In  actual  work  a  revolt  against  its  arti- 
ficiality almost  inevitably  sets  in.  By  Dr. 
Shurtleff's  method  each  range  of  book  shelves 
was  regarded  as  having  ten  shelves,  each 
alcove  ten  ranges,  and  a  room  was  naturally 
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to  be  so  arranged  as  to  have  ten  alcoves. 
The  day  of  alcoves  has  pretty  well  gone  by, 
and  with  it  the  high  ranges  of  shelves,  as  well 
as  the  whole  idea  of  numbering  shelves  as 
furnishing  a  notation  for  the  books. 

Driven  out  of  this  stronghold,  the  decimal 
system  has  entrenched  itself  in  classification ; 
and,  just  as  one  generation  was  captivated  by 
the  beauty  of  the  former  decimal  system,  the 
next  has  been  largely  carried  away  with  the 
charms  of  this,  its  later  application.  But  it 
is  hardly  rash  now  to  predict  that  the  system 
will  not  stand  the  test  of  practical  use  longer 
in  the  classification  field  than  it  has  in  the 
shelf  arrangement.  Perhaps  I  have  suffi- 
ciently paid  my  respects  to  the  matter  of 
classification,  of  late,  in  the  columns  of  the 
Library  journal^  and  I  will  not  dwell  on  it  at 
this  time. 

One  more  superstition  I  have  noted,  and 
that  is  the  catalogue  cult.  I  find  that  I  have 
put  myself  on  record  on  both  sides  in  regard 
to  cataloguing.  I  have  sometimes  placed 
emphasis  on  cataloguing  as  the  one  means  of 
making  a  library  available,  as  opposed  to 
classification.  Again,  I  have  made  light  of 
the  value  of  catalogues,  as  set  over  against 
bibliographical  helps.  I  should  like  now  to 
harmonize  these  two  expressions,  if  I  may. 
And  I  would  do  so  by  saying  that  I  heartily 
believe  in  catalogues  as  the  one  means  of 
guidance  to  books;  but  at  the  same  time  I  am 
coming  to  place  less  and  less  stress  upon  the 
cataloguing  of  the  individual  library,  and  more 
on  catalogues  in  the  wider  sense,  including 
and  referring  mainly  to  printed  catalogues 
and  bibliographies,  which  may  be  made  avail- 
able, in  lieu  of  elaborate  cataloguing  of  the 
individual  library.  What  I  would  point  out, 
as  the  current  superstition  on  this  subject,  is 
the  idea  that  each  individual  library  should 
have  its  very  complete  catalogue,  and  that  a 
catalogue  can  be  made  which  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient guide  to  readers.  I  think  that  many  of 
you  must  have  had  some  of  the  same  experi- 
ence that  has  often  come  to  me  of  late  years, 
when  I  have  found  the  great  inferiority  of  the 
references  in  our  own  subject  catalogue  on 
some  topic  to  the  list  published  somewhere 
as  a  bibliography  of  the  subject. 


Such  experiences  must  lead  to  a  certain 
loss  of  interest  in  the  effort  to  make  a  subject 
catalogue  full  and  complete,  and  also  to  a 
desire  to  make  the  fullest  use  possible  of  such 
reference  lists  and  bibliographies  as  we  have 
or  can  get.  And  further  than  this,  the  idea  is 
impressed  upon  us  that  any  and  all  catalogues 
or  bibliographies  whatever  fiUl  far  short  of 
furnishing  the  guidance  that  readers  want.  I 
quote  a  striking  passage  from  the  late  annual 
report  of  Mr.  Foster,  of  Providence,  on  this 
point. 

He  introduces  it    in  connection  with  an 

interesting  showing  of  the  great  number  and 

variety  of  questions  asked  by  persons  who 

'  have    consulted    his    library.     Referring   to 

these  questions,  he  says:  — 

"If  we  analyze  them,  we  find  that  an  ex- 
traordinarily large  percentage  of  them  will  not 
be  answered  by  consulting  even  the  most 
elaborate  of  the  ordinary  type  of  library 
catalogues.'* 

There  is  nothing  new  to  us  in  all  this.  It 
is  the  same  ground  gone  over  pretty  com- 
pletely by  Mr.  Green  several  years  ago  in  his 
paper  on  "  Personal  Relations  between  Libra- 
rians and  Readers."  I  only  refer  to  it  as 
cumulative  testimony  to  the  truth  that  im- 
plicit dependence  cannot  be  placed  on  cata- 
logues as  guides,  and  to  support  my  warning 
against  that  superstitious  regard  for  the  cata- 
logue idea,  which  will  lead  to  the  devotion  to 
elaborate  features  of  this  work  of  time  and 
expense  better  put  to  other  uses. 

I  have  gone  hastily  over  this  ground,  which 
is  somewhat  hackneyed,  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  indicating  that  in  all  departments  of 
our  work  we  need  to  be  on  our  guard  against 
the  growth  of  such  sentiments  or  ideas  as 
may  be  classed  as  superstitious  and  unreason- 
ing, based  on  a  mistaken  apprehension  of  the 
value  of  things,  either  venerable  for  age  and 
general  repute,  or  coming  to  us  as  novelties 
in  such  a  captivating  garb  that  we  accept 
them  without  bringing  them  to  the  bar  of 
good  sense  and  rationality.  "  Prove  all 
things,  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good,"  is  a 
good  motto  for  the  modern  librarian,  as  for 
the  worker  in  any  department. 
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I  have  referred  thus  far  only  to  supersti- 
tions liable  to  be  held  inside  libraries,  by 
librarians  and  library  officers.  I  had  thought 
of  devoting  a  few  moments  to  the  matter  of 
superstitions  about  libraries  held  by  outsiders. 


But  time  is  short,  and  I  will  only  name  two  of 
them  and  have  done. 

1.  Librarians  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
read  the  books. 

2.  Anybody  can  make  a  catalogue. 


For  discussion,  see  Proceedings  (First  session). 


ARCHITECTS    AND  LIBRARIANS. 

BY  NORMAND  S.   PATTON,  OF  CHICAGO. 


T  SEE  that  I  am  announced  to  read  a  paper 
on  "Library  Architecture,"  but  I  pro- 
pose to  speak  rather  of  those  who  make 
library  architecture — architects  and  libra- 
rians. What  have  architects  to  do  with 
librarians  ?  Why  should  librarians  be  inter- 
ested in  architects.^  It  is  these  questions 
that  I  propose  to  answer.  In  general  it  is 
the  architects  that  make  architecture;  and 
the  interest  which  has  been  manifested  by 
librarians  in  the  architecture  of  the  buildings 
in  which  they  labor  is  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
the  introduction  of  this  topic  to  your  attention. 

Few  people  who  have  not  had  experience 
in  building  for  themselves  have  any  accurate 
idea  of  what  is  done  in  an  architect's  office. 
The  architect  makes  a  picture  of  the  outside 
of  the  building,  and  is  mainly  responsible  for 
its  good  looks ;  so  much  is  recognized  by  the 
public,  who  often  look  upon  the  architect  as 
an  artist,  and,  like  other  artists,  as  an  im- 
practical sort  of  a  fellow,  who  makes  a  repu- 
tation for  himself  and  a  handsome  house  for 
his  client  at  the  expense  of  the  latter  in  more 
ways  than  one. 

This  picture  may  be  true  in  some  instances, 
but  is  not  a  fair  type  of  the  profession  as 
it  stands  to-day.  There  are  people  called 
"librarians"  whose  knowledge  of  books  ex- 
tends no. farther  than  the  taking  from  the 
shelf  and  putting  back  again.  There  are 
so-called  "architects"  whose  knowledge  of 
architecture  is  one-sided  and  deficient ;  but, 
in  selecting  a  type  of  the  profession,  it  is  but 
fair  to  take  the  working  of  a  iirst-class  office. 

Here  we  find  that  careful  study  has  been 
given  to  the  arrangement  of  rooms,  halls,  and 
stairs.  That  long  before  the  exterior  is 
designed,  numerous  sketches    of    the    floor 


plans  have  been  made  from  which  to  select 
the  most  convenient  and  economical.  Calcu- 
lations are  made  of  the  strength  of  beams  and 
columns.  The  foundations  are  laid  out  with 
great  care,  so  as  to  be  proportioned  to  the 
weight  upon  them.  The  heating,  lighting, 
^d  ventilation  are  studied  as  essential  parts 
of  the  design.  In  fact,  the  whole  building  is 
built  on  paper  to  the  minutest  detail,  and 
specifications  are  prepared  which  describe 
the  work  to  be  done  with  such  accuracy,  that 
when  it  is  divided  among  a  dozen  contractors 
there  is  no  interference  between  the  various 
trades,  nor  is  anything  omitted. 

The  proper  thickness  of  walls,  the  kind  of 
cement  to  be  used,  the  depth  and  width  of 
the  foundations,  are  decided  by  the  architect 
and  not  by  the  mason.  The  size  of  timbers 
and  methods  of  framing  the  roof  trusses  are 
not  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  carpenter,  but 
are  calculated  by  the  architect  and  prescribed 
by  the  drawings.  If  there  are  any  mistakes 
in  the  eUsign^  they  are  likely  to  be  copied  in 
the  building.  If  the  contractor  makes  the 
building  as  good  as  the  design  calls  for,  he  is 
doing  all  that  is  expected  of  him,  and  it  would 
be  a  fatal  optimism  to  count  upon  his  improv- 
ing upon  the  copy  set  him. 

The  whole  construction,  arrangement,  and 
design  of  a  building  are  thus  almost  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  architect,  who  must  be 
master,  not  only  of  his  profession  in  general, 
but  of  the  requirements  in  particular  of  each 
kind  of  structure  he  is  called  upon  to  erect. 

But  there  is  one  thing  that  is  not  in  the 
province  of  the  architect  to  do :  An  architect 
is  not,  or  at  least  should  not  be  expected  to 
furnish  the  idea  for  a  building. 

The  planning  of  a  building  is  in  the  nature 
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of  a  problem  to  be  solved.  Certain  conditions 
and  requirements  are  laid  down,  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  architect  to  meet  them ;  but  it  is 
the  business  of  the  owner,  and  not  of  the 
architect,  to  decide  upon  these  requirements. 

An  architect  is  employed  by  an  owner  to 
assist  him  in  building  a  house  or  other 
structure.  The  owner  says  what  he  wishes 
done,  and  the  architect  decides  how  the 
owner's  wishes  are  to  be  accomplished. 

It  is  not  so  important  that  an  architect 
shall  have  great  originality  as  that  he  shall 
have  a  quick  and  delicate  perception  of  the 
wants,  the  aspirations,  and  the  limitations  of 
his  client.  If  I  am  planning  a  house  for  a 
gentleman  of  wealth  I  must  be  able,  in  inrngi- 
nation,  to  put  myself  in  his  place.  For  the 
time  being  I  must  be  a  gentleman  of  wealth, 
and  appropriate  the  suggestions  of  my  client 
as  expressing  my  own  wants,  and  arrange  the 
house  accordingly. 

When  the  work  is  complete,  I  must  check 
the  correctness  of  my  imagination  by  submit- 
ting the  plans  to  my  client.  If  I  have  read 
his  character  aright  and  developed  his  ideas 
properly,  he  is  pleased.  In  like  manner  I 
must  catch  the  particular  wants  and  prefer- 
ences of  the  other  members  of  the  household. 

So  with  buildings  of  other  kinds,  the  archi- 
tect is  supplied  with  certain  definite  condi- 
tions to  fulfil.  Those  who  are  to  occupy  have, 
very  properly,  something  to  say  about  the 
provisions  made  for  them.  The  architect 
builds  for  others,  and  he  must  satisfy  their 
wants;  and  his  skill  lies  in  his  appreciation  of 
those  wants,  and  the  adaptation  of  the  build- 
ing to  meet  them. 

Many  structures  are  complex  in  their  uses, 
and  occupied  by  different  classes  of  people. 
The  architect  must  meet  the  requirements  of 
all  the  occupants,  or  his  work  will  not  be  a 
complete  success. 

It  is  not  enough  to  provide  for  those  who 
use  the  parlor,  and  forget  the  kitchen.  This 
is  the  workshop  of  the  house,  and  the  comfort 
of  the  whole  family  is  concerned  in  its  proper 
arrangement. 

It  would  be  a  singular  mistake  to  plan  a 
church  and  forget  the  convenience  of  the 
minister;  and  yet  many  a  library  has  been 


planned,  and  apparently  the  librarian  has  been 
left  out  of  the  calculation. 

Why  should  the  latter  omission  be  more 
common  than  the  former  ?  Because,  in  the 
first  place,  the  minister  is  on  hand  when  the 
plans  are  prepared,  and  his  opinion  is  given 
great  weight ;  while,  in  the  case  of  a  library, 
frequently  there  is  no  librarian  selected 
until  after  the  building  is  completed. 

If  all  the  consultations  for  the  building  of  a 
house  should  be  held  with  the  head  of  the 
family  while  his  "  better-half  "  is  absent,  there 
is  great  danger  that  the  closets  may  be  too 
few  and  too  small,  and  that  other  domestic 
arrangements  niay  not  be  quite  in  the  line  of 
feminine  ideas.  A  library  cannot  be  arranged 
properly  unless  the  librarian  has  an  important 
if  not  a  controlling  part. 

There  are  two  parties  to  be  provided  for  in 
a  library  building  —  the  public  who  patronize 
the  institution  and  the  administrators  who 
procure  and  arrange  the  books  and  give  them 
out.  No  library  is  perfect  that  does  not  pro- 
vide for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  both 
of  these  parties.  In  the  old-style  building 
the  public  was  cared  for,  and  the  librarian  and 
his  assistants  left  to  make  the  best  they  could 
out  of  the  premises ;  and  yet  there  are  strong 
reasons  why  the  librarian  should  receive  the 
first  and  principal  attention  from  the  archi- 
tect, for  he  spends  his  life  in  the  library,  and 
an  extra  step  in  reaching  a  book  is  multiplied 
many  times  a  day,  while  on  the  part  of  the 
public  there  are  few  who  have  occasion  to 
enter  a  library  many  days  in  the  week,  or  to 
stay  more, than  a  few  minutes  at  any  one 
time. 

Why  is  it  that  the  librarians  have  had  so 
little  influence  on  library  architecture,  that  so 
great  an  architect  as  Richardson  should  have 
gone  on  designing  museums,  and  calling 
them  libraries  ?  In  a  museum  the  public  does 
its  own  walking,  and  the  shelves  and  cases 
may  be  arranged  in  alcoves  or  galleries, 
according  to  the  fancy  of  the  architect. 
There  is  a  charm  in  wandering  about  and 
finding  odd  specimens  in  odd  comers,  and 
the  burden  of  climbing  stairs  is  sufficiently 
distributed  not  to  be  oppressive  to  any  one. 
A  college  library,  in  which  the  students  are 
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allowed  to  take  books  from  the  shelves,  may 
be  arranged  on  the  museum  plan ;  but,  in  a 
public  library,  where  all  the  books  must  be 
brought  to  one  central  desk,  it  is  so  evident 
that  the  convenience  of  the  librarian  is  of  the 
first  importance  that  we  naturally  raise  the 
question.  Why  has  the  librarian  been  so  slow 
in  asserting  his  rights  ? 

The  main  reason  has  already  been  alluded 
to.  He  cannot  assert  himself  when  he  is  not 
there,  and  when  he  arrives  it  is  too  late.  A 
gentleman  of  wealth  makes  a  gift  for  a  public 
library  in  a  town  where  none  has  existed 
before.  There  will  be  no  library  and  no 
librarian  until  after  the  completion  of  the 
building.  In  some  cases  there  is  a  small 
library,  housed,  perhaps,  in  a  room  that  was 
built  for  a  store  or  office,  and  the  limited 
demands  for  books  are  easily  met  by  an 
attendant  whose  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
library  buildings  would  hardly  be  worth  the 
asking.  Some  enterprising  citizen  starts  a 
subscription,  and  then  comes  a  new  building, 
new  books,  and,  to  crown  the  achievement, 
a  new  librarian, — a  real  librarian  this  time,  a 
member  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  who  enters  upon  his 
work  with  enthusiasm,  only  to  find  that  in 
the  new  building  everybody's  comfort  has 
been  provided  for  except  his  own. 

Thus  it  happens  that  the  librarians,  singly, 
have  often  no  chance  to  control  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  building  which  they  are  to  occupy. 

In  recent  years  the  librarians  have  com- 
bined to  assert  their  rights  in  a  manner  to 
attract  the  notice  of  the  public.  My  own 
attention  was  first  called  to  library  arrange- 
ment by  reading  an  article  by  Mr.  Poole,  of 
Chicago;  so  that  when  —  some  five  years  ago 
—  I  received  an  unexpected  order  to  make 
designs  for  a  library,  my  first  act  was  to  hunt 
up  that  article,  and  then  to  follow  up  the  sub- 
sequent literature  on  the  subject.  The  dis- 
cussions of  this  Association  cannot  fail  to 
have  a  more  and  more  powerful  influence 
upon  the  architects  who  are  called  upon  to 
plan  library  buildings.  When  it  is  seen  that 
the  librarians  of  the  country  are  in  substantial 
agreement  upon  the  main  points  of  arrange- 
ment, architects  and  committees  will  not  dare 
to  ignore  their  opinions. 


A  result  of  the  increase  of  library  building 
will  be  the  development  of  library  specialists 
among  the  architects.  When  an  architect  is 
employed  who  has  such  an  acquaintance  with 
librarians  and  their  wants  that  he  can  see  with 
their  eyes,  and  present  their  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, then  it  will  matter  less  whether  a  libra- 
rian be  present  or  not  when  plans  are 
prepared. 

If  any  one  is  disappointed  because  I  have 
not  told  how  a  library  should  be  arranged,  I 
can  only  reply  that  I  came  here  to  ask  that 
question  rather  than  to  answer  it. 

I^  have  started  out  to  make  a  study  of 
library  buildings  from  a  librarian's  standpoint, 
and  I  hope  to  learn  something  from  this  con- 
vention. My  own  contribution  to  the  subject 
is  in  the  shape  of  the  working  drawings  for 
the  Hackley  Public  Library,  now  building  at 
Muskegon,  Mich.  The  description  of  this 
building  has  already  been  published,  and  I 
will  not  take  your  time  farther  than  to  say 
that,  in  the  arrangement  of  the  plan,  conven- 
ience of  administration  has  been  a  ruling 
factor.  It  has  been  planned  with  special  ref- 
erence to  the  ideas  advanced  by  members  of 
this  Association,  and  therefore  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  small  interest  to  the  designers  to  know  how 
far  the  arrangement  meets  with  your  approval. 

Although  the  librarian  has  been  given  his 
proper  position  in  the  consideration  of  these 
plans,  the  architects  have  not  forgotten  the 
demands  of  the  public.  The  interior  of  such 
a  building  must  present  a  somewhat  imposing 
effect,  in  order  to  gain  the  popular  verdict. 
The  book,  reading,  and  delivery  rooms  are 
here  given  a  proper  degree  of  separation,  and 
yet  the  public  has  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
books  and  have  its  appetite  whetted  by  a 
glimpse  at  the  amplitude  of  the  collection. 

The  whole  building  being  fire-proof,  there  is 
no  need  of  a  solid  wall  between  the  book  and 
delivery  rooms,  and  therefore  large  arches 
have  been  introduced  between  the  two  to 
make  a  vista  the  entire  length  of  the  building. 

With  this  much  by  way  of  preface,  I  com- 
mit the  plans  to  the  tender  mercies  of  your 
criticism,  with  the  assurance  that  whatever 
shortcomings  you  may  find  will  be  corrected 
"  in  our  next." 


'  For  Mr.  Patton*s  prefatory  remarks,  see  Procbedings  (Second  session). 
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REPORT   ON  LIBRARY  ARCHITECTURE. 


BY    ADDISON   VAN   NAME,   LIBRARIAN    OF    YALE  UNIVERSITY. 


TN  the  successive  reports  on  new  library 
building  made  to  the  Association  there 
will  be,  of  necessity,  some  overlapping.  It 
will  seldom  happen,  in  the  case  of  the  larger 
buildings  at  least,  that  the  planning  and  the 
completion  both  fall  within  the  limits  of  the 
same  report.  No  exact  parallel  can  therefore 
be  drawn  between  the  statistics  of  the  twenty 
months  since  the  date  of  our  last  meeting 
and  the  two  years  covered  by  the  preceding 
report  of  Mr.  Lamed.  The  general  result  is, 
however,  clear.  There  has  been  no  falling 
off,  but  rather  a  gain  in  the  number  and  im- 
portance of  the  new  buildings  undertaken. 
As  an  index  of  library  progress,  both  in  the 
direction  of  new  libraries  established  and  of 
enlarged  provision  for  older  libraries  which 
had  outgrown  their  limits,  the  survey,  which 
includes  fifty-five  buildings  completed  or  un- 
der construction  and  nine  more  soon  to  be 
commenced,  is  full  of  encouragement.  The 
total  cost  will  be  not  less  than  $10,000,000. 
Of  this  sum,  it  is  true,  nearly  three  fourths 
will  be  absorbed  by  two  buildings  of  excep- 
tional magnitude,  the  Congressional  and  Bos- 
ton Public  libraries,  the  expenditure  for  which 
will  naturally  be  distributed  over  several 
years.  But  the  remaining  sum  is  still  large, 
and  it  is  a  most  noteworthy  fact  that  at  least 
four  fifths  of  it,  or  more  than  $2,000,000,  comes 
from  gifts.  Of  the  buildings  for  public  libra- 
ries, properly  so  called,  only  four,  i.  e,  about 
one  in  ten,  are  erected  at  public  expense.  Of 
the  whole  number  reported,  not  less  than  forty- 
two  are  the  gifts  of  single  donors.  Nobler 
uses  for  the  employment  of  wealth  than  the 
establishment  and  endowment  of  libraries  are 
not  easy  to  find,  and  we  may  safely  predict 
that  the  current  which  is  so  strongly  setting 
in  this  direction  will  gain  in  strength  year  by 
year. 

In  the  geographical  distribution  twenty- 
three  States  are  represented.  Massachusetts, 
already  far  in  advance  of  the  others,  leads 
with  twelve,  and  New  York,   Pennsylvania, 


and  Connecticut  follow  with  about  half  that 
number. 

Aside  from  the  increase  in  number,  in  at 
least  two  important  points  there  has  been  an 
advance  also  in  the  character  of  the  buildings. 
It  is  now  coming  to  be  the  rule,  rather  than 
the  exception,  that  the  new  buildings  which 
are  to  hold  our  larger  and  more  valuable 
libraries,  or  those  plainly  destined  to  become 
large  and  valuable,  shall  be  of  fire-proof  con- 
struction. Thirteen  of  the  buildings  included 
in  the  present  report  are  of  this  character,  and 
three  more  have  fire-proof  bookrooms.  In  an 
article  on  "Slow-Burning  Construction"  in 
the  Century  for  February,  1889,  Mr.  Edward 
Atkinson  states  that  in  the  year  1887,  accord- 
ing to  the  tables  compiled  by  the  ChronicU 
of  New  York,  there  were  burned  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  126  college  build- 
ings and  libraries.  Our  older  library  build- 
ings are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  of  the 
ordinary  combustible  construction,  and  the 
danger  to  which  their  contents  are  exposed  is 
of  a  serious  character.  It  is  a  point  not 
enough  considered  by  the  builders  of  libra- 
ries that,  apart  from  the  value  of  fire-proof  con- 
struction in  increasing  the  security  of  the 
library,  it  will  have  no  small  infiuence  in  draw- 
ing valuable  gifts  of  books  and  manuscripts 
which  otherwise  might  not  be  entrusted  to  its 
keeping.  If  we  regard  the  increased  cost  as 
a  premium  paid  for  insurance,  there  is  a  fair 
probability  that  it  will  be  more  than  returned 
in  dividends. 

In  the  enlarged  capacity,  no  less  than  in  the 
increased  security  of  the  new  buildings,  our 
library  construction  is  taking  on  a  more  per- 
manent character.  The  present  rate  of  library 
growth  requires  a  far  larger  provision  for  the 
demands  of  the  future  than  would  have  been 
thought  sufficient  only  a  few  years  ago.  We 
are  meeting  this  in  part  by  larger  buildings, 
some  of  which  are  planned  with  a  view  to  still 
further  enlargement  in  the  future,  and  in  part 
by  improved  methods  of  arrangement  which 
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greatly  economize  the  space.     The    alcove 
plan,  though  attractive,  is  wasteful  and  suited 
only  to  collections  of  a  very  moderate  size. 
For  our  larger  libraries  but  two  methods  ap- 
pear to  meet  the  conditions  of  the  problem 
and  to  unite  compactness  with  the  other  advan- 
tages sought, — the  stack  in  some  one  of  its 
various  forms  and  Mr.  Poole's  plan  of  separate 
floors,  the  shelving  being  in  both  cases  of  the 
same  height,  about  seven  and  one-half  feet. 
The  former  uses  the  whole  of  the  perpendicu- 
lar height  for  books,  the  latter  only  the  lower 
half  of  each  story,  reserving  the  other  half  for 
light  and  air.     This  at  first  sight  not  only 
seems  wasteful,  but  appears  also  to  involve 
double  the  amount  of  climbing.    The  stack, 
however,  is  necessarily  narrower  than  the  sep- 
arate floors,  which,  having  better  light,  admit 
of  greater  width,  so  that  two  floors  will  hold 
as  many  books  as  three  tiers  of  stack  and 
necessitate  not   a   foot  more    of   climbing. 
Where  the  stack  is  carried  higher  than  three 
tiers,  there  is  a  slight  advantage  in  its  favor ; 
but  in  all  the  high  stacks,  thus  far  constructed 
at  least,  there  are  counterbalancing  disadvan- 
tages.    Unquestionably,  however,  the  stack  is 
at  present  the  more  popular.    We  find  in  the 
new  buildings  every  variety  of  form  from  the 
"low"  stack  of  two  or  three  tiers  to  the 
"high"  stack  of  six   tiers    (Boston    Public 
Library),  seven  tiers  (Cornell  University),  and 
even  nine  tiers  (Library  of  Congress);  and  to 
these  must  be  added  the  "  broad  "  type  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.     If  the  stack  is 
to  become  the  prevailing  form  of  library  con- 
struction (which  it  seems  to  me  too  early  yet 
to  assume),  it  is  a  fortunate  circumstance  that 
its  possibilities  will  be  so  thoroughly  tested 
in  the  buildings  now  under  construction  and 
the  merits  and  defects  of  each  form  brought 
to  light.    And  by  such  practical  tests  also  will 
the  question  of  the  general  merits  of  the  stack 
and  the  separate  floor  plans  be  determined, 
for  it  is  hardly  possible  that  either  should  be 
under  all  circumstances  the  best. 

With  these  general  remarks  I  pass  to  a  brief 
survey  of  the  new  buildings,  many  of  which 
have  already  been  described  in  the  pages  of 
the  Library  journal^  and  therefore  need  the 
briefer  mention  here. 


Albany,  N.  Y.  N,  Y.  State  Lidrar^.—  The 
description  of  the  new  library-rooms  in  the  Cap- 
itol at  Albany  I  shall  wisely  leave  to  Mr.  Dewey. 
For  the  completion  of  these  rooms,  which  occupy 
the  whole  of  the  third  and  most  of  the  fourth 
story  of  the  west  front,  300  feet  in  length, 
the  last  legislature  appropriated  the  sum  of 
1143*250,  this  being  in  addition  to  the  undi- 
vided, but  still  appreciable,  part  of  1 18,000,000, 
which  they  had  already  cost  in  the  rough.  That 
they  are  rich  in  all  their  appointments,  even  those 
of  us  who  have  not  seen  them  can  easily  believe ; 
and  that  so  much  of  practical  convenience  has 
been  put  into  them  as  is  consistent  with  the  mag- 
nificence of  their  surroundings  and  with  their 
conversion  to  a  use  for  which  they  were  not  orig- 
inally constructed,  we  have  the  best  assurance  in 
the  fact  that  the  work  has  been  directed  by  Mr. 
Dewey  himself,  who  was  the  official  adviser,  even 
before  he  became  the  official  head  of  the  library. 

Allegheny,  Pa.  Carnegie  Z/'^ary.— Details 
of  the  plan  were  given  in  Mr.  Larned's  report,  and 
it  is  necessary  only  to  add  that  the  building  will  be 
completed  this  fall. 

AsHBURNHAM,  Mass.  The  town  of  Ashbum- 
ham  is  to  receive,  by  will  of  G.  F.  Stevens,  a  lot  of 
land  for  the  site  of  a  public  library,  and  ^10,000 
for  erecting  and  furnishing  a  building,  which  must 
be  finished  within  one  year  of  the  reception  of  the 
bequest. —  Library  journal^  Feb.,  1888. 

ASHFIELD,  Mass.  Sanderson  ^fc//.— Through 
the  generosity  of  the  late  J.  W.  Field,  of  Chicago, 
and  his  widow,  who  carries  out  his  wishes,  a 
^10,000  library  building  and  new  home  for  the 
academy    will    be    completed    this    fall    [1888]. 

—  Library  journal^  Sept.,  1888. 

Baltimore,  M.  D.     Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 

—  Mr.  Pratt  has  rounded  out  his  munificent  gift  to 
the  city  of  Baltimore  by  the  erection  of  a  fifth 
and  last  branch  opened  Nov.  5,  1888,  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  city.  It  is  uniform  in 
style  and  plan  with  the  branches  previously  built, 
being  of  one  story,  40  x  70  feet,  with  a  high  and 
well-lighted  basement.  The  material  is  pressed 
brick  with  stone  trimmings.  At  the  end  of  the 
hall,  which  is  a  high,  open-timbered  room,  finished 
to  the  roof,  is  the  delivery  counter.  Opening  out 
of  the  hall  is  an  ample  and  well-lighted  reading- 
room.  The  separating  partition,  which,  above  the 
wainscoting,  is  of  opaque  glass,  reaches  only  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i8 


57:  LOUIS  CONFERENCE. 


high  as  the  side  walls,  and  allows  free  circulation 
of  light  and  air  above.  The  bookroom,  with 
shelving  for  15,000  volumes,  and  the  librarian's 
room  are  in  the  rear.  The  cost  of  the  branches, 
exclusive  of  the  land,  is  about  $13,000  each.  The 
main  building,  costing  apart  from  the  lot  $185,000, 
is  described  in  Mr.  Lamed's  report. 

Barrington,  R.  I.  Fubiic  Lihrary, —  A  build- 
ing containing  town  hall,  public  library,  and  high 
school  was  dedicated  Dec.  12,  1888.  For  this  is 
claimed  the  honor  of  being  the  first  free  public 
library  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  erected  and 
supported  by  the  citizens  assessing  themselves  for 
this  object.  From  the  Providence  Journal  of  De- 
cember 13  I  extract  the  following  details:  The 
architects  are  Stone,  Carpenter,  and  Wilson,  of 
Providence.  The  style  fifteenth  century,  English, 
of  the  half-timber  construction.  The  basement 
and  first  story  are  built  of  undressed,  moss-covered 
stones  from  the  neighboring  fields;  the  upper 
story  of  timber,  with  the  intervening  spaces  filled 
with  plaster  and  pebbles.  The  library  occupies 
one  end  of  the  building,  and  contains  a  reading- 
room,  22  X  28  feet,  with  a  large  bay  window  and  an 
open  fireplace,  a  bookroom,  20  x  36  feet,  and  a  libra- 
rian's room,  7x12  feet.  The  cost  of  the  building 
was  a  little  less  than  $20,000. 

Belfast,  Me.  Belfast  Free  Library.  —  This 
building  is  described  and  illustrated  in  the  Library 
journal^  August,  1888.  A  bequest  of  $20,000  from 
Paul  Richards  Hazeltine,  of  Belfast,  provided  for 
the  erection  of  the  building,  at  a  cost  of  $11,000, 
and  for  a  permanent  fund  of  $9,000.  The  building 
is  of  one  story,  54x27  feet,  built  of  red  granite 
trimmed  with  gray  granite,  and  strictly  fire-proof. 
The  bookroom,  26  x  27  feet,  is  arranged  in  alcoves, 
with  a  capacity  of  14,000  volumes.  It  was  com- 
pleted in  November,  1887,  and  opened  to  the 
public  in  April,  1888.  Julius  Munchwitz,  of  New 
York,  was  the  architect. 

Boston,  Mass.  Boston  A tAenaum.-^  The  addi- 
tional bookroom,  which  had  become  a  necessity, 
has  been  obtained,  not  altogether,  as  I  gather,  in 
the  way  our  President,  Mr.  Cutter,  would  have 
chosen,  by  contracting  the  space  occupied  by  the 
roomy  vestibule  and  staircase.  Three  bookrooms 
have  thus  been  gained,  one  on  each  floor,  with  a  total 
capacity  of  70,000  volumes.  In  the  two  lower 
rooms  have  been  placed  iron  stacks  of  two  tiers 
each,  on  the  third  floor  a  stack  of  one  tier.  Incan- 
descent lights  with  a  flexible  attachment  will  facili- 


tate the  finding  of  books  on  dark  days.  Other 
improvements  have  also  been  made.  The  roof, 
which  was  a  source  of  danger,  has  been  made  fire* 
proof ;  and  a  system  of  heating  by  hot  water  has 
been  substituted  for  the  hot-air  furnaces.  The 
cost  of  these  various  improvements  was  about 
$35,000. 

Boston,  Mass.    Public  Library. — I  may  safely 
assume  that  the  members  of  the  Association  are 
familiar  enough  with  the  plans  of  the  monumental 
building,  given  in  the  Library  journal  for  March, 
1889,  and  more  fully  in  the  Amer.  Architect  and 
Building  News^  May  26  and  June  9,  1888,  to  make 
it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details  here.     We 
shall  all,  no  doubt,  agree  that,  in  view  of  its  past 
and  present  rate  of  growth,  the  provision  made 
for  the  future  wants  of  the  library  is  rather  too 
small  than  too. great,  further  extension  of    the 
building  being  apparently  impossible ;  and  that,  in 
architectural  effect,  the  exterior  is  fine  and  the 
reading-room  magnificent.     A  general  discussion 
of  the  plan  is,  of  course,  beyond  my  province,  but 
the  stack  is  of  so  unusual  a  construction  as  to 
demand  attention.    It  occupies  nearly  one  half  of 
the  building,  reaching  across  the  rear  and  half-way 
down  the  sides,  and  is  six  stories  in  height,  with  a 
capacity  of  something  more  than  1,000,000  vol- 
umes.   The  window  space,  both  in  amount  and 
distribution,  is  such  as  to  be  plainly  not  equal  to 
the  lighting  of  the  stack,  and  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  architects  shows  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  be.      They  say  that  "  from  the 
start  it  has  been  the  intention  of  the  Trustees  to 
depend  upon  artificial  light  for  the  illumination  of 
the  stacks,  making  the  latter  as  much  as  possible 
a  place  of  safe  deposit."    Of  course  the  use  of  the 
electria  light  makes  it  possible  to  reckon  without 
the  aid  of  the  sun;  but  most  librarians,  I  am  sure, 
will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  it  undesirable.    To 
ventilate  the  stack,  rising,  as  it  does,  solidly  from 
the    ground    to  the  upper  floor  —  reserved    for 
special  collections  —  with  no  free-air  space  above 
it,  will  not  be  easy,  even  by  artificial  means.    And 
finally,  the  position  of  the  delivery  desk  at  one  end, 
or  rather  fifty  feet  away  from  the  end,  of  a  stack 
which  has  a  total  length  of  more  than  300  feet,  is 
one  of  the  unhappy,  but  unavoidable,  necessities  of 
the  present  plan. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  building  is  $1,175,000, 
in  addition  to  $180,000  paid  for  land.  The  foun- 
dation is  already  in,  and  bids  are  to  be  received 
May  II  for  the  completion  of  the  building,  which 
is  expected  to  require  three  years. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VAN  NAME, 


19 


Braddock,  Pa.  Carnegie  Library,— T\i^  cost 
of  the  building,  which  includes  a  lecture  hall  as 
well  as  a  library,  will  reach,  with  the  equipment 
of  books,  $125,000.  The  library-room  has  cases 
for  i5»ooo  volumes.  The  building  is  now  about 
completed. 

Brooklinb,  Mass.  Public  Z/^<?ry.— During 
the  past  year  the  bookroom  has  been  enlarged 
by  an  addition  32  x  56  feet,  built  across  the  rear, 
and  increasing  the  capacity  to  60,000  or  65,000 
volumes.  The  cost  of  the  addition,  which  is  of 
brick,  was  $16^500;  the  cost  of  the  original  btiild. 
ing,  built  in  1869,  145,000.  The  books  are 
arranged  in  alcoves. 

BUCKSPORT,  Mb.  Buck  Memortcd  Library,— 
The  widow  and  the  daughter  of  the  late  R.  P.  Buck, 
of  New  York,  have  carried  out  his  wishes  in  the 
erection  of  a  library  building,  a  cut  and  descrip- 
tion of  which  are  given  in  ^^  Library  journal^ 
February,  1888.  The  building  is  of  granite  and 
of  one  story.  The  reading-room  is  23x19  feet, 
the  library<«room  27  x  19  feet,  with  alcoves  on 
three  sides.  The  cost  of  the  building  I  have  been 
unable  to  learn. 

Burlington,  Vt.  Billings  Library  of  Ike 
University  of  Vermont, — An  addition,  the  second 
smce  the  opening  of  the  building,  in  1885,  is  now 
being  made,  which  will  increase  the  length  of  the 
building  to  193  feet  and  the  cost  to  1155,000.  It 
adds  24  feet  to  the  length  of  the  main  bookroom, 
and  increases  the  shelving  capacity  of  the  build- 
ing to  about  100,000  volumes.  The  cost  of  the 
present  addition,  which  will  be  completed  in 
September,  is  $20,000,  and  is  borne  by  Mr. 
Billings.  From  a  view  given  in  the  American 
Architect  and  Building  News  Dec.  29,  1888,  the 
building  appears  to  lose  by  the  extension  none  of 
the  beauty  of  proportion  for  which  it  has  been  so 
justly  celebrated. 

Cambridge,  Mass.  Public  Library,—  The  new 
building,  described  with  illustrations  in  the  Li- 
brary journal  for  December,  1887,  will  be  com- 
pleted this  summer.  The  donor  is  Frederick  H. 
Rindge,  formerly  of  Cambridge,  but  now  living  in 
California,  and  the  architects.  Van  Brunt  &  Howe, 
who  have  recently  removed  their  main  office  to 
Kansas  City.  The  building  is  of  stone,  of  one 
story,  and  in  the  Romanesque  style.  The  main 
part,  130  feet  front  by  40  feet  deep,  contains  a 
delivery-room  about  31  feet  square,  reading-room 


52x27  feet,  cataloguing-room  12x37  feet,  and 
also  a  "  memorial-room  '*  40X  20  feet,  designed  to 
hold  books  and  other  mementos  of  persons  whose 
names  are  associated  with  the"  history  of  Cam- 
bridge. In  the  rear,  shut  off  by  a  fire  wall,  b  a 
stack  of  three  or  four  tiers,  35  feet  broad  and  85 
feet  long,  estimated  to  hold  172,000  volumes  and 
capable  of  further  extension.  The  cost  of  the 
building,  exclusive  of  the  lot,  which  is  also  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Rindge,  is  about  $65,000. 

Canaan,  Conn.  Douglas  Library,— X  brick 
library  building,  20x30  feet,  the  gift  of  Edmund 
G.  Lawrence,  was  completed  in  November,  1888. 
It  has  shelves  for  2,500  volumes. 

Chicago,  III.  Newberry  Library.—  The  Trus- 
tees made  choice  some  months  ago  of  Henry  Ives 
Cobb  as  architect.  Mr.  Cobb  withdrew  from  the 
firm  of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  library,  and,  after  some  pre- 
liminary study  of  the  subject  here,  went  abroad 
with  Mr.  Blatchford,  of  the  Trustees,  to  visit 
foreign  libraries.  They  are  expected  home  in  a 
few  days.  In  the  plans,  which  are  yet  to  be 
drawn,  we  shall  naturally  expect  to  fijid  incor- 
porated, not  only  what  Mr.  Poole  has  already 
taught  us  of  the  principles  of  library  construction, 
but  also  much  new  teaching. 

Under  date  of  April  12  Mr.  Poole  writes: 
"We  have  between  30,000  and  40,000  volumes 
now  in  the  Newberry,  and  have  already  outgrown 
our  quarters.  It  will  probably  be  five  years 
before  the  new  building  is  finished,  and  we  shall 
probably  have  to  build  larger  temporary  quarters 
to  hold  our  books  till  then.*' 

Chicago,  III.  Public  Library. —  A  new  read- 
ing-room, fitted  up  at  a  cost  of  about  $9,000,  was 
opened  Aug.  27,  1888.  It  is  85x40  feet,  and  will 
seat  from  400  to  500  persons. 

Concord,  N.  H.  Public  Library,—  The  Fowler 
Memorial  Building,  purchased  and  fitted  up  for 
the  public  library  by  William  P.  and  Clara  M. 
Fowler,  at  an  expense  of  about  $25,000,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  city  Oct.  18,  i888.  Originally  a 
substantial  brick  residence,  the  exterior  has  under- 
gone little  change;  but  the  interior  has  been 
entirely  reconstructed,  to  adapt  it  to  its  new  uses. 
The  bookroom,  20x27  feet,  in  two  stories, 
has  been  made  practically  fire-proof.  It  is 
arranged  with  alcoves,  having  a  capacity  of  23,000 
volumes. 
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Dedh AM,  Mass.  Public  Library,—  The  seven- 
teenth annual  report  of  the  library  con  tarns  a  cut 
and  description  of  the  new  building  opened  Nov. 
22,  1888.  The  funds  for  its  erection,  ^30,000  for 
the  building  and  ^5,000  for  the  lot,  were  provided 
by  two  legacies  of  |io,ooo  each,  from  John  Bul- 
lard,  of  New  York,  and  Hannah  Shuttleworth, 
with  smaller  contributions  from  other  sources. 
The  building  is  constructed  of  pink  Dedham  gran- 
ite, quarry  faced,  with  brownstone  trimmings. 
The  architects  were  Howe  &  Van  Brunt,  and,  as 
in  most  of  their  library  buildings,  the  bookroom 
is  a  stack,  fire-proof,  23x33  feet,  and  30  feet  high, 
containing  three  tiers,  and  having  a  capacity  of 
28,800  volumes.  Other  rooms  on  the  first  floor 
are  the  delivery-room,  \2%,  x  24  feet,  reading-room 
23X  39  feet,  and  librarian's  room,  12  x  23  feet. 

East  Hartford,  Conn.    Raymond  Library, — 
The  late  Albert  C.  Raymond  left  to  the  towns  of 
East    Hartford  and  Montville  bequests  for  the 
establishment  of  public  libraries.    The  portion  fall- 
ing to  East  Hartford  at  the  settlement  of  the 
estate,  in  1883,  was  $13,500 ;  and  this,  by  the  terms 
of  the  will,  was  to  accumulate  until  it  reached 
$17,000.    By  wise  management,  the  Trustees  have 
been  able  to  erect  the  past  year  a  building  costing 
$10,000,  and  have    still   remaining  a  permanent 
fund  of  $10,000.    The  building  is  of  two  stories, 
34x60   feet,   the  basement  of    Portland   brown- 
stone;    above,  brick  with    tile   and  brownstone 
trimmings.    The  library  occupies  the  first  floor. 
The  bookroom,  as  at  present  arranged,  has  shelves 
in  wall-cases  and  movable  floor-cases  for    7,000 
volumes,  and  an  ultimate  capacity  of  20,000  vol- 
umes.   The  second  floor  is  entirely  given  up  to  a 
public  hall,  seating  300  persons.     In  the  basement 
has  been  placed  a  kitchen,  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
public  hall,  but  to  guard  against  fire  the  first  floor 
is  constructed  of  iron  girders  and  brick  arches ; 
wire  lathing  has  also  been  used.    The  architect  is 
\Vm.  C.  Brocklesby,  of  Hartford.    The  library 
was  dedicated  March  19,  1889. 

East  Saginaw,  Mich.  Iloyt  Public  Library,— 
This  building,  described  in  Mr.  Larned's  report,  is 
reported  in  the  Library  journal^  September,  1888, 
as  nearly  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $60,000. 

Florence,  Mass.  Lilly  Library. —  Alfred  T. 
Lilly,  of  Florence,  has  given  a  building  site  and 
$12,000  for  a  library  building,  which  is  to  be  ready 
for  occupation  by  the  end  of  the  present  year. 
The  building  will  be  of  brick  and  stone.  Archi- 
tect, Charles  H.  Jones,  of  Northampton. 


Falls  Vi  LLAGE,  Conn.  David M.  Hunt  Library 
and  School  Association, —  The  late  Catharine  Hunt 
left  a  bequest  of  $4,000  for  a  library  and  school 
building,  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  will,  must 
be  completed  within  two  years.  The  building  will 
be  of  brick  and  in  two  stories.  It  is  understood 
that  an  endowment  will  be  provided  by  a  sister  of 
the  testatrix. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Public  Library,— l/ir, 
Carr  writes :  *•  In  October,  1888,  we  moved  (in  con- 
nection with  the  Board  of  Education,  under  whose 
control  we  are)  into  temporary  quarters  (good  for 
three  or  four  years)  in  a  new  City  Hall.  Have 
many  rooms  (sue),  part  on  first  and  part  on  second 
floor,  but  yet  little  room  really  fitted  for  thorough 
library,  work  and  use.  The  placing  of  public 
libraries  in  city  halls  cannot  be  commended  upon 
any  ground  except  absolute  necessity  and  cheese- 
paring economy.*' 

Hamilton,  N.  Y.  Colgate  Library ^  Madison 
University. —  For  plans  and  description  of  this  fine 
building,  the  gift  of  James  B.  Colgate,  of  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.,  I  am  indebted  to  the  architect,  Edwin  A. 
Quick,  of  Yonkers.  It  will  be  of  stone,  thoroughly 
fire-proof,  and  will  cost  $130,000.  Through  a 
vestibule  18  feet  square,  flanked  on  each  side  by 
an  open  porch  of  the  same  dimensions,  is  the 
entrance  to  the  staircase  hall,  34  feet  square  and 
44  feet  high,  with  an  arched  ceiling  and  dome 
light.  On  the  left  is  the  librarian's  and  catalogu- 
ing room,  on  the  right  the  conversation-room  and 
delivery-desk.  Opening  on  the  gallery  of  the 
second  floor  are  seven  large  rooms,  which  will  be 
used  for  college-oflices  and  seminary-rooms.  Back 
of  the  part  already  described  is  an  extension  38  x 
66  feet,  containing  a  stack  in  two  stories.  Over 
the  stack  is  the  main  reading-room,  34  feet  high, 
with  a  vaulted  ceiling.  The  ground  slopes  to 
the  rear,  and  the  first  story  of  the  stack  is  in  th^ 
basement  and  the  second  on  a  level  with  the  main 
floor.  The  estimated  capacity  of  the  building 
is  250,000  volumes.  The  date  set  for  the  com- 
pletion is  Sept.  I,  1890. 

HOLDEN,  Mass.  Damon  Memorial  High  School 
and  Library.— This  fine  building,  given  to  the 
town  of  Holden  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Gale, 
of  Minneapolis,  was  dedicated  Aug.  29,  1888. 
A  description  of  the  building,  of  which  Stephen 
C.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  is  the  architect,  is  con- 
tained in  the  Library  journal  December,  1888,  and 
a  cut  in  the  November  number.    It  is  in  the 
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Romanesque  style,  built  of  rough  granite,  with 
"Kibbe"  sandstone  trimmings,  and  is  fire-proof. 
The  library  occupies  the  first  story,  which  con- 
tains a  vestibule,  7x8  feet,  bookroom,  31  x 40  feet, 
reading-room,  20x28  feet,  and  librarian's  room, 
12x25  ^eet.  The  cost  of  the  building  has  not 
been  made  public. 

HORNELLSVILLE,  N.  Y.  I/brfi^//  Library." 
The  library  has  purchased  during  the  past  year 
and  now  occupies  a  building  erected  in  1874  for 
commercial  purposes.  The  library  uses  the  sec- 
ond story  only,  having  a  reading-room  in  front, 
12x20  feet,  office  in  centre,  10x16  feet,  and  in 
the  rear  a  bookroom,  16x50  feet,  arranged  in 
alcoves.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  $10,000,  of 
which  a  considerable  part  is  yet  unpaid. 

Ithaca,  N.  Y.  Cornell  University  Library,^ 
This,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  college  libraries 
now  under  construction,  is  so  fully  described  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Library  journal  that  little 
more  need  be  said.  That  provision  made  for  so 
large  a  number  of  readers  within  the  building  is 
explained,  no  doubt,  by  the  circunastance  that,  so 
far  as  the  students  are  concerned,  the  library  is 
one  of  reference  only.  The  stacks  appear  to 
possess  decided  advantages  over  any  of  the  high 
sUcks  yet  constructed,  partly  because  of  their 
position  with  reference  to  each  other  and  to  the 
level  of  the  main  floor,  which  practically  reduces 
the  height  one  half,  but  also  because  they  prom- 
ise better  light  and  ventilation.  The  ventilating 
fans,  the  free  space  of  ten  feet  between  the  top- 
most stack  and  the  ceiling,  and  the  absence  of  the 
usual  skylight  promise  a  more  uniform  temperature 
than  has  been  heretofore  obtained.  The  building, 
which  is  to  cost  $225,000,  is  a  conditional  gift 
from  H.  W.  Sage. 

Jamestown,  N.  Y.  fames  Prendergast  Library 
Association.—  TYit  late  Alexander  T.  Prendergast 
made  provision  for  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof 
library  building,  to  cost  not  less  than  150,000. 
The  plans  have  not  yet  been  drawn,  and  it  is  un- 
certain when  the  work  will  be  commenced. 

La  Crosse,  Wis.  Publie  Library, ^Ol  the 
150,000  bequeathed  by  the  late  Cadwallader  C. 
Washburn  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  li- 
brary, only  112,500  could,  by  the  terms  of  the  will, 
be  used  for  the  building.  The  gift  by  the  Young 
Men*s  Library  Association  of  $2,000  in  money, 
and  books  valued  at  $5,000,  increased  the  building 


fund  by  $7,000  (the  value  of  the  books  being 
charged  to  the  book  fund),  and  permitted  the 
erection  of  an  attractive  and  convenient  building, 
costing  $18,500.  The  architect  is  C.  C.  Yost,  of 
Minneapolis;  the  material,  brick  and  terra  cotta 
on  a  stone  foundation.  The  extreme  dimensions 
are  60x70  feet.  The  bookroom,  which  alone  is 
fireproof,  has  a  present  capacity  of  20,000  vol- 
umes, shelved  in  wall  and  floor  cases,  and  is 
planned  with  a  view  to  future  extension.  In  the 
second  story  is  an  audience-room,  seating  300. 
The  building  was  dedicated  Nov.  20,  1888. 

Leavenworth,  Kan.  Ward  Memorial  Library, 
Western  Branch  National  Military  Home.— K  li- 
brary building  costing  $15,000,  the  gift  of  Horatio 
Ward,  was  completed  Jan.  i,  1889.  It  is  of  brick, 
with  stone  coping ;  dimensions,  40  x  1 20  feet.  The 
bookroom,  40x80  feet,  is  arranged  on  the  alcove 
plan.  E.  T.  Carr,  of  Leavenworth,  was  the  archi- 
tect. 

Lexington,  Ky.  The  American  Architect  and 
Building  News  of  March  9, 1889,  contains  a  sketch 
for  a  "  memorial  library  "  at  Lexington,  by  Willis 
Polk,  architect,  but  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
obtaining  any  details  concerning  it. 

Louisville,  K  y.  Library  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary, —  Mrs.  J.  Lawrence 
Smith  has  given  $50,000  for  a  new  library  build- 
ing, plans  for  which  are  now  being  prepared  by 
Mason  Maury,  of  Louisville.    It  will  be  fire-proof. 

Macon,  Ga.  Public  Library. —  In  the  Library 
journal  for  December,  1888,  it  is  stated  that  "  the 
Directors  have  decided  to  erect  a  building  which 
shall  cost  about  $10,000.  Twenty-five  hundred  of 
this  has  already  been  voluntarily  subscribed,  and 
more  is  expected.  Any  deficit  in  the  whole  sum 
will  be  met  by  an  issue  of  bonds." 

Madison,  N.  J.  Library  of  Drew  Theological 
Seminary, —  Illustrations  and  plans  of  this  build- 
ing, completed  in  October,  1888,  at  a  cost  of 
$80,000,  are  given  in  the  Year  Book  of  the  sem- 
inary for  1887-88.  It  is  of  stone  and  thoroughly 
fire-proof  in  construction,  even  to  the  shelving, 
which  is  iron.  While  the  exterior  is  attractive, 
the  interior  is  evidently  not  planned  in  a  manner 
to  secure  the  greatest  economy  of  space  or  con- 
venience of  use.  On  either  side  of  the  vestibule 
is  a  room  25  feet  square  (one  designated  as  a 
museum),  having  no  direct  communication  with 
the  library-room,  in  the  rear.    This  last  is  one  un- 
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divided  room,  50  x  loo  feet,  arranged  in  alcoves, 
six  on  each  side,  and  in  the  gallery  a  correspond 
ing  number  of  alcoves.  In  the  central  space,  and 
also  in  the  alcoves,  are  tables  for  readers.  The 
Librarian,  Mr.  Ayres,  writes  that  the  light  Is  excep- 
tionally good.  The  lower  alcoves  have  each  a 
double  window  in  the  side  wall,  while  the  upper 
alcoves  receive  light  only  from  the  roof,  which  is 
partly  of  glass,  through  a  ceiling  also  of  glass. 
The  estimated  capacity  of  the  building  is  45,000 
volumes,  the  present  number  24,500.  Extension, 
when  it  becomes  necessary,  can  be  made  only  in 
the  rear,  and  this  can  hardly  fail  to  exaggerate  the 
defects  of  the  plan. 

Manchester  -  by  -  the  -  Sea,  Mass.  Memorial 
Library  and  Grand  Army  HalL—  This  building, 
erected  in  1887  by  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  at  a  cost 
of  about  125,000,  contains  a  library-room,  28  x  40 
feet,  with  shelves  for  15,000  volumes,  a  memo- 
rial hall,  and  a  room  for  the  Grand  Army  Post,  the 
latter  to  revert  to  the  library  when  the  Post  shall 
cease  to  exist.  Illustrations  of  the  building,  which 
is  built  of  seam-faced  granite,  are  given  in  the 
Dedication  Sirvices,  Boston,  1888.  The  architect 
is  C.  F.  McKirn. 

Memphis,  Tenn.  Cossitt  Library, —  Concern- 
ing the  reported  gift  for  this  library,  Mr.  Carring- 
ton  Mason  writes :  '*  It  was  the  purpose  of  the 
late  F.  H.  Cossitt,  of  New  York,  once  a  citizen  of 
this  place,  to  donate  ^75,000  toward  a  public 
library  in  this  city.  But  he  died  suddenly,  and 
without  making  any  provision  for  the  execution  of 
his  purpose  in  his  will.  The  family,  however, 
being  fully  advised  of  Mr.  Cossitt^s  intention,  have 
signified  a  willingness  to  make  the  proposed  dona- 
tion. The  fund  is  not  yet  in  hand,  and  therefore 
no  steps  whatever  have  been  taken  toward  build- 
ing, or  in  the  direction  of  opening  a  library  in 
hired  quarters.  It  is  not  likely  that  we  will  build 
soon,  unless  the  benefaction  can  be  considerably 
added  to,  in  the  way  of  private  subscriptions  to  be 
made  by  our  own  citizens.'* 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  Pnblic  Library. —  To 
the  full  description  contained  in  Mr.  Larned's 
report  there  is  little  to  add.  Mr.  Herbert  Putnam 
informs  me  that,  owing,  in  the  first  place,  to  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  contractors  for  the  iron-work  of 
the  roof,  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  the  fact  that 
the  iron-work,  when  delivered,  was  almost  wholly 
a  "  misfit "  and  had  to  be  made  over,  the  building, 
which  was  to  have  been  completed  last  fall,  will 


not  be  ready  till  July.  He  adds :  ^  Two  items  I 
may  perhaps  note  —  first,  that  the  delay  in  con- 
struction has  led  to  rather  increased  elaboratton 
of  design  (the  reading-rooms,  e.  g.,  are  to  be  fin- 
ished with  mahogany) ;  second,  that  the  cost  is  to 
exceed  $250,000,  instead  of  being  1190,00a  The 
city  tax  for  1888  (about  135,000)  has,  for  the  most 
part,  provided  for  this.  Meantime,  we  have  been 
gathering  books  and  cataloguing  them,  so  that  we 
shall  open  the  library  next  fall  with  at  least  jo/xx) 
volumes. 

Muskegon,  Mich.  Hockley  Library. --Ih^ 
description  and  cut  of  this  fine  building  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Library  Journal  make  few  details 
necessary  here.  Mr.  Hackley's  gift  for  a  public 
library  was  $100,000,  afterwards  increased  to 
1125,00a  Of  this  sum  about  |8o,ooo  will  be 
expended  upon  the  building,  of  which  Patton  & 
Fisher,  of  Chicago,  are  the  architects.  It  is  in  the 
Romanesque  style,  of  pink  syenite,  with  brown- 
stone  trimmings,  and  contains,  on  the  first  floor, 
a  delivery-room,  31  x  50  feet,  two  reading-rooms,  a 
room  for  a  reference  library,  and  a  bookroom, 
42x56  feet,  with  a  capacity  of  71,500  volumes, 
shelved  in  wall  and  floor  cases.  The  second  story 
will  contain  a  large  lecture-room  and  a  smaller 
room  for  a  museum  or  art  gallery. 

New  H avek.  Conn.  Free  Pnblic  Library.—  The 
question  whether  the  old  State  House  shall  be 
repaired  for  the  use  mainly  of  the  public  library 
is  still  apparently  far  from  being  settled.  It  was 
submitted  to  popular  vote  more  than  a  year  ago, 
and  authority  was  given  to  repair,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $30,000.  The  estimates  obtained 
by  the  committee  in  charge  called  for  an  expendi- 
ture of  nearly  double  this  sum,  and  nothing  was 
done.  The  contest  has  now  resolved  itself  into 
one  between  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of  the 
State  House, —  those  who  wish  it  repaired  and 
those  who  wish  it  removed, —  without  much  regard 
to  the  claims  of  the  public  library.  Meantime, 
the  growth  of  the  library  will  soon  make  neces- 
sary other  and  better  provision  than  its  present 
narrow  quarters  afford. 

New  Haven,  Conn.  Yale  University  Library. 
—  This  building,  which  will  cost  $125,000  and  is 
now  approaching  completion,  is  the  gift  of  the  late 
Hon.  Simeon  B.  Chittenden,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
and  a  memorial  of  his  daughter,  Mary  Hartwell 
Lusk,  wife  of  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Lusk,  who  died  in  187 1. 
The  architects  are  J.  C.  Cady  &  Co.,  1 1 1  Broad- 
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way,  New  York.  The  style  is  early  Romanesque 
and  the  material  brownstone  of  two  shades,  from 
the  Longmeadow,  Mass.,  quarries.  The  construc- 
tion is  thoroughly  fire-proof.  The  floors  are  .of 
iron  and  brick,  and  the  roof  of  iron,  covered  with 
terra-cotta  blocks  and  tiles;  the  outer  walls  are 
lined  with  porous  terra  cotta,  and  no  wood  enters 
into  the  construction  of  floors  or  ceiling^.  The 
staircases  and  lifts  are  also  in  an  independent 
section,  shut  off  by  iron  doors  and  solid  walls. 

The  main  building,  which  is  50  feet  front  by 
100  deep,  is  in  three  stories  of  16  feet  each.  The 
reading-room,  .which  adjoins  it  on  the  south,  is 
octagonal  in  shape,  and  has  a  diameter  of  48  feet. 
The  entrance  is  through  an  open  porch  to  a 
lobby,  one  story  only  in  height,  which  opens 
directly  into  the  delivery-room,  and  also  leads  to 
the  reading-room.  The  front  or  eastern  end  of 
the  main  floor  is  occupied  by  three  rooms, —  the 
librarian's  and  two  others, — each  15x19  feet. 
Back  of  these  is  the  delivery-room,  29  X46  feet,  or, 
including  the  lobby,  29x62  feet.  Hat  and  coat 
rooms,  which  are  simply  enclosed  by  screens  8 
feet  high  and  the  delivery  counter,  shut  off  the 
rest  of  the  floor  from  the  public.  Back  of  these 
are  cases  which  will  hold  25,000  volumes  of  the 
books  in  most  frequent  demand,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  room  is  a  space  1 1  x  46  feet,  where  some 
of  the  cataloguing  will  be  done.  The  two  upper 
floors  are  undivided  rooms,  with  floor  and  wall 
cases  7  feet  8  inches  high,  the  space  above  being 
reserved,  after  Mr.  Poole's  plan,  for  light  and  air. 
Both  the  floors  are  magnificently  lighted,  and 
have  a  capacity  of  80,000  volumes  each,  which 
will  be  increased  by  the  main  floor  to  about 
200,000  in  all. 

The  reading-room  will  accommodate  ninety  read- 
ers, and  on  the  walls  are  shelves  for  4,000  or  5,000 
volumes  of  books  of  reference.  Among  the  deco- 
rative features  is  a  beautiful  and  costly  memorial 
window,  added  by  Mr.  Chittenden  to  his  original 
gift.  The  building  is  ventilated  by  a  fan  driven 
by  an  electric  motor,  and  heated  by  steam  ;  indi- 
rect radiation  on  the  first  floor*  with  mixing  damp' 
ers  attached  to  all  the  registers,  and  direct  radia- 
tion on  the  upper  floors.  Underneath  the  whole 
building  is  a  dry  and  light  basement,  where  books 
will  be  received  and  unpacked. 

The  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  construction  of 
our  new  building  was  not  altogether  simple.  Of 
the  space  available  for  the  use  of  the  library 
(about  350  feet  front  by  100  feet  deep),  the  central 
part  was  already  occupied  by  the  old  building; 
too  good  to  be  removed  at  present,  but  too  poor 


a  specimen  of  library  architecture  to  be  preserved 
and  incorporated  in  our  future  building.  The 
only  course  open  to  us  was  to  begin  at  one  end  of 
the  line  and  build  toward  the  centre ;  making  a 
temporary  connection  with  the  old  building,  which 
will  remain  in  use  until  displaced  by  the  extension 
of  the  new.  If  the  part  which  we  have  erected 
were  designed  to  be  complete  in  itself,  a  more 
complex  structure  would  doubtless  have  been 
desirable. 

New  Havkn,  Conn.  P^wut^  3f€n*s  Institute,-- 
The  institute,  which  occupies  only  the  upper  part 
of  its  building,  renting  the  first  story  for  business 
purposes,  is  about  to  make  an  addition  in  the  rear, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $5,000.  The  extension  will  l>e 
50X  21  feet,  and  the  space  which  the  library  gains 
will  be  used  partly  for  a  ladies*  reading-room,  and 
partly  for  additional  shelving. 

New  London,  Conn.  Publu  Library,^  K 
library  building,  which  is  to  be  a  memorial  of  the 
late  Henry  P.  Haven,  is  to  be  erected  by  the 
trustees  of  his  estate.  Plans  have  been  drawn  by 
Shepley,  Rutan  &  Coolidge,  and  work  will  be  com- 
menced at  once.  The  building  will  be  of  Long- 
meadow  brownstone,  but  details  of  the  plan  and 
the  cost  I  am  unable  to  give. 

New  Orleans,  La.  Charles  T,  Howard 
Memorial  Library. —  A  description  of  the  building, 
with  ground  plan  and  elevation,  is  given  in  the 
Library  journal  for  September,  1888.  For  some 
further  details  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Librarian.  It  was  designed  by  the  late  H.  H. 
Richardson  and  completed  by  his  successors, 
Shepley,  Rutan  &  Coolidge.  It  was  erected  by 
Miss  Annie  Turner  Howard  as  a  memorial  to  her 
father,  at  a  cost,  including  furniture,  of  about 
$162,000.  The  material  is  "  Kibbe  "  Longmeadow 
brownstone.  The  bookroom,  75  x  40  feet,  with 
floor  and  gallery  alcoves,  the  latter  accessible  only 
by  staircases  placed  at  the  far  end  of  the  room, 
has  a  capacity  of  30,000  volumes ;  and  a  circular 
reading-room,  41  feet  in  diameter,  accommodates 
80  to  100  readers.  The  interior  is  elaborately  and 
beautifully  finished  in  quartered  oak.  The  build- 
ing was  completed  Dec.  31,  1888,  and  opened  to 
the  public  March  4,  1889. 

Newport,  N.  H.  Public  Library,  —  Hon. 
Dexter  Richards  presented  to  the  town  of 
Newport,  Feb.  22,  1889,  *  >^«w  library  building, 
furnished  with  a  library,  and  a  permanent  fund  of 
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$15,000;    the  whole  amount   of   the  gift   being 
^0,000. 

New  York  City.  Bru^e  Free  Library. —  Thit 
is  the  name  borne  by  the  second  branch  of  the 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library.  The  build- 
ing, which  is  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings, 
50x100  feet,  cost,  including  the  land,  about 
$50,000^  and  was  erected  by  Miss  Catharine 
Wolfe  Bruce  as  a  memorial  to  her  father.  The 
library  occupies  the  first  story,  which  is  separated 
from  the  basement  by  a  fire-proof  floor  of  brick 
and  iron,  and  the  reading-room  the  second  story. 
The  cases,  arranged  in  one  tier,  have  a  capacity  of 
20,000  volumes ;  present  number,  about  10,000. 
To  her  gift  of  the  building,  Miss  Bruce  added 
15,000  worth  of  books.  A  cut  of  the  building,  of 
which  A.  £.  Harney  was  the  architect,  is  found  in 
the  Library  journal  for  January,  1888. 

New  York  City.  Jackson  Square  Library.-- 
The  third  branch  of  the  New  York  Free  Circulat- 
ing Library,  opened  July,  1888,  was  the  gift  of 
Mr.  George  W.  Vanderbilt  The  size,  cost,  and 
general  arrangement  are  substantially  the  same  as 
those  of  the  Bruce  library.  It  is  in  the  Dutch 
style,  and  contains,  in  the  third  story,  apartments 
for  the  librarian  in  charge.  The  architect  was 
Richard  M.  Hunt. 

Norfolk,  Conn.  Norfolk  Library.—  A  charm- 
ing library  building,  erected  by  Miss  Isabella 
Eldridge  as  a  memorial  to  her  parents  (her  father* 
Rev.  Joseph  Eldridge,  D.  D.,  died  in  1875  after 
long  service  as  pastor  there),  was  opened  for  use 
March  7,  1888.  For  the  present  Miss  Eldridge 
retains  the  ownership,  as  she  also  provides  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  library ;  but  it  is  free  to 
all  residents,  and  will  ultimately  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 
The  cost  of  the  building  was  $25,000 ;  the 
architect  George  Keeler,  of  Hartford.  The  first 
story  is  of  Longmeadow  brownstone ;  the  second 
story  and  the  roof  are  covered  with  Akron  tiles. 
The  length  of  the  building  is  75  feet,  the  width 
from  47  to  27  feet.  The  library-room  is  46  x  27 
feet,  with  a  gallery,  and  is  arranged  with  alcoves* 
having  in  all  a  capacity  of  about  25,000  volumes. 
There  is  a  large  bay  window  at  the  end  of  the 
room,  but  no  windows  in  the  lower  alcoves,  which 
receive  light  from  the  gallery  windows  through 
large  wells  in  the  gallery  floor.  The  first  floor 
contains  also  a  reading-room,  a  conversation-room, 
and  a  reception  hall,  all  furnished  with  homelike 


elegance.  In  the  second  story  are  living-rooms  for 
the  librarian.  The  library  opens  with  about  2,500 
volumes,  and  yearly  additions  to  the  value  of 
$1,000  or  $1,500  will  be  made. 

Norton,  Mass.  Public  Library. — A  detailed 
description  of  this  substantial  building,  dedicated 
Feb.  I,  1888,  is  contained  in  the  Library  journal 
for  February,  1888,  and  more  folly,  with  illustra- 
tions, both  of  the  exterior  and  interior,  in  a  sepa- 
rately published  report  of  the  dedication.  The 
walls  are  of  brick  and  Longmeadow  brownstone, 
rising  from  a  base  of  Milford  granite.  The  prin- 
cipal dimensions  are:  library-room,  24x54  feet 
and  18  feet  high;  reading-room,  15X  20  feet;  libra- 
rian's room,  11x14  feet.  The  books  are  at  present 
arranged  only  in  wall  cases,  but  later  an  alcove 
arrangement  and  a  gallery  are  contemplated. 
The  cost  of  the  building  has  not  been  made 
public,  but  $25,000  is  thought  to  be  a  fair  estimate. 
Stephen  C.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  was  the  architect. 

Olivet,  Mich.  Leonard  Burrage  Memorial 
Hall,  Olivet  College.— The  expected  cost  of  the 
building,  designed  by  Arthur  B.  Jennings,  145 
Broadway,  N.  Y.,  is  $25,000,  of  which  the  donor 
whose  name  it  bears,  contributes  $20,000.  The 
material  is  field  stone,  chiefly  granite  boulders, 
trimmed  with  Ionia  sandstone.  The  extreme 
dimensions  are  iiox  52  feet.  The  stack,  which  is 
of  two  tiers  and  fire-proof,  is  50  x  36  feet ;  delivery- 
room,  36x22  feet;  reading-room,  30x22  feet; 
librarian's  room,  iixii  feet.  The  second  story 
contains  two  rooms,  30X  22  feet  and  i8x  12  feet, 
for  special  study.  The  capacity  of  the  suck  is 
63,000  volumes.  In  the  basement  under  the  stack 
and  in  the  attic,  provision  can  be  made  later  for 
43,000  volumes  more.  Another  stack  can  be 
added  in  the  rear,  at  right  angles  with  the  present 
stack,  which  will  double  the  capacity  given  above. 
The  building  is  to  be  completed  during  the  com- 
ing winter. 

Olnbyville,  R.  I.  Free  Library.—  The  Asso- 
ciation has  received  a  bequest  of  land  and  money, 
and  will  build  within  a  year,  but  the  plans  have 
not  yet  been  fully  decided  upon. 

Oskaloosa,  Ia.  Spencer  Library,  Penn  College. 
—  I  find  in  Building^  Dec  8, 1888,  an  illustration  of 
the  exterior  of  the  building,  of  which  L.  S.  Buffing- 
ton  of  Minneapolis,  is  the  architect.  It  represents 
a  building  of  one  story,  with  walls  chiefly  of  field- 
stone.  Details  of  the  plan  and  cost  I  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain. 
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Pasadena,  Cal.  FMk  Library,— K  new 
building,  costing  about  $25,000,  has  been  erected 
the  past  year.  In  Holder's  All  About  Pasadena^ 
Boston,  1889,  it  is  pronounced  "  the  ^nest  of  the 
kind  west  of  Denver,"  and  the  cut  there  given  cer- 
tainly shows  it  to  be  a  handsome  building. 

Paterson,  N.  J.  Free  Public  Library,—  Mrs. 
Mary  £.  Ryle  has  given  the  fine  house  which  had 
been  her  father's  residence,  for  the  use  of  the 
library,  stipulating  only  that  it  should  bear  his 
name  and  be  called  the  Danforth  Library  Build- 
ing. The  house,  for  which  an  offer  of  #40,000  had 
been  recently  refused,  will  furnish  ample  accom- 
modations for  the  library  for  several  years  to 
come ;  and  the  lot,  which  is  100  x  75  feet,  and  on 
a  comer,  will  make  possible  future  extension* 
Plans  for  the  necessary  changes  in  the  house  are 
already  under  consideration. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  Library  Company, ~^1\i<t 
Library  journal  for  March,  1888,  states  that 
"  Henry  C.  Lea  offers  to  build  an  extension  to  the 
library  building  on  Locust  street,  at  a  cost  of 
$50,000,  on  condition  that  the  present  facilities  for 
the  public  use  of  the  library  shall  not  be  abridged 
in  the  future.  The  offer  has  been  accepted ;  and 
the  addition,  doubling  the  present  accommoda- 
tions, will  be  an  exact  counterpart  of,  and  in  the 
rear  of,  the  present  building." 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  Library  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania, — This  building,  which  is  perhaps 
the  most  original  of  the  new  library  constructions, 
b  so  fully  described  in  the  Library  journal  for 
August,  1888,  that  few  details  are  here  necessary. 
It  hardly  need  be  remarked  that  the  floor  plan 
there  given  has  been  reversed  in  the  transfer 
process,  as  a  comparison  with  the  elevation  shows. 
It  is  correctly  given,  together  with  a  plan  of  the 
second  floor,  in  the  Pennsylvanian  of  Sept.  26, 
1888.  The  architects  are  Fumess,  Evans  &  Co., 
of  Philadelphia.  The  cost  of  the  building  as  at 
present  constructed,  with  only  three  of  the  eight 
bays,  is  $200,000,  met  by  contributions  from  many 
friends  of  the  University,  the  largest  being  $50,000 
from  Joseph  Wharton.  The  main  building,  which 
is  140x80  feet,  and  four  stories  high,  contains 
ample  accommodations  for  the  work  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  librar}',  and  on  the  upper  floors 
lecture-rooms  and  rooms  for  private  study  or 
seminary  uses.  From  the  reading-room  radiate 
seven  alcoves,  in  which  can  be  placed  20,000  vol- 
umes of  reserved  and  reference  books.    The  most 


striking  feature  of  the  building  is,  however,  the 
stack,  96  feet  broad,  and  when  completed  to  be 
no  feet  long,  though  only  40  feet  of  the  length  is 
at  present  under  construction.  Unlike  the  ordi- 
nary type  of  the  stack,  which  is  high  and  narrow 
and  lighted  either  wholly  or  mainly  from  the 
sides,  this  is  low  and  broad,  and  lighted  entirely 
from  the  roof.  It  consists,  in  fact,  of  three 
parallel  stacks  under  one  roof,  the  middle  one  27 
feet  wide,  the  others  24  feet  each.  At  present 
only  the  first  tier  is  to  be  built,  though  ultimately 
the  middle  stack  will  have  three  tiers  and  the  side 
stacks  two  tiers.  In  capacity  it  is  therefore  equal 
to  the  ordinary  stack,  seven  tiers  high,  or,  as  the 
upper  tiers  are  somewhat  narrower,  to  a  stack,  say 
of  six  tiers.  There  is  here  a  very  manifest  econ- 
omy of  the  muscular  force  consumed  in  climbing 
stairs,  but  no  great  economy  in  the  cost  of  con- 
struction, and  the  opposite  of  economy  in  the 
ground  occupied.  The  roof  is  entirely  of  glass ; 
and,  though  it  is  ceiled  underneath  with  a  glass 
diffuser  which  may  serve  to  moderate  the  cold  of 
winter  and  the  heat  of  summer,  I  should  have 
fears  (which  may  prove  groundless)  that  a  long 
summer  vacation  would  become  as  necessary  for 
the  librarians  as  for  the  professors  of  the  Univer- 
sity. The  reading-room  alcoves,  which  are  low 
and  lighted  from  the  roof,  may  possibly  suffer 
from  the  same  cause. 

The  capacity  of  the  present  stack,  with  a  single 
tier,  is  85,000  volumes;  of  the  completed  stack, 
with  all  the  tiers,  512,000  volumes.  The  stack  is 
absolutely  fire-proof,  and  the  rest  of  the  building 
practically  so.  The  basement  is  of  Nova  Scotia 
red  sandstone,  the  upper  walls  brick  with  terra- 
cotta mouldings.  Mr.  Keen,  the  Librarian, 
informs  me  that  the  stack  will  be  completed  for 
use  in  September  next,  and  the  rest  of  the  build- 
ing a  year  later.  A  building  having  so  much  of 
novelty  is  necessarily  more  or  less  an  experiment. 
If  successful  it  will,  for  that  reason,  deserve  and 
receive  the  greater  honor. 

Pine  Bluffs,  Aek.  Merrill  Institute,--  Joseph 
Merrill,  of  Pine  Bluffs,  has  given  a  site  and  $15,000 
for  the  erection  of  a  brick  building,  which  is  to 
contain  a  reading-room,  lecture-hall,  and  gymna- 
sium. The  dimensions  of  the  building,  which  is 
to  be  completed  in  November  next,  will  be  50  x  114 
feet. 

PirrsBUEG,  Pa.  Respecting  Mr.  Carnegie's 
munificent  offer  to  Pittsburg,  Miss  Macrum,  the 
Librarian  of  the  Pittsburg  Library  Association, 
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writes  me  that  he  proposed  to  build  and  equip  a 
library  costing  $500,000,  if  the  dty  would  appro- 
priate $I5/X)0  a  year  to  carry  it  on.  This  the  dty 
was  unable  to  do  without  spedal  legislation,  hav- 
ing already  exceeded  the  legal  limit  of  indebted- 
ness. After  much  delay  a  bill  was  passed,  and 
now  only  awaits  an  ordinance  of  the  City  Coundl. 
Meantime,  Mr.  Carnegie  suggested  that,  as  there 
had  been  so  much  delay,  it  might  be  better  to 
wait  until  the  Allegheny  library  was  completed 
on  the  ground  that  the  second  could  be  built  better 
than  the  first. 

Portland,  Mb.  JU/ic  Ubrary,-^T\it  new 
Baxter  Building,  occupied  jointly  by  the  public 
library  and  the  Maine  Historical  Society,  was  ded- 
icated Feb.  21,  1889.  It  was  the  gift  of  James 
Phinney  Baxter.  The  building,  which  is  of  brick 
and  stone,  75  x  100  feet,  with  a  large  vault  and  fire- 
proof room,  cost  $50,000 ;  the  land,  $25,000  more. 
Both  the  libraries  are  placed  in  stacks  of  four 
tiers  each. 

QuiNCY,  III.  Free  Public  Library , --Th^s 
building,  just  completed,  is  fully  described,  with 
illustrations,  in  the  Library  journal  for  March, 
1889.  The  funds  of  the  Quincy  Library,  a  sub- 
scription library  of  long  standing,  and  private  sub- 
scriptions provided  for  its  erection.  The  cost  of 
the  building  alone  was  about  $23,000,  of  the  build- 
ing and  lot  $35/xx).  The  material  is  a  grayish 
white  limestone,  from  the  neighboring  bluffs.  The 
bookroom,  which  is  arranged  as  a  stack  of  one 
tier,  has  a  present  capadty  of  20,000  volumes.  A 
second  tier  can  be  added,  and  there  is  also  space 
in  the  rear  for  a  future  extension.  Patton  & 
Fisher,  of  Chicago,  were  the  architects. 

Raleigh,  N.  C.  North  Carolina  State  Library. 
—  The  library  was  removed  in  March,  1888,  to  the 
new  "  Supreme  Court  and  Library  Building,"  an 
L  shaped  building,  of  which  the  Supreme  Court 
occupies  the  two  lower,  and  the  library  the  two 
upper,  stories.  The  reading-room  is  40x35  feet, 
and  25  feet  high,  and  the  bookrooms  have  a 
capacity  of  at  least  100,000  volumes. 

RiDGEWAY,  Mich.  Jonathan  Hall  Memorial 
Library.  —  This  is  a  brick  building  on  a  stone 
foundation,  erected  by  Rufus  T.  Bush,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a  memorial  to  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Bush.  The  dimensions  are  20  x  40  feet,  the 
cost  $3,500.    It  was  dedicated  Nov.  16,  1887. 


Rutland,  Vt.  H,  //.  Baxter  Memorial.^  For 
the  following  details  and  a  floor  plan  of  this 
library,  erected  by  the  wife  and  the  son  of  the  late 
H.  H.  Baxter,  I  am  indebted  to  the  architects, 
Brunner  &  Tryon,  39  Union  square,  W.,  New 
York.  The  building  is  in  the  Romanesque  style, 
and  built  of  rock-faced  gray  marble.  It  is  48  feet 
front  by  73  feet  deep,  and  contains  a  bookroom, 
27  X  30  feet ;  two  reading-rooms,  each  16  x  20  feet ; 
and  a  librarian's  room,  11  x  13,  adjoining  which  is 
a  large  fire-proof  book  closet  The  books  will  be 
arranged,  for  the  most  part,  in  alcoves  around  the 
semicircular  end  of  the  bookroom;  while  the 
reading-rooms  contain  cases  for  holding  prints  and 
folios.  The  estimated  capadty  of  the  shelving  is 
15,000  volumes;  and  8,000  volumes,  fine  editions 
in  choice  bindings,  have  already  been  gathered, 
against  the  completion  of  the  building,  which  will 
be  about  January  next.  The  library  is  strictly  for 
reference.  The  cost  of  the  building  is  not  far 
from  $25,ooa 

St.  Lou  IS,  Mo.  Mercantile  Library,—  The  place 
of  the  present  meeting,  not  less  than  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  building  already  published  in  the  Library 
journal  for  January,  1889,  makes  further  notice 
here  unnecessary.  The  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association  cannot  be  too  warmly  con- 
gratulated on  the  possession  of  its  delightful  rooms, 
and  a  productive  property  worth,  above  all  encum- 
brances, $500,oor\  and  on  the*enterprise  which  has 
brought  about  this  happy  result. 

Salem,  Mass.  Public  Library, —  The  heirs  of 
the  late  John  Bertram  offered  to  the  city  his  home- 
stead for  a  public  library,  on  condition  that  the 
city  should  appropriate  money  for  the  necessary 
alterations,  for  the  support  of  the  library,  and 
should  raise  by  subscription,  or  otherwise,  a  per- 
manent fund  of  $25,000.  The  generous  offer  was 
promptly  accepted.  The  value  of  the  gift  is  esti- 
mated at  $50,000.  The  house  is  of  brick  with  free- 
stone trimmings,  and  easily  adapted  to  its  new 
use,  while  the  grounds  furnish  ample  room  for  any 
needed  enlargement  in  the  future.  The  altera- 
tions are  nearly  completed,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$7*500,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be 
occupied  next  month. 

San  Pedro,  Cal.  F^ee  Library,— K  two-story 
building  of  brick,  on  a  stone  foundation,  24  x  44 
feet,  will  be  completed  this  month.  It  will  have  a 
capacity  of  5,000  volumes,  and  will  cost  about 
$3,300,  which  has  been  raised  by  subscriptions 
and  benefit  entertainments. 
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SiMSBURY,  Conn.  Free  Library, —  A  brick 
building,  costing  |io,ooo,  the  gift  of  Amos  R. 
Eno,  will  be  completed  in  July.  The  extreme 
dimensions  are  51x36  feet.  For  the  bookroom, 
20x48  feet,  wall  cases  will  be  used  for  the  present, 
and  later  alcoves,  with  a  capacity  of  8,000  volumes. 
In  the  second  story  are  living-rooms  for  the  libra- 
rian. The  boilding  is  in  the  colonial  style,  and 
was  designed  by  Melvin  H.  Hapgood,  of  Hartford. 

Spencer,  Mass.  Sugden  Library, —  Richard 
Sugden  has  presented  to  the  town  a  library  build- 
ing, costing  125,000.  The  basement  is  granite, 
the  walls  above  of  brick  with  Longroeadow  brown- 
stone  trimmings.  The  main  building  is  32x60 
feet,  with  a  projection  in  front  1 1  x  39  feet.  De- 
tails of  the  plans,  which  were  drawn  by  H.  D. 
Wadlin,  of  Boston,  are  given  in  the  Library  jour- 
nal for  July,  1888,  and  a  cut  in  the  number  for 
November.  It  will  be  arranged  at  first  for  10,000 
volumes,  but  by  the  use  of  the  gallery  the  capacity 
can  be  increased  to  30,000. 

Springfield,  O.  Public  Library,^  In  the  Li- 
brary journal^  May,  1887,  the  announcement  was 
made  that  Benjamin  H.  Warder  had  purchased, 
for  $12,000,  a  lot,  and  on  this  lot  and  the  one 
adjoining,  the  two  having  a  frontage  of  100  feet 
and  a  depth  of  150  feet,  would  erect  a  handsome 
stone  building,  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $50,000, 
which,  with  the  ground,  would  be  donated  to  the 
city  on  the  condition  that  it  be  used  as  a  public 
library.  The  building,  the  plans  for  which  were 
drawn  by  Shepley,  Rutan  and  Coolidge,  is  now  in 
course  of  erection. 

Stockton,  C  AL.  Free  Public  Library.--  A  new 
building,  50x80  feet,  of  brick  and  granite,  was 
opened  for  use  Feb.  18,  1889.  It  is  in  two  stories, 
but  only  the  first  is  at  present  fitted  up  for  use. 
The  cost  was  $11,050,  of  which  $5,000  was  a  gift 
from  Frank  Stewart.  The  bookroom  and  read- 
ing-room are  in  one,  separated  only  by  a  railing 
and  counter,  the  books  placed  in  wall  cases  and 
movable  floor  cases. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Von  Ranke  Library  of  Syra- 
cuse University, —  The  new  library  building,  which 
Dr.  J.  A.  Reid  made  the  condition  of  his  gift  of 
the  Von  Ranke  library,  was  completed  April  i. 
The  terms  of  the  gift  called  for  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing, but  this  seems  to  be  at  best  only  of  the  slow- 
burning  order  of  construction.  The  material  is 
brick,  and  the  dimensions,  90X  50  feet,  with  an  L, 


22  X  25  feet  In  the  bookroom,  70  x  50  feet,  there 
is  a  novel  arrangement  of  the  stacks,  which  are 
two  in  number,  12  feet  wide  and  3  tiers  high,  and 
are  placed  one  on  each  side  of  the  room,  with 
tables  for  readers  between  them,  much  as  in  the 
ordinary  alcove  plan.  The  capacity  of  the  stack 
is  1 50,000  volumes,  and  in  the  upper  rooms  shelves 
can  be  provided  for  50,000  volumes  more.  The 
cost  of  the  building,  of  which  A.  Russell,  of  Syra- 
cuse, was  the  architect,  is  between  $40,000  and 
$50,000. 

Toledo,  O.  Public  lJbrary,—1\it  new  build- 
ing, the  completion  of  which  is  expected  in 
September,  is  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings,  and 
of  fire-proof  construction  throughout.  The 
extreme  dimensions  are  140x70  feet,  reading-room 
34X  53  feet,  reference-room  i6x  46  feet,  librarian's 
room  15x20  feet.  The  bookroom,  37x83  feet, 
has  at  present  only  a  stack  of  one  tier,  but  with 
additional  tiers  its  capacity  will  be  120,000 
volumes.  The  cost  of  the  building  is  $65,000. 
E.  O.  Fallis,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  fore- 
going details,  is  the  architect. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Library  of  Congress, — 
By  the  action  of  Congress  at  the  dose  of  the  last 
session,  the  long  dispute  over  the  plans  of  our 
national  library  building  has  undoubtedly  been 
finally  put  to  rest,  and  the  building  will  now  go  on 
without  further  interruption.  The  general  plan  of 
Mr.  Smithmeyer  is  retained,  but  it  has  been 
stripped  of  some  of  its  more  questionable  features 
and  considerably  reduced  in  expense.  This  much 
of  good,  at  least,  has  been  accomplished  by  the  dis- 
cussion which  started  in  our  Association.  Of  the  two 
plans  submitted  by  Gen.  Casey,  one  providing  for 
a  building  costing  $4,000,000,  the  other  $6,000,000, 
both  agreed  in  retaining  essentially  unchanged  the 
central  building  with  its  reading-room,  and  both 
omitted  the  greater  part  of  Mr.  Smithmeyer*s  laby- 
rinth of  stacks  and  courts,  reducing  the  former  to 
one-third  their  total  length,  and  the  latter  from 
ten  to  four.  The  $4,000,000  plan  further  short- 
ened the  length  of  the  front  and  materially  lessened 
the  capacity  of  the  building,  making  it  sufficient 
only  for  the  probable  growth  of  fifty-four  years. 
Since  the  building  would,  on  either  plan,  be  in- 
capable of  enlargement,  there  can,  I  think,  be 
little  doubt  that  Congress  chose  wisely  in  adopting 
the  higher  limit,  which  gives  to  the  exterior  walls 
their  original  dimensions,  and  to  the  building  the 
longer  lease  of  134  years.  Mr,  Spofford  writes 
under  date  of  April  16 :    '*  Some  modifications  of 
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interior  arrangements  will  be  made.  All  the  diffi- 
culties and  dissensions  are  happily  out  of  the  way, 
and  the  work  of  laying  granite  on  the  already 
finished  concrete  foundations  begins  this  month.** 

Washington,  Ga.  Mdfy  WiUis  Library, — 
Dr.  Francis  T.  Willis,  a  native  of  Washington,  but 
now  residing  in  Richmond,  Va.,  has  given  to  his 
native  place,  as  a  memorial  of  his  daughter,  a 
library  building,  costing  about  $14,000,  with  an 
endowment  fund  of  |io,ooo,  and  $1,000  worth  of 
books.  The  building  is  of  brick  on  a  granite 
foundation,  the  dimensions  44  z  60  feet.  The 
library  was  opened  May  i,  1889. 

WiLKKSBARRE,  Pa.  Osterhout  Fret  Library, — 
The  library  building,  originally  a  church,  cost,  with 


the  necessary  alterations,  about  $1 0,00a  The  di 
mensions  of  the  main  building  are  93  z  48  feet ;  of 
the  rear  building,  35x45  feet.  -The  bookroom 
has  a  present  capacity  of  vjpoo  volumes,  with 
room  for  additional  cases.  The  library  was  opened 
for  use  Jan.  29,  1889. 

West  Chester,  Pa.  West  Chester  Library 
Association, —  A  building  containing  on  the  first 
floor  library-rooms,  and  on  the  second  floor  a  lec- 
ture-room, was  completed  April  i,  1888,  at  a  cost 
of  $6,000.  The  first  story  is  of  brick  with  granite 
trimmings;  the  second  story  frame  and  plaster. 
The  architect  was  T.  Roney  Williamson,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 


REPORT  ON   INDEX  TO   PORTRAITS,  ETC. 


BY  r:  r.  bowker. 


pOOLE'S  Index  to  Periodical  Literature, 
it  has  often  and  most  truly  been  said, 
has  doubled  the  working  value  of  every  col- 
lection of  periodicals  in  the  libraries  which 
are  so  wise  as  to  make  adequate  use  of  this 
help.  The  proposed  Fletcher  Index  to  gen- 
eral literature  will  be  scarcely  less  useful  in 
opening  the  wealth  of  treasures  on  specific 
subjects  massed  in  collected  works  or  in 
books  of  general  title.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  third  of  this  series  of  publications 
should  be  the  index  to  portraits,  and  possibly 
to  views  and  designs,  which  I  suggested  a 
good  many  years  ago,  and  upon  the  feasibility 
of  which  I  was  deputed  at  the  Catskill  meet- 
ing to  report  at  this  conference.  The  report 
is  not  now  so  full  as  I  would  like  to  make  it, 
as  the  general  request  through  the  columns 
of  the  Library  journal  for  information  as  to 
work  which  is  being  done  in  this  line  has  not 
called  out  many  responses,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  personally  to  fire  as  many  interro- 
gation points  into  all  possible  comers  of  the 
library  field  as  our  fnend  Mr.  Bard  well  has 
done  in  regard  to  scrap-book  work.  Indeed, 
most  of  the  portrait  indexing  of  which  I  have 
learned,  is  the  result  of  private  enterprise 
rather  than  of  library  work ;  and  the  offers  of 
codperation,  should  such    an  enterprise  be 


undertaken,  have  also  come  chiefly  from  the 
same  direction.  This  report,  therefore,  will 
be  rather  a  preliminary  than  a  final  one,  and 
I  trust  that  the  larger  representation  of  the 
library  profession  at  this  conference  will  g^ve 
the  means  of  presenting  through  the  Library 
journal^  or  at  another  conference,  a  more 
adequate  statement  of  the  work  of  this  sort 
already  in  hand. 

The  Index  Society  of  Great  Britain,  of  which 
many  American  librarians  were  members,  in- 
cluded some  such  scheme  in  its  early  prospectus, 
•but  nothing  seems  to  have  been  accomplished  in 
this  direction  beyond  the  indexes  by  E.  Sully,  of 
portraits  in  the  European  magazine^  London  maga- 
zine y  and  Register  of  the  times ^  each  in  a  separate 
alphabet,  included  in  Vol.  4  of  its  publications 
(1879),  ^^^  ^^  indexes  by  Robert  Bowes,  of 
Cambridge,  of  portraits  in  the  "  British  gallery  of 
portraits,"  "Jordan's  portrait  gallery,"  "Knight's 
gallery  of  portraits,"  and  "  Lodge's  Portraits,"  in 
Vol.  7  (1880), —  all  of  these  being  separate  alpha- 
betical indexes  to  the  several  periodicals  or  works 
mentioned.  Mr.  H.  B.  Wheatley,  the  Secretary 
of  the  society,  proposed  an  index  of  painted  por- 
traits, and  an  index  of  engraved  British  portraits 
was  also  planned.  The  society  has,  nevertheless, 
confined  itself  mostly  to  indexes  of  obituaries  and 
special  local  work  of  less  interest  on  this  side  of 
the  water.    The  seven  indexes  mentioned,  how- 
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ever,  provide  a  protoplasmic  germ  for  such  an 
index  as  is  under  consideration. 

Considerable  material  for  the  indexing  of  Ameri- 
can portraits  is  comprised  in  the  collections  for 
editorial  purposes  of  the  great  illustrated  papers. 
In  the  Harper  editorial  rooms,  for  instance,  a 
catalogue  is  kept  up  to  date  of  all  portraits 
engraved  in  each  of  the  four  illustrated  periodi- 
cals of  that  house ;  and  a  similar  index  exists,  I 
believe,  in  connection  with  Frank  Leslie*s  illus- 
trated publications.  The  Harper  establishment 
also  has  an  index  partially  in  shape  for  the  con- 
siderable collection  of  photographic  and  other 
portraits  which  it  has  not  so  far  engraved,  but 
which  it  holds  in  readiness  for  that  purpose ;  but 
this,  of  course,  is  outside  the  sphere  of  the  index 
proposed.  Mr.  S.  H.  Horgan,  of  the  American 
Press  Association,  which  supplies  portraits  for 
newspapers  throughout  the  country,  keeps  also 
for  commercial  purposes  a  very  large  collection 
of  portraits  in  duplicate.  He  obtains  two 
copies  of  all  illustrated  periodicals, —  one  for 
binding,  the  other  for  cutting.  The  portraits  cut 
out  are  filed  in  a  cabinet  letter  file,  just  as  letters 
would  be  treated ;  and  the  bound  files  are  indexed, 
as  to  living  men  and  women,  in  one  of  the  Burr 
ledger  indexes.  Mr.  Geo.  J.  Hagar,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  who  supplies  much  biographical  material 
for  "Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopaedia  *'  and  for  press 
purposes  otherwise,  keeps  a  portrait  collection 
similarly  arranged  in  connection  with  his  notes 
concerning  living  persons,  and  has  also  a  card 
index  to  all  portraits  in  Harper's  weekly  and  in 
Frank  Leslie's,  He,  it  will  be  seen,  has  dupli- 
cated in  considerable  measure  the  work  done  at 
Harper's  and  Frank  Leslie's  editorial  offices  and 
by  the  American  Press  Association.  But  this 
duplication  can  scarcely  be  avoided,  as  the  ma- 
terial of  most  value  in  these  cases  is  the  latest, 
which  would  be  outside  the  possibilities  of  any 
bound  book. 

In  regard  to  portraits  in  books,  Mr.  Bunford 
Samuel,  one  of  the  assistant  librarians  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  has  "been 
through,  roughly  speaking,  about  13,000  volumes 
on  the  shelves  of  the  Ridgway  Branch  with  a  re- 
sult of  about  4,500  portraits."  Mr.  Cutter  has  had 
under  way  at  the  Boston  Athenaeum  an  index  to 
portraits  and  engravings  of  pictures  in  the  art 
works  in  his  important  library,  now  extending  to 
between  5,000  and  10,000  portraits.  The  index  of 
maps,  etc.;  at  the  Harvard  Library,  made  by  Mr. 
Bliss,  and  the  index  of  designs  started  by  Miss 
Sargent  at  Lowell,  may  also  be  referred  to.    Mr. 


Linderfelt  three  years  since  planned  a  general 
index  to  portraits  and  views  of  places  in  Harper's 
weekly^  Frank  Leslie's^  London  Graphic^  London 
illustrated  news^  lUustrirte  Zeitung^  Ueber  Land  und 
Afeer^  and  V Illustration^  but  has  only  completed  a 
few  volumes  of  Harper's  weekly. 

Most  of  the  bibliographical  dictionaries  and 
even  such  works  as  Champlin  &  Perkins's  "  Cyclo- 
pedia of  painting  and  paintings"  and  Mrs.  Clem- 
ents* books,  are  singularly  deficient  in  giving  clues 
to  the  portraits  of  people  of  whom  they  give 
sketches.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  some 
printed  material  in  such  publications  as  the  "  List 
of  portraits  of  Washington,'*  etc.,  and  I  may  refer 
also,  in  connection  with  views,  to  Mr.  Whitney *s 
index  to  portraits  of  library  buildings,  which  you 
have  noted  in  the  Boston  Library  bulletins  and  in 
the  Library  journal, 

I  trust  that  the  reading  of  this  report  at  the 
Conference  will  give  other  clues  as  to  the 
directions  in  which  to  seek  further  information. 
I  am  not  sure,  in  fact,  but  that  the  only  net  result 
of  the  investigation  which  I  was  directed  to 
undertake  will  be  in  presenting  a  list  of  work 
which  b  being  done  in  this  direction,  with  the 
view  of  enabling  those  seeking  information  to 
know  where  to  ask  for  it,  exchanging  results 
instead  of  duplicating  work.  The  main  question, 
of  course,  is  the  feasibility  of  printing  such  an 
index  to  portraits  (and  possibly  of  views)  as  is 
proposed,  and  I  fear  it  would  be  almost  imprac- 
ticable to  find  a  commercial  basis  for  the  under- 
taking. Its  utility  would  be  very  great  to  a 
number  of  publishing  houses,  especially  proprie- 
tors of  illustrated  periodicals,  and  in  some  libra- 
ries. But  these  probably  would  not  translate 
their  need  for  such  an  index  into  a  considerable 
amount  of  money,  and  it  does  not  seem  prob- 
able that  outside  of  perhaps  100  libraries  the 
demand  for  such  a  work  would  be  sufficient  to 
justify  any  considerable  investment.  "Poole's 
Index,**  in  its  1,442  pages,  contains  above  150,000 
entries;  "Phillips's  Dictionary  of  biographical 
references,**  in  the  987  pages  of  the  main  alphabet, 
includes  about  100,000  entries.  The  number  of 
persons  of  whom  painted  or  engraved  portraits 
exist,  can  only  be  guessed  at  —  possibly  a  guess  of 
50,000  would  be  as  near  as  any,  and  in  some 
cases  there  would  be  over  100  portraits  to  be 
referred  to.  Even  if  the  index  were  confined  to 
portraits  which  are  a  part  of  books,  excluding 
both  individual  engravings  and  painted  portraits 
in  galleries,  a  volume  of  from  a  third  to  a  half 
the  size  of  "Poole's  Index*'  would  probably  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30 


57:  LOUIS  CONFERENCE, 


required,  and  I  have  grave  doubts  whether  the 
mechanical  cost  of  such  a  volume  could  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  subscriptions  likely  to  be  received, 
and  some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  editorial  labor 
would  meet  with  sufficient  return,  not  in  money, 
but  in  the  usefulness  of  the  index.     On  this  last 


point,  however,  the  librarians  here  in  conference 
will  be  better  qualified  to  judge,  and  I  trust  this 
report  will  serve  the  double  purpose  of  bringing 
out  information  as  to  other  work  of  the  kind  in 
progress,  and  an  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  such 
an  index,  if  it  can  be  made. 


For  the  discussion  on  this  paper,  see  Proceedings  (Third  session). 


SUNDAY  OPENING  OF  LIBRARIES. 


BY   MARY  SALOME  CUTLER,   NEW   YORK   STATE   LIBRARY. 


/^UR  theme  has  the  advantage  of  being  an 
^^  unhackneyed  one,  at  least  in  the  ordi- 
nary channels  of  library  discussion.  With 
the  exception  of  a  single  casual  mention  at 
the  Thousand  Isles,  it  has  never  before  been 
brought  up  at  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  The  Government  Re- 
port, our  text-book  of  library  science,  contains 
no  mention  of  it.  The  index  to  the  Library 
journal  gives  us  forty-three  references  to  the 
subject,  but  only  three  to  an  article  covering 
more  than  a  single  page.  It  has  no  mention 
in  the  ten  numbers  oi  Library  notes.  In  1877, 
while  entertaining  their  American  cousins,  the 
British  librarians  had  a  little  informal  talk  on 
this  subject.  In  1879,  ^  Sunday  opening 
motion  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Axon,  in  def- 
erence to  the  feelings  of  the  opposition,  and 
in  the  three  following  years  similar  motions 
were  tabled  without  discussion.  (See  Library 
journal,  v.  2,  p.  274-5 »  v.  4,  p.  420;  v.  5,  p. 
265-6;  v.  6,  p.  258;  V.  7,  p.  231.)  However 
this  may  be  accounted  for,  we  would  claim  for 
it  an  important  place  among  the  practical 
problems  that  must  be  solved  by  the  modem 
librarian  in  raising  his  library  to  the  highest 
power  of  usefulness. 

We  propose  to-day  to  narrow  the  discussion 
to  the  consideration  of  public  libraries,  though 
we  have  gathered  statistics  including  other 
classes.  Much  that  will  be  said  applies  to  libra- 
ries in  general ;  moreover,  the  various  kinds 
shade  into  each  other,  e.  g.,  the  proprietary 
often  does  the  same  work  as  the  free  public. 
The  strongest  advocates  of  the  plan  will  try 
to  convince  us,  with  at  least  some  show  of 
reason,  that  even  libraries  for  scholars  should 


be  run  on  the  "town-pump"  principle,  and 
will  point  us  to  the  fact  that  the  Boston  Athe- 
nxum  has  been  open  on  Sunday  for  seventy- 
five  years,  and  that  Harvard  College  Library, 
an  acknowledged  leader,  has  opened  its  doors 
from  I  to  5  on  Sunday,  since  Oct.  3,  1880, 
with  a  growing  use  from  that  day  to  this. 
They  will  also  remind  us  that  this  action  was 
approved  by  Phillips  Brooks,  in  his  capacity 
as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Overseers.  At 
the  same  time  there  is  a  clear  distinction  be- 
tween libraries  for  scholars  and  libraries  for 
the  mass  of  people ;  between  working  libra- 
ries (mental  laboratories)  and  those  designed 
for  recreation  and  general  culture.  Argu- 
ments which  obtain  for  opening  the  one  do 
not  hold  good  for  the  other.  We  therefore 
choose  not  to  complicate  the  matter  by  a 
minor  issue,  but  to  ask  ourselves  in  all  seri- 
ousness the  practical  question :  Should  free 
libraries  be  open  on  Sunday  ? 

We  are  met  at  the  outset  by  the  statement 
that  the  plan  proposed  is  a  dangerous  step, 
because  its  inevitable  tendency  is  to  secularize 
the  Sabbath.  It  is  looked  upon  as  the  open- 
ing wedge,  which  would  lead  gradually  to  a 
breaking  down  of  the  day  of  rest.  From 
the  libraries  and  art  galleries  to  the  mu- 
seums is  a  single  step,  and  by  and  by  the 
lowering  of  public  conscience  will  call  for 
Sunday  concerts,  and  a  little  later  Sunday 
theatre  going  will  be  looked  on  with  com- 
placence. Meanwhile,  if  men  must  work  that 
others  may  be  amused,  the  passion  for  gain 
will  soon  demand  increase  of  labor  in  other 
directions.  They  picture  to  us  the  French 
Sunday,  a  Sabbath  only  in  name  and  in  reality 
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a  seventh  day  of  labor,  and  with  this  in  mind 
we  feel  that  those  who  have  these  matters  in 
hand  should  think  twice  before  running  any 
risk  of  such  a  consummation. 

In  Cardiflf,  Wales,  where  there  is  a  free 
library  and  museum,  an  offer  was  made  of  a 
valuable  donation  of  pictures,  on  condition 
that  the  picture  gallery  be  kept  open  on  Sunday. 
The  reply  of  the  committee  (after  refusing 
to  call  for  the  opinion  of  the  tax-payers) 
expresses  the  sentiment  of  that  large  class 
of  earnest  and  conscientious  citizens  who 
oppose  such  movements : — "  Resolved,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  this  committee,  seeing  the  logi- 
cal issue  of  opening  museums  on  Sunday 
must  involve  an  enormous  increase  in  Sunday 
labor,  and  so  lead  to  the  virtual  enslavement 
of  working  men  and  to  the  prejudice  of 
national  interests,  it  is  undesirable  to  accept 
the  offer  of  Col.  Hill  on  the  condition 
named." 

This  is  the  position  taken  by  Bishop  Potter, 
in  an  admirable  article  in  the  New  Princeton 
review  for  1886  (v.  2,  p.  37-47),  an  article 
which  seems  to  me  one  of  the  best  presenta- 
tions of  this  side  of  the  Sunday  question.  It 
shows  an  entire  absence  of  the  Pharisaical 
spirit  and  a  thoughtful  consideration  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  laboring  class.  He  makes 
a  strong  point  of  the  claim  that  the  working 
men  themselves  do  not  desire  Sunday  opening. 
This  feeling  is  expressed  by  a  vote  taken  in 
England  in  1882,  where,  he  says,  62  trades 
unions,  representing  45,482 members,  voted  in 
favor  of  Sunday  opening,  while  2,412  socie- 
ties and  501,705  members  voted  against  such 
opening ;  and  further  by  the  opinion  of  such 
men  as  Broadhurst  and  Mundella,  who  were 
originally  working  men,  and  stand  in  the 
House  of  Commons  as  representatives  of  that 
class.  Both  of  these  men  opposed  the  motion 
before  Parliament  to  open  national  museums 
and  libraries  on  the  day  of  rest,  the  stand 
taken  by  them  largely  influencing  the  vote 
(208  to  84)  which  defeated  the  measure. 

Summing  up  the  objections,  we  would  say 
that  Sunday  opening  is  opposed  by  many  of 
our  best  citizens :  — 

I.  Because  it  compels  additional  Sunday 
labor. 


2.  Because  it  tends  surely  to  secularize  the 
Sabbath. 

3.  Because  the  working  man  does  not  want 
it. 

From  what  has  been  said,  we  may  perhaps 
see  that  these  various  objections  appear  to  us 
weak  or  weighty,  according  to  our  idea  of 
Sunday  itself,  and  that,  in  fact,  the  whole  Sun- 
day question  is  involved  in  this  discussion. 
If,  therefore,  we  would  come  to  an  honest  and 
reasonable  conclusion,  we  must  not  shrink 
from  facing  this  much  vexed  and  perplexing 
subject  of  dispute.  Suppose  we  inquire  what 
is  the  purpose  of  Sunday  and  what  is  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  libraries. 

Is  it  not  true  that  there  are  two  well-defined 
and  distinct  conceptions  of  Sunday  observance, 
and  also  two  equally  well-defined  and  distinct 
conceptions  of  libraries  ? 

Rest  from  bodily  labor  in  the  strictest 
sense,  and  a  day  devoted  to  purely  religious 
exercises,  is  the  ideal  Sunday  of  the  Jew,  the 
Puritan,  and  of  a  large  body  of  Protestant 
Christians  of  our  time.  An  investigation  of 
our  early  State  laws  shows  a  legislation  on  the 
subject  very  nearly  uniform  in  its  purpose,  in 
its  prohibitions  and  penalties.  Ordinary  work, 
business,  travel,  recreation,  fishing,  hunting, 
visiting,  riding,  driving  cattle,  walking  in  the 
fields,  loitering,  selling  liquor,  and  using 
tobacco  were  restricted;  church-going  was 
commanded,  and  punishments  like  fines,  whip- 
ping, putting  in  the  stocks,  cutting  off  ears, 
and  imprisonment  were  rigidly  inflicted. 
During  the  early  days  of  Virginia  history, 
before  the  organization  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, absence  from  church  was  visited  with 
a  night's  imprisonment  and  a  week's  slavery; 
for  the  second  offence,  a  month's  slavery, 
and  for  the  third,  a  year  and  a  day.  (See 
Cooke,  John  Esten.  Virginia,  1883,  p.  112.) 
Passing  by  the  severity  of  those  early  days 
and  coming  down  to  the  New  England  Sunday 
two  or  three  generations  ago,  we  find  the  same 
idea  in  a  milder  and  more  attractive  form. 
Perhaps  some  of  us  have  spent  a  Sabbath 
in  one  of  those  old  New  England  towns 
where  the  modem  spirit  of  inquiry  and  doubt 
has  not  yet  penetrated.  An  air  of  peace  and 
calm  pervades  the  place.    The  church-going. 
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and  the  hymn-singing,  and  the  quiet  hours  for 
thought  were  a  perfect  heaven  to  a  devout 
and  aspiring  soul.  But  this  world  is  not  made 
up  of  saints,  and  "  the  Sabbath  was  made  for 
man." 

Strangely  enough,  something  in  this  notion 
of  Sunday  reminds  me  of  the  library  of  the 
olden  time.  A  Sabbath  stillness  at  all  times 
pervaded  this  temple  of  wisdom.  The  object 
of  its  existence  was  to  inspire  due  reverence 
for  itself.  The  priest  of  the  temple  was  never 
so  happy  as  in  the  summer  vacation,  when 
every  book  was  in  its  proper  place  on  the 
shelves  and  himself  the  only  occupant. 
We  must  not,  however,  make  the  mistake 
of  undervaluing  the  influence  of  the  old-school 
library.  It  has  preserved  for  us  the  treasures 
of  antiquity,  without  which  our  modem  schol- 
arship would  have  been  meagre;  it  has 
opened  its  doors  to  the  scholar  and  to  the 
man  of  leisure ;  it  has,  moreover,  encouraged  in 
him  independence  of  thought  during  the  fre- 
quent intervals  in  which  its  gates  were  barred. 
Like  the  old-time  Sabbath,  its  work  has  been 
limited,  because,  like  the  Sabbath,  it  has  ex. 
isted  for  its  own  sake  and  not  first  of  all  for 
man. 

The  other  conception  of  Sunday  has  for  its 
primary  thought  the  good  of  man,  and  that  not 
of  the  favored  few,  but  of  all.  Like  its  pred- 
ecessor, it  involves  physical  rest  and  spiritual 
opportunity,  but  is  not  confined  to  these. 
It  provides  for  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  entire  man,  physical,  mental,  social, 
esthetic,  moral,  and  spiritual.  With  this 
view,  no  iron  code  of  laws  can  be  laid  down 
for  its  observance.  Such  a  code  would  be 
subversive  of  its  purpose ;  it  must  change  as 
man  changes,  adapt  itself  to  new  surround- 
ings, supply  his  fresh  and  varying  needs,  and, 
without  arbitrary  decree  or  provision. of  stat- 
ute or  exhortation  from  the  pulpit,  perpetuate 
itself  and  work  out  its  glad  and  beneficent 
mission.  I  like  Beecher*s  characterization  of 
Sunday  as  a  "  parlor  day,"  from  which  of  our 
own  free  will  we  keep  the  common  utensils  of 
the  kitchen,  the  bam,  and  the  workshop. 

Frederick  Denison  Maurice,  whose  clear 
spiritual  eye  often  sees  a  truth  obscured  to 
more  earthly  visions,  tells  us  in  his  "  Life  and 


Letters:"  —  "It  is  certain  that  we  and  the 
Romanists  have  each  taken  half  the  idea  of 
Sunday,  and  spoiled  that  half ;  they  believing 
it  to  be  a  day  of  joy,  and  therefore  working 
their  bodies  and  giving  way  to  bodily  license 
upon  it,  and  we  supposing  it  to  be  spiritual, 
and  therefore  making  it  sad."    (See  Life,  v.  i, 

P-  303.) 

Surely  this  need  not  be.  We  cannot  be 
content  to  settle  down  to  the  conviction 
expressed  in  these  words  ascribed  to  Horace 
Greeley,  "  You  must  choose  between  the  Pur- 
itan Sabbath  and  the  Parisian  Sunday ;  there 
is  no  middle  ground."  Already  the  leaders  of 
religious  thought  point  us  to  something  better. 
The  Hampton  lecture  for  i860  entitled  **  Sun- 
day, its  origin,  history,  and  obligation,"  breathes 
this  broad  and  generous  spirit ;  and  the  con- 
cluding chapter,  "  The  Lord's  day  viewed 
practically,"  is  well  worth  reading  in  this  con- 
nection. The  following  is  from  an  article  in 
the  Atlantic  monthly  for  1881  (v.  47, 
P-  537)»  called  "The  New  Sunday:"  — 
"The  trend  of  the  new  Sunday  is  in  the 
direction  of  a  healthier  and  more  persuasive 
Christianity,  not  wholly  nor  immediately  what 
all  could  wish,  but  enough  to  give  one  hope  of 
better  things  in  store.  The  escape  from  the 
narrow  requirements  of  an  earlier  day  may  for 
the  moment,  even,  be  the  taking  of  some  steps 
backward.  To  see  social  and  religious  changes 
correctly,  one  must  not  look  at  them  from  a 
local  point  of  view  alone.  The  present  in- 
fluence of  Sunday  is  to  broaden  the  Christian 
conception  of  the  possibilities  of  ethical  life 
and  to  uplift  mankind  on  the  physical,  social, 
and  intellectual,  as  truly  as  upon  the  moral 
and  spiritual  side."  Such  a  Sabbath  would 
be,  as  Emerson  called  it,  "  the  jubilee  of  the 
whole  world."  (See  Nature,  addresses  and 
lectures,  p.  147.) 

We  will  let  Mr.  Dewey  tell  what  is  meant 
by  the  modern  library  idea: — "With  the 
founding  of  New  England  it  was  recognized 
that  the  church  alone  could  not  do  all  that 
was  necessary  for  the  safety  and  uplifting  of 
the  people,  so  side  by  side  they  built  the 
meeting-house  and  schoolhouse.  Thoughtful 
men  are  to-day  pointing  out  that  a  great 
something  is  wanting,  and  that  church  and 
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State  together  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  all 
that  was  hoped  or  all  that  is  necessary  for  the 
common  safety  and  for  the  common  good. 
The  school  starts  the  education  in  child- 
hood ;  we  have  come  to  a  point  where  in  some 
way  we  must  carry  it  on.  The  simplest  figure 
cannot  be  bounded  by  less  than  three  lines ; 
no  more  can  the  triangle  of  great  educational 
work,  now  well  begun,  be  complete  without 
the  church  as  a  basis,  the  school  as  one  side 
and  the  library  as  the  other."    (See  Lib,  notes, 

V.  3»  p.  339-) 

But  there  is  no  need  that  I  should  enlarge 
on  the  modem  library  idea.  Your  presence 
here  to-day;  the  history  of  our  association, 
growing  in  numbers,  in  enthusiasm  and  in  in- 
fluence, since  its  birth  on  our  nation*s  cen- 
tennial day,  proves  its  power. 

With  this  motive  fresh  in  our  minds,  shall 
we  not  agree  that  the  library  aims  to  do  for 
the  community  by  the  aid  of  books  and  per- 
sonal contact  what  the  Sabbath  supplies  by  a 
wider  circle  of  influences,  both  taking  the 
mass  of  people  as  they  are,  and  working  to  build 
them  up  in  all  that  tends  to  a  life  of  higher 
aims  ? 

If  this  be  the  case,  is  it  not  the  most  natural 
and  practical  thing  in  the  world  that  the  three 
should  use  each  other  and  work  hand  in  hand 
toward  the  same  end  ? 

To  put  it  more  definitely,  there  is  a  large 
class  of  people  who  will  not  go  to  church  and 
who  will  not  read  the  Bible,  who  could  be 
reached  by  the  means  of  grace  afforded  by  a 
library.  There  is  found,  especially  in  our  cities, 
a  multitude  of  men  who  have  no  homes,  to  whom 
Sunday  is  rather  a  day  of  temptation  than  of 
rest.  As  the  Christian  union  expresses  it : — 
"  What  can  a  Christian  community  do  for  this 
great  class  (on  Sunday)  better  than  to  provide 
a  kind  of  communistic  substitute  for  home,  in 
a  room  furnished  with  pictures  and  with  books, 
warmed  and  lighted  and  made  comfortable 
staying  places  ?  " 

The  Rev.  Plato  Johnson,  a  pseudonymous 
writer  in  the  New  York  Independent  of  Feb. 
23, 1882,  gives  us  this  idea  in  terse  and  expres- 
sive language.  '*  Dere  ain't  no  use  in  openin  a 
libry  fer  de  pore,  wen  noboddy  can  cum  to  it, 
an'  shettin  it  tite,  wen  ebbcrybody  wants  ter 


go  in.  £f  you  opens  dat  libery  on  de  Sunday 
and  invites  all  de  pore  •  to  cum  in  an  g^t  a 
book,  so  interestin  dat  dey  wunt  want  ter  go 
out  an  git  a  drink,  de  fuss  pusson  dat  will  make 
a  row  'bout  it  an  say  'taint  rite,  will  be  de  ole 
gen'leman  hisself  wot  lives  below." 

Nor  does  this  imply  giving  people  culture 
in  place  of  religion.  The  Baptist  denomina- 
tion is  not  open  to  the  charge  of  preaching 
the  religion  of  culture,  but  one  of  their  minis- 
ters makes  an  earnest  appeal  for  Sunday 
opening.  He  says  :  —  "Anything  that  helps 
the  mind  to  better  thoughts  and  keeps  the 
eyes  from  vile  and  gross  objects,  is  not  a 
hindrance  but  a  help  to  the  religious  life,  and 
will  lead  there  if  persisted  in." 

Besides  the  people  who  need  to  be  enticed 
to  a  library  on  Sunday,  there  is  a  large  num- 
ber of  intelligent  working  men,  who  have 
already  begun  the  work  of  self-improvement, 
who  find  Sunday  the  only  time  for  carrying 
out  their  plans ;  do  not  deny  them  a  Sunday 
afternoon  in  a  quiet  place,  relieved  from  the 
distractions  of  the  home.  Perhaps  you  have 
no  right  to  deny  them  on  their  only  day  of 
leisure  that  which  they  are  taxed  to  pay  for  as 
a  common  good.  True,  a  certain  number  can 
utilize  their  evenings  for  this  purpose,  but  a 
hard  day  of  manual  labor  more  often  leaves  a 
man  quite  unfitted  for  mental  effort.  We 
hear  a  great  deal  now  about  seminary  work ;  it 
is  the  latest  phase  of  the  library  movement. 
When  will  you  do  such  work  for  the  un- 
privileged classes  except  on  Sunday,  and 
what  could  be  a  more  hopeful  way  of  reach- 
ing the  masses,  the  vexed  problem  of  the 
church  of  to-day  ?  Speaking  of  a  similar  work 
in  the  museums,  Heber  Newton  says : — "  How 
beautiful  a  ministry  of  brotherhood,  to  be 
accepted,  nay,  even  solicited,  in  the  holy  name 
of  religion !  Alas !  that  it  is  religion  itself,  the 
very  religion  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  which,  with 
an  earnestness  worthy  of  a  more  intelligent 
discipleship,  is  barring  this  step  forward  in  the 
intellectual  progress  of  hosts  of  our  fellow- 
citizens."  (See  his  sermon  Superstition  of  the 
Sabbath,  Day  star,  Feb.  4,  1886.) 

In  the  light  of  what  has  been  said,  we  may 
perhaps  return  to  the  three  objections  against 
Sunday  opening. 
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We  must  admit  the  first;  it  does  increase 
Sunday  labor ;  though,  as  we  shall  show  later, 
the  increase  is  very  small,  probably  less  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  people  served 
than  is  necessitated  by  church  services.  But 
our  new  view  of  the  purpose  of  Sunday 
throws  new  light  on  this  fact.  The  question 
to  be  asked  is,  Will  the  step  proposed,  con- 
duce to  the  real  elevation  of  the  community  ? 
Since,  then,  by  the  labor  of  a  few,  the  ma- 
jority can  be  helped  to  the  right  and  legitimate 
use  of  Sunday,  our  first  objection  falls  to  the 
ground. 

The  second  argument,  namely,  that  it  tends 
to  secularize  the  Sabbath,  is  unanswerable. 
Such  an  objection  always  is  unanswerable. 
Doubtless  the  first  man  in  New  England 
who  asserted  that  he  had  a  moral,  and  ought 
to  have  a  legal  right  to  take  a  quiet  walk  in 
the  fields  of  a  Sunday  afternoon  had  this  same 
objection  flung  in  his  face.  Unquestionably 
it  does  have  that  tendency,  but  what  shall  we 
do  about  it  ?  We  are  not  willing  to  go  back 
to  the  Puritan  Sabbath,  we  do  not  want  the 
Parisian  Sunday ;  for  fear  of  the  one,  must  we 
cling  to  such  relics  of  the  superstitions  of  the 
other  as  are  left  to  us  ?  Must  we  not  rather 
judge  each  case  on  its  merits,  ask  each  new 
innovation  if  it  can  bring  us  enough  good  to 
balance  the  risk,  ask  if  its  spirit  is  that  of  the 
ideal  Sabbath  for  man?  Judged  by  that 
standard,  Sunday  opening  has  come  to  stay. 

The  working  man  does  not  want  Sunday 
opening,  was  our  third  objection.  In  the 
Nineteenth  century  for  1884  (v.  15,  p.  416- 
434)  is  an  article  which  goes  at  length  into 
this  matter.  It  claims  that  the  statistics  re- 
ferred to  in  Bishop  Potter's  article  are  of  no 
value  since  they  were  worked  up  by  "The 
Lord's  Day  Rest  Association,"  which  put  the 
question,  ".Do  you  approve  the  amendment 
for  opposing  the  increase  of  Sunday  labor?" 
thus  placing  a  totally  false  issue  before  the 
working  men ;  and  against  these  is  pitted  an- 
other set  of  figures  obtained  by  a  vote  taken 
previous  to  the  other  vote,  in  which  there  was 
a  powerful  majority  in  favor  of  Sunday  open- 
ing. .  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  weigh  the  merits 
of  these  votes.  Probably  we  would  best  disre- 
gard them  both.    We  may  notice,  however 


that  those  who  voted  against  Sunday  opening 
appear  to  have  done  so,  not  because  it  seemed 
to  them  undesirable  in  itself,  but  from  fear 
that  it  might  lead  to  enforced  Sunday  labor, 
a  point  which  we  have  tried  to  answer  above. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  at  this  point  to 
inquire  if  we  should  wait  the  demand  of  the 
laboring  man  in  providing  means  for  his 
growth  and  uplifting.  Surely  it  is  more 
reasonable  to  expect  that  those  who,  through 
no  merit  of  their  own,  have  been  endowed 
with  richer  gifts  and  opportunities,  should 
make  it  their  constant  study,  and  find  it  their 
highest  joy,  to  anticipate  his  aspirations. 

Thus  far  we  have  been  viewing  this  subject 
theoretically.  Let  us  take  a  more  practical 
standpoint,  and  find  what  has  been  already 
done  towards  solving  the  problem. 

I  have  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  223 
libraries  asking  questions  in  regard  to  Sunday 
opening.  From  194  of  these  I  have  had  re- 
plies, and  I  wish  right  here  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  librarians  who,  in  the  press  of 
work,  have  responded  so  promptly  and  heartily 
to  my  inquiries.  Especial  acknowledgment  is 
due  to  Mr.  Hild,  of  the  Chicago  Public,  who 
contributed  an  elaborate  and  valuable  summary 
of  statistics.  The  libraries  interrogated  con- 
sist of  a  majority  of  the  libraries  in  the 
United  States  containing  10,000  volumes  or 
more,  excluding  state,  government,  and  the 
libraries  of  learned  societies,  e.  g.  historical 
and  antiquarian  societies.  A  tabulated  state- 
ment of  facts  gathered,  may  be  seen  by  any 
one  interested  in  examining  it;  I  will  present 
only  a  brief  summary. 

No  great  claim  is  made  for  these  statistics, 
though  prepared  with  considerable  care.  In 
spite  of  the  proverbial  veracity  of  figures, 
they  do  not  always  prove  what  they  seem  to 

do ;  e.  g.  N is  put  down  as  a  library  not 

open  on  Sunday.  It  is  a  well-known  and 
well-managed  library,  and  the  inference  is 
that  its  example  counts  against  opening. 
But  if  we  find  later  that  it  is  a  town  made  up 
almost  entirely  of  beautiful  homes,  whose 
owners  have  libraries  of  their  own,  we 
put  it  down  on  a  list  of  libraries  not  needing 
Sunday  opening,  and  therefore  not  affecting 
the  argument.    In  a  few  cases,  Sunday  open- 
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ing  has  been  tried  and  failed,  because  intro- 
duced by  outside  pressure  and  lacking  the 
codperation  of  the  librarian  ;  sometimes  a 
progressive  minority  have  brought  it  about 
prematurely  and  very  unwisely.  A  fair  pre- 
sentation of  the  exact  status  of  Sunday  open- 
ing in  American  libraries  would  involve  a  great 
outlay  of  time.  The  investigator  should  know 
each  library,  its  work,  and  the  spirit  of  its 
work,  the  town  and  the  people  who  make  up 
its  constituency.  Still,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  figures  and  facts  presented,  though  un- 
satisfactory, will  indicate  the  trend  of  opinion, 
and  at  least  serve  as  a  basis  for  further  study. 
For  purposes  of  comparison  the  list  has 
been  divided  into  four  classes: — 

1.  Free  libraries,  including  those  supported 
by  the  city,  like  the  Boston  Pubh'c,  and  also 
those  maintained  by  private  philanthropy,  of 
which  the  Astor  and  the  Providence  Public 
are  examples. 

2.  Subscription  libraries,  both  the  Mercan- 
til  And  the  Athenaeum  types,  and  all  variations 
of  the  two. 

3.  College  libraries. 

4.  Theological  seminary  libraries. 

106  Free  libraries  on  the  list. 

I  not  heard  from. 
105  heard  from. 

70  not  open. 

35  open. 

41  Subscription  libraries  on  the  list. 

I  not  heard  from. 
40  heard  from. 
28  not  open. 
12  open. 

64  College  libraries  on  the  list. 
5  not  heard  from. 
59  heard  from. 
47  not  open. 
12  open. 

Reading-room  or  lib.  open. 

Colby  university. 
College  of  Holy  Cross ; 
Harvard  university 
Hobart  college 
Lehigh  university 


success. 


Mt.  Holyoke  sem.  and  college;   only  religion 

books. 
Spring  Hill  college. 
Trinity  college ;  little  used. 
University  of  Vermont. 
Vassar  college. 
Wellesley  college 
Yale  college. 

1 1  Theological  sem.  libraries  on  the  list. 
8  not  open. 

3  open. 

222  libraries  on  the  list. 

7  not  heard  from. 
215  heard  from. 
153  not  open. 
62  open. 

35  call  it  a  success. 
7      "    not     " 
20  fail  to  answer  the  question. 

12  have  tried  and  given  it  up. 

Leaving  out  of  the  account  college  and  theo- 
logical sem.  libraries. 
145  free  and  subscription  libraries. 
98  not  open. 
47  open,  a  little  less  than  one-third. 

Hours  range  mostly  from  2-9  or  10  P.  m. 
Of  the  57  reading-rooms  or  libraries  reported 
open,  18  have  morning  hours.    These  are :  — 

Chicago  public  lib.  Lowell  Mechanics  inst. 

Cincinnati  public  lib.        Mt.  Hoi.  sem  &  college. 
Cincinnati  mercantile.      Oakland  (Cal.)  public. 
Colby  univ.  Phil,  mercantile.     . 

Evansville  (Ind.)  public.  Portland  (Or.)  lib.  assoc. 
Hobart  college.  Sacramento  public 

Indianapolis  public.         St.  Paul  public. 
Leominister  (Mass.)  pub.  San  Fran,  mechan.  inst. 
Lowell  City  lib.  San  Fran,  mercantile. 

Portland  (Oregon)   reports  the  longest  hours, 

7  A.  M.-IO  P.  M. 

So  many  have  failed  to  state  additional  ex- 
pense that  the  average  has  not  been  taken.  A 
reference  to  the  tables  of  statistics  will  show 
that,  so  far  as  given,  the  cost,  compared  to 
the  entire  expense  of  running  a  library,  is 
surprisingly  small. 

The  answers  to  the  questions  —  Why  is 
your  library  not  open  ?  What  are  your  objec- 
tions?   are    substantially    three.     Expense; 
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no  call  for  it;  religious  objections.  Various 
wordings  of  the  third  objection  are  as  follows : 
"We want  to  give  the  churches  a  chance." 
"  We  go  to  church  and  to  Sunday  School  on 
Sunday."  "Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to 
keep  it  holy."  "It  would  not  suit  my  personal 
convenience.    Ex.  20:8." 

As  an  indication  of  favorable  sentiment,  I 
cite  a  few  sentences  taken  from  printed  re- 
ports and  from  private  letters  of  librarians 
engaged  in  public  library  work. 

"  I  fully  agree  with  the  position  you  have  taken 
in  regard  to  Sunday  opening.  I  have  for  twenty 
years  been  theoretically  and  practically  in  favor  of 
Sunday  opening."  W.  F.  Poole. 

"  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  does  no  harm,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  much  good,  to  have  the  reading- 
rooms  open  on  Sunday.  I  am  confident  that  the 
cause  of  good  morals  has  been  largely  promoted 
by  having  them  open  on  this  day  of  the  week." 
S.  S.  Green, 
Library  journal^  v.  9,  p.  85-86. 

"The  results  [of  Sunday  opening]  have  more 
than  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  those  who  advocated 
this  measure,  and  have  removed,  I  think,  whatever 
slight  hesitancies  there  may  have  been  in  conser 
vative  minds." 

"The  opening  of  the  reading-room  on  Sunday 
has  been  continued  through  the  year  with  increas. 
ing  satisfactoriness.  Generally  speaking,  the  use 
of  the  rooms  is  only  limited  .by  the  number  of  seats 
in  them."  J.  N.  Laened, 

Ltbrary journal t  v.  12,  p.  230;  v.  13,  p.  135. 

"The  report  of  the  Sunday  work  seems  to 
answer  every  objection  which  can  be  made  to 
Sunday  opening."  E.  M.  CoE, 

N,  y.  Free  Circulattng  Library. 

"  The  Sunday  opening  here  is  an  unquestionable 
success."  F.  M.  Crunden, 

St,  Louis  Public  Library. 

"  An  indispensable  feature  of  our  work." 
Charles  Evans, 
Indianapolis  Public  Library, 

"  The  Sunday  library  is  a  blessing  in  this  com- 
munity. It  will  only  require  a  look  through  the 
establishment  on  Sunday  to  convince  even  an  ex- 
treme fanatic  that  the  good  work  done  here  sup- 
plements well  the  good  work  done  from  the 
pulpit."  A.  W.  Whelpley, 

Cincinnati  Public  Library, 


"  We  consider  the  Sunday  opening  of  the  library 
as  our  most  active  missionary  work." 

Librarian  Bridgeport  Public  Library, 

Library  JoumcUf  v.  lO,  p.  405, 

Judge  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Linderfelt,  and  Mr. 
Foster  are  advocates  of  Sunday  opening. 

There  is  another  phase  of  this  question, 
viz.,  not  a  few  librarians,  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  wisdom  of  Sunday  opening,  are  held 
back  from  motives  of  expediency.  Miss 
Hagar,  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  Librarian  of  the 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  told  me  at  the  last 
conference :  —  "  We  need  Sunday  opening ;  it 
would  give  us  a  chance  to  reach  a  class  that  I 
want  the  library  to  get  hold  of,  but  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  suggest  it ;  the  people  who  sup 
port  the  library  would  be  shocked  beyond 
measure  at  such  a  proposal.  It  would  only 
cripple  our  present  work  to  attempt  such  an 
extreme  measure."  Mrs.  Saunders,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  told  me  substantially  the  same 
story.  Miss  James  hopes  to  bring  about 
Sunday  opening  in  Wilkes-Barr^,  but  doe^ot 
think  it  wise  to  attempt  it  at  present. 

The  case  is  further  complicated  by  the  ques- 
tion of  cost.  We  have  seen  that  in  the  larger 
libraries  it  is  of  minor  importance ;  but  in  the 
little  libraries,  where  every  penny  counts,  and 
where  it  involves  at  least  one  extra  assistant, 
the  case  is  different.  One  thing  is  certain, — 
if  one  librarian  does  all  the  work  and  devotes 
her  entire  energy  to  the  library,  it  is  quite  out 
of  the  question  to  expect,  or  even  to  allow  her 
to  do  Sunday  work.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  voluntary  assistance  may  be  the  solution 
of  this  difficulty.  It  seems  to  me  probable  that 
in  some  towns  a  woman  of  culture  and  leisure 
might  be  found  glad  to  take  this  up  as  a  mis- 
sionary work,  and  surely  no  one  need  desire  a 
more  satisfactory  outlet  for  humanitarian  zeal, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  this  method  could  be 
depended  on  as  a  practical  way  out  of  the 
difficulty. 

These  two  obstacles,  prejudice  and  lack  of 
means,  prevent  Sunday  opening  in  a  large 
number  of  the  smaller  libraries,  and  it  would 
no  doubt  be  the  part  of  folly  to  attempt  a 
forcing  process.  It  must  be  brought  about 
after  a  gradual  change  of  public  sentiment, 
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and  may  be  hastened  by  anything  that  tends 
to  broaden  and  liberalize  that  sentiment,  and, 
when  the  time  is  ripe,  by  taking  advantage  of 
any  propitious  occasion  for  introducing  it. 

From  what  has  been  said,  I  conclude  that 
public  libraries,  for  the  use  of  books  in  the 
building  ought  to  be  open  on  Sunday.  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  circulating  books  on  that 
day.  The  objections  urged  against  such  open- 
ing are  of  little  weight,  compared  with  the 
urgent  claims  of  the  unprivileged  classes  for 
such  a  work  as  the  highest  conception  of 
Sunday  and  the  ideal  library  spirit  call  upon 
us  to  do.  It  has  been  in  successful  operation 
for  a  term  of  years  in  many  prominent 
American  and  in  several  English  libraries. 
Just  the  people  who,  as  we  maintained,  need- 
ed to  be  reached  by  Sunday  opening,  have 
responded  to  the  opportunity  and  proved  the 
demand  by  a  constant  and  growing  use  of  such 
privileges.  It  is  approved  by  most  of  our 
leading  librarians,  and  always  gets  a  good 
word  from  the  Library  joumaL  The  ob- 
stacles of  prejudice  and  limited  means  in  the 
smaller  libraries  may  be  overcome  by  time. 

The  final  word  on  this  subject  was,  I  think, 
said  by  Mr.  Winsor  at  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  in 


1877.  (See  Library  journal^  v.  2,  p.  274;  Z. 
A,  U,  K,  Proceedings,  1877,  p.  171):  — "I 
think  the  hours  that  a  library  is  open  must 
correspond  to  the  hours  in  which  any 
considerable  number  of  people  will  come 
to  it.  All  night,  if  they  will  come  all  night ; 
in  the  evening  certainly,  and  on  Sundays  by 
all  means.  We  have  fought  and  are  fighting 
the  "Sunday  question"  as  to  libraries  in 
America.  People  who  were  once  tortured 
with  the  idea  now  accept  it.  I  appreciate  the 
merits  of  conservatism;  I  do  not  believe  in 
forcing,  but  I  do  believe  in  ripening.  In  any 
community  the  time  for  benefactions  and  phil- 
anthropy on  Sunday  will  ripen  in  the  end.^^ 

My  object  in  bringing  this  subject  before 
you  has  been  to  induce  thought  and  to  pro- 
voke discussion.  I  cannot  hope  to  have  con- 
vinced any  one  who  did  not  believe  in  Sunday 
opening.  If  I  have  shown  that  it  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  serious  thought  from  every  student 
of  library  science  and  from  every  practical 
librarian,  I  shall  be  content. 

I  hope  to  continue  the  study  of  this  subject,  and  will  grate- 
fully welcome  any  bit  of  experience  throwing  n«w  light  on  it, 
whether  it  confirms  or  contradicts  present  condnuons.  Ad- 
dress M.  S.  CuTLBR,  New  York  Sute  Library,  Albany,  N.Y. 


21^^  For  the  discussion  on  this  paper,  see  the  Proceedings  (Third  session). 


Theological  Seminary 
Libraries. 

1 

1 

1 

1, 

•Sfl 

^ 

1 

S' 

II 

REMARKS. 

1 

1 

0 

■a© 

Kame  of  library. 

Location. 

Andorer  theol.  sem. 

Andover,  Mass. 

No 

No 

No 

•a 

No. 

•s 

Auburn  theol.  sem. 

Auburn,  N.  Y. 

** 

'* 

'• 

•^ 

•6 

Bangor  theol.  sem. 

Bangor,  Me. 

** 

" 

(• 

*2 

No. 

Private  library. 

General  theol.  Ub. 

Boston,  Mass. 

" 

«t 

" 

*a 

Yes;  personally. 

Not  informed. 

•7 

Gcneial  theol.  sem.  of 

P.  E.  Church. 

New  York  City. 

** 

Gettysburg  theol.  sem. 

Gettysbufg,  Pa. 

Yes 

« 

" 

Used  by  few  of  students. 

Hartford  theol.  sem. 

Hartford,  Ct. 

*• 

•1 

Yes. 

Growing  f  av*rble 

1  Rather  disapprove  of  Sunday 
( ing,  but  not  decided. 

open- 

Newton  theol.  inst. 

Newton,  Mass. 

No 

No 

No 

(Do  not  think  it 
I  right. 

Rochester  theol.  sem. 

Rochester,  N.Y. 

M 

(( 

u 

•4 

Against  in  sem. 

St.  Charles  Borromeo. 

Overbrook,  Pa. 

Yes 

Union  theol.  sem. 

New  York  City. 

No 

No 

No 

RBmRBNCB  : 

•1.  Oq  demand.  H.  No  demand.  *3.  It  woidd  not  be  keeping  the  Sabbath.  ^4.  Do  not  believe  it  right. 

•5.  Never  heard  expression.    *6.  Librarian  quotes,  *'  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy,"  as  argument  against  Sunday  opening. 
•7.  Have  no  special  objection,  only  library  would  be  used  but  little. 
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STATISTICS. 


FREE  LIBRARIES. 


AllMhany  City,  Pa. 
Baltimore,  Md. 


Buffalo,        '' 

Barlinston,  Vt. 

Cambndge.  Mast. 

Chicago,  111. 
«<         << 

Chillicothe,  O. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
CleveUnd.O. 
Clinton,  Mass. 
Columbus.  O. 
Concord,  Mass. 
Danvers,      " 
Dayton,  O. 
Denver,  Col. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Evansville,  Ind. 
Fall  River,  Mass. 
Fitchburv,       ** 
Framinenam,  " 
Geneseo,  N.  Y. 
Germantown,  Pa. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich 
Hartford,  Ct. 
Haverhill,  Mass. 
Holyoke,       ** 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Ipswich,  Mass. 
Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
Kalamasoo,  Mich. 
Lancaster,  Mass. 
Lawrence,      *' 
Leominster,    *' 
Lexington,     " 
Lowell, 
Lvnn,  " 

Maiden,         *' 
Manchester.  N.  H. 
Medford,  Mass. 
Milton, 

MUwaukee,  Wis. 
Natick,  Mass. 
•Newark,  N.  J. 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Newburg,  N.  Y. 
Newburyp*t,  Mass. 
New  Haven,  Ct. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
•«  »« 

Newport,  R.  I. 
Newton,  Mass. 
New  York  City, 


Name  of  Lib. 


Public  school. 
Enoch  Pratt. 
Peabody  inst. 
Public 


E.  D.  school, 

Pratt  inst. 

Buffalo. 

Groftvenor. 

Fletcher. 

Public 

Newberry. 
Public 


Bigelow. 

PuWic. 

Free. 

Peabody  inst. 

Public. 

Mercantile. 

Public 

WilUrd. 

Public. 

Town. 

Wadsworth. 

Friends'. 

Public  school, 

Watkinnon. 

Public 

City. 

Public. 

Free. 

Cornell. 

Public. 

Town. 

Free. 

Cary. 

City. 

Free. 

Public 

City. 

Public 


Morse  inst. 
Public. 

Free. 

II 

Public 
Free. 

Howard  m*l. 
Pub.sc'l  &lyc. 
People's. 
Free. 

Apprentices'. 
Astor. 


1 

1 

2 
No 

II 

1 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

II 

»« 

II 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 
<< 

Yes 

No 

Yes 
No 

Yes 

Yes 
II 

No 
Yes 

No 
II 

No 
II 

<i 
Yes 

II 
Yes 

•i 

II 

No 
Yes 

No 

No 
Yes 

No 

1. 

II 

<« 

i< 

No 

No 

11 

Yes 
No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

No 

II 

No 
II 

" 

„ 

II 

Yes 

No 
Yes 

No 

Yes 
No 

II 

It 
Yes 

Yes 

No 
II 

No 

USE 


READING 
ROOM. 


No 


•a 

No 


No'  8oo 
262 
147 


No 


No 


No 


No 


223 


>335 


J05 


RBPBRKNCB 
DBPARTMKNT. 


g 

00 


•3 
•7 


58 


95 


(  Very 
1  little. 


1025 


(  Very 

\  little. 


|! 

Co 


2  -  10  p.  m. 
I  -  9  p.  m. 

3  -  9  p.  m. 


t  -  6  p.  m. 


9  a.m.  -6  p.m. 

8  a.m. -9  p.m. 
I  -  9  p.  m. 

2.30-  8  p.m. 


2  -  9  p.  m. 

2  -  9  p.  m. 

I0-12A.m.Mp.m. 

2  •  6  p.  m. 


9a.m.-9p.m. 


8  a.m. -9  p.m. 
9a.m.  •6p.m. 


2  -  9  p.  m. 
2  -  10  p.  m. 


I  -  6  p.  m. 
t  -  6  p.  m. 


Extra  assist. 
2  rc^.  ass'ts. 
Janitor. 


2  assistants. 


4  assistants. 

•8 
2  spec  ass'ts 

[    Janitress 
I  &  I  ass't. 


RcR.  force. 

Librarian. 

Librarian. 


Eve.  att'd'ts 


Librarian. 
2  assistants. 


Ex.  att'd'ts. 

Reg.  ass't 
extra  pay. 


Reg.  ass't. 


I 


Clerks  and  mechanics. 
All  cbsses. 
Largly  clerks. 


( All  classes, 

I  chiefly  young  men. 


AU  classes. 
All  dasMB. 


Children  and  visitors. 
Mechanics. 


{Mostly     yoimg    men 
and  boys. 


Men  and  boys. 


Rbfbrkncbs : 
*  To  be  open  on  Sunday. 
*i.  During  the  winter. 
*2.  No  circulating  dep&rtment. 
*3.  Free  access,  no  statistics. 


N«  453  periodicals,  425  readers. 

•5.  Well  patronized. 

•6.  Rooms  filled. 

*7.  338  volumes,  127  readers. 


*8.  Sunday  and  evening  assistants. 

*9.  Volunteers  from  staff  for  extra  pay. 
*io.  2  of  4  regular  assistants. 
*Circ.  dept.,  Sunday  ia8,  daily  26a. 
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STATISTICS. 


i 

! 

•• 

l| 
1 

r 

1 
t 

S 

REMARKS. 

No  object'n.  not  yet  called  for 

No  objection. 
No  necessity. 

Yes 

« 

No 

Against  Sun'y  labor. 

Yes. 

Very  difFerent. 
•a 

Regular  exp. 
%^  per  week. 

Ifooperyr. 
Itoper  wk. 

Yes. 

Unqualified. 

Yes. 

/Most   em- 
1  phatically. 

Voted  ag'nst  in  Town  meeting 
Can  supply  wiih't  op*ng  Sun. 
None  ii  extra  service. 

Not  been  thoujrht  best. 
Trustees  unwilling. 
No  desire  expressed. 

Yes 

Decidedly  in  favor. 

Favorable. 

No  desire  for  it. 
•11 

Mixed, 
Against. 

Open  since  i88a. 

Librarian  favors  it. 
Open  since  founded,  1874 

K  Many  not  seen 
\  on  week  days. 

No. 

#1000  per  jrr. 
$8  per  week. 

None. 

Perfect. 
Yes. 

No. 

R.  R.  so  small,  no  object. 

No  demand,  no  objection. 
Expense ;  not  open  6  days. 

All  can  come  on  other  dajrs. 

No 
•6 

Universal  approbat'n 
Sun.  best  spent  home 
Indifferent. 

Better  class. 
About  the  same. 
Yes. 

It  is. 

None. 
None. 

Most  ded'ly 
I  think  U  is. 
No. 

We  do. 

If 

Yes 

•7 

If 
In  favor. 
No  criticism. 

Do  not  know. 

No  object*n  if  needed 
Never  discussed. 

r  Lib.  too  far  from  cen- 
( tre  to  attract  readers. 

Lack  of  means  and  facilities. 

No 
Yes 

I  Presume    majority 
( would  not  object. 

Ubrarian  favors  dedd'ly 

Yes. 

S  Is  to  lio 
(per  week. 

•3 

Uck  of  fadUties. 
Not  necessary. 

No 
Yes 

No  expression. 
Against. 

One  of  the  first  to  open. 

Yes. 

Every  one  has  a  pleas't  home. 

No 
Yes 

No  expressic*i. 
Equally  divided. 

t 

X 

Somewhat. 

|i.87perwk. 

Yes. 

Nodenund. 

Want  of  accommodation. 
No  demand. 

Yes 
Yes 
No 

Opposed. 

Probably  favorable. 
No  desire. 

[for. 
Ready  to  open  if  called 

Same  class.       * 

\^^J^ 

Yes. 

No  demand. 
Lack  of  funds. 

Yes 
Yes 

No  desire. 

Same  class. 

%  .50  perwk. 
None. 

No. 

No  demand,  no  objections. 

See  remarks. 

N.  E.  predjudlce. 

No  need ;  expense. 
Not  sufficient  denund. 

A  working  librarian. 

Yes 

u 

No 

•8 

Not  expressed. 
In  favor. 

None. 

Not  expressed. 

Don't  know. 

No  genera]  desire. 

( a7  churches  &  Y.M.C. 
\  A.  meet  Sunday  wants. 

Rbpsbsncbs: 
*i.  Some  not  seen  on  week  days. 
*2.  Rather  more  clerks  and  mechanics. 
•3.  Necessary  factor  of  our  work. 
*4.  Often  and  much. 
*5.  Yes;  personally.' 
*6.  Not  very  much. 


•7.  Never  came  up. 

•8.  Somewhat. 

*9.  Society  oroosed. 
*io.  SuppoMO  public  would  disapprove. 
*i  I.  Would  be  on  hand  if  library  opened. 
•  Yes,  one  year. 


\  Yes,  reading-room. 

X  Patronage  too  small. 

}  Objections  are  many,  thick  as  bl'kberries. 

"     ibuc  '  •   • 


i-' 


Would  open  if  pubfic  demanded. 
'  These  questions  not  answered. 
Has  never  been  considered. 
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STATISTICS.  (Continued.) 


^ 

1 

USE 

1 

1 

5 

FREE  LIBRARIES. 

1 

RBADIMG 

KBPBKBNCB 

u 

Si 

t 

1 

f 

% 

ROOM. 

OKTASTMBNT. 

^1 

it 

i 

>i 

i 

K 

1 

LoeaUon. 

Name  of  Lib. 

( 

i 

t 

3 

1 

I 

oc 

X 

1 

0 

New  York  City, 

Cooper  Union 

Yes 

Yes 

aooo 

3000  8i8b'ks.;84i  b'ks. 

13  -  9  p.  m. 

Extra  help. 

*« 

Freedrc* 

** 

'* 

Yes 

83 

97 

1 

4  -  9  p.  m- 

Reg.  ass't. 

<t 

Y.  M.  C.  A. 

No 

*' 

9:            »72 

3  •  10  p.  m. 

Extra  ass't. 

NorthjunptOD,  MaM 

Free. 

Yes 

4< 

No 

63 

I  -  9  p.  m. 

Janitor. 

North  Easton,    ** 

Ames  free. 

No 

No 

** 

Oakland.  Cal. 
Omaha.  Neb. 

Free. 

Yes 

'* 

** 

9  a.  m.  •  9  p.  m. 

Public. 

•• 

Yes 

** 

Peabody,  Mass. 

Peabody  inst. 

No 

No 

«< 

Peoria,  111. 

Public 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

3  -  6  p.  m. 

Reg.  force. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Portland,  Me. 

Apprentices't 

No 

No 

No 

(  Rep.  ass't 
\  and:  janitor 

Berkshire  Ath 
Public 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

!i 

30 

12 

5              «o 

3  -  6  p.  m. 

Working-men. 

Poughkeepste,N.Y. 

Pu?iic 

<« 

«t 

" 

Providence,  R.  1. 

** 

** 

«« 

Qidncy,  Mass. 

Thos.  Crane. 

•( 

" 

" 

Morrison. 

<« 

•' 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Reynokb. 
Public 

No 

•• 

« 

Rockford,  lU. 

«* 

*' 

*• 

Sacramento,  Cal. 

Free. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

•3 

•3 

•a 

ioa.m.-9.3op.m. 

Lib.  &  ass't. 

Working-men. 

St.  Lows,  Mo. 
St.Johnsbury,Vt. 

Public. 

** 

" 

No 

163 

181 

3  -  9  p.  m. 

3  reg.  assets. 

«• 

Athenxum. 

No 

No 

*• 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Public 

Yes 

Yes 

•3 

•3 

9a.m.-9p.m. 

3  extra  asst*s 

Men  mostly. 

Salem,  Mass. 

Public 

** 

'* 

No 

3-10  p.m. 

San  Frandsco,  Cal. 

Free.J 

*• 

** 

Yes 

S5 

188 

\f*)            1 79 

1  -  5  p.m. 

Reg.  ass*t. 

Working-men. 

SomervUle,  Mass. 

PubUc 

No 

No 

No 

Southbridn,   " 
Springfield,      " 

pjfiic. 

Yes 

I  •6  p.m. 

(Reg.  ass't. 
\  extra  pay. 

Fewer  ladies. 

Springfield,  O. 

No 

No 

No 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Taunton,  Mass. 

Central. 
Public. 

it 

!! 

!! 

• 

Toledo.  O. 

•• 

Yes 

** 

*• 

3  -  6  p.m. 

Reg.  ass't. 

Middle  clan. 

Topeka,  Kan. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 

'* 

No 

" 

** 

} 

*' 

" 

'• 

Utica,     •• 

piXiic. 

«» 

•* 

«« 

Wahham,  Mass. 

*« 

•* 

*• 

Waterbury,  Ct. 

SilasBronson. 

•• 

«» 

<• 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Free. 

" 

(< 

<< 

Wayland, 
Willcesbarre,  Pa. 

«« 

*' 

<« 

t* 

Osterhout 

•' 

*« 

«' 

Wobum,  Mass. 

Public. 

•i 

•l 

'* 

I  -  4  p.m. 

Janitor. 

Worcester,   " 

Free. 

Yes 

Yes 

•4 

300 

3-9p.m. 

•5 

Non-church  goers. 

RsramBNCBs: 
*  Qrculating  dep't,  Sun.  138,  daily  363. 
t  Circulating  department,  annual  96,000. 
X  Circulating  dep't,  Sun.  50,  daily  304. 


t  Young  Men's  Association. 
I  Has  been. 
*3  Larger  than  on  other  days. 


•3  No  record. 

*4  Reading-room  and  Reference  dep't  335. 
*5  3  extra  assistants  and  librarian  3-5.  p.  m 
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STATISTICS.  (Continued.) 

* 

5 

1 

|i 

^ 

1 

1 

RBMA*RKg. 

jsl 

S 

> 

CD 

s 

No. 

f4o  a  month. 

Yes. 

Pat.  off.  dep't  not  open. 
Su'tics  for  Bond  st.  only 

«4 

•i 

Favorable. 

«« 

%^  per  wk. 

♦* 

•• 

^200  a  year. 

Not  strong. 

1  Patrons  should   keep 
(  Sunday  at  home. 

Same  class. 

No  caU. 

Yes 

Yes. 

Day  of  rest. 

Yes 

Mostly  opposed. 

Yes. 

Not  great. 

Decidedly. 

Churches  are  open. 

Lack  of  funds. 
No  demand. 

Sunday  observed. 
No  demand. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Against. 
Favorable. 

Want  it  open. 

Yes 

• 

(Want     to    give    the 
\  churches  a  chance. 

No  R.  R. 

Somewhat. 

None. 

Decidedly. 

Yes. 

•a 

•3 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

None. 

Yes. 

No  demand. 

•6 

•6 

Not  advisable. 
•6 

Somewhat  dif . 

f9oayear. 

No  necessity. 

No 
•9 

Not  been  called  out. 

•10 

t 

Open  during  summer. 

No. 

^2  a  week. 

•4 

Expense. 

No  demand.    ^ 

No  demand  and  expense. 

No  demand. 

•8 
Expense,  no  demand. 

;?o 

Yes 

•8 

Not  expressed. 
Indifferent. 

OppoKd.. 

Librarian  opposed. 

Ooenonlyon  Saturday. 
Librarian  favors  it. 

^aaday. 

No. 

Didn't  pay. 

Yes 

X 

Yes. 

I350  a  y«a'. 

•5 

RsnitSNCBs: 
*i.  ^150  per  year  for  each  library. 
•a.  Heat  and  light. 
*3.  Unquestionably. 
*4.  Success  indifferent. 
•5.  Decidedly  yes. 


*6.    These  questions  not  answered. 
*7.    Would  only  be  a  lounging  place. 
*8.    Prohibited  at  founding  ot  hbrary. 
*9.    Not  formally. 
•10.  Tried  3  months. 


*  Patronage  not  sufficient. 

t  Lanest  attendance  37.    Not  a  different 

cuss. 
X  Only  an  average  of  29  per  Sunday. 
%  Owing  to  inconvenient  quarters. 
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57:  LOUIS  CONFERENCE. 


STATISTICS. 


1 

} 

i 

1 

1 
t 

USE 

ooff 
^1. 

1 

COLLEGE  LIBRARIES. 

• 

RSADIMG 
ROOM. 

KBFBR- 

BNCK 
DBP»T. 

«4 

1 

K 

05 

I 

0 

Nameoflibmy. 

Location. 

\ 

Amherst  College, 

Amherst,  Mass. 

No 

No 

No 

Beloit 

Beloit,  Wis. 

*♦ 

" 

•• 

Boston          " 

Boston.  Mass. 

*• 

*• 

« 

Bowdoin       ** 

Brunswick,  Me. 

«« 

'• 

«* 

Brown  University, 

Providence,  R.  I. 

'• 

<( 

•* 

Colby 

WaterviUe,  Me. 

Yes 

** 

•« 

R.  R.Jilways  open. 

Col.  of  New  Jersey, 
*•      St.  Francis  Xavier, 

Princeton,  N.  J. 

No 

" 

'* 

N.  Y.  City. 

"     the  City  of  N.  Y. 
*•     the  Holy  Cross, 

*« 

« 

«( 

«« 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Yes 

Yes 

Ye« 

Columbia  College, 

N.  Y.  City. 
Ithaca,  N:  Y. 

No; 

No 

No 

Cornell  University, 

" 

Dartmouth  Colle^, 
DePanw  University, 

Hanover,  N.  H. 

<< 

** 

« 

Greencastle,  Ind. 

<« 

'* 

•• 

Drury  College, 
Georgetown  College, 

Springfield,  Mo. 
W.  Wash.,  D.  C. 

I! 

;! 

<! 

Gonzaga             " 

Washington,  D.  C. 

No 

No 

No 

Hamilton 
Harvard              ** 
Haverford          " 

Clinton,  N.  Y. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Haverford,  Pa. 

Yes 
No 

Yes 

No 

No 

I  -  5  p.  m. 

(Officer  and  boy 
(  both  paid  extra 

RegMar  students. 

Hobart 

Geneva,  N.  Y. 
GrinneU,  la. 

Yes 

4< 

•• 

8  a.  m.  -  sunset. 

Iowa 

No 

«' 

<< 

Johns  Hopkins  Univ., 
Kenyon  College, 

Baltimore,  Md. 

<t 

« 

*« 

Gambier.O. 
Easton,  Pa. 

<« 

'* 

•« 

Lafayette     " 

" 

t< 

« 

Lawrence  University, 

Appleton.  Wis. 

" 

** 

*• 

Lehigh 

So.  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

•l 

1.30  •  9  p.  m. 

Clerks  in  turn. 

Chiefly  students. 

Marietta  CoUege. 

Marietu,  O. 

No 

No 

No 

Michigan  University, 
Mt.  Hoi.  Sem.  and  Col. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

•' 

<< 

4« 

i   8  •  10.30  a.  m. 
ia-9p.  m. 

So.  Hadley,  Mass. 

Yes 

Yes 

•2 

•a 

•2 

•a 

Students. 

Mt.  Morris  College, 
Mt.  Pleasant  MU.  Acad. 

Mt.  Morris,  lU. 

No 

No 

No 

Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. 

N.  W.  University, 

Evanston,  lU. 

No 

No 

No 

Oberiin  College, 

O.  Wesleyan  University, 

Olivet  CoUege, 

Ruteers     *^ 

St.  Louis  University, 

Oberiin,  O. 

'* 

'♦ 

Delaware.  O. 

Olivet,  Mich. 

No 

No 

No 

N.  Brunsw'k,  N.J. 

«« 

•• 

<< 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

•< 

«• 

«« 

Spring  HUl  College, 
State  Univ.  of  Iowa, 

Mobile.  AU. 

Yes 

Iowa  City,  la. 

No 

No 

No 

U. 

Batoti  Rouge,  La. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Hartford,  Ct. 

•• 

'« 

*• 

Syracuse  University, 
Trinity  College, 

Yes 

!! 

(t 

•3 

•3 

•3 

•3 

Tufts 

College  Hill,  Mass. 

No 

♦* 

i< 

Tulane  University, 

New  Orleans,  La. 

" 

" 

*• 

Union  College, 

SchenecUdy,  N.  Y. 

«< 

<t 

•• 

U.  S.  Military  Academy, 

West  Point,  N.  Y. 

t< 

«» 

*• 

U.  S.  Naval 

Annapolis,  Md. 
Berkeley,  Cal. 

'* 

" 

« 

Univ.  of  California, 

«« 

«' 

•* 

**       Colorado, 

Boulder.  Col. 

(< 

« 

i< 

"        lUinois, 

Urbana,  111. 

•« 

•« 

<( 

**        MinnesoU, 

Minneapolis,  Minn 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Rochester,  N.Y. 

<( 

*« 

« 

**        Pennsylvania, 

No 

No 

No 

'•        Rochester, 

** 

« 

<i 

•*        the  South, 
*•        Vermont, 

Sewanee,  Tenn. 
Burlington,  Vt. 

• 
Yes 

Yes 

No 

♦4 

•4 

•4 

•4 

2  -  4  p.  in. 

( A  student  gra- 
1  tuitously. 

StudenU  mainly. 

ViimnU, 
VanderbUt  University, 

Univ.ofVa.,Va. 

No 

No 

•« 

NaahviUe,  Tenn. 

•< 

•' 

(  Volunteers 
( from  Senior  cl. 
(  No  one  in  at- 
( tendance. 

Vassar  CoUege, 
Wabash      " 

Poughk'psie,  N.Y. 
Crawfordsville,  III. 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

2.30  -  5  p.  m. 

Wellesley   " 

WeUeMey,  Mass. 

Yes 

No 

No 

•5 

•5 

R.  R.  always  open. 

StudenU. 

Middletown,  Ct. 

No 

«« 

** 

WiUiama  CoUege, 

WU'mstown,  Mass. 

•* 

<* 

Yale 

New  Haven,  Ct. 

Yes 

«« 

«« 

•6 

S50 

I  -  8  p.  m. 

Reg.  attendants. 

Rbfkrkncxs : 
•i.  Average,  32  readers. 
*2.  Access  to  the  shelves ;  no  statistics. 


*3.  Comparatively  little  used. 

*4.  No  statistics ;  only  open  one  month. 


•5.  Far  less  than  daUy. 
•6.  175  readers. 
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STATISTICS. 


1 

2 

if 

1 

1' 

1 
1 

1 

r  a 

t 

a 

1 

REMARKS. 

♦2 

6  days  suffi't;  to  avoid  the  labor 

Librarian  should  rest. 
•4 

•15 

Yes 

*ao 
•21 

Against. 
Passive. 

Students  live  at  a  distance  from  the  college. 
R.R.  in  dorm.  man.  by  stu*U,  opened  Sun. 
Sears  R.R.  in  sep.  bMd^g  open  all  day  &  eve. 
R.  R.  in  dormitory  in  diarge  of  students. 
Entire  sentiment  of  college  opposed. 

Sunday  for  rest. 

No 

Do  not  know. 

•5 

No  desire  or  need  for  it. 
Regard  for  Lord's  day. 

•16 
No 

Occasion'lcalb 

•as 

•a7 

No 

($150  for 
( 40  weeks. 

None. 

Moderate. 
Meets  a  want 

Students  do  not  assemble. 

Sunday  is  for  other  purposes. 
•6 

•7 
ConUins  only  secular  reading. 
No  need  of  it  for  studenU. 

No  demand,  no  objection. 

( We  all  go  to  Churdi  and 
\  Sunday  school. 

No 

No  demand. 

•»6 

•28 

1  We  have  Church  and  S.  S.  lib.  connected 
\  with  the  college. 

No 
No 

No. 
No. 

Yes. 

•17 

Against. 
Not  in  favor. 

•22 

No  demand. 

Brainerd  Evan.  So.  supplies  suiuble  read*g. 
R.  R.  and  ref.  dep't  together. 

Only  religious  b*ks  &  papers  are  accessible. 

:?o 

:?s 

^. 

Not  deemed  necessary. 

No  demand  for  it. 

No  demand,  no  objection. 

No 

Not  in  favor. 
Not  agitated. 

Relig.  periodicals  loanM  Y.M.C. A.  Sun. 

( 2   students*  libraries    open,  containing 
\  both  religious  and  secular  books. 

Against  military  rules. 
•11 

Yes 

Acquiescent. 

( We  very  positively  eUpl^e  and  oppcu 
\  the  secularuing  of  the  Sabbath. 

• 

No  need  to  have  it  open. 

Nobody  requests  it. 
•12 

No  special  demand. 
•x4 

No 
Yes 

•12 

No 

'-% 

Yes 

•19 
No 

No  expression. 
Cannot  say. 
Opposed. 
•12 
Indifferent. 

Opposed. 

Favorable.  ^ 
Ques.not  rais'd 

( Col.  StudenU  might  better  take  country 
)  walks  on  Sun.  rather  than  do  brain  work. 

•g 

Only  heating 

Yea,  thus  far 

No 

l?S^' 

No 

None. 

Contrary  to  wish  of  founder. 
No  demand ;  expense. 

Yes 

ProbMy  ag*nst. 
Rather  averse. 

R.R.  controlled  by  stud's  ;  lib*n  in  favor. 
Col.  Y.M.C.  A.  R.R  &  lib.  open  ;  att.  50. 

Rbfxrbncbs: 
*i.  Much  the  same.  *io. 

•2.  Demand  not  suffic't  to  wan  ant  ex.  exp.    •xi. 
*3.  Offend  friends  of  col.;  advantage  would  *i2. 

not  compensate  for  labor  involved.  *i3. 

*'4.  None*  except  students  are  otherwise  *i4. 

employed.  •iS. 

*5.  Demand  too  small  to  justify  expense.     '17. 
*6.  Whole  univ.  closed  on  Sunday.  ^ig. 

*7.  Lack  of  pressing  necessity.    Expense.  Ho. 
*8.  Expense;  and  offence  to  friends  of^Univ. 
*9.  These  questions  not  answered. 


Unneces'y;  belief  in  strict  Sun.  keeping,  ♦ai.  Undoubtedly  opposed. 
Because  the  reading  matter  is  secular.    •22.  Question  raised  at  intervals. 
Contrary  to  academic  and  army  reg*s.     •»3.  Strongly  opposed. 
Students  can  use  it  other  days.    Exp'se.  •24.  Divided;  majonty,  prob.  con. 
Change  of  work  desirable  on  Sunday.      •25.  Yes,  i  year. 
-■     ^  -le.  Yes,  informally.  •26.  Yes;  i878-«8. 


8.  Not  as  a  library.  •27.  Use  was  for  purely  secular  and  social 


Not  formally. 

Not  officially. 

Never  discussed, 

Growing  disposition  to  demand  it,  and  *28. 

entire  readiness  to  meet  the   demand 

when  time  comes. 


purposes. 

Students  spend  Sunday  away. 
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ST.  LOViS  CONFERENCE. 


STATISTICS. 


»• 

»« 

1 

1 

USE 

?f 

1 

11 

■II 
1 

1 
>f  readers. 

1 
1 

Subscription  Libraries. 

KBADING 
BOOM. 

BEPKR- 

BNCB 
DBr'T. 

aRcv- 
1.ATING 

DBf'T. 

t 

1 
1 

? 

« 

i 

, 

1 

1 

** 

Location. 

Name  of  Lib. 

K 

1 

I 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Young  Men's  aisso. 

No    No 

"nT 

Atlanu,  Ga. 

Y.  Men's  Ub.  asso. 

*• 

*' 

•• 

Baltimore.  Md. 
Boston,  Mass. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Merc  lib.  asso. 

•• 

«« 

•• 

(  Ref.  12  -  6. 
\  Per.  12  -  10. 

a  .  6  p.  m. 

Boston  Athenxum. 
Library  soc. 
Brooklyn. 

Yes 
No 
Yes 

Yes 

No 
<• 

No 

•l 
85 

•3 

3>3 

Ia-3 

•3 

•6 

•8 
•9 

•12 

1  extra  ass't. 

Men  chiefly. 

(Only  afewstran- 
Igers. 

Burlington,  N.  T. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Library  Co. 

No 

•* 

«* 

Library  soc. 

** 

" 

•* 

Cincinnati,  O. 

Y.  Men's  mere. 

Yes 

Yes 

** 

ao 

200I       5 

50 

350 

8  a.m.  •  10  p.m. 

Sun.  libra'n. 

Men. 

cnereland,  0. 

Case. 

•• 

»« 

1       ' 

•13 

Young  men. 

Concord,  N.  H. 

Public. 

No 

No 

♦* 

1 

Davenport,  la. 

Library  asso. 

»« 

«* 

- 

1 

Dubuque,      " 

Y.  Men's  Ub.  asso. 

Hartford,  Ct. 

Pub.  lib.  asso. 

No 

No 

No 

Hatborough,  Pa. 
Kansas,  Mo. 

Union. 

«• 

*« 

Public. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

190 

159 

20 

35 

23 

65 

2-9  p.m. 

Night  derk. 

Young  men. 

Lexington,  Ky. 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Lexington. 

No 

No 

No 

Mid'sex  meduasso.  Yes 

8  a.m  •  9  p.m. 

•18 

Minneapolis,Minn. 

Athenxum. 

•« 

No 

No 

•a 

3-6  p.m. 

Janitor. 

Morristowni  N.  J. 

Library  &  Lyceum. 

No 

** 

*« 

New  Haven,  Ct. 
New  York  City, 

Y.  Men's  inst. 

'* 

'* 

•« 

Harlem. 

" 

i( 

« 

Mercantile. 

No 

No 

No 

•• 

Society. 

tt 

** 

<< 

Newport,  R.  I. 

Redwood. 

No 

No 

No 

Norwich.  Ct. 

Otis. 

•« 

«« 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Athenxum. 
Library  Co. 
Merc'ntile  lib.  asso. 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
Yes 

122 

397 

1  •  6  p.m. 
9  a.m.  .  10  p.nL 

•14 
•is 

Outside  public. 

/          «i 

Mutual  lib.  Co. 

No 

No 

No 

PitUburg»  Pa. 
Portland,  Or. 

Library  asso. 

i( 

Library  asso. 

Yes 

'* 

« 

•3 

•4 

•7 

•10 

Ubrarian. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Athenxum. 

No 

'* 

<• 

Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

i< 

M 

** 

•I 

Mercantile  lib. 

" 

•« 

*« 

Salem,  Mass. 

Athenxum. 

No 

No 

No 

i« 

Essex  inst. 

<t 

(t 

<< 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Mechanics'  inst. 
Merc.  lib.  asso. 

Yes 
«< 

Yes 

No 

•5 

•r 

•11 

8  a.m.  •  9  p.m. 
7  a.m.  -7  p.m. 

Extra  clerk. 
•16 

Vergennes,  Vt. 

Vergennes. 

No 

«< 

•* 

Wilmington,  Del. 

Wilmington  inst. 

<i 

« 

RSFBRBNCBS  : 

*i.  25  to  50. 
•2.  60  to  100. 
•3.  No  record. 
%.  too  to  400. 
•5.  Not  kept. 
*o.  239  visitors. 


•7.  50  to  75- 

*8.  45,000  vols,  per  year. 

*9  108,71 1  v(4a.  per  year. 

♦10.  60  to_7o. 

*i  I.  320  visitors. 

*i2.  I  extra  ass't,  i  regular,  extra  pay. 


*i3.  Rq^ular  librarians,  extra  pay. 
*i4.  2  r^^ar  assistants,  extra  pay. 
*i5.  Man,  sometimes  a  boy. 
*i6.  Usual  attendant. 
*i7.  Those  busv  through  the  week. 
*i8.  Qerks  and  mechanics. 


REPORT    ON    LIBRARY   LEGISLATION. 


BY     H.    M.   UTLEY,   LIBRARIAN    PUBLIC    LIBRARY,   DETROIT,  MICH. 


npHE  last  report  on  library  legislation  was 
made  at  the  Lake  George  Conference  in 
1 885.  This  report  covers  the  three  succeeding 
years,  but  makes  no  reference  to  legislation 
during  the  present  year ;  as  any  memoranda,  if 
attainable,  would  be  incomplete,  since  many  of 
the  legislative  bodies  are  in  session  at  the 
present  time. 


Arizona.— In  1887,  the  Legislative  Council 
passed  a  general  school  act,  which,  among  other 
things,  authorizes  boards  of  school  trustees  of 
cities  or  school  districts  to  establish  and  maintain 
libraries,  and  to  appropriate  school  funds  therefor. 
These  libraries  are  to  be  kept  in  schoolhouses, 
where  practicable,  and  are  to  be  free  to  all  pupils, 
and  to  all  residents  of  the  district,  upon  payment 
of  a  prescribed  annual  or  monthly  fee. 
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STATISTICS. 


1 

1 

it 

r 

1, 

si 

1 

0 

1 

1 

X 

1 

REMARKS. 

Utual  predjodice. 

Yes 

Board  divided.    Librarian  favors  it. 

No 
No 

^i.6oa  week 
.50  a'week. 

•4 

No  demand. 

•e 

•. 

Open  since  1807, 

Free  on  Sundays,  but  not  generally  known. 

No 

$300  per  year 

I  do  not. 

•s 

*\ 

•1 

Yes 

•is 

Library  not  fully  organized. 

$10  per  mo. 

Decidedly. 

Force  too  small. 
No  demand. 

*U 

Don't  know. 

Yes 

•'3 

Miss  Hewins  believes  in  it. 

Yes 

.50  a  week. 

Certainly. 

Exodos  ao.  8-  ix. 
•6 

Increased  expense. 
•7 

No 
Yes 

•7 

Don't  know. 

Don't  know. 
•7 

Yes 

•14 

Open  since  its  establishment,  1837. 

R.  R.  over-crowded. 

We  believe  in  an  obedience  to  law. 

No 

•3 

MantfesUy. 
No. 

Public  sentiment  once  averse,  now  in  favor. 
Fails  to  help  the  class  intended  for. 

No 

None. 

Yes 

•8 
Lack  of  funds. 

•8 

^0 

•8 

•9 
No  demand. 

No 

|a.  50  a  w'k. 
Nothing. 

Yea 

No  occasion. 
No  demand. 

No 

Torpid. 

Used  only  by  people  of  leisure. 

We  simply  follow  the  footsteps  of  the  founder. 

•10 

•to 

*IO 

(  Small  place,  many  churches.    People  take  their 
( own  periodicals. 

Rules  forbid. 

No 

Never  consid'rd. 

Rbfbkkncbs: 
*i.  Same  class. 
*3.  Yes,  mainly. 
*3.  |6  a  week,  plus  heating. 
*4.  Reading-nxmi,  yes.    Kef.  room,  no. 
*5.  Subject  never  mentioned. 
*fe.  Plenty  of  time  other  days. 


•7»    "No  call  and  hope  not  to  have."  ^n.  Not  officially. 

*8.    Expense.    Strong  religious  objection.  *ia.  Small  attendance. 

*9.    No  desire  by  patrons.  *i  3.  Useless  expense. 

•10.  Public  has  never  asked  it,  officers  do  •14.  Attendance  less  than  i  per  cent  of 


not  wish  it. 


membership. 


California. —  An  act  was  approved  March  5, 
1887,  to  encourage  and  provide  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  the  arts,  sciences,  and  general  literature, 
and  the  founding  and  maintaining  of  public 
libraries.  It  provides  that  any  person  intending, 
in  his  lifetime,  or  by  will  or  trust  deed,  to 
operate  after  his  death,  to  found  and  perpetuate  a 
public  library,  etc.,  may  convey  to  trustees  named, 
and  to  their  successors,  any  collection  of  books, 
and  such  gift  shall  be  construed  to  be  a  convey- 
ance of  the  future  additions  and  accretions  thereof. 
He  may,  in  like  manner,  convey  real  estate  and 
other  property,  which  shall  vest  in  the  trustees, 
who  thereby  become  a  body  corporate,  and  subject 


to  the  trust.  The  person  making  the  grant  is 
given  full  power  to  name  the  institution,  its  nature 
and  purp>oses,  and  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
successors  to  the  trustees  shall  be  appointed, 
designate  places  where  buildings  shall  be  erected, 
etc.  No  suit  shall  be  commenced  to  set  aside 
such  gift,  or  to  affect  the  title  to  the  property  con- 
veyed, unless  commenced  within  two  years  after 
filing  the  grant  for  record.  A  like  bequest  may 
also  be  made  to  the  State,  and  it  will  carry  out 
the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  grantor. 

Colorado. —  An  act  approved  March  17,  1887, 
authorizes  the  State  librarian  to  turn  over  to  the 
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librarian  of  every  free  public  library  one  copy  of 
every  book,  pamphlet,  or  periodical  published  by 
the  State.  It  also  authorizes  school  district 
boards  to  levy  a  tax,  not  exceeding  one  tenth  of  a 
mill,  to  purchase  library  books. 

Delaware. —  A  joint. resolution  was  approved 
April  13,  1887,  accepting  plans  and  specifications 
for  a  new  building  for  the  State  library,  and  mak- 
ing provision  for  erecting  the  same. 

Illinois.  —  An  act  approved  June  17,  1887, 
amends  an  act  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to 
establish  and  maintain  free  public  libraries  and  read- 
ing rooms,  passed  in  1872,  by  increasing  the  amount 
that  may  be  levied  for  library  purposes,  in  the 
annual  tax  levy  of  cities  of  less  than  100,000 
inhabitants,  to  2  mills  on  $1.  It  was  formerly  i>^ 
mills ;  which  still  remains  the  rate  in  cities  of  over 
100,000  population,  with  the  proviso  that  the 
library  taxes  shall  not  be  included  in  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  taxes  limited  in  the  act  relative  to 
the  incorporation  of  cities. 

Kansas. —  An  act  was  approved  Feb.  19,  1886, 
to  authorize  cities  to  establish  and  maintain  free 
public  .libraries  and  reading-rooms.  It  provides 
that,  upon  the  written  petition  of  fifty  tax  payers, 
the  mayor  and  common  council  of  any  city  shall 
submit  to  the  legal  voters  the  question  of  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  free  public 
library  and  reading-room  by  such  city;  and  if  a 
majority  favor  such  establishment  the  mayor  and 
common  council  shall  annually  thereafter  levy  a 
tax,  not  exceeding  i  mill  on  $1,  in  cities  of  the  first 
and  second  class,  and  1%  mills  in  cities  of  the 
third  class.  The  mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the 
common  council,  shall  appoint  a  board  of  thirteen 
directors,  the  mayor  being  a  member  ex  officio. 
These  directors  are  divided  into  classes  of  three 
each,  a  class  being  appointed  annually  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  The  board  is  given  entire  control 
over  the  library  and  its  funds,  and  is  required  to 
report  annually  to  the  common  council.  Every 
library  and  reading-room  established  under  this 
act  is  to  be  free  to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  where  located,  and  the  use  may  be 
extended  to  persons  living  outside  the  city  upon 
such  terms  as  may  be  prescribed.  Library  asso- 
ciations previously  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  are  authorized  to  turn  over  their  prop- 
erty to  the  directors  of  free  public  libraries,  upon 
the  written  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the  stock- 
holders. 


By  an  act  passed  March  2,  1887,  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Osage  City  was  authorized  to  turn 
over  the  school  district  library  books,  furniture, 
and  funds  to  the  free  public  library  of  that  city. 

Kentucky. —  An  act  approved  April  7, 1886, 
to  incorporate  the  public  library  of  the  city  of 
Paducah,  provides  that  the  trustees  may  accept 
gifts  of  money,  books,  etc,  and  maintain  a  library, 
which  shall  be  free,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  trustees.  No 
provision  is  made  for  other  income. 

Maine.— January,  1887,  the  statutes  were 
amended  to  increase  the  amount  of  annual  ap- 
propriations for  maintaining  town  libraries  from 
25  to  50  cents  for  each  of  ratable  polls. 

February,  1887,  they  were  further  amended  to 
require  each  county  treasurer  to  pay  to  the 
treasurer  of  each  county  law  library  10  per  cent 
of  the  fines  actually  paid  for  violations  of  chap. 
27  (prohibitory  liquor  law),  and  section  i,  of  chap. 
17  (relative  to  lewd  and  tippling  houses),  not 
exceeding  $100. 

March,  1887,  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  any 
city  or  town  to  accept  donations  of  land,  buildings, 
books,  or  other  property  for  a  public  library  or  art 
gallery,  or  funds  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  etc.,  and  to  maintain  the  same  in  order. 

Massachusetts. —  By  act  approved  May  4th, 
1888,  every  town  which  raises  or  appropriates 
money  for  the  support  of  a  free  public  library 
owned  by  the  town,  shall,  at  its  annual  meeting, 
elect  a  board  of  trustees,  except  in  cases  where 
a  town  has  acquired  a  library  in  whole  or  part  by 
donation  or  bequest,  with  other  provisions  for 
election  of  trustees.  The  board  shall  consist  of 
any  number  divisible  by  three,  not  exceeding  nine, 
and  one  third  of  the  number  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally for  a  term  of  three  years.  No  person  is  in- 
eligible for  trustee  by  reason  of  sex.  These  trus- 
tees are  to  have  entire  control  and  management 
of  the  town  library,  and  the  disposition  of  its 
funds.  The  trustees  are  required  to  make  an  ex- 
plicit report  at  each  annual  town  meeting.  This 
law  does  not  interfere  with  libraries  managed 
under  special  legislative  acts. 

Michigan.— In  1887  a  previously  existing  law 
was  amended  to  provide  that,  when  a  free  public 
library  has  been  established  in  any  village  or  town, 
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the  board  of  directors  shall,  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  of  September  of  each  year,  prepare  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  (or 
the  maintenance  of  such  library  for  the  ensuing 
year,  not  exceeding  i  mill  on  the  dollar  of  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  village  or  town,  and  this  esti- 
mate shall  be  spread  upon  the  tax  rolls  and  col- 
lected, the  same  as  other  taxes. 

The  property  of  all  library  institutions  is  ex- 
empted from  taxation. 

Minnesota.--  March,  1887,  an  act  was  passed 
making  an  appropriation  of  $10,000,  and  provid- 
ing that  where  public-school  libraries  purchased 
books  from  the  lists  made  up  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction,  the  State  shall  donate  a 
sum  equal  to  one  half  the  order. 

All  public  and  incorporated  libraries  are  ex- 
empted from  taxation. 

Missouri. —  An  act  approved  April  10,  1885, 
provides  that  when  100  tax-paying  voters  in  any 
incorporated  city  shall  petition  the  proper  author- 
ities, asking  that  an  annual  tax  be  levied  for 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  free  pub- 
lic library,  and  shall  specify  in  their  petition  a  rate 
not  exceeding  i  mill  on  the  dollar  annually,  and 
in  cities  of  over  100,000  inhabitants,  not  exceeding 
one  fifth  of  a  mill,  such  officers  shall,  at  the  next 
regular  annual  election,  submit  the  question  to 
the  qualified  electors  for  their  decision.  When 
any  city  shall  have  decided  to  establish  and  main- 
tain a  public  library  under  this  act,  the  mayor, 
with  the  approval  of  the  common  council,  shall 
appoint  a  board  of  nine  directors,  one  third  for 
one,  two,  and  three  years  respectively,  their  suc- 
cessors to  be  chosen  in  like  manner,  three  each 
year,  for  a  term  of  three  years.  The  directors 
shall  have  full  control  of  the  library,  its  manage, 
ment  and  funds.  The  common  council  is  re- 
quired to  levy  and  collect  annually  the  library  tax, 
provided  that  this  tax  shall  cease  in  case  the  legal 
voters  shall  so  determine  by  majority  vote  at  any 
annual  election.  Every  library  and  reading-room 
established  under  this  act,  shall  be  forever  free  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  where  located.  Similar 
provision  is  made  for  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  public  libraries  in  incorporated  villages 
and  townships,  upon  the  petition  of  fifty  legal 
voters  and  the  approval  of  a  majority  vote,  the 
rate  of  taxation  not  to  exceed  2  mills  on  the  dollar. 
The  library  board  of  villages,  etc.,  consists  of  six 
members,  chosen  for  terms  of  three  years  —  two 
annually  —  by  the  electors  at  the  annual  village 


election.    An  annual  report  is  required  in  each 
case  to  the  city  or  village  authorities. 

Nebraska. —  A  general  act,  approved  March 
30,  1887,  for  the  incorporation  of  metropolitan 
cities,  authorizes  the  mayor  and  common  council 
to  establish  and  maintain  public  libraries  and 
reading-rooms,  provide  the  necessary  grounds, 
buildings,  books,  papers,  etc,  and  to  pass  the 
necessary  laws  for  regulation  and  government  of 
the  same. 

New  Hampshire.— An  act  approved  Oct.  21, 
1887,  authorizes  the  State  to  purchase  and  dis- 
tribute to  libraries  in  the  State  copies  of  all  his- 
tories of  New  Hampshire  regiments  in  the  war  of 
the  rebellion. 

New  Jersey.  —  March  6,  1886,  an  act  was 
approved,  amending  the  law  of  1879,  to  provide 
that  when  a  free  public  library  has  been  estab- 
lished in  any  incorporated  city,  pursuant  to  that 
act,  and  shall  have  existed  three  years  or  more, 
and  possess  property  of  the  value  of  $30,000  or 
more,  the  directors  shall  annually  certify  to  the 
common  council  of  such  city  the  amount  required 
for  the  maintenance  of  such  library  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  not  exceeding  ^  mill  on  $1 ;  and  the 
council  shall  cause  to  be  assessed  and  raised,  by 
tax,  the  amount  so  certified. 

New  York. —  An  act  approved  June  1 5,  1886, 
provides  that  any  incorporated  library  association 
in  any  city,  owning  real  estate  of  the  value  of 
$20,000,  and  at  least  10,000  volumes,  and  main- 
taining the  same  for  free  circulation  of  books, 
among  the  inhabitants  of  said  city,  and  shall  have 
actually  circulated  75,000  in  the  preceding  twelve 
months,  may  apply  to  the  common  council  for  an 
appropriation  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000.  Any 
like  library  which  has  circulated,  in  addition  to 
the  75,000  specified,  more  than  100,000  volumes, 
is  authorized  to  apply  for  a  further  appropriation 
of  $5,000  for  each  100,000  volumes  so  circulated, 
in  addition  to  the  75,000  first  specified.  The 
common  council  is  empowered  to  make  proper 
provision  for  the  pajrment  of  this  appropriation. 
In  the  city  of  New  York  this  applies  to  any 
library  meeting  the  foregoing  requirements,  with 
the  restriction  that  not  more  than  $40,000  shall  be 
paid  to  any  one  library  in  any  one  year. 

May  13, 1887,  an  act  was  approved  to  encourage 
free  libraries  in  the  villages  and  smaller  cities  of 
the  State,  which  applies  to  cities  not  exceeding 
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30,000  population.  This  act  contains  provisions 
similar  to  those  of  the  foregoing  act,  though  on  a 
reduced  scale.  The  required  value  of  real  estate 
is  $4,000,  or  an  annual  rental  of  $300.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  must  be  not  less  than  5,000,  and 
the  annual  circulation  15,00a  The  appropriation 
is  $1,000,  with  an  additional  $1,000  for  every  15,000 
of  circulation. 

May  19,  1888,  the  act  of  1872,  providing  for  the 
formation  of  free  public  libraries,  was  amended  by 
increasing  the  limit  of  annual  appropriations  from 
50  to  70  cents  per  capita  of  legal  voters. 

Ohio. —  March  21,  1887,  an  act  was  approved, 
providing  for  non-partisan  public  library  boards 
in  cities  of  the  second  and  third  class.  These 
library  boards  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  boards  of 
education,  and  to  consist  of  six  members  each, 
selected  equally  from  the  two  political  parties 
having  the  largest  representation  in  the  board  of 
education.  The  president  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion is  to  be  a  member  ex  officio.  The  library 
board  reports  to  the  board  of  education,  and 
submits  its  annual  estimates  to  such  board,  which 
has  power  to  levy  annually,  for  library  purposes, 
a  tax  not  exceeding  two  and  one-half  tenths  of  a 
mill  on  the  dollar  of  the  taxable  property  of  the 
city. 

Pennsylvania.— An  act  approved  May  23, 
1887,  appropriates  the  dog  tax  to  public  libraries 
which  maintain  free  reading-rooms. 

This  act  also  empowers  cities  to  take  and  hold 
donations  of  money,  books,  and  other  property  for 
establishing  free  public  libraries,  and  to  make 
annual  appropriations  for  the  maintenance  01 
such  libraries. 

Rhode  Island.— The  Legislature  made  an 
appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  free  public  libra- 
ries, amounting  to  $4,000  in  1886,  and  $4,500  in 
1887. 

Wisconsin.— An  act  passed  in  1887  exempts 
from  taxation  the  endowment  funds  and  real  and 


personal  estate  of  any  public  library  organized 
under  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Wyoming. —  An  act  approved  Feb.  16,  1886, 
provides  that  whenever  the  county  commissioners 
of  any  county  have  received  proper  and  sufficient 
guarantees  that  a  suitable  place  will  be  perma- 
nently furnished  for  the  protection  and  use  of  a 
public  library,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  levy  annu- 
ally a  tax  of  not  less  than  one  eighth  nor  more 
than  one  half  a  mill  on  all  the  taxable  property  of 
the  county  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  public  library,  to  be  located  at  the  county 
seat  of  such  county.  The  control  and  manage- 
ment is  to  be  vested  in  a  board  of  three  trustees 
appointed  by  the  county  commissioners.  The 
books  purchased  shall  be  of  a  kind  best  suited  to 
inform  the  mind  and  improve  the  character  of  the 
reader.  Neither  sectarian  nor  professional  books 
shall  be  purchased,  nor  more  than  25  per  cent  of 
fiction.  Every  library  thus  established  and  main- 
tained shall  be  forever  free  to  all  the  residents  of 
the  county  to  which  it  belongs,  and  the  trustees 
are  required  to  provide  specially  for  the  con- 
venient use  of  the  books  by  persons  living  outside 
the  town  in  which  the  library  is  situated. 

In  conclusion  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the 
session  laws  of'  Arkansas,  Idaho,  Montana, 
Utah,  and  West  Virginia,  for  any  portion  of 
the  period  covered  by  this  repM>rt,  were  not 
accessible  to  me  in  making  my  investigations. 
If  there  has  been  library  legislation  in  any  of 
these  States  and  Territories,  I  am,  therefore, 
unable  to  make  mention  of  it. 

Of  the  States  having  legislative  sessions 
in  1888,  those  of  California,  Georgia,  Iowa, 
Maryland,  Mississippi,  and  Vermont  are  not 
here  reported  on  for  that  year.  Otherwise, 
all  the  States  and  Territories  are  fully  covered 
by  this  report. 
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REPORT  ON   SCRAP-BOOKS. 


BY  W.  A.  BARDWELL,    LIBRARIAN  BROOKLYN    LIBRARY. 


T  T IGH  up  above  the  roar  of  Broadway,  less 
*■•  "*•  intense  now  since  the  retirement  of  that 
lumbering  though  musical  Knickerbocker  institu- 
tion, the  Broadway  stage, —  on  the  third  floor  of 
No.  706  of  that  thoroughfare,  is  the  establishment 
of  Mr.  Henry  Romeike,  whose  specialty  is  press 
cuttings.  A  few  years  ago  it  would  scarcely  have 
seemed  possible  that  such  a  business  as  this  could 
be  made  remunerative ;  yet  to-day  there  are 
employed  in  this  place  a  staff  of  twenty-eight  peo- 
ple, by  whom  2,000  to  3,000  newspapers  are  exam- 
ined daily,  and  extracts  marked  and  cut  out ;  the 
principal  dailies  of  all  the  large  cities  being 
received  for  this  purpose.  Twenty  thousand 
envelopes  are  addressed  and  forwarded  each 
month,  the  postage  amounting  to  $70  per  week. 
During  the  week  ending  April  6,  of  this  year* 
8,000  clippings  were  mailed. 

The  object  of  this  bureau,  which  was  founded 
in  1884  on  the  plan  of  the  original,  which  was 
started  in  London  in  1 881,  is  to  supply  subscribers 
with  press  comments  from  American  and  many 
foreign  newspapers,  a  staff  of  employes  clipping 
and  mailing  to  patrons,  day  by  day,  notices  which 
concern  them. 

Societies  are  supplied  with  items  referring  to 
their  work,  or  to  the  subjects  in  which  they  are 
interested;  commercial  companies  with  notices 
regarding  themselves  or  their  competitors ;  states- 
men and  other  public  men,  with  personal  para- 
graphs, or  materials  from  which  to  construct  c 
speech  or  some  special  article ;  authors,  editors, 
and  playwrights,  with  reviews  of  their  doings  and 
writings ;  and  artists,  with  criticisms  of  their  works. 
The  advantages  of  this  system  to  its  clients  are 
the  saving  of  time  required  in  searching  for 
information  desired,  and  in  the  cost  of  subscrip- 
tion to  the  large  number  of  journals  used  in  the 
process  of  research. 

It  is  said  that  institutions  of  this  kind  now  exist 
in  every  European  capital,  and  to  some  extent  in 
places  other  than  New  York,  in  this  country.  A 
similar  bureau  has  been  established  at  Chicago;  and 
Wm.  F.  G.  Shanks's  National  Press  Intelligence 
Co.,  26  Church  street,  New  York,  is  somewhat 
widely  known  as  undertaking  to  supply  subscribers 
with  clippings  on  topics  personal,  professional,  or 
business,  from  all  important  American,  English, 
French,  or  German  papers.    This  company  also 


makes  a  specialty  of  securing  for  its  patrons  low 
rates  of  advertising  in  some  of  the  more  prominent 
papers  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Romeike *s  establishment  is,  however,  prob- 
ably the  best  known,  and  has  received  many  flat- 
tering notices  from  the  press  and  from  subscribers, 
both  abroad  and  here.    The  terms  of  subscription, 
payable  in  advance,  are  stated  as  follows :  — 
$40.00  for  1,000  notices. 
22.00   "      500       " 
12.00   **      250       " 
5.00    "      100      " 
Subjects  on  which  subscribers  desire  cuttings  may 
be  changed  or  varied  at  any  time. 

Probably  the  largest  collection  of  clippings  in 
existence,  on  any  especial  subject,  is  Mr.  Thomas 
S.  Townsend's  "  War  Library  of  National,  State, 
and  Biographical  Records,"  now  deposited  at 
the  library  of  Columbia  College,  New  York. 
This  journalistic  record  comprises,  including  the 
Digest,  more  than  100  volumes,  containing  60,000 
pages,  or  240,000  columns,  equal  to  twice  that 
number  of  columns  of  an  ordinary-sized  book. 

The  Digest,  or  condensation  of  the  collection, 
when  completed,  will  be  in  about  thirty  volumes 
of  the  size  of  the  largest  bank  ledgers,  and  con- 
taining in  all  36,000  pages  of  manuscript.  This 
work  was  commenced  in  i860,  was  continued  dur 
ing  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  to  some  extent 
has  been  kept  up  to  the  present  time,  and  is  a 
summary  of  each  day's  history  as  furnished  by  the 
newspapers  of  the  principal  cities  of  America, 
culled  and  preserved  in  scrap-book  form;  the 
whole  furnishing  an  invaluable  fund  of  material  to 
the  author,  who  in  the  future  shall  write  the  com- 
plete history  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Townscnd 
has  spent  twenty-eight  years  of  his  life,  and  has 
expended  $25,000  on  this  immense  work ;  while  his 
assistant.  Miss  Julia  L.  Peace,  has  worked  steadily 
for  twenty-two  years,  compiling  and  copying  the 
Digest  and  Index,  in  a  handwriting  as  distinct  as 
large  print,  and  with  head-lines  and  index  entries 
that  are  exceedingly  artistic. 

The  clippings  are  neatly  pasted  in  large  volumes 
of  over  700  pages  each,  and  bound  in  the  most 
substantial  manner,  each  volume  covering  a  period 
of  one  month,  the  whole  chronologically  arranged 
from  December,  i860,  to  the  end  of  Gen. 
Grant's  second  administration.    The  price  asked 
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for  the  whole  work  is  $50,000,  which  would  include 
about  five  years*  additional  work  in  copying  and 
indexing,  to  make  the  whole  complete,  with 
subject  index  in  one  volume.  A  bill  was  intro* 
duced  in  the  Senate  Jan.  26,  1888,  authorizing  the 
Librarian  of  Congress  to  purchase  this  work,  and 
it  is  likely  that  this  disposition  of  it  will  finally  be 
made.  The  government  can  hardly  afford  to  lose 
the  chance  of  securing  it,  for  its  value  will  increase 
as  time  passes. 

The  late  Wm.  CuUen  Bryant  expressed  the 
opinion  that  "  the  age  has  given  birth  to  few  liter- 
ary undertakings  that  will  bear  comparison  with 
this  work.  The  compiling  of  a  lexicon,  in  any  Ian 
guage,  is  nothing  to  it.  The  forty  academicians 
who  compiled  the  dictionary  of  the  French  lan- 
guage had  a  far  less  laborious  task.'*  The  Comte* 
de  Paris  says :  **  It  is  a  work  of  the  greatest  value 
but  seems  beyond  the  strength  of  one  man  or  the 
limits  of  a  single  life.**  The  late  Gov.  Dix,  Horatio 
Seymour,  Col.  McRae,  of  the  late  Confederate ' 
Army,  the  New  York  Herald^  Evening  Post,  and 
other  papers  speak  of  the  collection  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  regarding  scrap-books  and 
collections  in  some  of  the  principal  libraries  in  the 
United  States,  much  information  has  been  kindly 
furnished  by  the  librarians  and  officials  to  whom 
application  was  made. 

/.    Libraries  having  Scrap   Collections. 

At  the  Library  of  Congress,  Mr.  A.  R.  Spofford, 
Librarian,  has  scrap-books  containing  autograph 
letters,  which  are  arranged  in  chronological  order, 
with  alphabetical  card  index  of  names. 

TTke  Boston  Public  Library.  Mr.  J.  Francisco 
Carret,  Assistant  Librarian,  makes  collections 
"  in  a  mild  way,**  and  receives  a  great  many  cut- 
tings as  donations.  He  gathers  all  notices  of  the 
library  printed  in  the  local  papers,  biographical 
sketches  of  distinguished  persons,  with  their  por- 
traits, when  obtainable.  Many  clippings  are  given 
the  library  by  amateur  "  scrappers,**  who  are  apt 
to  give  some  trouble  in  that  they  do  not  appre- 
ciate the  necessity  of  giving  on  their  cuttings  the 
date  of  publication  and  name  of  paper  or  maga- 
zine from  which  taken.  No  cutting  that  is  worth 
making,  can  fail  to  be  made  more  valuable  by 
having  the  date  attached. 

At  the  Harvard  College  Library,  Mr.  Justin 
Winsor  does  some  scrapping,  but  incidentally, 
and  without  system;  what  is  done  being  sug- 
gested, in  each  case,  by  chance. 

At  the  Astor  Library,  New  York,  Mr.  Frederick 


Saunders  states  that  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  he 
tried  the  husbanding  of  fugitive  miscellaneous 
papers  (from  the  daily  press)  in  scrap-books,  fill- 
ing about  a  score  of  4to  volumes. 

From  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  Mr. 
James  G.  Barnwell  reports  that  the  subject  has 
long  engaged  his  attention,  and  he  awaits  with 
great  interest  the  developments  which  inquiries 
may  elicit.  What  scrap-books  this  library  pos- 
sesses, have  been  made  up  outside,  and  either  pre- 
sented or  purchased,  with  one  exception,  that  of 
**  Wescott's  History  of  Philadelphia,**  which  ap- 
peared in  successive  issues  of  the  Sunday  Dispatch 
for  about  ten  years. 

At  the  New  Vorh  State  Library,  Albany,  Mr. 
Geo.  R.  Howell,  Acting  Librarian,  says  that  news- 
paper articles,  such  as  centennial  celebrations, 
sermons,  addresses,  etc.,  are  cut  for  preservation 
in  scrap-books. 

At  the  Yale  College  Library,  Mr.  Addison  Van 
Name  reports  that  he  keeps  clippings  relating  to 
the  history  of  the  college,  and  biographical  notices 
of  the  graduates. 

At  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madi- 
son, Wis.,  Mr.  Daniel  S.  Durrie  has  a  department 
of  newspaper  clippings,  and  it  is  growing  fast. 
The  topics  are  chiefly  Wisconsin  history  and 
biography.  Western  history,  antiquities  and 
archaeology,  and  articles  relating  to  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion. 

At  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  Mr.  J.  M.  Vincent  of  the  historical  depart- 
ment, makes  a  special  collection  of  cuttings  on 
political  economy  and  history. 

At  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  Mr.  £.  M.  Barton  has  special  collec- 
tions in  the  line  of  Rebelliana.  One,  made  by 
Dr.  John  G.  Metcalf,  was  presented  in  sheets,  and 
afterwards  bound  at  an  expense  of  $2.62  per 
volume,  and  contains  manuscript,  printed  matter, 
curious  relics,  etc  Another  collection  begun  by 
one  of  their  members,  Mr.  Pickering  Dodge,  is  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  this  kind  of  work,  perfectly 
preserved,  bound,  titled,  and  indexed.  A  fresh 
mass  of  clippings  left  by  Mr.  Dodge  is  receiving 
additions  on  the  original  plan. 

In  the  Surgeon^Gentrats  Library,  Washington, 
D.  C,  Dr.  J.  S.  Billings  makes,  from  time  to  time, 
a  scrap-book  on  some  one  particular  subject ;  as, 
for  example,  they  have  two  large  volumes  of  clip- 
pings on  the  yellow-fever  epidemics  of  1878-79, 
also  scrap-books  of  cuttings  from  the  daily  papers 
on  certain  trials  involving  important  questions  of 
medical  jurisprudence. 
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At  the  Apprentices'  Library^  New  Yprk,  Mr. 
Jacob  Schwartz  makes  scrap-books  of  pictures, 
cut  from  the  illustrated  papers,  such  as  the  lUus- 
trated  London  News^  Harpet^s  Weekly^  etc, 
including  also  the  large  engravings  and  colored 
prints  given  with  the  Illustrated  London  News, 

At  the  Free  Public  Library^  Worcester,  Mass., 
Mr.  Samuel  S.  Green,  instead  of  keeping  scrap- 
books,  keeps  an  index  to  the  newspapers,  etc. ;  as 
they,  in  connection  with  the  American  Antiqua- 
rian Society,  bind  all  their  papers  and  periodicals, 
some  250  in  number;  as  these  are  made  acces- 
sible through  the  index,  scrapping  is  rendered 
umiecessary. 

At  the  Brcwn  University  Library^  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Mr.  R.  A.  Guild  has  kept  a  scrap-book  of 
clippings  respecting  the  college  for  forty  years. 

At  the  Massachusetts  State  Library^  Boston,  Mr. 
C.  B.  Tillinghast,  Acting  Librarian,  collects  clip- 
pings relating  to  local  history. 

At  the  St,  Louis  Public  Library^  Mr.  F.  M. 
Crunden  keeps  scrap-books  relating  to  the  library, 
the  four  volumes  filled  thus  far  giving  an  outline 
history  of  the  institution.  Occasionally  a  news- 
paper article  of  interest  is  cut  out,  and  pasted  in 
a  book  to  which  it  is  applicable. 

At  the  Cornel  University  Library^  Mr.  Geo. 
Wm.  Harris  has  several  scrap-books  containing 
collections  of  patriotic  envelopes  used  during  the 
Rebellion,  programmes,  announcements,  and  such 
fugitive  matter  relating  to  the  university ;  also  one 
containing  all  the  fly>sheets,  broadsides,  etc, 
obtainable,  bearing  upon  the  political  campaign 
of  1888. 

In  the  library  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office, 
Mr.  L.  D.  Sale  is  making  a  collection  of  clippings 
from  magazines  of  matter  relating  to  industrial 
science. 

At  the  Young  Afen*s  Mercantile  Library ^  Cincin- 
nati, 0.,  Mr.  J.  M.  Newton  has  made,  for  the 
Historical  Society  of  that  city,  some  scrap-books 
on  historical  subjects,  which  have  proved  to  be  of 
a  great  deal  of  use. 

The  Brooklyn  Library  has  an  immense  accumu- 
lation of  newspaper  cuttings,  the  bulk  of  which 
was  given  by  a  war  correspondent  who  began 
collecting  during  the  war,  and  followed  it,  to  a 
large  extent,  during  twenty  years.  The  collection 
embraces  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  a  few  of 
which  have  been  classified  and  mounted.  It  is 
proposed  to  follow  the  classification  used  by  Mr. 
Noyes  in  his  catalogue  of  the  library.  So  far, 
only  the  subjects  "Amusements,"  "Agriculture," 
"Biography"  (individual),  "Botany,"  "Countries, 


Brooklyn,"  and  "Long  Island,"  and  " Forestry  " 
have  been  attempted.  Other  subjects  will  be 
developed,  as  time  permits. 

//.  Methods  and  Cost  of  Mounting  and  Preserv- 
ing Scrap  Collections, 

At  the  Boston  Public  Library,  Mr.  Carret  per- 
sonally attends  to  marking  the  papers  for  the 
boys  to  cut  out.  These  cuttings  are  then  distrib- 
uted alphabetically  by  subjects  into  envelopes, 
and  afterwards  pasted  into  scrap-books,  of  which, 
— take  biography  for  instance — one  is  devoted  to 
each  letter;  the  plan  being  to  supply  another 
book  when  any  letter  has  filled  a  volume.  Each 
volume  has  some  ruled  paper  bound  in  at  the 
front  for  an  index.  Other  cuttings,  when  long 
enough,  are  mounted  on  folds  of  paper  of  8vo 
size,  with  inch  wide  margins  all  round,  and  are 
turned  in  with  the  pamphlets,  to  be  eventually 
bound  up  according  to  subjects.  Paste  is  used 
for  mounting.  Clippings  are  mounted  on  right- 
hand  page  only,  except  in  case  of  biographical 
notices,  where  portraits  are  put  in  opposite  the 
subject.  The  scrap-books  are  made  in  the  bind 
ery  attached  to  the  library,  and  are  of  sizes  to 
hold  two,  three,  four,  or  five  columns  of  news- 
paper. Their  cost  can  only  be  estimated,  as  also 
the  cost  of  the  time,  as  no  one  is  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  work.  It  is  done  at  odd  times  by 
those  who  would  otherwise  be  idle. 

At  Harvard  they  follow  subjects,  gumming  into 
scrap-books  which  have  guards,  or  paste  the 
clippings  on  paper,  and  afterwards  have  the  sheets 
bound  up  into  books  with  guards.  For  things 
like  special  numbers  of  newspapers,  and  other 
material  not  easily  bound,  but  which  can  be 
folded,  a  covered  clasp  envelope  is  used.  No 
statistics  of  cost  are  kept 

At  the  New  York  State  Library,  the  method  is 
to  paste  with  gum  tragacanth  on  sheets  of  blank 
white  paper,  of  good  weight,  about  6ji<'  inches 
long,  and  folded  two  or  three  together,  making 
each  section  comprise  eight  or  twelve  8vo  pages, 
as  they  bind  in  this  shape  better  than  in  single 
sheets.  In  case  of  an  article  of  thirty  or  more 
pages,  it  is  bound  in  a  single  volume.  They  are 
chary  of  making  books  of  smaller  scraps,  and 
make  none  of  a  miscellaneous  character ;  only 
centennial  celebrations,  sermons,  addresses,  and 
long  treatises  are  used. 

The  experiment  of  miscellaneous  scrap-books 
was  once  tried,  but  the  books  were  not  indexed, 
and  as  no  one  can  find  time  to  index  them  they 
are  dead  matter.    Some  years  ago  seven  royal 
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8vo  scrap-books  were  made  and  severally  entitled, 
Science  and  Art,  Washingtoniana,  Lincolniana, 
New  York  History  and  Biography,  Biographical 
and  Historical,  and  Poetry.  Appropriate  cuttings 
are  pasted,  as  they  accumulate,  in  the  books,  and 
these  will  be  indexed. 

At  Yale^  clippings  are  mounted  in  ordinary 
scrap-books  with  binder*s  paste. 

The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  mounts  longer 
and  more  valuable  articles  separately  on  letter 
paper,  and  treats  as  pamphlets,  classifying  closely 
and  cataloguing  specifically.  These  are  much 
used  by  general  readers.  Shorter  articles  are  put 
into  scrap-books  and  lettered  according  to  subject. 
These  are  less  frequently  used,  and  mainly  for 
reference  by  historical  students.  Paste  and  thick 
mucilage  is  used,  the  former  preferred  for  old  and 
porous  newspaper  cuttings.  It  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate cost.  The  time  of  one  catalogue  assistant, 
when  not  employed  in  her  special  work,  is  given 
to  this  department,  mainly  in  the  summer  months. 

From  the  Sutro  Library  at  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
Mr.  George  Moss,  the  Librarian,  rep>orts  that,  al- 
though they  have  no  scrap-books  in  the  library,  he 
has  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  elsewhere  in 
compiling  and  binding.  He  prefers  pasting  on 
single  sheets,  drying  and  pressing  between  pieces 
of  straw-board,  by  which  means  the "  sheets  dry 
smoothly,  the  straw-board  absorbing  the  moisture 
from  the  paste,  and  thus  preventing  the  paper 
from  cockling  or  curling  up.  As  the  sheets  are 
pasted,  a  weight  is  kept  on  them  until  they  become 
dry,  which  leaves  them  straight  and  smooth. 

Mr.  Moss  once  compiled  thirteen  royal  octavo 
folios  for  Mr.  Basqui,  of  the  Basqui  Lithograph- 
ing Co.,  the  material  being  selected  from  an  enor- 
mous pile  of  illustrated  weeklies.  The  clippings 
(illustrations)  were  classified,  as  fast  as  made,  under 
subjects  such  as  "  Marine,"  **  Naval  and  Military," 
"  Domestic  Animals,"  "  Tropical  Scenes,"  "  Arctic 
Scenes,"  "  Eminent  Men,*'  etc.  These  were  then 
sub-divided ;  for  instance.  Eminent  Men  into  Eng- 
lish, French,  German,  American,  etc.,  and  in  like 
manner  the  other  large  divisions  were  minutely 
classified.  The  pictures  were  then  pasted  on 
sheets  of  paper,  leaving  a  fair  margin,  and  sewed 
on  flexible  bands,  so  that,  when  the  book  is 
opened,  the  leaves  will  lie  perfectly  flat,  and  handy 
for  reference.  These  books  are  in  constant  use, 
and  are  so  strongly  bound  as  to  be  almost  inde- 
structible. Mr.  Basqui  says  he  would  not  take 
$1,200  for  them,  and  that  they  earn  him  that 
amount  every  year.  Mr.  Moss  declares  he  has 
never  seen  an  ordinary  scrap-book  that  was  bound 


strong  enough ;  and  considers  an  indbcriminately 
pasted  book  a  nuisance,  unless  an  index  is  placed 
in  front.  He  has  about  a  dozen  scrap-books  of 
his  own  on  such  subjects  as  "  The  Franco-German 
War,"  "The  Russo-Turkish  War,"  "Assassina- 
tion of  Garfield."  "Trial  of  Guiteau,"  "Labor 
Troubles  in  America,"  "Manufactures  and 
Exports  of  England  and  the  United  States,"  etc 
A  scrap-book  containing  all  the  municipal  election 
tickets  of  San  Francisco,  from  1849  ^^  i^7S»  ^^ 
recently  sold  for  $2,000. 

Mr.  Moss  claims  that  in  binding  a  scrap-book, 
six  pages  to  a  section  is  enough,  this,  with  the 
guards,  making  it  sufficiently  heavy ;  that  a  royal 
4to  should  be  sewed  on  four  bands  all  the  way 
along  with  blank-book  thread,  and  should  always 
be  sewed  flexible ;  that  is,  by  a  pencil  mark,  and 
not  by  deep  saw  marks,  as  books  made  in  this 
manner  cannot  possibly  open  well.  He  has  looked 
in  the  Library  Journal  for  a  good  article  on  suita- 
ble and  cheap  binding  for  public  libraries,  but  so 
far  has  not  seen  one.  Binders  in  San  Francisco 
say  "  their  girls  cannot  sew  without  a  saw  mark," 
and  "  have  never  seen  it  done;  "  but  one  employed 
by  Mr.  Moss  soon  learned  to  sew  as  firmly  as  the 
old  binders  of  incunables,  of  which  we  have  speci- 
mens sewed  400  years  ago,  and  perfectly  good 
to-day. 

At  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  clippings  are 
pasted  on  manilla  sheets,  and  enclosed  in  the 
Woodruff  file  boxes  for  preservation.  The  mark- 
ing  is  done  by  advanced  students  in  history  and 
political  economy,  the  cutting  and  pasting  by  an 
office  boy.  This  method  of  preservation  is  re- 
garded the  best  yet  found  for  convenience  of 
reference,  since  it  has  all  the  good  characteristics 
of  a  card  catalogue.  Various  experiments  were 
tried  before  this  plan  was  adopted.  There  is  very 
little  cash  expense  connected  with  the  work,  as 
the  men  who  look  over  the  papers  apply  the  time 
on  their  tuition.  As  to  the  cost  of  mounting, 
smart  boys  can  be  had  in  Baltimore  for  $3  a  week. 

At  the  Apprentices*  Library^  Mr.  Schwartz  clas- 
sifies roughly  by  subjects,  such  as  "  Portraits," 
"Animals,"  "Public  Buildings,"  "Landscapes,** 
etc.,  space  being  left  for  growth  at  the  end  of 
each  division.  The  scrap-books  are  made  of 
tough  manilla  paper,  by  the  binder  employed  on 
the  premises,  the  pictures  mounted  with  paste. 
The  cost  is,  therefore,  trifling,  the  binder  doing 
the  work  when  there  is  nothing  else  to  do. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Library  scraps  are  ar- 
ranged by  subjects,  classifying  as  minutely  as  pos- 
sible, mounting  on  separate  sheets,  and  binding 
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each  subject  separately,  as  in  binding  pamphlets, 
in  8vo  size.  Photographer's  paste  is  used  in 
mounting  the  clippings. 

At  the  Pennsylvania  State  Library,  Harrisburg, 
Mr.  Wm.  H.  Egle  uses  the  Mark  Twain  Scrap- 
book,  150  pages,  indexed,  and  considers  this 
method  of  mounting  cuttings  the  most  economical, 
serviceable,  and  convenient. 

At  Cornell  their  collection,  being  composed  of 
loose  sheets,  etc.,  has  not  been  mounted.  The 
work  of  arranging  has  been  done  at  odd  moments 
by  the  ordinary  assistants,  and  no  estimate  of  the 
cost  can  be  formed. 

At  the  Patent  Office  Library y  clippings  are  pasted 
on  manilla  paper,  11x8  inches  in  size,  classifying 
and  sub-classifying  the  matter  clipped ;  this  method 
being  found  preferable  to  pasting  in  books,  as  it 
saves  space  and  makes  the  material  easier  to 
handle.  No  estimate  has  been  formed  of  the  cost 
of  mounting,  either  as  to  time  or  money  used. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  the  Cincinnati  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
prefers  making  a  separate  index  for  the  scrap- 
books  made.  Thinks  he  devotes  more  time  to 
reading  and  selecting  than  to  the  mere  manual 
work  of  pasting  and  indexing.  He  is  in  favor  of 
requesting  readers  to  mark  with  pencil  articles 
which  strike  them  as  worthy  of  being  preserved. 
He  says:  "  We  have  about  fifteen  or  twenty  mem- 
bers who  do  nothing  all  day  but  read  the  papers, 
and  if  they  could  be  put  to  some  good  in  the 
world,  or  be  made  to  think  they  were,  it  would  en- 
sure their  continuance  as  members,  and  give  them 
an  object  in  life.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 
any  such  people  or  not,  but  it  would  save  you  a 
heap  of  work,  and  cost  nothing.  A  man  with 
a  historical  bent  would  choose  something  in  his 
line;  a  natural  history  or  scientific  man  in  his; 
all  scraps,  of  course,  would  be  subjected  to  your 
decision." 

At  the  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library^  Michigan, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Carr  reports  that  they  have  no  scrap- 
books,  but  that  he  has  had  some  practice  in  scrap- 
ping on  his  own  account.  He  is  in  favor  of  arrang- 
ing by  subjects,  say  fifty  or  sixty  general  headings. 
For  librarians,  where  plenty  of  material  is  obtain- 
able, possibly  a  wider  range  might  be  obtained. 
Mr.  Carr  recommends  careful  and  thorough  index- 
ing. He  once  spent  three  months  in  classifying  a 
special  line  of  cuttings,  the  material  for  which 
cost  $75,  and  the  labor,  perhaps,  $250.  The  work, 
when  completed,  was  not  very  valuable  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  but  the  personal  satis- 
faction in  it  as  it  progressed  to  completion,  and 
its  value  as  a  work  of  reference  on  various  occa- 


sions,  amply  rewarded  the  compiler.    Mr.   Can- 
prefers  pasting  on  separate  sheets  and  binding 
afterwards,  to  pasting  in  books,  but  also  recom- 
mends Mark  Twain*s  Scrap-Book.     He  gives  the 
following  references  to  articles  on  the  literature 
of  scraps  and  clippings,  which  may  be  of  use  to 
those  interested  in  the  subject :  — 
GURLEY,  E.  W.    Scrap-books,  and  How  to  Make 
Them.     N.  Y.  Author's  Pub.  Co.  (c.  1880)  55  p. 
i2mo. 
Elderdice,  Jas.  L.     One  Way  of   Making   a 
scrap-book.     In   Youth's  Companion,  June  5, 
1884. 
DuRFEE,  C.  A.    Scrap-books  in   Libraries.      In 

Library  journal,  2  :  65-66  (1877). 
(Editorial.)    A  System  in  Scrap-books.    In  Lit- 
erary World,  15:  276  (Aug.  23,  84,  i^  col.) 
Perkins,  F.  B.    Indexing  and  Scrapping.     Note 
No.  25,  In   Readers'  and  Writers'    Economy 
Notes  No.  9  (Jan.  3,  1880).    [P.  III.  by    Ed. 
on  Scrap-books.] 
(Anon.)    Scrap-books  and  Index  Rerums.    In  the 
Office  2:38  (Feb.  1887).     Extract  from  Indus- 
trial World. 

See  also  The  Writer,  Vols,  i  and  2,  1887-88. 
Sundry  articles  by  various  writers  in  case  of 
Cuttings,  Indexing,  Scrapping,  etc. 

At  the  Brooklyn  Library  the  cuttings  are 
mounted  on  sheets  of  jute  paper,  which  are  9x12 
inches  in  size  when  folded  once.  They  are  pasted 
close  together  in  the  center  of  sheet,  leaving  a 
margin  all  around  for  binding.  The  sheets  are 
laid  one  on  another,  and  kept  in  boxes  closing 
with  a  spring  catch,  thus  excluding  dust.  Sheets 
can  be  incorporated  as  new  material  is  added,  and 
the  alphabetical  arrangement  by  subjects  at  the 
same  time  preserved.  The  boxes  in  which  the 
sheets  are  kept  will  comfortably  hold  fifty  sheets 
or  200  pages  each ;  but,  in  labelling,  room  is  left 
for  at  least  ten  sheets,  thus  obviating  the  necessity 
of  frequent  change  of  label.  The  boxes  used  are 
the  "  Seaside  Library  "  size,  made  by  the  "  Globe 
Files  Co.,"  C.  H.  Felton,  agent,  40  Beaver  street, 
New  York,  |6  per  dozen,  when  ordered  in  quan- 
tities. The  lettering  is  stamped  on  second  and 
fourth  square  of  the  box,  with  subject  and  sub- 
division of  same,  by  a  rubber  alphabet  and 
stamping-pad,  by  which  means  the  subject  is 
also  lettered  at  the  top  of  each  sheet.  The  jute 
paper  is  the  same  used  for  covering  books, 
and  costs  about  8  cents  per  pound,  by  ordering  a 
ton  at  a  time  from  the  mill,  and  is  sent  packed 
flat,  to  avoid  creasing,  in  sheets  40x48  inches  in 
size.    A  paste  made  of  Duryea's  corn-starch  has 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54 


ST.  LOUIS  CONFERENCE. 


been  used,  but  we  have  recently  been  converted 
to  gum  tragacanth,  which  seems  to  carry  less 
water  than  paste,  and  does  not  wrinkle  the  sheets 
so  much.  After  pasting,  the  sheets  are  laid 
between  pieces  of  straw-board,  which  helps  to  dry 
them,  and  a  weight  is  kept  on  the  pile,  leaving  the 
sheets  quite  smooth  when  they  have  become  dry. 
The  pasting  is  done  during  the  more  leisurely 
season,  from  May  to  September,  by  boys  em- 
ployed in  the  library,  the  clippings  being  first 
arranged  for  them.  Should  it  be  thought  best, 
after  a  while,  portions  of  the  collection  can  readily 
be  bound  and  lettered,  leaving  the  boxes  empty 
for  further  accumulations. 

///.    Does  Scrapping  Pay  t    Opinions,  etc. 

As  to  the  question  of  scrap  collecting  being 
remunerative;  whether  the  use  of  the  collection 
justifies  the  outlay  of  time  and  treasure  required 
for  its  development,  or  whether  the  reward  of  an 
approving  conscience  is  not  about  all  the  satisfac- 
tion the  scrapper  reaps  for  his  toil,  there  seems  to 
be  some  diversity  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Romeike  and  other  proprietors  of  bureaus 
for  supplying  the  public  with  press  cuttings 
believe  in  scrapping,  for  with  them  it  is  a  paying 
business.  Their  patrons  find  it  is  worth  what  they 
pay  for  the  subscription;  otherwise  they  would 
not  subscribe  for  the  cuttings. 

Mr.  Townsend  has  invested  a  great  deal  of 
money  in  his  **  Library  of  War  Records,"  and  will 
probably  get  what  he  asks  for  the  collection, 
although  he  claims  that  $50,000  will  not  any  more 
than  reimburse  him  for  what  he  has  spent  in  time 
and  money.  Mr.  Moss  mentions  special  collections 
that  have  been  held  at  $1,200  and  $2,000. 

Mr.  Garret  thinks  the  future  only  can  decide  as 
to  the  value  of  cuttings.  There  are  many  topics 
coming  up  in  all  periodicals  that  will  be  of  value 
in  the  future.  He  considers  it  the  province  of  any 
library  to  collect,  in  this  way,  all  historical  matter 
touching  the  town  or  city  in  which  it  belongs; 
notices  of  worthy  citizens  —  anything  that  may  be 
of  use  to  the  future  historian.  The  Boston  Public 
Library  has  at  times  collected  newspapers  upon 
some  great  public  event,  such  as  the  death  of 
Garfield,  and  had  them  bound  up  entire  by  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Winsor  doubts  the  advisability  of  a  set 
purpose  of  scrapping.  Mr.  Saunders,  after  filling 
about  twenty  volumes,  gave  up  the  practice,  not 
finding  the  experiment  of  much  value.  Compara- 
tively rare  calls  were  made  for  them  when  new, 
and  now  still  fewer.    Mr.  Peoples,  of  the  New 


York  Mercantile,  can  see  in  it  a  field  for  a  great 
expenditure  of  time,  money  and  labor,  for 
which  he  believes  there  would  be  little  compensa- 
tion, and  has  no  hesitancy  in  sa3ring  that,  for  his 
library,  money  can  be  spent  to  better  advantage  in 
other  directions,  and  in  ways  that  would  be  of 
much  more  service  to  the  members.  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  Philadelphia,  has  not  thought  scrapping  advisa- 
ble for  the  Mercantile,  and  thinks,  that,  though 
scraps  have  their  value,  they  cost  a  great  deal  in 
the  item  of  time,  and  are  difficult  to  use. 

At  the  Boston  Athenaeum  Mr.  C.  A.  Cutter  does 
no  scrapping,  which  is  rather  astonishing,  con- 
sidering the  insistency  of  his  requests  for  a  report 
on  the  subject.  He  says :  "  The  only  item  I  can 
furnish  about  them  is  that  a  collection  was  offered 
us  a  year  or  more  ago,  in  about  100  octavo 
volumes,  with  an  index  in  seven  volumes.  We  bid 
$1  a  volume  for  it,  but  the  owner  wanted  $1,000, 
if  I  remember  right.  I  think  it  was  afterwards 
pledged  as  collateral  for  a  loan  of  $100.** 

Mr.  Barnwell,  of  Philadelphia,  cannot  speak 
from  actual  experience,  but  is  of  opinion  that  in 
every  library  a  department  of  this  kind  to  cover 
certain  subjects,  would  be  found  of  great  interest 
and  of  profit  quite  sufficient  to  justify  the  ex- 
pense, unless  the  library  were  very  much  cramped 
financially.  At  the  Cincinnati  Library  Mr.  Ches- 
ter W.  Merrill  thinks  that  scrapping  is  a  very 
useful  thing  for  a  library  to  do,  if  the  necessary 
time  for  it  can  be  found,  but  that  the  difficulty 
would  be  to  find  the  time. 

Mr.  Howell  thinks  that  judicious  scrapping, 
collecting  on  such  subjects  as  the  librarian  knows 
will  interest  his  constituency,  and  keeping  within 
the  limits  of  ability  to  index,  would  be  useful  in 
any  library. 

Mr.  Van  Name  thinks,  regarding  the  utility  of 
the  practice,  that  though  it  may  be  well  worth  the 
while  of  individuals  to  preserve  in  this  way  matter 
relating  to  their  specialties,  it  is  better  for  libraries 
to  preserve  complete  files  of  newspapers.  We 
cannot  tell  what  may  be  wanted  a  century  hence, 
and  not  unlikely  what  we  should  reject  as  waste, 
will  then  be  sought  after.  Our  American  news- 
papers of  the  last  century  are  largely  occupied 
with  fugitive  news  of  less  consequence  to  us  than 
the  local  advertisements.  Newspapers  are  bulky 
and  their  binding  a  serious  expense.  The  scrap- 
book  plan  diminishes  the  bulk,  but,  he  imagines, 
not  the  expense. 

Mr.  Durrie  says :  "  As  to  whether  our  collection 
is  used  enough  to  justify  the  expense,  we  only 
say,  perhaps  not ;  but  we  preserve  much  valuable 
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material  which  would  otherwise  be  lost,  by  mount- 
ing it,  and  if  not  used  very  largely  now,  it  may  be 
in  the  future.  I  do  not  think  we  err  in  keeping 
on  with  the  work."  Mr.  Uhler  writes :  "  Doubt- 
less you  are  confronted,  in  your  library,  by  just  the 
same  class  of  inquiries  that  we  meet  with  here. 
We  can  never  tell  what  kind  of  a  question  will  be 
asked  next,  nor  can  we  tell  how  difficult  it  will  be 
to  get  the  answer.  Our  library  staff  is  so  small 
we  have  little  time  for  saving  clippings,  but  I  am 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  every  kind  of  in- 
formation, and  would  be  glad  to  have  the  power 
to  secure  all  the  fresh  items  which  appear  unin- 
dexed  in  the  newspapers."  Mr.  Uhler  advises 
pasting  on  separate  sheets  of  manilla  paper,  and 
assorting  by  topics  in  boxes  on  the  same  plan  as 
that  used  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  at 
which  place  Mr.  Vincent  regards  this  method  the 
best  yet  found  for  convenience.  He  finds  the 
amount  of  use  in  their  library  somewhat  difficult 
to  compute,  since  it  varies  with  the  topics  dis- 
cussed in  the  classes ;  it  being  probably  most  used 
for  social  questions,  labor  troubles,  strikes,  land 
questions,  etc.,  but  biography  and  current  events 
to  a  less  degree.  Mr.  Vincent  is  of  opinion  that 
more  energy  has  hitherto  been  expended  on  it 
than  results  justify,  and  a  more  rigid  selection  has 
of  late  been  exercised,  which  would  imply  that 
they  did  not  favor  the  same  methods  on  a  less 
liberal  scale  for  special  topics.  These  methods 
applied  to  a  general  library,  and,  covering  the 
whole  range  of  literature  and  science,  would  per- 
haps be  less  suitable. 

Mr.  Barton  considers  the  theory  of  scrap-books 
a  good  one,  but  the  practical  working  out  of  the 
theory  not  so  easy  a  matter.  Their  Rebellion 
scraps  have  not  yet  been  much  used,  but  their 
time  is  coming.  He  thinks  there  should  be  an 
historiographer  of  each  institution,  and  he  should 
have  his  scrap-book. 

Mr.  Schwartz  says  several  of  their  scrap-books 
of  pictures  have  been  worn  out  by  continual  use. 
They  are  kept  in  the  reading-room,  where  they 
arc  handled  more  or  less  every  day.  As  they  wear 
out,  new  books  are  made,  as  they  have  material 
enough  on  hand  to  fill  several.  The  pictures  are 
taken  from  used-up  files  that  could  not  be  bound  ; 
but  the  pictures  cut  out,  even  if  torn,  can 
easily  be  joined  together  in  the  pasting.  If  the 
papers  were  not  utilized  in  this  way,  they  would 
only  go  into  the  waste  bin.  In  their  case,  Mr. 
Schwartz  thinks  that,  judging  from  the  hard  usage 
the  scrap-books  get,  they  certainly  have  paid  for 
the  outlay  of  time,  which  is  the  main  expense. 


Mr.  Guild  has  four  large  4to  scrap-books  full  of 
cuttings  relative  to  Brown  University,  and  has 
commenced  on  a  fifth  volume.  He  considers  it 
**the  most  useful  work  in  the  library,  and  abso- 
lutely indispensable.  Every  Commencement,  for 
forty  years  back,  is  there,  and  all  the  doings 
thereof;  also  independent  articles  relating  to  the 
library.  About  $2  is  paid  for  a  blank-book,  and 
slips  are  cut  out  from  the  newspapers  and  pasted 
in.  Very  little  time,  very  little  expense,  very  little 
trouble,  very  great  deal  of  use." 

Mr.  Tillinghast  (Massachusetts  State  library) 
believes  that  a  department  of  scrap-books  would 
be  of  great  value,  and  would,  when  it  became 
known,  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  useful 
portions  of  any  library. 

Mr.  Crunden  would  like  to  keep  scrap-books, 
but  cannot  spare  the  time;  could  not  do  much 
with  it  unless  their  library  staff  was  increased, 
which  the  present  state  of  the  funds  will  not 
permit.  More  important  things  would  have  to  be 
neglected,  should  it  be  undertaken  at  present. 
Would  certainly  preserve  clippings  were  he  in 
charge  of  a  library  with  ample  funds.  Answers 
to  many  questions  that  are  asked  cannot  be  found 
in  a  book,  but  have  appeared  in  the  daily  papers 
within  a  few  months  or  a  year  past,  if  one  could 
remember  just  when  and  where  he  saw  the  item. 
It  is  a  good  thing ;  whether  it  is  worth  what  it 
costs  depends  on  circumstances. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Whitaker  has  only  one  or  two  scrap- 
books  at  the  Mercantile  Library,  San  Francisco. 
Finds  gum  tragacanth  the  best  thing  for  pasting. 

At  the  City  Library,  Springfield,  Mass.,  Dr. 
Rice  is  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  scrapping 
could  not  be  made  to  pay  with  their  present  li- 
brary force. 

Mr.  Harris  says  it  would  hardly  be  fair  for  him 
to  pronounce  any  opinion  as  to  the  usefulness  of 
scrap-books  at  Cornell.  He  doubts  whether  in 
their  case  a  collection  of  them  would  be  used 
enough  to  pay  for  the  time  required  to  get  it 
together. 

Mr.  Lamed,  although  they  have  no  scraps  at 
Buffalo,  is  much  interested  in  the  experiment,  and 
hopes  to  have  help  enough  to  take  it  up  in  some 
happy  future  time,  not  doubting  the  usefulness  of 
it.  Does  something  in  the  way  of  clippings,  such 
as  local  biographical  sketches,  notable  events, 
etc.,  putting  them  into  pamphlet  form,  and  cata- 
loguing them  as  such,  and  finds  this  very  valuable. 
Mr.  Sale  has  not  yet  reached  that  point  at  the 
Patent  Office,  when  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
offer  their  collection  for  public  investigation ;  but 
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it  is  his  opinion,  and  that  of  many  well  qualified  to 
judge,  that  the  work  so  commenced  will  prove  a 
valuable  auxiliary  to  the  library  and  to  searchers 
upon  matters  appertaining  to  applied  industry. 

Rev.  C.  R.  Gillett,  of  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York,  does  not  doubt  that  a  collec- 
tion of  scrap-books  might  be  made  useful,  if 
enough  time  and  labor  were  expended  upon  it. 

Mr.  Carr  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  for  library 
use  he  should  undertake  scrapping  with  much 
hesitation,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  labor  and 
time  necessary,  in  proportion  to  the  meagre  show- 
ing which  can  be  had  in  return  therefor. 

At  the  Free  Public  Library,  Quincy,  111.,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Tyler  b  favorably  impressed  with  the  scrap 
idea,  although  he  has  not  yet  developed  it.  He 
recommends  pasting  on  sheets  of  manilla  paper  of 
uniform  size,  and  classifying  by  the  Dewey  system, 
keeping  in  closed  boxes,  considering  each  leaf  as 
a  pamphlet  until  bound  into  a  book. 

At  the  Brooklyn  Library  the  use  of  cuttings  has 
been  considerable,  particularly  the  parts,  such  as 
biography,  etc.,  that  have  been  arranged  and 
mounted.  In  some  cases  information  has  been 
supplied  to  students  and  newspaper  reporters  that 
could  not  be  found  cbewhere.  It  is  believed  that 
as  the  collection  b  developed  its  use  will  become 
more  general.  The  arrangement  will  be  by  sub- 
jects, large  and  small  in  one  alphabet ;  and,  for  the 
present,  the  boxes  are  arranged  on  the  tables  in 
the  reference  department,  where  they  are  easily 
accessible.  The  time  required  for  arranging  and 
mounting  b  the  chief  part  of  the  expense ;  but  the 
scraps  being  once  arranged  for  pasting,  the  rest  of 
the  work  b  done  by  the  boys  at  odd  times.  We 
think  that,  in  the  long  run,  the  collection  will 
more  than  repay  what  it  costs  in  time  and  outlay. 

The  following  libraries  are  reported  as  having 
no  scrap  collections :  — 


LIBRARIES. 

Mercantile,  New  York, 

Mercantile,  Philadelphia, 

Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston, 

Philadelphia  Library  Co., 

Cincinnati, 

U.  S.  House  of  Reps. 


LIBRARIAN. 

W.  T.  Peoples. 
John  Edmands. 
C.  A.  Cutter. 
Jas.  G.  Barnwell. 
Chester  W.  Merrill. 
Willard  Butler. 


Public,  Chicago,  Fred.  C.  Hild. 

Society  Library  of  New  York,  H.  S.  Butler. 
Maryland  State,  Annapolis,  E.  P.  Duval. 
N.  Y.  Historical  Society,  Chas.  Isham. 

Woodstock  College,Maryland,  Brother  A.  J.  Maas. 
Free  Public,  San  Francisco,     J.  Vance  Cheney. 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover, 

N.  H.,  M.  D.  Bbbee. 

College     of     New      Jersey, 

Princeton,  Frederick  Vinton. 

Free  Public,  Worcester,  Mass.  Sam'l  S.  Green. 
Lehigh  University,  W.  H.  Chandler. 

Public,  Detroit,  Mich.  H.  M.  Utley. 

San  Francisco  Mercantile,        A.  E.  Whitaker. 
City,  Springfield,  Mass.,  Wm.  Rice. 

Buffalo,  J.  N.  Lamed. 

Union  Theol.  Seminary,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  C.  R.  Gillett. 
Am.  Philos.  Society,  Phila.       Henry  Phillips. 
Free  Public,  Quincy,  111.  A.  W.  Tyler. 

Public,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.    John  H.  Carr. 

To  sum  up:  Of  the  forty-six  librarians 
and  others  reporting  on  the  subject  of  scrap- 
books,  twenty-two  have  collections  of  greater 
or  less  magnitude ;  twenty-four  have  not  any. 
Of  the  forty-six  who  report,  thirty-one  either 
have  scrap  collections  or  yearnings  toward 
them,  which  may  stimulate  to  action,  and  in 
time  result  in  something  tangible;  while 
fifteen  do  not  regard  scraps  with  favor,  and 
will  none  of  them.  They  are  either  appalled 
at  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  or  are 
convinced  that  scrapping  would  not  pay  for 
the  time  and  labor  it  requires ;  or,  possibly, 
they  shrink  from  an  occupation,  the  fascina- 
tion of  which  is  very  sure  to  increase  with 
the  growth  of  one's  collection.  The  principal 
element  of  cost  is  generally  admitted  to  be 
the  time  required ;  but  economy  in  this  will 
do  much.  A  well-selected  collection  of  clip- 
pings, properly  classified  and  indexed,  must 
increase  in  value  with  age.  Will  not  its 
maker,  like  the  man  who  plants  a  tree,  become 
a  benefactor  to  posterity  ? 
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REPORT    ON    CHARGING   SYSTEMS. 


BY     H:     J.    CARR,     LIBRARIAN     PUBLIC     LIBRARY,    GRAND    RAPIDS,     MICH. 


I. 

OINCE  the  instituting  of  topical  "reports," 
which  began  with  the  Cincinnati  meet- 
ing in  1882,  some  items  have  been  succes- 
sively treated,  while  others  have  been  reported 
upon  but  rarely  or  not  at  all.  Up  to  this 
date  the  subject  of  Charging  Systems,  among 
others,  has  not  been  dealt  with  since  the 
report  made  at  that  time  by  K.  A:  Linderfelt. 
(Z.  y.,  7:178.)  Nor  did  he  undertake  a 
specially  full  report,  since  his  paper  was 
prepared  upon  very  short  notice,  and  hence 
related  chiefly  to  his  application  of  a  very 
complete  and  effective  method  at  the  Mil- 
waukee Public  Library. 

But  at  the  outset  he  stated  in  a  most 
succinct  way  a  sort  of  synopsis,  which,  if 
followed  out  thoroughly,  would  result  in  an 
exhaustive  treatment  of  the  question.  It  will 
bear  repeating  here. 

Mr.  Linderfelt  said  he  should  have  liked  to 
give;  — 

a.  "  A  history  of  the  development  of  system 
in  the  manner  of  charging  books  to  borrowers. 

b.  "  A  sketch  of  the  methods  now  employed 
in  the  libraries  of  America. 

c.  "Comparisons  between  them,  pointing 
out  their  several  defects  and  advantages,  and 
thus  opening  a  way  to 

d.  "a  charging  system  of  ideal  perfection." 
This  present  report,  however,  does  not  aim 

at  such  a  well-rounded  treatment  of  the  sub- 
ject, although  the  hope  is  entertained  that  it 
may,  in  some  respects,  pave  the  way  to  a 
more  satisfactory  consideration  of  that  branch 
of  library  administration  by  some  one  else  in 
the  near  future. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Lamed,  in  his  1887  report  on 
Library  Architecture  (L.  j.  12:377),  has  very 
pertinently  stated  what  seems  to  be  a  correct 
view  regarding  such  a  paper  as  this.  He 
said :  "  The  chief  object  of  these  successive 
reports  which  we  have  planned  for  our  meet- 
ings (on  certain  matters  of  permanent  interest 
in  the  library  field)  is  the  record  of  ideas  and 


experiments,  of  movements  and  developments, 
that  may  thus  be  preserved." 

In  the  spirit  of  those  sentiments,  then,  as 
near  as  may  be,  the  following  report  has  been 
prepared  and  is  submitted. 

The  data  for  it  have  been  gathered  partly 
from  notes  and  memoranda  of  prior  study 
upon  the  general  subject  during  a  dozen 
years  past,  and  latterly  through  a  pretty  free 
use  of  query  circulars.  A  trifle  more  than 
300  circulars  (containing  practically  sixty-two 
questions)  were  sent  to  libraries  of  the 
United  States,  in  all  sections  and  of  all 
kinds,  and  including  a  few  leading  libraries 
in  Canada.  They  were  aimed  at  and  sent 
chiefly,  however,  to  libraries  which  loan 
books  to  readers  for  home  use,  including 
both  school,  free-public,  and  pay-public,  and 
proprietary  or  association  libraries.  Fully 
two  thirds  of  them  have  returned  answers,  of 
varied  fulness,  and  usually  accompanied  by 
more  or  less  sample  blanks  or  explanatory 
forms. 

In  some  cases  very  complete  replies  were 
given,  together  with  such  a  detailed  and 
lucid  setting  forth  of  their  methods  and  the 
forms  in  use,  that  one  could  scarcely  have 
learned  more  thereof  by  an  extended  per- 
sonal visit.  To  all  such  parties  the  reporter 
is  under  especial  obligations,  and  almost 
wishes  that  courtesy  might  permit  naming 
them. 

Consideration  of  the  subject  of  Charging 
Systems  and  Methods,  in  all  of  its  bearings, 
soon  leads  one  to  see  that  many  particulars 
of  an  allied  character  are  both  implied  and 
necessarily  associated  therewith. 

This  is  especially  the  case  concerning 
public  libraries.  Such  as  the  freedom  of,  or 
restrictions  on,  the  library  privileges  or  use ; 
tde  limitation  of  issues,  in  number  or  time ; 
the  particular  service  for  which  each  library 
was  intended  or  established;  the  nature  of 
its  make-up,  and  the  classes  of  patrons 
served;    the  penalties  exacted  for  infringe- 
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ment*  of  its  rules,  etc. ;  all  have  a  decided 
connection  with  the  administration  of  any 
effective  method. 

In  this  instance,  therefore,  it  seemed  desir- 
able to  obtain  as  much  information  as  possi- 
ble concerning  the  diverse  practice  of  numer- 
ous libraries  upon  such  kindred  points ;  and 
many  of  the  queries  were  framed  with  view 
to  drawing  out  such  details. 

The  diversity  of  practice  in  some  cases  and 
tolerable  uniformity  in  others  will  appear  in 
some  of  the  appended  collations  from  the 
answers. 

The  work  of  collating  over  200  such  returns, 
upon  so  many  questions,  has  not  been  a 
small  one.  It  has  also  taken  so  much  time 
(which  could  only  be  had  from  scanty  spare 
hours)  that  the  reporter  does  not  now  attempt 
to  consider  the  entire  subject  as  fully  as  might 
be  wished. 

Description  of  some  special  features  and 
interesting  peculiarities  which  have  been 
brought  out  in  this  investigation  must  be 
deferred  to  future  papers  in  the  Library 
journal^  if  further  study  of  the  subject  shall 
so  warrant. 

That  this  report  may  not  prove  to  consist 
chiefly  of  introduction  and  appendix^  however, 
some  statements  are  submitted  which,  while 
rather  historical  in  their  way,  seemed  worthy 
of  record  as  showing  the  development  of 
thought  in  this  line,  consequent  upon  the 
growth  of  our  library  interests. 

There  are  some  very  interesting  phases  of 
this  subject,  when  looked  at  in  its  legal 
characteristics;  such  as  the  nature  of  the 
contract  between  lender  and  borrower  and 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  each.  The' 
limits  of  this  report  will  not  admit  of  their 
consideration,  however;  and  so,  disregarding 
the  legal  points,  we  may  look  only  to  practical 
working  features. 

The  demand  for  speed  and  accuracy  in  the 
initial  charges  is  readily  recognized.  A  like 
result  in  the  transactions  connected  with  the 
return  of  the  books  is  equally  desirable. 

The  matter  of  intermediate  entries  or 
records  for  the  convenience,  information,  or 
protection  of  the  library  does  not  especially 


concern  the  borrower.  As  to  the  library, 
considerations  of  time  and  expense  may 
govern  and  determine  how  much  or  how  little 
shall  be  done  in  that  respect. 

Charges  of  books  loaned  are  not  exactly 
analogous  with  ordinary  mercantile  charges. 
Nevertheless,  methods  in  vogue  for  the  latter 
have  governed  more  or  less  in  determining 
the  practices  to  be  followed  by  librarians  for 
charging  books  to  borrowers. 

The  old  typical  counting-house  book-keep- 
ing called  for  a  day-book,  in  which  transac- 
tions should  be  entered  consecutively  as  they 
occurred.  Then  such  day-book  entries  would 
be  transferred,  or  "  posted  "  (either  directly 
or  via  the  journal),  to  the  individual  ledger 
accounts  with  the  several  customers.  Should 
the  respective  customers  wish  to  **  settle  up," 
then  their  accounts  in  the  ledger  would  be 
consulted,  and  (if  the  books  were  fully  posted^ 
afforded  a  speedy  answer  for  the  purpose. 

English  libraries,  as  was  to  be  expected 
among  such  a  commercial  people,  did  much 
the  same  way  in  making  use  of  a  day-book 
for  consecutive  charges  of  books  loaned  to 
subscribers  or  borrowers.  The  same  practice, 
with  some  modification,  is  yet  followed  by 
most  of  the  so-called  "  circulating  libraries; " 
that  is,  libraries  like  Mudie's  or  Loring's,  etc^ 
which  are  conducted  as  business  ventures. 

There  are  many  merits  in  the  day-book 
system;  and  quite  frequently  some  of  our 
wide-awake  American  librarians  find  them  out, 
and  announce  as  a  new  system  or  method 
that  which  was  one  of  the  very  first  to  be  used 
by  libraries  in  issuing  books  for  use  outside 
of  the  library  premises. 

Using  the  day-book  method,  and  subse- 
quently posting  its  successive  charges  to 
individual  ledger  accounts,  it  was  an  easy 
transition  for  some  one  to  adopt  the  idea  of 
making  the  charge  on  the  ledger  direct  to  the 
personal  account  in  the  outset,  and  so  dis- 
pense with  the  day-book.  Some  mercantile 
houses  have  done  the  same  thing  in  their  book- 
keeping, without  finding  occasion  to  regret  it. 
As  a  labor-saving  scheme  and  patent  on  its 
face,  such  practice  was  followed  by  the 
majority  of  the  libraries  in  the  United  States, 
until  within  a  few  years,  which  accounts  for 
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the  less  common  knowledge  of  the  day-book 
method  among  many  librarians. 

While  the  English  libraries,  as  has  been 
said,  naturally  adopted  the  use  of  a  day-book 
or  ledger  system,  the  fact  that  the  transac- 
tions to  be  recorded  were  loans  and  not  sales, 
led  them  to  also  incline  towards  taking  receipts 
for  the  books  loaned.  At  first  the  receipting 
or  signing  of  the  borrower's  name  was  done 
on  the  margin  of  the  entry  in  the  day-book 
or  ledger,  opposite  the  name  or  number  of 
the  book  charged.  That  method  has  also 
been  practiced  occasionally  in  this  country. 
Later  on  (and  obviously  derived  from  ipaking 
on  a  blank  or  sheet  of  paper  a  schedule  or 
list  of  works  wanted)  the  idea  of  having  such 
a  "  call-list,"  as  we  would  now  term  it,  signed 
and  retained  as  a  receipt  or  voucher,  seems 
to  have  become  much  in  favor,  and,  in  fact, 
to  have  been  the  forerunner  of  more  recent 
methods  of  using  such  slips  and  tickets  in 
library  service  in  the  many  ways  with  which 
we  are  familiar.  To  this  day  the  taking  of  a 
receipt  of  some  sort  is  an  almost  essential 
feature  in  the  permissible  use  of  works  from 
a  purely  reference  library  or  department; 
also  in  very  many  reading-rooms. 

Among  the  legal  fraternity  a  practice  has 
sometimes  been  followed  in  loaning  books  to 
brother  lawyers  which  has  in  it  the  elements 
of  simplicity  and  yet  of  fair  effectiveness.  If 
the  borrower  sends  by  messenger  (as  not  at 
all  unusual)  a  written  request  for  some  partic- 
ular book,  it  takes  but  a  moment  to  put  the 
note  or  card  in  the  place  on  the  shelf  from 
which  the  book  was  taken.  It  borrowed  in 
person,  then,  as  a  business  measure,  a  memo- 
randum of  like  import,  on  a  card  or  scrap  of 
paper,  is  made  to  answer  in  the  same  way, 
the  memorandum  not  only  keeping  the  place 
open,  as  it  were,  for  the  return  of  the  book, 
but  also  standing  ready  to  tell  any  other  in- 
quirer the  why  and  wherefore  of  its  absence. 
We  readily  recognize  the  method  as  akin  to 
some  common  in  Sunday-school  libraries, 
though  not  always  eminently  successful.  In 
one  instance  where  a  similar  memorandum 
scheme  was  applied  to  a  Sunday-school  library, 
it  so  happened  that  the  doors  of  the  cases 


fitted  exceedingly  close,  nearly  air-tight,  in 
fact.  So,  when  the  doors  were  opened 
smartly,  the  vacuum  formed  was  sufficient  to 
suck  out  nearly  all  the  slips  and  drop  them  on 
the  floor  in  a  decidedly  mixed  array.  After  a 
few  experiences  of  that  kind,  the  next  librarian 
adopted  another  system. 

We  now  come  to  the  inception  of  the  slip 
system  of  charging  in  its  application  to  our 
public  libraries.  The  ledger  practically  held 
its  own  in  the  libraries  of  the  United  States, 
till  the  early  days  of  our  civil  war  of  1861. 

As  late  as  1856,  Dr.  N.  B.  ShurtlefE  (well 
known  in  the  history  of  the  Boston  P.  L.X  in 
a  work  of  eighty  pages  describing  "  a  decimal 
system  for  the  arrangement  and  administra- 
tion of  libraries,"  recommended  charges  to  be 
made  in  a  loan-book,  having  five  accounts  on 
a  page ;  ten  on  the  two  pages  or  folio ;  then 
the  ninth  account  on  folio  365  would  be  3,659, 
etc. 

In  1 861,  Prof.  C:  C.  Jewett,  Superintendent 
of  the  Boston  P.  L.,  put  forth  in  a  pamphlet  of 
twenty  pages  a  "  plan  for  circulation  and  use 
of  the  books  in  the  Upper  Hall  of  the  [Boston] 
Public  Library."  This  plan  proposed  to  per- 
mit all  holders  of  Lower  Hall  cards  to  have  a 
further  or  special  card  for  use  in  the  Upper 
Hall.  This  special  card  was  to  be  left  at  the 
library  (in  pawn,  as  it  were),  for  each  book 
drawn  thereby.  In  addition,  a  receipt  was  to 
be  taken  on  a  blank  form  having  a  coupon  or 
stub,  which  coupon  was  to  be  surrendered 
to  the  borrower  upon  return  of  the  book, 
canceling  by  its  detachment  the  borrower's 
receipt.  The  date  of  lending  the  book  was 
further  to  be  stamped  or  written  on  a  ticket 
(or  abstract  of  the  regulations),  attached  to 
the  book  cover,  so  that  the  borrower  could 
thus  see  when  it  was  due,  and  also  that  such 
ticket  might  give  a  progressive  record  of  the 
use  of  that  particular  book. 

The  receipts  were  to  be  placed  in  a  drawer 
or  pigeon-holes, ,  arranged  alphabetically  in 
order  of  names  of  borrowers,  each  day's  issues 
by  themselves.  The  borrower's  cards  (which 
were  devised  for  both  identification  and  for 
giving  lists  of  call  numbers)  being  retained 
at  the  library  in  lieu  of  the  books  drawn,  in 
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addition  to  the  receipts,  and  were  to  be 
placed  in  other  drawers  in  alphabetical  order. 
The  cardholders  might  also  give  a  written 
order,  authorizing  another  party  to  draw  and 
receipt  in  the  holder's  own  name. 

The  foregoing  all  sounds  very  much  like  an 
account  of  some  "combined  charging  sys- 
tems," which  have  been  elaborated  long  since 
then,  and  urged  as  new  devices.  Byt  so  far 
as  now  known,  the  idea  was  original  with 
Prof.  Jewett.  However,  it  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  put  into  use  there,  or,  at  least,  not 
in  its  full  form. 

Later,  Jan.  9,  1866,  Prof.  Jewett  submitted 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
another  pamphlet  report  of  a  "  plan  for  record- 
ing loans."  Its  chief  features  were  the  use  of  a 
slip  of  paper  for  each  loan,  as  being  simple 
and  adaptable  to  charging  exigencies,  and 
readily  assorted  in  various  ways. 

The  slip  was  to  show :  First,  date  of  loan ; 
second,  some  brief  indication  of  the  title  of 
the  book  lent ;  third,  shelf  and  order  number 
of  the  book ;  and  fourth,  name  and  residence 
of  the  borrower.  To  save  many  borrowers 
the  inconvenience  of  being  obliged  to  sign 
their  names,  etc.,  it  was  proposed  to  have  the 
slips  written  by  the  attendants.  He  preferred 
also  a  printed  form  for  the  slips,  and  use  of  a 
serial  or  consecutive  numbering  of  same, 
through  each  day.  Date  of  issue  was  to  be 
stamped  on  each  slip ;  also  on  cover  of  book, 
inside,  and  on  the  borrower's  card.  Date  of 
return  was  in  like  manner  to  be  stamped  all 
around,  but  in  difiFerent  colored  ink. 

Each  day's  bundle  of  slips  was  to  be 
placed  in  separate  pigeon-holes  (in  order  of 
book  numbers),  progressing  forward  till  the 
thirteenth  day,  and  thus  showing  overdue  or 
finable  books.  Date  on  borrower's  card 
prevented  his  having  more  than  one  book  at 
a  time,  and  the  card  was  always  to  be  pre- 
sented in  drawing  or  returning  a  book.  If 
the  card  became  lost,  its  holder  must  wait, 
before  receiving  a  new  one  in  its  place,  till 
it  could  be  ascertained  that  no  book  was 
charged  to  it.  That  fact  would  be  ascer- 
tained upon  examination,  or  finally  show 
patent  in  thirteen  days.  It  was  further 
deemed  that  such  negligence  on  the  part  of 


the  borrowers  should  always  subject  them  to 
a  temporary  suspension  of  privileges.  [Now- 
a-days  they  have  very  often  to  pay  a  fine  or 
penalty,  in  addition  to  waiting  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  days.] 

If  no  card  was  presented  with  a  book  on 
its  return,  then  the  date  on  the  cover  would 
indicate  the  package  containing  the  charge 
slip.  Slips  withdrawn  and  canceled  upon 
return  of  the  books  were  to  be  sorted,  so  as 
to  bring  together  all  slips  for  the  same  book, 
and  thus  show  its  use  and  frequency  of 
subjects  read  upon  and  the  like. 

Those  familiar  with  the  present  well-known 
and  typical  Boston  Public  Library  charging- 
slips  and  system  generally,  will  readily  recog- 
nize its  leading  features  in  this  plan  of  Prof. 
Jewett's.  With  minor  exceptions,  it  seems 
to  have  been  but  little  changed  or  modified 
during  these  twenty  years  and  upwards,  and 
is  still  the  chief  standby  of  a  large  proportion 
of  our  public  libraries.  One  salient  step  in 
the  way  of  economy  and  convenience  in  its 
application  has  been  made  by  many  libraries, 
however,  in  using  a  smaller  blank  slip,  on 
which  the  charge  entries  are  made  entirely 
by  the  attendants.  This  does  not  require  the 
borrower  to  assist  in  making  the  charge,  nor 
take  away  from  him  his  lists  of  call  numbers — 
which  lists  are  often  prepared  at  much  outlay 
of  time  and  effort.  In  doing  this  latter,  the 
Boston  Public  Librar}-  seems  to  have  de- 
parted from  Prof.  Jewett's  original  intentions. 

So,  also,  one  other  economy  is  found 
practicable  and  satisfactory  in  many  libraries, 
which  consists  in  not  placing  any  date  slip  or 
entries  within  the  book  itself  (or  cover),  so 
long  as  the  charging  dates  are  shown  on  the 
borrower's  card.  A  card  pocket  may  serve 
as  both  book  plate  and  holder  for  card  and 
lists,  and  will  practically  do  away  with  about 
all  liability  of  lost  cards,  so  long  as  the 
holder  continues  active  in  drawing  books. 

At  about  the  same  time  as  Prof.  Jewett's 
first  plan,  there  was  also  another  ingenious 
scheme  submitted  by  Mr.  John  Coffin  Jones 
Brown  (while  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library),  entitled  "  A  system  of  record 
devised  and  proposed  for  the  use  of  the 
[Boston]  Public  Library,  July,  1861.    (Printed 
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for  the  use  of  the  Trustees.)  Boston,  1866." 
[16  p.,  octavo,  plus  one  sample  sheet.] 

The  points  sought  to  be  attained  by  Mr. 
Brown  were  a  comprehensive,  systematic 
record  of  use,  combining  simplicity  and  accu- 
racy in  :  First,  entries  of  loans  ;  second, 
entries  of  returns  ;  third,  in  number  of  books 
delivered  daily;  fourth,  a  knowledge  of  the 
number  of  books  in  circulation ;  fifth,  know- 
ing without  search  what  books  have  been 
detained  over-time,  and  have  the  borrower 
notified  of  delinquence;  sixth,  connecting 
each  book  with  its  borrower  in  order  to  aid  in 
discovery  of  mutilation,  or,  if  returned  by  the 
wrong  party,  that  it  might  be  credited  to  the 
right  one;  and  seventh,  preservation  of  the 
records  of  loans  in  a  business-like  shape. 

Each  borrower  was  to  sign  in  a  register 
against  a  consecutive  number,  constituting 
the  "  Borrower's  Number."  A  card  catalog 
was  to  furnish  an  alphabetical  index  to  same, 
and  a  re-registration  was  intended  once  in  ten 
years.  Each  person  so  registered  was  to 
be  given  an  "Application*  Card,"  having 
thereon  the  borrower's  number  and  name,  and 
places  for  numbers  of  books  to  be  applied  for. 
Usual  old-style  public  library  cards  served  as 
the  model  for  that  purpose. 

Secondly,  there  was  to  be  prepared  a 
**  Delivery  Card "  for  each  person,  made  up 
from  his  signature  in  the  register,  and  con- 
taining borrower's  number,  name,  and  resi- 
dence, and  to  be  placed  in  its  numerical  order 
in  a  receptacle  for  that  purpose.  Such  card 
to  be  51-2x8  inches,  ruled  on  both  sides, 
with  space  for  record  of  120  loans  or  deliver- 
ies. Each  entry  consisting  of  day,  week, 
loan  number,  shelf  number,  and  volume  of 
book.  When  full  to  be  replaced  by  new 
cards ;  and,  in  fact,  constituting  perpetual 
ledgers. 

A  "  Daily  Record "  was  to  be  made  on 
sheets  (22  inches  long  by  20  inches  broad, 
with  space  for  1,000  loans)  against  a  series  of 
numbers  commencing  with  unity  each  day; 
adding  a  designating  number  for  each  day,  in 
order  to  distinguish  one  day's  entries  from 
another.  Additional  sheets  for  excess  over 
1,000  loans  in  a  day.  Against  each  daily 
loan  number  to  be    blanks    for    borrower's 


number,  shelf  number,  and  volume,  class 
number,  and  date  of  return.  The  sheets  to 
be  bound  in  a  volume  each  year,  thus  making 
a  day-book  containing  a  compact,  complete, 
and  concise  account  of  all  the  transactions  of 
the  loan  department  for  the  year.  The  form 
might  also  be  adapted  to  add  the  titles  of  the 
books,  and  take  signatures  in  receipt,  if  so 
wished. 

Inside  the  cover  of  each  volume  was  to  be 
placed  a  paper  for  the  entry  of  borrower's 
number  and  loan  number,  and  thus  connecting 
each  volume  lent  with  its  borrower;  also 
making  known  its  relative  use,  and  a  certain 
credit  to  the  right  person  on  its  return.  The 
delivery  cards  were  to  be  placed  in  drawers 
or  compartments  for  each  day  of  delivery,  and 
in  order  of  loan  numbers;  each  card  thus 
representing  a  book  out  of  the  library  and 
finally  indicating  delinquents. 

This  plan  of  Mr.  Brown's  was  probably 
deemed  a  little  too  complete,  and  so  that  of 
Prof.  Jewett's,  in  1866,  was  adopted  instead 
(in  connection  with  a  re-registration),  and  in 
lieu  of  ledgers,  for  recording  loans. 

Yet  modifications  of  Mr.  Brown's  scheme 
are  readily  recognized  in  the  methods  of 
several  leading  libraries  to-day,  and  result  in 
much  satisfaction,  so  far  as  concerns  thor- 
oughness and  exactitude.  But  they  entail 
some  extra  labor,  and  in  some  respects  do 
not  admit  of  the  fullest  speed. 

In  1883-84  the  Ontario  Association  of 
Mechanics'  Institutes  (the  more  usual  form 
of  libraries  in  Canada)  adopted,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Minister  of  Education,  a 
schedule  of  general  classification  for  number- 
ing purposes,  together  with  forms  of  charging 
books,  which  in  connection  have  proven  quite 
practical  and  satisfactory  in  their  use. 

The  classification  provides  for  three  series 
of  numbers  (for  as  many  average  sizes  of 
books)  in  each  of  ten  classes.  As  in  Biog- 
raphy, the  three  sizes  being  initialed  A,  B, 
and  C,  and  numbers  following  each  respec- 
tively from  I  upward.  Then  there  is  a  "  Roll- 
Book,"  or  ledger  for  accounts  with  each 
member,  arranged  on  horizontal  lines,  spaced 
off  by  months  across  a  double  page ;   also  a 
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"  Record-Book,"  or  ledger  for  accounts  with 
each  book,  arranged  in  perpendicular  col- 
umns, and  having  the  consecutive  book  num- 
bers at  the  head  of  each  respectively,  with 
the  initial  class  letters  as  marginal  indexes. 
Each  of  these  account  books  intended  to  last 
a  year,  or,  in  smaller  libraries,  possibly  two 
years. 

In  the  proper  column  of  the  record-book, 
corresponding  to  the  book  drawn,  is  charged 
the  number  of  the  member  taking  such  book. 
In  the  designated  monthly  space  of  the  mem- 
ber's account  in  the  roll-book  is  likewise 
entered  date  and  number  of  book  taken  out. 
Each  record  canceled  by  pencil  mark  upon 
return  of  the  book  loaned.  This  procedure, 
it  will  be  seen,  gives  a  double  entry. 

For  the  sake  of  speed,  it  is  the  more  usual 
custom,  however,  to  make  the  charges  con- 
secutively on  a  day-book  page,  and  then  at 
leisure  to  post  same  to  the  other  two  books. 
This  gives  the  further  advantage  of  showing 
delinquents,  and  makes  an  ideal  charging 
system  for  a  constituency  of  rather  stable 
character  and  not  too  many  in  number. 

The  permanent  nature  of  its  charges,  and 
the  readiness  with  which  entries  so  made  can 
be  consulted,  speak  much  in  its  favor.  The 
record-book  answers  quite  well  as  an  **  Indi- 
cator," if  need  be.  But  for  a  library  with  a 
shifting  clientage,  or  one  having  a  highly 
elaborated  system  of  book  numbering,  or  with 
a  large  and  fluctuating  circulation,  it  would 
probably  prove  too  cumbrous,  despite  its  evi- 
dent improvement  upon  the  old  typical  single- 
form  member's  ledger. 

The  Boston  Athenaeum,  in  common  with 
other  libraries,  used  the  big  ledgers  up  to  the 
middle  of  the  year  1873,  at  which  time  its 
Librarian,  Mr.  C:  A.  Cutter,  substituted 
"Ledger  Cards."  So  far  as  known,  their 
introduction  was  original  with  him,  and  was 
an  idea  derived  from  card  catalogs,  then 
growing  into  general  use.  Yet  later,  in  his 
tenth  annual  report,  January,  1879,  Mr.  Cutter 
speaks  of  a  new  system  of  slips  (in  lieu  of  the 
ledger  cards),  by  which  each  book  taken 
out  is  charged  twice.  Once^  as  before,  upon 
a  series  of  cards  arranged  in  the  order  of  the 


borrowers*  names,  which  show  at  once  what 
book  each  person  has  out ;  and  secondly^  on  a 
series  of  slips  signed  by  the  borrowers  and 
arranged  in  the  same  order  as  the  books  on 
the  shelves,  which  show  at  once  who  has  any 
given  book. 

For  further  description  of  that  double- 
charging  plan,  see  a  communication  on  "  Mr. 
Cutter's  Charging  System,"  in  Library 
journal,  4:445  (1879).  (Equal  credit  is  believed 
to  be  due  Mr.  Cutter  also,  for  the  card  pocket 
spoken  of  in  that  same  account.) 

Later  on,  in  Library  journal  5:320  (1880),  is 
a  communication  by  Mr.  W:  E.  Foster, 
describing  a  "  New  Charging  System"  at  the 
Providence  Public  Library,  which  was  a 
further  modification  of  Mr.  Cutter's.  Follow- 
ing which,  the  A.  L.  A.  report  on  charging 
systems  by  Mr.  Linderfelt  in  i882(Z./,  7^178) 
proves  very  interesting  reading,  and  completes 
our  "chain  of  title "  down  to  date. 

II. 

The  sundry  answers  to  the  several  queries 
have  been  collated,  and  are  grouped  in  the 
following  narrative  summaries. 

Total  number  of  libraries  making  detailed 
replies,  203;  of  which  146  may  be  classed  as/r^/ 
public^  in  the  broad  sense  of  the  word,  and  are 
designated  therein  as  "  F.  P."  Twenty-two  may 
be  classed  as  pay  libraries,  or  loaning  to  the  public 
upon  pajrment  of  current  dues  or  fees;  but  not 
including  the  so-called  "  circulating  libraries,"  as 
Loring's,  Mudie's,  Wilson's,  etc.,  which  are  oper- 
ated as  a  purely  business  matter.  Said  22  are 
herein  designated  as  "L."  Twenty-three  were 
association,  society,  or  proprietary  libraries,  loaning, 
as  a  rule,  but  to  stockholders  or  proprietors,  and 
are  designated  herein  as  "A."  Twelve  were 
school  libraries,  in  the  more  strict  sense  of  the 
word,  with  their  use,  as  a  rule,  confined  to 
scholars  and  not  open  to  the  public;  some  being 
connected  with  colleges,  others  in  common 
schools,  but  all  agreeing  in  their  restricted  char- 
acter.   Designated  herein  as  "  S." 

Nearly  all  the  so-called  public-school  libraries 
are  quasi-free  public  libraries ;  and,  as  doing  abso- 
lutely or  practically  the  work  of  such,  are  consid- 
ered in  this  connection  as  "  F.  P.'* 

Since  the  "  F.  P.'*  libraries  work  more  generally 
to  the  same  end,  their  methods,  as  drawn  out  by 
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the  queries,  are  summarized  fully.  But  as  the 
other  classes  are  governed  by  more  special  consid- 
erations in  their  organization  and  routine,  it  has 
not  been  feasible  to  cite  their  practices  so 
uniformly. 

Minimum  age  at  which  takers  are  allowed  to 
draw  books  for  home  use  in  their  own  name.  Of 
the  146  "  F.  P.**  libraries,  we  have  stated :  At  21 
years,  i ;  at  16,  3;  at  15,  la;  at  14,  471  at  12,  39; 
at  10,17;  at  8,  3;  at  7,  I ;  at  6,  a;  at  "able  to 
write  legibly,"  5 ;  and  no  limit  prescribed,  16.  By 
the  22  "L."  libraries,  we  have  reported:  No 
limit  prescribed,  13;  at  21,  a;  at  18,  x  ;  at  12,  a; 
at  10,  a ;  at  8,  I ;  at  "  reading  age,"  i.  By  the  23 
**A."  libraries:  No  limit,  9;  at  21,  5;  at  12,  4; 
at  ID,  a ;  not  stated,  3.  By  the  12  **  S."  libraries : 
at  21,  3;  at  15, 1 ;  at  14,  a;  at  12,  a;  at  10,  i;  not 
stated,  3. 

Guarantors  or  Sureties.  Of  the  146  "F.  P." 
libraries,  79  require  guarantors  for  all  book- 
takers  ;  37  for  minors,  strangers,  or  non-residents ; 
3  at  option  of  the  management;  and  a7  do  not 
require  any.  Of  the  "L."  libraries,  4  require 
guarantors  for  all;  i  for  minors  or  strangers;  i 
at  option ;  and  7  none.  Of  the  "  S."  libraries,  a 
require  guarantors  for  all;  and  4  require  none. 
The  other  "L."  and  "S."  libraries  are  silent  on 
this  point,  while  in  the  "  A."  libraries  their  very 
ownership  precludes  anything  of  the  kind. 

If  no  formal  guaranty  is  required,  then  refer- 
ence to  some  responsible  party  is  taken  by  38 
"  F.  P."  libraries ;  and  aa  of  those  aim  to  verify 
the  reference  by  personal  application  or  inquiry 
in  one  way  or  another. 

As  to  the  nature  of  security  or  qualifications  of 
the  guarantor,  45  "F.  P."  and  3  "L."  libraries 
require  the  guarantor  to  be  a  property-owner  or 
freeholder;  11,  a  male;  and  5,  either  a  male  or 
an  unmarried  woman.  In  the  latter  case  chiefly, 
as  explained  by  some,  because,  by  the  laws  of 
certain  States,  the  bond  of  a  married  woman  is 
of  no  value. 

If  the  guaranty  be  required  for  minors  only,  6 
require  that  same  be  that  of  parent  or  guardian. 
Of  the  "  F.  P."  libraries,  79  seemingly  make  no 
further  requirement  than  that  the  guarantor  shall 
be  a  reputable  resident  of  either  sex,  and  pre- 
sumedly of  legal  age. 

As  a  preliminary  to  receiving  the  library  privi- 
eges,  the  signing,  by  the  book-taker,  of  a  formal 
agreement  or  application  in  a  registration  or  signa- 
ture book,  is  required  by  48  "  F.  P."  and  4  "L." 


libraries.  Or,  instead  thereof,  a  like  signature  is 
taken  on  a  separate  blank  by  77  "  F.  P."  and  a 
"  L."  libraries.  And  by  8  "  F.  P."  libraries,  signa- 
ture is  required  on  both  book  and  blank. 

In  the  "  F.  P."  libraries,  the  tertn  or  perwd  of 
the  borrower's  library  privileges  varies  as  follows  : 
3  renew  each  year;  19  each  2  years;  9  each  3 
years ;  i  each  4  years ;  6  each  5  years ;  i  each  10 
years ;  and  107  run  it  on  indefinitely,  at  the  option 
or  convenience  of  the  library. 

In  the  "L.,"  "A,"or"S."  libraries,  it  usually 
depends  upon  the  term  for  which  dues  are  paid, 
or  the  cessation  of  connection  of  the  person  with 
the  particular  association  or  school. 

The  re-registration  is  usually  gradual  and  pro- 
gressive among  those  libraries  where  the  term  is  a 
fixed  number  of  years;  and,  on  the  contrary,  is 
generally  made  by  an  entire  "new  deal"  and 
registration  of  all  borrowers,  on  the  part  of  those 
libraries  where  the  period  is  indefinite.  There 
are,  however,  exceptions  both  ways. 

The  issue  of  a  "  library  card  "  to  the  borrower 
is  pretty  general  among  both  the  "  F.  P."  and  the 
"L."  libraries,  but  exceptional  among  those  of 
the  "  A."  or  "  S."  classes.  As  to  the  146  "  F.  P." 
libraries :  In  a7  borrowers  have  a  card  for  iden- 
tification, of  use  for  that  purpose  only,  and 
retained  by  the  borrower;  while  in  a  no  cards 
are  used;  in  117  the  borrower's  card  is  presented 
in  drawing  and  returning  books,  and  is  made,  in 
one  way  or  another,  an  essential  part  of  the 
machinery  for  loaning;  it  generally  shows  charg- 
ing dates. 

It  appears  further  that  in  4  libraries  the  bor- 
rower's card  is  retained  at  the  library  as  a 
voucher,  and  surrendered  to  its  owner  on  return 
of  the  book;  while  in  5  libraries  this  practice  is 
reversed,  so  that  the  library  retains  the  card  in 
case  its  holder  does  not  draw  a  book. 

In  the  2a  "  L."  libraries :  The  borrowers  in  7 
have  cards  for  identification  only ;  in  6  no  cards 
are  used;  and  in  9  the  borrower's  card  shows 
charging  dates,  and  becomes  part  of  the  charging 
machinery. 

Of  the  "A."  libraries:  In  6  the  borrowers 
have  cards  for  identification  merely;  in  i  a  card 
for  dates,  etc.;  while  16  use  no  cards.  So  in  the 
"S."  libraries:  10  use  no  cards;  and  a,  for 
identification  only. 

[Note. —  For  the  remainder  of  this  summary 
distinctions  are  not  drawn,  as  a  rule,  between  the 
classes  of  libraries  reporting;  since  their  practices 
upon  the  points  to  be  further  considered  either  do 
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not  vary  strikingly,  or  else  are  not  materially 
dependent  upon  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  library.] 

In  43  libraries  the  borrower's  card,  in  addition 
to  its  service  for  showing  charging  dates,  is  used 
for  "  call  lists,"  either  by  numbers  or  names  of 
books  wanted.  Usually  by  call  numbers ;  and  in 
that  respect  such  practice  is  akin  to  that  most 
customary  in  Sunday-school  libraries. 

In  2  libraries  the  same  result  is  attained  by 
having  a  call  list  temporarily  attached  by  its  end 
to  one  side  of  the  card.  In  ia8  libraries  the  card 
is  reserved  strictly  for  charging  dates,  and  no  one 
but  the  library  attendants  permitted  to  mark, 
stamp,  or  write  thereon.  In  such  cases  the 
borrower  makes  his  or  her  wants  known,  either 
verbally  or  by  lists  on  a  separate  blank  or  paper. 

One  hundred  and  fen  libraries  stamp  dates  on 
cards  and  charging  blanks,  and  30  write  them. 

In  99  of  those  libraries  both  issue  and  return 
dates  (cither  stamped  or  written)  are  shown  sepa- 
rately ;  in  36  the  issue  date  only  is  made  to  tell 
the  stor)';  in  3  the  due  date  is  given;  and  in  a 
others  the  date  of  return  is  the  only  one  entered 
upon  the  card  and  blanks. 

(These  last  comparisons  include  but  140  libra- 
ries, and  do  not  refer  to  those  libraries  where 
charges  are  made  on  ledgers, —  in  which  cases  the 
borrowers  usually  have  no  card,  or  one  for  identi- 
fication only, — but  do  include  a  few  instances 
where,  in  lieu  of  stamping  a  borrower's  card,  an 
equivalent  date  slip  in  the  book  loaned,  receives 
an  entry  by  writing  or  stamp.) 

So  as  to  variations  in  use  of  colors :  53  libraries 
stamp  both  issue  and  return  dates  in  the  same 
color ;  while  vj  libraries  change  the  color.  Where 
a  distinction  in  color  is  made,  the  majority  use 
blue  or  purple  for  issues  (charge)  and  red  for 
return  (discharge);  although  with  ix  this  rule  is 
reversed. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  libraries  which  show 
both  issue  and  return  dates  have,  on  the  bor. 
rower's  card,  a  specific  column  so  headed  for  each 
entry ;  in  such  cases  there  seems  but  little  practi- 
cal use  in  changing  colors.  But  where  the  entries 
are  made  successively  in  the  same  column  (which 
is  done  usually  where  one  issue  date  means  that 
the  previously  charged  book  has  been  returned 
and  another  one  issued  on  the  same  date),  some 
advantage  is  found  in  using  one  color  for  such 
double-meaning  date,  and  reserving  the  other 
color  for  a  "clearance"  or  discharge  stamp,  in 
case  no  other  book  is  drawn  out  at  the  same  time. 
In  fact,  the  need  of  some  such  distinctive  "clear- 


ance" has  always  been  felt  in  connection  with 
what  may  be  called  the  "  single-date "  method. 
With  many  its  use  has  been  prevented  by  such 
need,  even  were  there  no  other  drawbacks,  such 
as  occur  by  reason  of  a  division  of  the  return  and 
issue  desks,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  change  of  colors  in  the  one 
date,  as  suggested  above,  several  other  devices 
to  the  same  end  are  reported.  Among  the  libra- 
ries which  write  the  single  date,  it  is  by  9  "  crossed 
off "  as  a  clearance ;  by  some  with  ink,  by  some 
with  black  pencil,  and  by  others  with  colored 
pencil.  Also  in  one  by  stamp.  These  are  simple 
ways,  to  say  the  least. 

Of  the  libraries  which  stamp  the  single  date,  5 
"  cross  off "  with  ink  or  pencil ;  2  punch  out  the 
date  as  a  clearance ;  i  stamps  the  word  "  Re- 
turned " ;  X  stamps  a  blue  star  following  the  last 
date ;  i  stamps  a  red  circle  in  a  similar  manner ; 
2  change  color  (as  described  before) ;  2  return  the 
card  in  a  special  envelope,  in  which  it  must  be 
presented  in  order  to  draw  books  again ;  i  gives 
a  clearance  ticket;  while  3  retain  the  card  at  the 
library  till  its  owner  wishes  to  draw  books  once 
more. 

Where  the  "double  dates  "  are  used  and  stamped 
in  same  color,  a  libraries  stamp  last  return  date 
in  a  changed  color  to  distinguish  cases  of  fines  due 
and  unpaid.  In  2  libraries  where  the  single  date 
is  used,  and  that  the  return  date  only,  the  number 
of  the  book  drawn  is  written  on  the  borrower's 
card  in  following  space,  and  serves  as  a  charge ; 
the  return  date  stamped  over  it  cancels  and  serves 
as  a  discharge  or  clearance.  One  library  using 
the  single  date,  and  that  the  book-due  date  (and 
also  issuing  books  for  7  days  and  14  days  respec- 
tively), stamps  the  due  date  of  one  kind  in  blue 
and  that  of  the  other  kind  in  red. 

In  the  majority  of  the  libraries  replying,  the 
stamps  used  are  common  to  all  of  the  attendants, 
identification  of  the  work  done  or  charges  made 
being  usually  secured  by  written  initial  on  the 
ticket  or  entry,  in  case  several  attendants  are 
serving,  or  else  by  their  distinctive  handwriting, 
where  only  one  or  two  do  all  the  work.  In  7 
libraries  each  attendant  has  a  special  stamp  or 
designating  character  in  the  dater,  which  locates 
the  responsibility  for  all  work  bearing  such 
stamp. 

Respecting  the  periods  for  which  books  are 
loaned  or  may  be  retained  for  home  use,  quite  a 
striking  uniformity  prevails.  In  132  libraries  the 
loan  period  is  14  days  (or  2  weeks)  for  all  works 
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issued.  Other  libraries  make  a  distinction  between 
magazines  and  bookSi  or  new  books  and  older 
ones,  or  as  to  number  of  volumes  and  size  of 
work,  or  between  juvenile  and  adult  readers,  or 
city  and  country  borrowers,  and  hence  vary  their 
loan  periods  accordingly.  In  45  libraries  the 
periods  are  7  and  14  days  (i  and  2  weeks) ;  in  3, 
7,  14,  and  28  days;  in  4,  14  and  21  days;  in  3,  14 
and  28  days;  in  a,  21  days;  in  4,  optional  or 
indefinite ;  and  among  la  others  the  terms  vary, 
being  respectively  3,  7,  and  14  days;  7  and  10 
days;  7  and  21  days;  7  and  28  days;  10,  21,  and 
28  days;  14  and  30  days;  4  weeks;  30  days;  1 
month ;  i,  2,  3,  and  4  weeks ;  2,  3,  4,  and  6  weeks ; 
4  and  8  weeks. 

Nearly  all  libraries  allow  one  or  more  "re- 
newals "  or  reissues  of  the  book  to  same  person, 
varying  the  number  of  renewals  or  term  thereof 
somewhat,  according  to  the  extent  of  original 
loan  period.  Twenty  do  not  renew  new  books 
(7  day) ;  4  do  not  renew  fiction.  In  60  libraries 
the  renewal  is  once  or  optional ;  in  17,  2  renew- 
als; and  in  z,  3  renewals  are  permitted.  In 
1x5  other  libraries  the  renewal  is  once  only,  or 
with  exceptions  on  new  books  or  fiction,  as  noted 
above;  while  10  do  not  renew  at  all.  The  re- 
newal  being  usually  for  a  like  term  as  the  original 
loan,  although  in  8  libraries  the  i  renewal  granted 
is  limited  to  i  week. 

Fines.  In  connection  with  the  loan  of  books 
for  definite  periods,  the  assessment  of  a  fine  or 
penalty  for  retention  of  the  books  beyond  the 
allowed  times  is  a  very  general  custom.  When 
such  practice  originated,  or  what  were  the  motives 
that  led  to  it,  are  matters  which  do  not  now 
especially  concern  us.  Some  library  regulations 
express  the  general  view  fairly  well,  in  saying: 
"  To  protect  the  library  against  loss,  and  to  secure 
to  all  a  just  and  equitable  share  in  its  benefits, 
any  person  detaining  a  book  longer  than  the  regu- 
lations permit,  shall  be  fined  ...  for  each 
day  of  such  retention." 

As  with  the  loan  periods,  there  is  a  tolerable 
uniformity  in  the  rate  more  commonly  charged ; 
and  probably  because  of  the  same  fact  that  the 
later  organized  libraries  have  been  modeled  on 
or  followed  the  methods  of  others  earlier  estab- 
lished or  better  known.  The  exceptionally  higher 
rates  fixed  upon  in  solne  cases  may  arise  from 
local  considerations  and  varying  views  regarding 
small  change,  which  latter,  we  know,  is  often 
quite  a  factor  in  establishing  the  price  of  minor 
matters. 


In  xo  libraries  a  fine  of  i  cent  per  day  is 
assessed ;  in  xo6  libraries,  2  cents  per  day ;  in  18, 
3  cents ;  in  ao,  5  cents ;  and  in  a,  10  cents  ]>er 
day.  In  x  library  the  rate  is  5  cents  each  2  days ; 
in  I  other  it  is  5  cents  for  the  first  day,  and  2  cents 
per. day  thereafter.  In  some  libraries  the  rate 
varies  according  as  it  be  on  a  7-day  or  14-day  book, 
being  at  3  cents  and  2  cents  a  day  in  x  library,  and 
at  10  cents  and  5  cents  a  day  in  x  other. 

In  yet  others,  the  rate  increases  for  certain 
intervals  of  over-time ;  in  x  library  being  2  cents 
per  day  for  the  first  week,  and  4  cents  for  each 
day  thereafter ;  in  3,  at  i  cent  a  day  for  the  first 
week,  and  2  cents  a  day  for  the  second  week,  etc. ; 
in  X  other,  at  i  cent  a  day  for  14  days,  and  then 
5  cents  per  day  afterwards.  (Twenty  cents  a  day 
on  certain  special  works  is  charged  by  x  library 
whose  regular  rate  is  3  cents  per  day.) 

In  still  other  libraries  a  week  b  made  the  basis 
of  computation  :  in  x,  at  3  cents;  in  5,  at  5  cents; 
in  xa,  at  10  cents ;  and  in  i,  at  15  cents  per  week. 
Six  cents  per  week  is  reported  by  3  libraries ;  but 
that  may  be  merely  another  form  of  stating  a  rate 
of  I  cent  a  day.  Five  cents  each  half  week  is 
reported  by  x  library,  15  cents  or  10  cents  per 
week  by  x,  and  10  cents  or  5  cents  per  week  by  x 
other,  according  as  the  book  be  a  7  day  or  i4-day 
issue.  In  x  library  a  charge  of  10  cents  "for 
notice  "  is  stated,  but  not  any  further  levy ;  while 
in  6  libraries  no  fine  is  assessed ;  6  more  do  not 
reply  to  this  query. 

Presumably  fractions  of  a  week  count  as  a 
whole  one,  where  the  rate  is  based  on  the  week. 
If  such  is  the  case  it  would  seem  a  better  practice 
to  charge  by  the  day,  and  so  give  some  inducement 
for  earlier  return  of  the  book ;  for,  if  a  book  is  a 
day  or  two  overtime,  the  holder  might  be  tempted 
to  retain  it  during  the  entire  fine  week,  since  he 
would  gain  nothing  by  returning  it  sooner. 

In  case  of  the  return  of  all  books,  so  that  the 
fine  shall  cease  to  run  on  (but  the  accrued  amount 
not  being  immediately  paid  by  the  party),  it 
becomes  a  question  whether  to  issue  more  books 
to  the  delinquent  pending  its  payment. 

In  99  libraries  no  more  books  are  issued  to  the 
one  in  such  arrears ;  in  50  libraries  it  is  optional 
with  the  library,  or  may  be  done  on  certain  con- 
ditions; in  X5  libraries  i  more  issue  is  regularly 
allowed ;  in  3  further  issue  is  made,  according  as 
the  amount  pending  is  "  not  over  10  cents,*'  or 
else  "less  than  10  cents;"  in  x  other,  if  not 
exceeding  25  cents ;  and  in  24  libraries  indefinite 
further  issues  (at  the  discretiop   of  the  librarian 
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presumably)  are  usual ;  zx  libraries  either  do  not 
reply  or  do  not  fine  at  all. 

Akin  to  the  subject  of  fines  for  books  kept 
overtime,  is  that  of  duplicating  or  replacing  lost 
library  cards  to  the  borrower,  together  with  the 
charge  or  penalty  for  the  same,  and  the  interval 
of  notice  required  to  elapse  before  so  doing. 

Of  155  libraries  reporting,  in  which  book-takers 
must  needs  have  a  prescribed  card  (48  others  use 
no  cards),  and  in  which  loans  will  not  be  made 
without  its  presentation,  153  make  a  practice  of 
issuing  a  *'  duplicate,"  or  replacing  card,  in  lieu  of 
the  one  missing ;  while  in  a  a  re-registration  is  re- 
quired. Considerable  variance  in  practice  exists, 
however,  as  to  requirements  of  notice  before 
duplicating,  and  as  to  penalty  or  fee  for  same. 
50  libraries  require  no  notice;  3  require  i  day;  a, 
3  days ;  23,  7  days,  or  i  week ;  8, 10  days;  31,  14 
days,  or  2  weeks;  z6,  15  days;  1,3  weeks;  11, 
30  days,  or  i  month ;  and  8,  conditional  or  optional 
with  librarian. 

In  the  majority  of  the  libraries  which  prescribe 
a  notice  of  2  weeks  and  upward,  that  interval  is 
generally  fixed  upon  as  a  crude  sort  of  safeguard 
against  use'of  old  card  in  wrong  hands,  or  else  as 
against  a  second  issue  to  the  same  party  in  case  a 
book  was  already  out  on  that  card.  With  more 
effective  systems  of  account,  nd  delay  need  really 
be  required,  except  as  a  matter  of  penalty;  or 
possibly  to  prevent  some  lazy  people  from  claim- 
ing a  card  as  lost,  when  actually  they  have  left  it 
at  home  and  do  not  want  to  incur  the  trouble  or 
delay  needed  in  obtaining  it. 

As  to  fee  for  duplicating  cards,  loi  libraries 
make  no  charge ;  4  charge  i  cent ;  7,  2  cents ;  3, 
3  cents;  23,  5  cents;  11,  10  cents;  in  3  libraries 
25  cents  is  charged,  if  card  be  issued  without  a 
notice  interval,  or  with  no  charge  upon  waiting  30 
days ;  and  in  i,  upon  call  for  5  cents,  or  in  i  week 
without  charge. 

As  a  general  thing,  the  most  of  those  libraries 
which  require  no  notice  interval  also  do  not  make 
any  charge  for  duplicating  or  replacing  lost  cards. 
Particularly  is  this  the  case  with  those  libraries  in 
which  the  library  card  is  used  for  identification 
only,  and  not  as  a  part  of  the  dating  records ;  but 
there  are  marked  exceptions  both  ways. 

A  notable  distinction  is  usually  apparent  in 
charging  systems  of  libraries,  dependent  upon 
whether  the  book  or  the  Uiker  is  given  precedence 
in  the  records.  Of  the  203  libraries  replying,  81 
keep  simple  accounts  (either  by  ledger  or  slips),  in 
which  the  leading  factor  is  the  book  number ;  the 


charges  being  arranged  and  referred  to  on  that 
basis.  One  hundred  and  one  libraries  take  a 
reverse  method,  and  keep  simple  accounts  (either 
by  ledger  or  slips),  in  which  the  name  or  number 
of  the  taker  is  the  chief  basis  for  arranging  the 
entry  and  subsequent  reference  to  same.  A  more 
complete  system  is  in  vogue  with  ai  libraries,  in 
which  either  a  double  or  triple  entry  is  made  and 
both  the  number  of  the  book  and  of  its  taker  alike 
made  a  leading  factor  in  the  accounts. 

In  the  simple  accounts  in  which  the  book 
number  leads,  as  well  as  in  like  accounts  in  which 
the  borrower  takes  precedence,  it  is  usually  the 
case  that  an  essential  part  of  the  charging  records 
is  at  the  same  time  in  the  hands  of  the  taker 
while  he  has  a  book  out. 

This  is  usually  in  the  form  of  a  library  card 
showing  dates  (as  heretofore  considered);  or 
else  a  companion  entry  or  date  on  a  slip  attached 
to  the  book,  or  made  on  its  cover.  Sometimes 
both  of  those  features  are  used  simultaneously. 
Twenty-nine  libraries  report  use  of  a  record  slip 
attached  to  book;  and  4  enter  dates  on  book 
cover  direct ;  the  books  in  thb  last  case  probably 
having  paper  jackets  or  covers. 

Of  the  libraries  which  make  a  simple  charge 
on  the  book  basis,  8  make  use  of  permanent  "  book 
slips "  or  tickets,  with  provision  for  successive 
charges  thereon;  while  67  charge  by  means  of 
temporary  slips  or  tickets  prepared  and  used  for 
the  one  occasion  only. 

Of  the  libraries  which  make  a  simple  charge  on 
the  borrower  basis,  ao  make  use  of  permanent 
"  taker  "  or  "  member  slips,"  or  tickets  with  pro- 
vision for  successive  entries  thereon ;  while  49 
charge  by  means  of  temporary  slips  or  tickets 
prepared  and  used  for  the  oife  occasion  only. 

Of  the  X16  libraries  using  temporary  charging 
slips  for  account  with  book  or  taker  respectively, 
45  do  so  by  means  of  retaining  a  form  or  slip, 
(usually  in  the  nature  of  a  call  list),  filled  out  by 
the  borrower;  so  that  he  or  she  is  thus  required 
to  cooperate  in  making  the  record.  This  results 
in  what  is  really  an  expensive  way  of  charging 
loans;  and  has  the  added  objection  of  causing 
considerable  labor  and  loss  of  time  upon  the  part 
of  the  borrower,  while  practically  it  does  very 
little  towards  aiding  those  behind  the  counter  in 
either  speed  or  accuracy.  On  the  other  hand,  71 
libraries  which  use  temporary  charging  slips  (as 
well  as  the  a8  libraries  which  employ  permanent 
ones),  have  all  their  charges  made  by  the  library 
attendants,  and  do  not  require  the  borrower  to 
contribute  in  that  respect. 
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As  regards  accounts  kept  by  means  of  a  regular 
ledger  or  record  book,  36  are  reported ;  of  which 
XI  are  in  "  F.  P.,"  9  in  "  L.,"  la  in  "  A.,"  and  4  in 
"  S."  libraries.  In  such  ledgers  the  accounts,  as  a 
rule,  are  with  the  borrowers  merely.  In  5  libra- 
ries, however,  the  charge  is  made  at  the  time  of 
issue  on  a  ticket  or  slip ;  which  latter,  after  being 
at  due  convenience  posted  to  the  taker's  ledger 
account,  is  left  at  liberty  to  be  arranged  in  order 
of  issue  date,  and  thus  gives  a  double-charging 
system,  to  good  advantage.  This  method  works 
very  well  indeed  with  a  limited  constituency,  such 
as  in  an  association  or  college  library. 

In  a  other  libraries  the  charges,  while  first  made 
in  consecutive  order  on  a  day-book,  are  likewise 
posted  to  a  member  ledger ;  and  in  i  library,  from 
day-book  to  both  a  book  ledger  and  a  member 
ledger. 

The  just  limits  at  command  for  a  report  of  this 
nature  have  quite  likely  been  exceeded ;  and  hence 
many  interesting  special  practices  which  have 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  reporter  cannot  now  be 
spoken  of.  So,  too,  any  critical  study  or  com- 
parison of  merits  must  await  other  opportunity. 
For  the  chief  aim  of  the  queries  sent  oat  and  the 
collation  of  the  answers  (so  far  as  made)  has  been 
to  ascertain  as  much  as  possible  regarding  the 
current  practice  of  the  average  libraries  in  con- 
nection with  the  loaning  of  books,  and  allied 
topics  in  library  administration.  And  in  so 
doing,  to  place  on  record  definite  data  for  future 
consideration  thereof  by  such  as  may  be  interested. 

III. 
It  may  be  said  further,  however,  that  during 
the  existence  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation much  has  appeared  in  the  Library 
journal^  and  elsewhere,  upon  this  general 
topic.  Therefore,  in  addition  to  the  items 
and  replies  collated  from  the  Query  circulars, 
as  stated,  the  reporter  appends  a  sort  of 
chronological  list  of  a  goodly  number  of  such 
special  articles  and  discussions ;  adding  some 
brief  notes  of  the  salient  points  of  each  one. 

I.  Poole,  W.  F.  Register  of  books  borrowed. 
{In  **  Organization  and  management  of  public 
libraries.")    U.  S.  Special  Lib.  Report,  1876, 

PP-  499-504- 
[Temporary  slipe  (ax 2%  inches)  headed  with  borrower's 
registration  number,  also  showing  number  of  book  drawn, 
date,  and  initial  of  attendant.  Slips  arranged  in  a  partitioned 
box  or  tray,  in  order  of  borrower's  number ;  each  dayU  issues 
in  a  separate  bundle,  divided  by  movable  date  blocks.] 


2.  Perkins,    F:  B.     [Registration   and    delivery 

service.]     (/n  "  How  to  make  town  libraries 
successful.")      U.    S.   Special    Lib.   Report, 
1876,  pp.  426-427. 
[Dated   page,  day-book  fashion;    ace.  no.  of  book,  and 

daily  issue  no.  given.    Date,  and  same  issue  no.  noted  on 

inside  cover  of  book  also.] 

3.  Same.    [Boston  P.  L.  issue  system.]   (/«  "  Pub- 

lic libraries  of  ten  principal  cities. —  II.")  U.  S. 
Special  Lib.  Report,  1876,  p.  872. 

4.  Whitaker,  A.  E.    [San  Francisco  Mercantile 

L.  book  delivery.]     (/«  "  Public  libraries  of 

ten  principal  cities. —  X.")    U.  S.  Special  Lib. 

Report,  1876,  pp.  998-9. 

[An  octagonal  revolving  wheel  register,  3  feet  in  diameter  by 

3  feet  6  inches  high ;   containing  2,000  holes,  each  %  inch 

wide  by  3  inches  deep.   Adopted  in  1875,  in  lieu  of  two  books 

of  2,500  pp.  each.] 

5.  Dewey,  Melvil.    [Amherst  College  check-box 

book  accounts.]    {/n  "  Catalogs  and  Catalog- 
ing.")   U.  S.  Special  Lib.  Report,  1876,  pp. 
631-2. 
[Blank  slips  5  by  5  cm.   Call  no.  of  book,  name  of  borrower, 

and  date.     Arranged  in  numerical  book-no.  order,  in  check 

boxes  of  100  compartments.] 

6.  Cadwallader,  B.     Record  blanks  [of  books 

loaned,  in  use  by  Evansville  P.  L.].    Lid,  /, 
1:254-5.     (1877.) 
[Permanent  book  check  or  slip,  illustrated.] 

7.  Yates,  James.    The  Leeds  indicator.    Lid,  /, 

1:255-6;  and  443.    (1877.) 
(English   pigeon-hole    "indicator,*'  receiving   borrower's 
card ;  also  daily  check  sheets.] 

8.  [Dewey,  Melvil.  (  ? )  ]    Defacing  books.  Lib,j,y 

1:327.     (1877.) 
[Gunmied  date  slips  attached  inside  of  cover  to  caution 
against  marking,  etc.,  and  show  dates  of  circulation.] 

9.  Vinton,  Fr    Registration  of  books  borrowed. 

{In  "  Hints  for  improved  library  economy, 
drawn  from  usages  at  Princeton.")     Lib,  /., 
2:56.     (1877.) 
[Borrower's  receipt,  in  box  or  drawers,  alfabetised  by  name 
of  borrower.] 

10.  Cutter,  C:  A.  Time  of  loans.  Lib,  /,  3:79. 
(n.  and  q.  20.)    (1878). 

[Boston  Athenaeum  practice ;   7,   14,  and  30  days,  intro- 
duced some  years  previously.] 

11.  Newburgh  (N.  Y.)  Library.  [Charging  sys- 
tem of  a  novel  sort.  (By  C:  Estabrook.  (?).] 
Noted  in  Lib,  >.,  3: 1 1 9.     ( 1 878.) 

[Ledger  accounts  with  borrowers,  supplemented  by  one 
with  books.] 

12.  Jackson,  F:  Systems  of  charging  loans,  and 
an  improved  slip  case.    Lib,j,  3:230.    (1878.) 

[Sloping  check  box  for  14  days,  with  40  sub^ivisiont  to 
each  day.    For  slips  5  by  5  cm.] 
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13.  Dewey,  Melvil.  Delinquent  notices  and 
check  boxes.    Zi*./,  3:370-1.    (1878.) 

[Citing  and  improving  upon  Jackson's  chedc  box,  adding 
colored  slips  with  projections.] 

14.  Same.  [Designating]  sex  in  registration. 
Lib.  J.,  3:31 1 ;  4:174.     (Notes  &  q.)     (1878.) 

[Odd  and  even  numbers,  and  different  colored  ruling  on 
cards,  etc.] 

15.  Same.  Charging  systems:  [4  papers,  etc., 
(1878.)  viz.] 

1.  Principles  underlying.     Lib.  /.,  3:217-220. 

2.  Accounts  with  borrowers.     Z«^./,  3:252-5. 

3.  Accounts  with  books.    Lib.j.^  3:285-8. 

4.  Combined  plan  and  various  details.    Lib.j.^ 

3-359-365- 
[Note.]    Book  and  reader  accounts.     Lib.j.^ 

4J131. 

16.  Winsor,  Justin.     The  charging   system    at 

Harvard.    Lih.j.,  3:338.    (1878.) 
[Call  slips  for  delivery;  posted  at  leisure  to    individual 
ledger  accounts.] 

17.  Cutter,  C:  A.  Another  charging  plan  [and] 
Mr.  Cutter's  charging  system.  Lib.  /,  4:17  ; 
and  445.    (1879.) 

[A  double  durging :  manilla  book  slip,  signed  by  borrower 
and  kept  in  class  order ;  white  bo<dc  slips,  kept  in  order  of 
takers.  Manilla  cards  began  Jan.,  1879;  use  of  white  cards 
added  later.]  ^ 

18.  Walker,  R.  C.  A  library  recorder.  Lib.j., 
4:203;  and  375.    (1879.) 

[English  "  indicator,"  in  a  primitive  form.] 

19.  Cotgreave,  A.  Library  indicators  vs.  book- 
keeping.   Z*J./,  5:51.    (1879.) 

[Extract  from  pamphlet  describing  Cotgreave's  Indicator- 
book ;  " indicator '*  and  "  book  register**  combined.] 

20.  SchwarU,  Jacob.  A  "combined"  charging 
system.    Zi^./,  4:275-7.    (1879.) 

[Taker's  card  kept  at  library ;  date  slip  in  book,  etc.] 

21.  Estabrook,  C^  Schwartz,  J.,  and  Dewey, 
M.  More  about  charging  systems.  Lib.  j.^ 
5:72-5.    (1879-) 

[Evansville  and  Newburgh,  etc.,  charging  methods.] 

22.  Poster,  W:  E.  New  charging  system  [at 
Providence  P.  L.].    Lib.  J.,  5:320.    (1880.) 

[Double-charging  method;  modification  of  Cutter's,  of 
1879.] 

23.  Dewey,  Melvil.  Slip  indicator  [at  Boston 
P.  L.].    Lib.  J.,  5:32a    (1880.) 

[Check  box  of  books  "  o«t,"  etc.] 

24.  Mann,  B.  Pickman.  Library  fines.  Lib.  /,  4: 
441-2.    (1879.) 

[Plus  brief  comments  by  Cutter,  Dewey,  and  Bowker.   ■ 

25.  Massey,  A.  P.  Colored  cards  [for  recording 
loans].     ^lA/,  6:34.     (Notes  &  q.)     (1881.) 


26.  Chamberlain,  i?^.  L.  T.  [Charging  methods] 
for  Sunday-school  libraries.  Lib.  /,  6:159. 
(1881.)    (From  S.  S.  Times.) 

[Pigeon  holes  for  each  book ;  taker's  tag  to  hang  over  the 
empty  place  of  book  out.] 

27.  [Shute'8  Time-saving  record  for]  the  Sunday- 
school  library.  Z/A/,  6:288.  (1881.)  (From 
S.  S.  Times.) 

[Ledger  having  a  composite  number  list  printed  to  each 
account  for  check  marking.] 

28.  Schwartz,  J.,  and  Cutter,  C:  A.  Scraps  of 
script.    Lib.j.,T'(^    (1882.) 

[Respecting    merits    of   call    lists    by  numbers,  or    by 
names  of  books,  etc] 

29.  Linderfelt,  K.  A:  Charging  systems.  [A.  L. 
A.  paper, —  ist  report  on.]  Lib.  /,  7: 178-182. 
(1882.) 

[Milwaukee  donble<harging  method  described  in  detail.] 

30.  Kite,  W:  Book  registry  [for  a  small  library]. 
Ub.  /,  8:40.    (Notes  &  q.)     (1883.) 

[Taker  ledger  (Borrower   v$.   book),   and  book   ledger 
(Book  vt.  borrower);  with  cross  entries.] 

31.  Perkins,  F:  6.    Charging-card  rack.    Lib.  j.^ 

10:63.    (Notes  &  q.)     ( 1885.) 
[lUust.    To  insure  serving  tatkers  in  order  of  coming.] 

32.  Cutter,  C:  A.  Inconvenience  of  library  cards. 
(Editorial.)    Ub.j.,  I0-.48.    (1883.) 

[Commenting  vs.  new  practice  at  Phil.  Mercantile  L.,  per 
extracts  from  its  annual  report  in  L.j.^  10:57.] 

33.  Stetson,  W.  K.  Charging  [by  day-books]. 
Lib. J.,  IU121.    (Notes.)    (1886.) 

[Consecutive  entries  in  a  daily  register.] 

34.  Arnold,  G:  U.  Charging  by  day-book.  Lib. 
/,  11:167.    (Notes.)    (1886.) 

[OMumenting   on    Stetson's   plan   of  daily  register,  and 
recommending  it  for  larger  circulation  than  first  named.] 

35.  Little,  G:  T.  A  charging  system  for  small 
libraries.  [A.  L.  A.  paper.]  Z#*./,  11:212-3. 
(1886.) 

[Putting  on  shelves  for  eadi  book  loaned  a  wooden  dummy 
showing  name  of  borrower.] 

36.  Lamed,  J.  N.  Some  new  devices  and 
arrangements.    Lib.j.^  11:295.    (1886.) 

[Double-entry  card  scheme  for  charging  and  self-dating.] 

37.  Restricted  reference  books.  [Columbia  Col- 
lege Library  issue  slips  for.]  Ub.  notes,  2:216. 
(Dec,  1887.) 

[Form  illust.  and  commented  dpon.] 

38.  Dated  book-marks.  (H.  C.  Bolton.)  Lib. 
noUs,  2:216.    (Dec,  1887.) 

[Form  illust.  and  commented  upon.] 

39.  Peck,  A.  L.  Charging  by  means  of  baggage 
checks.    Lib.j.,  13:315.     (1888.) 

[Pins  amd checks  for  borrowers,  and  same  for  books;  cross 
^change  of  checks  to  the  respective  pins.] 
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THE    LIBRARY  IN   ITS    RELATIONS    TO   PERSONS   ENGAGED   IN    IN" 

DUSTRIAL  PURSUITS. 

BY  SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN,  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY,  WORCESTER,  MASS. 


A  T  the  meetiDg  of  this  association  which 
was  held  at  Lake  George,  a  report  was 
made  on  the  School  of  Library  Economy, 
which  it  was  then  proposed  to  establish,  and 
which  has  now  been  in  existence  for  three 
years,  in  which  the  writer,  addressing  the 
librarians  present  at  the  conference,  said: 
"  We  shall  most  of  us  agree,  probably,  that  the 
most  important  departments  of  college  instruc- 
tion for  us  were  (and  are)  the  courses  in  lan- 
guage, literature,  and  history." 

This  remark  seems  to  indicate  inadequacy 
of  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  work  that 
a  librarian  may  do  in  aiding  persons  engaged 
in  mechanical  and  other  industrial  pursuits. 
Knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  natural 
sciences  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  a 
librarian  who  is  to  become  a  guide  and  teacher 
in  a  town  which  thrives  because  of  its  indus- 
tries or  in  which  a  technical  turn  is  given  to  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  education  imparted 
in  the  place. 

My  tastes  lead  me  to  the  study  of  history 
and  the  philosophical  explanations  of  social, 
moral,  and  religious  phenomena. 

My  duties  as  a  librarian  require  me  to  serve 
persons  interested,  largely,  in  the  principles 
and  applications  of  mechanics  and  other  sub- 
jects of  inquiry  belonging  to  the  province  of 
natural  philosophy,  chemistry,  and  other  physi- 
ical  sciences. 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  San  Francisco,  shows  that 
he  feels  the  importance  of  this  part  of  the 
work  of  a  librarian.  In  speaking  of  the  func- 
tions of  a  popular  library,  he  writes  :  "Its 
first  object  is  to  supply  books  to  persons  wish- 
ing to  improve  their  knowledge  of  their  occu- 
pations, etc."  He  states,  furthermore,  that 
books  of  that  kind  "  are  constantly  and  eagerly 
used  "  in  the  Public  Library  of  San  Francisco, 
of  which  he  was  recently  the  Librarian. 

Miss  Hewins,  of  Hartford,  writes,  in  regard 
to  the  selection  of  books  to  be  placed  in  small 
libraries:      "The    books    which    you     buy 


should  depend,  like  your  catalogue,  on  your 
class  of  readers.  A  library  in  a  village  where 
there  are  farms  and  gardens  should  have  the 
latest  and  best  books  upon  farming,  garden- 
ing, the  care  of  cattle  and  poultry,  and  several 
agricultural  and  horticultural  papers  and  mag- 
azines, that  may  be  allowed  to  circulate  after 
they  are  bound.  ...  A  town  with  telephones, 
electric  lights,  machine-shops,  and  manufacto- 
ries, where  many  young  men  of  intelligence 
are  electrical  engineers,  machinists,  and 
draughtsmen,  needs  all  the  newest  books  that 
it  can  afford  to  buy  on  electricity,  applied 
mechanics,  antl  mechanical  drawing.  We  find 
in  Hartford  a  steadily  increasing  demand  for 
books  of  these  classes." 

Samuel  Smiles,  in  his  work  entitled,  "  Lives 
of  the  Engineers,"  undertakes  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  some  of  the  principal  men  who  were 
influential  in  enlarging  the  internal  resources 
of  England.  In  speaking  of  the  subjects  of 
his  biographies,  he  writes  :  "In  one  case  the 
object  of  interest  is  a  captain,  like  Perry ;  a 
wheelwright,  like  Brindley;  an  attorney's 
clerk,  like  Telford;  or  an  engine  brakeman, 
like  Stephenson." 

After  reading  such  a  passage  as  this,  a 
superficial  man  will  not  improbably  draw  the 
hasty  inference  that  the  self-reliance  and  men- 
tal vigor  which  are  needed  in  solving  the  great 
problems  that  present  themselves  to  practical 
men  are  either  inborn  or  the  result  of  the  disci- 
pline alone  of  poverty  and  neglect. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  however,  by  thought- 
ful men  that  Brindley  and  Stephenson,  how- 
ever admirable  was  the  work  which  they  did, 
would  have  worked  easier  and  accomplished 
more  if  they  had  had  a  good  preparatory  edu- 
cation and  access  to  books  in  which  the  expe- 
riences and  achievements  of  other  practical 
men  are  recorded. 

The  natural  intellectual  vigor  of  the  self- 
taught  man  is  reinforced  and  becomes  more 
wisely  and  prolifically  productive  when  his 
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own  experience  h^  been  enlarged  and  en- 
lightened by  feeding  upon  the  experiences  of 
other  men  as  they  are  found  set  forth  in  books. 
He  gains  by  learning  of  the  experiments  which 
have  led  to  their  successes,  and  equally  by 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  mistakes  which 
have  resulted  in  failure. 

Self-made  men  are  generally  conscious  of 
their  deficiencies  and  of  the  disadvantages 
under  which  they  have  labored,  and  anxious  to 
have  their  children  well  educated  and  given 
access  to  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  which 
have  crystallized  in  the  form  of  literature. 
"  Certainly,"  writes  Mr.  Andrew  McFarland 
Davis,  "  so  far  as  Stephenson  was  concerned, 
we  know  that  he  was  painfully  conscious  of 
the  impediment  which  the  lack  of  education 
proved  to  his  progress  in  life,  and  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability  he  sought  ^to  overcome 
the  same  in  the  career  of  his  son  Robert,  by 
furnishing  him  with  an  education  at  the 
Edinburgh  University. 

The  methods  employed  by  the  latter  in 
after  life,  in  the  construction  of  the  Brittania 
Tubular  Bridge,  were  so  thoroughly  scientific, 
they  were  so  distinctly  in  accord  with  what 
we  expect  from  an  educated  mind,  there 
was  so  little  left  to  chance,  and  so  much  of 
the  debatable  ground  was  explored  in 
advance,  that  they  furnish  an  admirable  illus- 
tration of  the  ways  of  modern  science,  and 
refute  the  idea  that  culture  crushes  ingenuity 
and  perseverance. 

The  problem  laid  before  Robert  Stephen- 
son was  this:  The  Island  of  Anglesey  is 
separated  from  Wales  by  a  navigable  strait, 
through  which  each  day  tides  violently  race, 
rising  and  falling  to  the  height  of  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  feet.  A  railway  bridge  was  to 
be  constructed  here,  high  enough  above  the 
water  to  enable  vessels  to  pass  beneath,  and 
which  should  not  interfere  with  navigation 
while  being  erected.  The  proposition  to  use 
a  suspension  bridge  was  not  approved.  A 
cast-iron  arch  had  been  suggested ;  but,  if  there 
had  been  no  other  objection,  the  interference 
of  the  centering  with  the  navigation  of  the 
straits  was  necessarily  fatal  to  its  adoption. 
The  novel  idea  of  an  iron  tube  was  suggested, 
and  a  series  of  experiments  were  begun  to 


determine  the  breaking  weight  of  such  a  struct- 
ure, the  proper  distribution  of  materials  to 
resist  the  strains  of  compression  on  top,  and 
the  tensile  strains  on  the  bottom,  and  what 
would  be  the  best  section  —  whether  circular, 
elliptical,  or  rectangular.  Tubes  of  various 
shapes  were  subjected  to  breaking  strains, 
and  the  results  of  the  experiments  were 
accepted,  even  where  they  dispelled  the  theo- 
ries of  the  experimenters. 

Finally  a  miniature  tube  was  constructed, 
similar  in  proportion,  section,  and  distribution 
of  material  to  the  one  which  the  results  of  the 
experiments  had  led  them  to  adopt.  When  it 
was  seen  that  this  fully  withstood  the  tests  to 
which  it  was  submitted,  it  was  determined  to 
proceed  with  the  work.  A  suitable  spot  was 
selected  on  the  Caernarvon  shore,  where  the 
tubes  which  were  to  span  the  water  were  con- 
structed. When  completed  they  were  floated 
on  pontoons  to  the  recesses  in  the  piers  pre- 
pared for  them,  and  were  raised  by  hydraulic 
power  to  the  proper  height.  Masonry  was 
carried  up  beneath  them  as  they  were  raised, 
and  the  task  was  accomplished  of  making  a 
railway  bridge  under  the  peculiar  restraints 
imposed. 

At  every  step  during  all  these  proceedings, 
records  were  kept  of  each  experiment,  and  of 
the  effect  of  the  wind  and  weather  upon  the 
structure  —  thus  adding  a  vast  amount  of  val- 
uable information  to  the  scientific  records  of 
the  age. 

All  this  is  essentially  different  from  the 
expensive  experiments  in  practice  of  Edwards, 
the  stone  mason,  known  as  the  bridge  builder, 
who,  in  working  out  the  problem  of  spanning 
the  river  Taff,  in  Wales,  in  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  saw  two  of  his  bridges  totally 
destroyed,  before  he  conquered  all  the  difficul- 
ties in  his  way  and  succeeded  in  building  the 
bridge  which  still  stands  as  a  monument  to 
his  genius  and  perseverance.  It  is  radically 
different  from  the  sublime  faith  in  himself, 
with  which  Brindley  met  the  sneers  of  those 
who  scoffed  at  his  projects ;  but  not  every 
man  who  believes  in  himself  can  hope  for  the 
success  of  a  Brindley,  nor  would  his  suc<iess, 
or  that  of  Edwards,  have  been  less  real  if  it 
had  been   less  experimental  —  if,  instead  of 
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being  based  upon  practice,  it  had  been  founded 
on  instruction." 

Why  introduce  here  a  defence  of  the  value 
of  training  in  schools,  and  of  book  learning  to 
men  engaged  in  industrial  pursuits  ?  Is  it 
likely  that  librarians  need  to  study  the  lesson 
which  is  taught  in  the  narrative  which  has  just 
been  given  ?  Perhaps  it  is  not  likely.  Still,  I 
have  known  librarians,  who,  having  engaged 
in  the  occupation  to  which  they  belonged 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  earning  a  livelihood, 
had  no  living  faith  in  the  value  of  learning  to 
be  had  from  books  in  the  conduct  of  practical 
affairs. 

At  any  rate  librarians  are  frequently  brought 
into  contact  with  successful  men  of  affairs 
whom  it  is  advantageous  to  convince  that 
book  knowledge  is  of  every-day  service  in 
common  pursuits;  and  success  in  making 
friends  for  a  library,  and  in  causing  it  to  do  a 
good  work  in  the  community,  often  depends 
largely  upon  the  power  to  show  that  practical 
benefits  attend  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 
The  size  of  the  annual  municipal  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  an  institution  is  sometimes 
dependent  on  the  ability  of  its  officers  to 
demonstrate  that  the  privilege  of  a  free  use 
of  a  large  collection  of  books  treating  of  scien- 
tific and  technical  subjects  adds  to  the  mate- 
rial prosperity  of  a  town  or  city. 

The  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  of 
Cincinnati,  in  an  annual  report  which  was 
made  by  him  a  few  years  ago,  wrote  as 
follows :  — 

*'  It  is  seldom  that  we  can  measure  in  dol- 
lars and  cents  the  usefulness  of  an  institution 
whose  benefits  silently  permeate  the  whole 
community,  but  occasionally  an  illustration 
presents  itself.  I  am  authorized  by  Judge  M. 
W.  Oliver  and  E.  W.  Kittridge,  Esq.,  to  state 
that  the  information  derived  from  three  vol- 
umes in  the  library,  which  could  not  have  been 
obtained  elsewhere  at  the  time,  saved  the 
people  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  contract  with  the 
Gas  Company,  at  least  $33,500  annually  for 
the  next  ten  years. 

How  much  more  of  the  reduction  of  the 
price  of  gas  was  due  to  these  books,  cannot  be 
certamly  known. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  7  cents  per 


1,000  feet  reduction  was  due  to  the    assis- 
tance rendered  by  these  books. 

This  one  item  is  alone  more  than  one-half 
the  annual  cost  of  the  library,  and  is  nearly 
equal  to  the  amount  paid  by  the  Board  of 
Education  from  the  general  educational  fund 
for  library  purposes." 

The  firm  of  Norcross  Brothers  stands  high 
on  the  list  of  contractors  and  builders. 
Trinity  Church  in  Boston,  some  of  the  finest 
buildings  belonging  to  Harvard  College,  many 
costly  edifices  in  New  York  City  and  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  States,  have  been  erected  by 
it.  It  has  put  up  two  large  buildings  in  St. 
Louis.  The  late  distinguished  architect, 
Henry  H.  Richardson,  always  preferred  to 
have  his  plans  carried  out  by  this  firm. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Norcross,  the  leading  spirit  in 
this  concern,  told  me  a  few  years  ago  that  he 
had  for  a  long  time  been  a  constant  reader  of 
books  and  papers  which  treat  of  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  branches  of  business  in  which 
he  is  engaged.  He  added  that  if  he  had  had 
any  success  in  his  chosen  avocation,  and  that 
success  had  certainly  been  very  great,  it  was 
owing  to  the  practice  of  keeping  himself 
acquainted  with  the  literature  of  his  occupa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Norcross's  home  is  in  Worcester.  He 
wrote  in  1880  in  regard  to  the  Public  Library 
there :  "  The '  reading  and  library  facilities 
which  it  gives  are  of  great  value,  and  have  in 
my  own  case  been  of  great  assistance  in  my 
business.  As  a  matter  touching  the  value  of 
a  good  library  and  its  being  appreciated,  I  will 
say  that  when  we  have  taken  men  from  Wor- 
cester and  Boston  to  work  in  other  places 
there  has  been  a  general  complaint  of  the 
want  of  good  reading  and  library  facilities." 

A  large  manufacturer  in  the  same  city  wrote 
at  the  same  time  respecting  his  workmen: 
"  Our  superintendent  informs  me  that  hun- 
dreds of  our  employes  make  very  free  use  of 
the  library,  gaining  therefrom  much  of  good 
to  themselves,  and,  in  some  special  cases, 
obtaining  from  it  information  of  great  value  to 
us  in  our  business." 

Mr.  Morgan,  lately  the  active  manager  of 
the  great  Washburn  &  Moen  Manufacturing 
Company,  said  of  the  library :    "It  has  been 
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of  great  benefit  to  young  men  of  my  acquaint- 
ance (and  under  my  direction) ;  to  me  in  my 
work  it  has  been  of  much  advantage." 

A  manufacturer  of  chemicals,  who  had  often 
used  the  library,  wrote  in  1880:  "In  the 
Green  Library  I  have  seen  mechanics  and 
artisans  perusing,  not  current  literature  or  pic- 
torials, but  scientific  journals.  I  have  seen 
hundreds  of  the  pupils  of  our  public  and  pri- 
vate schools  busily  at  work  with  books  of  ref- 
erence add  other  works,  to  help  them  in  their 
compositions  and  other  duties.  I  have  seen 
manufacturers  searching  after  works  on  in- 
dustrial arts,  to  help  them  in  something  per- 
taining to  their  business.  I  have  seen  young 
men  of  the  poorer  classes  reading  magazines 
and  current  literature  which  they  could  not 
a£Ford  to  buy.  I  have  been  surprised  to  find 
that  certain  works  which  I  have  called  for 
were  '  out,*  as  I  had  supposed  they  would  not 
be  much  rea'd,  and  also  surprised  to  find  them 
well  thumbed,  when  I  did  get  hold  of  them." 

A  chair  manufacturer,  who  did  a  large  busi- 
ness, said :  "It  has  been  a  great  convenience 
to  me  that  I  could  step  into  the  Green  Library 
and  have  the  various  patent  office  reports  and 
books  on  French  designing  put  quickly  before 
me." 

If  all  the  owners,  officers,  foremen,  and  jour- 
neymen of  a  great  machine  shop  or  large  man- 
ufacturing establishment  were  to  make  a  con- 
stant use  of  books  and  papers  which  give  the 
latest  information  in  the  departments  of  natu- 
ral science  and  the  useful  arts,  it  is  evident 
that  the  work  which  they  have  to  do  would 
be  done  with  greatly  increased  intelligence, 
and  that  knowledge  would  be  gained  which 
would  lead  to  advantageous  changes  in  pro- 
cesses and  to  the  introduction  of  improved 
tools  and  machinery,  as  well  as  to  the  manu- 
facture of  new  articles  of  commerce. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  persons 
connected  with  industrial  occupations  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  using  li- 
braries freely,  although  the  object  be  that  of 
gaining  knowledge  that  would  be  useful  to 
them  in  their  daily  pursuits.  Still,  many  will 
do  so,  and  gratefully  make  a  constant  use  of 
libraries. 

When  well-supplied  repositories   of  books 


and  papers  relating  to  the  arts  of  life  are 
thrown  open  to  the  public,  such  persons  use 
them  as  have  the  capacity  and  inclination  to 
do  so,  and  it  will  generally  be  found  that  the 
number  of  those  who  are  ready  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunities  offered  is  very 
considerable. 

Sow  knowledge  broadcast  through  libraries, 
and,  as  in  the  case  of  public  schools,  a  rich 
harvest  will  follow. 

The  Free  Public  Library  in  Worcester  has 
had  a  somewhat  fruitful  experience  in  the 
province  of  aiding  workmen  and  other  persons 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits  or  interested 
in  such  matters. 

I  do  not  see  how  I  can  better  show  what 
kind  of  work  in  this  direction  is  practicable, 
and  point  out  the  way  in  which  it  can  be  done, 
than  by  describing  at  some  length  the  opera- 
tion of  plans  in  use  in  that  institution.  With- 
out apology,  therefore,  I  shall  proceed  to  in- 
stance numerous  cases  in  which  aid  has  been 
given  there,  and  to  show  how  it  has  been  af- 
forded. 

Here  follow  questions  and  answers  as 
asked  and  given  in  that  library.  I  bespeak 
your  patience  during  a  somewhat  tedious 
enumeration. 

"What  are  the  methods  of  testing  the 
amount  of  heat  produced  in  the  consumption 
of  different  kinds  of  fuel }  "  The  Librarian 
consults  the  catalogue,  and  goes  to  the  shelves 
which  contain  books  that  are  likely  to  give  the 
information  desired,  and,  after  a  search  of  a 
few  minutes,  hands  the  inquirer  a  volume  of 
"  Percy's  Metallurgy." 

The  amount  of  the  resistance  of  the  air  to 
the  passage  of  projectiles  is  shown  by  refer- 
ence to  "  Benton's  Ordnance  and  Gunnery." 

For  the  processes  in  use  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  floor  or  oil  cloth,  reference  is  made  to 
"  Tomlinson's  Encyclopaedia  of  Useful  Arts," 
and  to  "  lire's  Dictionary,"  in  which  places 
the  knowledge  sought  for  is  found. 

Late  reports  are  furnished  to  show  what 
results  have  been  reached  after  the  experi- 
ments made  respecting  the  utilization  of 
sewage  at  Croydon,  Leamington,  etc.,  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  City  Solicitor  desires  to  see  volumes 
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issued  by  the  British  Government  which  con- 
tain the  evidence  taken  by  a  commission 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  same  subject. 
The  City  Engineer  wishes  to  consult,  at 
another  time,  the  reports  of  the  doings  of 
commissioners  appointed  in  Great  Britain  to 
consider  the  subject  of  the  Pollution  of 
Streams.  An  order  is  sent  to  our  London 
agents  for  sets  of  both  the  series  of  public 
documents. 

Books  on  sanitary  engineering  and  copies  • 
of  regulations  in  use  in  other  cities  respecting 
kinds  of  plumbing  which  may  be  allowed  are 
supplied  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  Board  of 
Health. 

An  inquirer  wishes  for  a  late  word  concern- 
ing a  gelatine  process,  known  as  the  dry-plate 
process,  in  use  among  photographers.  A 
recent  work  on  practical  photography  is 
handed  to  the  applicant  for  information  and, 
by  means  of  indexes,  articles  are  found,  for 
him,  treating  of  the  subject,  in  the  ScUnx 
tific  American^  and  the  Supplement  to  that 
paper. 

Amateur  photographers  call  for  books  to 
give  them  aid,  and  men  whose  business  it  is 
to  take  sun  pictures  examine  regularly  the 
numbers  of  current  periodicals  containing 
technical  information,  and  ask  for  new  books 
which  will  explain  to  them  improved  methods 
that  are  coming  into  vogue  for  doing  work  in 
which  they  are  interested. 

"What  coloring  matters  will  dissolve  in 
benzine  and  naphtha  without  a  precipitate  ?  ^' 
asks  an  artisan.  Books  of  receipts  are  given 
to  him  which  contain  the  answer  to  his 
question. 

"  Wood  &  Bache's  Dispensatory  "  is  handed 
to  an  inquirer  to  show  him  how  essence  of  . 
lemon,  extract  of  ginger,  essence  of  pepper- 
mint and  paregoric  are  made. 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  an 
unfailing  interest  in  the  community  to  learn 
regarding  the  latest  discoveries  and  inventions 
in  respect  to  electric  lighting  and  telephonic 
communication,  and  students  have  been  re- 
ferred frequently  to  recently  published  books 
and  to  periodicals  of  general  scientific  value, 
or  such  as  are  devoted  to  the  description  of 
instruments   and   the  exposition  of  processes 


used  in  the  applications  of  the  force  of  elec- 
tricity to  practical  affairs. 

"  How  is  vinegar  adulterated  1 " 

"  How  are  fireworks  manufactured  ?  " 

"  Please  give  me  an  analytical  chemistry." 
"  I  should  like  a  good  account  of  earth  oils." 

A  recent  description  of  the  dynamometer 
is  desired.  "  Knighfs  Mechanical  Diction- 
ary" gives  it. 

An  apparatus  for  drying  crystals  is  wanted, 
and  a  number  of  the  Supplement  to  the 
Scientific  American  gives  an  account  of  one. 

An  analysis  of  certain  materials  used  in 
dyeing  is  called  for.  Some  information  on  the 
subject  is  given,  and  it  is  found  that  the  ques- 
tion would  probably  be  perfectly  answered  by 
statements  in  a  book  not  in  the  library.  The 
inquirer  can  wait  for  the  book  to  be  imported, 
and  the  librarian  sends  to  London  for  it.  Had 
the  applicant  been  desirous  of  having  an 
answer  to  his  question  at  once,  the  librarian 
would  have  tried  to  borrow  the  book  desired 
from  some  other  library. 

A  treatise  on  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric 
acid  is  asked  for. 

Recent  works  on  electro-plating  are  wanted. 

"  Please  give  me  a  book  to  describe  the  art 
of  tea-blending,  and  the  chemistry  of  tea  and 
coffee." 

"  What  is  telpherage  ?  " 

"  Can  you  help  me  to  find  a  work  that  will 
explain  to  me  the  processes  by  which  explo- 
sives, such  as  gun-powder,  gun-cotton,  etc., 
are  prepared  ?  " 

A  treatise  on  the  manufacture  of  steel  is 
desired  by  a  man  who  is  employed  in  the 
office  of  a  large  iron-working  establishment. 

An  account  of  aniline  dyes  is  sought  for. 

The  value  of  different  kinds  of  oil  as  lubri- 
cants is  to  be  estimated. 

"  What  is  the  latest  word  of  science  regard- 
ing the  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  human  sys- 
tem ?  "  The  inquirer,  being  a  man  who  is  in 
the  habit  of  using  books,  is  referred  to  "  Poole's 
Index,"  the  "  Index  Medicus,"  and  other  in- 
dexes, and  has  placed  before  him  the  standard 
works  on  the  subject,  and  is  left  to  make  his 
own  investigations. 

The  proprietors  of  a  large  manufacturing 
establishment,  wishing  to  advertise  by  issuing 
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a  little  volume  that  would  be  prized  by  persons 
whom  they  desired  for  customers,  and,  sus- 
pecting, too,  that  many  facts  might  be  un- 
earthed which  they  would  themselves  find  it 
useful  to  know,  employed  a  literary  worker 
to  make  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  vol- 
umes in  sets  of  periodicals  and  of  treatises 
that  would  probably  contain  information  that 
they  would  wish  to  render  accessible  to  them- 
selves and  others. 

The  gentleman  engaged  spent  months  in 
doing  this  work,  and  the  notes  which  he 
made  were  printed  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
pany. The  same  investigator  keeps  on  the 
lookout  to  see  whether  new  matter  of  value 
to  his  employers  may  not  be  found  in  current 
numbers  of  scientific  periodicals  and  in  tech- 
nical works  newly  published. 

Books  which  teach  the  elements  of  mechan- 
ical drawing  and  works  on  the  same  subject 
for  advanced  students  are  constantly*  in 
demand. 

"  What  kind  of  acid  should  I  use  in  etching 
on  glass  and  on  stone?"  A  treatise  and  a 
book  of  receipts  is  given  to  the  inquirer. 

A  young  man  is  supplied  with  a  volume 
which  gives  explanations  respecting  modeling 
in  clay. 

Inquiry  is  made  in  regard  to  the  situation 
and  characteristics  of  the  principal  schools  in 
Europe  in  which  instruction  is  given  in  archi- 
tecture. 

"  How  shall  I  draw  a  Moorish  arch  ?  "  asks 
a  young  designer  who  has  been  instructed  to 
introduce  one  into  plans  for  a  fireplace. 

"  Please  show  me  representations  of  the 
leaf  of  the  black-walnut  tree  to  use  in  carving 
furniture." 

Another  wood-carver  has  books  given  to 
him  to  show  styles  of  ornamentation  that  were 
in  use  in  the  period  of  the  renaissance.  Sev- 
eral volumes  are  placed  before  him,  and  he 
takes  their  titles,  in  order  that  he  may  call  for 
them  from  time  to  time.  The  same  inquirer 
often  asks  for  illustrations  of  the  carving  in 
vogue  in  other  epochs  and  in  different  coun- 
tries. 

Another  man  whose  business  it  is  to  make 
nice  furniture  asks  frequently  for  designs  of 
chairs,    tables,  cabinets,  and  altars.     Such 


works  as  the  Journal  de  menuiserie  and  the 
productions  of  Unge witter  and  Talbert  are 
much  used  by  him. 

A  young  man  finds  that  he  has  the  knack  of 
modeling  faces  and  images.  He  comes  to 
you  constantly  during  several  years  to  exam- 
ine engravings  and  representations  of  different 
objects  of  art  or  in  nature,  and  you  find  him 
gradually  acquiring  a  considerable  local  rep- 
utation as  a  sculptor. 

A  scene-painter  comes  to  you  to  look  at 
specimens  of  exterior  and  interior  architecture 
in  the  middle  ages,  with  the  object  of  getting 
suggestions  to  use  in  preparing  scenery  for 
the  stage. 

**^  Mow  can  I  make  plaster  casts  ?  " 

"  Show  me,  if  you  please,  specimens  of  or- 
namental work  in  metals." 

Plans,  elevations,  and  specifications  of 
houses  are  in  constant  demand.  Designs  for 
low-priced  houses  are  particularly  desired. 

Sometimes  young  men  are  at  work  in  the 
upper  rooms  of  the  library  building,  copying 
from  works  that  contain  detailed  drawings  of 
machinery,  such  as  the  volumes  of  Engineer- 
ing ox  an  elaborate  publication  filled  with  illus- 
trations of  Corliss  engines. 

They  are  obliged  to  work  in  the  building 
because  they  need  the  use  of  books  which, 
owing  to  legal  restrictions,  cannot  be  removed 
from  the  premises. 

Works  on  household  art  and  interior  deco- 
ration are  continually  in  use. 

A  householder  who  is  fitting  up  a  room,  or 
a  gentleman  who  is  building  a  new  house, 
brings  a  painter  with  him  to  the  library,  and 
together  they  decide  upon  the  style  of  orna- 
mentation to  be  employed,  or  the  painter 
comes  by  himself  to  obtain  useful  suggestions. 
French  and  German  publications  are  much 
used  in  aiding  persons  seeking  information  of 
this  kind. 

Students  from  the  Polytechnic  Institute  call 
frequently  for  books  of  alphabets  and  borders 
and  comers  to  use  in  finishing  drawings. 

A  marble  and  stone  worker  asks  for  repre- 
sentations of  monuments  and  memorial  tab- 
lets, and  is  shown  French  and  German  folios 
which  have  been  published  for  the  use  of 
workmen  in  those  materials. 
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"  What  is  the  cost  of  production  by  horse- 
power, as  compared  with  that  of  steam-power  ?  " 
inquires  an  investigator.  "  Rigg's  Practical 
Treatise  on  the  Steam-Engine  "  contains  the 
answer  to  his  question. 

Valuable  aid  is  given,  partially  in  the  form 
of  tabulated  statements,  regarding  compressed 
air. 

"  In  what  articles  of  food  is  there  the  great- 
est percentage  of  nutriment  ?  " 

Inquiry  is  made  as  to  the  place  in  which 
a  specified  decision  of  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  recently  rendered, 
may  be  found.  Late  numbers  of  the  Official 
Gazette  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office  are 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  inquirer. 

Information  is  wanted  regarding  the  prep- 
arations of  caoutchouc,  in  use  in  dentistry.  A 
man  wishing  to  know  how  India  rubber  is  dyed 
pink,  has  a  volume  of  the  work*known  as 
"  British  Industries  "  given  to  him. 

"  Please  give  me  the  best  book  you  have 
treating  of  the  subject  of  trout  culture." 

The  prices  of  certain  French,  German,  and 
Italian  mathematical  works  are  sought  for. 

A  history  of  steam  navigation  is  desired. 
Preble's  is  furnished  to  the  inquirer. 

Statistics  and  methods  regarding  the  culti- 
vation of  oysters  are  asked  for,  and  found  in 
one  of  the  treatises  contained  in  the  volumes 
in  which  the  observations  and  investigations 
of  specialists  employed  by  the  United  States 
in  taking  the  last  census  are  recorded. 

A  man  who  is  going  West  calls  for  a  book 
that  describes  sheep-farming  and  the  different 
breeds  of  sheep. 

The  process  of  making  ensilage  is.  asked 
for. 

A  hand-book  is  desired  by  a  tuner  of 
pianos.  An  organ  builder  wishes  to  see  a 
recently  published  elaborate  work  on  organ 
cases. 

"What  legislation  has  there  been  in  the 
United  States  and  the  different  States  regard- 
ing fences?"  The  question  is  easily  an- 
swered by  reference  to  codified  statutes  and 
annual  supplementary  volumes. 

"Please  show  me  the  last  tariff  bill  that 
has  been  enacted,  with  whatever  amendments 
have  been  made  to  it." 


The  reports  of  the  Patent  Office  Commis- 
sioner, which  contain  specifications  and  draw- 
ings of  patents,  are  used  every  day. 

"  What  are  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Massachusetts  relating  to  the  use  of 
steam  carriages  on  common  roads?"  The 
answer  to  this  question  is  readily  given,  as 
was  that  regarding  legislation  respecting 
fences,  by  reference  to  the  "Revised  and 
Public  Statutes  "  and  volumes  published  in 
continuation  of  them. 

Artisans  call  for  assistance.  A  workman 
wishes  to  begin  a  course  of  elementary  read- 
ing that  will  enable  him  to  understand  the 
principles  of  mechanics  and  some  of  its  appli- 
cations. He  is  supplied  in  the  first  place 
with  Goodeve's  little  book. 

Others  who  desire  to  study  the  growth  of 
the  steam  engine,  and  to  become  acquainted 
with  mechanical  developments  as  shown  in 
the  biographies  of  the  great  industrial  bene- 
factors of  this  century,  are  referred  to  the 
works  of  Thurston  and  Smiles. 

A  book  describing  high-pressure  engines  is 
desired  by  a  man  who  has  charge  of  an  engine 
of  that  kind  in  a  saw  mill. 

Another  man  who  has  recently  been  placed 
in  charge  of  a  compound  engine  asks  for  a 
volume  to  explain  the  construction  and  work- 
ing of  that  kind  of  machinery.  No  book  is 
at  hand  that  will  serve  his  purpose,  and,  as  he 
is  not  impatient  for  the  information  he  de- 
sires, a  book  is  hunted  up,  by  means  of  cata- 
logues of  publishers,  that  will  be  of  assistance 
to  him,  and  an  order  for  its  purchase  is  sent 
at  once  to  London.  Had  the  inquirer  been 
in  a  hurry,  the  work  would  have  been  sought 
for  in  this  country,  although  it  could  only  be 
had  here  at  a  higher  price  than  that  at  which 
it  could  be  bought  in  England. 

Works  on  plumbing  are  used  both  by  work- 
men and  by  householders. 

A  carpenter  is  supplied  with  a  work  to 
show  what  are  the  principles  and  processes 
of  carpentry. 

A  young  man  finds  difficulty  in  picking  out 
books  on  mechanical  subjects  that  interest 
him.  The  librarian  finds  out  his  tastes  and 
wishes  in  a  short  conversation,  and  promises 
to  have  a  dozen   volumes  ready  for  him  to 
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select  £rom  the  next  evening  that  he  can  come 
to  the  library. 

An  illustration  and  account  of  a  certain  kind 
of  truss-roof,  of  which  an  imperfect  descrip- 
tion has  been  given  in  the  specifications  fur- 
nished to  a  carpenter,  are  provided. 

"  Riddell*s  Mechanics*  Geometry  "  is  used 
to  answer  a  question  regarding  the  framing  of 
a  building. 

Two  jewellers  had  made  a  fan-blower 
which  would  not  work.  They  were  shown 
descriptions  of  fan-blowers  of  different  kinds, 
which  enabled  them  to  detect  the  defect  in 
the  one  they  had  constructed. 

A  tinworker  desires  a  book  concerning  his 
trade. 

A  painter  wishes  books  that  he  can  take 
to  his  shop  or  home,  descriptive  and  illustra- 
tive of  ornamental  designs,  and  the  processes 
that  are  useful  in  helping  to  reproduce 
them. 

Materials  are  wanted  by  a  teacher  and  fur- 
nished to  him,  for  preparing  a  hand-book  to 
be  used  by  beginners  m  a  shop  attached  to  a 
school  in  which  mechanics  are  taught  practi- 
cally as  well  as  in  theory. 

Cuts  representing  derricks  of  different 
fashions,  with  accoimts  of  the  plans  on  which 
they  are  constructed,  are  desired  and  shown 
to  the  inquirer  in  "  Knight's  New  Mechanical 
Dictionary,"  and  in  the  articles  referred  to  in 
that  work  in  the  dictionaries  of  Appleton, 
Tomlinson  and  Spon. 

An  article  or  book  on  drop-hammers  and 
drop-forging  is  called  for. 

"  How  can  I  make  a  telephone  ?  " 

"Willis's  Teeth  of  Gear-wheels  "  gives  an 
answer  to  some  question. 

A  monograph  on  the  steel  square  is  hunted 
up.  Something  is  wanted  concerning  the 
process  of  riveting  steam  boilers. 

"  Please  give  me  a  book  to  explain  the  pro- 
cess of  spinning  brass."  Reference  is  made 
to  "Holtzapfel  on  Turning  "  and  to  "Knight's 
Dictionary." 

A  list  is  desired  of  different  articles  that  are 
made  of  paper. 

A  yoimg  man  from  the  Union  Water  Meter 
Company  asks  what  late  information  can  be 
given  him  regarding  regulating  valves. 


An  iron-worker  asks  for  a  work  that  will 
explain  how  to  construct  a  steam  engine. 

"  What  is  the  comparative  speed  of  differ- 
ently-shaped vessels  ?" 

"  Give  me  a  book  on  flumes  as  connected 
with  water  wheels." 

A  volume  is  required  which  will  explain 
how  tools  are  best  sharpened  and  polished. 

A  treatise  on  shafting  is  desired.  "  Ran- 
kine's  Mill  Working  Machinery  "  serves  the 
needs  of  the  applicant. 

Rope-making  is  to  be  described. 

Such  a  book  as  Riddell's  "  The  Practical 
Carpenter  and  Joiner,"  illustrated  by  card- 
board models,  is  in  constant  use. 

A  book  descriptive  of  the  process  of  plan- 
ing iron  is  called  for.  The  one  recommended 
is  out,  but  the  applicant  is  informed  that  it 
will  be  retained  for  him  when  it  is  brought 
in. 

The  librarian  of  the  public  library  of  a 
neighboring  city  sends  for  information  de- 
sired by  a  stone-cutter  in  that  city  concerning 
the  appearance  of  the  crosses  at  lona.  Pic- 
tures of  the  crosses  are  sent  to  him. 

An  iron-worker  wishes  an  account  of  roll- 
ing machinery. 

Diatomaceous  earth  is  used  for  purposes  of 
polishing.  "How  is  it  prepared  for  use?" 
A  treatise  on  Diatomacea;  and  hand-books 
for  jewellers  are  furnished  to  the  inquirer. 
They  do  not  give  the  desired  information, 
however.  The  address  is  then  given  to  him 
of  a  gentleman  who  can  probably  tell  him 
what  he  wishes  to  know,  and  will  undoubtedly 
be  willing  to  do  so.  The  inquirer  returns  a 
day  or  two  after  to  say  that  he  has  found  out, 
from  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  sent,  that 
the  earth  has  to  be  burnt.  Thus  nothing  but 
silica  is  left.  He  had  wished  to  know  the 
analysis  of  the  polishing  powder,  but  found 
out  that  it  was  useless  to  analyze  it,  as  it  con- 
sists almost  entirely  of  silica. 

"  What  weights  will  threads  of  silk  of  spec- 
ified diameters  sustain  ? " 

An  engine-maker  calls  at  the  library  to  see 
a  back  nOmber  of  Engineering  in  which  there 
is  a  picture  of  a  certain  kind  of  engine.  He 
finds  that  the  cut  is  a  representation  of  the 
engine  which  he  had  patented,  and  that  par- 
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ties  who  had  no  right  to  do  so  were  making 
it  for  sale. 

The  subject  of  gas  engines  is  to  be  looked 
up.  References  which  we  had  previously  in- 
dexed are  given  to  the  inquirer,  and  an  attend- 
ant places  in  his  hand  volumes  of  the  Scten- 
tijic  American  and  Supplement,  Iron^  the  Iron 
Age,  Van  NostramTs  Eclectic  Engineering 
Magazine,  Engineer,  and  Engineering. 

An  inquirer  is  furnished  with  descriptions 
of  machinery  and  apparatus  in  use  in  raising 
vessels,  etc. 

Books  are  desired  to  tell  how  to  gild, 
bronze,  and  repair  picture-frames,  and  to 
show  how  to  use  silver  instead  of  mercury  in 
making  looking-glasses. 

"  Can  you  give  me  a  list  of  the  iron  labora- 
tories in  the  United  States  ?  "  asks  a  member 
of  the  graduating  class  of  the  Polytechnic 
Institute.  A  list  is  given  him,  and  for  changes 
that  have  occurred  since  its  publication  he 
is  referred  to  Mr.  Swank,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Association,  Philadel- 
phia. 

A  work  is  called  for  to  explain  the  processes 
in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel. 

"What  is  the  power  of  resistance  in  cer- 
tain kinds  of  steel?**  Jeans's  work  on  the 
manu^cture  of  steel  supplies  the  answer  to 
the  latter  question. 

A  catechism  of  the  locomotive  engine  is 
wanted. 

"  Please  give  me  a  book  that  will  describe 
the  machinery  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
cane  and  beet  sugars.** 

Representations  of  door  and  window  mould- 
ings and  of  doors  are  desired.  Volumes  of 
the  Journal  de  Menuiserie  afford  the  informa- 
tion sought  for. 

Numberless  other  examples  might  be  given 
to  show  the  kind  of  aid  that  a  librarian  fur- 
nished with  a  good  collection  of  suitable 
books  may  afford  to  persons  engaged  in 
mechanical  and  other  industrial  pursuits,  but 
enough  have  been  presented. 

When  an  applicant  is  timid  about  writing 
or  applying  to  the  person  to  whom  you  refer 
him  for  information,  you  write  yourself  to  pro- 
cure it  for  him. 

In  doing  the  work  which  they  have  illus- 


trated, it  is  evident  that  the  librarian  needs  to 
have  considerable  knowledge. 

It  is  unnecessary  that  he  should  be  a  spec- 
ialist in  some  department  of  natural  science, 
although  he  would  be  the  better  prepared  to 
perform  his  duties  if  he  were  the  possessor  of 
minute  information  concerning  some  branch 
of  knowledge,  and  had  become  acquainted 
with  the  methods  of  profound  investigation. 
It  is  not  necessary,  even,  that  he  should  have 
an  aptitude  for  the  study  of  the  physical 
sciences  or  handiness  in  mechanical  pursuits. 

It  is  important,  however,  that  a  librarian 
should  have  received  elementary  instruction 
in  such  departments  of  knowledge  as  physics, 
chemistry,  etc. 

The  amount  of  such  instruction  that  can  be 
obtained  in  the  average  courses  of  colleges  is 
sufficient  if  suppletnented  by  the  occasional 
reading  of  little  books,  written  by  men  of 
science,  which  contain  late  results  of  observa- 
tion and  experiment. 

In  doing  work  of  the  kind  now  under  con- 
sideration, books  must  be  selected  for  the 
library  with  the  aim  of  rendering  the  contem- 
plated aid. 

In  making  the  selection  great  assistance 
may  be  had  by  reading  book  notices  that  are 
to  be  found  in  scientific  papers  and  mag- 
azines. Of  these,  you  need  to  be  liberally 
provided  with  current  numbers  and  bound 
volumes. 

The  catalogues  of  such  publishers  as  Baird, 
the  successors  of  Van  Nostrand,  Wiley,  and 
the  Spons  are  in  constant  use  in  picking  out 
books  to  be  bought  for  a  library. 

It  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that 
scientific  books  grow  old  rapidly,  and  soon 
cease  to  have  other  than  an  historical  value. 

Dictionaries  such  as  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
division  of  the  "  Penny  Cyclopaedia,**  and  those 
of  Tomlinson,  Ure,  Knight,  Spon,  and  Watts, 
—  those  which  treat  of  architecture  and  civil 
engineerine:, — and  encyclopaedias  such  as  John- 
son's and  the  Britannica  are  of  great  service, 
both  to  the  librarian  and  students. 

Books  of  workshop  and  other  receipts  are 
very  useful. 

A  large  supply  of  scientific  and  technical 
papers  and  magazines  is  mdispensable,  and 
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these  must  be  picked  out  to  place  in  the  read- 
ing-rooms with  especial  reference  to  the 
actual  needs  of  the  constituency  of  the  library 
and  the  frequenters  of  the  rooms.  These 
should  be  selected,  too,  as  well  as  books,  with 
a  careful  regard  to  the  capacity  and  amount 
of  knowledge  possessed  by  the  persons  who 
are  to  use  them. 

A  manufacturer  in  Providence  told  me  that 
he  once  imported  a  number  of  books  that 
would  be  useful  to  persons  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  making  jewelry,  but  that  they 
were  not  used  by  the  workmen,  for  whom  they 
were  intended.  Perhaps  the  books  bought 
were  not  adapted  to  the  capabilities  and  tastes 
of  the  readers.  It  may  be  that  they  were  pro- 
vided prematurely,  at  a  time  when  no  interest 
had  arisen  in  respect  to  the  subject  matter  of 
their  contents,  or  before  attempts  had  been 
made  to  awaken  such  an  interest.  I  remem- 
ber that  a  club  was  formed  in  Worcester  a 
few  years  ago  by  several  jewelers,  and  that  its 
members  were  greedy  to  obtain  books  that 
gave  technical  information  apd  a  history  of 
processes.  When  times  are  ripe,  seize  the 
opportunity,  and  stimulate  and  aid  inquiry. 

I  should  not  think  of  placing  in  a  library 
sets  of  German  periodicals  containing  informa- 
tion regarding  particular  departments  of  phy- 
sical science  until  it  had  become  evident  that 
students  using  the  library  really  needed  them. 

Thus  I  bought  a  set  of  "  Poggendorfifs 
Annalen  der  Physik  und  Chemie,"  only  when 
a  professor  came  to  the  Polytechnic  Institute 
who  needed  the  work  to  use  himself,  and 
desired  to  refer  pupils  to  it. 

So,  too,  I  waited  until  a  bright  young  man 
who  had  studied  in  Germany  came  to  the 
same  institution  to  give  instruction  in  chem- 
istry, before  buying  "Jahresbericht  iiber  die 
Fortschritte  der  Chemie,"  and  "  Liebig's 
Annalen  der  Chemie." 

The  same  rule  "should  govern  in  deciding 
whetlier  or  not  to  procure  for  the  reading- 
rooms  and  library  current  numbers  and  sets 
of  such  periodicals  as  Dingler's  Polytech- 
nisches  Journal  and  the  Comptes  Rendues 
Hebdomadaires  des  Siances  de  VAcaddmie 
des  Sciences, 

Much  use,  however,  will  be  made  of  the 
numbers  and  volumes  of  periodicals  of  the 


kinds  that  have  been  mentioned,  and  of  the 
transactions  and  proceedings  of  learned  scien- 
tific societies,  when  such  works  are  bought 
with  reference  to  wants  actually  existing  in 
the  community.  Thus,  for  example,  the  vol- 
umes which  contain  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions of  the  Royal  Society  of  London  are  in 
frequent  request  in  Worcester.  A  professor 
made  himself  familiar  with  their  contents, and, 
besides  using  them  himself,  constantly  refers 
students  to  them.  Wishing  them  to  study  by 
topics  and  to  use  monographs  prepared  by 
original  investigators,  he  gives  them  references 
to  these  and  other  works  which  contain  the 
records  of  such  studies,  and  has  them  used  in 
the  preparation  of  required  exercises. 

Sometimes  a  citizen  goes  to  the  Polytechnic 
Institute  to  get  information  regarding  the  so- 
lution of  some  problem  that  he  is  trying  to 
solve,  and  is  referred  to  a  paper  in  the  trans- 
actions of  a  society  or  to  an  article  in  a  scien- 
tific journal. 

The  value  to  a  library  of  sets  of  scientific 
and  technical  periodicals  and  proceedings 
depends  largely  upon  the  use  which  the  libra- 
rian makes  of  them  in  imparting  information 
to  inquirers.  If  he  has  formed  the  habit,  when 
asked  for  an  answer  to  a  question,  of  consider- 
ing in  what  paper  or  magazine  he  is  likely  to 
find  a  subject  of  the  kind  regarding  which 
knowledge  is  desired  best  treated,  he  will 
frequently  refer  seekers  for  information  to 
the  indexes  of  periodicals  to  aid  them  in  ob- 
taining it.  He  will  often  cause  to  be  used, 
for  purposes  of  reference  and  study,  volumes 
of  periodicals  such  as  Silliman^s  Journal^  the 
Transactions  and  Proceedings  of  the  Society 
of  Arts^  the  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Insti- 
tute, i^^  Scientific  American  and  Supplement, 
the  London  Engineer^  London  Engineerings 
Nature,  the  Builder,  the  Workshop,  etc. 

It  is  important,  in  doing  the  kind  of  work 
now  under  consideration,  to  majce  as  large  a 
collection  as  can  be  got  together  of  indexes 
and  catalogues. 

Thus  the  lists  of  the  more  valuable  articles 
that  have  appeared  in  the  Scientifc  American 
and  the  Scientifc  American  Supplement, 
which  are  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the 
publishers  of  those  papers,  will  be  found  very 
useful. 
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So,  too,  will  the  annual  indexes  of  scientific 
and  technical  periodicals.  Particularly  valu- 
able are  those  indexes  which  have  been  made 
up  by  consolidating,  every  ten  years  and  again 
every  fifty  years,  the  annual  indexes  of  papers 
and  magazines. 

The  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers  (1800- 
1873),  compiled  and  published  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  London,  although  the  entries  in  it 
are  made  under  authors  only,  and  not  under 
subject  headings,  is  of  no  inconsiderable  ser- 
vice to  librarians  and  students. 

The  catalogue  of  the  publications  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  (1846-1882),  made  by 
William  J.  Rhees ;  the  catalogue  of  scientific 
and  technical  periodicals  (1665  to  1882),  etc., 
prepared  by  H.  C.  Bolton ;  the  different  lists 
of  United  States  Public  Documents  which 
have  been  published ;  an  index  of  engineering 
periodicals  (1883  to  1887  inclusive),  by  Francis 
E.  Galloupe;  general  and  special  bibliogra- 
phies and  catalogues  of  the  Patent  Office 
Library,  and  other  libraries  which  make  a 
specialty  of  collecting  works  on  the  physical 
sciences  and  their  applications,  are  important 
aids  in  finding  out  sources  of  information. 

References  to  books  and  papers  at  the  close 
of  articles  in  certain  dictionaries  and  encyclo- 
paedias often  afford  valuable  assistance  to 
investigators. 

Thus  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  too 
highly  the  usefulness  of  the  references  to  arti- 
cles in  recent  numbers  of  scientific  and  tech- 
nical papers,  to  be  found  in  profusion  under 
the  different  headings  in  "  Knight's  New 
Mechanical  Dictionary.'' 

The  librarian  needs  to  be  on  the  lookout  to 
make  provision  for  the  wants  of  a  community 
as  soon  as  he  sees  that  they  are  likely  to  mani- 
fest themselves. 

When  it  became  evident,  a  few  years  ago, 
that  there  was  springing  up  in  Worcester  an 
unusual  interest  in  electricity  and  its  applica- 
tions, a  large  number  of  books  and  two  sets  of 
the  best  periodicals  were  bought,  and  current 
numbers  of  the  most  valuable  serial  publica- 
tions were  secured  and  placed  upon  the  tables 
in  the  reading-rooms. 

By  pursuing  such  a  course  the  library  found 
itself  ready  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of 
students  and  readers  as  they  appeared,  and 


became  the  possessor  of  a  very  valuable  collec- 
tion of  books,  which,  in  some  of  its  features, 
it  would  be  hard  to  duplicate,  now  that  atten- 
tion has  been  generally  drawn  to  the  class  of 
subjects  handled  in  works  of  this  kind. 

Manufacturers  have  to  change  from  time  to 
time  the  character  of  goods  which  they  make. 
I  have  in  mind'  an  establishment  where,  to 
meet  the  demands  made  by  a  passing  fashion, 
great  quantities  of  hoop-skirt  wire  were  man- 
ufactured. 

For  several  years  past  there  has  been  an 
immense  production  by  the  same  concern  of 
barbed  wire,  to  be  used  in  making  fences. 
Now,  as  I  notice,  it  is  manufacturing  wire 
to  supply  the  needs  of  men  engaged  in  the 
fabrication  of  a  certain  kind  of  nails,  that  is 
coming  largely  into  use  at  the  present  time. 

The  librarian  notes  the  changes  in  wares 
made  in  the  town  to  whose  citizens  he  minis- 
ters, and  in  buying  books  has  in  mind  fresh 
demands,  as  well  as  recurring  wants. 

The  National  Publishing  and  Printing  Co., 
296  Third  street,  Milwaukee,  proposes,  if  it 
receives  sufficient  encouragement,  to  publish 
"  Handy  Lists  of  Technical  Literature."  Its 
circular  contains  the  following  statement: 
"Mr.  K.  A.  Linderfelt  .  .  .  gives  (the 
work)  his  hearty  indorsement."  ♦ 

We  may  be  sure  from  that  indorsement 
that  the  enterprise  is  worthy  of  encourage- 
ment. A  good  work  of  the  kind  which  it  is 
proposed  to  publish,  would  be  of  great  value 
to  persons  engaged  in  selecting  libraries  of 
works  that  are  needed  by  persons  engaged  in 
industrial  pursuits. 

Eli  Whitney,  the  inventor  of  the  cotton  gin, 
Erastus  B.  Bigelow,  the  well-known  inventor 
of  carpet  machinery,  Elias  Howe,  the  inventor 
of  the  sewing  machine,  and  Thomas  Blanchard 
were  all  natives  of  Worcester  County,  Mass. 
That  county  has  always  been  a  centre  of 
inventive  activity ;  it  is  also  a  banner  county 
as  regards  libraries.  There  are  forty  or  fifty 
public  libraries  in  the  towns  of  the  county. 

Libraries  when  managed  with  good  judg- 
ment may  do  much  to  stimulate  invention,  as 
well  as  to  make  labor  intelligent,  and  add  to 
the  value  of  mechanical  products. 

*  Part  I.  has  b«en  published  since  this  paper  was  read.  It 
covers  "  Useful  arts  in  general,  Products  and  processes  used 
in  manufacture,  Technology  and  trades/' 
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READING   FOR  THE  YOUNG. 

REPORT    BY    MISS    MARY  SARGENT,    LIBRARIAN    MIDDLESEX    MECHANICS*     LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION,  LOWELL,   MASS. 


T7OLLOWING  in  the  footsteps  of  some 
of  my  predecessors,  perhaps  in  this  re- 
port it  will  be  best  to  place  before  you 
extracts  from  the  responses  received  to  my 
circular  asking  about  the  methods  employed 
and  the  work  accomplished  in  this  direction 
in  different  libraries;  from  which  extracts 
each  one  can  draw  his  own  conclusions. 
Had  I  be^n  able  to  command  more  time,  it 
might  have  been  interesting  to  view  the  sub- 
ject from  the  teachers'  and  the  parents'  stand- 
points, as  in  the  reports  received  from  the 
different  libraries,  there  are  but  few  who 
seem  able  to  record  little  if  any  recognition 
by  teachers  or  boards  of  education  of  the 
assistance  given  by  libraries  to  supplement 
school  work.  But,  first  of  all,  I  would  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  and  gratitude  for 
the  kindness  of  those  who  so  promptly  and 
fully  responded  to  my  request  for  information, 
and  also  to  those  "who  were  simply  good  in 
thought,  howe'er  they  failed  in  action,"  there 
being  many  from  whom  nothing  has  been 
heard. 

The  conclusions  which  may  be  drawn  from 
these  reports  are,  it  seems  to  me :  — 

That  although  the  interest  for  the  young 
is  increasing  among  librarians  and  teachers 
(twenty-six  out  of  forty-nine  libraries  report- 
ing work  with  the  public  schools),  the  impor- 
tance of  the  work  needs  to  be  brought 
more  clearly  to  those  who  have  the  power 
to  supply  the  necessary  funds  for  its  effective 
prosecution. 

That  if  the  teachers  who  have  not  yet 
availed  themselves  of  the  privileges  granted, 
could  realize  how  much  lighter  and  pleasanter 
their  own  work  might,  in  this  way,  be  made, 
their  hearty  co6peration  with  librarians  would 
be  forthcoming ;  and  that,  with  time  allowed 
for  general  exercises,  more  could  be  accom- 
plished in  the  true  education  of  children  than 
by  a  strict  adherence  to  prescribed  text- 
books. 


From  the  reports  of  the  Children's  Library 
Association,  New  York,  the  Nottingham 
Library,  England,  and  the  sympathy  which 
Mr.  Green,  of  Worcester,  expressed  in  the 
work  of  the  former,  we  see  that  it  is  coming  to 
be  considered  quite  essential  to  begin  the  work 
with  the  very  young.  Some  one  writes: 
"There  is  a  choice  in  books  as  well  as  in 
friends,  and  the  mind  sinks  or  rises  to  the 
level  of  its  habitual  society."  So  even  to 
those  not  even  able  to  read,  the  influence  of 
good  pictures,  pleasant  rooms,  and  a  friendly 
reception  are  not  without  their  educational 
effect. 

So  much  stress  is  laid  upon  personal  influ- 
ence that,  in  some  cases,  it  is  suggested  that 
special  persons  should  be  appointed  to  this 
department  of  library  work  who,  through 
their  love  for  children  and  an  appreciation  of 
their  needs,  seem  especially  fitted  to  render 
them  the  best  assistance. 

Though  there  seems  to  be  a  general 
endeavor  to  substitute  a  more  useful  class  of 
reading  for  the  aimless  books  which  have  so 
long  been  favorites,  the  beneficial  results  from 
the  reading  of  good  novels  must  not  be  over- 
looked. I  must  confess  to  a  sympathy  with 
the  testimony  of  Lowell  (unlike  Howells) :  "  I 
can  conceive  of  no  healthier  reading  for  boy, 
or  girl  either,  than  Scott's  novels  or  Cooper's, 
to  speak  only  of  the  dead.  I  have  found  them 
very  good  reading,  at  least  for  one  young  man, 
for  one  middle-aged  man,  and  for  one  who  is 
growing  old.  Let  us  not  make  life  duller  than 
it  is."  My  own  testimony  would  be  for  few 
books,  but  those  of  the  best,  and  my  advice  to 
young  people  "  that  they  should  confine  them- 
selves to  the  supreme  books  in  whatever 
literature." 

The  workers  in  this  field  must  take  comfort 
in  the  thought  that  "  every  good  habit  corrects 
some  wrong  tendency,"  and  that  the  credit  of 
the  good  results  is  due  "  to  thousands  working 
together  through  a  long  series  of  years." 
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California.  Sacramento.  Mrs.  C.  G.  Han- 
cock, Libr, —  "  Our  library  has  no  connection  with 
the  public  schools,  save  that  we  try  to  keep  all  the 
books  that  are  called  for  by  the  scholars  in  con- 
nection with  their  studies.  We  have  no  methods 
to  influence  any  one,  young  or  old,  in  the  selection 
of  books.  Whenever  any  one  asks  for  help,  I 
always  try  to  give  them  something  a  little  better 
than  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reading. 
People  here  read  mostly  for  entertamment,  not 
knowledge,  and  we  cannot  remodel  the  world  or 
this  little  fragment  of  it  in  anything  less  than  a 
cycle.  I  find  voluntary  advice  is  not  kindly  re- 
ceived." 

Connecticut.  Hartford.  Library  Associa- 
tion. Miss  C.  M.  Hewins,  Z/^r.  — "We  have 
nothing  nrw  to  report.  The  methods  adopted  are 
general  friendliness,  and  a  display  of  good  attrac- 
tive books  for  boys  and  girls.  We  mark  in  every 
bulletin  all  the  new  ones  recommended  for  them, 
and  have  a  catalogue  under  way  of  printed  titles." 
In  the  TraveUr^s  retard  for  February  and  March, 
18S9,  are  two  very  excellent  and  interesting  letters 
to  girls  from  Miss  Hewins,  entitled  "  Some  novels 
to  read,"  also  in  the  August  number  of  1888,  of  the 
same  paper,  "A  letter  to  quotation  hunters." 

New  Haven.  W.  K.  Stetson,  Z/^.  — "Our 
library  has  no  formal  connection  with  the  schools. 
We  have  simply  supplied  the  different  school- 
rooms with  copies  of  our  bulletin.  Our  means 
hardly  admit  of  anything  special  at  present.  We 
have  indicated  books  especially  adapted  for  young 
readers  in  our  bulletins.  We  try  to  get  them  to 
take  out  'improving*  books  when  they  ask  for 
'something.*" 

Norwich.  F.  W.  Robinson,  ZiVJr.  — "The 
Superintendent  of  Schools  gives  us  lists,  and  the 
teachers  send  for  special  books,  and  require 
reports  on  what  is  read." 

Illinois.  Chicago.  F:  H.  Hild,  Libr.—  "  An 
arrangement  has  been  made,  by  which  teachers  in 
the  public  schools  may  draw  from  the  library  for 
the  use  of  their  classes  a  reasonable  number  of 
books,  subject  to  the  usual  regulations  as  to  the 
time  they  may  be  retained.  I  find  that  few  teach- 
ers avail  themselves  of  this  privilege,  the  average 
number  of  volumes  issued  in  this  way  per  month 
being  not  more  than  300.  This  is  no  doubt  partly 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Education  has 
established     school    libraries,    containing    well- 


selected  collections  of  books  for  the  young,  in 
almost  every  public  school  in  the  dty.  In  a  large 
library  like  this  it  is  not  possible  to  accomplish 
much  in  the  way  of  influencing  young  people  in 
their  selection  of  books  by  personal  assistance. 
A  list  of  juvenile  books,  including  the  titles  of 
many  books  in  different  departments  of  the  library 
suitable  for  young  readers,  has  been  published, 
which  increased  the  demand  for  those  books  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
purchase  extra  copies  of  a  large  number  of  them." 

Louisiana.  New  Orleans.  Tulane  Univer- 
sity. W.  D.  Rogers,  Libr, —  "  Students  are  allowed 
access  to  the  shelves  of  the  library.  The  pro- 
fessors recommend  the  books  to  be  read  by  the 
students.  The  high  school  has  a  circulating 
library  of  several  hundred  well-selected  volumes. 
No  printed  lists." 

Maine.  Bangor.  Mrs.  M.  H.  Curran,  Libr. — 
'"  ^e  recommend  books  when  we  can,  and  some 
of  the  teachers  take  great  pains  to  prepare  lists 
for  their  pupils." 

Massachusetts.  Boston.  Public  Library. — 
Miss  Jenkins  writes:  "Our  chief  relations  are 
still  with  the  children  and  young  people  them- 
selves. Very  little  ones  are  welcomed,  and  eagerly 
use  our  picture  books  and  juvenile  periodicals  long 
before  we  can  give  them  a  library  card.  In  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  hall  is  placed  a  book- 
shelf which  is  kept  constantly  filled  with  bright, 
interesting  books  for  boys  and  girls,  and  is  the 
point  of  attraction  to  all  the  children.  Lists  of 
juvenile  books  are  conspicuously  posted  in  the 
hall ;  these  lists  are  written  upon  small  cards,  and 
are  so  arranged  that  cards  can  be  added,  with- 
drawn, substituted  at  any  point,  and  thus  interest 
constantly  excited.  We  have  also  a  manuscript, 
list  for  supplementary  reading  in  American  and 
English  history  and  geography;  this  is  for  the 
general  use  of  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools, 
and  upon  it  is  based  the  work  of  our  pupil  card 
system.  This  system  enables  the  pupils  of  the 
master's  class  and  the  one  next  below  it,  who  are 
not  fourteen  years  of  age,  to  have  books  in  con- 
nection with  the  lessons.  We  are  greatly  encour- 
aged by  the  success  of  this  plan.  Dr.  Chamber- 
lain's method  of  critical  reading  is  most  success- 
fully carried  out  under  the  management  of  the 
supervisor  of  language  in  our  public  schools,  and 
its  good  effects  are  seen  in  the  high  standard  of 
reading  chosen  by  the  pupils  who  have  had  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


82 


ST.  LOUIS  CONFERENCE. 


benefit  of  it.  We  are  forming  now  a  shelf  of 
reference  books  for  the  children,  in  order  to  call 
their  attention  to  our  nutshells  of  knowledge, 
and  to  teach  them  how  to  look  up  questions  for 
themselves,  and  to  prepare  them  for  an  intelligent 
using  of  the  large  encyclopaedias  and  reference 
books  in  our  reference  department.**  Miss 
Jenkins  still  continues  her  work  in  a  reading- 
circle  of  little  girls. 

Boston.  Athenasum  Library. —  Mr.  C.  A. 
Cutter  reports  that  the  library  has  no  connection 
with  the  public  schools,  but  *'  various  art  schools 
use  the  library  much."  No  separate  lists  for 
children  are  published,  but  the  best  in  that  liter- 
ature is  noted  in  his  bulletins,  and  copied  in  other 
libraries. 

Brockton.  M.  F.  South  worth,  Zi^.— "The 
teachers  of  the  High  School  and  the  principals  of 
the  Grammar  Schools  are  allowed  free  access  to 
the  book  shelves,  and  the  former  take  out  for  the 
use  in  the  school  as  many  books  as  they  please, 
which  they  are  allowed  to  keep  through  the  term. 
Many  of  the  teachers  recommend  books  to  their 
pupils,  and  in  the  High  School  Stylus^  a  paper 
carried  on  by  the  members  of  the  school  and  pub- 
lished monthly,  there  is  generally  a  list  of  books 
selected  by  one  of  the  teachers.  The  principal 
of  one  of  the  grammar  schools  recently  urged  his 
geography  class  to  read  at  least  one  book  on 
Africa  while  studying  that  country,  many  of  the 
class  complying  with  his  request.  Another  prin- 
cipal has  recently  asked  to  be  allowed  to  take  out 
twenty-five  books  at  once,  as  he  has  created  such  an 
interest  among  his  scholars  that  they  come  before 
school,  and  are  willing  to  stay  after  school  for  the 
sake  of  reading  the  books  which  he  has  put  in 
their  hands.  I  frequently  recommend  books  to 
children,  and  sometimes  select  them  for  them, 
always  trying  to  put  something  in  their  way  which 
they  would  not  be  likely  to  think  of  for  themselves. 
I  offer  them  something  entertaining  in  history, 
biography,  or  travels;  if  they  do  not  like  my 
selection  I  find  as  good  a  story  as  I  can  induce 
them  to  read." 

Brookline.  Miss  M.  A.  Bean,  Z/^.— "Al- 
though we  have  done  more  and  better  work  with 
the  schools  this  year  than  ever  before,  we  are  far 
from  *high  water-mark'  in  this  respect.  We 
have  made  extensive  additions  to  our  building 
this  year,  and  one  room  has  been  finished  with 
reference  to  future  school  work.     In  this  whole 


matter  of  juvenile  reading,  I  am  convinced,  from 
a  somewhat  close  observation  in  our  library,  that 
as  the  standard  of  books  for  the  young  is  improved, 
they  will  follow  it  This  winter  Henty*s  historical 
stories  have  been  having  a  great  run  with  us,  and 
•Little  Lord  Fauntleroy*  and  *  Sarah  Crewe* 
are  never  in  long  enough  to  get  back  on  their 
shelves.  Jas.  Otis,  Kirk  Munroe,  and  Homer 
Greene  are  favorite  authors,  and  our  bound  vol- 
umes of  St.  NichoiaSf  Widt  awake^  and  Harptr^s 
young  peopU  are  in  constant  demand.  It  is  true 
that  'Oliver  Optic 'still  does  duty,  but  there  is  a 
decided  falling  off  in  his  devotees,  as  well  as 
of  many  other  writers  of  his  stamp,  for  which 
we  are  truly  thankful.** 

Cambridge.  Miss  A.  L.  Hayward,  Libr. — 
"  We  are  about  to  allow  each  teacher  to  draw  ten 
books  at  a  time,  or  to  have  ten  cards.  We  can  do 
little  here  to  influence  young  people  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books;  the  teachers  and  parents  can  do 
much  more.  Our  Superintendent  of  Schools  has 
a  fine  selected  list  of  books  for  the  young.  I  gave 
an  address  to  the  public-school  teachers  about  two 
years  ago  on  *  How  to  Use  the  Public  Library,* 
and  gave  lists  of  authors  and  subjects,  and  some 
special  books.** 

Chelsea.  Miss  M.  J.  Simpson,  Zi^r.— "  The 
Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  principals  are 
allowed  a  special  school  card  on  which  four  books 
can  be  taken  out  and  kept  four  weeks  before 
renewal.**  Here  also  personal  influence  is  used  in 
the  selections  of  books. 

Clinton.  Bigelow  Free  Public  Library.  C. 
L.  Greene,  Libr. —  Substantially  the  same  testi- 
mony as  from  Chelsea.  Teachers*  cards  are 
issued,  though  the  number  of  books  allowed  on 
each  card  is  not  specified.  "  We  mainly  try  to 
influence  the  young  people  through  their  teachers, 
each  of  whom  has  a  catalogue  of  the  library.** 

Concord.  Miss  Ellen  F.  Whitney,  Libr. —  "  I 
use  Miss  Hewins's  *  Books  for  the  young,*  for  the 
young  readers.  I  have  marked  our  library  num- 
bers against  the  books.  Each  teacher  in  the 
schools  has  a  '  school  card.*  On  this  school  card 
the  teacher  may  take  as  many  books  for  school  use 
as  he  wishes,  the  teacher  being  responsible  for  the 
bdoks.  There  are  frequently  more  than  fifty  li- 
brary books  in  the  High  School  at  one  time.  The 
other  schools  have  the  same  privilege,  but  do  not 
use  it  to  the  same  extent.** 
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Haverhill.  Edward  Capen,  Libr. —  "  We  have 
no  special  connection  with  the  school ;  such  only 
as  arises  from  intercourse  daily,  almost  hourly,  and 
from  conferring  with  the  teachers."  Here  aid  is 
"cheerfully  and  faithfully"  given  to  teachers  in 
assisting  them  to  find  all  that  the  library  affords 
on  special  subjects  for  school  work.  "  Each  person 
in  the  library  service  has  an  influence  more  or  less 
direct  over  the  young  who  are  in  quest  of  good- 
reading.  .  .  .  But  this  influence  is  small,  unless 
the  parents  at  home  have  knowledge,  and  judg- 
ment, and  control  sufficient  to  aid  the  management 
by  their  counsel  and  authority.  We  use  the  book 
lists  of  other  libraries  when  we  are  informed  about 
them." 

Lancaster.  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls. 
L.  L,  Brackett,  Z/^.— "We  have  no  special 
methods,  but  what  has  been  the  most  help  to  us, 
to  elevate  the  ideas  in  the  choice  of  reading,  has 
been  evening  entertainments  from  different  au- 
thors." 

Lawrence.  F:  H.  Hedge,  Jr.,  Libr. — "  Our 
reference-room  is  open  to  scholars  and  teachers, 
and  I  do  all  in  my  power  to  help  those  who  apply 
to  me  in  searching  for  the  desired  information. 
We  have  twice  had  lists  prepared  for  scholars  in 
the  High  and  Grammar  schools." 

Lowell.  City  Library.  C;  H.  Burbank,  Libr, 
—  "The  teachers  here  are  granted  an  unlimited 
number  of  books  to  be  used  either  in  connection 
with  the  studies  or  to  be  distributed  among  the 
scholars  for  home  reading;  but  as  yet,  among 
a  corps  of  nearly  200  teachers,  the  Librarian 
reports  that  only  about  fifteen  or  twenty  have 
availed  themselves  of  this  privilege.  Perhaps  this 
may  be  in  a  measure  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
about  ninety  of  these  teachers  are  in  the  primary 
grade,  and  in  this,  as  in  most  libraries,  few  books 
are  purchased  suitable  for  the  youngest  readers  ; 
and  also  that  in  the  primary  schools  more  supple- 
mentary reading  is  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. The  teachers  of  the  High  and  of  two  of 
the  Grammar  schools  deserve  much  commenda- 
tion for  the  work  accomplished.  Lists  of  books 
and  lists  of  topics  are  sent  to  the  Librarian,  who, 
with  his  assistants,  is  only  too  well  pleased  to 
supply  the  demand  and  render  all  the  assistance 
possible.  The  pupils  of  one  of  the  grammar 
schools,  at  the  suggestion  and  with  the  help  of 
their  teachers,  by  means  of  an  entertainment  were 
able  to  raise  money  sufficient  to  purchase  a  library 


of  about  200  carefully  selected  books,  which  I  am 
informed  have  been  much  enjoyed  and  have 
tended  to  raise  the  standard  of  reading  among  the 
scholars.  In  the  other  grammar  school  referred 
to,  one  of  the  teachers,  inspired  by  reading  Miss 
Hewins's  manual,  *  Books  for  the  young,*  suggested 
books  for  her  pupils  to  read,  with  most  excellent 
results.  The  reading  recommended  has  been 
mostly  books  of  history,  travel,  science,  etc.  She 
has  from  the  library  twenty  or  thirty  volumes  at  a 
time,  for  which .  she  finds  eager  readers ;  some- 
times permission  being  asked  by  the  scholar  to 
retain  the  books  a  longer  time  than  usual,  that 
the  parents  may  read  them  also.  She  assured 
me  she  finds  no  difficulty  in  inducing  the  children 
to  accept  her  selection ;  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  here  what  I  did  not  say  to  her,  that  her  own 
personality  was  not  without  its  effect  upon  them. 
Such  books  as  Champlin's  *  Civil  war,'  Richard- 
son's *  Story  of  our  country,'  Coffin's  *  Building  of 
the  nation,'  were  read  by  twenty-eight  out  of  a 
school  of  thirty-four  pupils.  Other  teachers  in 
the  building  have  since  followed  her  example  with 
similar  gratifying  results." 

Lowell.  Library  of  Middlesex  Mechan-, 
ics*  Association.  M.  E.  Sargent,  Libr. — "  This 
not  being  a  free  library,  reaches  a  smaller  number 
of  the  pupils  of  the  schools,  but  the  young  people 
who  enjoy  its  privileges  make  constant  use  of  it 
for  school  work.  The  little  folks  are  our  most 
frequent  visitors,  asking  help  on  any  subject  from 

*  How  shall  I  find  how  they  got  the  wooden  horse 
into  Troy,'  and  about  'Electric  motors,'  to  a 
book  *  that  will  tell  of  the  occupations  of  women 
in  all  ages.'  It  is  the  endeavor  to  have  books 
suitable  for  even  the  youngest  readers.  Two  years 
ago,  nearly  400  books  from  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  general  library  were  transferred  to 
the  juvenile  section,  where  now  the  children  have 
a  library  of  about  1,000  volumes,  which,  having 
access  to  the  shelves,  they  very  much  enjoy.  A 
part  of  these  books  were  purchased,  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  an  entertainment  by  themselves ;  so  that 
they  have  a  personal  interest  in  their  department, 
and  the  charging  cards  testify  to  their  growing 
interest  in  the  better  books.  Upon  one  of  the 
lists  of  books  for  purchase  presented  by  the 
children,  it  was  gratifying  to  find  *  The  Story  of  the 
nations'  series,  and  Church's  *  Classics.'  Lanier's 

*  Boys'  King  Arthur,'  *  Froissart,*  *  Mabinogion,' 
Coffin's  and  Drake's  books  have  been  much  read. 
Wood's  *  Backyard  zoo,'  *  Four  feet,  two  feet,  and 
no  feet,'  and  other  books  of  a  similar  character. 
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have    proved   very    entertaining    to     the   little 
ones." 

Lynn.  J.  C.  Houghton,  Ubr. —  "  We  recognize 
the  importance  of  direct,  personal  assistance  to 
the  young,  both  in  the  selection  of  books  for  home 
reading  and  for  researches  in  connection  with  their 
school  studies,  but  we  have  found  something  is 
needed  besides  good  plans  and  faithful  personal 
assistance.  There  should  be  a  room,  or  rooms, 
well  adapted  to  this  juvenile  work,  in  which  the 
young  people  could  receive  attention  from  an 
assistant  specially  fitted  for  this  line  of  work.  We 
have  neither  of  these  requisites;  our  rooms  are 
crowded,  young  people  must  do  their  work  in  the 
general  reading-room,  and  if  they  need  help  it 
must  come  from  the  assistants  already  engaged  in 
the  routine  business  of  the  library.  Nevertheless 
much  good  work  has  been  done.  Our  young 
people  are  experts  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue, 
especially  in  that  portion  of  it  known  as  the 
*  Young  Folk's  Department.' " 

Newton.  Miss  E.  P.  Thurston,  Ubr. —  From 
the  report  of  1888:  "The  library  has  continued 
to  assist  in  the  educational  work  of  the  schools, 
by  sending  to  any  teacher  books  on  whatever 
subject  desired,  and  the  teachers  seem  to  be 
unanimous  in  feeling  that  it  is  a  great  advantage, 
and  in  appreciating  their  privileges.  They  affirm 
that  the  scholars  are  eager  for  the  books,  and 
this  especially  in  some  districts  where  books  are 
not  easy  of  access  to  the  children.  The  teachers 
of  the  lower  grades  report  that  the  little  ones 
learn  their  lessons  more  willingly  and  with  more 
promptness,  in  order  that  they  may  be  allowed 
the  books  afterward.**  Miss  Thurston  writes: 
"We  have  continued  the  work  begun  by  Miss 
James,  and  of  the  twenty  public  schools  of  New- 
ton eighteen  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
privileges  granted.  We  sent  3,882  books  to  the 
schools  in  1888." 

North  Adams.  Miss  C.  A.  Dunton,  Libr, — 
"  We  are  doing  all  we  can  in  the  library  to  have 
our  young  people  improve  in  their  style  of  reading, 
and  the  teachers  in  our  schools  are  much  inter- 
ested in  the  work ;  but  as  yet  no  definite  plan  has 
been  organized,  neither  have  we  any  lists  of  books 
prepared.  Lack  of  means  b  our  excuse  for  hav- 
ing done  so  little." 

North  Easton.  Ames  Free  Library.  Chas.  R. 
Bullard,  Libr, —  "Our  teachers  are  allowed  four 


extra  cards,  to  be  used  in  drawing  books  suitable 
for  use  in  the  schoolroom.  For  influencing  the 
young  in  the  selection  of  books,  no  special 
methods  are  adopted.  Suggestions,  hints,  and  a 
bit  of  advice  now  and  then  from  the  librarian 
serve  in  a  general  way  to  accomplish  the  object, 
in  part  at  least.  A  catalogue  of  books  for  chil- 
dren was  issued  in  1887." 

SoMERViLLK.  Miss  H.  A.  Adams,  Z^r.— "The 
students  select  books  from  a  'Student's  cata- 
logue,' selected  from  our  catalogue  by  our  School 
Committee.  The  pupils  come  with  their  lists 
made  up,  and  we  give  them  what  is  best  suited 
for  their  purpose.  Our  cyclopaedias  and  books  of 
reference  are  constantly  in  use,  and  our  delivery- 
room  is  so  full  at  the  close  of  school  that  we  have 
sometimes  given  out  100  books  in  an  hour." 

Taunton.  E.  C.  Arnold,  Zi^.— "We  allow 
teachers  in  the  High  School  and  Academy  to  draw 
six  volumes  each,  constandy  for  use  in  their 
classes,  in  addition  to  those  they  and  their  pupils 
are  entitled  to  individually.  ...  I  have  had  a 
notice  conspicuously  posted  for  years,  inviting  al- 
persons  needing  assistance  in  pursuit  of  informal 
tion  on  any  subject  to  apply  to  the  Librarian  or 
his  assistants.  Ordinarily  I  have  not  felt  called 
upon  to  volunteer  suggestions  unasked,  lest  I 
might  interfere  with  the  province  of  parents  or 
teachers,  though  I  esteem  it  one  of  my  pleasantest 
duties  to  render  all  the  aid  in  my  power  when  so 
desired.  In  addition  to  lists  for  juveniles  in  the 
classified  index  of  the  general  library,  certain 
books,  appropriate  for  the  young,  are  marked 
with  a  dagger." 

Waltham.  Miss  S.  Johnson,  Libr. —  "The 
teachers  are  allowed  four  books  at  a  time,  to  be 
retained  four  weeks  if  so  desired  for  school  work. 
There  is  a  separate  bulletin  board  for  juvenile 
books,  and  another  on  which  are  pasted  the 
monthly  accessions  for  them."  A  catalogue  of 
books  recommended  for  young  people,  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  was  issued  in  1882. 

Watertown.  Solon  F.  Whitney,  Libr.--  "  We 
allow  teachers  '  teacher's  cards,'  with  the  privilege 
to  take  ten  books  of  use  to  children.  I  speak  at 
teachers'  meetings,  and  propose  to  visit  schools  to 
explain  and  strive  for  more  active  cooperation. 
We  influence  the  young  at  the  library  by  personal 
aid  given  by  myself  and  my  assistants ;  also  by 
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appeal  to  parents  in  reports,  and  by  items  in  the 
local  press,  written,  of  coarse,  by  the  Librarian, 
lists  of  books  have  not  yet  been  specially  pre- 
pared, although  we  have  used  all  the  aids  we  can 
get;  for  example,  Snpt  Eliot's  lists  published  for 
the  Boston  schools  some  years  ago,  lists  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Prince,  of  Waltham,  agent  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  other  lists.  All  these 
mechanical  aids  are  useful  to  the  librarian  in 
raising  the  character  of  his  work,  but  nothing 
will  take  the  place  of  constant  and  incessant  work 
in  the  delivery  of  books,  when  it  is  easiest  to 
influence  choice.  A  list  of  books  prepared 
especially  for  the  young,  I  have  feared  would  be  in 
danger  of  becoming  a  list  of  books  to  be  avoided 
by  the  young,  who  are  jealous  of  undue  influence.'* 

WoRCBSTER.  Free  Public  Library.  S.  S. 
Green,  Lidr, —  Mr.  Green's  work  for  the  young  is 
too  well-known  and  appreciated  to  need  any  com- 
ment Mr.  Higginson,  in  an  address  at  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  Damoo  Memorial  Library  in  Holden, 
Mass.,  says:  '^  We  are  twithin  eight  miles  of  the 
city  (Worcester)  and  the  man  (S.  S.  Green)  under 
whose  auspices  it  has  been  conclusively  proved 
that  the  school  and  the  library  are  practically 
one  enterprise;  that  they  interlock,  and  that  each 
is  imperfect  and  insufficient  without  the  other." 
What  has  been  accomi^shed  in  Worcester  is  ably 
and  fully  reported  upon  in  two  elaborate  essays, 
one  pnblbhed  in  the  Library  jaurtuU  (v.  5,  p.  235- 
45),  the  other  prmted  as  an  appendix  to  the  48th 
annual  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Education.  An  account  of  the  beneficial  results 
of  his  latest  experiment,  that  of  placing  small 
libraries  in  the  several  rooms  of  one  of  the 
grammar  school  buildings,  was  given  at  the 
Thousand  Islands  Conference  in  1887  (Lib.jnl.^ 
12:401-2).  From  Mr.  Green's  note:  "We  do 
not  print  lists  of  books  for  the  young,  but  I  intend 
always  to  have  assistants  enough,  so  that  any  per- 
son who  wants  it,  whether  old  or  young,  may  have 
such  aid  as  he  desires  in  selecting  a  single  book  or 
a  list  of  books." 

Michigan.  Detroit.  H.  M.  Utley,  Libr.— 
**  A  contract  exists  between  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  the  Public  Library  Commission,  by  which 
the  former  becomes  responsible  for  books  lost  or 
damaged,  and  also  assumes  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting books  from  the  library  to  the  schools  and 
return.  A  committee  of  principals  selected  the 
books,  limiting  their  use  for  the  present  to  the 
High  schools  and  the  upper  grades  of  the  Grammar 


schools.  These  books  are  used  as  supplementary 
reading,  and  in  connection  with  studies.  From  six 
to  thirty  copies  of  each  book  are  furnished,  and 
they  are  periodically  returned  to  the  library  and 
transferred,  each  school  obtaining  a  fresh  install- 
ment. The  library  authorities  have  never  printed 
any  separate  lists  of  books  for  the  young,  but  have 
practically  adopted  such  a  list,  prepared  by  a 
clergyman  of  this  dty,  and  sold  extensively  for 
10  cents.  The  list  referred  to  is  founded  on  the 
excellent  list  prepared  some  years  ago  by  Mr. 
Lamed,  of  Buffalo,  but  amended  somewhat,  and 
brought  down  to  date."  From  report  1888 :  "  The 
teachers  who  make  use  of  these  books  in  their 
classes  express  great  enthusiasm  over  the  better 
work  they  are  thereby  able  to  accomplish.**  The 
prindpal  of  the  Higli  School,  in  his  last  annual 
report,  1887-88,  to  the  Board  of  Education,  has  this 
to  say :  "  In  the  same  direction  is  the  gain  to  our 
work,  resulting  from  the  arrangement  made  this 
year  with  the  Public  Library.  It  is  hardly  too  much 
to  say  that  this  has  revolutionized  our  work  in  spme 
branches.  Large  n umbers  of  reference  works  have 
been  furnished  us  to  keep  as  long  as  needed.  A 
sufficient  number  of  copies  of  particular  books  have 
been  furnished  to  enable  us  to  get  them  actually 
into  the  hands  of  all  the  students.  This  has  made 
it  possible  to  broaden  our  historical  and  literary 
work  as  we  could  in  no  other  way.  It  has  been 
almost  equally  valuable  in  furnishing  us  reference 
works  in  sdence.  Surely  the  greatest  good  in 
mere  intellectual  education  that  we  can  do  for  the 
large  majority,  is  in  the  cultivation  of  a  taste  for 
good  reading.  We  cannot  do  this  by  talking  about 
books.  A  love  of  good  reading  comes  not  from 
precept  but  from  practice.  May  we  not  hope  to 
educate  a  class  of  readers  for  the  Public  Library, 
whose  taste  will  look  a  little  higher  than  the 
ephemeral  fiction  of  the  day  ?  " 

Grand  Rapids.  H.  J.  Carr,  Lt'br.^  "  Teachers* 
cards  may  be  drawn,  for  use  in  classes  and  school 
work  only.  Some  of  the  teachers  availed  them- 
selves of  the  special  privilege  gladly,  and  seemed 
to  esteem  it ;  others  found  it  a  burden  and  extra 
care,  and  did  not  especially  appredate  it.  No 
spedal  methods  are  adopted  to  influence  the  young 
in  the  selection  of  books,  beyond  such  personal 
attendance  as,  when  asked  for,  can  be  rendered  by 
the  librarian  and  assistants  without  infringing  on 
the  time  and  rights  of  others  waiting  to  be  served." 

Missouri.  St.  Louis.  F.  M.  Crunden,  Lsbr, 
—  From  report  1887-88:    "The  relation  of  the 
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public  library  to  the  public  school  is  intimate  and 
vital.  Every  year  brings  fuller  recognition  of 
this.  The  schools  everywhere  teach  their  pupils 
to  read;  but  to  learn  how  and  what  to  read 
requires  a  library  (it  should  be  free  to  all),  where 
the  pupil  may  act  upon  the  suggestions,  or  carry 
out  the  instructions  of  the  wise  teacher."  From 
note  of  Librarian :  **  This  library,  formerly  called 
the  Public  School  Library,  derives  its  chief  support 
from  and  is  governed  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Schools.  Though  free  for  reference  purposes,  a 
membership  fee  of  %2  is  required  for  the  privilege 
of  taking  books  home,  which  for  public-school 
pupils  is  reduced  to  $i  per  year.  Except  a  few  of 
the  popular  books,  such  as  Adams,  Alger,  Fosdick, 
et  al.  (and  these  in  limited  quantities),  only  the 
best  books  are  bought  for  the  juvenile  collection. 
A  graded  Ibt  has  been  printed.  Children  applying 
for  books  receive  personal  advice,  and  when  par- 
ticular books  are  not  called  for  the  best  are 
given  them.  High  school  classes  are  frequently 
brought  to  the  library  by  their  teachers,  to  look 
over  books  relating  to  subjects  they  are  studying, 
especially  illustrated  works ;  and  some  visits  have 
been  made  by  classes  of  grammar  school  pupils. 
Recently  fifty  copies  of  a  juvenile  classic  have 
been  sent  to  each  of  four  grammar  schools,  whose 
principals  have  shown  marked  interest  in  chil- 
dren's reading.  These  books  will  be  interchanged, 
and  if  the  experiment  proves  a  success  it  will  be 
extended  next  year  to  other  schools.'' 

Nebraska.  Omaha.  Miss  Jessie  Allen,  Libr. 
—  "This  library  has  no  real  connection  with  the 
public  schools,  being  maintained  by  a  district  tax 
and  having  its  own  Board  of  Directors.  We 
always  signify  our  willingness  to  aid  pupils,  either 
in  selecting  books  for  school  use,  advising  general 
reading,  and  showing  how  to  use  the  reference 
books.  Except  in  this  personal  way,  and  by  pub- 
lishing lists  of  new  accessions,  sometimes  with  and 
sometimes  without  comment,  we  have  never  been 
able  to  offer  assistance." 

New  Hampshire.  Dover.  Miss  C.  H.  Gar- 
land, Z/^. — "There  is  a  comer  of  our  delivery- 
room,  where  the  principal  of  the  largest  Grammar 
school  occasionally  brings  part  of  a  class  to  study 
up  some  one  subject.  We  also  keep  a  good 
variety  of  supplementary  reading  for  the  scholars 
of  the  Grammar  schools.  The  library,  however,  is 
able  to  do  more  effectual  work  in  cooperation  with 
the  High  school  teachers  and  scholars.  .  .  There 
is  a  shelf  in  the  reference-room  for  the  books 


which  the  teachers  select  and  place  there;  and 
each  afternoon  these  books  are  consulted  by 
scholars  who  come  to  the  reference-room  for  that 
purpose.  The  High  school  teachers  are  also  al- 
lowed to  have  several  books  at  a  time  to  be  used 
in  school  work.  Much  personal  aid  is  also  given 
to  individual  scholars,  by  the  attendants.  We 
print  no  list  Lack  of  funds  cripples  us  here,  as  in 
many  other  directions." 

New  York.  Buffalo.  J.  N.  Lamed,  Libr.^ 
"A  considerable  number  of  library  tickets  are 
issued  each  year  to  pupils  in  the  schools  who  are 
recommended  by  their  teachers."  An  excellent 
classified  list  of  books,  which  has  been  much  ap- 
preciated and  used  by  other  librarians,  was  issued 
in  1881. 

Gloversville.  a.  L.  Peck,  Zi^.— Some  of 
the  special  features  of  the  work  of  this  library 
were  printed  in  the  Library  journal  of  1880,  since 
which  time  the  work  has  been  carried  on  in  sub- 
stantially the  same  manner  as  therein  described. 
"  During  the  last  three  years  I  formed  every  fall 
one  or  two  reading  circles  among  the  school  chil- 
dren of  the  Grammar  and  High  schools.  Each 
child  reads  one  book,  sometimes  a  portion  of  a 
book  only,  and  reports  at  certain  times  at  the 
various  meetings.  During  this  winter  the  reading- 
circle  of  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  read  Scott's 
'Lady  of  the  lake,* '  Marmion,'  and  *  The  Lay  of 
the  last  minstrel,'  Gray's  *  Elegy,'  and  Tennyson's 
'Enoch  Arden.'  These  reading  circles  met  for- 
merly in  the  school  house,  later  on  from  house  to 
house,  but  since  the  library  moved  into  large  and 
commodious  quarters  these  meetings  are  held  in 
the  Librarian's  office.  While  I  am  alwa3rs  ready  to 
render  assistance  to  any  of  the  patrons,  the  chil- 
dren have  always  received  my  special  care  and 
attention.  I  completed  four  lists  of  '  Books  for 
the  Young ; '  three  of  these  are  already  in  use, 
and  have  proved  to  be  very  useful.  The  number 
of  children  taking  books  from  the  library  is 
increasing,  and  the  character  of  the  reading  has 
improved." 

HoRNELSViLLE.  From  R.  N.  Tuttle,  Chairman 
of  Managers' — "To  pupils  under  the  age  of 
fifteen,  books  have  been  loaned  from  our  scien- 
tific and  historical  departments  (including  travels 
and  fiction  appropriate  to  these  subjects)  free,  but 
only  on  written  recommendation  of  the  teachers 
each  time,  stating  name  of  pupil  and  name  of 
book.     Teachers   have    been    quite     successful 
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in   interesting   pupils   in  these  departments    of 
study." 

New  York  City.— Children's  Library  Asso- 
ciation.—  Extract  from  circular  received:  "It 
may  not  be  credible  to  most  persons  that  there 
are  probably  50,000  ehildren  in  New  York  City 
who  never  see  the  inside  of  an  attractive  illus- 
trated book.  We  believe  that  the  free  distribu- 
tion of  such  books,  and  of  the  best  illustrated 
newspapers,  among  these  young  children  is  the 
best  antidote  to  the  vile  newspaper  and  cheap 
novels  which  circulate  so  freely."  Extract  from 
Constitution :  "  Its  object  shall  be  to  create  and 
foster  among  children  too  young  to  be  admitted  to 
the  public  libraries,  a  taste  for  wholesome  reading. 
So  far  as  its  means  will  allow,  it  will  supply  the 
children  for  use,  both  at  home  and  in  free  libra- 
ries and  reading-rooms,  with  the  books  and  serials 
best  adapted  to  profit  them,  and  to  prepare  them 
for  the  wisest  use  of  the  public  libraries.*'  From 
Miss  Hanaway :  *'  We  find  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  adopt  methods  to  influence  the  children.  We 
simply  state  that  the  room  is  open  and  free  of 
charge.  They  are  eager  to  get  reading,  and  gladly 
go  after  school  hours.  We  have  stereopticon 
views  after  the  first  hour  and  a  half,  and  also  dis- 
secting maps.  The  attendance  is  an  average  of 
forty  a  day.  We  recently  moved  from  the  Bruce 
Memorial  Building,  on  W.  42d  street,  and  feared 
it  would  be  detrimental  to  our  attendance.  To 
our  surprise,  without  any  notice  being  given,  the 
children  flocked  in  from  the  surrounding  schools, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  send  volunteers  to  assist 
At  present  we  have  no  printed  catalogue,  as  our 
funds  are  low,  and  we  are  obliged  to  economize." 

New  Jersey.  Paterson.  G.  F.  Winchester, 
Libr. —  *•  Special  'teachers' cards*  have  been  issued. 
Teachers  are  allowed  to  take  six  books  at  a  time 
on  a  card.  The  books  taken  are  generally  for  the 
use  of  the  scholars,  whose  reading  the  teachers 
are  supposed  to  direct.  Good  books  are  always 
suggested  to  the  children  by  the  Librarian  when- 
ever opportunity  occurs." 

Ohio.  Akron.  J.  A.  Beebe,  Z/^.— "The 
teachers  send  children  to  the  library  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  their  compositions." 

Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia.  Mercantile 
Library.  J.  Edmands,  Libr. — "Owing  to  a  lack  of 
means,  and  perhaps  to  lack  of  appreciation  of  its 
importance,  our  board  has  taken  no  action  on  my 


suggestion  to  employ  a  person  to  act  as  adviser 
and  helper  to  young  readers.  I  have  begun  the 
preparation  of  a  list  of  books  for  the  young  with- 
out any  assurance  that  the  board  will  print  it." 

Philadelphia.  Philadelphia  Library  Com- 
pany. J.  G.  Barnwell,  Libr, — The  library  has  no 
connection  with  the  schools.  The  printed  lists  of 
other  libraries  and  books  of  known  merit,  adapted 
to  the  tastes  and  capacities  of  the  respective  per- 
sons seeking  help,  are  recommended.  "  I  am 
very  much  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  *  Read- 
ing of  the  young,'  and  have  given  to  it  a  good 
deal  of  personal  attention,  but  without  very  defi- 
nite method.  We  have  no  special  lists  of  books, 
except  that  in  our  last  bulletin  we  collected  some 
appropriate  titles,  under  the  head  of  '  Books  for 
young  people.'" 

Wilkes-Barre.  Osterhout  Library.  Miss  H. 
P.  James,  Libr, —  I  give  Miss  James's  response  to 
my  circular  in  full,  feeling  that  all  will  be  as  glad 
as  I  was  to  hear  from  her  in  her  new  field  of 
labor :  "  I  wish  I  could  give  you  even  a  line,  but, 
being,  as  it  were,  an  infant  in  arms,  I  feel  we  are 
not  old  enough  to  relate  any  experiences,  or  to 
have  any  to  relate.  In  selecting  our  books,  I  was 
careful  to  leave  out  all  sensational  reading,  and 
give  the  preference  to  stories  with  some  hbtorical 
basis.  We  have  a  good  store  of  Henty's  books, 
and  have  appended  a  note  to  each  entry,  showing 
the  time  or  incidents  covered.  The  boys  take  to 
them,  and  do  not  forsake  us  because  we  have 
neither  *  Optic,'  *  Alger,'  or  'Castlemon,'  and  only 
three  of  Verne.  Of  course  we  have  all  the  books 
of  Coffin,  Drake,  Knox,  Butterworth,  French,  and 
Scudder.  In  the  reference-room  I  have  a  goodly 
constituency  of  small  readers  with  ragged  clothes, 
not  very  clean  faces,  but  their  hands  are  clean. 
The  lavatory  close  by  the  door  is  visited  before 
they  come  to  me  for  books,  as  they  have  learned 
that  it  is  indispensable.  Then  they  come  in  smil- 
ing for  a  St.  Nicholas  or  perhaps  some  other  book 
they  want.  I  am  very  much  gratified  to  have 
been  able  to  get  so  many  in,  already.  I  feared 
that  the  beauty  of  the  room  might  be  a  little  for- 
bidding, but  they  don't  mind  it  in  the  least.  A 
better  behaved  set  than  the  little  ragamuffins  are 
would  be  hard  to  find.  I'd  like  a  large  room 
devoted  to  them,  but  that  is  not  possible  here  at 
present." 

Rhode  Island.  Pawtucket.  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Sanders,  Libr.  —  To  an  account  of  the  excellent 
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work  of  this  library,  many  of  us  listened  with 
much  interest  at  the  Thousand  Islands  Conference. 
Also  a  paper  read  before  the  Rhode  Island  Insti- 
tute of  Instruction  by  the  Librarian,  relative  to 
the  library's  connection  with  the  schools,  appears 
in  the  March  number  of  the  Library  journal^  1889. 
From  Mrs.  Sanders's  response  to  my  circular,  I 
quote :  "In  December  the  Trustees  passed  a  vote 
that '  All  pupils  of  the  public  schools  that  read 
and  write  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Trustees, 
may  be  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library.*  I 
sometimes  tell  a  child  a  little  of  the  contents  of  a 
book  just  enough  to  excite  an  interest,  and  then 
ask  him  to  tell  me,  when  it  is  returned,  how  and 
why  he  likes  or  dislikes  it.  I  often  get  a  very 
creditable  review  in  a  childish  way."  No  printed 
lists. 

Providence.  W.  E.  Foster,  Libr.  —  From  the 
report  of  1888,  relative  to  the  cooperation  between 
the  Public  Library  and  the  Public  School :  "  In 
few  places  in  this  country  were  efforts  in  this 
direction  made  earlier  than  here;  while,  owing 
solely  to  limited  funds,  this  city  has  in  the  past 
ten  years  been  completely  outstripped  by  others  in 
this  particular.  A  slight  step  iit  advance  was  felt 
to  be  possible  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
It  has  from  the  first  been  felt  that  a  larger  amount 
of  use  of  the  library  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
and  pupils  was  a  matter  of  great  importance ;  but 
the  inevitable  difficulty  met  with  was  that  the 
concentration  of  this  use  of  individual  books  had 
repeatedly  had  the  result  of  creating  a  scarcity, 
as  there  were  by  no  means  enough  to  go  around." 
To  overcome  this  difficulty,  was  first  an  appro- 
priation of  $200  for  duplicating  books  suitable  for 
the  object;  next,  the  preparation  of  a  special 
catalogue  of  these  books ;  and  then  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  books  which  can  be  taken  on 
the  special  'teachers*  card*  from  seven  to  ten. 
"  All  these  steps,  which  are  either  now  fully  taken 
or  in  process  of  fulfillment,  will  constitute  an  im- 
portant reenforcement  of  the  library's  measures 
of  cooperation  with  the  schools.**  In  a  very 
interesting  illustrated  article,  descriptive  of  this 
library,  in  the  Providence  Sunday  journal^  March 
ID,  1889,  is  quoted  a  statement  of  the  prindpal  of 
one  of  the  grammar  schools.  Speaking  of  the 
beneficial  results  which  he  had  personally  seen 
follow  the  long-continued  cooperation  between 
the  library  and  the  school,  to  improve  the  standard 
of  reading  among  the  pupils,  he  said:  "While 
ten  years  ago  it  was  common  to  find  a  boy  bringing 
*  nickel  stories '  to  school,  now  a  boy  who  did  it 


would  become  unpopular  with  his  classmates.** 
Mr.  Foster  writes :  "  What  is  true  of  this  school 
is  true  also  of  others  here.*' 

Tenicrssek.  Rugby.  M.  S.  Pcrcival,  Lihr.  — 
**  The  library  Trustees  have  given  extra  privileges 
in  our  schools.  In  the  selection  of  books,  the 
Librarian's  personal  influence  has  been  exerted  in 
favor  of  historical  and  scientific  reading,  some- 
times by  request  of  parents ;  but  as  a  rule  great 
carelessness  exists,  there  being  apparently  but 
little  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  parents.'* 

Vermont.  Burlington.  Fletcher  Free  Li- 
brary. Miss  S.  C.  Hagar,  Libr, —  From  the  annual 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  1888 :  "  I 
place  a  very  high  estimate  upon  the  value  of  the 
library  in  its  relation  to  our  schools,  and  have  often 
called  attention  to  its  use  and  helpfulness  in  the 
work  of  instruction  and  training  conducted  in  the 
schools.**  In  the  same  report  is  found  similar  tes- 
timony from  several  of  the  teachers,  acknowledg- 
ing the  hearty  cooperation  and  invaluable  help  of 
the  Librarian  and  her  assistants.  "  I  have  strong 
reasons  for  thinking  that  pupils  as  a  whole  are  read- 
ing a  better  class  of  books  than  formerly.  .  .  . 
Doubtless  there  is  yet  ample  room  for  improve- 
ment in  this  respect,  but  I  believe  there  is  a  change, 
and  that  in  the  right  direction ;  and  that  if  parents, 
librarians,  and  teachers  would  make  common 
cause  in  this  matter,  great  and  lasting  good  could 
be  done  in  behalf  of  popular  education  through 
the  practical  and  ever-ready  means  afforded  by 
our  public  library.*'  This  report  also  contains  a 
long  list  of  books,  over  750,  read  and  circulated  in 
the  intermediate  schools  during  the  year.  This 
good  work  seems  to  be  carried  on  in  the  schools 
of  all  grades,  even  to  some  extent  among  the 
pupils  of  the  primary  schools.  Miss  Hagar  writes : 
"  The  Librarian  depends  on  her  own  personal  in- 
fluence to  guide  the  young  in  their  choice  of 
books.  .  .  .  The  boys  are  always  more  easily 
influenced  to  like  useful  reading;  the  girls  rarely 
take  anything  for  amusement  but  stories,  but  if 
they  have  an  essay  to  write  they  will  work  harder 
than  the  boys  to  get  it  up.**  We  trust  Miss  Ha- 
gar's  girls  are  exceptional. 

Wisconsin.  Madison.  From  the  State  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools  were  received  lists  of 
books  appropriate  for  and  used  in  the  public- 
school  libraries  of  that  State. 

Milwaukee.    K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Libr. —  From 
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Mr.  Linderfelt's  report  to  the  Trustees  upon 
the  operation  of  a  recent  experiment^ by  which 
library  books  have  been  distributed  by  teach- 
era  to  the  public-school  children,  a  resolution 
was  paased  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  permit 
teachers  interested  in  supplying  reading  matter  to 
their  pupils,  to  select  books  from  the  shelves  of 
the  library.  •*  In  accordance  with  the  notice  in- 
forming teachers  of  the  action  of  the  library 
board,  twenty-nine  teachers  applied  for  the  privi- 
lege. .  .  .  Before  obtaining  lx>oks  from  teach- 
ers, pupils  were  required  to  secure  the  necessary 
library  cards,  guarantees,  etc.  .  .  The  issuance 
of  books  by  teadiers  to  pupils  is  made  in  the  same 
manner  as  in  the  library."  .  .  .  According  to 
the  reports  of  teachers,  as  results  of  this  experi- 
ment, 830  books  were  taken  from  the  library  and 
distributed  among  the  teachers  of  the  various 
schools ;  ^  2,498  issues  of  these  books  have  been 
made,  and  the  volumes  have  been  retained  at  the 
schools  an  average  of  five  and  one-half  weeks. 
From  twenty  teachers  replying  to  my  inquiries  as 
to  the  advantage  of  this  system,  I  have  received 
many  encouraging  comments.  Pupils  in  the 
schools  in  the  outlying  wards  cannot  obtain  good 
English  books  in  any  other  way,  and  such  matter 
as  is  supplied  is  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
borrowers.  The  reading  of  the  pupils  has  a  de- 
cidedly beneficial  effect  upon  the  general  school 
work.  .  .  .  The  selections  made  by  the  teach- 
ers are  specially  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the 
child,  and  the  opportunity  thus  furnished  removes, 
in  a  great  measure,  the  temptation  to  read  the 
trashy  literature  too  easily  obtained  by  young 
readers;  a  decided  improvement  in  the  taste  of 
children  is  noticeable.  Many  complimentary  re- 
marks are  received  from  parents,  and  great  satis- 
faction has  been  expressed  that  pupils  whose 
opportunities  for  reading  at  home  are  so  limited, 
should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  such  excellent  works 
as  have  been  put  into  their  hands.  .  .  .  Books 
of  doubtful  character,  the  perusal  of  which  may 
amuse  without  instructing,  and  which  may  create 
a  taste  for  reading  not  to  be  satisfied  by  works 
which  cultivate  the  intelligence  and  inform  the 
mind,  are  by  this  method  left  out  of  use,  and  the 
most  positive  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
art  of  reading  are  made  available.  .  .  .  Peda- 
gogues have  learned  at  last  that  the  greatest  means 
of  education  is  to  be  found  in  the  intelligent  read- 
ing of  suitable  books.  .  .  .  It  is  certain  that 
the  thousands  of  boys  and  girls  enjoying  oppor- 
tunities of  reading  suitable  books  obtained  from 
the  library,  will  greatly  appreciate  the  advantages 


of  these  institutions  in  future,  after  withdrawal 
from  school,  where  they  have  acquired  the  habit 
of  reading.''  Mr.  Linderfelt  adds  that  this  report 
"  relates  to  an  extended  systematic  trial  of  what 
has  been  done  for  a  long  time  sporadically.  It 
will  be  a  permanent  institntioD." 

England.  Nottingham.  Children's  Lend- 
ing Library.  J.  P.  Briscoe,  Libr, —  From  a  paper 
sent  by  the  Librarian,  read  by  hhn  at  the  Plymouth 
meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  September, 
1885,  and  published  in  the  Library  chronicle: 
**  Children  are  not  content  in  these  days  to  spend 
all  their  leisure  moments  in  running  about  the 
streets,  in  attending  to  the  younger  members  of 
the  family,  and  in  other  ways  peculiar  to  preced 
ing  generations.  Even  at  the  age  of  seven  or 
eight  years  boys  and  girls  are  able  to  read  with 
great  facility  and  with  some  degree  of  intelligence. 
This  feature  in  the  juveniles  of  to-day  should  be 
carefully  considered  by  all  whose  desire  it  is  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation. 
The  love  of  reading  should  be  fostered  in  sudi  a 
manner  as  will  afford  both  recreation  and  knowl- 
edge. How  is  this  to  be  effected?  To  satisfy 
the  craving  for  books  by  several  children  of  both 
sexes  in  any  household  means  a  considerable  out- 
lay on  the  part  of  their  parents, — an  expenditure 
which  the  middle  and  working  classes  cannot 
afford.  As  these  sections  of  the  community  con- 
stitute the  greater  part  of  the  people,  we  must 
consequently  consider  their  needs,  and,  as  far  as 
practicable,  supply  their  wants.  This  can  best  be 
done  by  the  extension  of  the  public-library  system, 
by  the  establishment  of  free  public  libraries  for 
children.  In  some  of  our  rate-supported  libraries 
juvenile  sections  have  been  formed.  Here  juve- 
nile borrowers  have  to  mix  with  adults,  often  to 
the  inconvenience  of  both.  It  is  highly  desirable 
that  children's  libraries  should,  where  practicable, 
be  located  in  rooms  to  themselves  and  in  the 
same  building  as  an  adult  library,  where  they  can 
be  under  the  supervision  of  the  principal  libra- 
rian. Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  the 
appointment  of  a  librarian.  A  person  holding 
this  position  ought  to  have,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  qualifications  of  a  library  assistant,  a 
love  for  children  and  to  be  accustomed  to  their 
management  .  .  .  Who  are  responsible  for 
creating  a  love  for  good  reading  and  the  proper 
selection  of  books — librarians  or  parents?  Un- 
doubtedly the  latter,  for  several  obvious  reasons, 
although  librarians  may,  as  far  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  be  consulted  on  this  matter.    .    .    . 
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The  cost  of  maintaining  libraries  for  the  young 
varies  according  to  circamstances.  The  annual 
expenditure  for  our  children's  library,  of  nearly 
3,000  volumes,  with  a  daily  average  issue  of  nearly 
100  volumes,  is  about  100  per  annum.  Children's 
libraries  for  small  towns  and  villages,  open  on,  say 


two  evenings  per  week,  can,  however,  be  estab- 
lished and  maintained  at  a  much  smaller  cost 
than  that  indicated,  the  sum  varying  greatly  with 
local  circumstances."  (Library  chronicle^  April, 
1886.)  There  was  also  received  a  list  of  admir- 
ably selected  books  to  be  found  in  this  library. 


USES  OF   SUBJECT  CATALOGS    AND  SUBJECT  LISTS. 

BY  W:    E.   FOSTER,   LIBRARIAN   PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


■flTITH  the  gradual  multiplication  of  bibli- 
ographical helps  of  all  kinds,  and  the 
wider  recognition  of  the  value  of  such  helps, 
a  wise  avoidance  of  the  objections  which 
present  themselves  to  the  carrying  out  of  a 
scheme  of  subject  cataloging  in  any  indi- 
vidual library  becomes  a  practical  question. 
Those  oftenest  met  with  are  the  two  follow- 
ing: That  it  is  labor  lost,  because  duplicat- 
ing what  is  done  elsewhere ;  and  that  it  does 
not  really  serve  the  end  intended. 

To  consider  the  second  of  these  first  in 
order,  we  need  to  remember  that  the  classes 
of  persons  for  whose  benefit  such  work  as 
this  is  undertaken,  will  vary  widely  with  the 
character  of  the  library.  In  the  case,  for 
instance,  of  an  entomological  society's 
library,  they  would  of  necessity  be  special- 
ists, almost  exclusively.  In  the  case  of  a 
natural  history  society,  specialists  also, 
though  in  a  less  degree ;  in  a  college  library, 
still  less ;  in  a  public  library  of  the  ordinary 
type,  even  less ;  reaching,  perhaps,  the  mini- 
mum in  the  case  of  a  mechanics'  library  asso- 
ciation, or  a  newsboys' free  library  and  reading- 
room,  or  a  working  girls'  institute  and  library. 
And  yet,  any  one  who  has  been  in  charge  of 
one  of  these  last-named  types  of  libraries 
must  have  been  struck  with  the  extent  to 
which  the  tendency  to  specialized  methods  of 
reading  develops  itself  in  what  might  be  con- 
sidered the  unlikeliest  quarters,  —  particularly 
when  the  library  atmosphere  is  constantly 
rendered  a  congenial  one  for  the  development 
and  encouragement  of  this  tendency.  If  the 
librarian,  and  this  is  exceptionally  true  of  the 
great  majority  of  our  public  libraries,  can  see  in 
his  clientage  —  much  of  it  as  it  first  comes 


to  him  almost  wholly  aimless  in  its  demand  for 
books  —  the  potential  readers  of  specialized 
method  and  aim  of  a  few  years  hence,  he  is 
likely  to  come  to  regard  any  and  every  form 
of  subject  catalog  and  bibliography  as  mate- 
rial for  his  purpose. 

One  word,  however,  as  to  the  specific  use  to 
be  made  of  it.  In  saying  that  it  will  prove 
material  for  his  purpose,  I  am  by  no  means 
saying  that  in  every  instance  the  bibliograph- 
ical help  is  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
untrained  reader,  just  as  issued  in  its  original 
form,  with  no  word  of  explanation,  no  modi- 
fication, no  simplification.  In  many  instances, 
it  will  have  to  be  "  translated  into  the  terms 
of  the  untrained  reader,"  so  to  speak,  whether 
by  placing  it  before  him  with  a  verbal  explana- 
tion, or  by  rewriting  portions  of  it,  or  by 
selecting  from  an  extended  list  those  refer- 
ences which  are  of  widest  application.  All 
of  these  are  alike  important  and  necessary 
ways  of  meeting  the  case.  Perhaps  a  con- 
crete illustration  will  best  indicate  the  exact 
bearing  of  this  portion  of  the  subject.  A  stone- 
cutter, we  will  suppose,  comes  into  the  library, 
saying:  "My  little  girl  is  in  the  grammar 
school,  and  she  wants  something  about  Long- 
fellow's house  at  Cambridge  for  a  school 
exercise."  Or  a  newsboy,  we  will  supp)ose, 
comes  to  the  librarian  of  the  Newsboys' 
Free  Library,  saying:  "Mister,  I  took  out 
this  book  about  Washington,  but  it  don't  tell 
about  his  coming  to  New  York  to  the  Inaugu- 
ration;" or  a  shop  girl  says:  "I  have  had 
out  Macaulay's  *  History  of  England,'  but  I 
can't  find  much  in  it  about  William  the  Con- 
queror." In  each  of  these  instances,  the  libra- 
rian either  places  before  the  inquirer  a  printed 
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subject  catalog  of  the  library,  formed  after 
the  method  of  the  Brooklyn  catalog  or  the 
Brooklyn  catalog  itself,  explaining  that  it  is 
not  the  catalog  of  that  library;  or,  in  the 
case  of  the  periods  of  English  history,  such 
a  book  as  Adams's  *'  Manual  of  historical 
literature;"  or  refers  the  inquirer  to  the 
card  catalog  of  the  library;  or  explains 
verbally  what  there  is  to  be  told,  either  after 
having  consulted  for  himself  one  of  these 
lists  or  not. 

Now,  all  these  instances  represent  one 
pole,  so  to  speak,  of  the  matter, — namely,  the 
reader  with  the  minimum  of  intelligent  appre- 
ciation of  the  subject.  At  the  opposite  p)ole, 
we  shall  find  the  other  class  for  whom,  if  for 
any  persons,  the  subject  catalogs  referred 
to  might  be  supposed  not  to  serve  a  purpose, 
—  namely,  the  special  student,  the  man  with 
the  maximum  of  intelligent  appreciation  of 
his  special  subject. 

We  will  suppose  that  the  library  in  ques- 
tion is  a  college  library,  and  that  the  special- 
ist is  an  instructor  in  history,  and  that  one  of 
the  subjects  which  comes  before  him  for  inves- 
tigation is  "  The  Indian  tribes  6f  this  conti- 
nent." Now,  it  is  well  to  admit  in  the  outset 
that  he  will  necessarily  have  been  familiar  pre- 
viously with  a  great  part  of  the  field  of  inves- 
tigation,—  that  portion  of  it  which  naturally 
grows  out  of  a  study  of  the  early  explorations 
and  discoveries  of  the  continent,  or  of  the 
series  of  wars  of  the  early  colonists  with  the 
Indian  tribes.  His  studies,  however,  have 
not  led  him  to  any  such  extent  through  such 
phases  of  the  question  as  the  following:  — 
Government  action  in  re-locating  the  tribes, 
1830-42 ;  the  relations  of  these  re-locations 
to  the  movement  towards  peopling  the  trans- 
Mississippi  region  with  white  settlers,  1848- 
88;  the  methods  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Canadian  government  in  dealing  with  the 
Indian  tribes  compared ;  the  successive  efforts 
since  1880  testing  the  capacity  of  the  native 
Indian  for  the  institutions  of  civilization 
and  education;  and  a  comparative  view  of 
the  present  distribution  of  the  tribes  by  race 
and  language.  Place  before  such  a  man,  how- 
ever, a  few  such  subject  catalogs  as  the 
Brooklyn    and  Boston  Athenaeum    catalogs. 


Poolers  Index,  some  of  the  various  reference 
lists  on  the  Indian  tribes,  the  Field  Library 
catalog,  etc.,  and  he  will  tell  you  that  they  have 
proved  very  serviceable  in  at  once  broaden- 
ing the  field  of  his  observation;  that  while,  of 
course,  he  might  ultimately  have  come  at  all 
of  these  by  himself,  he  is  glad  to  have  the 
matter  expedited  for  him  by  the  opportunity  of 
comparing  these  very  suggestive  references ; 
that,  in  short,  he  has  been  the  better  able  to 
make  these  helps  helpful  to  him,  from  the 
fact  that  he  iV  a  specialist. 

Now,  on  the  other  hand,  let  us  suppose  a 
man  who  has  given  a  series  of  years  to  thor- 
oughly scientific  work  in  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Ethnology.  He  also  is  a  special- 
ist on  this  same  subject  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
but  in  a  different  way.  Those  divisions  of 
the  field  which  the  historical  student  had  less 
familiarity  with,  he  knows  best ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  his  knowledge  is  correspondingly 
limited  in  those  portions  best  known  to  the 
historical  student, —  namely,  the  early  explo- 
rations and  discoveries,  the  earlier  contact  of 
the  colonists  with  the  natives,  etc.  For  him, 
consequently,  to  be  able  to  glance  over 
subject  catalogs  such  as  we  just  enumer- 
ated, is  likewise  a  corrective  and  a  serviceable 
aid  which  he  greatly  appreciates. 

One  more  illustration,  this  time  from 
natural  science.  A  specialist  who  has 
devoted  a  series  of  years  mainly  to  the 
study  of  American  moths,  is  obviously 
exhaustively  familiar  with  everything  specific- 
ally upon  that  subject.  But  turning  some  day 
over  the  pages  of  a  subject  catalog  like 
those  we  have  mentioned,  he  finds  under  the 
headings  "  Agricultural  Botany,"  or  "  Botany, 
Economic,"  or  "Biology,"  or  "Vegetable 
Physiology"  or  "Plants  and  Insects,  Rela- 
tions of,"  various  suggestive  references  to 
other  material  which  it  is  well  worth  his 
while  to  be  advised  of. 

The  principle  involved  in  these  illustrations 
is  an  obvious  one.  It  may  be  thus  stated. 
The  tendency  of  specialized  studies  is  con- 
stantly to  the  extreme  of  differentiation  and 
specialization;  and  this  is  true  also  of  the 
tendency  of  the  bibliographies  specially  pre- 
pared within  these  special  subjects,  and  even 
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special  subdivisions  of  subjects.  The  special 
student  whose  work  is  prosecuted  in  one  of 
these  **  compartments  *'  of  the  subject,  as  we 
may  not  inappropriately  call  it,  finds  a  princi- 
pal and  very  serviceable  use  of  the  general 
system  of  subject  cataloging,  as  affecting 
his  own  studies,  in  the  extent  to  which  the 
various  subject  catalogs  and  subject  lists 
serve  to  bring  under  his  eye  and  to  his  imme- 
diate attention  the  existence  of  bibliograph- 
ical helps  in  departments  outside  his  own 
narrow  specialty,  indeed,  but  with  a  close 
bearing  upon  his  own  department 

I  will  quote  at  this  point  from  a  letter  so 
strongly  confirmatory  of  the  above  statement, 
from  the  specialist's  point  of  view,  as  to 
form  an  appropriate  accompaniment  to  it 
Dr.  H.  B.  Adams,  in  charge  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  History  and  Politics  at  Johns  Hop- 
kins University,  writes  as  follows  in  relation 
to  the  work  of  teachers  and  students  at  that 
university,  and  the  aid  furnished  by  subject 
catalogs  and  subject  lists.    He  says :  — 

^  From  the  standpoint  of  a  student  of  history, 
I  may  say  that  without  such  aids  teachers  ami 
pupils  would  often  be  as  helpless  as  a 
traveller  without  a  map  or  a  guide-book.  No 
specialist  or  any  other  seeker  after  historical 
truth  can  possibly  be  so  familiar  with  the 
entire  range  of  literature  in  a  given  field  as 
to  be  above  the  necessity  of  consulting  good 
bibliographies,  published  catalogs,  etc.'*  ^  In 
the  practical  workings  of  our  department 
library  in  this  university,  the  card  catalogs, 
and  the  published  catalogs  of  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  Brooklyn,  and  Boston  Public 
Library,  Poole's  Index,  etc,  are  found  to  be 
of  the  greatest  service.  Our  own  subject 
catalog  is  in  constant  use  from  morning 
till  night  Graduate  and  undergraduate 
students  run  to  it  as  men  do  to  dictionaries, 
encyclopaedias,  historical  atlases,  and  other 
works  of  reference.  If  they  do  not  find  what 
they  want,  they  go  to  the  Peabody  Library, 
and  consult  the  more  elaborate  subject  cata- 
logs of  that  institution"  (card  catalogs). 
^  There  are  some  things  that  a  good  student 
or  a  good  library  must  know.  First,  what 
information  is  at  hand  upon  a  given  subject ; 
second,  if  nothing  is  at  hand,  where  some- 


thing can  be  found.  Both  the  student  and 
the  library  are  driven  to  subject  catalogs 
and  subject  lists,  for  a  proper  sjrstematizing 
of  their  own  collections." 

The  second  of  the  two  objections,  however, 
raises  a  question  of  no  small  importance, — 
namely,  that  this  work  of  subject  cataloging 
is  labor  lost,  because  duplicating  what  is  done 
elsewhere. 

The  tendency  of  library  work  to-day  in 
every  department  is  emphatically  against 
unnecessary  duplicating,  and  as  emphati- 
cally in  favor  of  ^  doing  a  thing  once  for  all," 
even  in  such  external  and  mechanical  details 
as  registration  forms  and  delivery  systems. 
In  these  departments  its  importance  is  ob- 
vious, and  it  is  none  the  less  essential  in 
the  field  of  cataloging.  There  is  perhaps 
no  more  urgent  and  perplexing  proUem 
demanding  consideration  in  the  management 
of  what  we  may  call  the  smaller  libraries, 
those,  for  instance,  of  from  10,000  to  20,000 
volumes,  than  just  how  far  to  carry  the  work 
of  subject  cataloging.  Time  and  attention 
have  been  devoted  for  years  past  to  interesting 
these  smalleV  libraries  in  this  very  direction. 
Now  that  there  seems  to  be  a  more  wide- 
spread tendency  to  engage  in  this  work  than 
ever  before,  and  when  we  have  abundant 
reason  to  be  encouraged  at  these  results,  we 
are  confronted  with  this  new  and  very  real 
cause  of  perplexity. 

Take  it,  for  example,  as  related  to  the  ques- 
tion of  dealing  with  the  contents  of  com- 
posite works,  and  of  analytical  entries  in  the 
catalog,  covering  such  instances  as  volumes 
of  essays,  periodicals,  proceedings  of  socie- 
ties, reports  of  labor  and  other  boards,  and 
other  similar  instances.  Now  there  never  has 
been  any  question  as  to  the  desirableness  of 
getting  at  the  material  hidden  away  in  these 
composite  or  serial  publications.  The  one 
practical  question  is  the  avoiding  of  waste  or 
duplication  of  labor. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  fields 
of  analytical  exposition  has  been  very  thor- 
oughly laid  open — and  once  for  aU  —  since 
the  date  at  which  Mr.  Cutter  and  Mr.  Noyes 
began  the  publication  of  their  extraordinarily 
valuable  catalogs.    I   mean,  of  course,   the 
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field  of  periodical  literature  in  Poole's  Index. 
In  no  subsequent  catalog  of  an  individ- 
ual library,  therefore,  can  it  ever  again  be 
worth  while  entirely  to  duplicate  this  work 
on  a  separate  scale.  Of  the  almost  equally 
indispensable  material  known  under  the 
general  term  of  essays,  we  have  not  as  yet 
an  index,  on  the  scale  of  Poole's  Index.  It 
can  hardly  be  doubted,  however,  that  the 
inevitable  appearance  of  this  "Index  to 
General  Literature"  is  only  a  question  of 
time,  and  we  are  assured  of  this  in  Mr. 
Fletcher's  very  promising  "reports  of  prog- 
ress." For  these  (in  many  instances)  and  the 
"series"  (like  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  Chaucer  Society,  etc.),  we  have  the 
work  done  for  us  in  catalogs  such  as  those 
named  above  (the  Boston  Athenaeum,  etc.); 
and  it  seems,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  be 
the  part  of  wise  economy,  in  the  case  of 
those  libraries  which  are  not  blessed  with  so 
extensive  funds  as  these  larger  ones,  to  make 
use  of  the  clues  thus  generously  furnished 
in  these  catalogs,  rather  than  to  construct 
duplicates  of  them  for  themselves ;  and,  I  will 
still  further  add,  to  make  them  more  directly 
available  by  entering  their  own  book-numbers 
on  the  margin. 

And  yet,  long  experience  in  the  use  of 
these  catalogs,  and  of  material  similar  to 
them  in  my  own  library,  and  the  improbability 
that  in  that  library  we  shall  ever  be  able  to 
make  any  very  lavish  expenditure  for  cata- 
loging, have  made  me  very  ready  to  seize 
upon  any  means  of  still  further  incorporating 
their  benefits  into  our  catalogs,  and  of  thus 
utilizing  them  to  the  fullest  degree.  As  a 
result  of  the  consideration  given  to  this 
matter,  I  have  adopted  the  following  plan  for 
a  consolidated  catalog,  which  I  am  expecting 
to  put  very  soon  into  the  printer's  hands. 
It  is  briefly  as  follows:    In  subject  entries 


and  others  there  is  no  duplication  of  the 
minute  work  of  analysis  found  in  Poole, 
Noyes,  and  elsewhere;  but  its  benefit  is 
availed  of  by  references  such  as  the  following ; 
for  instance :  — 
Under  ^Mtf^.Eint 


[See  also  Poole's  Index,    ist  Supp.] 
[See  Brooklyn  Catal.] 


Under  HttmOton,  A. 

[See  Ford's  *'  BibUotheca  Hamiltoniana."! 
Under  Mduackusgits  Hist&rkal  SpcUfy, 

[See  Boston  AtbeMenm  Catal.  for  conplete  contents  up 
to  1876,  since  which  see  card  catalog  of  this  library.] 

We  may  look,  I  think,  for  no  abandonment 
of  the  subject  catalog  principle  in  the 
future.  That  principle  is  the  inseparable 
accompaniment  of  the  new  and  promising 
lines  of  library  work  in  the  direction  of  the 
specializing  of  reading  for  the  general  reader, 
which  are  becoming  more  common  and  more 
deeply  rooted  every  year.  But  we  may  look, 
I  think,  for  a  wiser  economy  in  the  adapta- 
tion of  the  various  means  to  this  very 
desirable  end.  I  have  on  an  earlier  occasion 
expressed  my  own  conviction  that  one  phase 
of  the  solution  to  this  problem  lies  in  the 
preparation  of  special  subject  lists,  as  occa- 
sion arises,  as  well  as  in  the  utilization  of  all 
available  printed  subject  lists  and  catalogs; 
and  that  in  the  "  bibliographical  economy  " 
of  the  future  we  shall  see  two  lines  of 
library  work  advance  side  by  side  —  namely, 
a  general  cataloging  of  the  entire  library, 
but  within  definitely  prescribed  limits  as  to 
fullness,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  library's  resources  on  particular 
topics,  as  occasion  arises,  with  the  utmost 
exhaustiveness  possible  at  the  time. 

To  this  may  now  be  added  the  suggestion, 
already  widely  followed,  as  I  am  glad  to  find, 
in  many  of  the  smaller  libraries,  of  incorpo- 
rating this  material,  prepared  when  some 
special  occasion  arises,  into  the  library's 
card  catalog,  and  thus  making  it  of  perma- 
nent rather  than  ephemeral  service. 


'  For  the  discussion  on  this  paper,  see  Proceedings  (Fifth  session). 
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REPORT  ON  CLASSIFICATION. 


BY    RICHARD    BLISS,    LIBRARIAN    REDWOOD    LIBRARY,   NEWPORT,   R.   I. 


A  SAILOR  in  one  of  our  seaport  towns 
^^  once  explained  his  preference  for  attend- 
ing a  church  where  a  responsive  service  was 
used  rather  than  one  of  another  denomination, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  satisfaction  to  be 
able  to  "jaw  back  "  at  the  minister.  Now  the 
reporter  on  classification  —  a  preacher  for  the 
time  being — has  no  wish  that  any  of  his 
fellow-members  should  refrain  from  "jawing 
back "  in  this  service.  On  the  contrary,  in 
order  that  sufficient  inducement  to  that  inno- 
cent amusement  may  be  afforded,  he  purposes 
making  a  few  remarks,  interspersed  with  criti- 
cism, on  classification  in  general  as  prelimi- 
nary to  his  report,  which  is,  in  itself,  more  of 
a  commentary  than  a  text.  And  as  librarians 
are  notoriously  quite  as  sensitive  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  bibliothical  offspring  as  natural 
parents  are  in  regard  to  their  bodily  issue,  he 
doubts  not  that  the  privilege  the  sailor  prized 
will  be  appreciated  here  also. 

So  far  as  the  arrangement  of  books  is  con- 
cerned, librarians  may  be  divided  into  three 
groups  —  the  anti-classifiers,  the  pseudo-clas- 
sifiers, and  the  classifiers,  sometimes  called 
close-classifiers.  The  anti-classifiers  either 
arrange  the  books  as  they  come  in,  without 
regard  to  juxtaposition  of  subject,  or  they 
adopt  some  sort  of  group-arrangement,  perhaps 
on  the  mnemonic  plan,  which  does  duty  for  a 
classification.  The  pseudo-classifiers  are 
primarily  classifiers  who  have  been  dismayed 
by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory 
system,  or  who  have  been  influenced  by  the 
animadversion  of  the  anti-classifiers,  and  try 
to  sit  on  two  stools  at  once,  with  the  usual 
result.  As  the  former  do  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  this  paper,  the  reporter  has  noth- 
ing to  report  on  them  or  their  works. 

Co5rdination  of  knowledge  must  ever  be  a 
difficult  matter,  and  a  perfect  systematic 
arrangement  is  perhaps  impossible  ;  but  any 
one  who  will  review  the  history  of  classifica- 
tion for  the  past  twenty  years  will  see  how 
much  progress  has  been  made  during  that 


time  in  the  systematization  of  knowledge. 
Past  experience  would  seem  to  invalidate  Mr. 
Fletcher's  conclusion  that  "  nothing  better  in 
the  way  of  systems  is  to  be  hoped  for  than 
those  we  now  have." 

One  of  the  chief  difficulties  the  ckssifier 
has  to  contend  with  is  found  in  the  nature  of 
the  subject  itself.  The  interdigitation  of  cer- 
tain branches  of  knowledge  and  their  far- 
reaching  relationships  seem  to  render  any  lin- 
eal gradation  impossible.  This  is  one  of  the 
points  seized  upon  by  the  opponents  of  close- 
classification  as  an  argument  for  the  useless- 
ness  of  any  attempt  to  classify  at  all.  Folk- 
lore, for  example,  is  a  division  which  has  many 
alliances,  namely,  with  ethnology,  religion, 
medicine,  sociology,  art  and  literature,  and 
librarians  may  differ  widely  as  to  where  to  put 
it.  But  must  we  therefore  conclude  that 
there  is  no  close  relationship  to  be  found  in 
the  subdivisions  of  science,  philosophy,  or  the 
useful  arts  ? 

The  question  how  far  classification  shall  be 
carried  is  one  which,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  said  upon  it,  is  far  from  settled. 
Even  the  most  ardent  classifier  must  admit 
that  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  classification 
cannot  be  extended  to  either  with  satisfaction 
or  advantage;  for,  the  farther  one  subdivides 
the  less  close  is  the  relationship  of  the  sub- 
divisions. But  it  does  not  therefore  follow 
that  classification  should  stop  with  the  main 
divisions  of  knowledge,  and  that  it  makes  no 
difference  whether  aeronautics  is  put  in  cos- 
mology, as  in  Mr.  Perkins's  "rational "  classifi 
cation,  or  in  arts,  as  in  Mr.  Cutter's  Athe- 
naeum classification.  In  a  small  library  it  is 
not  necessary  to  divide  descriptive  botany, 
for  example,  into  subheads.  To  such  it  is  of 
no  sort  of  consequence  whether  Ept labium 
angustifolium  belongs  to  the  Onagracese,  and 
the  Onagraceae  to  the  Polypetalae,  or  not,  but 
it  does  make  a  difference  to  a  botanical  library 
like  that  at  the  Botanic  Gardens  in  Cam- 
bridge whether  or  not  suitable  subdivisions 
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are  provided  for  the  numerous  specialties  of 
which  it  is  composed. 

Assuming,  then,  that  some  sort  of  a  shelf 
classification  is  desirable,  the  point  to  be  de- 
termined is  what  sort  of  one  shall  it  be.  On 
this  point  librarians  are  greatly  at  variance 
one  with  another.  Much  stress  has  recently 
been  laid  by  certain  of  our  members  on  the 
value  of  what  they  call  a  "  rational  "  or  "  nat- 
ural" classification  as  distinguished  from  a 
"  logical "  or  "  scientific  "  one,  as  if  the  sys- 
tem they  advocated  was  alone  rational  and 
the  others  more  or  less  artificial. 

Now,  a  "  rational "  classification  must  needs 
be  one  which  is  judicious  or  constructed 
in  conformity  to  reason,  and  whether  any 
given  arrangement  is  judicious  depends  upon 
whether  it  adequately  serves  its  purpose  or 
not,  a  point  which  can.  only  be  determined 
upon  trial.  The  appropriation  of  the  term 
''rational"  as  a  distinguishing  designation  for 
this  or  that  arrangement  is  a  petitio principii 
which  is  less  valid  than  it  is  common.  The 
terms  rational,  natural,  logical,  and  scientific, 
as  applied  to  classificatory  systems,  appar- 
ently connotate  quite  diverse  ideas  in  the 
minds  of  the  individuals  using  them.  Thus 
with  some,  "natural"  seems  limited  to  the 
idea  of  geographical  or  chronological  progres- 
sion, as  shown  in  the  arrangement  of  geog- 
raphy or  history,  ignoring  the  fact  that  there 
may  be  a  natural  evolutionary  progress  of 
other  subjects  corresponding  to  a  natural 
mental  progress  of  ideas.  With  others,  "  ra- 
tional "  is  used  as  a  contradistinctive  term  to 
dose  classification,  which  is  thereby  assumed 
to  be  irrational, — another  case  of  th^  petitio 
principii,  A  natural  classification  is  one 
which  follows  some  natural  order,  either  sub- 
jective or  objective,  in  the  arrangement  of  its 
topics,  and  a  logical  classification  one  which 
follows  definite  principles,  and  conforms  its 
succession  of  divisions  to  certain  inferences 
according  to  the  -laws  of  thought.  How  a 
classification  which  is  either  or  both  of  these 
can  be  other  than  rational,  it  is  difficult  to  see. 
Much  of  mere  dialectics  would  be  avoided  and 
time  saved  if  the  terms  rational  and  logical, 
as  applied  to  classification,  were  abandoned 
and  syncretic  and  systematic  substituted. 


In  a  recent  number  of  the  Library  journal 
Mr.  Fletcher  contrasts  the  analytic  or  syn- 
thetic with  the  logical  or  practical  methods  of 
classification  by  defining  the  former  to  be  a 
treating  of  the  whole  realm  of  knowledge  as  a 
unit,  and  working  down  through  subdivision 
to  the  minute  subject ;  while  the  latter  takes 
the  individual  book  as  a  unit,  and  works  up 
through  aggregation  to  the  entire  library. 
This  is  the  old  argument  translated  into  philo- 
sophic terms ;  but  the  difference  is  more 
apparent  than  real,  since  the  book  to  be  classi- 
fied is  the  unit  in  both  instances.  The  dis- 
tinction is  not  unlike  the  difference  between 
unheading  a  barrel  of  apples  and  consuming 
from  the  top  down,  and  turning  the  barrel  up- 
side down,  knocking  the  bottom  out,  and  con- 
suming from  that  end. 

The  analytic  or  synthetic  method  Mr. 
Fletcher  identifies  with  the  system  of  close 
classification,  whereof  he  is  an  earnest  op- 
ponent, the  disadvantages  of  which  he  afilirms 
are,  in  effect:  (i)  the  demand  on  the  time  and 
mental  powers  of  the  compiler;  (2)  the  com- 
plicated notation  involved;  (3)  the  difficulty 
with  which  it  is  comprehended  by  the  un- 
initiated ;  (4)  its  failure  to  show  the  resources 
of  the  library  on  a  given  subject,  and  (5)  the 
tendency  to  encourage  reference  to  the  im- 
perfect representation  oft  the  shelves  instead 
of  to  the  catalogue  and  to  bibliographies.  Of 
these  objections,  the  second  is  the  only  really 
important  one.  Minute  subdivision  does 
necessarily  entail  long  class  marks,  the  objec- 
tion to  which  lies  quite  as  much  in  the  diffi- 
culty of  readily  distinguishing  the  mark  on 
the  books,  when  closely  arranged  together  on 
the  shelves,  as  in  the  liability  to  error  in  call- 
slips  and  charging.  The  latter  objection  is 
rendered  invalid  where  such  a  system  of  charg- 
ing is  used  as  that  in  vogue  in  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  any 
marks  used  to  designate  books  in  a  large 
library  can  be  entirely  free  from  the  former 
objection.  Furthermore,  Mr.  Cutter's  revised 
classification  is  tolerably  minute,  and  the  class 
marks  are  neither  long  nor  complicated. 
Whether  the  demand  on  the  time  and  patience 
of  the  compiler  be  a  real  objection  or  not,  de- 
fends upon  the  relative  worth  of  such  a  classi 
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fication  in  itself.  If  a  close  classification 
serve  a  useful  purpose,  the  time  given  to  its 
construction  is  of  little  moment.  To  the  third 
objection  it  may  be  replied  that  the  librarian 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with  all  systems; 
if  not,  there  is  the  Library  School,  designed  to 
supply  the  defect,  and  that  it  is  not  necessary, 
though  it  may  be  profitable,  that  the  public 
should  know  the  meaning  of  the  class  marks. 
That  a  close  classification  on  the  shelves  will 
not  exhibit  all  the  resources  of  the  library  on 
a  given  subject,  is  admitted ;  neither  will  any 
other  system  that  has  been  or  may  be  invented. 
The  close  classifier  claims  that  this  system 
shows  more  of  the  related  subjects  than  do  the 
others.  Which,  for  instance,  best  exhibits 
the  resources  of  a  library,  say  on  physics,  Mr. 
Cutter's  classification,  where  all  the  divisions 
of  natural  philosophy  are  grouped  together 
under  that  head,  or  Mr.  Schwartz's,  where 
statics  and  dynamics  are  separated  from  optics 
by  the  whole  of  palaeontology,  and  electrics  from 
both  by  mineralogy,  mathematics,  and  geology. 
Even  in  Mr.  Fletcher's  "  rational "  classifica- 
tion house  sanitation  is  divorced  from  drain- 
age and  sewerage  by  carpentry,  masonry, 
chemical  technology,  manufactures,  mining, 
and  bridge  building.  Lastly,  the  final  cause 
of  a  library  is  to  enable  people  to  get  what  they 
want  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  If  a  per- 
son can  do  that  more  quickly  from  books  than 
from  cards,  why  refuse  him  the  privile&^e  by 
insisting  that  he  shall  take  the  slower  way  ? 
As  well  urge  a  man  not  to  use  a  bicycle  in 
hurrying  for  a  physician  because  that  mode  of 
progression  is  less  safe  and  natural  than  the 
act  of  walking. 

The  foregoing  remarks  may  fitly  serve  as  an 
introduction  to  a  somewhat  hasty  review  of  the 
three  or  four  new  classifications  which  have 
appeared  since  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  two  of  which  have  been  constructed  upon 
what  has  been  called  the  scientific  basis.  Of  these 
by  far  the  most  elaborate  and  thorough  is  Mr. 
Cutter's  Revised  Classification,  which  I  have  seenin 
manuscript.  It  was  compiled  originally  for  the  Cary 
Library,  at  Lexington,  but  has  been  so  arranged 
by  its  author  as  to  be  applicable  either  to  a  large 
or  to  a  very  small  library  without  change.  This 
has  been  accomplished  by  marking  the  divisions 
which  will  be  needed  for  a  small,  or  for  a  very 


small  library,  and  leaving  the  rest,  or  as  much  of 
it  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  for  the  larger 
library. 

One  of  the  principal  defects  of  most  of  the  sys- 
tems hitherto  proposed  has  been  a  rigid  inelasticity 
in  the  matter  of  enlargement  or  contraction. 
However  complete  the  list  of  topics,  space  will 
surely  be  needed  for  those  necessarily  overlooked 
— since  no  man  is  omniscient  —  or  for  new  subjects 
which  the  progress  of  human  thought  and  activity 
calls  into  being.  In  the  Dewey  system,  one  of  the 
most  rigid  of  all  systems,  this  is  overcome  rather 
than  provided  for  by  the  intercalation  of  the  new 
subject  as  near  as  possible  to  its  congeners,  with 
an  additional  figure  to  the  previous  class-mark, 
perhaps  already  too  long.  Others  like  Mr.  Per- 
kins leave  certain  numbers  blank,  to  be  filled  up  as 
needed.  The  objection  to  this  latter  method  is 
the  same  as  that  to  the  fixed  location  in  shelving; 
spaces  left  will  sooner  or  later  be  filled  up,  and  the 
rigidity  of  the  system  will  necessitate  a  break  in 
its  logical  sequence. 

In  its  perfect  adaptability  to  varying  conditions 
lies  one  of  the  chief  excellences  of  the  Cutter  clas- 
sification, such  as  is  possible  only  in  a  systematic 
arrangement.  It  matters  not  how  large  the  library 
grows  to  be,  filling  up  is  impossible.  If  applied  to 
a  very  small  library,  only  the  principal  subdivisions 
are  used ;  if  to  a  small  library,  as  many  of  the  sub- 
divisions as  may  be  necessary ;  while  for  a  large 
one  the  arrangement  permits  an  indefinite  exten- 
sion. So  far  as  known  to  the  reporter,  Mr.  Cut- 
ter's Revised  Classification  is  the  only  system 
which  allows  unlimited  contraction  or  expansion 
without  rearrangement  or  an  objectionable  addi- 
tion to  the  class-mark. 

In  a  note  prefixed  to  the  classification  Mr.  Cut- 
ter points  out  that  the  advantages  to  a  small  library 
using  the  shorter  form  are  easier  consultation  of 
the  table,  requiring  less  knowledge  and  thought, 
and  a  consequent  saving  of  time  and  labor.  The 
disadvantage  is  that  if  the  library  grow  rapidly 
some  of  the  classes  will  have  to  be  rearranged ;  i.  e. 
broken  up  into  smaller  divisions.  He  thinks  it 
better,  therefore,  for  a  small  and  growing  library  to 
use  more  of  the  divisions  than  he  has  selected. 

In  his  notation  for  the  classes  Mr.  Cutter  uses 
mainly  letters,  thereby  avoiding  the  composite-look- 
ing marks  employed  in  the  Boston  Athenaeum  clas- 
sification, which  are  apt  to  suggest  to  the  frivolous 
mind  the  idea  of  a  combat  between  the  alphabet  and 
the  multiplication  Uble.  Although  the  dasses  are 
thoroughly  subdivided,  so  admirable  is  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  letters  that  no  long  class-mark  is  used ; 
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the  marks  nurely  having  more  than  three  letters, 
and  usually  only  two.  In  a  few  instances,  where 
the  nature  of  the  classification  requires  it,  digits 
are  introduced  at  the  end  of  the  mark,  but  they 
are  never  mixed  with  the  letters. 

The  revised  classification  is  accompanied  by  a 
country  list,  which,  while  following  in  the  main 
the  order  adopted  in  the  Boston  Athenaeum  list, 
is  an  improvement  on  that  in  the  more  systematic 
disposition  of  some  of  the  geographical  divisions, 
particularly  of  Europe.  The  different  countries 
are  indicated  by  two  figures,  ranging  from  1 1  to 
99,  with  an  additional  figure  for  the  subdivisions 
of  southwestern  Asia,  west  Africa,  and  the 
political  divisions  of  the  United  States.  The  only 
disadvantage  which  this  list  shows  when  compared 
with  the  B.  A.  list  is  that  the  use  of  figures  prevents 
the  mnemonic  indication  of  such  countries  as  Eng- 
land, France,  Germany,  etc.  The  gain  in  sim. 
plicity,  however,  more  than  counterbalances  the 
mnemonic  loss,  which  must  in  any  case  be  very 
limited. 

In  its  general  plan  the  Revised  Classification 
follows  that  which  Mr.  Cutter  devised  for  use  in 
the  Boston  Athenaeum,  with  such  modifications  as 
experience  has  shown  to  be  desirable,  and  with  a 
constant  view  to  its  use  in  other  libraries.  The 
only  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  chief  divisions 
has  been  the  transposition  of  Language  to  a  posi- 
tion before  Literature,  which  is  where  it  properly 
belongs. 

A  full  description  of  the  system,  which  will 
doubtless  be  given  to  the  public  in  due  season, 
does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  report,  but 
an  anal3rsis  of  one  or  two  of  the  main  divisions 
may  be  interesting  as  exhibiting,  not  only  the  plan 
of  the  work,  but  showing  how  logical  and  natural  are 
the  transitions  of  the  subordinate  groups.  Let  us 
take  as  an  example  Mr.  Cutter's  treatment  of  the 
Social  and  Political  sciences,  —  topics  not  usually 
considered  susceptible  to  a  natural  and  systematic 
arrangement.  Here  we  find  the  general  subjects 
Socialism  and  Statistics  standing  at  the  head  as 
introductory  to  the  whole.  Then  comes  Political 
Economy,  the  divisions  of  which  show  a  gradual 
progression  dosely  corresponding  to  a  natural 
transition  of  the  subjects  themselves.  First,  we 
have  Population,  then  Production,  —  the  normal 
result  of  the  association  of  individuals,  —  with  the 
logical  subordinate  divisions,  laboring  classes, 
hours  of  labor,  wages,  trades-unions,  strikes,  arbi- 
tration, and  cooperation.  Production  naturally 
leads  to  Exchange  of  products,  and  exchange  is 
perfected    by    Transportation    »nd    Comm^rcet 


Money,  the  wudium  of  exchange,  stands  midway 
between  production  and  the  distribution  of  returns, 
to  wit  Taxation  and  Public  Finance.  The  acquisi- 
tion of  products  naturally  includes  property,  per- 
sonal and  landed,  which  in  turn  leads  to  the 
subject  Rent.  This  gradation  at  last  ends  in  the 
destination  of  the  products,  namely  Consumption 
and  the  question  of  Luxury. 

But  the  natural  order  does  not  end  here.  With 
the  acquisition  of  property  there  will  always  be 
found  a  class  of  persons  who  never  possess,  or  can- 
not keep,  property,  namely,  the  Poor,  which  is  the 
next  main  subdivision  in  Mr.  Cutter's  list  This 
is  of  course  closely  connected  with  Public  Morals, 
the  next  topic,  which  naturally  leads  to  the 
subject  Education  and  culture.  The  succeeding 
division,  Woman,  which  requires  a  special  method 
of  treatment,  fitly  stands  by  itself  as  the  crowning 
result  of  education,  and  a  connecting  link  be- 
tween man  considered  socially  and  man  considered 
politically. 

Social  science  is  then  followed  by  Political  sci- 
ence and  Government,  since  in  nature  when  men 
have  associated  themselves  for  mutual  advantage, 
the  question  of  government  and  its  various  political 
forms  soon  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the 
social  body.  Under  political  science  Mr.  Cutter's 
transitions  are  both  natural  and  obvious,  viz. 
Forms  of  government  and  Constitution,  Represen- 
tation and  Suffrage.  In  nature  disregard  of  the 
principles  upon  which  government  is  founded  leads 
to  crime  and  its  punishment,  the  next  topic.  Then 
we  have  Legislation,  which  defines  crime  and  per- 
fects the  governmental  principle.  After  this  comes 
Jurisprudence,  which  embraces  all  that  has  gone 
before,  and  is  defined  as  the  knowledge  of  the  rights 
and  customs  of  men  in  a  state  of  community  nec- 
essary for  the  due  administration  of  justice.  The 
social  sciences  are  properly  closed  by  the  subject 
National  and  Local  Administration, — which  is  the 
systematization  of  civic  polity  and  the  culmination 
of  social  development.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
the  whole  arrangement  is  easy  and  natural,  and 
the  reporter  would  respectfully  commend  it  to 
those  anti-classifiers  who  doubt  the  possibility  of 
a  natural  gradation  of  non-material  topics. 

In  Science  the  same  plan  of  development  has 
been  followed.  Beginning  with  Mathematics,  the 
foundation  of  the  physical  sciences,  the  progres- 
sion is  from  Physics  and  Chemistry  through 
Astronomy  to  Geology,  which  is  followed  by  Palae- 
ontology, the  connecting  link  between  the  matter- 
sciences  and  the  life  sciences.  Then  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Uf9  sciences  sUnds  Biolo^,  which 
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embraces  Botany,  Zoology,  and  Ethnology ;  man 
as  the  final  effort  of  creation  standing  at  the  head. 
The  order  here  followed  corresponds  closely,  as 
will  be  seen,  with  the  order  of  evolution  in  nature, 
and  consequently  may  be  called  both  a  natural  as 
well  as  a  logical  one.  In  the  subordinate  divisions 
of  descriptive  botany  and  zoology  the  evolutionary 
principle  is  also  observed,  both  beginning  with  the 
lowest  forms  of  life  and  rising  regularly  to  the 
highest 

But,  it  may  be  said,  granting  that  a  natural 
arrangement  is  possible  in  Science,  which  deals 
with  objective  forms,  such  an  arrangement  is 
scarcely  possible  with  subjects  like  the  arts  and 
manufactures,  in  which  the  minor  divisions  are 
more  or  less  coordinate  in  rank.  Well,  it  may  be 
conceded  that  the  progression  from  subject  to 
subject  will  not  be  so  obvious  as  in  Science,  for 
example,  but  Mr.  Cutter's  arrangement  of  the  arts* 
nevertheless,  shows  that  a  logical  and  natural 
sequence  is  possible  even  there.  And  here  it  may  be 
well  to  call  attention  to  the  two  principles  of  evolu 
tion  in  accordance  with  which  the  Revised  Classifi* 
cation  is  arranged;  viz.  the  evolution  of  nature^ 
shown  in  science,  and  the  evolution  of  man,  shown 
in  the  life  history  of  human  beings.  The  progression 
of  the  physical  and  natural  sciences  is  the  develop* 
ment  exhibited  in  nature,  that  of  the  arts  is  the 
development  in  the  life  history  of  man  —  a  part 
of  the  larger  evolution  of  nature. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  useful  arts  stand  Inven- 
tions and  Patents,  etc,  apparently  out  of  the  nat- 
ural order,  but  placed  here  because  they  are 
general  in  their  character  and  include  all  that  fol- 
lows. Man*s  first  effort  at  conquering  nature  con- 
sisted in  extracting  his  necessaries  from  the  soil ; 
consequently  we  have  first  Mining  and  Metallurgy ; 
this  is  followed  in  the  classification,  as  in  life, 
by  Agriculture  and  Animaliculture.  Following 
this  are  the  other  arts  of  life,  indicating  a  more 
advanced  state  of  civilization.  The  Constructive 
Arts  begin,  as  they  necessarily  must,  with  Engineer- 
ing, succeeded  by  Building  and  then  by  Sanitary 
science,  which  becomes  necessary  as  building 
becomes  perfected.  Transportation  might  logi- 
cally have  followed  Manufactures,  but  transporta- 
tion is  more  closely  connected  with  engineering, 
and  hence  properly  stands  between  Engineering, 
Building,  and  Manufacturing. 

Follo¥ring  the  useful  arts  we  have  the  art  of 
War,  military  and  naval,  the  latter  portion  of 
which  forms  part  of  the  Nautical  Arts  in  general. 
It  might  be  urged  that  the  admission  of  the  art  of 
war  here  was  an  exceptipn  to  the  principle  which 


is  supposed  to  govern  this  classification,  since 
warfare  is  one  of  the  earliest  pursuits  of  man. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  primitive  warfare 
is  provided  for  in  anthropology,  and  that  modem 
warfare  is  one  of  the  most  specialized  of  the  arts. 
Moreover,  warfare  is  not  always  waged  for  con- 
quest, but  often  for  the  preservation  of  national 
life  and  the  fruits  of  man's  industry  and  labour. 
From  this  point  of  view  it  fitly  stands  where  it 
does.  Note,  too,  at  this  point  the  close  connection 
in  Mr.  Cutter's  scheme  of  the  art  of  war  —  or  the 
national  preservative  art  —  with  the  individual 
preservative  arts  represented  by  Lighthouses,  Life- 
saving  service,  and  Fire  extinction,  which  succeed 
them. 

Aerial  navigation  is  likewise  well  placed  between 
the  Useful  Arts  and  the  Recreative  Arts,  includ- 
ing sports  and  games,  which  is  the  next  main 
division. 

When  his  material  wants  are  satisfied,  man  turns 
to  the  arts  of  design  and  decoration,  and  to  litera- 
ture. Hence  the  Fine  Arts  immediately  succeeds 
the  Recreative  Arts,  which  in  turn  is  followed  by 
Literature  and  the  so-called  Book  Arts.  Language, 
which  is  the  material  of  literature,  is  placed  imme- 
diately before  literature  rather  than  among  the 
early  arts  of  man,  where  it  might  otherwise  be 
supposed  to  belong. 

From  this  somewhat  extended  review  it  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Cutter's  classification  is  based  upon 
a  philosophic  principle  which  pervades  the  whole 
of  it  —  not  only  in  the  main  divisions,  but  in  the 
subdivisions  as  well.  This  principle  is  that  of  evo- 
lution or  development  —  a  principle  which  it  is 
now  generally  admitted  pervades  the  whole  plan 
of  nature,  and  is  applicable,  not  only  to  objective 
nature,  but  likewise  to  the  mental  and  moral  world. 
All  attempts  to  systematize  knowledge  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  which  underlies  the  con- 
stitution of  nature  must  prove  more  or  less  unsat- 
isfactory. Whether  a  perfect  systematization  of 
knowledge  is  possible  to  human  minds,  may  be 
questioned,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  Mr.  Cut- 
ter's Revised  Classification  has  come  nearer  to  it 
than  any  yet  put  forth. 

In  the  Library  jaumai  of  this  year  (vol.  14, 
nos.  1-4)  Mr.  Fletcher  has  brought  out  a  plan  for 
the  classification  of  books  on  what  he  calls  the 
rational  as  distinguished  from  the  logical  or  scien- 
tific plan.  As  has  been  pointed  out,  it  is  difficult 
to  perceive  just  wherein  his  so-called  rational  order 
differs  from  a  logical  order.  Judging  from  internal 
evidence,  it  appears  to  consist  in  arranging  the 
subjects  Qons^Qutively  according  to  their  natural 
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siffinity,  without  attempting  to  group  the  minor 
classes  under  general  divisions,  which  latter  plan 
he  affirms  puts  "a  severe  strain  on  the  logical 
powers  and  ingenuity  of  the  classifier/*  Whether 
the  elimination  of  all  divisions  except  the  general 
ones,  such  as  history,  literature,  arts,  sciences,  etc, 
is  an  advantage  or  not,  is  a  matter  upon  which 
librarians  will  probably  differ  in  the  future,  as  they 
have  in  the  past.  The  reporter  does  not  think  it 
is  an  advantage.  If  books  were  always  written 
with  well-defined  limits  of  subject,  and  never  over- 
ran the  main  topics,  such  a  plan  might  be  used  to 
advantage.  But  in  Mr.  Fletcher's  system  any 
work  dealing  with  two  or  more  topics,  unless 
ultimately  general,  must  be  put  under  the  first 
of  the  topics  indicated  in  the  title;  and  since 
books  often  treat  of  several  relatively  diverse  sub- 
jects, and  thus  correspond  in  a  limited  sense  to 
general  works,  they  can  have  no  general  place,  but 
must  be  treated  as  single  topic  books.  Further- 
more, as  the  library  grows,  new  subjects  unpro- 
vided for  in  the  original  list  will  constantly  be 
coming  in,  necessitating  continual  intercalation. 
And  as  the  tendency  in  literature  is  ever  towards 
specialization  and  complexity,  more  difficulty  will 
attend  the  arrangement  of  subjects  according  to 
their  proper  relationship.  Herein  lies  the  chief 
defect  of  such  a  system  as  that  advocated  by  Mr. 
Fletcher.  Its  inelasticity  disqualifies  it  for  general 
use.  In  order  that  it  may  be  applicable  to  any 
other  library  than  the  one  for  which  it  is  made, 
or  even  for  that  if  it  is  a  rapidily  growing  one,  it 
must  be  rearranged.  An  attempt  to  eliminate  any 
of  its  subdivisions  to  fit  it  for  use  in  a  small  library 
destroys  its  value  by  rendering  it  inadequate ;  while 
the  necessity  for  numerous  additions,  in  order  to 
make  it  serviceable  in  a  larger  one,  is  equally  a 
disadvantage.  Added  to  this  is  the  liability  to  un- 
duly extended  class-marks  —  a  liability  which  this 
system  proposes  to  obviate  —  unless  the  class- 
mark  scheme  is  very  elastic.  On  the  other  hand 
by  grouping  allied  subjects  under  suitable  divisions* 
as  in  the  Cutter  classification,  those  topics  which 
are  closely  related  are  brought  together,  whereby 
search  for  ai^y  particular  one  is  greatly  facilitated, 
— the  loss  to  the  librarian  in  arranging  being  com- 
pensated by  increased  advantages  to  the  student. 
Thus,  for  example,  in  a  grouped  system  under  the 
subdivision  Property  we  should  have  such  topics  as 
capital  and  interest,  rents,  landed  and  personal 
property  and  public  lands  —  subjects  which  in  the 
Fletcher  classification  are  rather  widely  separated. 
But  Mr.  Fletcher's  "  rational "  system  is  really 


what  he  objects  to  as"  logical ; "  namely,  a  grouped 
classification  with  a  limited  number  of  subdivisions 
following  in  coordinate  rank  a  general  head,  such 
as  may  be  obtained  by  using  the  major  divisions  of 
Mr.  Cutter's  or  Mr.  Dewey's  systems,  but  without 
any  attempt  to  rank  the  main  divisions,  and  with 
only  a  rough  arrangement  in  the  succession  of 
topics.  In  some  instances  the  author  omits  the  les- 
ser subdivisions  altogether,  using  only  such  princi- 
pal ones  as  might  be  adopted  by  a  very  small 
library.  Thus,  under  Science,  zoology  is  followed 
by  the  '*  lowest  forms  of  life  "  (a  subdivision  which, 
as  it  embraces  not  only  protozoa,  but  sponges,  star- 
fishes, crinoids,  worms,  and  Crustacea,  is  too  inex- 
act for  a  scientific  library),  then  by  mollusca,  fishes, 
reptiles,  birds,  and  mammals  (the  omission  of 
insects  is  probably  an  oversight).  This  is  merely 
a  system  of  main  subdivisions  such  as  may  be 
found  in  Mr.  Cutter's  Revised  Classification  and 
used  without  alteration,  or  the  least  "strain  "^on 
any  human  faculty  whatsoever.  Botany  is  only 
subdivided  for  cryptogamia,  though  why  the  cryp- 
togams are  more  worthy  of  being  brought  out  than 
the  phanxrogams  is  not  evident.  Geology  is  not 
subdivided  at  all  except  for  local  geology.  Chem- 
istry is  subdivided  into  organic,  inorganic,  and 
analysis.  Physics,  a  general  head,  is  followed  by 
heat,  light,  electricity,  sound,  etc.,  which  subdivi- 
sion is  not  only  "  rational "  but  "  logical "  as  well, 
and  the  same  is  true  of  the  mathematical  sciences. 

In  conclusion  the  reporter  would  say  that, 
although  Mr.  Fletcher  has  disassociated  some 
closely  related  subjects,  such  as  indoor  and  out- 
door amusements,  physical  geography  and  geology, 
house  sanitation  and  sewerage,  Mohammedanism 
and  Judaism,  he  has  brought  together  others  in 
excellent  juxtaposition,  as,  for  example,  outdoor 
sports,  physical  culture  and  hygiene,  folk-lore, 
proverbs,  and  myths,  sculpture  and  numismatics, 
and  has  on  the  whole  probably  produced  as  ser- 
viceable an  arrangement  as  any  which  can  be  made 
under  his  self-imposed  limitations. 

The  only  other  classification  of  importance  which 
has  appeared  during  the  past  year  is  one  by  Dr. 
A.  Hart  wig,  Librarian  of  the  Royal  University 
Library  at  Halle  (a.  S.)  which  appeared  in  the 
CentralblaU  Jur  Bibliothekswesen  (Beihefte  III.). 

In  this  voluminous  work,  which  fills  about  420 
octavo  pages,  we  have  an  instance  of  dose  classifi- 
cation carried  to  its  ultimate  limits,  and  one 
which,  as  it  stands,  can  only  be  used  in  the  larg- 
est and  most  specialized  libraries.  But  though 
inapplicable  to  most  other  libraries,  it  will,  on 
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account  of  its  extreme  subdivision,  serve  as  a  val- 
uable storehouse  of  titles  which  classifiers  cannot 
afford  to  overlook. 

In  its  general  outline  it  follows  the  usual  meth- 
ods of  classification,  but  without  any  attempt  at  a 
logical  arrangement,  either  in  its  principal  or  sub- 
ordinate divisions.  The  class-marks  used  are  a 
combination  of  letters  and  figures,  each  of  the 
minor  divisions  being  characterized  by  the  addition 
of  a  supplementary  letter  or  figure  to  the  preced- 
ing one.  The  chief  divisions  are  marked  with  a 
capital  letter  from  A  to  U,  omitting  J.  The  fol- 
lowing subdivision  is  indicated  by  adding  a 
small  italic  letter,  thus  Ba,  B^,  Br,  etc  The  next 
subdivision  is  marked  with  a  Roman  numeral,  and 
the  subsequent  divisions  by  Arabic  numerals, 
capital  letters,  small  letters,  Roman  numerals 
again,  and  Greek  letters  according  to  the  extent  of 
the  segregation.  This  cumbersome  S3rstem  of 
notation  often  results  in  ridiculously  long  and 
inconvenient  class-marks.  Thus,  for  example* 
Italian  drama  is  D  i  II  3  A  c  III  and  the  loca 
botany  of  the  Rhine  provinces  isSbIl2Ab  a  II 
iBg. 

Not  only  each  division  but  each  subdivision  is 
preceded  by  a  set  of  preliminary  classes  which 
correspond  to  Mr.  Cutter's  nine  **  generals,"  though 
Dr.  Hartwig  does  not  limit  himself  to  this  number, 
but  adds  to  each  subject  as  many  as  he  deems 
necessary,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  sixteen  or 
eighteen.     Consequently  no  one  letter  or  figure 


stands  for  the  same  preliminary  class  in  all  the  divi- 
sions. This  repetition  of  the  preliminary  classes  in 
the  minor  divisions  necessarily  results  in  the  most 
inconvenient  arrangement  of  the  books  on  that 
subject  For  instance,  we  have  separate  places  for 
periodicals  on  general  history,  on  the  history  of 
the  old  world,  on  modem  history,  on  German  his- 
tory, on  Prussian  history,  and  on  the  Brandenburg 
province  of  Prussia.  The  history  of  individual 
countries,  and  particularly  that  of  Germany,  is 
carried  out  with  equal  minuteness.  But  under 
this  system,  unless  a  library  contains  an  enormous 
number  of  volumes,  the  result  of  such  a  needlessly 
extravagant  subdivision  will  be  that  a  class  will 
often  have  but  one  book. 

As  a  classification.  Dr.  Hartwig*s  scheme  is  a 
monument  of  patience  and  industry,  but  it  is  cum- 
brous, un wieldly,  and  overburdened  with  symbols  i 
and  while  it  cannot,  on  the  whole,  be  considered 
needlessly  minute  for  a  very  large  library,  it  has 
not  the  adaptability  and  elasticity  which  is  an  indis- 
pensable prerequisite  for  general  usefulness. 

In  Th€  Library  for  January,  1889,  is  an  article 
by  Mr.  Tedder  on  "  The  bibliography  and  classi- 
fication of  French  history,"  in  which  he  reviews 
favorably  M.  G.  Monod*s  **  Bibliographie  de  This- 
toire  de  France,"  ;;nd  gives  his  systematic  arrange- 
ments of  the  subjects  in  French  history.  As  this 
classification  is  intended  solely  for  bibliography, 
it  is  not  adapted  to  the  allocation  of  books  them- 
selves, and  hence  calls  for  no  criticism  in  this  report 


INDEXING  OR  CATALOGIZING. 


BY   W.  J.   GILBERT,   OF   ST.    LOUIS. 


T  F  you  are  driving  a  lame  horse  and  a  man 
stops  you  on  the  street  to  tell  you  some 
remedy,  before  listening  to  his  advice,  cer- 
tainly before  acting  on  it,  you  would  reasona- 
bly wish  to  know  what  his  previous  career 
had  been.  In  order  to  decide  what  weight  to 
give  to  his  words ;  therefore,  I  may  be  par- 
doned for  giving  a  few  words  of  a  personal 
nature. 

I  have  been  forty  years  in  the  book  busi- 
ness, the  last  twenty  devoted  to  the  publish- 
ing of  law  books.  As  my  happiness  de- 
pended very  largely  upon  the  profits  which 
could  be  devoted  to  buying  silk  dresses  for 
the  wife,  with  food  and  clothing  fpr  t}i^  chil- 


dren, and  occasionally  a  few  dollars  thrown  in 
for  fun,  and  as  the  profits  depended  upon  the 
sales,  and  the  sales  depended  largely  upon 
the  indexing,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  was  heavily 
interested  in  "how  to  make  a  good  index." 
It  was  soon  apparent  to  me  that  not  one  au- 
thor in  fifty  made  a  good  index,  for  one  of  two 
reasons  :  First,  most  authors  find  the  writing 
of  a  book,  reading  proof,  and  other  work  inci- 
dental thereto  so  much  more  tedious  and 
onerous  than  they  anticipated,  that,  by  the 
time  they  come  to  prepare  the  index,  they  are 
tired  out  and  disgusted  with  the  whole  sub- 
ject. Few  men  make  even  a  fair  index  until 
after  several  fs^ilures.    Second,  because  tbe 
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peculiar  turn  of  mind  necessary  to  write  a 
good  treatise  is  seldom  accompanied  by  the 
ability  to  make  an  index. 

Therefore  I  was  obliged  to  have  profes- 
sional indexers.  To  direct  them,  it  was  nec- 
essary for  me  to  understand  all  the  details; 
what  to  do  and  what  to  avoid. 

One  of  my  first  ventures  was  a  law  book 
prepared  by  a  judge  of  one  of  our  State  Su- 
preme Courts,  who  made  an  index  that  satis- 
fied no  one.  As  the  book  was  having  a  large 
sale,  I  engaged  a  gentleman,  who  seemed  to 
be  competent,  to  make  another ;  but,  although 
it  was  a  great  improvement  on  the  first,  it  did 
not  fill  the  bill.  A  professional  indexer  was 
then  set  to  work  on  the  third  edition  of  the 
book,  but  failed  to  give  satisfaction.  At  least 
$5,000  was  sunk  in  the  transaction.  What  I 
know  was  learned  in  an  expensive  manner. 

Do  not  expect  to  make  an  index  that  will 
satisfy  everybody ;  for,  if  you  should  take  the 
advice  of  fifty  men  and  follow  it,  your  index 
would  be  so  long  that  not  ten  in  the  fifty 
would  be  satisfied  with  it. 

How  to  make  a  Good  Index, 

1.  Make  your  skeleton  thus:  Procure  an 
indexed  book  such  as  book-keepers  use  to 
their  ledgers,  and  write  in  every  word  which 
you  have  reason  to  suppose  a  searcher  will 
expect  to  find  matter  under.  Indexes  are 
generally  consulted  by  folks  in  a  hurry,  who 
think  of  one  word  and  none  of  its  synonyms : 
therefore  all  should  appear  in  alphabetical 
order,  foHowed  by  the  proper  cross-reference. 
This  skeleton  the  indexer  should  have  by 
him  for  frequent  consultation  during  the 
progress  of  his  work,  so  that  one  uniform 
plan  is  followed. 

2.  Where  there  are  several  synonymous 
words,  decide  which  one  you  will  use  (or  if 
you  wish,  use  more  than  one),  and  then  set 
them  all  up,  cross-referencing  all  of  those 
under  which  you  place  nothing  to  those  under 
which  you  do.  For  instance,  take  the  words 
fines,  forfeitures,  imprisonment,  penalties,  and 
punishments ;  or  compensation,  fees,  pay,  sal- 
ary. If  you  decide  to  use  all,  then  set  up 
each  in  its  alphabetical  order,  and  cross-refer- 
ence each  to  all  the  others.    If  you  conclude 


to  use  only  two,  then  set  up  both  and  cross- 
reference  each  of  the  other  three  to  these  two. 
N.  B.  Never  cross-reference  to  a  word 
under  which  nothing  is  to  appear,  but  from 
it  to  some  other  word.  Do  not  duplicate  mat- 
ter under  two  synonymous  words. 

3.  Write  off  each  item  on  the  proper  sized 
slip  of  paper,  with  a  heading  showing  the 
topic  under  which  it  is  to  go,  thus  :  — 

ADMIRALTY  — COLLISION  —  Action  For, 
Collision  between  schooner  and  pilot  boat, 
section  300. 

This  slip  is  thrown  to  "ADMIRALTY," 
and  when  that  topic  is  arranged  it  is  passed 
to  the  main  head  of  "  collision,"  and  from 
there  down  to  the  sub-head  of  ^^  Action  For,^'* 
By  this  means  the  indexer  decides  the  precise 
place  of  the  slip  of  paper  at  the  time  it  is 
written  off,  so  that  he  does  not  have  to  again 
load  up  his  mind  with  it,  but  can  turn  the 
arranging  of  the  slips  over  to  a  subordinate, 
who  will  present  his  work  for  final  inspection. 

4.  Set  up  every  sub-head  and  refer  to  the 
main  head.  In  the  above  case  say, "  COLLI- 
SION. See  Admiralty y^^  (joying  the  division 
number  of  collision).  "  ACTION.  For  colli- 
sion, see  ADMIRALTY." 

5.  Cross-reference  all  kindred  topics  to  one 
another. 

6.  Back  cross-reference  all  double  headings. 
If  you  place  matter  under  the  heading  of 
**  Change  of  Venue,"  then  also  say,  under  V, 
**  VENUE.    See  Change  of  Venue:' 

All  this  may  seem  very  simple,  and  yet  not 
one  indexer  in  fifty  follows  half  these  instruc- 
tions, and  some  will  not  do  so  even  if  re- 
quested. A  good  index  will  be  short,  well 
cross-referenced,  every  possible  (and  proper) 
word  set  up  in  its  alphabetical  order,  so  that 
every  searcher  can  readily  find  all  the  book 
contains. 

Never  lose  sight  of  these  two  facts :  — 
I.  The  index  is  frequently  used  by  per- 
sons who  are  in  such  great  haste,  that  they 
think  of  but  one  word,  and,  failing  to  find 
that  word,  or  to  find  under  it  what  they  wish, 
they  will  condemn  the  whole  index,  when  a 
proper  cross-reference  would  direct  them  to 
just  what  they  wish. 
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2.  Every  index  will  be  used  by  many 
stupid  people,  who  never  think  of  the  proper 
word,  and  so  will  condemn  both  book  and 
index,  unless  the  matter  is  made  so  plain  that 
they  can  not  fail  to  find  what  they  wish. 

Now  about  a  Personal  Matter. — A  Criticism. 

All  specialists  are  apt  to  run  to  extremes, 
which  seem  ridiculous  to  the  balance  of  the 
world.  I  am  painfully  aware  of  this  in  my 
own  case,  and  so  have  found  it  a  good  plan  to 
cultivate  the  society  of  a  friend  who  seldom 
reads  a  book  and  knows' absolutely  nothing  of 
life  as  we  know  it.  Being  a  good  business 
man,  of  the  soundest  judgment,  looking  at 
everything  from  the  standpoint  of  practical 
results,  his  occasional  "  Do  not  make  a  fool 
of  yourself,"  is  of  great  benefit.  If  you  will 
induce  some  successful  retired  business  man 
to  attend  your  meetings,  and  at  the  end  of  each 
session  give  you  a  few  remarks,  it  will  do  you 
good.  Suc'h  a  man  would  now  say  something 
like  this :  Why  induce  some  one  to  write  a 
fine  essay  (such  as  the  one  by  Miss  Cutler 
about  opening  libraries  on  Sunday),  and  then 
come  500  to  1,500  miles  to  hear  it  read*  in  a 
room  where  there  is  so  much  noise  on  the 
street  as  to  drown  what  is  said  ?  Why  allow 
half  your  speakers  to  still  more  intensify  this 
trouble  by  speaking  from  their  place  in  the 
room  instead  of  going  to  the  speaker's  stand 


and  facing  the  audience?  Why  spend  one 
second's  time  discussing  the  question  of 
whether  a  heading  of  a  catalog  or  index 
should  be  written  Home  Education,  or  Home- 
Education,  or  Home-education,  or  Homeduca- 
tion  ?  The  great  world  around  you  prefers  the 
first  way,  and  would  not  easily  recognize  it  if 
printed  the  last  way.  If  you  are  in  the  world 
to  do  good,  so  that  when  you  knock  at  St. 
Peter's  door  you  can  give  a  good  reason  why 
you  should  be  let  in,  you  must  devote  your 
time  to  more  weighty  matters.  Those  of  you 
who  are  connected  with  libraries  frequented 
by  the  young,  will  soon  realize  that  most 
parents  have  very  little  idea  as  to  what  their 
children  are  reading,  and  that  more  good  can 
be  done  by  one  librarian,  every  day,  by  prop- 
erly directing  the  children  in  their  reading, 
than  by  years  of  discussion,  by  all  the  libra- 
rians in  the  whole  world,  on  such  topics  as 
the  above.  Most  parents  are  so  busy  making 
a  living,  or  a  fortune,  or  a  reputation  as 
preacher,  lawyer,  doctor,  or  politician,  that 
they  have  little  or  no  time  to  devote  to  their 
children's  reading.  The  right  kind  of  a  libra- 
rian can  have  more  good  influence  upon  the 
growing  generation  of  his  day  than  any  one 
preacher,  or  even  half  a  dozen  of  them ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that,  in  their  final  settlement 
with  the  Almighty,  they  will  be  held  strictly 
to  accoimt  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
exercised  or  failed  to  exercise  that  influence. 


ECLECTIC  CARD  CATALOG  RULES. 


BY    K.    a:    LINDERFELT,     librarian    MILWAUKEE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


TIT" HEN  two  years  ago  Karl  Dziatzko,  then 
the  accomplished  Librarian  of  the 
Royal  and  University  Library  of  Breslau,  now 
Professor  of  Bibliothecal  Auxiliary  Sciences 
and  Chief  Librarian  of  the  University  of 
Gdttingen,  published  his  "  Instruction  for  the 
Arrsmgement  of  Titles  in  the  Alphabetical 
Card  Catalog"  of  his  institution,  the  work 
appeared  to  me  so  remarkably  able  in  its  exe- 
cution, and  so  superior  to  all  its  predecessors 
in  the  fullness  of  its  details,  that  I  determined 
sooner  or  later  to  furnish  it  in  an  English 


dress  to  those  of  my  colleagues  who  are  not 
on  intimate  terms  with  the  German  tongue. 
Various  hindrances,  however,  have  prevented 
me  from  carrying  out  my  design  until  shortly 
before  this  meeting,  when  it  seemed  to  me 
desirable  to  court,  at  just  this  time,  a  full 
discussion  of  those  questions  included  in  the 
scope  of  Dziatzko's  treatise  which  are  still 
a  matter  of  controversy  in  our  ranks,  and 
some  of  which  have  been  put  before  us 
already,  in  the  report  of  the  cooperation  com- 
mittee presented  the  day  before  yesterday.     I 
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was  led  to  do  this  more  readily,  since  it  gives 
me  an  opportunity  to  air  a  few  of  the  heresies 
which  I  promised  to  utter  at  our  last  meeting, 
and  have  since  nursed  until  they  have  become 
positive  convictions.  In  the  meantime,  some 
of  them  have  met  the  usual  fate  of  heresies, 
in  getting  to  be  more  or  less  generally 
accepted  as  truths.  Such  are,  in  particular, 
my  notions  regarding  the  entry  of  authors, 
as  a  rule,  under  their  pseudonyms  and  titles, 
which  I  expected  to  defend  alone  and  un- 
aided. Now  I  am  told,  however,  by  the 
author  himself,  that  I  have  the  weight  of  no 
less  an  authority  than  the  new  edition  of 
Cutter's  Rules  on  my  side;  and,  while  it  is 
pleasant  to  meet  with  support  in  a  quarter 
where  it  was  least  expected,  I  confess  there 
is  little  fun  in  doubling  up  one's  fist  only  to 
find  that  there  is  nobody  to  strike  at,  the 
popular  verdict  having  long  ago  settled  that 
"  it  strains  a  man  badly  to  kick  at  nothing." 

Prof.  Dziatzko's  work  is  a  marvel  of 
ingenious  condensation,  lucidity,  and  com- 
pleteness. It  would  have  been  impossible  to 
evolve,  out  of  mere  theoretical  reasoning,  such 
an  array  of  minute  directions,  as  to  the  exact 
procedure  for  duly  noting  the  innumerable 
variations  and  peculiarities  of  book  produc- 
tion, which  are  the  result  of  the  vagaries  and 
idiosyncracies  of  the  authors,  publishers,  and 
printers  of  the  last  450  years,  and  now  con- 
tribute their  share  toward  making  the  life  of 
the  conscientious  cataloger  a  burthen.  Prof. 
Dziatzko's  rules  were  not  made  on  this 
abstract  principle.  They  grew,  and  are  the 
result  of  the  actual  passing  through  his  own 
hands  of  every  one  of  340,000  cards,  and  the 
330,000^  books  and  pamphlets  which  they 
recorded. 

The  schematic  arrangement  which  the 
author  has  adopted  for  the  work,  at  first 
strikes  one  as  needlessly  complicated;  and 
one  of  his  critics  among  his  own  countrymen, 
to  whom  such  dissection  of  a  subject  gener- 
ally appeals  as  the  very  acme  of  logical  treat- 
ment, thinks  that  it  is  admirably  adapted  for 
a  chart  to  hang  on  the  wall,  but  altogether 
forbidding  in  a  printed  book.  Actuated  by  a 
feeling  akin  to  this,  myself,  at  first  I  set  to 
work  to  make  it  over  into  the  form  of  a  con- 


tinuous narrative,  that  would  read  smoothly 
enough  to  charm  the  romantic  cataloger  into 
burning  the  midnight  oil  and  finishing  the 
reading  of  it  in  one  sitting.  I  had  made  but 
very  little  progress,  however,  before  discover- 
ing that  this  could  not  be  done  without 
sacrificing  the  brevity,  directness,  and  per- 
spicuity of  the  original,  and,  as  I  imagine  that 
a  work  of  this  nature  is  not  likely  to  be  used 
as  a  reader  in  a  primary  school,  I  thought 
the  price  was  too  high  to  pay  for  a  little 
lubrication  of  the  mental  machinery.  I  have, 
therefore,  maintained  as  closely  as  possible 
the  terse  staccato  style,  and  whatever  rules 
I  have  been  obliged  to  add  or  change,  I 
have  attempted  to  mould  in  the  spirit  of  the 
originator. 

The  treatise  which  I  now  ofter  for  your 
consideration  and  criticism  is  not  a  transla- 
tion, but  rather  an  adaptation.  I  soon  found 
that  the  fundamental  differences  in  title,  and 
even  author  entries,  between  the  practices  of 
the  librarians  and  bibliographers  of  Germany 
and  of  America,  would  make  a  mere  transla- 
tion practically  useless  in  this  country.  I  need 
only  call  to  mind  that  a  German  invariably 
considers  a  work  by  a  corporate  body  as 
anonymous,  and  refuses  to  consider  the  right 
of  any  word,  but  the  first  noun  not  in  a  sub- 
ordinate grammatical  position,  in  commencing 
a  title-entry,  to  make  clear  to  you  the  neces- 
sity of  an  entire  remoulding  in  many  cases  of 
Prof.  Dziatzko's  material,  in  order  to  adapt 
it  to  our  own  needs. 

Having  once  started  out  in  this  direction, 
I  have  diligently  compared  all  the  cataloging 
systems  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  and 
noted  their  divergencies,  as  well  as  their 
agreement'  on  special  points,  hoping  thus  to 
furnish  a  kind  of  tabular  key  to  all  practices 
of  card  cataloging,  which  might,  even  if  my 
conclusions  were  not  accepted,  serve  as  a 
convenient  medium  for  recording  one's  own 
individual  preferences. 

The  original  work,  furthermore,  only  relates 
to  an  author  catalog,  while  I  have  extended 
the  scheme  so  as  to  comprise  title  entries 
also,  as  I  consider  that  the  two  ought  to  go 
together,  and  the  greater  majority  of  rules 
touching  title  entries  must  be  settled  for  an 
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author  catalog  as  well.  Two  facts  need  to 
be  emphasized  —  that  subject  entries  are  not 
considered  at  all,  and  that  these  rules  concern 
only  a  card  catalog.  They  will  in  the  main, 
of  course,  be  the  same  for  a  printed  catalog, 
but  would  necessarily  be  modified  in  special 
instances,  particularly  as  regards  cross-refer- 
ences, when  there  is  no  longer  any  need  of  pro- 
viding for  the  physical  difficulty  of  the  very 


limited  field  of  vision  to  which  a  card  cata- 
log is  subject. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  caution  any  one,  who  may 
be  inclined  to  follow  me,  to  pay  no  attention 
to  what  I  do,  as  long  as  h€  does  what  /  say. 
If  the  rules  here  laid  down  were  accepted 
as  unalterable  truth,  my  own  catalog  would 
be  a   conspicuous  example  of  how  not  to 


doit. 

For  discussion,  see  Proceedings  (Fifth  session).    The  Rules  are  too  long  for  publication  here; 
but  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  issued  independently. 


SOME  GERMAN    PUBLISHING   METHODS. 

BY    GEO.   WM.    HARRIS,    ACTING    LIBRARIAN   CORNELL  UNIVERSITY. 


TITITHOUT  the  slightest  desire  to  dispar- 
age  the^  profundity  of  German  scholar- 
ship, it  seems  to  me  it  must  be  conceded  that 
too  often  the  results  of  that  scholarship  are 
cast  in  a  somewhat  clumsy  mould,  for  German 
scholars  apparently  disdain  any  such  adven- 
titious aids  to  favor  as  are  given  by  grace  or 
brilliancy  of  style.  Nor  is  it,  perhaps,  going 
too  far  to  say  that  German  writers  generally 
seem  to  have  no  conception  of  literary  form, 
so  utterly  regardless  are  they  of  perspicuity, 
order,  and  method  in  literary  matters;  and 
they  certainly  have  an  infinite  capacity  for 
muddling  even  the  simplest  subjects.  To 
these  defects  in  their  mental  organization, 
rather  than  to  any  malicious  intent,  it  is  char- 
itable to  attribute  many  of  the  irregularities 
and  vagaries  which  so  severely  try  the  patience 
and  vex  the  souls  of  librarians,  and  which  I 
propose  to  illustrate  by  a  few  examples. 

No  doubt  we  are  all  familiar  with  their 
reckless  and  extravagant  multiplication  of 
titles  and  sub-titles,  the  result  being  that  a 
volume  of  almost  any  important'  work  is 
likely  to  be  referred  to  by  different  writers 
under  two  or  three  different  titles,  having  only 
the  slightest  resemblance  to  each  other. 
Take  as  an  example  "Die  Homerischen 
Realien  "  (Leipzig,  1871-83)  by  E.  Buchholz, 
said  to  be  in  two  volumes ;  the  first  of  these 
bears  the  sub-title  "  Welt  und  Natur,"  and  is 
itself  again  divided  into  two  volumes,  the 
first  being  called,  "Homerische  Kosmo- 
grapie  und  Geographic,*'  while  the  second  is 


entitled  "  Die  Drei  Naturreiche  nach  Homer ;" 
then  the  so-called  second  volume  is  likewise 
divided  into  two  ("  Das  6ffentliche  Leben  der 
Griechen  im  heroischen  Zeitalter,"  and  "  Das 
Privat-leben  der  Griechen,"  etc.),  and  so  we 
have  four  volumes  instead  of  two,  each  with 
a  different  title,  separate  pagination,  contents, 
and  index.  This  senseless  and  reprehensible 
custom  is  so  widespread,  that  one  is  tempted 
to  say  it  is  the  exception  to  find  a  German 
work  of  any  considerable  extent  published 
under  a  single  straightforward  title.  An 
interesting  variation  of  this  characteristic 
method,  and  one  which  is  calculated  to 
increase  the  possible  complications,  is  offered 
by  Koerting's  "Geschichte  der  Litteratur 
Italiens  im  Zeitalter  der  Renaissance  "  (Leip- 
zig, 1878-84).  Volume  L  bears  also  the  sepa- 
rate title  "  Petrarca's  Leben  und  Werke,"  and 
Volume  II.,  "Boccaccio's  Leben  und  Werke," 
and  each  is  frequently  quoted  as  an  inde- 
pendent work.  When  Volume  III.  appeared, 
it  had  as  a  separate  title  "  Die  Anfange  der 
Renaissance  litteratur  in  Italien."  In  the 
preface  to  this  third  volume,  the  author  teUs 
us  that  it  is  really  the  introduction  to  the 
whole  work,  and,  if  a  second  edition  of  the 
history  should  be  called  for,  it  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  its  proper  place  at  the  beginning 
of  the  work,  and  be  called  Vol.  I.  instead 
of  Vol.  III.  Of  course  this  will  involve 
a  corresponding  change  in  the  numbers  of 
the  other  volumes,  to  the  utter  confusion 
of  all  future  references  to  the  work. 
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The  periodicals  again  afford  some  remarka- 
ble instances  of  the  perverse  ingenuity  of  the 
German  mind  in  certain  directions.  We,  in 
our  simplicity,  are  accustomed  to  think  of 
a  periodical  as  a  publication  appearing  at 
stated  or  regular  intervals,  and  having  as  a 
rule  a  fixed  subscription  price.  This,  how- 
ever, is  far  removed  from  the  German  idea  of 
a  periodical,  as  a  very  slight  acquaintance 
with  the  periodicals  of  Germany  will  suffice 
to  show.  Some  of  the  more  common  varia- 
tions and  irregularities  of  these  productions 
may  be  illustrated  by  a  few  examples  chosen 
almost  at  random  from  the  periodical  list  of 
a  single  library.  As  an  instance  of  un- 
certainty of  price,  we  may  take  the  Land- 
wirthschaftliche  Jahrbuchery  Zeitschrift  fur 
wissenschaftliche  Landwirthschaft  (Berlin, 
PareyX  published  nominally  at  the  subscrip- 
tion price  of  20  marks,  or  $5,  per  year. 
The  unsophisticated  librarian,  having  made  his 
estimates  on  this  basis,  pays  his  subscription, 
and  naturally  supposes  the  matter  is  settled 
for  a  year ;  but  he  soon  finds,  to  his  dismay, 
that  each  year  three  or  four  supplement  num- 
bers are  issued,  the  price  of  which  is  not  in- 
cluded in.  the  advertised  subscription  rate. 
Thus  for  the  year  1888  four  supplements  were 
published,  the  first  costing  $2.50,  the  second 
16.25,  ^^  ^v[^  14*50,  and  the  fourth  %\ 
($14.25  in  all),  so  that  the  actual  price  of  this 
periodical  for  1888  was  over  $18  instead  of 
the  advertised  price 'of  $5.  The  publishers 
take  good  care  that  these  supplements  shall 
contain  the  most  important  papers  of  the  year. 

An  example  of  a  different  method,  which 
fairly  deserves  to  be  called  a  trick,  to  use 
no  stronger  word,  came  under  my  notice  re- 
cently. In  the  annual  "  Journal-Katalog,"  you 
will  find  these  three  periodicals :  Archiv  fur 
Anatomie  und  Physiolo^e  {Lt\i^z\^  price  50 
marks ;  Archiv  fur  Anatomie  und  Entwicke- 
lungS'f^eschichte  (Leipzig),  price  40  marks; 
Archiv  fUr  Physiologie  (Leipzig),  price  24 
marks.  Now  who  would  suspect,  on  seeing 
these  three  different  titles  and  noting  the 
different  prices,  that  these  three  are  one? 
Nevertheless,  such  is  the  fact,  for  the  last  two 
are  simply  the  anatomical  and  physiological 
divisions  of  the  first-named  Archiv^  fupiished 


with  different  titles  and  issued  in  differently 
colored  covers,  on  which  you  may  find,  after 
close  scrutiny,  the  following  words  in  very 
small  print :  ^^Zugleich  anatomische  [or  phy- 
siologische^  Abtheilung  des  Archivsfiir  Anat- 
omies^ etc. 

Another  curious  method  is  exemplified  in 
the  Jahresbericht  Uber  die  Fortschritte  der 
classischen  Alterthumskunde  (Berlin,  Cal- 
vary), which  is  advertised  as  published  yearly 
in  twelve  numbers,  the  subscription  price 
being  $7.50.  A  recent  number  of  this  jour- 
nal, issued  in  August,  1888,  is  called  FUnf 
zehnter  Jahrgang,  1887,  elftes  Heft  und 
zwolftes  Hefty  erste  Abtheilung;  it  con- 
tains:— 

pp.  177-208  of  Vol.  50. 

PP-  353-372  "      "    5»' 

pp.  289-320  "      "    52. 

pp.    95-170  "      "    53 A. 

pp.      5-12    "      "    53B. 

pp.  49-64  "  «  53C. 
The  last  part  of  this  twelfth  number  of  1887 
appeared  in  March  1889,  at  an  extra  price  of 
$1.70,  and,  as  it  contained  the  concluding  por- 
tions, with  title-pages  and  contents,  of  these 
various  volumes,  of  course  it  had  to  be  pro- 
cured at  any  cost. 

A  good  example  of  the  difficulty  the  Ger- 
mans seem  to  find  in  doing  anything  promptly 
is  offered  by  the  Fortschritte  der  Physik 
(Berlin),  an  annual  review  of  the  progress  of 
physics.  This  had  been  gradually  growing 
more  tardy  in  making  its  appearance,  and  the 
volume  for  1877  did  not  appear  till  1882. 
Then  the  editors  or  publishers,  seemingly  all  at 
once,  awoke  to  a  perception  of  the  compara- 
tive uselessness,  in  a  science  like  physics,  of 
a  report  of  progress  five  years  old,  and,  pos- 
sibly spurred  on  by  complaints  from  their 
subscribers,  determined  to  take  a  new  depart- 
ure; so  they  began  the  publication  of  the 
report  for  1880  in  1882,  leaving  the  years 
1878  and  1879  ^o  be  brought  out  later.  By 
great  exertions  they  succeeded  in  publishing 
the  reports  for  these  three  years  and  the  first 
part  of  the  report  for  1881  before  the  end  of 
1885;  but  this  spasmodic  effort  seems  to  have 
exhausted  all  their  energy,  for  nothing  was 
issued  in  1886,  and  it  was  not  till   1887  that 
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the  report  for  1881  was  completed,  and  the 
publication  of  the  report  for  1882  begun, 
while  the  first  part  of  the  report  for  1883  was 
not  issued  till  March,  1889,  so  that  smother 
spasmodic  effort  is  more  necessary  than  ever. 

In  all  these  cases,  some  efforts,  not  often 
successful  hbwever,  have  been  made  to  pre- 
serve at  least  an  approximation  to  regularity 
of  appearance ;  but  it  is  only  when  a  German 
scholar  succeeds  in  persuading  some  friendly 
and  trusting  publisher  to  aid  him  in  start- 
ing a  publication,  appearing,  to  use  his 
own  expression,  "  in  zwanglosen  Heften " 
(unfettered  by  any  conditions  of  time,  size, 
or  price),  that  we  are  shown  what  the  true 
German  idea  of  a  periodical  really  is. 

As  a  fair  example  of  this  class  of  publica- 
tions, misnamed  periodicals,  I  may  give  the 
record  of  the  Romanische  Studien^  edited  by 
Boehmer,  for  the  last  ten  years:  No.  13  was 
issued  in  June,  1879,  '4  ''^  December,  1879, 
15  in  April,  1880,  16  in  July,  1880,  17  in 
October,  1880,  18  in  October,  1880,  19  in 
November,  1881,  20  in  December,  1883,  21  in 
1885;  since  then  nothing  has  appeared, 
though  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  receive 
four  numbers  in  the  course  of  this  year,  as 
happened  in  1880. 

The  first  number  of  another  of  these 
unlimited  serials,  called  the  Moliire-Museum, 
was  published  in  1879,  ^ind  the  editor  prom- 
ised to  give  at  least  six  numbers  a  year ;  but 
it  was  May,  1880,  before  the  second  number 
appeared,  and  the  editor  then  announced  that 
only  three  numbers  a  year  would  be  given. 
The  third  number,  however,  was  not  issued 
till  February,  1881.  Then  after  a  long  inter- 
val, the  fourth  number  appeared  in  March, 
1882,  with  the  announcement  that  the  editor 
found  three  numbers  in  two  years  would 
suffice  to  cover  the  ground;  in  April,  1883, 
the  fifth  number  was  issued,  and  the  sixth,  in 
March,  1884,  was  the  last. 

The  light-hearted  confidence  with  which  a 
German  scholar  lays  his  plans  for  a  compre- 
hensive work  on  some  great  subject  is 
equaled  only  by  the  long-winded  dullness  of 
his  introduction,  in  which  he  feels  bound  to 
trace  for  you  its  history  from  the  creation  to 
the  present  day,  before  he  really  begins  his 


work;  and  when  he  does  at  last  reach  his 
actual  subject,  instead  of  treating  it  in  a 
straightforward,  systematic  manner,  the 
chances  are  ten  to  one  that  he  will  give 
you  a  fragment  of  the  fourth  volume,  followed 
by  the  second  half  of  the  first,  then  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixth,  and  very  likely  die  before 
he  gets  any  further.  As  an  instance  of  this, 
we  may  take  Miillenhofs  "Deutsche  Alter- 
tumskunde  "  (Berlin,  1871-87),  which  is  highly 
praised  as  an  example  of  German  thorough- 
ness and  German  methods.  The  first  vol- 
ume was  published  in  1870,  and  is  entirely 
devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  geographi- 
cal knowledge  and  theories  of  the  Greeks 
concerning  the  world  in  general,  with  some 
special  reference  to  Northern  Europe,  but 
leaving  the  actual  subject  almost  untouched. 
No  more  appeared  till  1883,  when  the  first 
half  of  the  fifth  volume  was  issued,  consisting 
of  a  series  of  essays  on  the  Eddas,  and  really 
put  forth  as  a  counterblast  to  Buggers  theories 
concerning  the  origin  of  the  Norse  mythology. 
In  1884  Miillenhof  died ;  but  since  his  death 
the  second  volume,  attempting  to  show  that  the 
region  of  the  Oder  and  Elbe  was  the  oldest 
home  of  the  ancestors  of  the  German  people, 
has  appeared,  with  an  introduction  by 
Rodiger,  who  states  that  it  was  nearly 
finished  at  the  time  of  Mullenhofs  death, 
and  intimates  that  the  work  may  still  be 
completed  by  other  hands. 

A  good  example  of  the  interminable  slow- 
ness with  which  the  publication  of  great 
works  is  carried  on  in  Germany  may  be 
found  in  Bronn's  "  Klassen  und  Ordnungen 
des  Thierreichs,"  begun  some  thirty  years  ago, 
and  still  in  progress,  though  Bronn  himself 
died  in  1862.  It  is  called  a  work  in  six 
volumes.  The  first  was  completed  in  1859, 
the  second  in  1860,  the  third  in  1866,  in 
two  volumes.  Of  the  fourth  nothing  had 
appeared  up  to  1887,  and  now  only  seven 
numbers  are  out.  The  first  half  of  the  fifth 
was  completed  in  1876,  but  the  second  half 
is  still  unfinished.  The  sixth  has  been  sub- 
divided into  five  parts  or  volumes,  of  which 
only  the  second  is  completed;  of  the  first 
only  four  numbers  have  appeared;  of  the 
third,  sixty-four  numbers,  containing  nearly 
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2,000  pages,  are  out,  and  it  seems  to  be  still 
far  from  completion;  of  the  fourth,  six 
numbers  by  Selenka  were  published  in  1869- 
70,  and  nothing  more  appeared  till  1884,  when 
numbers  7-10,  by'Gadow,  were  issued,  can- 
celling the  greater  part  (pp.  89-144)  of  Nos. 
4-6,  and  replacing  them  by  new  matter  (at 
the  subscriber's  expense,  of  course) ;  of  the 
fifth  part,  twenty-seven  numbers  have 
appeared.  In  the  meantime,  a  new  edition  of 
Volume  I.  was  begun  in  1880,  and  of  Volume 
II.  in  1882,  so  in  this  instance  we  seem  to 
have  entered  upon  a  never-ending  round  of 
publication  and  republication,  which  goes  on 
at  the  rate  of  ten  or  twelve  numbers  a  year. 

Perhaps  a  still  more  striking  example  of 
erudition  long  drawn  out  is  afforded  by  Ersch 
and  Gruber's  "  Allgemeine  Encyclopadie  der 
Wissenschaften  und  Kiinste"  (Leipzig,  1818-), 
the  publication  of  which  was  begun  seventy 
years  ago  and  is  still  in  progress  (though 
Ersch  died  in  1828  and  Gruber  in  185 1).  It 
lias  been  carried  on  in  three  sections — the 
first,  comprising  A-G,  is  complete  in  99  vol- 
umes ;  the  second,  beginning  at  H,  has  got  as 
far  as  Leh  in  42  volumes,  and  the  third  now 
runs  from  O  to  Phy  in  25  volumes  (166  vol- 
umes in  all,  thus  far  published).  Of  course 
many  of  the  articles  in  the  earlier  volumes  of 
each  section  are  hopelessly  antiquated,  and 
modem  science  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  rep- 
resented at  all  in  them,  while  the  articles  in 
the  later  volumes  are  very  valuable.  As  a 
matter  of  curiosity  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  latest  volume  issued  contains  long  biog- 
raphies of  several  noted  men,  among  them 
P.  Lanfrey  (1825-77),  Ferd.  Lassalle  (1825-64), 
E.  Lasker  (1829-84),  who  were  born  years 
after  the  publication  of  the  work  was  begun, 
and  who,  after  winning  world-wide  reputa- 
tions, died,  well  advanced  in  years,  before  it 
was  much  more  than  half  completed. 

Time  forbids  me  to  pursue  the  sub- 
ject through  the  intricacies  of  Ausgaben, 
Titel-ausgaben  and  Auflagen^  Neudruckty 
Sonderabdrucke,  and  Ergdnzungs-Bdnde^  In- 
augural'Dissertationen^  and  Programm-Ab- 
handlungen,  I  will  close  by  citing  a  single 
example  which  seems  to  combine  in  itself 
more  of  the  absurdities  and  faults  of  Ger- 


man publishing  methods  than  any  other  work 
I  have  yet  seen ;  and  it  is  certainly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  eternal  fitness  of  things  that  a 
series  calling  itself  the  "  Deutsche  National- 
Litteratur"  (Stuttgart,  1882)  should  be  carried 
out  in  all  its  details  in  a  manner  which  can 
only  be  appropriately  characterized  as  echt 
deutsch.  The  series  is  issued  first  in  small 
parts,  each  of  which  is  numbered;  these 
parts  are  made  up  into  volumes,  each  of 
which  is  numbered  in  the  order  of  publication, 
and  has  also  a  number  denoting  its  position 
in  the  series;  then,  in  many  cases,  it  has 
another  number,  as  one  of  the  volumes  of  an 
author's  works,  and  in  a  few  cases  still  an- 
other number,  as  one  of  the  volumes  of  a  di- 
vision of  his  works.  In  Kayser's  "Biicher- 
Lexicon"  the  series  is  recorded  by  the  part 
numbers ;  in  the  publisher's  list,  and  on  the 
dealer's  bills,  by  the  order-of-issue  numbers, 
while  on  the  title-pages  only  the  series  num- 
ber and  the  volume  number  in  an  author's 
works  are  given.  Here  is  a  tabulation  of  the 
first  few  volumes  issued :  — 

Part  Nos.  Issue  No.  Series  No.  Special  Vol.  No. 
I,  5,  10- la     Vol.  a       Vol.  93     Goethe's  Werke,  la. 

Goethe*s  Drainen,  3. 
2, 6-8  I  33     Grimmelshausen's  Werke,  i. 

3»  «3-»5  3  "»o    Schiller's  Werke,  3. 

4,  a7-30  7  5a     Wieland's  Werke,  a. 

9,  16-19  4  140    Kortuin's  Jobsiade. 

i9.aa  5  58    Lessing's  Werke,  i. 

The  series  will  include  some  170  volumes ; 
it  is  now  about  two-thirds  issued,  and  already, 
in  spite  of  German  thoroughness  and  German 
method,  there  are  several  pretty  snarls  to  be 
untangled,  and  more  may  be  expected.  The 
forty-sixth  volume  issued  is  called  on  the 
title-page  "Deutsche  National  Litteratur,  11 
Band.  Narrenbuch";  when  the  eighty-eighth 
volume  was  issued,  its  title-page  read 
"Deutsche  National  Litteratur,  11  Band. 
Erzahlende  Dichtung,"  etc.  The  number  on 
the  binding  of  this  volume  is  ten,  which  is 
right ;  smd  here  is  a  case  where  the  binder's 
title  is  correct,  while  the  title-page  is  wrong. 
The  fifty-eighth  volume  of  the  scries  is 
Lessing's  Werke,  Volume  I.;  but  the  sixty- 
fourth  volume  of  the  series  is  called  Lessing's 
Werke  IV.  This  seems  like  a  discrepancy, 
but   you.  hope  it  may  be    explained  by  a 
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division  of  intervening  volumes,  and  when 
the  sixty-ninth  volume  of  the  series  is  called 
Lessing*s  Werke,  Volume  IX.,  the  enumeration 
seems  to  bear  out  that  supposition.  But  soon 
another  volume  appears  called  the  sixty- 
fourth  volume  of  the  series,  Lessing*s  Werke 
VII.  Here  are  two  volumes  sixty-four,  one 
being  the  fourth,  and  the  other  seventh  of 
Lessing's  Werke;  both  can't  be  right.  Then 
comes  the  sixty-seventh  volume  of  the  series, 
Lessing's  Werke  X.  Here  is  a  pretty  muddle. 
The  matter  can  be  straightened  out,  but  only 
by  disregarding  the  numbers  given  on  several 
of  the  title-pages,  which  are  all  wrong. 
Again  the  one  hundred  and  third  volume  of 
the  series  is  Goethe's  Werke,  Volume  XXII. 
Soon  after  a  volume  appeared  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  title-page,  was  the  ninety- 
first  volume  of  the  series,  and  Goethe's 
Werke  XXIII.  It  really  is  Goethe's  Werke 
XXIII.,  and  should  be  Volume  104  of  the 
series.  A  little  later  a  volume  was  received 
which,  according  to  the  general  title-page,  is 
the  one  hundred  and  fourth  volume  of  the 
series,  and  Goethe's  Werke  XXIII.,  but 
which  really  is  Goethe's  Werke,  Volume  X., 
and  should  be  the  ninety-first  volume  of  the 


series.     So  much  for  the  order  of  publication. 

The  binding,  too,  is  characteristic.  It  is 
a  cheap  imitation  of  morocco,  which  soon 
wears  shabby ;  but  the  back  is  so  overloaded 
with  tawdry  gilding  that  the  lettering  can 
with  difficulty  be  distinguished;  while  the 
series  number  of  the  volumes  is  merely 
stamped  in  small,  blind  figures,  which  are 
imperceptible  except  after  closest  scrutiny. 
The  date  of  publication  is  nowhere  given  on 
any  of  the  volumes.  The  different  works 
bear  the  names  of  well-known  scholars  as 
editors,  but,  so  far  as  I  have  had  occasion  to 
examine  them,  their  rambling  introductions 
give  little  really  helpful  information  concern- 
ing  the  authors  or  their  works,  and,  what  is 
most  annoying  to  the  cataloguer,  in  most  cases 
not  even  the  initials  of  the  author's  name  are 
given  on  the  title-pages. 

But  it  may  be  asked.  What  do  you  propose 
as  a  remedy  for  these  evils  ?  I  propose  noth- 
ing. This  paper  is  simply  a  protest  against 
these  absurd  methods,  for  which,  in  most 
cases,  there  is  no  necessity  and  no  valid 
excuse.  In  spite  of  protests  the  Germans  will 
probably  ding  to  their  evil  ways ;  I  only  hope 
that  they  may  not  find  imitators  in  this  country. 
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BY   F.   M.   CRUNDBN,   LIBRARIAN   ST.   LOUIS  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


n^HIS  report  grew  out  of  questions  asked  by 
me  at  the  Round  Island  Conference  regard- 
ing the  custom  of  libraries  in  the  disposition  of 
bound  volumes  of  magazines.  I  was  requested 
to  gather  information  on  the  subject  and  re- 
port at  the  next  conference.  I  wished  to 
know :  — 

1.  Whether,  when  several  copies  of  a 
magazine  are  bound,  they  are  all  allowed  to 
circulate,  or  if  one  is  kept  strictly  for  reference. 

2.  Whether  the  single  copy  bound  is 
allowed  to  circulate  or  kept  for  reference. 

Returns  came  from  ninety-two  libraries. 
Of  these,  however,  eighteen  were  reference 
libraries,  and  therefore  not  to  be  considered. 
Some  of  the  returns  did  not  give  explicit 
answers ;  hence  the  total  figures  vary. 


Out  of  forty-six  libraries  that  take  more  than 
one  copy  of  various  magazines,  thirty-five 
reserve  one  bound  volume  for  reference,  and 
eleven  allow  all  to  circulate. 

Twenty-four  circulate  the  single  copy  taken« 
and  seventeen  reserve  it  for  issue ;  five  allow 
all  volumes  to  circulate  for  a  limited  period, 
while  they  are  presumably  easy  to  replace, 
and  withdraw  them  when  from  one  to  ten 
years  old. 

From  these  returns  it  appears :  — 

That  a  large  majority  of  libraries  binding 
two  or  more  copies  reserve  one  for  reference. 

That  in  a  majority  (not  a  large  one)  of 
libraries  the  single  bound  volume  is  issued 
for  home  use. 

The  St  Louis  Public  4-ibrary  is  with  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CRUNDEN. 


109 


majority  on  the  first  question,  and  among  the 
minority  on  the  second.  Our  plan,  I  believe, 
is  the  best  for  a  library  of  approximately  sim- 
ilar size  and  situation;  and  on  this  score  I 
shall  speak  further  after  giving  some  additional 
statistics. 

While  obtaining  answers  to  the  two  ques- 
tions on  which  I  was  to  report,  it  occurred  to 
me  that  it  might  be  of  some  interest  to  know : 

1.  How  many  copies  of  various  magazines 
are  taken  by  different  libraries. 

2.  How  many  copies  of  each  magazine  are 
bound. 

3.  How  many  libraries  circulate  single 
numbers,  for  what  periods,  and  on  what  terms. 

The  table  on  following  page  gives  replies 
to  the  first  two  questions  from  the  ten  libra- 
ries that  take  the  largest  number. 

The  order  in  which  titles  are  given  in  the 
following  list  fairly  represents  the  relative 
popularity  of  the  magazines  as  it  appears  in  the 
returns  from  seventy-four  libraries.  Century 
and  Harper  2xt  far  in  the  lead  ;  next  to  these 
generally  comes  Scribner;  and  after  that  there 
is  considerable  variation.  A  glance  at  the 
Toronto  column  will  show  how  wonderfully 
the  popularity  of  BUukwood  and  the  Edin- 
burgh  Review  is  increased  by  crossing  the 
great  lakes. 

Of  seventy-four  libraries,  forty-eight  circu- 
late single  numbers  of  current  magazines, 
twenty-four  do  not,  and  two  do  so  "  occasion- 
ally." Sixteen  issue  for  five  days  or  less; 
sixteen,  for  a  week ;  fourteen,  for  longer  than 
a  week;  and  two  allow  members  to  fix  the 
time  by  charging  them  two  cents  a  day.  The 
New  York  Mercantile  Library  reports  that 
this  secures  the  return  of  nearly  all  magazines 
within  five  days,  and  most  of  them  within 
three  days.  A  few  libraries  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  current  and  back  numbers  of 
magazines,  both  in  the  time  of  loan  and  the 
amount  charged. 

In  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library  two  copies 
of  the  most  popular  magazines  {Century y  Har- 
per, and  Scribner)  and  one  copy  of  the  others 
are  kept  in  the  reading-room.  Additional  cop- 
ies are  put  into  temporary  binders  and  issued 
as  books  on  payment  of  5  cents  per  week. 
Members  are  glad  to  have  them  on  these 


terms.  Copies  not  wanted  for  binding 
are  sold  to  members  for  15  cents  each, 
or  75  cents  in  advance  for  six  months. 
We  formerly  sold  them  for  10  cents  per 
number,  or  50  cents  for  a  six-months 
subscription;  but  competition  among  pur- 
chasers enabled  us  to  advance  the  price.  In 
this  way  the  more  popular  magazines  cost  the 
library  nothing ;  and  the  others  are  obtained 
for  from  one-half  to  one-fifth  price.  From  time 
to  time  the  number  of  copies  taken  is  increased 
or  other  magazines  are  added  to  the  list,  as 
the  demand  seems  to  warrant.  Occasionally 
a  new  magazine  is  tried  for  a  while  and 
dropped.  The  receipts  from  a  given  maga- 
zine determine  its  continuance.  Three  or 
four  issues  per  month  nearly  pay  for  the  mag- 
azine ;  and  if  there  are  not  that  many  people 
who  want  it,  the  library  is  hardly  justified  in 
taking  it  for  current  issue.  If,  however,  a 
second  copy  is  needed  for  binding,  the  few 
members  who  read  it  may  as  well  have  the 
benefit  of  the  issue  of  current  numbers.  In 
this,  as  in  all  other  matters,  each  librarian 
must  decide  what  is  best  for  his  library,  and 
how  he  can  best  serve  his  public. 

In  every  library,  whether  free  or  subscrip- 
tion, I  should  advise  the  circulation  of  current 
numbers  of  magazines.  It  is  sure  to  prove 
an  attractive  feature.  The  number  of  copies 
of  each  must  depend  upon  the  demand  and  be 
subject  to  the  same  limitations  as  popular 
books.  Where  a  charge  can  be  made,  the 
receipts  supply  an  accurate  measure  of  the 
demand;  and  generally  the  more  popular 
periodicals  can  be  furnished  to  members 
without  cost  to  the  library,  possibly  at  a 
profit. 

Every  large  library  should,  I  think,  take 
•two  copies  of  standard  magazine  for  which 
there  is  any  considerable  call,  keeping  one  for 
the  reading-room  and  allowing  the  other  to 
circulate,  and  making  the  same  disposition  of 
the  bound  volumes.  Small  libraries,  of  course, 
cannot  afford  this.  Small  subscription  libra- 
ries should  take  duplicate  copies  only  in  so 
far  as  justified  by  the  receipts  from  issues 
and  sales ;  and  small  public  libraries  must  be 
governed  by  the  same  considerations  that 
determine  the  purchase  of  popular  books. 
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BOSTON 
PUBLIC. 


NO.  BOUND. 


NEW  YORK 
MERCANTILE. 


TORONTO 
PUBLIC. 


ST.  LOUIS 
PUBLIC. 


CINCINNATI 
PUBLIC. 


NO.  BOUND. 


Century 

Harper 

Scribner 

Lippincott 

Atlantic 

North  American  Review  . 

Forum , 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

St.  Nicholas 

Godey 

Blackwood 

Edinburgh  Review 


REPORT    ON    AIDS   AND   GUIDES  FOR  READERS. 


BY    W.    C.    LANE,    ASSISTANT    LIBRARIAN    HARVARD    COLLEGE    LIBRARY. 


T  N  place  of  a  regular  report,  the  reporter 
presents  below  an  alphabetical  index  by 
subject  to  bibliographical  works  of  all  kinds 
mentioned  in  the  columns  of  the  Library 
journalist  1887  and  1888.  A  regular  annual 
list  of  bibliographies  arranged  alphabetically 
by  subject,  and  including  both  such  works  as 
have  been  published  independently  and  such 
as  are  often  contained  in  other  publications, 
would  be  of  great  use,  and  is  not  at  present 
supplied  by  any  of  the  bibliographical  period- 
icals. The  compiler  would  have  been  glad  to 
put  together  and  print  such  a  list ;  but  lack  of 
time  on  his  part  and  lack  of  available  space 
on  the  part  of  the  Library  journal  zoxa^tX  him 
to  adopt  the  following  index  as  the  nearest 
approximation  to  it  which  can  be  brought  out 
this  year.  Only  those  subjects  are  omitted 
which  were  included  in  the  list  appended  to 
the  report  presented  to  the  last  Library  Con- 
ference (Z.  /  12:416).  The  figures  refer  to 
the  volume  and  page  of  the  Library  jour- 
nal^ and  the  word  preceding  these  to   the 


particular  entry  referred  to.  Those  who 
consult  it  are  asked  to  notice  the  distinction 
made  between  the  noun  and  the  adjective  in 
names  of  places ;  e.  g.,  under  France  are  put 
bibliographies  of  works  on  France;  under 
French,  bibliographies  of  French  books; 
under  Hungary,  bibliographies  of  books  on 
Hungary;  under  German  (Hungary),  bibliog- 
raphies of  German  books  published  in  Hun- 
gary; and  under  Hungarian  would  be  put 
works  on  Hungarian  literature.  Under 
French  (period.)  are  put  periodical  bibliogra- 
phies of  French  books ;  under  French  period- 
icals are  put  lists  of  French  periodicals.  An 
asterisk  indicates  that  some  explanatory  or 
descriptive  note  is  added  to  the  title  on  the 
page  referred  to. 

It  was  intended  to  add  a  few  words  on  the 
more  important  bibliographies  of  the  year, 
speaking  of  each  one  separately,  but  the 
reporter  has  not  been  able  to  take  the  time 
to  do  so. 
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Aequa,  tUily.    BibliografiE,  12:567. 
Adulteration    of     food.      Battenhall, 

12:567. 
Aeronautks.    Tiasandierf  13:164. 
Africa.    Kayter.  13:30. 
Agenais.    Aodnen,  13:229. 
Agricolturv.    Wolf,  13:109. 
Aicbemj.    Waite,  13:389. 
Aldine  publ.    Pennine,  12:568. 
Algeria.    Lambert,  13:163.* 
Almanacs  (of  Nancy).    Briard,  12:146. 
Alsace.    Berger-Lerrault,  12:304.* 
America.    France.  Bibl.  Nat.,  13:303. 
American.  (Period.)  Quarteriy,  13:109*; 
(Harvard  Univ.)  TUlinghast,  \y}<^\ 
(Newport)  Hammett,  i2:s37;  (rhila. 
coll.    of  physicians)    Rusdienberger, 
13:164* 
American   bibliography.      Ford,   13:37, 

seq. 
American  sonnets.    Rowell,  12:538. 
Antiquities    (society   publ.).     Lefivre- 

Pontalis,  12:568,*  11:164.* 
Arabic  (Constantinople).    Huart,  13:29. 
Arc,  Jeanne  d'.     D'Arc,    13:387;    Le- 

merie,  12:177. 
Ardiitecture.    Mozxani,  13:29. 
Asti,  Italy.    Bibliografia,  13:387. 
Astronomy.     Houzeau  and  Lancaster, 

13:60,230*;  St.  Louis,  12:177.* 
Australia,  South.    Gill,  13:305. 
Basque.    Allende  Salazar,  13:162. 
Bavaria.    Hayn,  12:537. 
Belgian  biblic^dby.    Chauvin,  13:268. 
Belgian   law.       Picard    and     Luxier, 

«3J3o,*  61. 
Beowulf.    Beowulf,  12:146. 
Bible  (15th  cent.).    Prime,  13:556.* 
BiUical  ardixology.     Mitchell,  12:273. 
Bibtiopaphy.    lime,   13:108;    (in  Bel- 

Sum)   Chauvin,  13:268;   fyck  France) 
ull.  de  U  Soc  Bibliog.,  13:269;  (of 

Bologna)  Frati,  13:268. 
Birds.    Verxeichniss,  13:389. 
Bismark.    Kohl,  13:305. 
Boccaccio.    Ferran,  13:388. 
Bologna.    Manaoni,  13:305. 
Bolognese  bibliography.    Frati,  13:268. 
Bookbinding.    Quaritch,  13:388. 
Bookkeeping.    Ital;r,  12:146. 
Botany.     Bohnensieg,  13:29;  (Gennan 

flora)  Schuh,  13:388. 
Brazilian.    Bibliographia,  13:304. 


BuU-fighting.    Carmena,  13:304. 

Bunker  HilL    Hunne well,  13:163. 

Burial.    See  Funeral  customs. 

Bums,  Robert.  Anderson,  13:162; 
Sdieffler,  13:388. 

California  maps.    Rowell,  12:569.* 

Capuchins.    ApoUinaris,  13:297. 

Castagna,  M.  A.,  Puq.,  and  Nic 
Casugna,  ia:537« 

ChampoUion.  CnampoUion-Figeac,  13:- 
304. 

Charities.    Adams,  12:30^. 

Charlestown.    Hunnewell,  13:163. 

Cheap  editions.    Stanley,  13:109.* 

Chemistry,  Indexes  to.  Bolton,  12:^67.* 

Chemistry,  analytical  (1887).  Bolton, 
13:60. 

Chiabrera,  Gabr.  Varaldo,  12:210,  13:- 
197. 

Children  s  books.  Gloversville,  13:387 ; 
Indianapolis,  13:330*;  Ladies^  com- 
mission, ia:a4i ;  Poughkeepae,  13:- 
355.*  387*;  Sickley,  xy.xqfe.* 

Cholera.    Ravignani,  12:88. 

Circle-squaring.    Gould,  13:197. 

City  government.  Cornell.  13:107; 
Hodder,  13:108;  Woodward,  13:61. 

Coleridge,  S.  T.    Anderson,  ia.a4o. 

Columbium.    Traphagen,  13:388. 


Columbus.    HXbler,  13:177. 
'Commercial  education.    Lu< 
tinez,  13:388. 


Commercial  education.    Luque  y  Mar- 


Consanguinity.     Huth,  13:568. 
Copyright    Papafara,  13:369;  Solberg, 

13:164. 
Costa  Rica.    Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Bibliog., 

i3:a6o. 
Cremation.    Townsend,  13:569. 
Cromwell,  Oliver.    Lane,  13:60. 
Crystallography.    Groth,  13:388. 
Dante.  Scheffler,  13:388;  (1886).   Lane, 

13:30. 
Darwin,  Charles.    Robertson,  13:61. 
Dauphin^.    Ferrand,  13.39. 
Dentistry  (period,  literature).   Taft,  la:- 

373. 
Domfront,  France.    Appert  and  Con- 

tades.  13:60. 
Dutch  (1830-80).    Brink,  13:387. 
Dutch  language  and  literature.    Vries, 

i3:<38,*  13:30.* 
Dutch  literature.    Petit,  13:388. 
Ear.    Marucelli,  13:30.* 


Early  printed  books.  Einsle,  13:305; 
Pennino.  12:568. 

Eating.    Vicaire,  it:3c6. 

Education.  Classified  catalogue,  i3:a9t 
108;  Hall,  13:568;  MacAlister,  13*60*; 
Schulze,  12:146. 

Egypt.    Ibrahim-Hilmy,  13:369. 

Elocution.    Warner,  13:538. 

Engineering  (periodical  literature).  Gal- 
loupe,  13:369. 

English  (1887)  English  catal.,  13:161; 
(Period.)  Quarterly,  13:109*;  Torch, 
13:197. 

Eskimo  language.  Pilling,  13:537*, 
13:305.* 

Euclid.    Riccardi,  13:61. 

Falconry.    Petit,  13:388. 

Fencing.    Egerton-Castle,  i«:388. 

Fiction.    Novel-list,  13:537.* 

Foraminifera.  Sherbom,  13:388;  Wood- 
ward, 13:146. 

Forestry.    Wolf,  13:109. 

France.    Monod,  13:388. 

Frederick  the  Great.  Baumgart,  13:87*; 
Lane,  13:60. 

Freiberg.    Heydenreich,  13:146. 

French  (i5th-i8th  cents.)  Lc  Petit,  13:- 
108,  369*;  (contemporary)  Laporte, 
»a:537;  (iM-85)  Lorenz,  13:568, 13:- 
356*;  (1887)  Catalo^^  mensuel,  13:- 
163;  (period.)  Bulletm.  13:304;  (Agen- 
ais) Andrien,  13:339;  (Domfront)  Ap- 
pert and  Contades,  13:60. 

French  learned  societies.  Lefivre-Pon- 
Ulis,  13:568.*  I3:i64.* 

French  periodicals  (Paris)  Le  Soudier, 
13:108. 

French  reformed-  churches.    Frossard, 

12:373- 

Friuli.    Ocdoni-BonafFons,  13:108. 

Funeral  customs.   Townsend.  13:569. 

Fungi.  North  American.  Farlow  and 
Trelcase,  13:537,  13:197- 

Galileo.    Favaro,  13:341. 

General.  Langthaler,  13:60;  Ontario, 
13:197*;  Sonnenschein,  13:569*;  Wis- 
consin, 13:357;  (periodicals)  Bulletin 
bibl.intemationale,  it:a9*;  Praktisch- 
er,  etc.,  13:61;  Wissenschaftliche 
bibliographic,  13:538. 

Geography  (German  publ.).  Weigel, 
13:369.* 

Geology,  Italian  (1886).    Italy,  13:197* 
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Geoi^gU,  Kiiu;dom  of .  Wardrop»  13:389. 
German.  Kayter,  13:108*;  (i8ao-8a) 
Weigel,  t3:s69*;  (Periodicals)  Prak- 
(Aargaa)  Scho- 
roann,  -  — 

13:60,    ^        _    .. 
13:108;  (Medd'eobera) '  Wiechmannj 


tiKhe,  eU,^ 


ttc.t    13:61; 
13:164*;      (extra-European) 

Joest,  13:60;    (Hungary)    Kertbeny, 

13:108;  (Meddenbera)    Wiechmann, 

ja:89:     (Vienna)      Mayer,    i3:a69*; 

(popalar)   Reher,  13:273,  304,  13:109. 
(German  periodicals.    Deutsche  presse, 

13:368;  Frizenschaf,  13:388;  Grack- 

lauer,  ia:«68. 
Gnostics.    Jacobs.  13:568. 
Grasse,  France.    Reboul,  13:388. 
Gray,  Asa.    Gray,  i3:305.* 
Greece,  trmYel  and  topography.    Greece, 

»a:304. 
Groton.    Green,  13:305. 
Hales,  Owen.    Roth,  13:197. 
Harfleur,  France.    La  Motte,  13:387. 
Harvard  UniT.    Tillinghast,  13: 109. 
Hearing.    Marucelli,  i3:3o.* 
Henry  viii.  of  England,  Divorce.  Huth, 

12:568. 
Hermann  von  dem  Busche.    Liessem, 

12:304. 
Hildegardis,   abbess    of    RuperUberg. 

Roth,  12:568. 
Hispanida.    Roth,  12:568. 
History  (German   pabl.)   Weisel.  13:- 

269*;    (society  publicatioDs)  Lefivre- 

Pontahs,  i2|568*;  13: 164.* 
HoroloKy.      DuboU,     13:356;      Kiihl, 

i3:j88. 
Horticulture.    Wolf,  13:109. 
Hough,  F.  B.    Hickcox,  12:088. 
Hunj^ary.    Kertbeny,  13:108. 
HunUng.    Petit,  13:388;  Wolf,  13:109. 
Hypnotism.    Dessoir,  13:305. 
Incunabula.    Faelli,  12:241. 
Irvingism.    Winke.^/c.,  13:30. 
Italian  (Bologna,  Univ.    oh  Bologna, 

12:146;  (Messina.  Univ.  of)  Catalcwo, 

etc.,  13:60;   (Modena,  Umv.  oQ  cSt- 

alogo,  12:272. 
Italian  bioipaDhy.    Zincada,  13:197. 
Italian  penoaicals.    Elenco,  etc.,  13:60. 
Italian  poetry  (1886).     Bigazzi,  13:60. 
luly.      Hartford    L.    Assoc.,    12:567; 

Lozzi,  12:273. 

Jefferson,  Thomas.    Torofduns,  13:61. 
ewish.    Lippe,  12:304. 
Jews.    Hayn,i2:(37;  (English)  Jacobs, 

13: 163 ;  (Italian;  Mortara,  12:88. 
Joel.    Baumgartner,  13:229. 
Labor.    Milwaukee,  i3:305.* 
Langenstein,    Henricus  Hembuche  de 

H  assia.    Brambach ,  13:229. 
Latin  ^xography.    Paoli,  13:108. 
Lavoisier.    Gnmaux,  13:356. 
Law.    Puttkaroroer,  12:88 ;  of  Belgium. 

Picard  and  Larder,  i3:3o,*6i. 
L»amed     Sodeties,   French.    Lef^vre- 

Pontalis,  12:568,*  13:164.* 
I.eo  XIII.,  Pope.    Nizet,  13:388- 
Library  plans.    Whitney,  13:291,357. 
Liiruria.    Issel,  13:30. 
Lille  (1792).  Quairr^-Reybourbon,  13:61. 
Liturgical  books.    Brambach,  13:163.* 
Livland.    Pdlchan,  13:388. 
IxNJtee,  Thomas.    Lodge,  13.60. 
Luther.    Dommer.  13:108. 
Manufactures  (period,  lit.).     Galloupe, 

13:269. 
Manuscripts,  Classical.    Thompson,  13:- 

197. 
Maps   (London    Geol.    Soc.).      Boston 

Pub.    Lib.,  12*^67;      of     California. 
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ACCENTS. 


BY    JAMES    L.    WHITNEY,    BOSTON    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


A  CCENTS  are  often  omitted  on  the  title- 
•^  pages  of  French  books ;  it  may  be  because 
the  printer  lacks  a  supply,  or  because  they 
offend  the  eye  when  perched,  like  Stylites,  on 
the  tops  of  their  capitals.  Even  in  the  text  of 
otherwise  carefully  printed  books  the  accent  is 
sometimes  not  found  on  capital  letters,  as,  for 
example,  in  the  word  ^gypte  in  the  Grand 
Dictionnaire  of  Larousse,  where  the  accent 
appears  in  the  heading  and  in  the  top  line, 
but  is  omitted  in  the  text.  This  may  be  be- 
cause the  lines  are  too  closely  spaced  to 
allow  room  for  the  accents.  I  am  told  that  in 
France  in  official  signs,  placards,  and  engraved 
specimens,  capital  letters  are  carefully  ac- 
cented without  exception. 

Whatever  the  reason  may  be  for  the  omis- 
sion of  accents,  whenever  capitals  are  reduced 
to  small  letters  in  transcription,  and  whenever 
the  accents  are  missing  in  .the  text,  or  are  in- 
correct, they  must  be  supplied  or  corrected. 

The  rules  for  the  French  accent  are  briefly 
stated  in  the  dictionaries  of  Bescherelle  and 
Littr^.  In  Madame  Duperr^  de  Lisle's  Etude 
sur  la  prananciaiion  franqaise^  I  find  particu- 
lars not  given  in  other  books  examined. 
Matzner  says  in  his  Franzbsische  Grammatik 
that  there  is  no  comprehensive  principle  un- 
derlying their  use.  It  is  worth  while  to  notice 
that  the  acute  and  grave  accents  as  used  on 
^,  are  signs  giving  it  a  full  pronunciation, 
where  otherwise  it  would  be  mute.  No  /  or  ^ 
is  ever  written  imless,  without  the  accent,  the 
e  would  (by  the  rules  of  the  preceding  para- 
graph) have  its  mute  value.* 

It  will  be  found  convenient  to  make  a  list 
of  words  often  occurring  whose  accents  are 

*  Whitney's  French  grammar,  p.  6. 


puzzling,  as  Age^  attU^  apStre,  ipUre^  ivique^ 
extrime^  gdter,  gdteau,  goUt,  grdce^  kdpitaly 
maUrCy  tmpdty  rdU,  siir  (certain),  thidtre^  etc. 

One  trained  in  the  classics,  and  blessed 
with  a  sixth  sense  —  the  linguistic  sense  — 
will  often  understand  the  reason  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  accent.  He  will  know,  for 
instance,  from  the  history  of  a  word,  that  a 
letter  has  dropped  out  which  is  replaced  by  a 
circumflex  accent — a  clamp,  as  it  were,  to 
bind  the  word  together  and  keep  it  from  fall- 
ing to  pieces,  or  an  j,  on  its  side,  as  some  re- 
gard it,  to  denote  that  this  letter  has  been 
knocked  out  flat  upon  its  back,  as  ^ . 

In  some  cases,  when  there  is  no  suppressed 
J,  the  reason  for  the  use  of  the  circumflex 
accent  is  not  apparent.  Littr^  says  of  the 
word  extrime^  just  mentioned,  that,  as  no  ^ 
has  disappeared,  the  grave  accent  would  seem 
to  be  preferable  to  the  circumflex,  conform- 
ably to  the  custom  that,  when  in  derivatives 
the  accent  is  acute  {extrimiti\  the  primitive 
is  grave ;  as,  for  example,  probllmey  probli- 
matiquey  systlmcy  systimatique. 

Sometimes  a  word  will  seem  more  familiar 
under  a  different  accent  from  the  one  given 
it ;  and,  on  examination  of  the  dictionaries,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  French  appear  to  tire 
of  their  accents,  as  of  their  rulers  and  form 
of  government,  and  to  change  them  from 
time  to  time.  In  the  seventh  edition  of  the 
Dictionary  of  the  Academy  (1877)  the  follow- 
ing differences  of  accent  will  be  found  from 
the  sixth  edition  (1835)  ^md  the  Dictionary 
of  Littr^.  All  words  in  the  earlier  editions, 
written  -ige^  are  found  in  the  later  -^ge^  as 
colligiy  college  J  cortige^  cortege;  liige  (cork), 
Itkge;  sacrilige^  sacrilege;  sUge^  Hlge* 
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The  following  are  among  the  changes  which 
may  be  noted :  — 

AuuUw^s  bth  uUiUn  and  LiUri.    Aeadtn^s  lih  tdiiio*, 

Affr^tement.  Affr^tement. 

Av^nement.  Av^nement. 

Yet  the  three  dictionaries  unite  in  the  f  onn  ev6nement 


Duodenum. 

£pitome. 

Fac-simile. 

Duodenum. 

fipitom^. 

Fac-simil^. 

Ftftoyer. 
Gafne. 

Festoyer,  Fdtoyer. 
Gaine. 

Goitre. 

Goitre. 

Orf^vre. 

Orffevre. 

Po€me. 

Po^me. 

S^ve. 

Sfeve. 

Temp^tueux. 
Tenement. 

Temp^tueux. 
♦Tenement. 

Matzner  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
words  religion  and  religitux  lack  the  accent, 
while  irriligion  and  irriligitux  have  it. 
This  would  seem  like  regarding  the  accent  as 
"  the  mark  of  the  beast." 

Amid  such  a  variety  of  usage  the  rule  might 
be  that  when  a  missing  accent  needs  to  be 
supplied  the  latest  edition  of  the  Dictionary  of 
the  Academy  is  to  be  followed.  French  writ- 
ers and  printers  will  be  likely,  after  more  or 
less  grumbling  and  protestation,  to  follow  this 
standard.!  If  the  decision  of  the  Academy 
appears  in  any  case  to  be  unwise,  other 
authorities  might  be  followed,  provided  one 
remembers  to  be  consistent.  If  in  a  title  an 
accent  is  found  which  is  a  little  old-fashioned, 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  change  it  to  make 
it  agree  with  the  dictum  of  the  Academy;  as, 
for  example,  if  the  form  poeme  is  given,  do 
not  change  it  to  po^me.    Of  course,  the  titles 

•  The  majority  of  cases  of  changes  from  ^  to  ^  occur  before 
a  mute  syllable ;  in  truth,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  change 
be  extended  to  all  similar  cases,  and  I  would  venture  the  sug- 
gestion that  in«all  doubtful,  if  not  in  all,  cases,  preference 
should  be  given  to  the  grave  accent  unless  etymology  sug- 
gesU  the  drcumflez.  —  Professor  J.  LuquUnt  in  a  letter  to 
tkewriUr. 

t  French  printers  have  perhaps  excelled  those  of  all  other 
nations  in  their  ambition  to  perfect  their  art  The  publica- 
tions of  Didot  and  other  French  printers  will  repay  study. 
Lefivre's  *•  Guide  pratique  du  compositeur  et  de  I'imprimeur 
typographe,  Nouvelle  Wition,"  Paris,  18S3,  is  a  helpful 
book.  This  praise  must  be  qualified  in  the  case  of  modem 
French  novels. 


of  early  printed  French  books  are  to  be  let 
alone,  or  handled  with  extreme  caution. 

Words  which  differ  in  form  in  French  from 
the  corresponding  ones  in  English  may  to 
advantage  be  kept  before  the  eye,  such  as 
adresser^  apothicaire^  civilisation^  correspon- 
dant,  exempli^  inddpendance^  liltdrature^  tnide- 
cine^  etc  Even  a  short  list  of  this  kind  will 
be  found  to  be  very  useful,  for  one  is  sur- 
prised to  see  how  limited '  is  the  vocabulary 
of  title-pages,  or,  at  least,  how  often  the 
words  entered  in  such  a  list  will  recur.  The 
same  is  true  in  German  books.* 

In  Whitney's  French  grammar  it  is  stated 
that  **it  is  just  as  great  a  fault  in  writing 
French  to  leave  off  the  accent,  or  to  write  a 
word  with  a  wrong  accent,  as  to  leave  out  a 
letter  or  to  write  a  wrong  letter."  This 
would  be  a  severe  test  to  apply  to  Spanish 
books,  so  often  do  they  omit  the  accent  where 
the  rules  appear  to  require  it.  But  recently 
printed  Spanish  books  seem  to  show  extreme 
care  and  nicety.in  the  use  of  accents  and  an 
almost  faultless  typography. 

When  the  accent  or  stress  of  voice  falls  on 
certain  syllables  in  Spanish,  the  written 
accent  is  not  needed.  When  a  vowel  is  at 
the  end  of  a  word,  or  a  diphthong  ending  in 
a,  ^,  and  ^,  the  penult  generally  receives  the 
stress  of  voice,  certain  adverbs  and  persons 
of  the  verb,  etc.,  being  exceptions.  Where 
the  last  letter  is  a  9onsonant  (except  in  plural 
words  and  in  certain  tenses  of  verbs),  or  is  a 
diphthong  ending  in  1,  the  stress  is  generally 
placed  on  the  last  syllable.  The  written 
accent  is  not  required  in  these  cases,  but  is 
reserved  for  those  cases  which  are  exceptions 
to  this  rule;  for  words  which  are  spelled 
alike,  but  differ  in  meaning  and  use;  for 
vowels  in  certain  combinations,  etc. 

These  rules  are  mentioned  as  being  of  the 
most  common  application,  without  attempting 
to  go  further  into  the  subject  The  Grammar 
of  the  Spanish  Academy  in  its  latest  edition 
gives  a  fresh  treatment  of  the  subject,  but,  as 

*  One  ^miliar  with  German  books  comes  to  expect  certain 
sury  and  elongated  words  in  the  titles,  at  least  of  serious 
bo<^s.  The  following  will  be  recognised  as  a  typical  German 
title :  *'  Entwicklungsgieschichte  des  Eigenthums  unter  cultur 
geschichtlichem  und  wirthachaftlichem  Gesichtspunkte.*' 
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it  seems  to  me,  a  foreigner  is  not  able  easily 
to  comprehend  the  subject  with  clearness  and 
definiteness,  or  understand  the  diversities  of 
usage,  from  which  not  even  the  different  pub- 
lications of  the  Spanish  Academy  are  free. 
For  example,  recently  printed  Spanish  books 
place  an  accent  on  the  last  syllable  of  substan- 
tives ending  in  on^  as  accidn^  contestaci4n, 
etc.  In  this  they  follow  the  latest  edition  of 
the  Dictionary  of  the  Academy,  while  earlier 
editions  omit  the  accent  in  such  cases.  Again, 
in  words  like  exdmen  and  drderiy  which  for- 
merly had  the  accent,  it  is  now  omitted.  In 
either  case  I  can  see  no  reason  for  the  change. 
The  first  is  provided  for  in  the  rule  already 
mentioned  in  regard  to  words  ending  in  a 
consonant,  and  in  the  second  the  written  ac- 


cent is  needed  because  it  is  an  exception  to 
the  same  rule. 

Only  a  close  study  of  the  language  will  give 
facility  in  the  use  of  the  accent  It  will  be 
necessary  to  keep  a  dictionary  close  at  hand 
and  to  prepare  a  list  like  the  one  suggested  for 
French  words.  An  examination  of  carefully 
printed  books  will  be  found  helpful. 

Care  must  be  taken  not  to  omit  the  accent 
in  Italian,  where  it  is  used  to  distinguish  words 
of  the  same  form  but  different  meanings,  as 
di  (of)  and  di  (day) ;  e  (and)  and  I  (is) ;  amo  (I 
love)  and  amb  (he  loved).  Sometimes  the 
Italian  printer  forgets  the  accent. 

The  titles  of  Greek  books,  it  is  needless  to 
say,  must  be  printed  in  lower  case  letters  and 
accented. 


BOOK-BINDING  MEMORANDA. 

BY   R.   B.   POOLE,  LIBRARIAN   YOUNG  MEN'S   CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION,   NEW  YORK  CITY. 


npHE  early  book-binders  and  printers  were 
artists.  While  the  skill  and  art  of 
De  Thou  and  Roger  Payne,  the  Aldines  and 
the  Elzevirs,  are  not  wanting  in  these  trades 
to-day,  we  have  revolutionized  processes,  and 
vastly  increased  production. 

About  sixty  years  ago  Archibald  Leigh  ton, 
of  London,  introduced  cloth  binding  in  place 
of  the  conventional  board  (often  real  board), 
with  its  drab  or  bluish  colored  paper  and 
white  label.  Pickering  brought  out  a  set  of 
Byron  in  this  new  cloth  costume. 

There  are  to-day  two  distinctive  classes  of 
bindings — first,  case-made  books;  second, 
hand-made  books. 

I.  Case-Made  Books. —  Case-made  books 
are  bound  almost  exclusively  by  machinery. 
What  especially  distinguishes  this  kind  of 
binding  is  the  fact  that  the  case  is  made  sepa- 
rate from  the  book ;  the  book  is  forwarded  or 
prepared  by  itself,  and  its  ready-made 
jacket  is  put  on.  In  the  forwarding  depart- 
ment, the  first  operation  is  to  fold  the  sheets* 
A  machine  for  this  purpose  will  turn  out 
10,000  or  more  sheets  per  day.  After  the 
sheets  have  been  gathered,  they  are  placed  in 
a  machine  and  "  smashed,'*  as  it  is  character 


istically  termed ;  in  other  words,  pressed.  The 
edges  are  cut  and  the  back  is  rounded  and 
sawed  for  the  cords  by  machinery.  Machines 
are  also  used  for  sewing  and  at  half  the  cost  of 
hand-sewing.  While  one  class  of  workmen  are 
preparing  the  book,  another  class  are  manu- 
facturing the  cover.  The  cloth  is  cut  the 
required  size  by  a  machine.  It  is  lettered, 
tooled,  and  ornamented  by  means  of  a  heated 
die.  The  mill  board  is  cut  out  at  the  rate  of 
8,c5bo  or  10,000  pairs  per  day,  by  a  machine 
called  a  "ripper."  The  boards  are  glued  to 
the  cloth,  and  the  book,  brought  from  the 
forwarder's  hands,  is  pasted  to  the  sides  of 
the  case.  There  are  no  interlacing  cords  to 
bind  it  to  the  cover,  as  in  the  hand-pre- 
pared book. 

Most  cloth-bound  books  as  they  come  from 
the  publishers  are  made  by  this  process.  A 
single  house  in  New  York  can  turn  out  of  its 
bindery  about  10,000  volumes  per  day.  To 
America  belongs  the  honor  of  inventing  most 
of  the  machinery  in  use  for  this  rapid  manu- 
facture of  books.  France  excels  in  style  of 
binding,  England  in  solidity,  but  America  in 
machine  processes;  Germany  has  lost  prestige 
in  the  binder's  art.     Leather  cases  cannot  be 
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used  to  advantage,  and  doth  is  the  material 
used  in  general  for  machine-made  books. 
One  of  the  results  of  this  cumulative  power  of 
machinery  is  to  cheapen  production,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  diffuse  information.  Such  bind- 
ing as  we  have  described  is  decidedly  practi- 
cal but  inartistic,  unsuited  to  a  fastidious 
taste,  and  not  likely  to  be  very  durable.  If 
done  by  a  careless  binder,  the  back  of  the 
book  may  break  at  the  first  opening  in  the 
hands  of  a  nervous  reader.  It  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  cheapness,  and  of  fair  durability 
when  properly  bound  and  humanely  used. 

2.  Hand-Made  Books. —  The  hand-made 
book  we  may  regard  as  bound  or  half 
bound;  i.  e.  in  full  leather  or  with  leather 
backs  and  corners  and  cloth  or  paper  sides. 
The  folding,  gathering,  and  imposing  of 
sheets  are  the  same  in  this  class  of  binding  as 
in  ahe  machine-made  book;  but,  after  this, 
there  is  a  difference,  and  a  marked  one,  in 
good  workmanship.  The  book  is  better 
pressed,  and  attains  greater  solidity  by  being 
kept  longer  in  the  press;  it  is  rounded  with 
more  care;  the  mill  board  is  fitted  to  the 
joints  with  an  exactness  not  to  be  attained 
when  the  case  is  previously  made ;  the  saw- 
ing of  the  backs  for  the  cords  is  made  as 
light  as  possible,  or,  better,  the  back  is  not 
sawed  at  all,  the  bands  being  raised.  In 
strong,  well-bound  books  every  sheet  is 
sewed  "all  along,"  instead  of  two  on,  as  it  is 
termed;  the  thread  which  binds  the  sheet^to 
the  cord  completely  encircles  the  cord,  form- 
ing a  flexible  hinge,  instead  of  half  encircling 
it,  like  a  loop,  merely  drawing  it  to  the  book. 
Raised-band  sewing  is  a  special  feature  of 
good  binding.  In  the  case-made  book  the 
cords  were  not  attached  to  the  cover,  it  will 
be  remembered.  Here  the  ends  of  the  cords 
are  left  long,  are  frayed  out,  and  are  inlaid 
in  the  mill  board,  or  otherwise  securely 
fastened.  An  ordinary  octavo  should  be 
sewed  on  three  or  five  cords.  The  mill 
board  is  next  covered  with  leather  (full  or 
half),  which  must  be  firmly  pressed  to  the 
boards.  Next  comes  the  finishing  process, 
and  this  will  vary  according  to  tastes  and 
circumstances,  and  may  far  exceed  in  cost 
all  previous  operations;  but  this  does  not  con- 


cern the  scope  of  this  paper.  For  general 
library  purposes  it  is  sufficient  if  a  book  is 
well  forwarded,  has  good  material  in  the 
cover,  and  correct  and  explicit  lettering,  and  is 
plain  as  to  ornament.  It  is  often  far  better 
to  have  no  ornament  at  all,  especially  in  sets 
of  books,  where  single  volumes  may  require 
to  be  re-bound  and  the  pattern  imitated. 

The  question  of  cost  in  binding  is  an 
important  one,  but  a  false  economy  is  often 
practiced  by  librarians.  The  man  who  offers 
to  work  the  cheapest  is  often  the  dearest,  for 
his  work  has  to  be  soon  done  over  again. 
Book-binding  offers  to  a  man  of  not  very 
strong  conscientious  scruples  a  very  fine  field 
for  deception ;  and  a  book  which  comes  from 
the  binder  as  a  "thing  of  beauty,"  soon 
proves  to  be  a  snare  and  a  delusion.  Econ- 
omy favors  the  employment  of  a  conscien- 
tious binder  and  the  payment  of  fair  prices 
for  good  work. 

The  materials  used  in  binding  should 
receive  the  special  attention  of  librarians. 
The  matter  of  binding  in  all  our  larger  libra- 
ries is  an  important  one,  and  particularly  so 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  destruction  which 
is  being  effected  by  gas  and  heat.  Then 
there  is  the  question  of  the  genuineness  of 
the  leathers  used.  The  market  is  full  of 
imitations  ahd  shams,  and  very  much  that 
passes  current  as  morocco  is  nothing  more 
than  sheep. 

Among  the  cheaper  materials  used  for 
binding  are  cloth,  duck,  and  buckram.  Buck- 
ram is  the  most  expensive;  it  is  of  English 
manufacture,  made  from  linen,  and  worth  about 
48  cents  per  yard.  After  exposure  it  appears 
to  become  brittle.  It  is  a  doubtful  as  well 
as  rather  expensive  material.  The  Appren- 
tices' Library,  of  New  York,  has  used  buck- 
ram, but  prefer  duck,  which  they  has  employed 
for  three  years.  The  expense  of  duck  is 
about  half  the  cost  of  buckram.  The  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library  also  bind  in 
duck.  The  duck  is  dyed, — dark  colors  having 
the  preference.  When  a  book  is  bound  in 
duck,  outside  paper  covers  are  not  required. 
This  material  can  only  be  recommended  for 
circulating  libraries,  and  for  an  ordinary  class 
of  books.    Duck  is  used  for  newspapers  by 
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the  Mercantile  Library  and  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Library  of  New  York. 
The  lettering  is  nnade  on  labels.  Duck  for 
books  for  circulation  can  be  procured  for 
about  20.  cents  per  yard. 

Cloth  binding  for  books  that  are  to  have 
hard  usage  is  preferable  to  the  cheap  leathers 
and  imitation  moroccos.  Cloth  is  not  strong 
enough  for  large  reference  books,  and  yet  it 
may  be  a  question  whether  it  is  not  better  to 
buy  such  a  book  in  cloth,  and  have  it  rebound 
when  required,  rather  than  to  pay  the  pub- 
lisher more  than  the  cost  of  rebinding  for 
his  one-half  morocco  edition,  badly  bound  at 
that. 

.  Sheep-skin  probably  is  employed  more  ex- 
tensively in  binding  than  any  other  leather,  and 
every  librarian  abhors  it  when  he  sees  it  in  its 
undisguised  form.  Sheep  is  not  strong,  lacks 
solidity  and  durability,  and  is  reduced  to  a 
powder  (sometimes  occasioning  explosions) 
by  the  action  of  heat  and  gas.  Sheep  when 
split  is  called  skiver.  Roan  is  sheep  stamped 
in  imitation  of  straight-grained  and  pebbled 
morocco.  Very  much  that  passes  for  mo- 
rocco is  nothing  more  than  sheep  dyed.  A 
fac-simile  of  the  grain  or  pebble  of  the 
morocco  is  obtained  by  taking  a  plaster  im- 
pression from  a  goat-skin  (morocco),  from 
which  a  plate  is  made ;  and,  by  means  of  this 
plate,  sheep-skins  are  turned  into  goat-skins. 
It  requires  some  expert  skill  to  detect  the 
counterfeit  from  the  real.  In  the  whole  goat- 
skins the  impression  of  the  plate  is  left  on  the 
margin  of  the  skin. 

The  binder  has  his  tests.  He  crushes  the 
morocco  in  his  hand,  and  abrades  the  peb- 
bled surface  with  his  thumb  nail,  and  gets 
indications  that  are  evidences  of  genuineness. 

American  sheep-skins  are  worth  about 
I9.00  per  dozen.  Foreign  skins,  with  mo- 
rocco stamp,  can  be  procured  for  about  the 
same  price. 

Another  kind  of  leather  which  is  coming 
much  into  use  is  American  Russia,  or  cow- 
hide ;  when  split  it  is  termed  buffing,  and  is 
cheaper  than  sheep.  It  is  an  inferior  mate- 
rial. We  question  if  cow-hide  has  much 
durability,  when  exposed  to  heat  and  gas,  un- 
less it  be  of  the  best  quality. 


Calf-skin  is  condemned  by  librarians.  It 
gives  a  book  a  fine  finish,  but  for  purposes  of 
utility  it  is  to  be  avoided.  Law  calf  is  un- 
dressed calf.  The  German  and  French  calf- 
skins are  the  best,  as  they  are  procured  from 
better  animals,  and  are  cured  in  a  superior 
manner. 

Morocco,  or  goat-skin,  is  as  yet  the  best 
article  in  the  market  for  binding,  and  among 
the  colors  cochineal  red  is  found  to  possess 
the  most  durable  qualities.  Morocco  has  a 
close  texture,  is  strong,  and  resists,  better 
than  other  leathers,  heat  and  gas.  There  are 
many  varieties  of  morocco,  which  vary 
decidedly  in  quality  and  price.  Levant 
morocco,  manufactured  from  the  Eastern 
goat,  is  by  far  the  best.  Levant  skins  will 
vary  in  price  from  $3.50  to  $5  a  piece. 
The  best  of  other  imported  goat-skins  will 
cost  from  $1.50  to  $3  a  piece.  There  are 
Turkey  moroccos,  German,  American,  Per- 
sian, and  others.  The  Persian  has  not  proved 
a  success  in  the  library  of  the  New  York 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Levant, 
while  the  best,  is  by  far  too  expensive,  except 
for  exceptionally  fine  and  costly  books.  If 
books  are  imported  from  London  or  Paris, 
they  can  be  bound  in  Levant  at,  we  should 
say,  about  the  rate  of  the  cheaper  goat  here. 
The  librarian  is  left  very  much  at  the 
mercy  of  his  binder  as  to  whether  he  gets 
genuine  goat  or  sheep  skin,  and  for  this 
reason,  again,  should  be  very  careful  in  the 
selection  of  an  honest  man. 

To  obtain  crushed  leather,  the  skin  is  first 
fitted  to  the  book,  and  then  the  book  is 
placed  between  silver  plates,  and  the  whole 
is  placed  in  a  press.  The  pebble  by  this 
means  becomes  flattened,  and  presents  a  more 
finished  surface. 

Other  materials  which  enter  into  the  com- 
position of  a  bound  book  are  the  mill  board, 
the  paper,  the  thread,  and  bands.  Irish  linen 
should  be  used  for  stitching,  and  the  bands 
should  be  from  3  to  8  ply.  Papers  are  either 
English,  French,  or  German.  The  French 
and  English  are  the  most  expensive.  In  the 
use  of  the  proper  kind  of  paper  there  is  room 
for  a  display  of  taste.  A  good  binding  is 
often  very  much  disfigured  by  using  a  paper 
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not  at  all  in  harmony  with  the  color  of  the 
leather.  The  English  paper  with  gilt  marks 
is  now  much  in  vogue. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  mill  board 
used,  varying  from  wood  pulp  to  the  best 
English  board.  The  best  American  board, 
called  Davy's  best,  sells  at  about  ^yi,  cents 
per  pound,  while  the  English  is  worth  9 
cents.  This  last  contains  hemp  and  tar,  and 
is  solid  and  tough.  A  cheap  brand  is  West- 
em  straw,  manufactured  at  Dayton,  O.  The 
American  excelsior  brings  about  4X  cents 
per  pound. 

The  question  of  book-binding  in  the 
various  libraries  of  this  Association  —  refer- 
ence and  circulating,  public  and  restricted 
1^^  For  discussion  on  this  paper 


—  requires  more  elaborate  treatment  than 
has  been  given  to  it  in  our  discussions,  or 
than  we  can  give  it  at  this  time.  Statistics 
of  the  leading  libraries  might  with  advantage 
be  gathered,  and  the  experience  of  librarians 
obtained.  At  another  time  we  may  venture 
to  present  other  features  of  the  subject. 

NoU, — The  memonnda  for  this  paper  were  prepared  with 
a  Yiew  of  treating  the  subject  as  a  topic,  in  a  familiar,  extem- 
poraneous way,  and  were  so  giren,  and  were  illostrated  Tery 
fully  with  specimens  of  binding  materials.  It  has  seemed 
best  to  write  oat  what  was  then  said,  omissions  and  additions 
excepted.  Mr.  H.  W.  Stikeman,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Alfred  Matthews,  of  Brooklyn,  book-binders,  are  entitled  to 
thanks  for  their  cotirtesy  and  kindness  in  furnishing  the 
writer  with  specimen  materials  for  binding  and  Taloable 
information. 

see  Proceedings  (Third  Session). 


UNIVERSITY    LIBRARY    BUILDINGS. 

BY    HIRAM    M.    STANLEY,   LIBRARIAN   LAKE   FOREST  UNIVERSITY. 


npHE  position  of  the  library  should  be  as 
central  as  possible.  The  library  is  the 
heart  of  a  university,  and  should  be  so  placed 
as  to  be  in  closest  connection  with  each 
department.  In  the  plan  for  the  Leland 
Stanford  University  the  library  building  has 
this  central  position ;  but  the  plan  by  quad- 
rangles there  adopted  renders  it  far  less  con- 
venient than  a  circular  arrangement,  with  all 
buildings  radiating  from  a  library.  The  ideal 
university  on  the  circular  plan  would  embrace 
a  library  building  and  a  building  for  heat  and 
power  at  the  center,  immediately  surrounded 
by  professors'  houses  and  cottage  dormitories, 
and  in  the  outer  portion  of  the  circle  by  the 
buildings  for  the  several  departments. 

It  is  a  grave  question  whether  it  is  worth 
the  while  to  have  such  expensive  fire-proof 
buildings  for  general  library  purposes.  Library 
buildings  often  cost  out  of  all  proportion  to 
their  contents.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  for 
library  structures  the  average  is  far  higher,  in 
relation  to  value  of  contents,  than  for  any 
other  class  of  buildings.  We  see  in  every 
large  city  merchants'  and  jewelers'  stocks  of 
very  great  value  stored  in  buildings  of  rela- 
tively small  cost.  It  seems  extravagant  to 
erect  buildings,  as  is  often  done,  where  the 


cost  averages  from  %i  to  %zper  book  capacity^ 
and  from  $3  to  |6  per  book  as  to  the  actual 
contents  for  many  years  after  erection.  This 
costliness  is  principally  due  to  fire-proofing, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  never  made  absolutely 
perfect  But  books  are  practically  incombus- 
tible. It  requires  plenty  of  kerosene  and 
plenty  of  poking  to  msdce  one  book  bum 
rapidly,  and  piles  of  books  bum  with  extreme 
slowness.  By  far  most  libraries  will  contain 
so  few  books  of  very  great  cost  and  rarity 
that  a  small  fire-proof  room  —  really  fire-proof 
—  will  easily  contain  them  all.  Such  a  room 
should  be  a  part  of  every  library  building,  but 
the  remainder  of  the  stmcture  may  be  of 
ordinary  constmction.  A  neat  and  substan- 
tial building  ought  to  be  erected  for  25  cents, 
or  less,  per  book  capacity. 

The  most  important  of  recent  problems, 
with  reference  to  library  buildings  in  general 
and  to  university  library  buildings  in  particu- 
lar, is  that  of  seminar  rooms,  to  use  the 
German  term,  or  substantially  in  English, 
the  question  of  reference  rooms  for  special 
departments.  The  classical  seminar  room  in 
Leipzig  is  a  large  apartment,  filled  with  a 
working  classical  library,  where  students  and 
professors  can  freely  work  with  the  literature 
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at  hand  upon  doctorate  theses,  articles,  and 
books.  A  number  of  seminar  rooms  have 
been  placed  in  the  recent  library  building  at 
Cornell,  and  at  Michigan  University  seminar 
rooms  are  found.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
library  building  is  the  best  place  for  the 
seminar  room.  A  professor  in  biology  tells 
me  that  for  convenience  he  would  by  all 
means  have  his  seminar  room  in  close  con- 
nection with  the  lecture  and  working  rooms 
in  the  biological  building,  and* the  conven- 
ience would  be  equally  great  for  all  the 
departments  upon  the  same  plan.  The  cen- 
tral library  is  weakened,  but  the  books  are 
placed  where  they  will  be  most  convenient 
and  useful.  The  ideal  university  would  have 
two  complete  libraries  —  one  for  circulation 
and  the  other  for  reference;  but  the  cost 
would  be  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  the 
advantages  of  such  a  scheme  can  only  be 
secured  through  the  cooperative  specializa- 
tion urged  by  the  writer  in  the  June,  1888, 
number  of  the  Library  joumaL  The  semi- 
nar room  should  have  an  attendant  to  help 
students  and  to  give  out  books  for  over  night. 


A  study  room  for  the  professor  should  be  in 
close  connection.  In  a  small  institution  the 
library  and  recitation  buildings  might  be 
combined  in  one,  the  recitation  rooms  radiat- 
ing from  a  central  book  room,  and  so  giving 
ready  access  to  the  books  of  every  depart- 
ment Beside  the  special  seminar  rooms  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  a  small  collection 
of  the  most  necessary  books  in  the  recitation 
rooms,  under  the  care  of  the  professor  or  of 
some  trustworthy  student  It  would  be  very 
desirable  to  have  a  study  well  supplied  with 
reference  books  adjoining  the  proctor's  room 
in  each  dormitory,  and  accessible,  under  his 
supervision,  at  all  hours  of  day  and  night 
In  some  professional  schools  study  rooms 
are  provided,  and  the  students  have  unre- 
stricted access  by  their  own  keys;  but  this 
privilege  would  doubtless  be  abused  by  under- 
graduates, and  it  is  sometimes  abused  by 
professional  students. 

In  short,  the  student  must  be  so  encom- 
passed with  books  that  he  cannot  escape 
them ;  and,  if  he  will  not  come  to  the  books, 
the  books  must  go  to  him. 
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THE  PROCEEDINGS. 


At  The  Southern,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Wednesday-Saturday,  May  8-ii,  1889. 


FIRST  SESSION. 

(Wednesday  Morning,  May  6.) 

C:  A.  Cutter,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.30  A.  M. 

Mayor  Noonan,  of  St.  Louis,  gave  an  address 
of  welcome,  to  which  the  President  responded. 

President  Cutter  read  his  opening  address  on 

COMMON  SENSE. 

{Seep.  I.) 

He  prefaced  it  by  saying: — 

I  selected  this  topic  because  common  sense 
being  needed  everywhere,  I  thought  I  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  touch  upon  various  points  of 
library  interest.  I  find  that  the  subject  has  this 
merit  in  only  too  great  a  degree.  To  fully  treat 
it  as  it  has  opened  out  before  me,  would  be  to 
write  a  complete  treatise  on  library  economy, 
enough  to  fill  a  volume.  What  is  to  be  done? 
I  really  cannot  ask  you  to  listen  for  ten  consecu- 
tive hours.  I  think  I  have  found  a  solution  of 
the  problem.  I  take  a  hint  from  a  custom  which 
has  grown  up  of  late  years  in  railroading, — ^when  a 
train  becomes  unmanageably  long,  of  sending  it 
forward  in  sections.  I  purpose  doing  so  with  the 
present  address.  Part  of  it  will  go  on  to-day, 
but  the  section  canying  library  buildings  will  not 
start  out  till  to-morrow,  when  it  will  be  followed 
by  trains  loaded  with  similar  freight  under  the 
charge  of  other  conductors.  The  section  bearing 
catalogs  and  classifications  will  leave  Friday 
morning.  Several  other  sections  I  have  run  o£f 
on  a  side  track,  where  I  shall  leave  them. 

(As  the  number  of  papers  outran  the  time  for 
listening  to  them,  these  postponed  portions  were 
never  read.  Some  part  of  them  has  been  restored 
to  the  address,  and  is  printed  with  it.) 

Melvil  Dewey,  Secretary,  then  gave  extempo- 
raneously the  Secretary's  report. 

Mr.  H:  J.  Carr  read  the 


treasurer's  report. 

Henry  J.  Carr,  Treasurer^  in  accoM9tt  with  the 

American  Library  Association:  — 

1887.  Dr. 

Aug.  30.  To  balance  on  hand  from  last 
report  (Thousand  Islands 
Conference) I397  00 

Aug.  30  to  Oct.  20, 18S7. 

To  59  temporary  member  fees 

(Thous.  Islands)  ....       118  00 

1888. 

Oct.  24.     To  8  temporary  member  fees 

(Catskills) 16  00 

Oct.  20,  1887,  to  March  9,  1888. 

To  sale  3  cop.  Proc,  1886,  $3  do 
"  "  4  "  "  1887,  4  00 
«     «    ^  «<       «    ,887,   4  00 

II  00 

1888. 

April  7.  To  interest  on  deposits  (Grand 
Rapids  bal.,  1887)    .  %^  36 

1889. 

Jan.  31.     To  interest  on  deposits 

(Grand  Rapids  1888)  10  34 
Feb.  20.    To  interest  on  deposits 

(Concord,  1887, 1888)  4  89 

22  59 

Aug.  30,  1887,  to  April  30,  1889. 

To  375  annual  membership 

fees,  viz. :  — 

For  year  1886,    5    .    %\o  00 

•*         1887,  59    .    118  00 

1888,153    .    30600 

"         1889,158    .31600 

750  00 

1887. 

Nov.  21.  To  I  life  membership.  Rev. 
Henry  F.  Jenks,  Canton, 
Mass f    .    .         25  00 

1889. 

March  15.  To  i  life  membership.  Prof. 
Geo.  T.  Little,  Brunswick, 
Me 25  00 

Total 11,364  59 
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1887. 
Dec  8. 


1888. 
Jan.  16. 


Cr. 

By  PMishers^  weeklj^,  bill 
Aug.  18,  1887,  printing  cir- 
culars of  T.  I.  meeting 


By  Library  Bureau,  5  bills, 
viz.:  — 

Aug.  15,  1887,  for  1,000  mem- 
ber certificates     .... 

Sept.  19, 1887,  for  programs 
and  sundries  for  Secre- 
tary's office 

Nov.  9, 1887,  ^or  350  printed 
postals  for  receipt  of  Pro- 
ceedings   

Dec.  17,  1887,  for  355  copies 
Proceedings  Thousand  Is- 
land Com.  (155  pp.),  en- 
veloped and  partly  ad- 
dressed     

Dec  28,   1887,  for   postage 

and  express  on  280  copies 

of  Proc.  first  distributed    . 

Sept.  18.    By   Melvil    Dewey,  2    bills, 

viz. :  — 

July  I,  1888,  for  expenses  of 
Secretary's  office,  Jan.  i, 
1885,  to  May  25,  1888   .    . 

Aug.  1, 1888,  for  expenditures 
of  Sec*y  at  Lake  George 
and  Thousand  Islands  con- 
ferences, etc.,  Aug.  14, 
1885,  to  Dec.  31,  1887  .  . 
Oct.  24.  By  Librarv  Bureau,  bill,  Oct. 
14,  1888,  circulars  and 
postage  for  Catskill  meet- 
ing   

1889. 

April  22.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill 
March  18,  1889,  printing 
for  Secretary 

By  Publishers*  weekly^  2  bills, 
viz.! — 

March  22, 1889,  for  142  copies 
of  Library  journal  (Sept. 
and  Oct.,  1888),  Catskill's 
meeting  report      .... 

April  12,  1889,  for  28  copies 
same 

(Beine  170  copies,  at  40  cents 
each,  mailed  to  members.) 
Sept.  1, 1887,  to  April  30,  1889. 

By  current  expenses  of  Treas- 
urer's office,  for  postage, 
express,  and  printing,  as  per 
detailed  account  voucher  . 


|i  50 

5  SO 

31  26 

6  00 

33083 
19  60 

23  22 

32  43 
5  45 


5680 
II  20 


21  97 


1889. 
May  I. 


Payments #547  76 

Balance  on  hand  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  viz. :  — 

On     deposit     a^     Concord, 
Mass.      .    .    .      I300  82 

On  deposit  at  Grand 

Rapids,  Mich.  516  01 

I $81683 


Total 11,364  59 


B. 
The  membership  status,  at  the   ist  of    May, 
1889,  is  as  follows :  — 

Life  members 24 

Paid  to  1889,  inclusive 158 

(Of  which  20  are  new  in  1889.) 

Owing  for  1889  only 18 

"       "    1889  and  1888 65 

"       "    1889,  1888,  and  1887 2 

Total 267 

Proceedings  remaining  m  hands  of  Treasurer :  — 
15  copies  Milwaukee  Conf.,  1886. 
44     "      Thousand  Islands  Conf.,  1887. 
17     <<      Catskill  Meeting,  1888. 
The  Treasurer  recommends  that  the  Finance 
Committee  be  authorized  to  take  steps  for  per- 
manently funding  a  major  portion  of  the  cash 
balance    at  best  attainable  interest  (compatible 
with  due  security),  as  an  offset  to  the  life  member- 
ships which  do    not    contribute    to    the  annual 
revenues,  while  receiving  Proceedings,  etc,  at  a 
cost  approximating  to  the  amount  of  annual  fee. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H:  J.  Carr, 

Treasurer. 
May  I,  1889. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, having  examined  the  written  accounts  of 
the  Treasurer,  from  Aug.  30,  1887,  to  May  i,  1889, 
and  compared  with  it  the  vouchers  and  bank 
accounts  accompan3ring,  find  the  same  to  be 
correct. 

William  E.  Foster. 

Charles  C.  Soule. 

Sec  Dewey.  —  Note  that  ten  years  ago  we 
were  discussing  how  to  raise  money  to  pay  our 
debts.  To-day  we  are  to  discuss  where  to  invest 
our  surplus  capital. 

Mr.  S:  S.  Green  read  the 

REPORT  OF  THE    COMMITTEE    ON    DISTRIBUTION 
OF  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

In  the  report  made  by  this  committee  at  the 
meeting  held  September,  1887,  on  Round  Island, 
"  patience  '*  was  recommended  as  a  suitable  watch- 
word for  the  Association  and  its  representatives 
in  trying  to  secure  legislation  by  Congress,  re- 
garding the  distribution  of  public  documents,  that 
should  be  satisfactory  to  librarians. 

The  committee  has  worked  faithfully  and  pa- 
tiently to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Association ; 
but,  after  another  series  of  efforts,  can  only 
recommend  that  we  retain  the  old  watchword  of 
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"  patience,**'  and  add  to  it  the  word  "  persistence," 
so  that  the  motto  from  which  we  are  to  receive 
inspiration  shall  read  in  future  ''patience  and 
persistence." 

The  Association  and  its  committee  know  what 
they  want,  but  so  far  have  found  it  impossible  to 
secure  what  they  desire. 

The  committee  recommends  that  we  contmue 
our  efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  following 
joint  resolution,  which  embodies  the  wishes  of 
the  Association :  — 

Resoi9ed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled^  That  the  public  printer  shall  deliver  to 
the  Interior  Department  a  sufficient  number  of 
copies  of  the  Congressional  Record  (bound), 
Statutes-at-Large,  and  of  every  other  government 
publication,  not  already  supplied  for  this  pur- 
pose, printed  at  the  government  printing-office, 
including  the  publications  of  all  bureaus  and 
offices  of  the  government,  excepting  bills,  resolu- 
tions, documents  printed  for  the  special  use  of 
committees  of  Congress,  and  circulars  designed, 
not  for  communicating  information  to  the  public, 
but  for  use  within  the  several  executive  depart- 
ments and  offices  of  the  government,  to  enable 
said  department  to  supply  a  copy  to  every  deposi- 
tory of  public  documents  designated  according  to 
law. 

Should  this  joint  resolution  ever  be  passed  by 
Congress,  the  committee  recommends  that  strong 
efforts  be  made  to  secure  a  selection  of  the  most 
interesting  and  valuable  public  documents  for  a 
considerable  number  of  libraries  not  now  deposi- 
tories designated  by  law. 

The  committee  has  acted  in  perfect  harmony 
with    Rev.   John  G.    Ames,  Superintendent   of 
Documents,  in  the  Interior  Department  of  the 
United  States  Government,  and  submits  as  an 
addition  to  its  report  the  following  letter,  recently 
received  from  that  staunch  friend  of  libraries. 
Samuel  S.  Grsen.  \ 
R.  R.  BowKER.        >  Committee. 
W.  I.  FurrcHBR.     ) 

Dbpartment  of  the  Interior,  ) 
Washington,  April  22, 1889.   ) 
My  dear  Mr.  Green  :  ^ 

Your  letter  of  March  23  reached  me  in  due 
course  of  mail,  but  I  have  been  so  far  from  well 
and  so  pressed  with  official  work  that  I  have  not 
taken  the  time  until  now  to  make  reply.  During 
the  last  session  of  Congress  nothing  whatever  was 
done  in  the  way  of  legal  enactment  in  the  direction 
of  reform  in  the  matter  of  the  publication  and 


distribution  of  public  documents.  I  thought  it 
entirely  useless  to  make  any  effort  during  the  last 
session,  as  the  whole  time  of  both  houses  was 
occupied  in  more  important  matters,  so  that  any 
effort  in  this  special  direction  would  have  been 
simply  wasted.  I  observe  that  there  is  a  growing 
dissatisfaction  with  the  general  methods  of  distri- 
bution of  public  documents  hitherto  in  force,  and 
I  hope  that  there  may  be  an  opportunity  during 
the  next  session  to  accomplish  something  in  the 
way  of  improvement  in  this  regard.  The  late 
committee  in  the  Senate  has  been  reappointed,  so 
that  whatever  obstacles  have  been  encountered 
there  will  still  remain.  I  do  trust,  however,  that 
the  entire  committee  may  be  brought  to  see  the 
wisdom  and  importance  of  making  more  adequate 
provision  for  depositories  of  documents,  in  supply- 
ing them  with  a  copy  of  each  and  every  publica- 
tion issued  by  the  government,  and  also  in  making 
provision  for  some  important  libraries  that  under 
the  present  system  cannot  find  a  place  upon  the 
list  of  depositories.  We  could  select  readily 
300  or  400  additional  libraries  that  ought  to  be 
supplied  regularly  and  by  force  of  law  with  the 
more  valuable  government  publications ;  and  some 
provision  ought  to  be  made  for  these  libraries  and 
for  other  libraries  as  they  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  reach  a  certain  number,  say,  in  the  volumes 
upon  their  shelves.  I  believe  that  the  first  of 
these  can  be  accomplished  without  great  difficulty 
by  the  united  effort  of  the  libraries  concerned,  and, 
possibly,  the  latter,  by  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
those  larger  libraries  of  the  country  which  are  not 
now  able  to  find  a  place  on  the  depository  list. 

These  are  the  two  lines  along  which  I  think  we 
all  ought  to  move  and  be  ready  to  bring  our  influ- 
ence to  bear  at  the  earliest  moment  after  the 
assembling  of  Congress  at  the  next  session,  so 
that  a  bill  may  be  reported  sufficiently  early  to  be 
acted  upon  during  the  first  session.  It  is  hardly 
possible  to  get  any  action  on  such  matters  during 
the  short  session  that  follows. 

The  work  of  exchange  though  this  office  goes 
on  whenever  the  pressure  of  current  work  admits. 
I  have  recently  sent  out  a  large  number  of  volumes, 
and  shall  now  press  the  work  until  my  entire  list  is 
completed.  I  find  this  work  commending  itself 
more  and  more  to  the  libraries  who  cooperate  with 
me,  and  have  hitherto  succeeded  in  placing,  I 
suppose,  some  40,000  volumes  in  libraries  where 
they  were  needed  to  supply  deficiencies.  I  hope, 
too,  that  at  the  next  session  some  action  may  be 
taken  providing  for  an  official  index  of  public 
documents,  to  be  prepared  day  by  day  as  these  are 
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issued,  so  that  at  the  beginning  of  every  session 
of  Congress  there  shall  be  a  complete  and  satis- 
factory index  of  the  documents  of  the  preceding 
session  ready  for  use. 

With  best  wishes,  very  truly  yours, 
John  G.  Ames, 
Superintendent  of  Documents. 
Mr.  S.  S.  Grsen,  Librarian^ 
Free  Public  Library, 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler  moved  that  the  committee  be 
continued  with  power.    Voted. 

THE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

Pres.  Cutter.—  I  call  upon  Mr.  Foster,  of  the 
committee  on  the  Columbia  Library  School,  to 
report  upon  it.  As  I  also  am  of  the  committee,  I 
will  say  that,  when  I  lectured  before  it  last  winter, 
I  noticed,  I  thought,  less  of  that  dangerous  high 
pressure  which  Mr.  Green  pointed  out  two  years 
ago,  but  no  diminution  of  interest  on  the  part  oi 
the  students.  I  am  not  familiar  enough  with  other 
schools  to  say  how  this  stands  comparatively  in 
this  respect,  but  I  do  not  see  how  any  students 
could  show  more  interest  in  their  work  than  these 
did.  It  evidently  was  their  whole  life  while  they 
were  there. 

Mr.  Foster. —  There  is  no  more  important 
matter  than  the  training  of  library  assistants.  I 
have  been  three  times  to  the  school.  It  is  a  most 
impressive  experience,  and  grows  more  interesting 
from  year  to  year.  Nowhere  is  a  soberer  view 
taken  of  library  methods  and  responsibilities. 
The  school  has  been  fortunate  in  its  material  from 
the  beginning.  There  is  an  intelligent  set  of 
minds,  ability  to  learn,  and  the  students  show  a 
perfect  grasp  of  the  situation.  An  important 
change  puts  it  on  a  firmer  basis,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  we  express  recognition  of  this  fact 

Mr.  S:  S.  Green.  —  I  think  it  important  to 
express  our  confidence  in  the  value  of  the  school. 
In  my  visits  I  have  been  struck  by  the  intelligence 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  students  and  teachers.  The 
admirable  work  done  there  is  of  the  greatest  value 
to  the  community.  The  experiment  is  now  an 
assured  success.  The  excellent  assistants  sent 
oat  prove  that  it  has  been  of  great  advantage  to 
have  a  course  of  technical  education.  There  is 
good  ground  for  believing  that  it  is  well  that  the 
library  school  has  been  transferred  to  Albany. 
There  is  hope  that  the  scope  of  the  work  will  be 
enlarged,  that  it  will  become  a  part  of  the  normal 
education  of  the  State,  and  that  the  school  will 
receive  students   from   outside   the  State.    We 


ought  to  give  formal  assurance  of  our  interest  in 
the  school  to  the  regents  and  encouragement  to 
the  secretary.  I  therefore  move  that  the  Execu- 
tive Board  of  the  A.  L.  A.  add  to  its  standing  com- 
mittees one  of  three  or  more  on  the  library  school. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith.— It  seems  to  me  better 
that  the  A.  L.  A.  express  its  gratification  at  the 
action  of  the  regents  and  the  present  condition  of 
the  school,  and  let  them  know  that  it  has  formed 
a  committee  to  render  any  practicable  aid  desired 
in  making  the  school  as  successful  as  possible. 

Mr.  F:  M.  Crunden. —  I  favor  both  actions, 
and  o£fer  Prof.  Smith's  suggestion  as  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Crunden*s  motion  was  withdrawn  and  Prof. 
Smith's  suggestion  referred  to  the  committee  on 
resolutions  to  be  appointed.  Mr.  Green's  motion 
was  then  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole  moved  a  committee  of  five  on 
resolutions.  Voted.  The  chair  appointed  Prof. 
H:  P.  Smith,  A.  W.  Whelpley,  F:  H.  HUd, 
Herbert  Putnam,  and  C:  R.  Dudley. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sec  Melvil  Dewey  moved  the  election  of  the 
Executive  Board  by  an  informal  to  be  followed 
by  a  formal  ballot,  instead  of  appointing  a  nomi- 
nating committee  as  heretofore,  the  ballot  to  be 
taken  Thursday  A.  M. 

Mr.  S:  S.  Green.—  Is  it  your  idea  that  this 
Board  should  be  made  up  of  ex-officers? 

Sec.  Melvil  Dewey.— There  is  no  idea  of  any 
limitation.  Each  member  is  to  write  the  five 
names  he  is  most  willing  to  trust  with  the  large 
powers  which  our  constitution  gives  to  the  Execu- 
tive Board.  The  Teller  will  announce  the  result, 
and  we  can  vote  for  five  of  the  ten  names  receiving 
the  most  votes.  My  object  in  moving  this  innova- 
tion is  to  guard  against  any  criticbm  in  the  future 
that  the  Board  is  a  slate  made  up  by  leading  spirits, 
and  given  to  a  nominating  committee.  We  have 
thus  far  escaped  such  criticism,  and  had  best  change 
to  a  safer  system  before  any  feeling  arises.  This 
system  gives  every  member  an  equal  chance  to 
express  his  preference  for  the  government  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  for  the  next  year,  and  is  all  there  is  left 
to  us  of  democracy  in  an  election.    Voted. 

LETTERS  OF  REGRET. 

Sec.  Dewey  reported  letters  of  regret  from 
Herbert  B.  Adams,  James  Bain,  (*' sitting  as  one 
of  a  board  for  the  arbitration  of  the  price  of  school 
books  in  the  province  1,  J.  R.  Berryman  ("inter- 
ested with  a  gentleman  in  the  compilation  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


124 


ST.  LOUIS  CONFERENCE. 


Statistics  of  this  state  with  which  we  are  about 
ready  to  go  to  press"),  J.  S.  Billings  ("cannot 
spare  either  the  time  or  the  money"),  W.  H. 
Brett,  Guy  A.  Brown  ("for  nearly  two  years  past 
I  have  been  on  the  invalid  list "),  Mellen  Chamber- 
Iain  ("  in  the  present  state  of  my  health,  which 
does  not  improve  but  rather  grows  worse,  it  would 
be  madness  to  undertake  so  long  a  journey"), 
Ellen  M.  Coe  ("have  lost  already  two  years"), 
G.  W.  Cole  (ill),  J:  Edmands,  C:  Evans  ( "  I  have  so 
recently  taken  hold  that  I  am  crowded  with  work 
of  detail "),  C.  M.  Hewins  ("  I  am  so  thoroughly 
tired  and  worn  out  that  instead  of  going  to  the 
Conference  I  have  decided  to  try  a  week's  .entire 
rest  out  of  town  with  no  address  left  *'),  Horace 
Kephart  ("in  mid  term  "),  J.  N.  Lamed  ("it  gives 
me  the  blues  when  I  think  of  not  being  with  you 
all  in  that  hospitable  city.  It  is  my  first  miss 
since  I  entered  the  A.  L.  A.  No  light  cause  could 
keep  me  away"),  W.  T.  Peoples  ("our  annual 
meeting  and  annual  election  require  my  presence ; 
up  to  the  present  time  I  have  attended  all  of  the 
regular  conferences  "),  Ernest  Richardson  ("official 
duties "),  A.  E.  Whitaker  ("here  at  the  extreme 
western  Kmit  of  civilization  we  find  ourselves  de- 
barred of  all  those  useful  and  social  occasions 
annually  offered  as  a  boon  to  you  of  the  East "), 
J.  L.  Whitney.  Also  Toledo's  invitation  to  the 
A.  L.  A.  to  meet  there  next  year.  Also  a  tele- 
gram that  G:  H.  Baker  had  been  elected  Libra- 
rian at  Columbia.  He  moved  that  the  congratu- 
lations of  the  A.  Lm  A.  be  telegraphed  to  Mr. 
Baker.    Voted. 

The  following  despatch  was  sent :  — 
Geo.  H.  Baker,  Libr.  Columbia  College,  N.  Y. 

The  American  Library  Association  at  its  first 
session  sends  congratulations  on  your  promo- 
tion, with  regrets  that  you  are  not  here  to  receive 
them  in  person.         Melvil  Dewey,  Secretary. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Foster  then  spoke  of  an  admirable 
library  paper  by  Dr.  Herbert  B.  Adams,  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  and  read  from  a  recent 
letter  from  him :  — 

'*  I  have  long  had  a  kind  of  amateur  fondness 
for  working  libraries  and  working  librarians,  and 
heartily  wish  that  I  could  escape  from  this  busy 
examination  season  at  the  University  and  join  you 
and  your  earnest  associates  in  St.  Louis.  My  greet- 
ings to  all,  and  my  special  compliments  to  Mr. 
Crunden,  the  standard  bearer  of  good  library 
administration  beyond  the  Mississippi." 

Mr.  Fletcher  read  his  paper  on 


LIBRARY  superstitions. 

(Seep,^) 

Sec  Dewey. — While  in  hearty  sympathy  with 
Mr.  Fletcher*s  paper,  I  must  point  out  that  two 
of  his  arguments  are  boomerangs.  He  will  find 
that  that  the  modem  building  for  storage  (and  it 
is  only  for  book  storage  that  library  stacks  are 
advocated  by  us)  puts  floors  close  together  or  else 
uses  mezzanines  in  order  to  get  large  quantities  in 
small  space.  On  the  ground  floor  or  wherever 
there  are  to  be  "  show  rooms,"  high  ceilings  with 
plenty  of  room  are  the  rule.  But  if  in  the  same 
buildings'  there  is  occasion,  either  up  stairs  or 
down,  for  storage,  the  same  economies  that  lead  to 
the  modem  library  stack  are  applied.  Extreme 
illustrations  of  this  close  packing  are  seen  in  the 
vaults  for  storing  electro  plates  and  in  the  decks 
of  large  vessels.  The  lesson  of  the  wise  mercant- 
ile builder  is  therefore  strongly yi>r  not  against  the 
stack. 

The  other  argument  is,  however,  a  vastly  more 
potent  boomerang.  Of  all  things  I  should  like  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  decimal  or  metric  system 
with  this  body  as  jury,  but  will  not  take  time  be- 
yond pointing  out :  — 

1,  That  his  claim  of  the  superiority  of  8  over  lo 
has  absolutely  no  bearing  on  library  classification. 

2,  That  the  lesson  taught  us  by  engineers  is  one 
of  the  most  powerful  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
metric  system. 

Doubtless  if  the  world  had  adopted  8  instead  of 
10  as  a  base  for  its  arithmetic  it  would  have  gained 
marked  advantages  for  many  uses  where  continu- 
ous halving  is  important.  Had  it  adopted  the 
duodenal  system  it  would  probably  have  done  still 
better,  for  it  would  have  had  a  base  divisible  by 
2,  3,  4  and  6  when  8  takes  only  2  and  4.  His  octal 
system  would  have  used  too  many  characters  for 
large  numbers  as  it  could  write  only  64  instead  of 
144  with  two  figures.*  But  this  theorizing  is  not 
a  whit  more  practical  than  to  tell  how  much  we 
should  gain  if  some  morning  all  the  world  would 
just  wake  up  and  speak  exactly  the  same  language. 
There  are  hardly  three  persons  in  this  room  who 
have  the  power  to  follow  a  few  simple  computa- 
tions in  either  the  octal  or  duodenal  systems  where 
our  100  is  replaced  by  64,  the  1000  by  512,  etc. 
The  first  steps  are  comparatively  easy,  but  even  a 
keen  mind  breaks  down  early  in  any  computations. 
To  speak  of  its  advantages  is  amusing  but  of  no 

•With  5  figures  it  could  write  32,768,  or  less  than  1-3  what 
wt  write  with  decimal t  or  less  than  1-7  of  the  a48f83>  which 
would  be  written  with  5  figures  of  the  duodenal  base. 
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earthly  value,  as  the  whole  world  is  thoroughly  com- 
mitted to  the  system  of  arithmetic  which  it  bor- 
rows from  its  ten  fingers  and  ten  toes.  Possibly 
the  Creator  judged  as  wisely  as  Mr.  Fletcher's 
friend  when  he  decided  on  10  instead  of  8.  But 
whatever  the  arguments  as  to  mathematical  disad- 
vantages of  decimals  none  of  them  can  be  twisted 
into  any  bearing  on  classification.  What  possible 
gain  is  it  to  be  able  to  divide  the  base  by  4  or  3 
instead  of  2  and  5.  I  defy  any  one  present  to 
make  a  point  here.  In  short,  in  his  zeal  to  say 
something  against  the  system  which  he  truthfully 
says  seems  to  have  become  so  great  a  favorite  of 
this  generation,  he  has  lugged  in  a  fanciful  objec- 
tion to  our  whole  system  of  arithmetic  which  can- 
not even  be  distorted  into  an  argument  against 
decimal  classification. 

Mr.  Fletcher  quotes  an  .engineer.  Now  for 
every  engineer  he  will  produce  who  is  opposed  to 
decimals,  any  of  us  can  produce  100  who  not  only 
favor  but  actually  use  decimals.  Those  of  you  who 
chance  to  be  familiar  with  the  work  of  engineers 
know  that  they  constantly  translate  common  meas- 
ures into  decimals  at  the  beginning  of  their  compu- 
tations which  they  make  decimally  and  then  trans- 
late the  result  back  into  an  absurd  jumble  (rather 
than  system)  of  measures  for  the  benefit  of  those 
dear  conservatives  who  think  another  French  revo- 
lution lurks  behind  all  use  of  the  mighty  labor-sav- 
ing decimals.  Only  the  other  day  in  the  capitol  I 
told, an  accomplished  engineer  that  I  wanted  some- 
thing 2  meters  for  the  floor  and  then  asked  if  he 
wished  the  equivalent  in  inches.  He  laughed  and 
said, "  I  make  my  own  computations  in  meters  and 
translate  the  results  into  feet  and  inches  because 
my  work  is  thus  so  much  easier.**  A  man  who 
dares  stand  up  and  argue  against  decimals  to-day 
must  be  curiously  unfamiliar  with  their  recent 
wonderful  growth  in  use.  Why,  since  we  discus- 
sed this  matter  in  the  A.  L.  A.  a  few  years  ago 
over  50,000,000  more  people  have  adopted  the 
metric  system.  Such  conservatives-will  soon  stand 
with  poor  old  Ruskin,  bewailing  the  folly  of  rail- 
roads. If  we  could  only  have  enough  opponents 
to  press  such  objections  as  we  have  just  heard  the 
rest  of  the  world  would  soon  be  converted  to  the 
use  of  decimals. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Crundkn  announced  the  invitation 
to  a  reception  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Catlin. 

Dr.  John  Green,  in  the  name  of  the  University 
Club  of  the  city,  tendered  the  hospitality  of  the 
club  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

Adjourned  at  12.25  P.  **• 


SECOND  SESSION, 
(THURSDAY,  MAY  9.) 

President  Cutter  called  the  meeting  to  order 
at  10.10. 

Mr.  R:  R.  Dowker. —  I  am  sure  that  you  all 
feel  sorry  that  Mr.  Dyer  is  unable  to  be  with  us, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions express  our  regrets  and  appoint  some  one 
to  call  at  the  house,  and  carry  some  flowers  or  in 
some  other  way  express  our  sympathy.    Voted. 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher. —  New  England  is  repre- 
sented with  the  exception  of  Connecticut.  Mr. 
Catlin  came  from  Connecticut,  and  I  move  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Catlin  be  requested  to  sit 
with  us  as  honorary  members  to  represent  that 
State.    Voted. 

Mr.  W:  E.  Foster  then  read  the 

REPORT   OF    THE    FINANCE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE 
AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION.  MaY  Q,  1889. 

Your  committee  would  make  report  as  follows,  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  funding  a  portion  of  the 
Association*s  receipts  from  life  membership  fees : 

At  the  Milwaukee  conference,  in  1886,  Mr. 
Green  moved  (July  i)  that  the  Finance  Committee 
"  consider  the  question  of  what  shall  be  done  with 
money  paid  into  the  treasury  for  life  memberships, 
and  also  that  it  consider  whether  it  is  possible  for 
them,  from  such  sums  as  may  be  in  the  treasury, 
to  lay  aside  certain  sums  to  represent  life  mem- 
berships already  paid.** — Library  journal^  i<:344> 

A  special  committee  was  appointed,  however,  to 
consider  the  question,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Green, 
Whitney,  and  Crunden;  and  its  report,  presented 
on  the  next  day  of  the  session  (July  8),  embodied 
a  resolution,  which,  however,  does  not  appear, 
from  the  record,  to  have  been  passed. 

Mr.  Green*s  committee's  report  was  as  follows : 

*The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what 
disposition  should  be  made  of  the  fees  which  have 
been  and  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
this  Association"  by  life  members,  whether  individ- 
uals or  institutions,  reports  as  follows,  through  its 
Chairman:  — 

*  In  regard  to  fees  already  paid  into  the  treasury, 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  fund  them,  as  the 
annual  income  of  the  Association  is  only  sufiicient 
to  pay  the  annual  necessary  expenditures.'* 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  hope  that 
the  time  will  come  when  it  shall  prove  practicable 
to  fund  those  fees. 

In  respect  to  fees  which  shall  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  in  the  future,  the  committee  proposes  the 
following  vote  for  action  by  the  convention :  — 
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Voted,  That  the  Finance  Committee,  in  consul- 
tation with  the  Treasurer,  invest  safelv  the  money 
received  hereafter  from  the  life  membership  fees 
of  individuals  and  institutions,  and  that  the  income 
only  of  that  investment  shall  be  used  to  pay  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Association. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  the  matter  was 
dropped,  in  order  to  allow  Mr.  Dewey  opportunity 
to  present,  for  consideration,  another  series  of 
resolutions.  These  were  introduced  by  him  on 
the  next  day  (July  9),  but  do  not  appear,  from  the 
record,  to  have  been  acted  on.  They  rea^  as 
follows :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  by-laws  authorizing  the  issue 
of  life  membership  be  repealed,  and  that,  pending 
the  ratification  of  this  vote,  its  action  oe  sus- 
pended till  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  by-laws  be 
adopted:  — 

By  the  payment  of  I25  at  one  time  into  the 
permanent  invested  fund  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  any 
person  duly  elected  a  member  may  receive  a  cer- 
tificate of  life  membership,  which  shall  entitle  him 
for  life  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  member- 
ship without  further  payment. 

By  the  similar  payment  of  I50  any  person  or 
institution  duly  elected  may  receive  a  certificate 
of  perpetual  membership,  which  shall  forever 
entitle  the  holder  or  one  accredited  delegate  of 
the  institution  to  all  the  rights  of  membership 
without  further  assessment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue  certificates  of  life  and  perpetual  membership 
during  the  coming  year,  pending  final  action. — 

z./  11:356-57. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  in  connection  with  the 
above,  that  the  language  of  the  first  resolution 
incorrectly  cites  a  "by-law,"  as  authorizing  the 
certificates  referred  to.  Instead,  this  authoriza- 
tion is  found  in  article  3,  section  3,  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself. 

The  matter  once  more  came  up  during  the  past 
3rear,  when  a  recommendation  of  the  Treasurer  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  to  the  effect  that  it  was 
desirable  to  report  in  favor  of  funding  the  life* 
membership  fees,  received,  through  correspond- 
ence, the  approval  of  all  three  tnembers  of  the 
present  Finance  Committee.  They  would,  there- 
fore, submit  the  following  resolution :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $^00,  representing 
twenty  of  the  life  memberships  of  the  Association, 
be  invested  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  Treas- 
urer in  some  safe  interest-bearing  securities. 

The  Finance  Committee  wish  also  to  report  in 
regard  to  the  motion  adopted  at  the  Thousand 
Islands  Conference,  "That  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee be  authorized  and  instructed  to  collect  and 
arrange  all  the  rules,  regulations,  by-laws,  or  reso- 
lutions which  have  been  passed  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Association  for  the  regulation  of  its  busi- 


ness transactions,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  printed 
in  pamphlet  form  before  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  the  Association  and  distributed  among  its 
members.'* 

At  the  request  of  various  members,  expressed 
through  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  that  a  list  of 
the  present  members  and  officers  was  desirable, 
such  a  feature  has  been  included.  The  motion 
calls  for  the  printing  of  such  by-laws  as  have  been 
adopted.  They  would  report  that  they  have  been 
unable  to  find  that  any  by-laws  have  been  fully 
adopted,  that  is,  by  "three-fourths  vote  at  two 
successive  meetings."  A  resolution  made  with 
this  end  in  view,  and  "  voted  "  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Association,  is  here  included,  in  case  it 
should  be  thought  expedient  to  vote  on  it  again  at 
this  meeting. 

The  question  has  also  come  up  whether  a  code 
of  systematically  constructed  by-laws  is  a  deside- 
ratum, but  the  committee  makes  no  recommenda- 
tion on  this  point 

The  committee  would  say  in  conclusion,  that 
the  record  of  proceedings,  as  it  has  appeared  in 
print  from  year  to  year,  has  sometimes  left  the 
members  of  the  committee  in  doubt  whether  or 
not  a  comparison  of  this  record  as  printed,  with 
whatever  manuscript  record  may  exist,  might  not 
reveal  something  further  which  bears  with  impor- 
tance on  the  subject  in  question.  Instances  of 
this  are  the  matter  of  funding  the  life  membership 
fees  above  referred  to,  and  the  creation  of  the 
Standing  Committee,  no  record  of  which  appears 
in  print. 

The  committee  would  therefore  present  the 
following  resolution :  — 

Resolved,  that  the  Secretary,  with  one  other 
member  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  shall  be 
directed  to  compare  the  printed  and  manuscript 
records  of  the  Association,  and  report  such  fur- 
ther "  rules,  regulations,  by-laws,  or  resolutions  ** 
as  it  may  be  desirable  to  put  in  collected  form, 
for  the  use  of  the  Association. 

W.  E.  Foster, 
C.  C.  Souls, 
for  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  C:  C.  SouLE.— I  understand  that  the 
money  is  on  deposit,  and  Mr.  Foster  suggests  that 
it  be  put  at  interest. 

Mr.  Dewky. —  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
adopted.    Voted. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Foster  to  make, 
with  the  Secretary,  the  report  required  by  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole  gave  the 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CO-OPERATION  COMMITTEE. 

Several  meetings  of  the  Cooperation  Committee 
were  held  in  October,  1887,  and  various  plans  of 
work  were  proposed ;  but  the  pressure  of  regular 
library  duties  upon  all  the  members  has  pre- 
vented much  being  done  on  those  lines.  The 
code  of  rules  prepared  for  the  Columbia  College 
Library  by  Mr.  Dewey,  and  printed  in  No.  2  of 
Library  notes^  and  later  in  a  separate  volume, 
was  submitted  to  the  committee  for  discussion 
and  criticism.  The  committee  found  that  they 
embodied  several  new  features;  they  were  pre- 
pared for  a  subject  and  author,  not  a  dictionary 
catalog;  were  intermediate  in  fulness  between 
the  brief  A.  L.  A.  rules  and  the  more  complete 
rules  of  Mr.  Cutter ;  they  were  adapted  for  a  card 
catalog  instead  of  a  printed  catalog,  and  con- 
tained the  very  valuable  feature  of  a  complete 
line  of  sample  cards,  showing  the  indention  and 
arrangement  of  matter  in  a  written  card  catalog. 
At  the  suggestion  of  the  committee,  several  altera- 
tions were  made;  and,  as  finally  printed,  the 
committee  were  agreed  to  recommend  that  they 
be  approved  by  the  Association,  except  as  they 
differed  from  the  previous  recommendations  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  The  committee  adhered  to  the  old 
rules,  with  the  exception  of  that  relating  to  the 
entry  of  societies,  where  they  prefer  the  new  rule, 
and  recommend  its  adoption  by  the  A.  L.  A. 
It  corresponds  to  the  fifth  plan  recommended  as 
the  best  by  Mr.  Cutter  in  §  40  of  his  rules. 

ALPHABETING. 

The  committee  have  also  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  alphabeting,  referred  to  them  by  the  last 
conference,  and  report  a  code  of  rules  based 
largely  on  those  of  Mr.  Cutter.  They  have  con- 
sidered carefully  the  points  made  by  Mr.  Edmands 
in  his  paper  of  1887,  and  have  incorporated  such 
suggestions  as  seem  to  them  wise.  These  rules, 
as  submitted,  cover  only  the  question  of  alphabet- 
ing the  headings,  leaving  for  future  work  the 
arrangement  of  titles  under  the  main  heading. 
This  covers  practically  the  ground  of  Mr.  Cutter's 
rules,  §  169-18  s. 

In  regard  to  the  order  of  the  German  umlauts, 
they  find  that  the  predominance  of  German  usage 
is  to  omit  the  e  both  in  spelling  and  arrangement, 
and  they  accordingly  recommend  this.  When 
two  names  are  spelled  exactly  alike,  except  for 
the  umlaut,  the  modified  letter  is  placed  after  the 
other.  By  this  arrangement  the  Miillcrs  will  be 
all  together,  and  will  follow  immediately  the 
Mailers,  who  will  also  be  together.    This  seems 


to  be  a  fair  middle  ground,  meeting  the  most 
serious  objections  raised  at  the  last  conference, 
and  being  in  the  line  of  philological  progress.  As 
a  record  of  German  usage,  a  few  of  the  authorities 
consulted  are  now  referred  to. 

Among  the  dictionaries  Adler,  Hilpert,  Sanders, 
and  Grimm  all  write  the  umlaut  a,  o,  ii,  and 
arrange  like  a,  o,  u.  If  two  words  are  otherwise 
alike,  a  is  placed  before  a. 

Among  biographical  names  Brockhaus,  AH- 
gemeine  Deutsche  Biographie,  and  Bommiiller 
airange  first  all  Muller,  then  all  Miillers,  and  the 
same  with  similar  names  like  Murch,  Miirch; 
Moller,  Moller;  Moser,  Moser,  etc 

Heinsius  uses  both  a  and  ae,  ii  and  ue,  but  ar- 
ranges both  together  like  a  and  u.  Names  that 
are  spelled  alike  are  arranged  by  the  forename. 

Rosen,  Jul. 

Rosen,  K. 

Rosen,  Kathinka. 

Code  of  Rules. 
Arrange  all  entries,  either  English  or  foreign, 
in  order  of  English  alphabet.—  CutUr^  §  169. 

Disregard  all  special  marks,  and  arrange  the 
German  umlauts  ii,  o,  ii,  the  Spanish  fi,  and  the  Dan- 
ish o,  with  the  English  a,  o,  u,  and  n,  unless  the 
two  words  are  otherwise  exactly  alike,  when  these 
specially  marked  letters  should  follow  the  others. 
Follow  the  general  principle  "nothing  before 
something ; "  regard  the  space  between  words  as 
"  nothing,'*  and  arrange  sentences  word  by  word. 

Art  and  culture. 

Art  journal. 

Art  thoughts. 

Artesian  wells. 

Arthur. 

Articles  of  religion. 

Arts  of  the  middle  ages. 
Disregard  all  grammatical  distinctions,  as  noun 
or  adjective,  possessive  and  plurals,  common  and 
proper  nouns,  and  arrange  strictly  alphabetically. 
—  Cutter,  §  177. 

Bride  of  Lammermoor. 

Bridekirk  Font. 

Bridel,  Louis. 

Brides  and  bridals. 

Bride's  choice. 
Arrange  headings  of  several  kinds  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Person,  place,  title,  subject  (except 
person  or  place).  Person  and  place  as  subject 
follow  person  and  place  as  author  respectively. — 
Cutter,  %  170. 
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Christian  names,  used  as  headings,  precede  sur- 
names, precedence  being  given  in  this  order:  — 
Saints. 
Popes. 

Sovereigns  (emperors  and  kings). 
Princes  and  noblemen. 
Others. 
This  varies  from  Cutter's  rules. 
Group  sovereigns  alphabetically  by  countries, 
and    arrange    numerically    under    the    country. 
Arrange  "  others  '*  by  the  most  significant  part  o£ 
the  epithet  or  patronjrmic  used  to  distinguish  them, 
and  disregard  such  words  as  of,  tU,  the,  abbot  of 
tic— Cutter,  {  171,  172. 

Thomas  Aquinas,  saint. 
**        a  Becket,  saint. 
Thomas  Plantagenet,  prince. 
Thomas  de  Celano. 
'  "        of  Erceldoune. 
"        a  Kempis. 
"        Magister. 

de  Marieberge. 
"        the  Rhymer. 
Thomas,  Abel  C. 
Henry  II.,  king  of  England. 
"  VIII.,     "     "        « 
"      IV.,     "     "France. 
"     III.,  emperor  of  Germany. 
Henry,  count  of  Nassau. 

"      the  Navigator,  prince  of  Portugal. 
"      Plantagenet. 
Henry,  archdeacon  of  Huntingdon. 

"      the  Minstrel. 
Henry,  Alexander. 

Arrange  Greek  and  Latin  personal  names  by 
their  patronymics  or  other  appellatives. —  Cutter, 
J  178. 

Arrange  all  abbreviations  as  if  spelled  in  full : 
M*,  Mc,  S.,  St.,  Ste.,  Dr.,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  Messrs.,  M., 
Mme.,  Mile.,  etc.,  as  Mac,  Sanctus,  Saint,  Sainte, 
Doctor,  Mister,  Mistress,  Messieurs,  Monsieur, 
Madame,  Madamoiselle,  etc.  Treat  numerals  as 
abbreviations  of  the  form  written  oat  in  letters. — 
Cutter,  §  173,  185.' 

Arrange  all  personal  names  compounded  with 
prefixes  as  single  words.  —  Cutter,  {179. 

Arrange  compound  personal  names  after  the 
first  name  and  before  the  next  longer  word. 
These  names  may  or  may  not  be  connected  by  a 
h3rphen;  regard  in  alphabeting  all  minor  words 
used  in  compounding  these  names  as  of,  de,  von,  e, 
and,  ab,  etc.  —  Cutter,  §  180. 

Arrange  a  nobleman*s  title  or  the  name  of  a 


bishop's  see  among  the  personal  names  exactly 
like  a  surname.  —  Cutter,  {176. 

Arrange  by  forenames  where  the  surname  is 
the  same ;  surnames  used  alone  precede  the  same 
names  with  forenames ;  initials  of  forenames  pre- 
cede fully  written  forenames  beginning  with  the 
same  letter.  —  Cutter,  {  174. 

When  forenames  are  the  same,  arrange  chrono- 
logically by  date  of  death.  —  Cutter,  {  175. 

Arrange  pseudonyms  after  the  corresponding 
real  personal  name.  —  Cutter,  %  184. 

Arrange  compound  names,  names  of  societies 
and  titles  as  separate  words,  and  take  account  of 
every  word  except  initial  article.  —  CW/!^,  {  181, 
182,  183, 187. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole.—  I  would  add  that  in  regard 
to  hyphened  words  Mr.  Nelson  and  myself  agree ; 
Mr.  Biscoe  differs. 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher. —  Is  this  a  majority  or 
minority  report?  I  want  a  vote  of  the  individuals 
on  hyphening ;  i  e.  whether  the  hyphened  word 
is  to  be  treated  as  one  word  or  two. 

A  VOICE. —  Homeeducation  as  one  word  would 
look  finely. 

Mr.  C:  A.  Nelson. —  I  did  not  recommend 
"home  education"  as  one  word,  or  even  to  be 
written  with  a  hyphen.  Book-case  and  book- 
binder seem  to  be  examples  of  the  majority  report. 
We  don*t  want  to  be  put  on  the  opposite  side 
from  the  dictionary. 

Mr.  K.  A.  Linderfelt.— Home  education  is 
just  as  much  one  word ;  why  not  treat  it  as  one? 

Mr.  Dewey. —  So  is  rubber  coat. 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher.— I  move  that  the 
majority  report  be  accepted,  rather  than  adopted. 
Voted. 

Mr.  Fletcher. —  Now  I  move  that  the  mi- 
nority report  be  voted  upon. 

President  Cutter. —  I  protest  against  taking 
any  vote.  On  a  subject  that  requires  such  calm 
and  careful  consideration  as  this,  an  excited 
assembly,  in  a  noisy,  hot  room,  is  not  in  a  fit  frame 
of  mind  even  to  grasp  the  question,  much  less  to 
decide  it.  These  things  are  hard  to  settle  even 
in  the  quiet  of  one's  study.  They  should  not  be 
sprung  upon  us  here  when  we  are  at  the  mercy  of 
any  ready  speaker.  I  doubt  if  half  those  who 
are  present  know  what  they  are  asked  to  vote  on ; 
and  I  am  sure  that  in  such  matters  we  have  no 
right  to  pass  a  resolution  that  shall  in  any  way 
bind  the  Association,  or  be  quoted  hereafter  in 
favor  of  any  set  of  rules,  or  to  choke  off  discus- 
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sion.  Our  vote  would  be  worthless.  We  have 
accepted  the  report ;  let  us  stop  there. 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher.— All  present  are  familiar 
with  the  subject,  and  so  the  vote  would  not  be 
useless.  I  still  should  like  the  vote.  I  move  that 
the  matter  be  referred  back  to  the  committee,  with 
an  approval  of  the  minority  report,  which  separates 
the  words. 

Mr.  Dewey. — I  suggest  a  vote  to  show  how 
many  understand  what  they  are  voting  on. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith.— What  is  the  object  in 
referring  back  to  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher. — The  committee  are 
required  to  report  when  they  agree.  I  move  that 
we  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  committee,  omit- 
ting the  latter  part  of  my  previous  motion. 
Voted. 

Mr.  N.  S.  Patton  read  his  paper  on 

ARCHITECTS  AND  LIBRARIANS. 

(Seep,  13,) 

He  prefaced  it  with  the  following  explanation:  — 
It  is  important  to  explain  that  this  article  was 
written  without  knowledge  of  the  articles  by  Mr. 
Fletcher  on  the  same  subject,  which  appeared 
last  fall  in  the  American  architect.  Since  coming 
to  this  convention  my  attention  was  called  to 
those  articles,  which  I  found  to  coincide  with  the 
views  I  have  advanced  to  a  remarkable  degree. 
I  decided  to  read  my  paper  without  change,  even 
though  traversing  ground  already  covered. 

It  is  an  event  worthy  of  notice  that  a  librarian 
and  an  architect  writing  entirely  independently  of 
each  other  should  have  selected  the  same  subject 
and  even  the  same  title,  and  should  have  worked 
practically  the  same  conclusions.  It  is  a  sure 
indication  that  when '* architects  and  librarians" 
come  to  know  each  other  they  will  work  harmo- 
niously in  the  development  of  the  library  build- 
ings of  the  future. 

Mr.  C:  H.  Burbank,  of  Lowell,  then  read  a 
paper  by  Hiram  M.  Stanley,  of  Lake  Forest 
University,  on 

university  library  buildings. 
{Seep,  118.) 

Mr.  W:  E.  Foster.— I  have  used  the  Scott  A. 
Smith  system  of  shelving,  and  found  it  very  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  H:  P.  Smith.— I  am  here  for  the  first  time. 
I  came  to  learn.  Evidently  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  A.  L.  A.  Are  there  any  prin- 
ciples that  can  be  laid  down  as  generally  accepted  ? 
Have  the  college  libraries  the  same  interests  as 
the  public  libraries  ? 


Mr.  Fletcher.— I  don't  think  so. 

Mr.  H:  P.  Smith.—  I  move  that  the  Executive 
Board,  in  calling  the  next  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
arrange  for  the  organization  of  a  section  to  be 
called  the  section  of  university  and  school  libraries. 
Voted. 

Mr.  A.  Van  Name's  report  was  then  read  on 

LIBRARY  architecture. 

{Seep,  16.) 
Mr.  W:  Beer,  being  called  upon  by  Mr.  Bowker, 
spoke  briefly  on 

PUBLIC  documents. 

In  my  wanderings  in  the  United  States  I  have 
visited  many  public  libraries,  and  have  noticed  a 
few  points,  the  mention  of  which  may  be  of  some 
service  to  the  Association. 

I.  I  would  refer  to  the  utter  want  of  informa- 
tion respecting  the  official  publications  of  foreign 
governments.  In  one  library  I  have  seen  the 
monthly  list  of  publications  of  the  English  govern- 
ment; but,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn, 
the  material  existing  in  the  official  publications  of 
the  other  European  powers  is  entirely  neglected 
by  the  libraries  of  this  country.  Martin's  Year- 
600k  gives  very  incomplete  lists,  and  is  the  only 
power  which  is  available  on  the  subject. 

In  most  cases  the  public  printing  is  done  by 
government  officials,  who  must  present  annual 
reports,  copies  of  which  should  contain  the 
desired  information.  I  presume  these  could  be 
obtained  by  the  intervention  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  to  the  different  govern- 
ments. 

Copies  of  all  these  documents  should  be  avail- 
able for  reference  at  the  Congressional  Library  in 
Washington,  but  the  lists  should  be  amongst  the 
bibliographical  apparatus  of  every  librarian  in 
the  country. 

I  would  specially  point  out  that  the  material 
for  the  modern  history  of  Mediterranean  Africa 
is  to  be  found  in  reports  made  to  the  governments 
of  France  and  Italy.  Possibly  in  ten  years  a 
book  will  be  made  up  out  of  these  documents,  but 
there  is  no  need  for  us  to  wait  that  length  of  time. 

I  have  heard  the  report  of  your  committee  on  the 
Distribution  of  Public  Documents,  which  seems 
to  regard  only  the  future  and  increased  distribu- 
tion. I  will  ask  you  to  look  back  on  the  immense 
number  of  documents  already  distributed,  and 
press  on  your  notice  the  necessity  for  doing  some- 
thing to  render  available  the  information  they 
contain.  First,  check  lists  are  necessary  for  the 
papers  of  each  session  in  order  that  each  public 
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depository  may  know  to  what  they  are  entitled ; 
and,  second,  a  cooperative  index  should  be 
prepared. 

In  too  many  libraries  uncertainty  as  to  complete- 
ness of  sets  has  led  to  most  unjustifiable  careless- 
ness in  the  treatment  of  this  whole  class  of  books. 
And  even  when  they  have  been  kept,  they 
cumber  the  shelves  uncataloged,  unindexed,  and 
therefore  unconsulted.  The  index  prepared  by 
Congress  itself  is  about  the  worst  piece  of  book- 
making  in  existence,  and  is,  for  practical  purposes, 
utterly  useless.  In  fifty  pages  of  the  same  size 
it  would  be  possible  to  refer  to  every  article,  the 
examination  of  which  is  likely  to  be  of  service  to 
the  general  reader. 

I  would  call  attention  to  a  valuable  index 
of  the  census  literature  of  the  United  States, 
which  appeared  in  the  double  number  25  of  1889 
of  the  publications  of  the  American  Statistical 
Society  of  Boston. 

I  would  also  impress  on  librarians  the  necessity 
of  noting  in  their  card  catalogs  every  special 
bibliography,  and,  when  noted  on  the  author 
card,  of  placing  a  cross-entry  card  in  the  case 
"  Bibliographies." 

Mr.  W:  Beer. —  In  engineering  bibliography, 
you  owe  St.  Louis  a  debt  Such  work  was  never 
made  till  a  society  was  formed  which  published 
a  journal,  and  made  the  bibliography.  I  think  it 
would  strengthen  this  society  if  this  Association 
should  take  some  notice  of  their  work,  which  has 
unusual  merit.  I  also  call  attention  to  a  publica- 
tion by  the  Austrian  Patent  Office,  which  gives  a 
list  of  articles  in  scientific  periodicals. 

Mr.  R:  R.  Bowkkr.— Do  any  of  the  foreign 
governments  publish  such  a  list  ? 

Mr.  W:  Beer. —  I  cannot  find  out. 

Mr.  R:  R.  Bowker.—  I  know  that  our  public 
printer  does  print  a  rough  list.  I  move  that 
our  Committee  on  Distribution  of  Public  Docu- 
ments be  made  a  Committee  on  Public  Docu- 
ments (with  authority  to  add  to  its  number),  so  as 
to  cover  the  whole  field.    Voted. 

NEXT  MEETING. 

President  Cutter.  — The  plac^  of  our  next 
meeting  should  be  decided  before  we  separate. 
Toledo  has  invited  us  to  meet  there. 

Sec  Melvil  Dewey.— We  should  all  like  to 
hear  suggestions  as  to  places. 

Mr.  O.  S.  Davis.—  I  have  understood  that  there 
was  to  be  an  alternation  from  the  east  to  the  west, 
from  city  to  country.  As  we  have  met  in  a  west- 
em  city  this  year,  I  would  suggest  Lake  Winne- 


pesaukee  or  the  White  Mountains.  In  New 
Hampshire  there  are  a  larger  number  of  libraries 
in  proportion  to  the  population  than  in  any  other 
state,  and  few  of  the  librarians  are  members  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  Perhaps  we  could  stir  up  interest 
if  we  should  hold  a  meeting  there. 

President  Cutter.—  I  do  not  advise  going  to 
the  lower  settlement  at  Wiers ;  I  have  been  in  its 
neighborhood  for  the  last  thirteen  years,  and  I 
know  it  well.  At  the  Winnicoet  we  might  be 
comfortable,  or  at  Centre  Harbor,  though  that  is 
a  very  hot  place. 

Mr.  H:  J.  Carr. —  I  am  a  son  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  hope  that  the  next  session  will  be 
in  the  east,  near  the  sea-board.  I  know  that  New 
Hampshire  is  a  place  for  missionary  work. 

Sec  Melvil  Dewey. —  Mt  Desert  is  an  old 
suggestion.  We  should  also  settle  the  time  of 
year.  As  next  year  is  to  be  a  collie  year,  the 
early  season  is  out  of  the  question.  The  reason 
why  we  have  so  few  representatives  from  the  col- 
leges with  us  here,  is  because  it  is  their  busiest 
season  just  before  commencement  Fall  is  the 
better  time.  I  move  that  the  meeting  be  after 
July  I. 

Mr.  O.  S.  Davis.  —  In  New  Hampshire  the  late 
September  is  best. 

Mr.  C:  A.  Nelson. —  Most  vacations  come  in 
August.  Most  of  the  colleges  open  about  the  mid- 
dle of  September.  This  makes  August  or  the 
first  week  in  September  most  desirable. 

Voted  that  the  1890  meeting  be  after  July  i. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Whelpley.—  Watch  Hill,  R.  I.,  is 
a  most  delightful  seaside  resort. 

lyfr.  H:  E.  Davidson.— I  suggest  Ashville, 
N.  C,  as  a  delightful  and  favorite  resort. 

Mr.  Geo.  T.  Little. —  I  know  Ashville  to  be 
really  a  beautiful  place,  but  May  is  the  better 
time  to  visit  it. 

MR.  dyer. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith  reported  for  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions. 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion in  conference  assembled,  hereby  expresses  its 
sorrow  at  learning  of  the  illness  of  Mr.  J.  N. 
Dyer,  Librarian  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library,  by  which  they  are  deprived  of  the  pleas- 
ure of  his  presence  and  the  benefit  of  his  counsel. 
The  Association  recognizes  the  activity  of  Mr. 
Dyer  in  providing  for  their  entertainment  and 
cordially  thank  him  for  his  efforts  on  their  behalf. 
To  this  expression  the  Association  adds  their 
hope  for  Mr.  Dyer's  speedy  recovery  of  health, 
and  for  the  long  contmuance  of  his  useful  and 
efficient  service  in  the  beautiful  building  to  which 
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the  Association  has  already  been  so  pleasantly 
introduced. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Justin  Winsor  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
Bowker  be  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  visit  Mr.  Dyer,  and,  if  practicable,  to  tender 
in  person  this  expression  of  sympathy. 

THE  A.  L.  A.  ENDORSEMENT. 

A.  W.  Tyler.— In  referring  to  the  report 
of  the  Cooperation  Committee,  I  notice  that 
"  adopted  '*  has  been  used  while  "  accepted  **  was 
the  word  voted. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.— I  changed  "adopted"  to 
"accepted.**  If  there  is  no  value  to  the  votes 
there  is  no  value  to  the  A.  L.  A.  I  would  like  to 
know  if  the  label  "  A.  L.  A.**  can  be  attached  to 
such  views  of  the  committee  as  are  an  expres- 
sion of  the  majority  only. 

Secretary  Dewey. —  Every  year  or  two  some 
one  who  takes  no  interest  in  some  subject,  or  who 
holds  views  on  it  differing  from  the  majority, 
objects  to  any  expression  of  opinion  by  the 
A.  L.  A.,  and  contends  that  its  object  is  simply  to 
exchange  views  to  the  end  that  each  may  give 
such  weight  as  he  chooses  to  what  he  hears. 
These  objections  assume  that  if  the  majority 
expresses  its  preference  for  a  given  method  the 
minority  are  in  some  way  being  coerced.  Now  if 
this  view  is  correct  we  had  best  alter  our  constitu- 
tion. That  settled  this  point  in  1876.  Let  me 
read  the  article  on  "  Objects.** 

"  Its  objects  shall  be  to  promote  the  library 
interests  of  the  country  by  exchanging  views, 
reaching  conclusions,  and  inducing  cooperation  in 
all  departments  of  bibliothecal  science  and  econ- 
omy ;  by  disposing  the  public  mind  to  the  found- 
ing and  improving  of  libraries ;  and  by  cultivating 
goodwill  among  its  members.** 

We  were  thus  organized,  not  alone  to  exchange 
views,  but  to  reach  conclusions  on  just  such  points 
as  we  have  before  us  to-day.  Members  should 
listen  to  the  discussion,  and,  remembering  their 
previous  study  and  experience,  be  prepared  to 
give  a  vote  expressing  their  best  judgment. 
These  matters  have  been  discussed  over  and  over 
for  years,  and  it  is  hardly  complimentary  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  catalogers  present  to  assume 
their  total  incapacity  for  expressing  an  opinion. 
If  some  present  know  nothing  about  these  mat- 
ters, there  are  others  who  know  much;  and 
another  body  cannot  be  found  as  capable  of  an 
opinion  worth  considering  on  any  question  of 
cataloging.  Let  us  follow  Mr.  Lindcrfelt's  sug- 
gestion, read  the  report  section  by  section,  and 


vote  on  it,  thus  showing  whether  there  is  any 
general  agreement  among  us. 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher.— We  might  refer  the 
matter  to  a  committee  to  report  in  the  Library 
journal. 

Secretary  Dewey. —  We  can  read,  but  we  can't 
discuss.  We  cannot  deal  with  such  questions 
satisfactorily,  except  in  face-to-face  discussions, 
where  points  can  be  considered  as  made.  If  you 
read  a  carefully  prepared  argument  in  the  Journal, 
you  are  converted  to  that  view.  Later,  you  read 
the  other  side,  and  are  converted  back  again ;  and 
so  you  all  change  like  shuttlecocks. 

President  Cutter. —  We  can  just  as  well  read 
both  sides  as  hear  both  sides,  and  in  reading  we 
can  carefully  weigh  arguments,  which  we  cannot 
do  in  the  hurry  of  a  meeting,  where  the  breath  of 
the  speaker  is — to  adopt  Mr.  Dewey*s  simile  — 
continually  blowing  the  weathercock  round. 

Mr.  K.  A:  LiNDERFELT.—  I  move  that  we  re- 
consider the  motion  by  which  the  majority  report 
was  accepted.    Voted. 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher.—  I  move  that  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  be  requested  to  print  the  Coopera- 
tion Committee*s  report  for  use  at  this  meeting. 
Voted. 

CHOICE  OK  OFFICERS. 

Secretary  Dewey. —  I  move  that  an  informal 
ballot  for  Executive  Board  be  now  taken.    Voted. 

Mr.  O.  S.  Davis,  the  teller,  reported  on  the 
result  of  the  informal  ballot  as  follows : — 


Total,  J2. 


W:  F:  Poole,  29. 
C:  A.  Cutter,  26. 
Melvil  Dewey,  26. 
W:  I.  Fletcher,  22. 
F:  M.  Crunden,  20. 
R:  R.  Bowker,  19. 
C:  A.  Nelson,  15. 
S:  S.  Green,  13. 
H:  J.  Carr,  11. 
J.  Winsor,  11. 
Dr.  L.  Steiner,  10. 
C:  R.  Dudley,  8. 
W.  E.  Foster,  7. 
K.  A:  Linderfclt,6. 
C:  C.  Soule,  5. 
H.  E.  Davidson,  4. 


J.  N.  Lamed,  4. 
R.  G.  Thwaites,  4. 
F:  H.  Hild,  3. 
M.  Chamberlain,  2. 
Miss  E.  M.  Coe,  2. 
E.  C.  Richardson,  2. 
H:  M.  Utley,  2. 
C:  H.  Burbank,  i. 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Dixon,  i. 
Miss  Gale,  i. 
G:  W.  Harris,  i. 
Miss  C.  M.  Hewins,  i. 
Miss  Eulora  Miller,  i. 
Mrs.  M.  Saunders,  i. 
Prof.  H:  P.  Smith,  i. 
T.  Solberg,  i. 


The  Secretary  read  the  first  ten  names  on  the 
list,  from  which  five  were  to  be  chosen  by  ballot 
as  Executive  Board  for  the  coming  year. 
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STATE  LIBRARIANS. 

Mr.  Talbot  H.  Wallis,  State  Librarian  of 
California,  then  reported  the  organization  of  the 
Association  of  State  Librarians,  and  read  the 
series  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  new  body. 
As  introductory,  he  said :  — 

**  When  I  first  undertook  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
State  librarians  two  years  ago,  I  thought  it  should 
be  in  Washington,  quite  independent  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
My  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  and  others 
convinced  me  that  I  was  all  wrong.  The  A.  L.  A. 
has  in  the  past  thirteen  years  made  the  librarian  a 
man  of  importance.  It  has  encouraged  the  State 
librarians,  who  have  heretofore  had  little  credit 
for  their  work,  to  make  an  effort  to  secure  proper 
recognition,  improve  their  methods,  and  extend 
their  usefulness.  In  this  great  work  the  Assoda^ 
tion  of  State  Librarians  now  asks  your  sympathy 
and  assistance." 

On  motion  it  was  unanimously  voted  that  the 
A.  L.  A.  approve  the  objects  of  the  A.  S.  L.,  as 
set  forth  in  the  resolutions  adopted  at  its  first 
meeting,  and  now  read  by  Mr.  Wallis. 

Voted  that  we  accept  the  Association  of  State 
Librarians  as  a  section  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  as  pro- 
posed in  its  resolutions. 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith  read  the  following  resolution 
on  the  Library  School,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted :  — 

Res^hfedt  That  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion hereby  expresses  its  high  appreciation  of  the 
action  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  continuing  the  School  of 
Library  Economy;  and,  with  a  desire  to  aid  in 
securing  the  greatest  efficiency  of  the  school,  the 
Library  Association  appoints  a  committee  of 
three  as  a  committee  of  correspondence  with  the 
authorities  of  the  school.  Said  committee  is 
hereby  instructed  to  inquire  in  what  way  they  can 
be  of  service  in  promoting  the  objects  for  which 
the  school  is  conducted,  and  to  render  such 
service  to  the  extent  of  their  power. 

Adjourned  at  12.50. 

After  adjournment  Mr.  Crunden  announced 
that  copies  of  "St.  Louis  of  To^iay,"  by  M.  M. 
Yeakle,  would  be  given,  with  the  compliments  of 
the  publishers,  to  members  calling  at  the  desk. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

(FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  10.) 

President  Cutter  called  to  order  at  to  A.  m. 

Mr.  W:  E.  Foster  reported  that  the  Fmance 
Committee  had  audited  the  Treasurer's  report, 
and  found  it  correct. 


Mr.  K:  A.  Linderfblt. —  I  would  call  attention 
to  two  works  of  Milwaukee  enterprise.  One  is 
Casper's  ''General  directory  of  the  American 
book,  news,  and  stationery  trade,  arranged  in  six 
parts:  i,  all  firms  in  a  general  alphabet,  with 
full  information  regarding  each ;  2,  a  digest  of  the 
trade  lists  of  the  various  book  publishers ;  4,  a 
geogrraphical  arrangement  of  firms  by  States  and 
towns;  5,  a  list  arranged  by  specialties  of  the 
firms;  6,  an  alphabet  of  over  2,500  periodicals, 
magazines,  and  reviews  in  the  United  States, 
with  desirable  facts  about  them. '  The  other  work 
is  called  "Handy  lists  of  technical  literature." 
Part  I  is  now  ready,  and  contains  useful  arts  in 
general,  products  and  processes  used  in  manufac- 
ture, technology,  and  trades,  arranged  by  authors, 
with  an  alphabetical  subject-index,  which  includes 
analytical  references  to  parts  of  volumes  of  im- 
portant works. 

Mr.  R:  R.  BowKER.— I  have  taken  up  the 
Casper  publication  because  of  its  value.  It  con- 
tains a  series  of  valuable  appendices,  a  bibliog- 
raphy of  bibliographical  periodicals,  and  a 
dictionary  of  book  and  library  terms. 

Mr.  R:  R.  Bowker  read  his  report  on  the 

INDEXING  OF  PORTRAITS. 

(Seep.  28.) 

Mr.  K:  A.  Linderfelt. — There  can  be  but 
one  opinion  on  the  usefulness  of  such  an  index. 
In  my  own  case  I  find  that  there  are  constant 
inquiries  for  portraits  of  living  persons  and 
illustrations  of  buildings.  Such  an  index  would 
be  most  useful  in  every  library.  There  is  a  wrong 
impression  of  what  it  should  be.  References  to 
portraits  in  out-of-the-way  periodicals  would  waste 
time.  It  should  include  references  only  to  peri- 
odicals generally  accessible,  and  such  portraits  as 
are  collected  in  special  publications.  Portraits  in 
the  collected  works  of  an  author  need  not  be 
included,  as  one  would  naturally  look  there.  It 
should  include  only  those  portraits  to  whose 
existence  there  is  no  other  convenient  clue. 

Mr.  W:  E.  Foster.— I  have  been  told  that  the 
Kansas  City  librarian  has  undertaken  a  list  of 
portraits. 

Mr.  R:  R.  Bowker. — There  is  an  index  to 
Harper's  weekly  and  the  Harper  publications,  and 
these  have  been  so  often  indexed  that  it  is  hardly 
worth  while  to  do  it  over. 

Miss  Mary  Salome  Cutler,  of  the  New  York 
State  Library,  read  her  report  on 
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SUNDAY  OPENING. 

{See  p.  SO,) 

Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler.— Thanks  arc  due  to  Miss 
Cutler  for  presenting  so  thorough  a  view.  She 
has  given  us  a  sustained  argument,  and  it  is  un- 
answerable. When  I  was  in  Indianapolis  four 
years  ago,  our  Governor  died.  A  meeting  was 
held  in  the  school  board  room  of  the  library,  to 
take  action  on  his  death.  After  that  meeting 
was  over,  I  invited  the  trustees  upstairs  to  the 
reading-room,  where  there  was  a  mass  of  heads, 
though  it  was  a  perfect  day  outside.  One  of  the 
trustees,  on  seeing  such  an  unexpected  sight, 
exclaimed,  "This  is  a  revelation  to  me!"  The 
quiet  order  and  enjoyment  before  the  visitor  left 
nothing  to  be  said. 

The  expense  is  very  slight.  We  had  six  attend- 
ants in  the  day-time  during  the  week,  four  gener- 
ally at  night.  On  Sunday  we  had  an  extra  runner 
in  place  of  the  elevator.  Three  hours  and  a  half 
was  given  on  Sunday  as  volunteer  work.  The 
librarian  went  in  once  a  day.  One  winter  our 
reading-room  was  open  till  10  P.  M.,  and  it  was  a 
perfect  success.  What  Justin  Winsor  said,  as 
quoted  by  Miss  Cutler,  is  about  right:  *'I  think 
the  hours  that  a  library  is  open  must  correspond 
to  the  hours  in  which  any  considerable  number  of 
people  will  come  to  it.  All  night,  if  they  will 
come  all  night,  in  the  evening  certainly,  and  on 
Sundays  by  all  means." 

Mr.  Herbert  Putnam.—  What  proportion  of 
the  libraries,  open  on  Sunday,  are  open  in  the 
evening  ? 

Miss  Cutler. — Only  a  small  proportion.  I 
cannot  give  exact  statistics  on  this  point. 

Mr.  H:  M.  Utley. —  It  seems  a  question 
whether  the  library  shall  be  open  in  its  widest 
sense, — circulation  department  as  well  as  reading- 
room.  In  Detroit  we  have  not  opened  for  circula- 
tion. The  question  has  been  agitated,  but  it  has 
not  seemed  desirable  yet.  The  library  is  open 
for  that  purpose  on  Saturday  night 

Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler.— Does  Miss  Cutler  advocate 
opening  the  circulating  department  ? 

Miss  Cutler. —  Only  the  reading-room  and 
reference  department,  with  a  chance  to  get  books 
from  the  circulating  department  for  use  in  the 
library.  I  see  no  argument  for  general  circulation 
on  Sunday. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith.— The  tendency  to  secularize 
the  Sabbath  is  so  persistent  that  the  employes 
ought  to  be  protected  from  the  exactions  of  their 
employers.     There  should  be  a  broad  division 


between  the  six  days  and  the  seventh.  We  would 
concede,  I  doubt  not,  the  desirability  of  this 
division.  Thote  who  desire  the  seventh  for 
spiritual  improvement  should  have  the  privilege. 
What  is  the  position  of  the  mass  of  people, 
mostly  employes?  Take  the  railroad  corpora- 
tions as  an  example.  The  public  demands  that 
Sunday  trains  should  run,  so  the  employes  must 
work  to  supply  this  demand.  The  employers  say, 
"  You  cannot  have  the  seventh  day  for  spiritual  * 
improvement"  This  is  tyranny.  It  is  impracti- 
cable for  the  sole  librarian  to  work  on  the  seventh 
day  as  well  as  on  the  other  six.  If  you  have  two 
assistants,  and  they  take  turns,  you  are  doing  half 
of  the  wrong.  Volunteer  aid  is  not  to  be  de- 
pended on.  It  is  a  matter  of  business ;  and  if  the 
library  is  really  to  be  open,  the  librarian  will  be 
compelled  to  work.  I  have  heard  several  of  the 
ladies  say  that  they  were  in  favor  of  Sunday  open- 
ing, provided  they  did  not  have  to  work. 

One  thing  more.  The  librarian  (Miss  Cutler) 
said  there  would  be  no  more  labor  than  in  the 
opening  of  churches.  The  law  distinguishes  be- 
tween conmion  labor  and  religious.  The  work  of 
the  clergyman  is  not  to  be  compared  with  non- 
religious  work. 

Mr.  H.  Putnam.—  The  choir  and  organist  are 
not  absolutely  necessary. 

Pres.  Cutter. —  Nor  the  sexton  and  coachman. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Whelpley.—  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
thoroughly  endorse  the  views  of  Miss  Cutler,  in 
her  admirable  and  well-digested  paper  just  read, 
and  am  in  hearty  sympathy  with  her. 

llie  Sunday  opening  of  libraries  to  the  general 
public,  in  free  libraries,  I  consider  to  be  a  step 
forward,  in  providing  the  opportunity  for  a  large 
number  of  people  to  read  books  and  newspapers,  to 
examine  works  on  the  arts  and  sciences,  to  get  the 
insides  out  of  the  magazines,  people  who  have 
tastes  that  ought  to  be  fostered,  but  who  have  no 
other  time  to  do  this  reading,  except  late  in  the 
evenings,  and  on  Sundays;  and  for  others,  who 
enjoy  books  and  the  quiet  of  the  library,  especially 
on  Sundays,  but  have  neither  books  nor  other 
facilities  for  reading  in  their  homes. 

The  benefit  derived  from  the  Sunday  work  in 
the  Cincinnati  Public  Library  fully  demonstrates 
the  wisdom  of  keeping  it  open  on  that  day  from 
eight  in  the  morning  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. The  attendants  on  duty  are  those  who  have 
experience  in  the  library  work,  and  they  come  prin« 
cipally  from  the  evening  force,  so  that  the  work  is 
familiar  to  them.  There  is  nothing  compulsory 
in  this  being  on  duty  Sundays.    The  hours  are  so 
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portioned  that  each  attendant  is  on  duty  six  hours 
and  a  halL  It  might  well  be  called  volunteer- 
paid  labor,  the  attendant  being  perfectly  willing  to 
serve,  and  the  Board  of  Management  able  and 
willing  to  pay.  No  one's  conscience  is  hurt,  and  that 
oft-repeated  objection  from  opponents  of  Sunday 
opening  falls  to  the  ground.  Our  attendants  are 
very  watchful  and  competent,  and  the  duty  while 
active,  is  very  pleasant  to  them,  and  they  have 
the  confidence  of  the  patrons  of  the  library.  Any 
opponent  to  Sunday  library  opening  would  proba- 
bly experience  a  sudden  change  of  heart,  could  he 
look  into  the  Cincinnati  Public  Library's  grand 
consultation-room,  the  newspaper-room,  the  peri- 
odical-room, and  the  art-room  on  that  day,  and 
take  a  glance  at  the  earnest-looking  men  and 
women,  boys  and  girls,  deep  in  their  books.  He 
might  wonder  at  the  crowds  that  sometimes  throng 
them,  but  he  certainly  would  have  new  thoughts 
on  this  grand  opportunity  for  reading  in  quiet 
on  Sunday  —  and  the  quietness  of  the  day  lends 
an  additional  charm.  I  want  to  put  mjrself  on 
record  as  a  believer  in  church  going,  in  good 
sermons,  in  earnest  Sunday-school  work,  in  every- 
thing that  can  elevate  and  interest  on  that  day. 
It  should  not  be  an  idle  day.  Rest  is  often  gained 
by  mental  and  physical  recreation.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  opening  of  libraries  on  Sundays 
runs  counter  to  Christian  teaching. 

In  this  connection  I  want  to  add  to  the  list  of 
things  desirable  and  proper  for  Sunday  thought, 
that  great  moral  engine,  the  Sunday  lecture ;  and 
from  experience  I  have  learned  how  much  the  Sun- 
day lecture  and  Sunday  library  reading  work*  to- 
gether. Some  ten  years  ago,  seeking  to  do  some- 
thing to  help  clear  up  the  low  atmosphere  which 
was  dragging  my  city  into  an  unenviable  notori- 
ety, in  connection  with  two  friends  I  looked 
deeply  into  the  advisability  of  starting  a  course  of 
lectures  on  Sunday  afternoons,  to  attract  the 
attention  of  a  class  who  were  apparently  aimless 
on  that  day.  In  the  face  of  a  great  deal  of  dissent 
from  clerical  friends  and  others  who  had  fears  of 
the  effect  of  such  an  innovation,  a  course  was 
started,  at  a  very  low  price,  which  accomplished 
more  than  was  dreamed  of.  The  experiment 
proved  the  wisdom  of  this  faith,  and  throughout 
these  ten  years  in  which  the  Unity  Club  Lectures 
have  been  in  existence,  never  has  there  been  a 
failure  to  attract  large  and  appreciative  audiences 
of  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls, —  thinking 
boys  and  girls,  too.  The  best  talent  on  the 
platform  is  always  provided.  An  incident  worth 
quoting  to  you  relates  to  the  late  Hon.  William 


Parsons*s  lecture  on  Troy.  The  day  following, 
so  great  had  been  the  fascination  of  his  quota- 
tions from  Homer,  that  every  available  copy  in 
the  bookstores  were  disposed  of,  and,  I  presume, 
the  libraries,  early  in  the  day,  furnished  their 
quota.  One  lady  friend,  who  came  to  the  book- 
store too  late  in  the  day  for  her  purchase,  remem- 
bered having  a  dilapidated  copy  at  home,  which 
she  would  need  to  utilize.  Had  she  known  she 
"  was  so  near  out  of  Homer,"  her  application  would 
have  been  made 'earlier  in  the  day.  There  was 
a  recurrence  of  this  when  the  same  fascinating 
speaker  lectured  on  George  Stephenson.  Now, 
on  no  other  day  could  all  these  people  be  got 
together  (for  good  and  sufficient  reasons),  and  on 
no  other  day  could  these  lectures  be  afforded  at 
so  low  a  price  —  lo  cents  and  1 5  cents.  This  kind 
of  lecturing  is  right  in  the  line  with  library  work, 
and  many  of  the  listeners  go  from  the  library  to 
the  lecture,  and  back  again  to  the  library.  This 
course  of  lectures  has  been  successful  for  ten 
years,  each  year  netting  a  surplus  of  |6oo  or  more, 
which  is  given  to  needy  charitable,  educational,  and 
other  institutions.  I  see  how  my  effort  in  this 
work  increases  the  reading  in  libraries  on  Sunday, 
and  I  can  see  its  good  effects  in  tracing  to  it  books 
called  for  during  the  week,  and  feel  justified  in 
asserting  that  great  mental  and  moral  good  is 
thus  accomplished. 

Wherever  possible,  have  the  public  library  open 
the  whole  or  at  least  a  part  of  Sunday.  It  will  work 
for  good.  And  I  believe  librarians  in  large  cities, 
appreciating  its  great  value,  will  give  a  portion  of 
their  Sunday  hours  to  sec  the  movement  general 
and  successful.  All  reading  in  libraries  should 
receive  a  generous  encouragement,  as  one  of 
the  greatest  of  public  incentives  to  good  citizen- 
ship; but  to  have  a  place  to  read  in  quiet  on 
Sunday,  while  desirable  from  every  point  of  view, 
is  a  great  step  forward  in  the  march  of  culture 
and  civilization. 

Secretary  Dewey  called  attention  to  the  elabo- 
rate and  very  valuable  statistics  on  Sunday  open- 
ing, annexed  to  Miss  Cutler's  paper,  also  to  the 
new  and  greatly  enlarged  edition  of  the  Library 
School  catalog  rules  with  their  fac-similes  of 
catalog  cards  illustrating  hundreds  of  points. 

On  Sunday  opening  he  said :  In  recent  years 
there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  libraries  open 
on  Sunday.  I  began  my  study  of  this  question 
with  strong  prejudice  against  it,  but  have  been 
forced  to  believe  in  Sunday  opening.  In  some 
cases  it  may  not  be  wise,  but  nearly  every  expert- 
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mcnt  has  proved  a  marked  success,  and  its  best 
friends  are  those  who  have  tried  it.  Are  we  not 
stopping  too  short  in  not  opening  the  Circulating 
department  also  ? 

This  Association  has  been  singularly  free  from 
the  stigma  of  being  a  trades  union.  I  should 
greatly  regret  anything  that  implied  a  spirit  on 
our  part  which  says  'This  is  a  good  thing  and 
ought  to  be  done,  but  we  wont  do  it  without  extra 
pay.'  Such  a  spirit  has  nothing  in  common  with 
the  modern  library  movement,  which  is  nothing  if 
not  missionary  in  its  character.  Let  us  first  do 
what  ought  to  be  done,  and  then  ask  and  get  the 
help  we  need  to  do  it,  but  do  it  even  if  it  requires 
extra  hours  and  added  labor.  Some  ask.  Why  do 
you  do  what  you  are  not  paid  for  and  what  is  not 
really  demanded  of  you  ?  A  man  who  sets  up 
such  a  standard  seems  to  me  a  selfish  shirk. 

My  criticism  is  general  and  not  aimed  at  Prof. 
Smith.  I  would  appeal  to  the  public  not  to 
deprive  us  of  our  Sabbaths,  but  to  give  us  help 
enough  so  we  can  keep  open  and  yet  have  Sabbath 
rest.  Hut  let  us  do  the  work  first,  and  then  ask 
for  support  from  the  public  after  it  sees  our  good 
works. 

Mr.  Nelson,  in  behalf  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Howard  Memorial  library  and  the  citizens  of  New 
Orleans,  cordially  invited  the  members  of  the 
Association  to  take  the  post-conference  excursion 
and  visit  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  A.  VV.  Whelpley  asked  the  eastern  li- 
brarians to  stop  in  Cincinnati  on  their  way  back. 

J*resident  Cutter  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  C. 
Murray,  Librarian  of  the  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  cordially  inviting  the 
Association,  on  its  post-conference  excursion,  to 
the  seminary.  He  said:  "We  have  a  new 
library  building  just  completed,  which  is  a  pioneer 
in  its  way.  It  is  the  first  library  erected  in  the 
South  for  the  benefit  of  all  races  alike.  Although 
not  very  pretentious,  I  believe  you  will  find  it 
attractive  and  neat.** 

President  Cutter,  being  obliged  to  leave,  called 
ex-President  Winsor  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Utley  read  his  report  on 

LIBRARY    LEGISLATION. 

{See p.  44,) 
Dr.  Steiner  read  W.  A.  Bardwell*s  report  on 

SCRAP  BOOKS. 

(Seep.  4g,) 
Mr.  H:  J.  Carr  read  his  report  on 


CHARGING  SYSTEMS. 

(Seep.SJ) 

Miss  Garland  told  me  of  a  little  device  which 
she  uses  for  preserving  the  call-numbers  of  books 
wanted,  which  the  readers  have  filled  out.  A 
slip,  11x8.1  cm.,  ruled  for  two  columns  of  num- 
bers, is  tipped  on  the  reader's  card,  and  so  does 
not  get  lost.  When  none  of  the  books  on  this 
list  are  in,  the  reader  makes  out  another  list, 
which  is  also  tipped  on.  Sometimes  three  or 
four  of  these  are  tipped  on  over  the  other. 
When  the  card  is  used  up,  the  slip  is  torn  off,  and 
the  borrower  copies  the  numbers  on  the  slip 
attached  to  the  new  card. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole  gave  orally  his  paper  on 

BOOK-BINDING  MEMORANDA. 

(Seep.  ///.) 

Mr.  Winsor.— I  should  like  to  know  your 
custom-house  experience  in  regard  to  binding 
books  abroad. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole. — The  question  was  raised, 
but  it  was  settled  that,  if  books  could  be  imported 
free  for  a  public  institution,  they  could  be  im- 
ported free  again  after  being  bound. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert.— The  law  says  that 
books  pay  25  per  cent  duty;  but  libraries,  incor- 
porated for  special  purposes,  are  allowed  two 
copies  free  of  duty.  Bindings  and  cases  for  bind- 
ings pay  35  per  cent  duty,  and  are  not  allowed 
free  for  libraries. 

Mr.  Winsor. —  We  got  a  decision  years  ago 
that  the  law  included  books  and  not  binding. 
Official  ignorance  alone  let  Mr.  Poole  get  his 
binding  through  the  Custom-House. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler.— Can  you  distinguish 
genuine  from  imitation  morocco  ? 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole. —  By  experience. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert.— It  is  easy  to  find  out 
before  binding.  There  is  a  sort  of  cracking  in 
the  genuine  leather  when  handled. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole. —  Morocco  is  the  most  dur- 
able, and  is  less  affected  by  gas  and  heat  Russia 
is  very  bad. 

Dr.  Steiner. —  Is  not  American  Russia  better 
than  the  genuine  ? 

Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert.—  Yes. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Carr. —  Has  any  one  hfld  any  expe- 
rience in  sewing  on  tape  and  not  on  hemp  ? 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole. —  Irish  linen  is  the  best  The 
band  should  be  three-ply.  Then,  shall  we  use 
flexible  or  tight  backs  ?  The  tight  is  the  strong- 
est, but  does  n't  open  freely. 
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Dr.  Steinbr. —  Yon  have  n't  noticed  the  most 
execrable  form, —  the  wire-stitched. 

Mr.  R.  B.  PooLK. —  It  is  better  to  go  to  a  man 
you  can  trust,  even  if  you  pay  a  little  more. 

Mr.  O.  S.  Davis. —  Is  there  any  difference 
between  sheep  and  imitation  morocco  ? 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole.—  No. 

Mr.  H:  P.  Smith.— Mr.  Whelpley  says  that 
German-bound  books  decay  rapidly. 

Mr.  C:  A.  Nelson.— What  explains  the  strength 
of  bindings  on  English  Bibles  ? 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole.—  I  ascribe  it  to  the  flexible 
bands  in  the  back. 

Mr.  C:  H.  Burbank. —  I  protest  against  books 
being  put  together  with  glue  only. 

Mr.  G.  £.  Stechert  exhibited  specimens  of 
German  morocco  bindings. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole.— Mr.  Schwartz  is  using  a 
duck  of  one  half  the  cost  of  buckram,  and  con- 
siders it  preferable. 

Mr.  K:  A.  Linderfelt.— I  have  had  expe- 
rience with  imperfect  sewing.  My  binder  has 
taken  an  interest  in  this  matter,  and  has  substi- 
tuted parchment  strips  for  strings. 

Mr.  R.  B.  PooLE  reported  the  comparative 
prices  of  American  and  foreign  skins  for  bindings. 

Mr.  K:  A.  Linderfelt. —  Has  any  library  sent 
its  books  to  Europe  for  binding  ? 

The  University  of  Minnesota  Library  was 
reported  to  be  doing  so. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Carr.— I  have  lately  rebound  or 
bound  first  a  great  many  new  books.    The  one 
great  difficulty  has  been  with  the  bands,  and  I 
found  that  books  sewed  on  tapes  lasted  longest. 
The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  list  of 

officers  of  the  AMERICAN    LIBRARY  ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR   1889-90. 
President, 
F:  M.  Crunden,  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 

Vice-Presidents, 
S:  S.  Green,  Worcester  (Mass.)  Free  Public 
Library. 

Hon.  Mellen  Chamberlain,  Boston  (Mass.)  Pub- 
lic Library. 
J.  N.  Lamed,  Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Library. 

Secretary, 
Melvil    Dewey,    New    York    State    Library, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

Assistant  Secretaries, 
A,   General, 
W:   E.    Parker,   Treasurer    Library    Bureau, 
Boston. 


Mary  Salome  Cutler,  New  York  State  Library, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

B,     Travel, 
H.    £.    Davidson,  Secretary  Library  Bureau, 
Boston. 
F:  H.  Hild,  Librarian  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Recorder. 
Prof.  G:  T.  Little,  Librarian  Bowdoin  College, 
Brunswick,  Me. 

Treasurer, 
H:   J.    Carr,    Grand    Rapids    (Mich.)    Public 
Library. 

Finance  Committee, 
W:  E.  Foster,  Providence  (R.  I.)  Public  Library. 
C:  C.  Soule,  Publbher,  Boston,  Mass. 
Herbert  Putnam,  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Public 
Library. 

Cooperation  Committee^ 

W.  S.  Biscoe,  New  York  Sute  Library,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

R.  B.  Poole,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York. 

Horace  Kephart,  Yale  University,  New  Haven, 
Conn. 

Library  School  Committee, 

Prof.  R.  C.  Davis,  Librarian  University  of 
Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Prof.  E.  C.  Richardson,  Hartford  (Conn.)  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins,  Hartford  (Conn.)  Library. 

Public  Documents  Committee, 

S:  S.  Green,  Worcester  (Mass.)  Free  PubiTc 
Library. 

R:    R.  Bowker,    Library  journal^  New  York. 

W:  I.  Fletcher,  Librarian  Amherst  College, 
Amherst,  Mass. 

Standing  Committee  (with  power  to  appoint  sub- 
committees). 

The  President,  ex  officio. 
The  Secretary,  ex  officio, 

R:  R.  Bowker,  Library  journal^  New  York. 
Councillors, 

Justin  Winsor,  1876-1885,  Harvard  University, 
Ex-President, 

W:  F.  Poole,  1885-1887,  Newberry  library, 
Chicago,  Ex-President, 

C.  A.  Cutter,  i887-i889»  Boston  Athenaeum, 
Ex-President, 

James  Bain,  Toronto  Public  Library. 
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£.  M.  Baiton,  American  Antiquarian  Society, 
Worcester. 

W:  H.  Brett,  Cleveland  Public  Library. 

C.  R.  Dudley,  Denver  Public  Library. 

J:  N.  Dyer,  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library. 

R.  A.  Guild,  Brown  University. 

K:  A.  Linderfelt,  Milwaukee  Public  Library. 

C:  A.  Nelson,  Howard  Memorial  Library,  New 
Orleans. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders,  Pawtucket  Public  Library. 

A.  R.  Spofford,  Library  of  Congress. 

H:  M.  Utley,  Detroit  Public  Library. 

A.  W.  Whelpley,  Cincinnati  Public  Library. 

A.  Van  Name,  Yale  University  Library. 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

(FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  lO.) 

President  Cutter  called  the  meeting  to  order 
•at  2.25  p.  M. 

NEXT  MEETING. 

The  discussion  of  the  place  of  next  meeting  was 
resumed. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith. —  I  would  add  Cresson 
Springs,  Pa.,  or  Lake  George. 

Mr.  C:  C.  Soule. —  In  reviewing  the  six  places 
where  our  meetings  have  been  held,  my  interest 
was  most  excited  at  Lake  George  and  Thousand 
Islands.  I  therefore  infer  that  a  conference  at 
some  summer  resort,  out  of  the  summer  season, 
is  the  best.  A  city  has  too  much  to  distract  one. 
Unless  a  missionary  work  is  desirable  in  some 
dty,  a  country-place  is  best. 

Mr.  H:  J.  Carr. — I  would  corroborate  what 
Mr.  Soule  says. 

Secretary  Dewey. — I  suggest  Mackinaw  Island, 
in  the  straits  between  Lakes  Michigan  and  Huron, 
as  one  of  the  most  delightful  retreats. 

Mr.  H:  J.  Carr. — That  is  an  out-of-the-way 
place  and  in  the  west.  I  move  that  the  Executive 
Committee  be  requested  to  arrange  the  meeting 
at  some  sea-coast  resort. 

Mr.  W:  I.  Fletcher. — I  move  instead  an 
informal  ballot.    Voted. 

Burlington,  Vt.  and  Virginia  Beach  were  also 
suggested. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith.— Is  it  required  by  precedent 
to  go  to  the  extreme  East  or  the  extreme  West  ? 

President  Cutter  suggested  that  each  person 
write  three  names  instead  of  one. 

Mr.  S:  S.  Green  read  his  paper  on 

industrial  libraries. 
{Step.  69.) 


Mr.  F.  N.  Crunden.— A  gentleman  is  present 
who  illustrates  Mr.  Green's  paper  in  his  own 
person,  Mr.  Feuerbach,  of  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Ji'EUERBACH. — I  am  glad  to  be  called  upon. 
I  expected  more,  but  Mr.  Greene  has  gone  over 
the  whole  ground,  as  near  as  librarians  get 
Among  the  beginners  of  this  work  was  Col.  John 
0*FaIlon,  the  originator  of  the  public  school 
library.  The  first  incentive  used  to  draw  people 
to  the  library  was  the  gift  of  a  free  ticket  To  be 
sure,  the  fee  was  small,  but  it  oftentimes  pre- 
vented from  coming  the  very  ones  most  needing 
the  privilege.  This  free  ticket,  given  to  the 
employes,  creates  an  interest.  The  technical 
school  does  not  fill  every  want,  though  Prof. 
Ashby*s  school  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  what 
ought  to  be.  Training  schools  could  be  formed 
for  girls.  There  is  no  evening  school  for  techni- 
cal education,  except  Col.  Ashby*s.  So  the  library 
has  to  supply  the  lack. 

Mr.  Crunden  has  started  a  movement  in  St. 
Louis  to  enlarge  the  library  in  a  technical  direc- 
tion. I  have  tried,  to  encourage  my  workers  by 
giving  them  free  tickets.  I  think  it  might  be  a 
good  plan  to  try  in  other  places. 

Mr.  F:  N.  Crunden. —  A  movement  has  been 
started,  and  is  in  progress  of  fulfillment.  Several 
thousand  dollars  have  been  already  promised,  and 
doubtless  1 10,000  will  be  raised  to  be  used  as  a 
special  fund  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a 
technical  library.  One  gentleman  has  given 
^1,000,  and  several  hundred  dollar  subscriptions 
have  been  made.  I  hope  that  this  will  serve 
as  an  example  for  starting  funds  for  other 
departments. 

next  meeting. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  for  place  of  next  meet- 
ing was  given,  the  White  Mountains,  Lake  George, 
and  Mount  Desert  having  the  most  votes. 

President  Cutter.— It  is  well  to  have  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  time. 

Mr.  G:  T.  Little.— In  small  libraries  the  libra- 
nan  has  other  college  duties  so  that  the  first  week 
in  September  is  best. 

Mr.  H:  P.  Smith.— I  move  that  the  next  meet- 
ing begin  the  first  Tuesday  in  September. 

Secretary  Dewey.— The  early  September  meet- 
ing, at  Lake  George,  was  objected  to,  yet  it 
proved  one  of  the  most  delightful  times  and 
places.  Will  those  who  could  not  come  on  the 
second  as  well  as  the  first  week  of  September 
please  rise?  (Four  rose.)  These  represent  the 
position  of  a  large  number  of  college  librarians. 
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Mr.  F.  N.  Crunden. — The  first  week  is  more 
convenient  for  me  on  account  of  the  opening  of 
the  public  schools. 

President  Cutter. —  It  would  be  a  good  plan 
for  the  Arrangement  Committee  to  decide  between 
the  three  places  highest  on  the  list. 

Secretary  Dewey. —  Let  us  take  a  standing  vote. 

Fifteen  preferred  Lake  George ;  one  preferred 
Mount  Desert ;  fifteen  preferred  White  Mountains. 

Mr.  R:  R.  Bowker.— The  White  Mountains 
properly  include  Lake  Winnipesaukee  and  all  the 
mountain  region,  thus  leaving  large  room  for 
choice  of  meeting-place.  I  move  that  we  meet 
the  first  week  in  September.    Voted. 

Mr.  O.  S.  Davis. —  I  move  that  the  Standing 
Committee  be  authorized  to  choose  between  Lake 
George  and  the  White  Mountains,  according  to 
the  desirability  of  the  arrangements  found  pos- 
sible.   Voted. 

President  Cutter  read  the  report,  by  Miss  M. 
£.  Sargent,  on 

reading  for  the  young. 
(See  /.  80.) 

A.  L.  a.  endorsement. 

Mr.  WiNSOR  offered  the  two  following 
resolutions :  — 

Votedt  That  the  words  in  our  constitution 
"to  reach  conclusions"  are  not  to  be  understood 
to  mean  the  adoption  by  vote  of  the  Association 
of  any  principles  of  action  or  usage,  the  endorse- 
ment by  such  vote  of  any  schemes,  views,  or  plans, 
either  apposite  or  inapposite  to  the  purposes  of 
the  Association. 

Voied^  That  in  the  future  the  formal  accept- 
ance and  subsequent  publication  in  the  records  of 
the  Association,  of  the  report  of  any  committee 
on  matters  of  library  usage  be  regarded  as  the 
sufficient  and  final  action  of  the  Association  on 
such  matters. 

In  support  of  these  resolutions  Mr.  Winsor 
said:  — 

This  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Association 
has  been  illustrated  in  several  ways,  e.  g. 
spelling  reform.  I  find  spelling  reform  used  in 
our  printed  matter,  without  the  action  of  the 
society,  thus  bringing  us  into  discredit.  I  saw 
yesterday  a  vote  passed  through  in  regard  to  the 
State  Library  Association  and  another  about  the 
Library  School. 

Mr.  W:  F:  Poole,— I  second  Mr.  Winsor's 
remarks.  This  is  no  new  question.  It  has  been 
up  time  and  time  again.  I  have  seen  votes 
passed  which  the  Association  knew  nothing 
about.  I  have  felt  that  the  Association  has  been 
frittering  itself  away  by  such  votes.    At  Lake 


George  transliteration  was  brought  up.  It  turned 
out  that  not  a  soul  knew  a  thing  about  translitera- 
tion. Mr.  Cutter  owned  that  he  did  n*t  know, 
like  an  honest  man.  We  were  organized  that 
each  member  might  express  his  opinion  on  any 
subject.  He  puts  his  paper  forth  as  his  opinion, 
not  as  the  opinion  of  the  Association.  I  have 
my  hobbies,  but  I  don't  want  you  to  endorse 
them.  They  are  strong  enough  to  stand  alone. 
The  decimal  system  in  designating  the  size  of 
books  was  endorsed  by  individuals,  not  by  the 
A.  L.  A.  I  am  going  to  use  twelve  with  a  degree 
mark  on  it,  an  eight  with  a  degree  mark  on  it,  a 
four  with  a  degree  mark  on  it.  Every  good  man 
does  it.  Then  we  have  colon  names.  You  say 
that  my  name  should  be  W  colon,  F  colon.  I 
almost  faint  when  I  see  it  printed.  My  name  is 
William,  not  a  W  and  a  colon.  My  name  is 
Frederick,  not  an  F  and  a  colon.  N,  with  a  colon 
turned  down,  means  Nancy.  I  call  any  man  who  • 
uses  it  a  Miss  Nancy. 

We  have  had  too  much  of  this  nonsense,  and  I 
heartily  endorse  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Winsor. 
Let  us  go  on  as  we  have  begun,  and  each  give  his 
opinion.  We  don't  want  a  rule  for  spelling  book- 
worm. Let  each  one  choose  for  himself.  But  I 
do  want  my  paper  printed  as  I  write  it.  I  have 
been  asked :  **  Are  'nt  you  fellows  a  set  of  cranks 
going  into  spelling  reform  ?  "    Now  let  us  reiorm. 

Mr.  S:  S.  Green.  —  Like  the  two  gentlemen 
who  have  just  spoken,  I  am  an  original  member 
of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  have  watched  its  proceedings 
from  the  beginning.  I  do  not  concur  in  all  that 
they  have  said ;  discrimination  should  be  exercised 
in  this  matter.  A  committee  of  which  I  was  a 
member  and  of  which  Mr.  Cutter  was  Chairman 
prepared  a  few  years  ago  rules  on  cataloging 
which  the  Association  voted  to  consider  the  rules 
of  the  Association  imtil  it  should  vote  to  change 
them.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  action  was  unwise. 
It  would  have  been  better  to  have  allowed  the  rules 
to  stand  simply  on  their  merits,  and  to  carry  with 
them  only  such  weight  as  they  have  in  themselves 
and  as  belongs  to  them  in  consequence  of  the 
known  special  attainments  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  which  prepared  them. 

To  come,  however,  to  the  matter  of  the  School 
of  Library  Economy,  it  seems  to  me  eminently 
proper  that  this  Association  should  declare  its 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  value  of  its  methods  and 
teaching.  Here  is  a  movement  that  has  already 
resulted  in  marked  advantages  to  libraries  and 
communities.  Why  should  we  not  say  that  this  is 
so,  and  encourage  its  supporters  and  manager  by 
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expressing  our  appreciation  of  their  efforts  for  the 
good  of  libraries  ?  It  is  important  that  we  should 
do  so  in  order  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  con- 
trol of  the  school,  but  who  do  not  know  about 
library  methods  from  experience,  should  under- 
stand that  experts  value  the  results  of  the  work 
which  they  are  carrying  on  and  paying  for.  Grati- 
tude, also,  should  lead  us  to  express  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  if  it  is  good. 

As  Chairman  for  many  years  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  this  Association,  I  tried  to  keep  it 
from  indorsing  undertakings  which  did  not  imme- 
diately concern  us,  or  which  we  should  regret 
having  indorsed.  But  in  regard  to  the  Library 
School  I  am  sure  that  we  did  right  to  show  our 
interest  in  it  by  the  action  taken  during  the  first 
session  of  this  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  C:  A.  Nelson. —  I  have  no  objection  to 
having  this  cooperation  report  accepted  and 
printed  in  the  Library  journal,  I  am  willing  to 
be  one  of  the  three  on  this  Cooperation  Commit- 
tee recommending  it.  I  adopted  the  Cooperation 
Committee's  recommendation  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
sizes  for  the  Astor  Library  catalog,  though  the 
expression  is  given  in  the  old  form  8®,  12®, 
16°,  etc. 

Mr.  W:  L  Fletcher. —  What  is  the  motion 
before  the  house  in  regard  to  Mr.  Winsor's  reso- 
lution ?  I  feel  a  certain  responsibility  concerning 
the  Cooperation  Committee,  as  I  was  on  the  fence 
as  to  whether  its  report  should  be  "  accepted  "  or 
"  adopted." 

(President  Cutter.—  Would  n't  "  received  "  be 
a  good  word  ?) 

I  did  hear  Mr.  Winsor's  and  Mr.  Poole's  views, 
which  took  me  on  that  side  of  the  fence.  It  is 
best  to  settle  this  question  now  once  for  all.  The 
committee  being  posted  know,  and  their  opinion 
should  be  of  weight,  but  I  consider  it  mischievous 
that  the  Association  should  *  adopt' 

Mr.  WiNSOR  again  read  the  resolutions,  and 
spoke  warmly  against  the  continuance  of  this  old 
policy,  which  he  believed  would  lead  to  disin- 
tegration. 

Mr.  S:  S.  Green. —  I  move  that  these  resolu- 
tions be  laid  on  the  table,  with  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
consider  them. 

Prof.  H:  P.  Smith.—  It  will  be  of  no  advan- 
tage.   Motion  carried  21  to  3. 

Mr.  S:  S.  Green. —  I  move  that  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  consider  these  resolutions. 
Voted. 
Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Poole  having  refused  to 


serve  on  this  committee,  Messrs.  Winsor,  Bowker, 
Dewey,  Fletcher,  and  Linderfelt  were  appointed. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  at  5.3a 

FIFTH  SESSION, 

(SATURDAY  MORNING,   MAY   II.) 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  10  a.  m.  by  President 
Cutter. 
Mr.  Foster  read  his  paper  on 

USES  OF  SUBJECT  CATALOGS. 

{Seep,  go,) 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole. —  I  have  myself  made  refer- 
ences to  other  catalogs,  and  saved  much  labor; 
e.  g.  referring  to  the  contents  of  Transactions. 
Mr.  Foster  has  special  catalogs  on  his  desk,  and 
I  would  like  to  know  about  them. 

Mr.  W:  E.  Foster.— The  catalogs  are  pre- 
pared as  need  calls  for  them.  The  practice  of 
the  library  is  to  prepare  these  lists  as  needed,  and 
then  incorporate  them  in  the  catalog,  so  they  are 
not  ephemeral.  It  is  a  beginning  of  the  analytical 
catalog. 

Mr.  Herbert  Putnam. —  In  small  libraries 
great  stress  should  be  laid  on  this  kind  of  work 
done  by  the  larger  libraries.  Even  a  library  of 
30,000  volumes  should  not  print  a  classed  catalog, 
but  should  use  those  already  prepared.  I  have 
noticed,  however,  that  trustees  would  rather  pay 
for  printing  a  catalog  than  to  pay  for  the  catalog 
of  another  library  in  which  the  work  has  already 
been  done. 

Mr.  W:  Beer. —  In  subject  catalogs  the  alpha- 
betical order  has  been  too  much  followed.  The 
best  arrangement  it  seems  to  me  would  be :  1, 
bibliography.  2,  general  books  arranged  in  chrono- 
logical order.  If  arranged  alphabetically  the 
reader  is  inclined  to  choose  the  first  three  or  four 
and  so  does  not  get  at  the  books  he  really  wants. 
Had  they  been  arranged  chronologically  that 
would  have  been  avoided.  3,  a  special  treatment 
of  special  classes.  Arrange  the  classes  alphabeti- 
cally, and  under  each  class  have  a  chronological 
arrangement.  4,  alphabetical  arrangement  by 
countries  and  the  books  treating  of  each  country 
arranged  chronologically.  5,  a  list  of  periodicals, 
giving  the  current  bibliography  of  the  subject. 

I  have  been  five  years  traveling  in  the  United 
States  and  observing.  It  is  shameful  that  so 
small  an  amount  of  money  is  spent  in  biblior 
graphical  apparatus.  Generally  librarians  advise 
readers  without  any  training  or  knowledge.  They 
should  surrdbnd  themselves  with  the  helps  and 
aids  already  in  existence. 
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Mr.  T.  SoLBERG. —  The  interest  seems  to  be  in 
bibliography  versus  library  catalogs.  I  have 
decided  that  the  primary  use  of  the  library  catalog 
is  to  show  what  is  in  the  library.  Is  it  not  better 
to  use  the  work  of  others  than  to  depend  upon 
one's  own  imperfect  effort  ?  Cobbett's  State  trials 
have  been  analyzed  in  one  library  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  an  index  already  existed.  The 
libraries  attempt  too  much  in  analyzing  scientific 
transactions,  etc  Libraries  which  have  the  whole 
field  of  literature  necessarily  cannot  be  so  well 
posted  as  to  the  titles  to  be  cataloged  in 
specialties. 

Mr.  C:  A.  NELSON.—  We  must  look  out  that 
we  don't  reach  reduttio  ad  absurdum.  Some  one 
must  do  the  work.  Mr.  Cutter  gives  a  list  in 
some  departments  complete  up  to  1872.  The 
Astor  continues  that  work,  and  it  is  complete  up 
to  1882  — then  who  is  to  continue  the  work  ? 

Mr.  T.  SoLBERG. — I  don't  want  to  squelch  the 
librarian,  but  let  him  see  where  he  can  supple- 
ment the  work  already  done. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Wallis.— The  Cobbett's  State  trials 
index  is  no  benefit  to  lawyers,  so  I  worked  one 
up.  I  took  all  the  trials  and  arranged  alphabeti- 
cally by  subject.    It  has  proved  very  valuable. 

Mr.  C:  C.  Soule  read  the  report  of  Mr.  Bliss  on 

CLASSIFICATION 

{Seep,  94,) 

President  Cutter.— Perhaps  Mr.  Soule  would 
give  us  his  own  scheme  of  classification,  as  he 
outlined  it  to  a  few  of  us  yesterday. 

Mr.  C.  C.  SouLE.— I  had  intended  to  offer  a 
formal  paper  embodying  my  scheme,  but  have  not 
found  time  to  prepare  it.  If  you  will  pardon  a 
hasty  verbal  presentation,  I  am  willing  here,  as 
between  friends,  where  no  reporters  are  present, 
and  where  I  feel  sure  no  one  would  appropriate 
my  scheme  before  it  can  be  duly  patented,  elabo- 
rated, and  published,  —  I  am  willing,  I  say,  to 
briefly  outline  its  scope  and  merits. 

It  is  evident  to  all  of  us  that  the  rage  for  close 
classification  has  gone  too  far,  and  that  a  strong 
reaction  is  setting  in,  in  favor  of  simpler  methods 
of  arranging  libraries.  But  whoever  has  patience 
to  read  all  the  literature  of  the  subject  must  be 
painfully  aware  that  the  reaction  itsdf  is  not  yet 
systematic  or  logical.  It  expends  itself  in  criti- 
cism, and  is  not  sufficiently  constructive.  To 
make  it  really  effective  and  practical,  we  must  go 
at  once  to  the  bottom,  and  try  to  discover  the  first 
principles  which  underlie  the  whole  ^Subject.  In 
this  direction  I  have  devoted  much  thought,  and 
have  finally  concluded  that  we  ought,  in  this,  as  in 


other  matters  of  analysis,  to  recur  to  the  primitive 
impressions  of  the  uncultivated  mind.  What  are 
the  first  attributes  of  matter  which  the  infant  or 
the  savage  notices  and  describes?  Are  they  not 
form  and  color?  Are  not  these  primary  attri- 
butes ?  If  so,  why  not,  in  arranging  our  books, 
grasp  at  these  elementary  ideas,  and  so  carry 
simplicity  to  its  logical  result  ?  Let  us  take  form 
and  color  as  the  basis  of  our  classification  I  Once 
grasping  this  idea,  how  simple  appears  the  solu- 
tion of  our  problem  t  Arrange  all  books  by  their 
sizes,  and  each  size  by  its  colors.  Put  all  the  big 
black  books  in  one  comer,  and  so  run  around  in 
diminishing  sizes  and  assorted  colors  until  you 
come  to  the  tiny  white  book  on  the  farthest  shelves. 
How  simple,  yet  how  comprehensive!  How 
admirably  adapted  to  all  grades  of  intelligence, 
and  all  conditions  of  environment!  And  how 
readily,  from  this  arrangement,  can  we  evolve  a 
satisfactory  system  of  notation  1  Designate  sizes 
thus:  — 

£.    Enormous. 

B.    Big. 

M.   Medium. 

L.    Little. 

T.    Tmy. 
and  colors  somewhat  thus  :— 

B.     Blacks. 

U.    Browns  (Umber). 

G.    Greens  (and  blues). 

R.    Reds. 

Y.    Yellows  (and  whites.) 

Then  BB  naturally  and  mnemonically  suggests 
a  big  black  book,  while  LG  could  not  possibly  be 
taken  for  anything  but  a  little  green  volume. 
ERio  would  lead  the  librarian  to  the  elephant- 
folio  shelves,  where  his  eye,  afar  off,  would  descry 
the  red  binding ;  and  the  tenth  red  book  would 
thus  be  found  almost  as  soon  as  it  was  men- 
tioned. 

It  is  unnecessary,  before  such  an  audience  as 
this,  to  enlarge  upon  the  practicability  of  this 
scheme.  Its  advantages  will  suggest  themselves 
at  once.  In  forming  a  library,  how  simple  be- 
comes the  librarian's  or  the  trustee's  task!  No 
ransacking  of  bibliographies  and  catalogues,  no 
waste  of  brain  dssue;  merely  a  calculation  of 
resources  in  space  and  money,  and  an  order  to 
your  bookseller  for  enough  medium-sized  green 
volumes  to  fill  so  many  feet  of  shelving,  and  so 
on.  In  cataloguing,  no  perplexing  distinctions 
between  subjects,  no  differences  as  to  where  to 
place  an  accession;  the  rule  of  thumb  and  eye 
settles  the  matter  at  once.  In  issuing,  no  need  of 
gauging  the  intellect  of  the  borrower.    Suit  the 
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size  of  the  book  to  his  muscular  ability,  and  the 
color  to  his  dress  or  humor. 

I  wish  I  had  more  time  to  elaborate  the  applica- 
tions of  this  scheme.  But  at  so  late  an  hour  I 
can  only  sketch  out  in  this  brief  and  inadequate 
manner  what  you  will  all,  no  doubt,  recognize  as 
the  true  solution  of  the  problem  of  classification. 

CATALOGING. 

Miss  Kraeger,  Assistant  in  the  St.  Louis 
Public  Library,  was  called  upon  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  set  forth  certain  views  on  library  manage- 
ment which  she  had  expressed  in  private ;  but  she 
excused  herself  from  speaking,  and  President 
Cutter  gave  the  substance  of  them,  namely,  that 
the  catalogers,  not  coming  in  contact  with  the 
public,  do  not  know  what  the  public  want.  If 
the  cataloger  could  sometimes  meet  the  public  by 
taking  her  turn  at  the  delivery  desk,  she  would  be 
better  able  to  tell  how  to  catalog.  She  thought  that 
the  clerks' would  also  be  rested  by  a  change  of  work. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Wallis.— When  I  commenced  to 
catalog,  I  didn't  know  how.  Mr.  Soule  told  me 
to  find  out  what  the  lawyers  wanted,  and  then  I 
should  know  how  to  meet  their  wants. 

THE  a.  L.  a.  endorsement. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Recommendation 
oi  Methods  for  the  A.  L.  A.  reported  through  its 
Chairman,  Mr.  Winsor :  — 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  resolu- 
tions, introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Winsor,  find 
in  conference,  that  it  is  not  possible  within  the 
time  yet  remaining  of  the  present  meeting  (rf  the 
Association,  to  come  to  concurrent  opinions  on 
detaite,  and,  therefore,  they  beg  to  report  the 
whole  subject  back  to  the  Association,  for  action 
in  the  future  in  a  larger  way. 

''The  committee  are  unanimously  agreed,  that 
measures  should  be  taken  defining  with  precision 
the  limits  of  the  Association's  proper  action,  and 
of  the  reciprocal  relations  of  the  sections  and 
the  general  Association;  and  to  that  end  they 
recommend  that  the  Association  commit  these 
matters  to  a  special  committee,  for  report  at  some 
future  conference." 

S:  S.  Green.— I  move  that  it  be  adopted. 
Voted. 

Secretary  Dewey. —  I  move  that  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  report 
at  least  three  months  before  the  next  meeting  a 
revised  form  of  constitution  and  by-laws  covering 
all  these  points.  Voted,  and  Messrs.  Bowker, 
Cutter,  Dewey,  Fletcher,  and  Linderfelt  were 
appointed. 


The  report  of  the  Cooperation  Committee  was 
then  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Poole  called  attention  to  some 
corrections  needed  in  the  hastily  printed  copies, 
after  which  it  was  voted  that  the  report  be  re- 
ceived and  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Association. 

By  request  of  Mr.  F:  M.  Crunden,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Gilbert,  of  St.  Louis,  made  some  remarks  on 

INDEXING. 

(Seep,  100.) 
Mr.  F:  M.  Crunden. —  In  the  matter  of  index- 
ing portraits,  let  me  tell  you  that  Miss  Whitney 
has  an  index  which  might  be  utilized. 

MR.  CRUNDEN  PRAISED. 

Mr.  J:  F.  Da  vies. —  Librarians  often  talk  of 
their  assistants.  Now  I  want  to  give  a  little 
novelty  by  telling  you  what  the  assistants  think 
of  the  librarian.  We  want  to  say  of  our  chief, 
that  it  is  an  honor  to  be  associated  with  such  a 
man,  and  we  are  pleased  that  you  elected  Mr. 
Crunden  as  your  President.  Mr.  Whitelaw  here, 
as  a  representative  citizen,  can  tell  you  what  St. 
Louis  people  think  of  him. 

Mr.  O.  L.  Whitelaw. —  Mr.  Crunden's  posi- 
tion is  sufficiently  well  known.  The  librarian's 
success  is  largely  due  to  his  assistants,  and  I  want 
to  speak  of  our  excellent  ones.  Our  Saviour  said, 
"  A  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country."  You  have  honored  St.  Louis  by  making 
Mr.  Crunden  your  President. 

Not  long  ago  I  introduced  Mr.  Crunden  to  a 
gentleman.  He  replied:  "I  don't  know  Mr. 
Crunden,  but  I  know  'Fred.'"  That  is  the  way 
we  all  know  Mr.  Crunden.  I  thank  you  for  the 
honor  you  have  done  us  by  electing  him. 

vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Herbert  Putnam  reported  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions ; — 

**  The  American  Library  Association  desires  to 
express  its  heartfelt  thanks  to  Mayor  Noonan,  of 
St.  Louis,  for  his  cordial  welcome;  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  Catlin  for  the  reception  at  their 
beautiful  home ;  to  Prof.  Ives  and  the  Trustees  of 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts;  to  the  Directors  of  the 
Public  and  Mercantile  Libraries ;  to  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange ;  to  the 
University  Club,  the  St.  Louis  Club,  and  the 
Mercantile  Club,  and  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Anheusen-Busch  Brewery  for  their  generous 
hospitality ;  and  to  Mr.  Crunden  and  the  citizens 
of  St.  Louis  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to 
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the  Association  and  for  their  untiring  efforts  to 
make  our  stay  in  St.  Louis  one  of  delightful 
memories." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Putnam. —  As  a  member  of  the  committee, 
I  am  partly  responsible  for  this  resolution,  but  I  do 
not  like  the  form.  Anything  formal  is  not  suitable 
to  a  hospitable  city  of  the  West. 

Mr.  R:  R.  BowKER.—  I  move  that  we  express 
our  thanks  to  Mr.  Davidson  and  Mr.  Parker,  of 
the  Library  Bureau,  for  the  unusually  pleasant 
and  satisfactory  arrangements  made  for  us. 
Voted. 

Mr.  LiNDERFELT  read  portions  of  his  paper  on 

DZIATZKO*S  CARD  CATALOG  RULES. 

[Seep,  I02.) 

President  Cutter. — This  paper  ought  to  be 
printed  in  full,  but  our  funds  will  not  allow.  I 
hope  that  some  arrangement  can  be  made  for  its 
publication  by  our  Publishing  Section. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler.—  Why  not  get  the  govern- 
ment to  print  it,  as  they  did  Cutter's  Rules  ? 

Mr.  J.  L.  Whitney's  paper  on 

ACCENTS 

was  read  by  title 

(Seep,  iij.) 

Also  Mr.  F:  M.  Crunden's  report  on 

PERIODICALS. 
{Seep.  io8.) 
And  Mr.  W.  C.  Lane's  report  on 

AIDS  AND  GUIDES  FOR  READERS. 

(Seep,  no.) 
Mr.  G:  W.  Harris  read  his  paper  on 

GERMAN  PUBLISHING  METHODS. 
{Seep.  104.) 
Mr.  W:  Beer. —  You  are  rather  hard  on  the 
Germans.  Have  any  of  you  tried  to  collate  the 
Encyclop^die  chimique  or  the  Dictionnaire  en- 
cyclop^dique  de  medicine,  distinguished  for  its 
bibliography  of  hygiene  ?  In  America  there  is  the 
Cornell  Bulletin.  Number  one  was  published  in 
1873,  *"d  ^^  ^^^^  w*s  printed,  "  Number  two  will 
shortly  appear."  Number  two  actually  did  appear 
in  1882. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Secretary  Dewey  moved  that  the  final  adjourn- 
ment of  the  conference  take  place  May  24,  after 
the  reception  in  Cincinnati.    Voted. 


PROCEEDINGS. 

Also  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  be 
printed,  as  heretofore,  in  the  Library  journal^  and 
that  President  Cutter  be  authorized  to  make  such 
abridgments  in  the  papers  as  may  seem  to  him 
desirable.    Voted. 

Also  that  the  Treasurer  should  hereafter  in- 
clude in  his  report  a  list  of  persons  who  have 
died  during  the  year,  with  brief  biographical 
notes.    Voted. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  It  would  be  well  to  incorporate 
in  the  first  report  the  record  of  all  members  who 
have  died  since  the  organization  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
in  1876. 

Secretary  Dewey  showed  and  explained  sample 
cards  of  Miss  James,  of  WUkes-Barre,  showing 
her  method  of  recording  the  receipt  of  serials. 


Mr.  H:  J.  Carr. —  I  think  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  have  a  question  box. 

Mr.  R.  B.  PooLE.— In  our  meetings  there  is 
room  for  two  classes  of  papers :  1,  for  the  larger 
libraries ;  2,  for  the  small  libraries. 

Mr.  K:  A.  LiNDERFELT. —  We  had  better  call 
a  halt  on  distributing  papers  and  reports  indis- 
criminately, without  knowing  what  is  to  be  given 
on  each  day.  Some  came,  wishing  to  hear  certain 
papers;  and,  owing  to  the  lack  of  program,  they 
missed  the  very  one  they  wished  to  hear.  I  say 
have  a  fixed  program.  The  Program  Committee 
should  have  final  action  on  this. 

Mr.  H:  J.  Carr.— I  have  heard  that  the  Cats- 
kill  meeting  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held,  and 
:bere  was  no  program  whatever. 

President  Cutter. —  There  were  no  papers 
there. 

Mr.  H:  J.  Carr.— Then  provide  a  gap  for  the 
unknown. 

Secretary  Dewey. —  There  was  no  distraction 
and  no  noise  at  the  CatskilU.  There  were  few 
there,  and  everybody  could  hear.  To  get  such 
results,  we  must  break  up  into  sections,  and  then 
we  could  have  little  love  feasts,  each  group  dis- 
cussing the  subject  of  most  interest  to  those  in  it. 
The  best  plan  for  thirty  congenial  souls,  alone  at 
a  deserted  mountain-top  hotel,  will  not  answer 
for  over  too  in  the  midst  of  the  rush  and  roar  of 
a  great  city.  I  believe  in  a  program,  and  sticking 
to  it.  I  missed  two  papers  I  wanted  most  to  hear 
when  called  out  for  a  committee  meeting. 

Adjourned  at  12.30  P.  M. 
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THE  PUBLIC  MEETING. 


THURSDAY   EVENING,   MAY   7. 


A  meeting  was  held  in  Memorial  Hall,  Presi- 
dent Cutter  in  the  chair.  He  opened  the  meet- 
ing by  saying: — 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  name-giving  creature, 
man,  to  nickname  periods  of  the  world's  history. 
Historians  talk  of  the  Stone  Age,  the  Bronze 
Age,  the  Golden  Age,  the  Age  of  Discovery,  the 
Age  of  Steam.  Our  time,  no  doubt,  will  be 
known  as  the  Age  of  Electricity.  If  it  were  not, 
I  should  be  disposed  to  call  it  the  Age  of  Libra- 
ries,— public  libraries,  that  is.  There  have  been 
libraries  since  the  foundation  of  the  world,  or 
nearly  so, —  at  least,  we  find  them  in  the  ruins  of 
Nineveh;  but  public  libraries,  where  all  can  go 
and  study,  and  from  which  every  citizen  can  carry 
away  books  to  read  by  his  fireside  in  comfort, — 
such  public  libraries  are  an  invention  of  this 
generation,  or,  if  not  its  invention,  its  character- 
istic In  the  last  quaiter-century  the  increase  in 
their  number,  in  the  number  of  their  volumes,  in 
their  methods  of  usefulness,  has  been  enormous. 
I  will  not  weary  you  with  statistics, —  indeed,  I 
cannot  remember  figures, —  but  this  I  may  say :  A 
decade  ago  there  were,  in  round  numbers,  4,000 
public  libraries  in  the  United  States ;  now  there  are 
20,000,000  volumes  in  about  6,000  libraries, —  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent.  The  reason  is  not  far  to 
seek.  There  is  a  change  going  on  in  the  nature  of 
man.  He  has  always  been  an  eating  animal,  a 
fighting  animal,  a  money-making  animal ;  now  he 
b  a  reading  animal.  When  you  reflect  that  half 
a  millennium  ago  not  one  man  in  ten  could  read, 
or  could  get  much  to  read  if  he  had  that  ability, 
and  that  now  not  one  man  in  ten  canm?/  read,  you 
see  why  libraries  are  growing,  why  librarianship 
is  becoming  a  settled  calling,  why  we  are  here 
to-night. 

And  yet  we  are  not  doing  enough.  Our  popu- 
lation, to  be  sure,  does  not  grow  so  fast  as  this, — 
50  per  cent  increase  in  ten  years ;  but  when  we 
started,  libraries  were  far  behind  population,  and 
they  have  not  yet  caught  up  with  it.  In  the  num- 
ber of  our  books,  too,  we  are  not  doing  sufficient. 
We  have  only  one  third  of  a  volume  to  each 
person.  We  are  the  most  reading  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  globe ;  but  one  third  of  a  volume  to  a 
reader,  or  one  library  to  every  10,000  persons,  is 
certainly  not  a  liberal  allowance.  Here,  in  St. 
Louis,  as  I  hear  from  your  excellent  public  libra- 
rian, you  have  187411  to  500,000.    That  might 


be  bettered.  Compare  Boston,  with  about  as 
many  inhabitants,  and  four  times  as  many  volumes. 
Still,  I  must  concede  that,  while  your  population 
has  grown  45  per  cent  in  ten  years,  the  number  of 
books  has  grown  137  per  cent.  But  I  am  detain- 
ing you  too  long.  You  would  rather  listen  to 
one  whom  I  may  call  "the  pioneer  librarian," 
who  came  out  into  these  western  wilds  nearly 
twenty  years  ago, —  two  decades  here  are  as  much 
as  two  centuries  in  the  life  of  many  nations, — 
came  out  here  with  his  gun  and  his  axe,  and 
cleared  the  library  land.  Few  men  have  had 
more  to  do  than  he  with  founding  public  libraries, 
by  the  advice  he  has  given  to  their  boards. 
Lately  he  has  hidden  himself  away  in  a  reference 
library,  where  he  is  doing  his  best  to  bury  himself 
under  a  mountain  of  books ;  but  I  will  answer  for 
it  that  he  has  not  forgotten  all  about  public 
libraries  yet  I  introduce  to  you  Dr.  Poole,  of 
Chicago. 

Dr.  Poole. —  In  1856,  when  I  visited  St.  Louis, 
the  Mercantile  Library  contained  9,000  volumes, 
the  St.  Louis  University  Library  13,000,  the  Law 
Library  3,000,  or  25,000  volumes  in  all.  To-day 
there  are  250,000  volumes  in  the  libraries  of  St. 
Louis.  The  statistics  in  the  East  showed  the  same 
low  g^de;  not  a  library  in  the  country  at  that 
time  contained  100,000  volumes.  Harvard  Li- 
brary, in  the  two  centuries  of  its  existence,  had 
but  93,000  volumes;  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  58,000 
volumes ;  her  Mercantile  Library,  14,500.  To-day 
the  Boston  Public  Library  has  750,000  against 
9,000  volumes  of  that  time.  In  New  York,  at 
that  time,  Astor  Library  had  but  8,000  volumes ; 
her  Mercantile  Library  40,000,  and  her  society 
libraries  36,000.  In  Philadelphia  the  old  library 
founded  by  Benjamin  Franklin  had  65,000  vol- 
umes, the  Mercantile  14,000.  In  Washington 
there  were  now  over  600,000  volumes  against 
55,000  in  1851,  when  that  scanty  store  was  farther 
reduced  by  a  fire  that  destroyed  35,000  volumes 
Books  in  St.  Louis  have  increased  tenfold,  and  in 
a  yet  larger  ratio  in  the  East,  probably  forty-fold. 
Is  there  any  probability  that  the  next  thirty-six 
years  will  witness  a  decline  in  this  growth  of 
libraries  which  never  grow  old  ? 

You  need  a  new  building  for  your  public  li- 
brary. I  never,  in  the  course  of  all  my  experience, 
saw  a  building  constructed  on  a  poorer  plan. 
Why,  you  use  a  ladder  twenty  feet  long  to  climb 
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ap  to  the  shelves,  and  when  you  put  your  fingers 
upon  a  tome  the  dust  —  dust,  did  I  say  ?  No,  sir ; 
powder,  the  grime  of  the  ages,  fills  the  air  in  a 
stifling  stream.  Thank  God  such  buildings  are 
going  out  of  existence.  But  then  I  saw  a  model 
library,  here  in  St.  Louis,  too.  When  I  inspected 
your  Mercantile  Library,  that  magnificent  new 
building,  books  all  on  a  level,  no  stairs,  no  ladder, 
no  galleries,  no  climbing,  the  electric  lights,  and  all 
the  superb  appointments  for  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  public,  I  could  scarcely  refrain 
from  giving  an  unseemly  exhibition  of  my  delight. 
I  was  glad  I  came.  Now,  you  need  U  new  public 
library  buildhig.  Allow  me  to  suggest  what  the 
city  needs.  Your  city  should  give  liberally  to 
this  enterprise;  or,  better  still,  just  as  hundreds 
have  been  doing  all  over  the  land,  let  your  wealthy 
citizens  put  their  hands  down  into  the  nethermost 
recesses  of  their  ]>ockets,  and  produce  shekels  of 
gold  and  certificates  of  silver,  until  this  urgent 
need  of  your  city  is  supplied.  In  other  cities  it  is 
becoming  the  fashionable  thing  to  give  a  great 
sum  for  the  formation  of  public  libraries;  no 
little  paltry  $25,000,  $50,000,  or  |ioo,ooo,  but  up 
into  the  millions.  Just  think  of  the  names  that 
rich  people  can  hand  down  to  posterity  in  this 
way.  Look  at  Newberry,  of  Chicago,  for  example. 
The  day  has  gone  by  when  a  city  ranks  alone 
from  its  population,  from  its  wealth,  and  its 
clearing-house  reports.  It  is  what  it  is  doing  for 
art,  for  education,  for  libraries,  and  for  general 
culture  that  gives  it  standing.  Well,  you  will 
have  a  new  building  some  of  these  days  for  your 
public  library.  Allow  me  to  suggest :  First  get 
a  big  lot,  out  on  some  square  away  from  the 
narrow  business  streets ;  take  plenty  of  room. 
Then  lay  your  plans  well,  and  remember  that  the 
tenfold  ratio  of  the  past  thirty-six  years  is  liable 
to  be  quadrupled  in  the  next  like  period.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  build  all  at  once,  but  build  for 
keeps  and  hold  the  rest  open.  There  is  no  occa- 
sion to  build  so  as  to  pull  down  again.  Build 
something  that  will  have  to  stand,  something  con- 
sistent in  itself.  Then  don't  let  the  architects, 
the  builders,  and  the  building  committees  weave 
in  their  tablets  and  memorial  stones  in  the 
structure.  They  will  all  try  it,  but  frown  them 
down.  Build  for  the  convenience  of  the  public. 
Ask  your  librarian  for  points.  Your  libra- 
rians know  something.  Mr.  Dyer  has  shown 
exquisite  taste  in  that  Mercantile  Library  building. 
Don't  you  suppose  that  edifice  will  be  a  lasting 
monument  to  him  ?  After  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  public  have  been  attained,  then 


beauty  of  architectural  design  and  finish  may  be 
easily  secured. 

President  Cutter. — A  gentleman  here  will  try 
to  prove  to  you  that '  the  library  is  a  necessity  and 
not  a  luxury,'  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  for  years 
he  has  been  successful  in  making  his  library  the 
most  enjoyable  luxury  in  his  dty. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Green  treated  his  subject  under  the 
three  heads  entertainment,  instruction,  and  moral 
improvement.  As  a  large  part  of  the  matter  was 
duplicated  in  his  paper  read  at  the  afternoon 
session  of  Friday,  he  has  not  furnished  this  talk 
for  publication. 

The  President  then  called  upon  Mr.  Melvil 
Dewey  as  one  in  hearty  sjrmpathy  with  the  mod- 
em library  movement,  and  Mr.  Dewey  responded 
in  some  earnest  remarks  on  the  question:  Do 
public  libraries  pay  ? 

Mr.  WiNSOR  was  then  called  upon,  and  made 
a  few  remarks. 

President  Cutter. —  I  have  introduced  to  the 
citizens  of  St.  Louis  here  present  four  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  our  Association;  Mr.  Crunden 
will  now  introduce  to  the  librarians  three  of  the 
citizens  of  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Crunden  then  called    upon    Mr.    James 
Richardson,  who  said : 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen: — 

You,  who  have  the  management  of  the  great 
libraries  of  our  principal  cities,  are  assembled  in 
annual  convention,  to  take  council  with  each 
other  and  exchange  ideas  regarding  the  methods 
of  conducting  them, —  to  discover,  if  possible, 
some  better  plans  of  practice  to  make  them  more 
useful,  and  widen  their  influence. 

Books  are  the  repositories  of  all  human  knowl- 
edge. Every  idea  and  thought  that  the  brain  of 
man  has  conceived  or  his  tongue  uttered,  as 
well  as  every  imaginable  variation  and  applica- 
tion of  them,  has  been  for  many  ages  written  out 
and  preserved  in  printed  volumes,  until  their 
number  is  legion;  and  some  wise  man  has  said 
that  "there  is  no  end  to  them."  Be  thjs  as  it 
may,  we  know  that  the  wisdom  stored  away  in 
books  already  is  profound  enough  and  sufficiently 
extensive,  if  a  due  share  of  it  were  imparted  to 
every  living  individual,  to  revolutionize  our  pres- 
ent boasted  civilization,  and  bring  maji  up  to  that 
high  standard  of  moral  and  mental  culture,  to 
which,  having  been  formed  in  the  image  of  his 
Creator,  he  is  capable  and  entitled  to  attain.  Thus 
you  will  see  that  the  work  you  have  in  hand,  of 
making  libraries  more  useful,  is  of  the  highest 
order,  and  as  extensive  as  the  race  to  which  you 
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belong.  The  first  knowledge  we  have  of  libraries, 
before  the  discovery  of  the  art  of  printing,  seems 
to  have  been  collections  of  the  manuscripts  of 
Greek,  Persian,  Hebrew,  and  Egyptian  savans, 
more  as  the  sport  and  plaything  of  semi-barbarian 
monarchs  and  kings, — of  use  only  to  the  few  wise 
men  of  those  dark  and  distant  ages,  rather  than 
for  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  among  the 
people  in  general.  The  history  of  the  widening 
of  the  scope  and  influence  of  books  from  these 
early  periods  down  through  the  intervening  cen- 
turies, filled  with  human  struggles,  successes,  and 
failures,  will  be  found,  if  carefully  studied,  to  be 
the  history  of  the  progress  of  human  civilization. 
It  covers  a  long  and  dreary  outlook,  during 
which  empires  have  crumbled  and  passed  out 
of  existence^  Nevertheless,  steady  progress  has 
been  made  by  our  race  during  all  this  time  in 
the  direction  of  individual  culture  and  personal 
liberty  of  thought  and  action,  until  books  are  no 
longer  the  property  of  the  few,  read  by  an  aristoc- 
racy of  learning,  but  are  the  consolation  of 
millions  of  ardent  students  and  readers,  seeking 
knowledge  to  fit  themselves  for  the  proper  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  life  as  they  develop 
before  them.  Mark  the  change !  Now  the  State 
donates  large  portions  of  its  territory  for  educa- 
tional purposes ;  cities  and  towns  tax  themselves 
to  build  up  schools  and  libraries  for  the  unre- 
stricted use  of  all  their  citizens.  Now,  in  a  large 
portion  of  this  country,  not  only  free  schools  but 
free  libraries  are  within  easy  reach  of  almost  the 
whole  of  our  population ;  and  one  would  suppose 
that  little  more  could  be  done  to  cultivate  the 
intellects  and  morals  of  all  our  people  to  the 
highest  standard.  But  we  all  are  aware  that  but 
a  mere  fraction  avail  themselves  fully  of  this 
invaluable  opportunity,  while  large  numbers  take 
shallow  draughts  only,  and  the  remaining  multi- 
tude are  almost  total  abstainers.  Children,  of 
course,  are  not  aware  of  the  value  of  culture;  and 
men  and  women,— fathers  and  mothers, — as 
affairs  n5w  run  among  communities  in  general, 
are  full  of  apathy,  their  minds  being  absorbed  in 
life's  struggles  and  their  daily  labors,  and  so  give 
little  or  no  thought  to  the  cultivation  of  the  minds 
of  their  children. 

The  opportunity  is  all  around  them,  but  lies 
neglected.  Meantime,  books  for  all  to  read  and 
get  instruction  fill  your  shelves  almost  to  repletion, 
while  the  wide-open  doors  of  free  schooUi  are  too 
often  unentered. 

You  have  been  discussing  the  best  methods  of 
making  your  libraries  more  useful.  You  are  try- 
ing fo  discover  some  plan  to  make  your  books  do 


their  whole  duty  —  to  give  up  all  their  valuable 
contents  to  every  member  of  the  community.  In 
fine,  you  are  trying  to  make  the  contents  of  your 
libraries  educate  the  whole  people.  But  the 
apathy  on  their  part,  just  recited,  prevents  you 
from  realizing  your  ardent  wishes.  You  have 
seen  and  admired  the  wonderful  influence  in  any 
community  of  a  single  person  to  whom  the  daily 
habit  of  reading  instructive  books,  for  a  series  of 
years,  has  imparted  large  knowledge,  and  you  de- 
sire to  increase  their  numbers  until  all  are  counted 
among  them.  It  is  a  noble  woric — worthy  of  the 
best  hearts  and  heads  in  the  country,  and  you  are 
entitled  to  every  success  in  the  undertaking.  The 
middle-aged  and  old  are,  to  a  large  extent,  beyond 
your  influence ;  their  habits  are  formed,  and  they 
will  finish  their  lives  in  the  same  direction  they 
have  been  habitually  traveling ;  but  all  the  youth  of 
the  country  are  still  susceptible,  and  it  is  upon 
them  that  you  must  bring  to  bear  all  the  powers  for 
directing  their  minds  into  the  field  and  along  the 
paths  of  knowledge  that  can  be  commanded  by 
your  best  endeavors.  But  where  can  you  effect- 
ually grasp  and  bring  your  influence  to  bear  upon 
them  ?  Where  are  they  congregated,  and  where 
can  you  find  them  ?  I  answer  these  questions  by 
asserting  that  it  is  in  the  public  schools,  and  the 
opportunity  afforded  you  there  is  a  grand  one.  It 
is  a  wonder  that  such  a  field  of  large  influence  has 
remained  so  long  almost  entirely  neglected  by 
librarians  and  instructors.  Years  ago  I  pointed 
out  to  the  Directors  of  our  schools  and  the  Trus- 
tees of  our  library  that  their  complete  consolida- 
tion into  one  system  of  instruction  would  result 
in  such  a  magnificent  improvement  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  rising  generation,  as  would  fill  every 
good  man  and  woman  with  joy  and  admiration. 
We  all  know  that  under  our  present  methods  not 
one  in  500  of  our  school  children,  after  graduation, 
goes  on  in  the  work  of  self-education  by  syste- 
matic thinking  and  reading.  They  have  never  been 
taught  that  all  they  can  learn  during  their  brief 
school  life,  which  ends  at  the  average  age  of  four- 
teen, is  to  attain  a  firm  hold  of  the  mental  imple- 
ments with  which  to  educate  themselves  without 
the  intervention  of  teachers  while  engaged  in  the  af- 
fairs of  every-day  life,  and  their  school  days  are  over. 
The  books  of  the  free  library  must  be  brought 
into  the  free  school  and  made  a  part  of  its  curric- 
ulum, and  no  small  part  of  it,  eiUier.  So  soon  as 
the  pupils  can  fairly  write,  and  cipher,  and  read 
understandingly,  all  the  time  thereafter  should  be 
devoted  to  instructing  them  how  to  acquire  an 
education  by  their  own  personal  efforts,  in  read- 
ing proper  books  adapted  to  their  different  dr- 
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cmnstances,  and  kow  to  digest  their  contents  by 
thinking  them  over  and  discussing  them  in  classes. 
They  should  be  so  trained  in  this  direction  as  to 
duly  appreciate  the  value  of  knowledge  —  to  love 
to  acquire  it  —  shown  their  ability  to  do  so,  and 
directed  in  a  course  of  systematic  reading,  that  in 
due  time,  whether  in  school  or  out  of  school,  will 
lead  on  and  up  to  a  good  education. 

When  you  graduate  from  our  public  schools 
such  a  generation  of  pupils — habitual  readers — 
even  if  a  large  share  of  them  fall  off  from  their 
opportunities,  what  a  power  and  influence  in  the 
right  direction  will  they  not  exert  in  the  community 
where  they  are  domiciled?  Wherever  you  see 
one  of  this  kind  now,  you  see  a  man  or  woman  of 
high  standing ;  wielding  a  large  influence  on  all 
around  them,  and  taking  the  lead  in  all  good 
enterprises  in  the  communities  where  they  are 
living.  What  a  change  for  the  better  would  at 
once  be  apparent,  if  educators,  instead  of  pursuing 
the  present  methods  of  cramming  with  the  dry 
items  of  an  almost  indefinite  series  of  studies,  so 


tiresome  to  the  pupils  that  when  they  leave  school 
they  go  out  disgusted  —  make  no  further  effort  to 
store  their  minds  with  knowledge,  and  at  once 
sink  down  to  the  common  level,  would  limit  their 
labors  to  the  items  already  pointed  out  in  this 
paper,  and  at  its  conclusion  graduate  their  pupils, 
a  generation  of  living  self4eamirs^  into  that  wide 
and  ever  opening  wider  school,  which  never  closes 
its  instruction  until  the  student's  life  is  ended. 
Under  these  conditions,  your  books,  full  of  infor- 
mation, but  now  to  the  mass  of  our  citizens 
almost  closed  volumes,  will  open  wide  their  in- 
structive treasures  and  will  be  doing  their  whole 
duty  to  the  whole  community.  Then  your  library 
will  be  a  great  and  grand  university;  your  books 
being  its  silent,  tireless,  but  effectual  professors 
and  teachers,  and  the  whole  human  race  will  be 
your  grateful  pupils. 

Two  other  gentlemen  were  to  have  spoken,— 
Mr.  F.  N.  Judson  and  Rev.  H.  A.  Stenison,— but 
were  prevented  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 


A.  L.  A.  PUBLISHING   SECTION. 


The  Publishing  Section  held  its  regular  meeting 
at  9  A.  M.,  May  9.  In  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  chair  was  taken  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Board.  W:  I.  Fletcher. 

The  reports  of  the  Executive  Board  and  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  two  years  1887-89  were  read 
and  accepted,  as  printed  below. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  year  was  delayed 
for  the  appointment  of  a  nominating  committee, 
and  the  section  adjourned  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chairman. 

At  the  close  of  the  morning  session  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
the  Nominating  Committee  was  announced  as  R.  P. 
Hayes,  of  Fremont,  O. ;  F.  H.  Hild,  of  Chicago ; 
R.  B.  Poole,  of  New  York ;  K.  A:  Linderfelt,  of 
of  Milwaukee;  Mrs.  H.  J.  Carr,  Grand  Rapids. 

At  the  close  of  the  forenoon  session  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
on  May  10,  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  section 
was  called  to  order,  and  the  committee  nominated 
the  following  as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year :  — 

Pres,,  J.  L.  Whitney. 
See.,  W:  I.  Fletcher.  Treas,,  W:  C.  Lane. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. 
Melvil  Dewey. 

R:  R.  BOWKER.      I"  Executive  Board, 
C:  A.  Cutter. 
R.  B.  Poole. 
These  officers  were  duly  elected. 
Adjourned. 


report  of  the  executive  board  for  the 
two  years  1887-1889. 

The  Executive  Board  has  met  as  a  whole  but 
once  since  the  Thousand  Islands  Conference ;  vix. 
at  Mr.  Dewey's  rooms  in  New  York,  Dec  7, 1887, 
at  8  P.  M. 

Present  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Dewey,  and  Bowker, 
and  Miss  Coe. 

Ms.  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Lane  in  two  sections 
—  one  of  aids  and  guides  for  readers,  and  the  other 
of  references  to  bibliographical  lists  —  was  sub- 
mitted, and,  after  considerable  discussion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  these  two  lists  be  consolidated,  and 
with  additions  printed  as  the  Publishing  Section's 
Bibliographical  List. 

Voted,  That  for  the  larger  publications  of  the 
section,  paper  28  x  40  inches,  folding  into  the  size 
of  Library  notes,  25  x  17.5  cm,  and  the  type  page 
of  the  IMrary  journal — two  columns  of  o  cm 
width  —  be  adopted  as  a  standard  of  size;  and 
one  fourth  of  that  page  to  be  used  for  publications 
of  the  hand-book  c^iracter,  printed  on  paper  of 
postal-card  size. 

This  gives  for  catalogue  and  index  work  the 
largest  O  or  8®  A.  L.  A.  size,  35  cm  high*  which 
fits  all  regular  octavo  shelves. 

Voted  to  adopt  for  the  large  series,  old  style 
long  primer  type,  leaded,  with  lower-case  antique 
side  heads. 

There  was  also  a  consensus  d  opinion,  which  it 
was  thought  not  best  to  put  in  the  form  of  a  vote. 
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that  there  should  not  be  a  call  for  a  second  year*s 
subscription  to  the  section  until  work  had  pro- 
gressed far  enough  to  enable  a  good  showing  to 
be  made  of  a  return  for  the  subscription  already 
paid  in. 

Two  other  matters  have  been  passed  upon  by 
the  Executive  Board  through  correspondence :  — 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1888,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  experiment  should  be  tried  of  issuing 
printed  cards  of  selected  new  books  from  the 
office  of  the  Pubiishers*  weekly.  The  cards  were 
to  be  of  postal-card  size  and  printed  from  the  type 
set  up  for  the  Weekly,  This  was  an  experiment 
in  various  respects,  perhaps  principally  to  test  the 
question  of  a  financial  support  for  such  an  under- 
taking. The  experiment  was  to  be  continued 
until  |ioo  had  been  expended  on  it,  and  it  was 
estimated  that  this  would  cover  the  issue  of  100 
cards,  which  estimate  proved  correct.  Each 
member  of  the  Publishing  Section  received  three 
copies  of  the  cards,  and  the  amount  of  $2  was 
charged  to  the  member's  account  as  against  his 
subscription  of  |io.  The  cards  were  offered  to 
those  not  members  at  the  price  of  |i  for  100  cardst 
only  one  copy  of  each  being  furnished.  As  an 
experiment  in  the  direction  of  seeking  outside 
support  by  such  a  subscription,  this  proved  almost 
a  complete  failure,  not  quite  twenty  subscriptions 
being  received.  And  as  it  was  from  the  first  not 
intended  to  continue  the  experiment  without 
definite  support  from  without  the  section,  it  was 
abandoned. 

This  matter  was  talked  over  pretty  thoroughly 
at  the  Catskill  meeting  in  September,  1888 ;  and  it 
was  the  general  feeling  that  the  results  of  the 
experiment,  while  not  very  encouraging,  were  far 
from  showing  that  some  way  of  furnishing  printed 
cards  of  new  books  is  not  feasible. 

The  other  matter  on  which  action  has  been 
taken  by  correspondence  is  the  question  of  assist- 
ance to  Mr.  Wm.  Gushing,  of  Cambridge,  in  bring- 
ing out  a  Dictionary  of  Anonymous  Literature  to 
complement  his  book  of  Pseudonyms.  Something 
in  the  way  of  such  assistance  was  manifestly  in 
the  scope  of  the  section's  operations  as  provided 
for  by  its  Constitution,  and  after  considerable 
delay,  and  the  report  by  Mr.  Cushing  that  he 
would  be  obliged  to  give  up  printing  the  book 
unless  a  small  margin  unprovided  for  by  subscrip- 
tions received  was  covered,  the  following  plan  was 
adopted:  Mr.  Cushing  is  to  furnish  the  section 
with  ten  copies  of  his  work  for  |ioo,  one  half  of 
the  regular  price.  The  section  is  to  dispose  of 
these  copies  at  full  price  in  such  a  way  as  nowise 


to  interfere  with  Mr.  Cushing's  subscription  list 
up  to  the  date  of  publication.  We  are  thus  re- 
strained from  disposing  of  these  copies  or  taking 
subscriptions  for  any  of  them  until  the  issue  of 
the  first  part.  Mr.  Cushing  reports  that  Part  i 
will  now  be  issued  in  about  three  weeks.  The 
copies  will  be  held  for  investment,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  they  will  prove  to  be  a  profitable  one. 

The  preparation  for  publication  of  the  several 
works  undertaken  by  the  section  has  gone  on 
steadily,  though  with  many  delays.  Following  is 
a  brief  report  on  each  of  them : — 

1.  The  index  to  general  literature. 

The  Rst  of  books  to  be  indexed  in  this  work 
now  embraces  nearly  2,000  titles  in  the  de- 
partments of  miscellaneous  essays  and  biograph- 
ical essays  and  miscellanies.  Of  this  number 
nearly  one  half  have  been  assigned  for  indexing,  on 
most  of  which  the  work  has  been  done.  Over 
500  pages  of  ms.  in  foolscap  are  already  in  hand 
for  editing.  The  great  demand  now  is  for  an 
increased  list  of  indexers,  and  we  hope  to  increase 
the  list  at  this  session. 

2.  The  handbook  for  readers. 

Owing  to  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  material 
collected  by  Mr.  F:  J.  Soldan,  of  Peoria,  111.,  and 
his  increased  labors  resulting  from  the  fire,  no 
progress  can  be  reported  on  thb  matter.  Mr. 
Soldan  still  hopes  to  take  up  the  work  this  year. 

3.  Reading  for  the  young. 

The  late  John  F.  Sargent,  of  Paterson,  N.  J., 
who  was  with  us  at  the  Thousand  Islands, 
although  then  suffering  from  the  illness  which 
soon  ended  his  life,  had  commenced  the  prepara- 
tion of  an  annotated  list  of  books  for  the  young. 
Since  Mr.  Sargent's  lamented  death,  his  sisters. 
Misses  Mary  and  Abby  Sargent,  have  taken  up 
and  completed  the  work  as  a  labor  of  love  and  a 
memorial  to  their  brother,  incorporating  the  ma- 
terial of  the  earlier  work  by  Miss  Hewins.  The 
ms.  is  in  the  hands  of  the  board  and  ready  for  pub- 
lication. 

4.  Bibliographical  list. 

The  ms.  for  this  list,  which  was  reported  ready 
for  publication  two  years  ago,  has  since  been  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Whitney,  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  for  the  purpose  of  being  increased  by  the 
addition  of  the  very  large  list  of  a  similar  char- 
acter which  had  been  collected  by  Mr.  Whitney. 
He  has  now  completed  that  work,  and  we  have 
cherished  the  fond  delusion  that  the  ms.  was 
again  ready  for  publication.  3ut  since  our  session 
here  commenced,  we  have  learned  that  Mr.  Beer, 
of  Leadville,  Col.,  who  is  with  us,  has  been  mak* 
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ing  extensive  collections  in  the  same  line,  and  is 
disposed  to  submit  them  for  consolidation  with 
our  material.  Like  others  who  work  in  these  lines, 
he  is  only  glad  if  his  work  can  be  made  useful, 
and  is  not  looking  for  financial  compensation  for 
his  labors  of  years. 

Thus  the  material  for  this  list  increases,  and 
when  it  is  issued  it  will  certainly  be  of  great 
value.  No  one  is  better  qualified  to  speak  on  this 
subject  than  Mr.  Whitney  himself,  with  his  large 
experience  in  this  line  of  work,  and  he  expresses 
the  highest  appreciation  of  it 

Upon  the  Executive  Board  as  elected  here,  will 
devolve  the  work  of  bringing  out  these  publica- 
tions, and  providing  for  the  paying  in  of  a  second 
annual  subscription. 

statement  of  accounts,  july  10,  1886,  to 
May  1, 1889. 

Jieceipts. 
38  preliminary  contributions  of  |i  each   .    I58  00 
49  annual  subscriptions  for  1887      .    .    .    490  00 
I        "  "  "    1888     ...      10  00 

6  special  "  "    printed  cards,       6  00 

Total I544  06 

Expenses 214  88 

Balance ^329  12 

(Printed  Cards  of  1887.) 
Cr.    By  6  special  subscriptions  ....      |6  00 
"   49  annual  subscription  accounts, 
charged  %%  each  for  3  sets  ...      98  00 
Total .    .  I104  00 


Dr.    To  expense  of  printing  and  distri- 
bution          |ioo  68 

Balance  credited  to  general  acct,     ^3  32 
Expenses, 
1887.  (Essay  Index,) 

June  20.    Labor I54  00 

1888. 

Feb.  II.    5,000  cards     ....       450 

Nov.  5.     Labor 18  75 

Nov.  5.  Printing  "  Directions  "  4  50 
Nov.  5.     Postage 78 

I8253 
1887.  (Printed  Cards  of  1887.) 

Dec.  27.  R.  R.  Bowker,  bill  .  I34  03 

1888. 

Feb.  II.              "             "  .  47  35 

April  6.               *             "  .  19  30 

|ioo  68 
1887.  (Miscellaneous  Items,) 

Jan.  26.  Stationery  and  circulars,  I26  05 
April  20.  Bill-heads  ....  2  00 
April  2a  Stamped  Envelopes  .  i  62 
April  20.  Check-book  ....  50 

April  20.  2  account-books     .    .        i  50 

$31  67 

Total         I214  88 

The  above  account  has  been  examined  with 
corresponding  bills  and  vouchers,  and  found 
correct 

Geo.  Wm.  Harris, 
Geo.  T.  Ltttlb. 


A.  L.  A.  COLLEGE  LIBRARY  SECTION. 
St.  Louis,  May  10,  1889. 


A  meeting  of  college  librarians  was  held  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  organizing  a  Section 
of  College  Librarians.  Messrs.  Fletcher  (Am- 
herst, Mass.),  Harris  (Cornell,  N.  Y.),  Little 
(Bowdoin,  Me.),  Nelson  (Toulane,  La.),  Root 
(Oberlm,  O.),  H.  P.  Smith  (Lane  Seminary,  O.), 
and  Winsor  (Harvard,  Mass.),  and  Mrs.  DixOn 
(Dennison.  O.),  Mrs.  North  (Iowa  State  Univer- 
sity), Miss  Metcalf  (Oberiin,  O.),  Miss  Alger 
(Nashville,  Tenn.),  and  Miss  Miller  (Pratt  Insti- 
tute, N.  Y.)  were  present.  Prof.  H.  P.  Smith 
was  made  Chairman,  and  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  Secre- 
tary. 

Mrs.  North,  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
stated  her  need  of  assistance  in  her  work,  espe- 


cially of  information  in  reference  to  seminary  work. 
Messrs.  Winsor,  Fletcher,  Smith,  and  Little  des- 
cribed the  methods  adopted  at  their  several 
institutions  to  supply  the  needs  of  students  and 
professors.  Mr.  Harris  thought  the  seminar 
system  was  running  to  an  extreme,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  reaction. 

Mr.  Winsor  differed  fa-om  that  opinion.  He 
stated  that  there  were  twent3^five  libraries  for 
seminar  use  at  Harvard,  and  that  some  7,000 
volumes  were  selected  from  the  general  library 
for  the  reference  use  of  seminar  students.  There 
were  departmental  libraries  at  the  Museum  of 
Comparative  Zodlogy  (of  50,000  volumes),  the 
libraries  of  the  Law  School,  the  Herbarium,  the 
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Astronomical  Observatory,  the  Medical  and  Den- 
tal Colleges,  the  Agricultural  Library  at  Jamaica 
Plains,  and  the  Laboratory  Libraries.  The  class- 
room libraries  ranged  from  200  to  1,500  volumes 
each,  and  were  maintained  at  little  expense  to 
the  general  library.  Special  donations  come  in 
for  these  special  libraries.  Advanced  students 
have  keys,  and  the  privilege  is  very  rarely  abused. 
Books  sometimes  disappear,  but  are  seldom  lost. 


The  culprits  are  generally  among  the  professors. 
The  volumes  in  these  libraries  are  duplicates  of 
books  in  the  general  library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  voUd^  that  it  is  the 
sentiment  of  this  meeting  that  at  the  next  confer- 
ence of  the  Association  a  College  Library  Section 
be  organized.    Adjourned. 

C:  Alex.  Nelson,  Suretaty, 


SOCIAL  FEATURES. 


The  social  feature  of  the  conference  began,  for 
those  who  came  h'pm  the  East,  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. May  6,  when  a  happy  party,  numbering  twenty- 
two,  left  Boston,  meeting  at  Worcester  others  who 
had  come  from  that  city  and  from  Providence,  and 
finding  at  New  York  the  *•  accessions  "  from  that 
dty  and  from  Albany.  The  two  special  Pullmans 
were  waiting  at  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  depot  in 
Jersey  City  at  half-past  four,  and  were  soon  nearly 
filled  by  the  A.  L.  A.  Party.  There  were  one  or 
two  more  accessions  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  next 
day,  after  the  picturesque  scener}'  of  the  mountain 
region  of  Maryland  had  been  enjoyed  and  Cincin- 
nati reached,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whelpley  and  others 
from  the  near  West  joined  the  party,  which  num- 
bered forty-five  when  they  reached  St.  Louis, 
Friday  morning  at  7.30.  Thanks  to  Mr.  David- 
son's admirable  arrangements,  for  which  all  the 
party  gave  praise  daily  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  trip,  everything  went  smoothly,  with 
absolutely  no  thought  or  care  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers. The  only  mishap  was  some  slight  accident 
to  the  car  *'  Eurasia,"  in  the  yards  at  Cincinnati, 
while  the  party  were  outside  at  supper,  which  com* 
pelled  a  sudden  shifting  of  baggage  into  the  new 
traveling  home  provided  for  its  inhabitants. 

The  arrangements  for  rooms  at  the  Southern 
Hotel,  St  Louis,  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  save 
that  some  of  the  party  having  the  better  rooms 
were  obliged  to  pay  full  rates  without  reduction. 
The  hotel  served  admirably  as  a  headquarters, 
except  that  the  large  parlor  which  was  given  up 
for  the  meetings  of  the  Association  proved  difficult 
to  speak  in,  because  of  what  was  otherwise  a  virtue 
much  appreciated  during  the  warm  weather  of  the 
week  —  its  wealth  of  windows  and  doors.  Every- 
thing about  the  house  was  pleasant  and  enjoyable, 
and  it  was  a  happy  family  indeed  which  spent 
there  the  better  part  of  a  week  always  to  be  re- 


membered for  its  continuous  red-letter  days.  Very 
nearly  a  hundred  people  were  quartered  at  the 
hotel,  a  few  of  the  visiting  members  being  the 
guests  of  friends  in  the  city. 

The  social  features  began  at  once  after  the  open- 
ing session  on  Wednesday,  May  8,  when  at  noon  a 
committee  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  waited 
upon  the  Association  and  conducted  a  number  of 
the  members,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  the  floor  of 
that  great  commercial  institution  where  the  bulls 
and  bears  of  St.  Louis  toss  each  other  about  in 
the  pit.  The  afternoon  was  given  up  chiefly  to  a 
visit  to  the  libraries ;  first,  to  the  St.  Louis  Public 
Library,  where  our  host-in-chief,  Mr.  Crunden,  and 
his  assistants  made  every  one  most  welcome,  Mr. 
Crunden  explaining  in  general,  in  a  little  introduc- 
tory speech,  and  his  assistants  answering  all  the 
questions  about  details  which  the  most  inquisitive 
visitor  could  put.  From  there  the  party  drifted 
along  in  groups  to  the  new  Mercantile  Library 
Building,  and  were  taken  to  the  library  rooms  at 
the  top  of  the  building  in  the  convenient  and 
beautiful  elevator,  the  attractiveness  of  which  was 
a  foretaste  of  the  beautiful  rooms  above.  Regret 
was  universally  expressed  that  Mr.  Dyer,  to  whose 
admirable  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Socie- 
ty the  success  of  this  building  was  largely  due, 
was  still  so  ill  at  his  home  that  the  visitors  were 
deprived  altogether  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him 
and  of  thanking  him  for  his  share  in  their  enter- 
tainment. It  was  conceded  on  all  sides  that  for  a 
library  of  its  type  there  could  be  no  fitter  housing 
than  is  given  the  Mercantile  on  the  top  floor  of  its 
new  building.  The  elevation  gives  fine  light  and 
air,  and  the  fact  that  the  rooms  are  at  the  top  of 
the  building  gives  the  stack-room  the  benefit  of 
over-light  also.  The  whole  of  the  top  floor  b 
occupied  by  the  library,  the  elevator  landing  visit- 
ors in  a  delightful  delivery-room,  which  opens  on 
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one  side  into  an  exquisitely  beautiful  and  perfectly 
fitted  reading-room — in  which  it  is  a  delight  to 
exist,  let  alone  to  read, — and  in  another  direction, 
back  of  the  delivery  desk,  into  the  fine  stack-room 
and  administrative  offices.  Perhaps  the  feature 
which  proved  the  most  interesting  was  a  special 
study-room,  which  was  caged  off,  so  to  speak,  from 
one  end  of  the  stack-room,  opening  into  it  and 
into  the  main  reading-room  by  lock  doors.  Here 
was  every  convenience  the  special  student  might 
desire  and  he  could  read  such  books  as  he  might 
need  in  uninterrupted  peace  and  quiet.  The  library 
rooms  were  fitted  throughout  with  the  most  im- 
proved devices,  many  of  them  devised  for  this 
library — as,  for  instance,  the  porcelain-covered 
bricks  which  were  used  as  book  supports  on  the 
shelves  and  the  individual  newspaper  desk-racks 
which  could  be  rolled  noiselessly  from  place  to 
place  in  the  reading-room  —  while  the  use  of  brass 
ornamentation,  etc.,  produced  an  unusually  rich 
ornamental  effect. 

Wednesday  evening  a  reception  was  given  to 
the  members  of  the  Association  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  Catlin,  the  happy  possessors  of  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  residences  on  that  most  beautiful 
of  St.  Louis  streets,  Vandeverter  Place.  The 
company  was  delightfully  entertained,  and  was 
especially  interested  in  the  private  art  gallery, 
with'  its  wealth  of  modem  paintings,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  notable  features  of  the  house.  Car- 
riages were  provided  at  the  hotel  for  the  visit  to 
the  house  and  the  return,  and  this  particular  even- 
ing proved  a  happy  prophecy  of  the  social  atten- 
tions which  were  lavished  on  the  visitors  through- 
out their  stay. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  the  feature  was  a  drive 
to  the  Parks  and  the  suburbs,  for  which  carriages 
were  again  provided  by  the  liberality  of  the  St. 
Louis  hosts  for  nearly  a  hundred  people.  Tower 
Hill  Park  and  Forest  Park  were  both  visited,  and 
a  happy  incident  was  a  walk  through  the  Botanical 
Gardens,  said  to  be  the  finest  in  this  country,  given 
by  Mr.  Henry  Shaw  to  St.  Louis ;  the  venerable 
donor,  now  over  eighty,  receiving  a  number  of  the 
party  in  the  house  which  he  still  occupies  on  the 
grounds.  This  episode  gave  additional  delight  in 
a  delightful  day. 

Thursday  evening  was  simply  crowded  with 
events.  At  8.30  a  public  meeting  was  held  at 
Memorial  Hall,  in  the  Art  Museum,  at  which  Pres 
ident  Cutter  presided,  and  addresses  on  library 
needs  were  made  to  an  audience  made  up  of  St. 
Louis  people  and  members  of  the  Association,  by 
Prof.  Winsor,  W.  F.  Poole,  Mr.  Green,  and  Mr. 


Dewey,  and  also  Mr.  Crunden,  Mr.  Judson,  Presi- 
dent of  the  St.  Louis  School  Board,  and  others  of 
St.  Louis.  It  was  hoped  that  the  result  of  the 
addresses  would  be  to  emphasize  to  the  St.  Louis 
people  the  importance  of  their  libraries,  and  the 
need  of  doing  everything  possible  to  support  and 
extend  their  work.  An  informal  reception  in  the 
Art  Galleries  in  the  same  building  followed,  giving 
the  visitors  only  enough  time  to  take  a  fair  look 
at  the  art  treasures  collected  in  St.  Louis,  before 
the  hour  came  for  the  collation  at  the  Mercantile 
Club.  The  several  clubs  of  St.  Louis— the  Uni- 
versity Club,  the  St.  Louis  Club,  etc — had  offered 
hospitality  to  the  masculine  visitors,  by  extending 
to  them  temporary  membership  during  their  stay 
in  St.  Louis;  but  the  Mercantile  Club  did  even 
more  in  extending  to  both  ladies  and  gentlemen 
a  most  charming  hospitality.  This  is  the  "  down 
town''  dub  of  St  Louis,  and  its  building  is 
only  a  few  blocks  from  the  hotel  region.  The 
visitors  found  the  dining-rooms  of  the  club  beauti- 
fully decorated,  and  soon  after  11  o'clock  seated 
themselves  at  the  many  small  and  cosy  tables,  at 
which  a  delightful  course  supper  was  served. 
Judge  Breckenridge,  the  President  of  the  club, 
presided,  and  welcomed  the  visitors,  after  the 
supper,  in  a  charming  little  speech,  which  was 
followed  by  very  brief  speeches  by  Mr.  Soule, — 
who  acted  as  toast-master  at  Mr.  Breckenridge's 
request, —  Mr.  Bowker,  Dr.  Steiner  of  Baltimore, 
Mr.  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Crunden.  The  party 
returned  to  the  hotel  considerably  after  midnight, 
feeling  that  the  record  of  the  day's  work  and 
pleasure  was  remarkable,  even  for  such  busy  peo- 
ple as  librarians  always  are. 

Friday  was  devoted  more  steadily  to  business, 
notwithstanding  the  dissipation  of  the  night 
before,  than  any  previous  day,  with  continuous 
sessions  both  forenoon  and  afternoon ;  but  in  the 
evenmg  the  company  were  again  the  g^uests  of 
their  St.  Louis  hosts,  who  had  provided  100  seats 
at  the  German  Opera  on  the  fashionable  evening 
of  the  week.  With  wise  forethought,  instead  of 
massing  the  librarians  together  in  a  body  as  a  ca- 
riosity for  the  St.  Louis  people  to  gaze  at,  they  had 
provided  seats  in  groups  of  two  or  more  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  building,  and  the  visitors  were 
therefore  able  to  enjoy  "  Die  Meistersanger  "  with- 
out the  unpleasantness  of  notoriety. 

On  Saturday,  after  the  closing  session  of  the 
conference,  which  occupied  the  morning,  carriages 
were  again  provided  by  the  St.  Louis  committee 
for  a  visit  to  the  great  Anheuser-Busch  Brewery, 
which  vies  with  the  Milwaukee  Brewery  in  provid- 
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ing  the  world  at  large  with  more  beer  than  any  other 
one  establishment.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Busch, 
his  representative  received  the  visitors  with  great 
cordiality,  and  gave  every  facility  for  investigating 
this  mammoth  establishment,  with  frequent  bibu- 
latory  intervals.  His  speech  of  welcome  was 
reqxmded  to  by  President  Cutter,  after  which  the 
braver  spirits  who  ventured  to  inspect  the  cold 
storage  cellars  departed  into  their  mysterious  per- 
spective, and  the  others  took  carriages  back  to  the 
hotel.  The  inspectors,  however,  returned  in  safety 
in  time  to  be  ready  to  start  South,  or  in  their 
home  directions,  that  evening. 

The  Arrangement  and  Reception  Committee 
included,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Crunden,  Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zevely,  State  Librarian  of  Missouri,  and 
Mr.  Chas.  Claflin  Allen,  who  acted  as  representa- 
tive of  the  St.  Louis  Law  Library,  the  following 
well-known  citizens  of  St  Louis :   Messrs.  John  R^ 


Lionberger,  B.  B.  Graham,  Henry  Stanley,  Wm. 
L.  Scott,  Geo.  D.  Markham,  D.  D.  Dozier,  O.  L. 
Whitelaw,  C.  W.  Barstow,  I.  H.  Lionberger,  F.  N. 
Judson,  and  Chas.  A.  Kendrick.  To  them  and  to 
other  citizens  of  the  Mound  City  the  American 
Library  Association  are  indebted  for  an  unbounded 
hospitality,  which  made  their  stay  a  delight  from 
beginning  to  end. 

The  St.  Louis  papers  gave  fairly  full  reports  of 
the  proceedings,  and  the  Republic  accompanied 
them  with  outline  portraits  of  leading  librarians ; 
in  large  measure,  however,  those  of  members  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  not  present.  These  were  not  always 
recognizable,  either  to  the  victims  or  their  friends ; 
and  a  climax  in  the  art  of  how  not  to  do  it  was 
reached  when  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Nelson  did  double 
duty  in  the  same  issue,  as  representing  two  dis- 
tinct members. 


THE  POST-CONFERENCE  EXCURSION.— FROM   ST.  LOUIS   TO 

NASHVILLE. 


On  Saturday  the  time  of  the  members  was 
largely  occupied  with  leave-taking,  on  the  part  of 
old  friends  meeting  again  or  new  friends  pleas- 
antly made  during  the  week,  before  they  started, 
some  North,  some  West,  a  few  returning  to  the 
East  directly  without  the  intervening  Southern 
trip.  Shortly  after  seven  the  Post-Conference 
Excursion  party,  twenty-eight  in  number,  left  the 
hotel  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Davidson,  and 
their  New  Orleans  host,  Mr.  Nelson.  They  found 
at  the  Union  depot  the  special  Pullman  car,  which, 
after  crossing  the  great  bridge,  took  them,  via  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad,  to  Memphis,  which  was 
reached  at  9  o'clock  Sunday  morning.  Here  they 
were  met  by  Mr.  Flanagan,  the  Librarian  of  the 
Law  Library  at  Memphis,  and  after  breakfast  at 
the  Peabody  House  the  morning  was  used  to  see 
what  was  to  be  seen  in  that  representative  South- 
em  dty.  Meanwhile  the  Anchor  Line  boat 
'*  Baton  Rouge,"  which  had  arrived  at  Memphis  in 
the  early  morning,  had  been  instructed  by  telegraph 
to  wait  the  party.  They  were  scheduled  to  leave 
at  5x>o  p.  M.,  but  it  was  found  that  much  time 
could  be  saved  by  dining  on  the  boat  and  making 
a  start  at  i  o'clock,  the  only  obstacle  in  the  way 
being  the  persistent  absence  of  one  member  of  the 
party  who  had  failed  to  obtain  a  realizing  sense  of 
the  change  of  plan.  The  boat  was  cast  loose  from 
the  dock,  and  had  fairly  started  on  its  journey 


down  the  river,  when  the  soft-hearted  Captain 
offered  a  last  chance  to  find  the  errant  member, 
and  Mr.  Davidson,  leaping  ashore  in  the  most 
gallant  manner,  as  the  Captain  "ran  her  nozzle 
agin  the  bank,"  rushed  up  to  the  hotel,  found  the 
missing  member  quietly  eating  his  dinner  at  the 
Peabody  House,  and  hauled  "the  last  galoot 
aboard "  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  interested  pas- 
sengers. 

The  sail  down  the  Mississippi  was  one  never 
to  be  forgotten.  The  boat,  one  of  the  finest  on 
the  Mississippi,  was  spacious  and  comfortable; 
and  the  A.  L.  A.  party  were  nearly  in  full  posses- 
sion, the  other  passengers  being  few.  For  four 
days,  until  Thursday  afternoon,  the  boat  glided 
quietly  down  the  Father  of  Waters  with  almost 
imperceptible  motion,  except  at  meal  times,  when, 
in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  all  boats,  large 
or  small,  river  or  ocean,  the  cups  of  coffee  and 
glasses  of  Apollonaris  would  get  a  lively  shaking 
up.  The  "book-keepers,"  as  the  St.  Louis  news- 
papers persistently  called  their  visitors,  were  much 
interested  to  hear  the  familiar  cry  of  "Mark 
twain  I"  as  the  deck  hands  took  soundings,  but 
this  was  the  only  literary  reminiscence  of  the 
delightfully  lazy  four  days.  One  member  of  the 
party  carried  a  copy  of  Cable's  "  Old  Creole  Days," 
and  another  a  guide  to  New  Orleans,  and  this  was 
about  all  the  literature  the  party  possessed.    The 
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librarianA  did  not  read,  and  therefore,  with  the 
exception  above  noted,  were  not  lost. 

There  were  no  stops  until  the  party  reached 
Natchez,  but  from  that  down  some  sixty  landings 
here  and  there  along  the  levee  gave  opportunity  to 
become  practically  acquainted  with  the  shore. 
The  journey  was  at  the  time  of  full  moon,  which 
made  the  evenings  all  the  more  delightful;  and 
the  picturesqueness  of  the  night  journey,  espe- 
cially as  the  steamer  threw  out  the  long  beam  of 
light  from  her  electric  search-light,  found  the 
mysterious  landing  on  the  shore,  and  rounded  up 
to  it  with  the  accuracy  of  a  mountain  stage  driver 
meeting  a  passing  train,  was  something  long  to  be 
remembered. 

On  Wednesday  the  steamer  reached  Baton 
Rouge,  where  a  stop  was  made  long  enough  to  en- 
able the  party  to  visit  the  State  Capitol  and  take  a 
drive  through  the  solid  dust  of  Baton  Rouge  streets, 
returning  to  the  boat  with  more  of  the  sacred  soil 
than  they  had  ever  swallowed  or  carried  before  in 
their  lives.  At  last,  about  5  o'clock  on  Thursday, 
the  plantation  houses  became  thicker  and  merged 
at  last  in  the  increasing  evidences  of  city  life. 
The  **  Baton  Rouge  "  hauled  up  at  the  levee,  and 
the  party,  almost  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  Captain 
Bixby  and  his  associates,  left  the  boat  and  found 
their  way  to  the  St.  Charles  Hotel.  Previously  at 
an  informal  meeting,  after  the  party  had  been 
'*kodacked  '*  by  Photog^pher  Hayes,  resolutions 
of  thanks  to  the  Captain  and  hb  associates,  for 
their  constant  care  for  our  comfort  and  enjoyment, 
were  passed,  as  prepared  by  Prof.  Winsor,  Dr. 
Nolan,  and  Mr.  Thwaites,  the  committee. 

The  first  evening  in  New  Orleans  was  pleasantly 
spent  in  an  informal  visit  to  the  new  and  beautiful 
building  of  the  Howard  Memorial  Library,  where 
the  party  were  received  by  Mr.  Nelson  and  his 
assistants.  The  building  is  admirably  situated, 
and  is  a  most  characteristic  piece  of  Richardsonian 
architecture,  although  it  was  the  general  comment 
that  the  design  was  perhaps  better  suited  to  a 
small  Northern  town  than  to  a  growing  city  in  the 
South  like  New  Orleans.  The  edifice  is  extremely 
massive  in  design  and  solidly  built,  and  no  expense 
has  been  spared  in  its  construction  to  make  the 
details  of  the  work  worthy  the  general  plan. 
Contrary  to  the  general  impression,  the  light  was 
found  to  be  admirable,  a  row  of  upper  windows  — 
which  was  not  shown  in  the  original  drawing  in 
the  Library  Journal  —  and  the  fine  end  window 
filling  the  place  with  light,  as  became  apparent  on 
later  inspection  by  day.  The  reading-room,  occu- 
pjring  one  end  of    the  building,  was  especially 


admired,  although  its  great  round  tables,  which 
formed  so  striking  a  feature,  were  thought  by  some 
to  be  rather  large  for  practical  purposes. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  first  order  of  the  day 
was  a  visit  to  Tulane  University,  where  the  State 
Library  of  Louisiana  is  at  present  housed,  and 
where  is  also  the  interesting  Fisk  Free  Library 
and  Reading-Room,  as  well  as  the  library  proper 
of  the  university.  In  the  Museum  building  the 
party  was  cordially  received  by  President  William 
Preston  Johnston,  the  head  of  the  university, 
who  also  accompanied  the  party  to  the  Manual 
Training  School,  connected  with  the  university, — 
a  most  significant  factor  in  the  new  educational 
policy  at  the  South,  in  which  the  university 
authorities  take  a  justifiable  pride.  After  that 
followed  visits  to  the  City  Library  in  the  City 
Hall,  including  the  old  collection  of  French  books, 
and  to  other  public  buildings  of  interest.  At 
noon  the  party,  by  invitation,  visited  the  Cotton 
Exchange  at  the  time  of  the  "call,**  and  also 
surveyed  New  Orleans  from  its  lofty  roof.  In 
the  late  afternoon  an  expedition  was  made  to  City 
Park  and  *'The  Oaks,**  the  site  of  the  Cotton  Ex- 
position of  a  few  years  since,  where  the  interesting 
Horticultural  Hall  remains  as  a  memorial  of  that 
exhibition.  The  evening  was  occupied  with  the 
promenade  concert  and  reception  tendered  visit- 
ing members  of  the  American  Library  Association 
by  the  New  Jockey  Club,  of  New  Orleans,  whose 
fine  grounds,  two  miles  out  from  the  town,  were 
brilliantly  illuminated  and  crowded  with  the 
citizenry,  masculine  and  feminine,  of  the  Crescent 
City.  To  Mr.  Connel,  Mr.  Miltenburger,  and  Mr. 
Pollock  the  Association  is  especially  indebted  for 
this  hospitality. 

Saturday  morning  was  given  for  the  most  part 
to  a  visit  to  the  old  French  quarter,  the  scene  of 
Cable's  stories  and  of  the  romance  generally  of 
old  New  Orleans.  This  visit  was  made  in  small 
groups  instead  of  in  a  body.  Most  of  the  houses 
so  closely  described  by  Mr.  Cable  are  still  stand- 
ing, although  a  few  have  been  swept  away  in  the 
last  few  years  by  the  floods  of  time,  as  relentless 
as  those  of  the  Mississippi.  At  noon  a  number 
of  the  party  called  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Jones,  who 
showed  a  most  interesting  collection  of  the  relics 
of  the  Mound  Builders  and  other  things  of  special 
value,  and  later  a  brief  visit  was  made  to  the 
rooms  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  In  the  afternoon 
an  excursion  to  the  battle-field  of  Chalmette  was 
made  by  wagonette,  and  there  Professor  Winsor 
gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  illustrated  impromptu  by  a  sketch  map 
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on  the  gravel  walk  of  the  National  Cemetery. 
The  evening  was  occupied  by  the  dinner  given  at 
the  famous  Moreau  restaurant  to  the  visiting 
librarians  by  Mr.  Howard,  the  President  of  the 
Howard  Memorial  Library.  The  recent  death  of 
a  relative  caused  him  to  make  Mr.  Nelson  his 
proxy  as  host,  none  of  the  other  trustees  appar- 
ently being  brave  enough  to  face  so  many 
strangers.  The  proxy  host  acquitted  himself 
admirably,  except  that  he  insisted  on  speeches 
from  all  the  masculine  members  present,  and  did 
his  wicked  best  to  compel  the  ladies  also  to  make 
themselves  heard.  The  dinner  was  a  character- 
istically Southern  one ;  and  the  menu,  as  well  as 
the  good  company  of  each  other,  was  much 
enjojred  by  aU. 

Sunday  was  scarcely  a  day  of  rest;  for,  notwith- 
standiiig  the  dissipation  of  the  evening  before, 
most  of  the  visitors  roused  themselves  or  were 
roused  to  visit  the  French  market  at  the  unrestful 
hour  of  6  o'clock  in  the  morning.  This,  it  must 
be  confessed,  was  not  so  enjoyable  as  most  of  the 
excursions;  but  the  visitors  solaced  themselves 
by  attendance  at  the  picturesque  French  Cathe- 
dral and  a  further  stroll  through  the  French 
quarter,  and  finally  by  a  good  breakfast  at  the 
St.  Charles.  In  the  forenoon  two  members  of 
the  party,  Mr.  Jenks  and  Dr.  Vinton,  occupied 
New  Orleans  pulpits,  and  the  other  members 
scattered  themselves  in  the  pews  of  the  various 
churches.  In  the  late  afternoon  a  visit  was  made 
by  train  to  the  Metairie  Ridge  Cemetery,  and  the 
evening  was  spent  at  the  West  End,  Lake  Pon- 
chartrain,  at  the  ''opening  of  the  season "  there. 

On    Monday  morning   the   resolution  of  the 


party  was  again  put  to  the  test,  for  breakfast  at 
6.30  and  an  early  start  for  Mobile  was  the  order 
of  the  day.  At  7.30  the  party  took  possession  of 
the  special  car  which  had  been  sent  to  New 
Orleans  to  meet  them,  and  which  was  to  be  their 
home  for  the  remainder  of  the  trip.  After  a 
pleasant  sea-coast  ride,  Mobile  was  reached  shortly 
before  noon ;  and  here  the  librarians  were  unex- 
pectedly met  on  the  platform  by  the  Hon.  F :  G : 
Bromberg,  ex-member  of  Congress,  a  classmate 
of  Mr.  Green  at  Harvard,  Mr.  Hannis  Taylor, 
and  Miss  Moses,  Librarian  of  the  Circulating 
Library  at  Mobile.  The  Battle  House  was  made 
headquarters  for  the  day.  A  charming  outing 
had  been  planned  by  the  Mobile  hosts,  consisting 
of  an  excursion  to  Spring  Hill,  six  or  seven  miles 
out  from  the  city,  a  visit  to  the  Jesuit  College  near 
by,  with  its  interesting  library,  etc  The  ride  out 
by  the  dummy  road,  under  the  personal  charge  of 
Mr.  Warren,  the  proprietor  of  the  road,  who 
declined  all  legal  tender  except  thsmks  for  the 
trip,  was  uneiq)ectedly  delightful,  and  at  the 
college  and  elsewhere  every  hospitality  was  shown, 
the  band  of  the  college  boys  giving  the  visitors 
some  pleasant  music  before  they  departed.  On 
the  way  back  a  brief  visit  was  made  to  the  beauti- 
ful home  of  Mrs.  Augusta  Evans  Wilson,  the 
author  of  "St  Ehno"  and  •'Beulah,"  who  wel- 
comed her  guests  in  the  most  charming  manner. 
After  a  delightful  supper,  given  at  the  leading 
Mobile  restaurant  by  Mr.  Bromberg  and  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  special  car  was  attached  to  the  train 
leaving  at  7.37,  and  Nashville  was  reached  Tues- 
day forenoon,  after  breakfast  at  Decatur,  Ala. 


FROM  NASHVILLE  TO  CINCINNATI. 

BY  MISS  EULORA  MILLER,   LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  PRATT  INSTITUTE,   BROOKLYN,   N.  Y. 


Arrived  in  Nashville  the  librarians  at  once 
repaired  to  the  Maxwell  House,  where  they  were 
to  be  head-quartered  for  the  day,  and  where,  after 
a  little  preliminary  sprucing  up,  they  partook  of 
a  midday  dinner  preparatory  to  the  afternoon's 
sight-seeing. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Green  had  brought  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction to  Prof.  Goodman,  Secretary  of  the  local 
committee  of  the  National  Educational  Associa- 
tion, and  the  latter  kindly  interested  himself  in 
planning  an  agreeable  program  for  the  visitors. 

Dinner  over,  the  party  took  carriages  for  a 


charming  drive  which  occupied  the  entire  after- 
noon, and  took  in  Nashville  and  the  beautiful 
country  surrounding  it.  They  were  first  driven 
through  the  grounds  of  the  Vanderbilt  University, 
and  then  the  carriages  headed  for  Belle  Meade, 
several  miles  distant  from  the  dty,  and  the  crown- 
ing point  of  interest  in  the  afternoon's  excursion. 
The  drive  to  this  farm  takes  one  through  a  coun- 
try which  loqks  fairly  exuberant  in  its  air  of  pros- 
perity and  evident  consciousness  of  having  some- 
thing laid  up  for  a  rainy  day ;  and  indeed  Nashville 
itself  has  the  same  well-kept,  thriving  appearance. 
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Belle  Meade  is  one  of  the  largest  stock  farms 
in  the  South.  It  covers  5300  acres,  and  is  a  fitting 
terminus  to  the  beautiful  drive  which  leads  to  it. 
Here  the  visitors  were  met  by  Gen.  W.  H. 
Jackson,  the  owner  of  the  farm,  and  conducted 
through  the  various  buildings  in  which  they  were 
privileged  to  see  the  finest  stock  upon  the  place. 
Dozens  of  beautiful  horses  were  led  out  by  the 
grooms  for  the  inspection  of  the  delighted  libra- 
rians, one  of  whom  had  had  the  forethought,  upon 
leaving  the  hotel,  to  fill  her  pockets  with  lumps  of 
sugar  which  she  distributed  with  lavish  hand 
among  the  yearlings.  Gen.  Jackson  informed 
his  guests  that  he  no  longer  attempted  to  name 
the  young  horses,  but  resorted  now  to  the  simple 
expedient  of  assigning  them  an  accession  number. 
His  former  practice  had  been  to  select  a  name 
beginning  with  the  same  initial  as  that  of  the  sire ; 
but  having  once  puzzled  for  forty-eight  hours  for 
a  suitable  name  for  a  daughter  of  '* Enquirer" 
and  having  settled  upon  "  Edelweiss,"  he  was  so 
disgusted  to  learn  that  the  man  who  bought  this 
horse  had  afterwards  adopted  for  her  the  unro- 
mantic  pseudonym  of  "Lovely  Jen,"  that  he 
had  never  since  had  the  courage  to  name  another 
horse. 

The  party  made  calls  upon  "  Lute  Blackburn  " 
and  **  Enquirer  "  each  of  whom  has  a  stable  and 
lot  of  his  own  and  a  special  groom.  After  per- 
forming this  ceremony  and  extending  many  thanks 
to  Gen.  Jackson  for  his  kindness,  the  carriages 
were  resumed  for  a  drive  over  the  shady  deer  park 
belonging  to  the  farm,  through  which  and  to  the 
outer  gate  they  were  closely  accompanied  by  a 
dense  swarm  of  little  darkies  belonging  to  the 
place.  They  kept  close  to  the  wheeb  and  almost 
under  the  horse's  feet  in  delightful  anticipation 
of  the  shower  of  •*  nickels  "  which  they  expected 
as  a  farewell  from  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles, 
and  in  which  they  were  not  disappointed.  As 
each  carriage  passed  out  there  vras  a  lively  and 
indiscriminate  scramble  in  the  crowd  about  the 
gate,  the  victors  emerging  triumphant  from  the 
heap  with  their  spoils,  and  the  defeated  alert  for 
the  next  chance. 

After  arriving  in  the  city  on  the  drive  back  to 
the  hotel,  it  was  found  that  the  gentlemen  escort- 
ing the  party  had  planned  a  call  upon  Mrs.  James 
K.  Polk  at  the  family  residence,  in  the  grounds  of 
which  is  the  tomb  of  the  ex-president.  Mrs.  Polk 
received  the  callers  in  the  parlor,  in  the  furniture 
and  appointments  of  which,  it  is  said,  she  has  not 
allowed  the  slightest  change  to  be  made  since  the 
president's  death.    The  ceremony  of  introduction 


was  performed  by  Gen.  Thurston,  the  son-in-law 
of  Mrs.  Polk.  The  call  vras  necessarily  brief  as 
the  afternoon  was  gone. 

The  wise  forethought  of  Mr.  Davidson  had 
provided  that  the  special  car  conveying  his 
"troupe,"  as  the  railroad  officials  frequently 
designated  his  library  tourists,  should  be  side- 
tracked upon  its  arrival  in  Chattanooga  in  the 
middle  of  the  night;  and  here  the  librarians 
calmly  slept  till  morning,  when  each  consulted 
his  own  sweet  will  —  or  slumbers  —  as  to  his  hour 
of  greeting  the  lark,  and  where  toilets  could  be 
made  in  leisure  and  equilibrium  without  the  dis- 
comfort of  being  knocked  about  from  pillow  to 
post.  It  was  also  a  great  convenience  to  the  trav- 
elers to  have  as  they  did,  throughout  the  trip,  an 
abiding  place  for  their  chattels,  where  satchels, 
umbrellas,  "boxes,  portmanteaus,  and  bags," 
cameras,  kodaks,  shawl-straps,  and  the  bric-a- 
brac  accumulated  on  the  way  could  be  left,  and 
the  necessity  of  dragging  them  to  and  from  hotels 
frequently  obviated. 

The  members  of  the  party  breakfasted  at  the 
Read  House,  where  the  Southern  journalists  were 
holding  a  convention,  and  where  the  bills  of  fare 
were  neatly  headed  with  the  delicately  suggestive 
quotation,  "Impatience  dries  the  blood  sooner 
than  age  or  sorrow."  One  librarian,  who  was 
evidently  not  intimidated  by  this  timely  warning 
into  placid  submission  to  delay,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  inscribing  an  additional  sentiment 
upon  the  menu:  "They  also  serve  who  only  stand 
and  wait."  The  impressions  of  the  Read  House 
carried  away  by  Mr.  Davidson's  party,  however, 
were  certainly  entirely  pleasant,  and  the  formida- 
ble rival  of  "  age  and  sorrow  "  had  little  occasion  to 
boast  a  conquest  so  far  as  they  were  concerned. 

After  breakfast  came  the  trip  up  Lookout 
Mountain  by  steam  car,  under  the  leadership  of 
Major  G.  C.  Connor,  of  Chattanooga,  whose 
sallies  of  wit  and  the  unexpectedness  of  whose 
remarks  entertained  the  whole  party  throughout  the 
day  which  he  very  kindly  devoted  to  the  librarians. 
Major  Connor  was  acknowledged  to  be  an  emi- 
nently-successful escort  and  guide,  and  laid  up 
for  himself  a  treasure  of  pleasant  recollections  of 
his  kindness  in  the  minds  of  his  visitors. 

Upon  the  mountain  the  group  had  a  photograph 
taken  according  to  the  conventional  custom  of 
tourists  to  the  spot. 

After  descending  the  mountain  the  party  dined, 
and  then  a  number  of  them  made  a  visit  to 
Stanleyville,  a  negro  settlement  a  few  miles  out 
of  the  city  in  which  there  is  not  a  single  white 


Digitized  by 


Google 


POST-CONFERENCE  EXCURSION. 


155 


resident.    Others  drove  to  Cameron  Hill,  where 
a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding  country  is  to  be  bad. 

The  joke-collector  of  the  company  who  recorded 
in  his  journal  from  day  to  day  the  bon  mots^  per- 
siflage, badinage,  and  repartee  of  the  party  under 
the  title  of  "  nugae,"  facetiously  entered  up  the 
gleanings  of  this  particular  day  under  the  heading 
*'Chattanugae,"  which  he  displayed  with  consid- 
erable pride. 

In  addition  to  the  scintillations  of  wit  constantly 
emanating  from  the  exuberant  bibliosophs,  there 
was  also  manifested  in  some  of  them  an  unquench- 
able poetic  genius  which  from  time  to  time  broke 
forth  into  verse.  On  the  steamer  the  disturbed 
equilibrium  of  the  contents  of  his  teacup  had 
inspired  in  one  poet  a  production  beginning : «-  . 
'*  Break.  breaV,  break, 

O'er  the  edge  of  thy  cup,  O  tea ! " 

and  mournfully  ending :  — 

"  Break,  break,  break, 

All  over  the  lunch  for  three ; 
But  the  tender  chop  that  was  ordered  up 
Will  never  be  served  for  me." 

On  another  occasion,  to  while  away  the  time  as 
the  train  was  speeding  along,  a  prominent  Boston 
gentleman  was  playing  with  a  few  of  his  fellow- 
travelers  the  intellectual  game  of  Crambo,  in 
which  he  drew  from  the  hat  the  word  *'  St.  Louis,'* 
and  the  question,  "  What  is  the  Dewey  classifica- 
tion ?  "  With  the  true  poetic  instinct  and  a  spon- 
taneity that  comes  only  from  inspiration  he  pro- 
duced upon  the  spur  of  the  moment  the  required 
verse  in  the  following  words :  — 

**  Now  what  I  have  got  to  do  is,— 
In  answering  thu,  get  in  St  Louts. 
But  I'd  rather  call  it  St.  Louis, 
And  refer  the  question  to  Dewey." 

There  was  even  an  A.  L.  A.  cooperative  poem 
produced,  and  that  during  a  few  hours  ride,  but  it 
is  too  long  for  insertion  here. 

The  excursionists  arrived  at  Glasgow  Junction 
the  next  morning  shortly  after  nine  o'clock,  and 
were  there  served  with  an  appetizing  breakfast. 
By  the  forethought  of  Mr.  Bowker,  who  had  pre- 
ceded the  party  a  day  or  two,  having  been  obliged 
to  leave  them  at  Nashville  and  hasten  to  meet  a 
business  engagement  in  New  York,  arrangements 
had  been  made  that  the  librarians  should  be 
served  upon  th^  cars  with  a  copious  supply  of 
lasdoUs  strawberries  and  cream,  in  case  anything 
should  happen  to  prevent  their  breakfasting  at 
Glasgow  Junction,  as  he  had  advised  them  by 
telegram  to  do. 
■  There  was  time  here,  however,  for  a  leisurely 


breakfast,  including  the  strawberries,  after  which 
ensued  a  raid  upon  the  trunks  on  the  platform  at 
the  station,  the  unearthing  of  various  articles  of 
apparel,  such  as  heavy  shoes,  gossamers,  and 
goloshes,  supposed  to  be  suitable  for  the  coming 
trip  through  the  cave,  and  a  subsequent  retire- 
ment into  the  sleeper  for  the  purpose  of  riggpng 
out  in  these  garments. 

The  private  car  was  then  attached  to  an  engine, 
and  taken  to  the  Mammoth  Cave,  about  nine  miles 
distant.  Here,  after  securing  the  proper  guides, 
and  the  gentlemen  being  furnished  all  around 
with  smoky,  open  lanterns,  the  party  filed  one  by 
one  in  solemn  march  into  the  cave. 

The  descent  into  Avemus  proved  comparatively 
easy,  and  once  inside  the  temperature  was  found 
to  be  so  agpreeable  that  all  wraps  were  dispensed 
with  and  left  in  a  heap  in  the  ante-chamber.  The 
ground  also  was  so  dry  that  no  rubber  shoes  were 
needed. 

The  guide,  who  informed  his  admiring  followers 
that  he  had  been  in  the  business  seventeen  years, 
enlivened  the  occasion  by  an  inexhaustible  volley 
of  facetiae  which  he  had  doubtless  been  accumula- 
ting from  infancy.  His  joking  proclivities,  taken 
in  connection  with  his  subsequently  displayed 
powers  of  ventriloquism,  identify  him  pretty 
closely  as  the  William  Garvin  mentioned  in 
Hovey*s  "  Celebrated  American  caverns."  He  was 
a  man  of  methodical  habits,  and  when  a  cus- 
tomary joke  was  due  at  any  given  place  in  his 
descriptive  remarks,  it  was  delivered  regardless  of 
interruptions  or  side  issues.  It  was  evidently  his 
time-honored  habit  after  announcing  **  This  is  the 
Elephant's  Head,"  to  pause  a  moment  in  which 
some  one  of  his  guileless  listeners  was  sure 
to  inquire:  "Where  is  his  trunk?"  and  then 
to  create  uproarious  mirth  by  responding:  "O, 
that's  been  checked.^^  And  so  when  an  unwary 
librarian  almost  victimized  himself  by  asking: 
"  Where  are  his  tusks  f*  the  reply  came,  "  O,  it 's 
been  checked."  The  guide  must  have  found  the 
enthusiastic  reception  of  this  particular  sally  of 
his  unprecedented. 

The  walk  through  the  cave  covered  nine  miles 
and  lasted  five  hours,  but  was  attended  with 
surprisingly  little  fatigue. 

The  librarians  almost  exhausted  in  this  long 
march  their  repertoire  of  college  and  patriotic 
songs,  but  did  not  perceptibly  lessen  their  fund  of 
good  spirits,  nor  did  they  lose  in  any  degree  their 
keen  zest  for  the  enlivening  repartee  in  which 
they  had  all  been  indulging  together  for  so  many 
days.    In  the  Starry  Chamber  the  guide  seated 
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his  party  on  a  long  row  of  benches,  collected  the 
lanterns,  solemnly  extinguished  every  one,  and 
announcing  that  he  would  '*  return  in  the  morn- 
ing,*' withdrew,  leaving  the  row  of  librarians 
sitting  in  impenetrable  darkness.  In  the  course 
of  about  ten  minutes,  he  electrified  them,  how- 
ever, with  a  weird  scenic  effect  off  at  one  end  of 
the  apartment  in  the  way  of  a  realistic  sunrise 
composed  of  relit  lanterns  and  turpentine  cotton, 
and  accompanied  the  display  by  various  feats  ol 
ventriloquism  in  the  imitation  of  crowing  cocks 
and  barking  dogs,  after  which  he  restored  the 
torches  to  his  guests  and  they  proceeded  to  inspect 
the  bottom  of  the  Bottomless  Pit  before  retracing 
their  steps  to  the  mouth  of  the  cave. 

Supper  was  served  at  the  Mammoth  Cave 
Hotel  upon  reaching  the  surface  of  the  earth 
once  more ;  and  later  in  the  evening  the  pedes- 
trians sought  the  car  and  were  soon  lost  in 
slumber  from  which  they  were  aroused  only  by 
the  announcement  that  they  were  approaching  the 
Queen  City  in  the  grey  dawn  of  the  following 
morning,  and  realized  that  their  car  had  been 
picked  up  in  the  night,  and  that  the  wonderful 
cave  lay  far  behind  them.  Early  as  it  was  when 
the  train  pulled  into  the  station  in  Cincinnati,  Mr. 
Whelpley  was  there,  smilingly  waiting  to  receive 
■the  friends  from  whom  he  had  but  recently  parted 
in  St.  Louis,  and  bearing  a  huge  package  of 
letters  which  had  arrived  for  his  guests  in  his  care, 
and  which  he  distributed  while  exchanging  hasty 
but  cordial  greetings,  and  transferring  the  party 
to  the  omnibuses  which  were  waiting  to  convey 
them  to  the  Grand  Hotel.  Here  they  had  break- 
fast in  a  dining-room  to  themselves,  and  then 
repaired  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  escorted 
by  Mr.  James  A.  Green,  dty  editor  of  the  Times* 
Start  and  one  of  Cincinnati's  best  platform 
lecturers.  From  here  the  party  went  to  the 
Public  Library,  where  they  were  received  with  an 
address  of  welcome  by  the  Hon.  L.  M.  Hadden. 
Mr.  Hadden  and  the  Hon.  Louis  L.  Sadler,  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Public  Library  accom- 
panied the  visitors  throughout  the  day.  Cour- 
tesies were  also  extended  by  the  other  members 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  Mr.  George  Emig, 
Mr.  G.  O.  Deckebach,  Mr.  C.  W.  Whiteley,  Mr. 
H.  H.  Mithoefer,  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Zumstein. 

After  an  inspection  of  the  library  under  Mr. 
Whelpley's  guidance,  the  party,  reinforced  by 
Mrs.  Whelpley  and  Messrs.  Whelpley,  Hadden, 
Sadler,  Merrill,  McCarthy,  and  Smith  were 
treated  to  a  ride  up  the  Mount  Adams  Incline  & 
Elevated  Railway.    Arrived  at  the  top  they  had 


the  delightful  pleasure  of  visiting  the  Art  Museum 
in  response  to  the  invitation  of  Gen.  A.  P. 
Goshom,  Director-General,  and  of  inspecting  the 
Art  School  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  I.  Henry 
Gest,  Curator.  An  hour  here  served  to  give  some 
idea  of  the  treasures  of  art  contained  in  the  mu- 
seum, and  to  provoke  the  admiration  of  the  visit- 
ors for  the  beautiful  building  itself. 

At  the  door  of  the  Art  Museum  a  long  row  of 
carriages  was  in  waiting,  and  the  librarians  were 
driven  with  their  friends  through  Walnut  Hills 
and  Avondale  to  the  famous  Zoological  Gardens, 
the  invitation  to  visit  which  was  extended  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  through  Mr.  Charles  F. 
McLean,  Secretary. 

An  excellent  dinner  given  by  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  public  library  was  served  at  the 
Zoo  in  generous  style.  Up  to  the  arrival  at  the 
gardens  the  entire  ]>ost-conference  trip  had  been 
attended  by  what  is  known  among  the  profession 
as  ''regular  A.  L.  A.  weather,"  and  the  sudden 
shower  which  took  place  just  as  the  carriages 
reached  this  spot  was  a  regular  A.  L.  A.  shower, 
for,  while  it  prevented  any  one  from  alighting  for 
some  minutes,  no  one  got  a  wetting,  and  the  rain, 
after  laying  the  dust  for  the  afternoon's  drive, 
kissed  its  wet  hand  and  departed. 

Dinner  over,  the  animals  were  hastily  visited, 
respects  paid  to  Mr.  Rooney  and  Mrs.  Kitty 
Crowley-Rooney,  and  carriages  resumed  for  an 
intoxicating  drive  through  beautiful  Clifton,  than 
which  no  dty  in  the  country  can  boast  a  more 
charming  suburb.  Boston  and  Philadelphia  both 
gracefully  conceded  this  by  their  representatives  in 
the  party.  A  pleasant  episode  of  the  drive  through 
Clifton  was  a  brief  alighting  at  the  magnificent 
home  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Vail,  where  the  tourists  were 
received  by  the  host  and  hostess  and  Miss  Vail  in 
a  delightfully  hospitable  manner.  The  visitors 
could  scarcely  suppress  their  expressions  of  admi- 
ration for  the  exquisite  and  artistic  interior  of  this 
home-like  house,  until  they  should  get  from  under 
its  roof. 

The  afternoon  being  far  advanced  when  this 
reception  came  to  a  close,  Mr.  Whelpley,  as  a 
crowning  feature  4>f  his  hospitality,  conducted  his 
guests  to  his  own  beautiful  home  in  Clifton, 
*'Arden  Cottage,*'  where  a  delicious  and  dainty 
supper  was  temptingly  served,  the  carriages  wait- 
ing in  the  meantime  to  take  the  reluctantly  depart- 
ing librarians  to  their  train. 

They  were  driven  through  Burnet  Woods  and 
the  city  to  the  Grand  Central  depot  attended  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whelpley  and  the  gentlemen  who 
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had  to  courteously  accompanied  them  throughout 
the  day,  and  whose  hospitality  helped  to  make  the 
stay  in  Cincinnati  one  of  the  most  delightful  epi- 
sodes of  the  trip.  Mr.  Whelpley  is  an  unsur- 
passed host,  and  the  spirit  of  his  entertainment 
can  best  be  expressed  in  the  words  of  one  of  his 
friends  who  accompanied  the  party,  and  who  was 
overheard  to  remark  to  another  Cincinnati  gentle- 
man, "I  believe  this  is  the  happiest  day  of 
Whelpley's  life." 

The  Cincinnati  friends  stayed  at  the  station 
until  the  train  pulled  out,  taking  with  it  a  car  full 
of  librarians  who  were  employing  a  copious  vocab- 
ulary of  commendatory  superlatives  in^  expressing 
themselves  upon  this  delightful  day. 

And  now,  having  left  Cincinnati,  the  last  stop- 
over on  the  itinerary,  they  felt  that  they  were  for 
sure  upon  their  homeward  journey.  The  party 
had  already  begun  to  break  up,  the  north  and  the 
west  claiming  some  of  them  back  again ;  but  the 
final  break  up  did  not  occur  until  New  York  was 
reached. 

As  home  and  work  came  nearer  there  was  a 
noticeable  increase  of  "shop "talk  and  technical 
vocabulary  in  the  conversation  of  the  librarians, 


which  had  never,  even  on  the  moonlit  Pater 
Aquarum  or  the  impressive  eminence  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  been  entirely  free  from  this  element; 
but,  as  home  approached,  it  was  so  marked  that 
the  member  from  Philadelphia  observed,  as  he 
bade  farewell  to  his  fellow  travelers  as  the  train 
pulled  into  the  Quaker  City,  that  he  had  heard 
nothing  in  that  car  but  ''catalists"  and  "shelf- 
logs  "  the  whole  day  long. 

At  8.30  Saturday  evening  the  party  reached 
Jersey  City  very  much  subdued  in  spirits  as  the 
time  for  final  parting  came,  and  full  of  regret  that 
a  most  successful  trip  was  ended ;  successful  too, 
as  each  one  felt,  greatly  owing  to  the  skilfull 
management,  the  untiring  patience,  the  courtesy 
and  genial  companionship  of  ^t  fidus  Achates^ 
Mr.  Davidson.  As  the  ferry-boat  approached  the 
dock  and  the  lights  of  New  York  grew  more  and 
more  distinct  there  was  an  answering  echo  of 
regret  in  the  hearts  of  each  one  of  the  quiet  group 
huddled  together  in  the  bow  of  the  boat  to  Mr. 
Cutter's  regretful  "  And  all  of  a  sudden  it  ends." 
And  all  of  a  sudden  it  ended — the  delightful  post- 
conference  excursion  of  1889. 
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BY  POSITIONS  AND  SBX. 

Men* 

Chiefs 36 

Assistants 6 

Officers       4 

Booksellers  and  publishers  ...      5 
Others 5 

56 

BY  GEOGRAPHICAL  SECTIONS. 

8  of  the  9  No.  Atlantic  States.    Sent 


3 

«< 

9  So.  Atlantic  Sutes 

2 

«« 

8  Gulf  States 

8 

« 

8  Lake  States 

3 

« 

7  Mountain  Sutes 

I 

M 

8  Pacific  Sutes 

Women       Mass. 

22  N.  Y. 

15         Me.. 

R.I. 

Pcnn, 

N.J. 

N.  H 

Vt.  . 

Md. 

D.  C. 

39      Va.. 

\     Tenn 

4 

I 


13 


49 


BY  STAT^. 

19            Carried  forward,  44 

10       lU 18 

2       Ohio II 

2       Mo II 

2       Mich 4 

2       Wis 4 

Minn 3 


44 


Iowa 

Ind. 

Col. 

Kan. 

Neb. 

Cal. 


3 

2 
3 
I 

I 
I 

105 


105 
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NECROLOGICAL  ADDENDA  TO  THE  TREASURER'S   REPORT,  1889. 


The  following  thirteen  persons,  formerly  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  L.  A^  have  died  since  its  formation ; 
and  most  of  them  were  members  at  the  time  of 
decease. 

The  names  are  given  in  the  order  of  their  death, 
with  the  respective  registration  number  of  each 
appended,  which  indicates  in  a  degree  the  period 
or  extent  of  their  connection  with  the  Association. 

Olmstead.  Mrs.  Cornelia  B.,  Ln.  Wadsworth 
L.,  Geneseo,  N.  Y.    Died  Feb.  11, 1880.    (15.) 

Haven,  Samuel  F.,  LL.  D.,  Ln.  Am.  Antiq. 
Soc*y,  Worcester,  Mass.  Died  Sept  5,  1881. 
(Life  member. — ^359.) 

Leypoldt,  Frederick,  Pub'r  Library  joumaif 
Publisfuri  wttkly^  American  catalogs  etc,  New 
York  City.    Died  March  31,  1884.    (88.) 

Noyes,  Stephen  B.,  Ln.  Brooklyn  L.,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.    Died  March  8,  1885.    (27.) 

Note.  —  Sars;eiit,  John  Frederic,  Ln.  Paterson  F.  P.  L. 
represented  that  lilwvy  in  the  Aaiodation. 


Smith,  Lloyd  P.,  Ln.  Library  Co.  of  Phil.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.    Died  July  2,  1886.    (188.) 

Jackson,  Frederick,  Ez-Supt.  F.  L.,  Newton, 
Mass.,  later  of  St  Paul,  Minn.    Died  Oct.  11, 

1886.  ( Life  member.  —  23. ) 

Steven,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Hartford,  Conn.    Died  June, 

1887.  (510.) 

Homes,  Henry  A.,  LL.  D.,  Ln.  New  York 
State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y.    Died  Nov.  3, 1887.    (84.) 

Lay  ton,  William  E.,  Ln.  Newark  Lib.  Assoc'n, 
Newark,  N.J.    Died  Feb.  21, 188S.    (499>) 

Hagar,  Albert  D.,  Ln.  Chicago  Historical  Soc*y, 
Chicago,  111.    Died  July  29,  1888.    (548.) 

Peirce,  Rev.  Bradford  K.,  D.  D.,  Supt  F.  L^ 
Newton,  Mass.    Died  April  19, 1889.    (400.) 

Barnard,    Frederick   A.    P.,  L.  L.  D.,    Pres't 
Columbia  College,  New  York  City.    Died  April 
27,1889.    (469.) 
Died  Sept  as,  1887 ;  was  not  a  member  personally,  but  had 
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Abbreviations:    F.,  Free;  L.,  Library;  Ln.,  Librarian;  P.,  Pablic 

The  *  before  the  name  indicates  participation  in  the  Post-Conference  Excuraion,  May  ii-as*     ^  is  prefixed  to  the  names 
of  those  idio  are  not  memben  of  the  Association. 

*Adams,  Miss  H.  A.,    Ln.    P.  L.,    Somerville,  Cooke,  H.  H.,  Liby.  Dept.  A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co., 

Mass.  Chicago,  111. 

Alger,  Miss  Bertha,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Nashville  and  ^ooke,  Mrs.  H.  H.,  Chicago,  111. 

Peabody  Normal  Col.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  Crandall,  Mary  Imogen,  Ln.  Ottendorfer  Br.  F. 

Allan,  Miss  Jessie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Omaha,  Neb.  C.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

^Armstrong,   Mrs.    M.    S.,  491   FuUerton  Ave.,  Crunden,  F:  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Chicago,  111.  *Cutler,  Miss  Mary  S.,  Instructor  in  L.  School 

Beer,  William,  Leadville,  Col.  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

*Bonney,  Mrs.  A.  P.,  Lowell,  Mass.  *Cutter,  C:  A.,  Winchester,  Mass.,  Ln.  Boston 

•Bowker,  R.  R.,  Pub.  L,  journal,  N.  Y.  City.  Athenaeum. 

•Browne,  Miss  Nina  E.,  Asst.  Ln.  N.  Y.  State  •Davidson,    Herbert  E.,    Sec    Library  Bureau, 

L.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  Boston,  Mass. 

Burbank,  Charles  H.,  Ln.  City  L.,  Lowell,  Mass.  Davies,  John  F.,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Carr,    Mrs.    Edith    Wallbridge,   Grand    Rapids,  Davis,  Olin  S.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Mich.  ♦Dewey,  Melvil,  Director  N.  Y.  Stote  L.,  Albany, 
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CONFERENCE    OF   LIBRARIANS- 


FABYANS,  SEPT.  8-1  i,  1890. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE    PRESIDENT,   FREDERICK  M.  CRUNDEN,  LIBRARIAN   OF  THE   ST.  LOUIS 

PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  American 
Library  Association:  — 

Not  being  present  when  my  election  was 
announced,  I  find  this  the  first  opportunity  I 
have  had  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  con- 
ferred upon  me  in  choosing  me  as  your  Presi- 
dent. I  have  tried  to  return  my  thanks  in  the 
most  substantial  and  acceptable  form,  by  mak- 
ing every  effort  to  call  out  a  large  attendance, 
and  to  make  the  meeting  profitable  and  pleas- 
ant to  those  who  come.  One  of  these  ends  is 
already  secured ;  and  it  insures,  I  think,  the 
attainment  of  the  other. 

Aside  from  the  natural  beauties  which  have 
drawn  us  to  this  spot,  it  seems  especially 
appropriate  that  the  A.  L.  A.  should  meet  in 
New  Hampshire,  which  was  the  first  State  in 
the  Union  to  adopt  a  general  library  law,  and 
one  of  the  first  three  States  to  form  a  State 
Library  Association.  New  York,  through  the 
efforts  of  our  ever-alert  Secretary,  took  the 
lead  by  two  months;  and  Iowa  was  the 
second  to  join  this  movement,  which  I  trust 
will  spread  rapidly  throughout  the  Union. 

Our  meetings  have  covered  a  considerable 
portion  of  country,  from  the  White  Moun- 
tains, in  the  Northeast,  to  St  Louis,  in  the 
Southwest;  and  this  year  invitations  from 
the  Pacific  slope  will  be  presented.  The 
practical  results  of  our  conferences  are  seen 
in  better  library  buildings  and  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  era  of  library  architecture, 
in  improved  methods  of  administration,  in 
Poolers  Index  and  other  working  aids,  in  the 


rapid  multiplication  of  libraries,  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  librarianship  to  the  dignity  of  a  pro- 
fession, and  in  the  spread  and  development  of 
the  public  library  throughout  the  United 
States.  Nor  have  the  results  of  our  asso- 
ciated effort  been  confined  wholly  to  our  own 
land.  Our  Association  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  L.  A.  U.  K. ;  and  the  name  and  fame 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  known  throughout 
Western  Europe. 

The  events  of  the  year  in  the  bibliothical 
world  will  be  fully  set  forth  by  the  various  re- 
porters. The  year  has  been  signalized  by  the 
opening  of  the  Minneapolis  Public  Library  and 
the  Carnegie  libraries  at  Alleghany  and  Edin- 
burgh, and  the  addition  to  the  list  of  this  philan- 
thropist's benefactions  of  1 1,000,000  for  a  free 
library  in  Pittsburg.  To  these  must  be  added 
the  completion  of  the  $400,000  fund  for  the 
Hartford  Public  Library,  the  adverse  decision 
in  the  Fiske  will  case,  and  an  adverse,  though 
not  a  final,  judgment  regarding  the  Tilden 
trust. 

An  exhaustive  list  of  the  year's  bequests 
and  endowments  will  be  given  in  Miss  Hew- 
ins's  report;  but  special  mention  must  be  made 
of  the  magnificent  fund  left  by  John  Crerar 
for  the  establishment  of  another  free  library 
in  Chicago. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  initiatory 
steps  which  have  been  jtaken  for  the  forma- 
tion of  three  State  library  associations.  The 
New  Hampshire  association,  which  meets 
with  us4his  week,  has  back  of  it  a  State  law 
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the  first  legislation  of  the  kind  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Another  admirable  law  passed  this  year  by 
the  progfressive  State  within  whose  borders 
we  are  assembled,  is  that  which  authorizes 
the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library  to  reprint 
each  year  ten  pamphlets  that  have  become  out 
of  print 

The  most  important  legislation  since  our 
last  meeting  is  chapter  529  of  the  New  York 
Laws  of  1889.  This  goes  deeper,  and  takes  a 
broader  view  than  has  been  before  attempted. 
It  recognizes  the  best  libraries  as  "  colleges 
for  the  people,"  and  provides  that  such  as 
have  been  inspected  and  found  to  meet  the 
standard,  shall  have  in  the  University  Convo- 
cation a  seat  of  equal  rank  with  the  colleges 
and  universities  of  the  State.  It  gives  to  the 
regents,  who  are  the  guardians  of  higher  edu- 
cation in  the  State, — with  power  to  grant, 
amend,  or  repeal  charters  of  colleges,  —  the 
same  powers  over  any  libraries  which  they 
admit  to  the  University.  Such  libraries  must, 
like  colleges,  make  an  annual  sworn  statement, 
in  such  form  as  the  regents  prescribe,  and  are 
invested  with  various  privileges  in  receiving 
State  publications,  loans  from  the  State  li- 
brary, etc. 

A  law  of  great  significance  and  potentiality 
is  that  recently  passed  in  Massachusetts, 
providing  State  aid  for  establishing  free 
libraries  in  all  towns  that  do  not  already 
possess  them.  The  effectiveness  of  this 
statute  must  depend  on  the  character  of  the 
commission  appointed  to  execute  it.  The 
A.  L.  A.,  I  am  sure,  will  watch  its  results 
with  great  interest. 

In  my  State,  too,  the  first  library  has  been 
organized  under  the  law  of  1885. 

The  action  taken  by  the  citizens  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  is  noteworthy,  as  furnishing  a 
pleasing  and  encouraging  contrast  between 
the  old  way  and  the  new.  Instead  of  fitting 
up  rooms  and  arranging  everything  so  as  to 
make  the  administration  of  the  library  as 
troublesome  and  ineffective  as  possible  and 
handicapping  their  librarian  with  conditions 
which  only  a  new  building  and  a  complete 
reorganization  could  remedy,  their  represen- 
tatives wrote  at  once  to  the  officers  of  the 


Association,  asking  how  they  should  proceed. 
They  were,  of  course,  advised  to  choose  a 
competent  librarian  first,  and  take  all  subse- 
quent steps  in  consultation  with  him.  They 
further  showed  their  wisdom  in  resisting  the 
clamors  of  local  applicants,  in  determining  to 
get  the  best,  and  in  offering  sufficient  induce- 
ments to  secure  no  less  a  prize  than  the 
Treasurer  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Such  action  marks 
the  advent  of  a  new  era,  and  is  a  cause  for 
general  felicitation. 

Two  deaths  have  occurred  in  our  ranks. 
The  last  was  that  of  Dr.  Edward  Aken,  of 
Amherst,  N.  H.,  who  had  done  good  work  in 
the  New  Hampshire  State  Library.  The 
other  was  that  of  John  N.  Dyer,  a  Councillor 
of  the  Association  since  its  organization.  In 
him  I  mourn  the  loss  of  a  colleague  and 
friend;  and  the  profession  loses  one  who,  in 
many  qualities,  may  serve  as  an  exemplar. 
Mr.  Dyer  was  a  man  of  good  business  judg- 
ment and  remarkably  equable  temper;  and 
he  possessed  in  the  highest  degree  those 
essentials  to  success  in  the  librarian's  call- 
ing—  indefatigable  industry  and  never-failing 
courtesy.  He  had  reached  the  fruition  of  his 
life's  hopes  and  endeavors,  when  be  fell  a 
victim  to  his  over-conscientiousness  in  the 
discharge  of  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty. 

To  the  credit  of  his  fellow-citizens  be  it 
said  that  the  good  he  did  was  not  interred 
with  his  bones.  It  lives  after  him  in  the 
beautiful  structure  which  owes  its  existence 
to  his  singleness  of  purpose,  and  in  the  hand- 
some bronze  bust  which  his  friends  have 
placed  therein  to  commemorate  his  twenty- 
seven  years  of  faithful  service.  May  all  such 
earnest  workers  meet  with  the  same  measure 
of  appreciation ! 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  who 
sent  replies  to  my  circular,  and  to  acknowl- 
edge my  indebtedness  for  the  many  valuable 
suggestions  they  contained.  A  majority  of 
the  recommendations,  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee has  carried  out  in  the  arrangements  for 
this  meeting.  It  was  impossible  to  act  on  all 
at  any  one  conference.  Many  were  in  the 
form  of  topics  for  papers  or  discussion. 
These  could  not  all  be  included  in  one  pro- 
gram.   Others,  again,  relate  to  questions  of 
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policy,  which  the  Association  as  a  whole 
must  determine. 

The  chief  of  these  is  whether  we  shall 
continue  to  discuss  elementary  questions,  or 
assume  these  to  be  settled,  so  far  as  they  can 
be,  and  go  on  to  higher  things.  One  writer 
alone  urges  the  latter  course,  referring  novices 
to  past  proceedings  and  the  columns  of  the 
Library  journal;  but  the  general  voice  seems 
to  be  for  more  of  this  discussion  of  elemen- 
tary topics.  If  these  suggestions  can  be 
taken  as  an  index  to  the  prevailing  opinion,  it 
is  five  to  one  in  favor  of  the  latter  policy. 
The  case  calls  for  some  nice  adjustment ;  but 
it  is  not  so  complicated  as  it  appears  at 
first  glance.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
as  to  the  proper  course. 

We  are  likely  always  to  have  among  us  a 
large  number  of  new  members.  I  hope  the 
number  of  such  will  increase  rapidly,  for  we 
should  rejoice  more  over  the  ten  new  mem- 
bers gained  than  over  the  one  old  member 
whom  we  know  we  shall  always  have  with 
us.  A  majority  of  these  new  members  are 
naturally  novices.  They  are,  so  to  speak, 
primary  pupils.  They  want  to  study  addi- 
tion, multiplication,  and  vulgar  fractions. 
What  interest  can  they  have  or  what  profit 
can  they  find  in  the  quizzing  of  our  senior 
wranglers  on  the  intricacies  of  the  difiEeren- 
tial  calculus  ?  On  the  other  hand,  our  post- 
graduates and  prizemen  cannot  be  expected 
to  sit  contentedly  on  the  hard  benches  of  the 
lower  preparatory  forms,  listening  to  an  ex- 
planation of  the  square  of  (a-f  b)  or  the 
repetition  of  Latin  paradigms  through  the 
whole  conference.  Clearly,  then,  the  only 
plan  is  to  arrange  a  program  which  shall 
offer  something  of  interest  and  profit  to  all 
grades  and  conditions.  This  your  committee 
has  tried  to  do.  The  papers  and  addresses 
cover  a  wide  range,  and  contain  matters  of 
interest  to  all  from  kindergartners  to  post- 
graduates ;  while  under  the  heading  "  General 
questions  and  informal  discussion,"  which 
you  will  find  repeated  in  several  sessions, 
may  be  brought  up  any  question,  however 
simple,  any  topic,  however  elementary,  that  a 
member  may  wish  answered  or  discussed. 

In  deciding  the  question,  how  much  of  our 


time  to  give  to  primary  and  advanced  work, 
these  considerations,  it  seems  to  me,  should 
be  borne  in  mind :  — 

1.  That,  while  we  are  all  much  beholden  to 
the  Association,  it  is  the  novices  whom  it  can 
most  benefit,  and  that  the  development  of  the 
library  system  of  America  must  depend  on  the 
general  prevalence  of  correct  methods  through- 
out all  our  libraries,  large  and  small,  rather 
than  on  the  existence  of  a  few  accomplished 
librarians  in  the  great  centers  of  population. 

2.  That,  while  new  members  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  take  much  interest  in  papers  and 
discussions  that  are,  to  quote  an  expression 
used  in  more  than  one  of  the  letters  I  received, 
"  fired  over  their  heads,"  older  librarians  ought, 
and  doubtless  do,  find  great  interest  and  pleas- 
ure in  helping  their  less  experienced  brethren 
to  reach  conclusions. 

And,  finally,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
we  do  not  reach  conclusions  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  mathematical  demonstration,  that 
new  solutions  to  old  problems  are  constantly 
arising,  and  that  veterans  may  sometimes 
learn  from  younger  men,  who  approach  a 
given  subject  without  prejudice  or  prepos- 
session. In  his  old  age  Marshal  Wiirmser 
learned  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  art 
of  war  from  the  youthful  Corsican. 

And  here  let  me  urge  that  no  one  hesitate 
to  put  into  the  question  box  any  topic  on 
which  he  desires  light.  Put  in  all  questions 
as  soon  as  possible.  So  far  as  practicable 
they  will  be  classified,  and  announcement  will 
be  made  of  the  class  of  subjects  about  to  be 
taken  up.  It  is  hoped  that  this  special  pro- 
vision for  informal  discussion  will  call  forth  a 
great  deal  of  that  spontaneous  interchange  of 
ideas,  which  is  often  the  most  valuable  part  of 
a  conference. 

A  word  of  comfort  and  reassurance  to  any 
who  may  be  dismayed  by  the  apparent  length 
of  the  program.  A  more  careful  examination 
will  show  that  it  is  not  so  formidable  as  it  looks. 
You  will  see  that  the  afternoon  sessions  are 
given  almost  exclusively  to  section  meetings, 
which  will  leave  the  great  body  of  members 
free  for  excursions  and  other  diversion. 

Another  recommendation  sent  in  response 
to   my   request  for  suggestions  relates  to  a 
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subject  which  has  been  under  discussion  at 
several  meetings.  It  is  that  the  date  of  the 
conference  come  within  the  usual  summer 
vacation.  This  question  will  necessarily 
come  up  Friday  morning.  I  refer  to  it  simply 
to  say  that  the  committee  tried  to  have  this 
meeting  called  for  the  first  week  in  September, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  secure  the  nec- 
essary accommodations  for  that  time. 

The  number  of  topics  suggested  for  papers 
and  discussions  shows  how  idle  was  the  fear, 
formerly  expressed,  that  the  Association 
would  in  a  few  years  run  out  of  subject 
matter,  and  must  either  die  or  resort  to  trien- 
nial or  quadrennial  sessions. 

All  the  suggestions  made  were  good ;  and, 
with  regrets  that  they  could  not  all  be  em- 
bodied in  action  at  this  meeting,  I  shall  turn 
them  over  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
my  successor. 

And  this  leads  me  to  a  subject  of  the 
greatest  importance,  which  I  wish  to  lay 
before  you.  The  continued  gjrowth  —  I  may 
say  the  very  existence  —  of  an  organization 
like  this  requires  active  work  on  the  part  of 
a  permanent  officer,  who  shall  conserve  all 
past  achievement,  and  point  out  the  paths 
of  future  progress.  He  must  be  a  man  of 
energy  and  resource  and  an  enthusiast  in 
the  cause  for  which  this  Association  stands. 
Such  an  officer  we  have  had  in  our  Secretary, 
who  initiated  the  movement  that  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  who  has 
labored  faithfully  in  its  interests  for  fifteen 
years.  Always  a  busy  man,  he  has  lately 
assumed  new  duties,  which  make  it  impos- 
sible for  him  to  give  as  much  time  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Association  as  he  has  done 
heretofore.  He  declared  to  me  a  few  days 
ago  his  intention  of  resigning  or  declining 
reflection  at  this  meeting.  Since  then  I 
have  given  considerable  thought  to  the  ques- 
tion of  suppl3ring  his  place.  While,  of  course, 
we  have  other  men  competent  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion, I  think  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  we 
can  hardly  find  any  one  able  and  willing  to 
bestow  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  the  time 
and  energy  which  Mr.  Dewey  has  so  freely 
given  in  the  past,  not  to  mention  the  greater 
demands  which  will  be  made  by  the  future. 


We  can  no  longer  expect  Mr.  Dewey  to 
perform  all  the  clerical  work  he  has  hitherto 
done  for  us ;  but  I  hope  that  we  may  still 
retain  the  benefits  of  his  resource  and  organ- 
izing ability,  and,  above  all,  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  a&irs  of  the  Association 
and  his  extensive  acquaintance  with  its  mem- 
bers (a  knowledge  and  acquaintance  pos- 
sessed by  no  one  else),  by  giving  him  a  paid 
assistant  to  attend  to  the  clerical  details 
under  his  direction.  I  therefore  suggest  that 
our  present  Secretary  be  reelected,  and  that 
a  salary,  not  to  exceed  $200  a  year,  be  paid  to 
an  Assistant  Secretary,  nominated  by  him 
and  approved  by  the  Executive  Board. 

If  this  work  could  be  done  as  well  by  dif- 
ferent persons  succeeding  each  other,  such 
action  would  not  be  necessary.  The  burden 
might  well  be  borne  by  each  of  us  in  turn  for 
a  year;  but  this  plan  will  not  do.  We  must 
have  a  permanent  officer  who  shall  be  a  con- 
servator of  past  experience,  a  depositary  of 
information,  and  a  source  of  universal  refer- 
ence on  all  matters  relating  to  the  Associa- 
tion. We  can  thus  centralize  the  work,  and 
put  the  responsibility  on  one  person.  The 
great  trouble  experienced  in  arranging  for  this 
conference  arose  from  the  want  of  some  one 
whose  service  could  be  commanded  as  can 
only  that  service  which  is  paid  for.  The 
Association  has  sponged  long  enough.  It  has 
now  money  in  bank  and  an  income  sufficient 
to  pay  in  some  measure  for  the  service  it 
requires.  If  its  present  revenue  is  not  large 
enough,  it  can  be  made  so.  My  answer  to 
the  question,  "  Where  is  this  proposed  allow- 
ance to  come  from?"  is  that  a  thorough- 
going, as  compared  with  a  partial,  attention  to 
our  afiEairs  will  easily  make  a  difference  of 
$200  in  the  money  receipts. 

I  woxild, 'however,  further  recommend  an 
increase  in  the  dues.  On  the  exact  amount  of 
this  increase  I  am  not  inclined  to  insist, 
except  that  I  would  make  the  annual  fee  I5 
to  all  persons  not  connected  with  h'braries. 
For  librarians  and  library  trustees,  I  would 
suggest  the  present  annual  dues,  with  a  $2 
entrance  fee. 

I  cannot  leave  this  general  subject  without 
reference  to  the  valuable  work  done  for  years 
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by  Mr.  Davidson.  This  service  has  been  ren- 
dered to  us  individually,  contributing  greatly 
to  our  personal  comfort  and  convenience,  at 
cost  of  much  labor  and  care,  and  with  little 
honor  and  profit  to  him.  There  has  been,  in- 
deed, no  profit,  but  a  direct  pecuniary  loss  to 
him  and  the  corporation  he  represents.  I 
trust  that  the  Association  will  not  iajl  to  ex- 
press its  appreciation  of  this  service  in  an  em- 
phatic manner. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  more  suggestion. 
It  is  that  we  all  do  our  utmost  to  encourage 
every  cooperative  scheme.  In  no  other  way, 
I  think,  can  we  do  more  for  our  respective  li- 
braries and  for  the  library  cause.  I  hope  we 
shall  hear  from  Mr.  Lamed  further  particulars 
concerning  a  plan,  proposed  by  a  gentleman 
in  BufiEalo,  for  the  collection  and  distribution 
of  the  reports  and  publications  of  charity  or- 
ganizations and  benevolent  institutions.  I 
fear  it  has  fallen  through  for  want  of  adequate 
support.  If  so,  it  illustrates  the  shortcoming 
with  which  we,  as  a  whole,  are  fairly  charge- 
able. In  urging  this,  I  do  but  ask  you  to  do 
yourselves  a  favor. 

"  T  is  as  I  should  entreat  you  wear  your  gloves, 
Or  feed  on  nourishing  dishes,  or  keep  you  warm, 
Or  sue  to  you  to  do  a  peculiar  profit 
To  your  own  person." 

The  program  of  this  conference  marks  a 
new  departure  in  its  provision  for  section 
meetings.  The  extension  of  this  feature  will 
serve  to  harmonize  conflicting  views  on  the 
character  of  topics  for  debate,  to  which  I 
have  before  referred.  The  process  of  dif- 
ferentiation will  probably  go  on  until  ulti- 
mately half  our  time  will  be  given  to  meetings 
of  sections,  so  arranged  that  no  one  need  be 


perplexed  by  discussions  beyond  his  range, 
or  wearied  and  bored  by  those  on  questions 
aside  from  his  interests  or  on  others  which 
he  settled  for  himself  years  ago. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  to  have  the  Asso- 
ciation of  State  Librarians  with  us,  and  to 
witness  the  inauguration  of  a  movement  to 
form  State  library  associations.  An  active, 
wide-awake  State  librarian,  gathering  about 
him  the  librarians  of  his  State,  can  do  much 
to  awaken  general  recognition  of  the  impor- 
tance of  libraries  in  a  system  of  public  educa- 
tion, to  shape  legislation,  to  influence  public 
opinion,  and  to  direct  the  current  of  private 
philanthropy  in  such  a  way  as  to  promote 
the  development  of  the  free  public  library, 
which  must  eventually  take  its  place  by  the 
side  of  the  free  public  school,  and  which 
is  already  recognized  by  such  thoughtful 
students  as  the  late  Prof.  Jevons  as  the  most 
effective  of  all  means  of  social  amelioration. 
I  trust  that  the  number  and  strength  of  these 
State  associations  will  rapidly  increase ;  and 
I  hope,  too,  that  they  will  endeavor  to  hold 
meetings  annually  with  the  A.  L.  A. 

If,  free  from  all  exigencies  of  place  and 
accommodation,  it  were  left  to  me  to  fix  a 
date  for  our  annual  conference,  I  should 
choose  this  time  of  year,  when  we  can  meet 
fresh  from  our  vacations  (except  the  President 
and  the  Secretary),  and  go  back  to  our  regular 
work  full  of  that  enthusiasm  which  is  knowl- 
edge and  strength  combined.  I  trust  that  the 
present  meeting  will  be  fruitful  of  good  to  all 
of  us ;  that  we  shall  return  to  our  homes  eager 
to  embody  in  action  the  ideals  which  the 
fervor  of  associated  effort  and  the  flash  of 
sympathetic  contact  have  made  clearer,  more 
real  to  our  vision. 
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CLASSIFICATION  FROM  THE  READER'S  POINT  OF  VIEW. 


BY  W:  E.   FOSTER,  LIBRARIAN   PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


T  IBRARIANS  have  'sometimes  been  re- 
proached  with  forgetting  that  the  system 
of  classification  is  or  should  be  made  for  the 
reader — not  the  reader  for  the  system.  In 
other  words,  the  system  of  classification  is 
a  means  to  an  end,  —  not  the  end  itself.  We 
do  not  believe  that  this  important  principle 
has  been  very  widely  lost  sight  of  by  li- 
brarians. Nevertheless,  it  may  be  well  for  us 
to  turn  our  attention  to  it  for  a  short  time 
to-day,  particularly  in  some  of  its  practical 
bearings. 

One  antidote  which  ought  always  to  be 
effectual  in  counteracting  any  tendency  to 
regard  classification  as  apart  from  any  rela- 
tion to  the  use  to  be  made  of  it  by  readers,  is 
the  fact  that  the  librarian  himself  is  a  reader, 
and  that  he  not  unfrequently  has  occasion  to 
appear  in  the  character  of  a  reader,  rather 
than  an  ofiicial,  at  libraries  other  than  his 
own.  Nor  does  he  always  appear  in  the  same 
character.  Indeed,  he  is  sometliing  of  a  Pro- 
teus. Sometimes  he  merely  runs  in  to  turn 
to  a  book  of  reference,  and  slip  out  again. 
Sometimes  he  goes  to  ascertain  whether  some 
specific  book  —  possibly  a  book  coming  under 
the  description  of  light  reading — is  in.  Some- 
times he  comes  with  a  list  of  three  or  four  or 
five  books  which  are  all  he  wishes  to  see. 
At  other  times,  indeed,  he  is  the  true  student, 
and  requires  to  see,  if  possible,  all  that  the 
library  contains  on  the  subject  in  question. 
There  is  really  no  reason,  then,  why,  in  decid- 
ing on  this  or  that  detail  in  the  plan  of 
classification  at  his  own  library,  he  should 
not  be  able  to  put  himself  in  the  reader^s 
place,  and  see  the  subject  with  his  eyes. 

Now,  it  is  probably  beyond  question  that 
skill  and  intelligence  in  working  out  a 
classification  system  were  never  known  to  be 
inherent  reasons  for  its  non-adaptedness  to 
the  reader.  The  non-adaptedness  —  if  it 
exist — exists  simply  from  a  failure  to  connect 
the  system  with  what  are  the  reader's  specific 


needs  at  the  particular  time  under  consider- 
ation. If  he  is  coming  for  a  copy  of  "  Lorna 
Doone,'*  and  going  out  immediately  if  that  is 
not  in,  an  elaborate  system  is  of  no  special 
vse  to  him.  A  dictionary  catalogue  will 
serve  his  purpose  better.  Again,  if,  having 
read  one  of  Tolstof  s  books,  he  has  simply  a 
desire  to  get  others  by  the  same  author,  the 
dictionary  catalogue  will  be  his  best  reliance. 

Suppose,  however,  that  his  desire  is  not  at 
all  of  this  nature,  but  to  obtain  and  use 
materials  bearing  on  a  given  subject,  it  then 
becomes  of  the  highest  importance  to  us  to  dis- 
cover in  what  way  best  to  serve  his  purpose. 

Let  us  clear  a  path  by  suggesting  a  few 
general  principles. 

One  of  these  is  that  it  is  useless  to  expect 
that  individual  minds  will  ever  move  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  grooves  in  planning  systems 
of  classification,  considered  as  logical  crea- 
tions of  the  mind.  As  many  as  are  the 
classifiers,  so  many  will  be  your  different 
systems. 

But  the  converse  of  this  is  equally  impor- 
tant ;  namely,  that  in  order  to  use  as  a  tool 
any  system  of  classification,  which  is  not 
needlessly  obscure,  one  does  not  need  to 
master  the  system,  but  only  turn  to  its  key, — 
the  subject  index.  The  criticism,  therefore, 
that  you  cannot  expect  the  average  reader  at 
a  public  library  to  have  exhaustively  studied 
all  classification  theories  has  no  weight. 

Again,  as  our  associate  Mr.  Fletcher  has 
well  pointed  out,  so  long  as  books  are  made 
up  —  as  they  now  are  in  innumerable  in- 
stances made  up — of  material  on  many 
different  subjects,  instead  of  on  the  plan  of 
one  subject  to  any  given  book,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  an  absolute  classification  of  the 
contents  of  the  library  on  the  shelves.  It  is 
not  possible  to  point  to  shelf  after  shelf,  all 
through  the  library,  and  say:  "Here  you 
will  find  all  that  the  library  contains  on  the 
subject  you  wish." 
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And  yet,  conversely,  it  does  not  follow 
from  this  that,  by  flying  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  giving  the  books  little  or  no  classification 
on  the  shelf,  you  most  perfectly  serve  the 
inquirer's  purpose.  If  you  are  on  a  train 
running  from  New  York  to  Chicago,  and  you 
wish  to  communicate  for  a  moment  with  your 
friend,  and  find  that  he  is  not  in  the  same  car 
with  you,  it  is  something  to  be  thankfxil  for, 
is  it  not,  if  he  is  in  another  car  of  the  same 
train, —  and  that  a  vestibule-train, —  rather 
than  on  another  train  on  a  different  railroad. 

Once  more,  a  subject  catalogue,  while  fur- 
nishing a  certain  assistance,  cannot  do  all 
that  a  bibliography  can,  both  because  the 
latter  confines  itself  to  one  subject,  and  does 
that  exhaustively,  and  because  the  library  of 
which  it  is  a  catalogue  may  lack  some  of  the 
more  fundamentally  important  works  on  the 
subject 

Yet,  conversely,  as  a  guide  to  the  shelves 
of  the  particular  library  which  the  reader  is 
using,  the  service  rendered  by  a  subject 
catalogue  has  its  own  unquestionable  value. 
Mr.  Cutter's  recent  instance  of  etherization, 
in  the  Library  journal j  is  a  strikingly  appo- 
site case  in  point.  Moreover,  in  libraries 
other  than  its  own,  the  subject  catalogue 
fulfills  a  constant  and  indispensable  service, 
by  supplementing  and  complementing  the 
less  minute  treatment  adopted  in  the  local 
catalogue,  by  permitting  at  one  glance  a  view 
of  many  different  sub-kingdoms  of  the  gen- 
eral domain  of  knowledge,  impossible  in  a 
separate  bibliography,  and  in  general  by 
suppljring  an  additional  and  reserve  source  of 
information  to  appeal  to;  just  as  in  looking 
up  the  name  of  some  public  character  in  a 
biographical  dictionary,  the  cataloguer  is 
never  known  to  complain  of  having  too  many 
different  biographical  dictionaries  accessible, 
but  not  infrequently  too  few. 

These  are  the  three  main  points  under  which 
this  subject  presents  itself  to  the  reader — 
the  scheme  of  classification  not  his  own  but 
the  cataloguer's,  and  yet  the  key  to  it  in*  his 
own  hands ;  the  arrangement  of  the  books  on 
the  shelves  a  close  classification  or  the 
reverse;  and  the  public  catalogue  of  the 
library   a  subject  catalogue   or   otherwise. 


And  here,  before  we  advance  farther  in  our 
consideration  of  the  subject,  we  find  that  we 
must  face  the  subject  of  access  to  the  shelves 
by  the  readers.  All  librarians  are  looking 
with  undisguised  interest  at  the  experiment 
which  Mr.  Poole  is  about  undertaking ;  they 
have  read  with  scarcely  less  interest  the 
account  which  Mr.  Brett  has  recently  given 
of  his  practical  application  of  the  principle 
at  Cleveland.  There  is  perhaps  little  doubt 
that  in  the  future  there  will  be  decidedly 
more,  rather  than  less,  freedom  of  access  to 
the  shelves  by  readers,  even  in  the  larger 
libraries.  Moreover,  if  we  assume,  in  our 
consideration  of  the  question  of  classification, 
access  to  the  shelves  by  the  reader,  rather 
than  the  reverse,  we  cover  both  cases,  in 
reality ;  for  even  in  those  instances  where  the 
reader  does  not  personally  visit  the  shelves, 
he  does  so  vicariously,  so  to  speak,  in  the 
person  of  the  librarian  or  assistant  who  looks 
up  the  subject  for  him.  Once  more,  if  we 
are  to  assume  in  our  consideration  of  this 
question  the  conditions  represented  by  the 
reader  requiring  most,  rather  than  least, 
assistance,  we  adopt  the  principle  which 
should  govern.  As  in  the  case  of  a  water 
supply  contained  in  a  reservoir,  if  the  reser- 
voir contains  too  little  water  for  the  demand, 
the  remedy  is  not  an  easy  one.  If,  however, 
it  contains  too  much,  nothing  is  easier  than 
to  shut  it  off  at  a  point  exactly  proportioned 
to  the  demand. 

I  propose  now  to  take  up  in  succession  a 
few  applications  actually  made,  during  recent 
weeks,  by  readers  at  the  library  with  whose 
workings  I  am  the  most  familiar,  which  may 
fairly  be  considered  typical  of  the  different  va- 
rieties represented.  They  will,  I  think,  throw 
important  light  on  the  point  which  I  wish  to 
make  prominent. 

No.  I.  A  reader  wishes  to  use  whatever 
relates  to  electric  motors.  He  can  find  the 
^ntry  of  this  subject  in  the  subject  index,  and 
is,  therefore,  readily  enough  guided  to  the  page 
of  the  classed  catalogue,  where  works  on  this 
subject  are  entered.  He  finds  the  classification 
a  sufficiently  close  one  to  give  him  these  en- 
tries by  themselves,  instead  of  being  mingled 
in  with  others  on  the  electric  light,  electro- 
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metallurgy,  etc.,  and  in  this  way  his  time  is 
saved,  and  his  researches  are  expedited. 
Moreover,  it  so  happens  that  he  is  one  of 
those  readers  who  are  admitted  to  access  to 
the  shelves.  He  finds  the  arrangement  on 
the  shelves  of  inestimable  service  to  him,  so 
far  as  it  goes.  That  is  to  say,  he  finds  it  a 
help  that  these  works  on  electric  motors 
stand  by  themselves  on  the  shelves,  and  yet 
with  the  works  on  other  applications  of  elec- 
tricity in  close  proximity.  But,  as  Mr. 
Fletcher  reminds  us,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  grouping  in  volumes,  to  correspond 
to  abstract  classification,  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  go  a  little  farther  away  for  the  equally 
essential  material  on  his  subject  in  files  of 
electrical  periodicals,  and  still  farther  away 
for  that  in  the  more  general  periodicals, — in 
works  of  reference,  volumes  of  scientific  and 
other  essays,  pamphlets,  etc.  Here,  of  course, 
is  where  he  appreciates  the  service  of  a  sub- 
ject catalogue,  which  brings  all  this  material 
together  under  his  eye  on  a  single  page.  He 
would  appreciate  also  a  separate  bibliography 
devoted  to  electric  motors,  but  he  may  nof 
have  this  wish  gratified.  It  may  happen,  how- 
ever, that  the  librarian  has,  within  a  day* or 
two,  posted  a  special  list  of  references  on  this 
very  subject,  and  this  he,  of  course,  makes  use 
of.  His  access  to  the  shelves,  serviceable  as  it 
is,  he  finds  it  an  advantage  to  supplement 
(and  this,  I  think,  we  must  regard  as  the  ideal 
form  in  which  to  apply  this  important  princi- 
ple), by  the  use  of  a  special  study-room,  di« 
rectly  adjacent  to  the  book  shelves,  but  where 
he  can  have  books,  etc.,  as  above  indicated, 
brought  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the  book- 
cases, by  the  library  attendants.  That  is  to 
say,  he  must  have  his  own  use  of  the  shelves 
supplemented  by  that  of  the  library  attendants, 
especially  in  such  a  case  as  this  of  electric 
motors,  where  the  reader  or  student,  who  is 
making  any  serious  study  of  the  subject, 
cares  almost  as  much  for  what  is  to  be  found 
under  electricity  as  a  natural  force  (that  is, 
natural  science),  and  for  works  on  railway 
transportation  in  general  (that  is,  social 
science),  in  their  bearings  on  his  own  subject, 
as  he  does  for  those  on  his  subject  (which  is 
a  matter  of  applied  or  practical  science).    Once 


more,  in  the  case  of  a  subject  which  is  gath- 
ering volume,  and  growing  almost  appreciably 
from  day  to  day, —  as  in  any  one  of  these  ap- 
plications of  electricity,  —  he  wilf  certainly  do 
well  to  consult  with  the  librarian,  who,  no 
doubt,  can  tell  him  of  some  patent  specifica- 
tion, or  annual  report,  6r  newspaper  hearing, 
or  testimony  of  an  expert,  which  has  come  to 
hand  even  since  the  list  of  references  was 
posted.  That  is  to  say,  he  must  have  all  his 
own  care  and  observation  and  familiarity  sup- 
plemented and  complemented  by  the  librarian's. 

No.  2.  A  reader  desires  to  construct  some 
representation  of  the  soK:alled  ceremony  of 
the  "Marriage  of  the  Adriatic,"  at  Venice, 
by  the  study  of  Venetian  costumes,  vessels, 
scenery,  etc.  He  is  observed  to  have  before 
him  a  certain  number  of  volumes,  all  on  Ven- 
ice. So  far  as  this,  the  subject  index  has 
helped  him,  but  it  leaves  him  still  unsatisfied. 
The  librarian  gladly  undertakes  to  supple- 
ment the  incomplete  work  of  classification 
system,  arrangement  on  shelves,  subject 
catalogues,  bibliographies,  etc., — for  this  is  a 
case  where  the  two  last  mentioned  would  not 
extend  their  aid, — and,  by  searching  through 
indexes  to  contents  of  picture  galleries,  in- 
dexes to  bound  volumes  of  the  Art  Journal^ 
etc.,  works  descriptive  of  the  paintings  of 
Turner  and  other  artists,  works  on  the  tradi- 
tions of  mediaeval  Europe,  etc,  finally  places 
in  the  hands  of  the  inquirer  all  that  he  re- 
quires. Here,  again,  all  that  the  general  sys- 
tems of  assistance  can  possibly  do  needs  to 
be  supplemented  by  specific  assistance  di- 
rectly adapted  to  the  individual  reader. 

No.  3.  The  applicant  is  an  officer  of  a  local 
School  of  Design,  and  wishes  to  have  before 
him  all  that  the  library  can  3rield,  on  neck- 
laces, particularly  those  of  the  bead  descrip- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  comparative  studies 
of  design.  He  may  or  may  not  find  the 
subject  index  serviceable  here.  He  will  cer- 
tainly find  access  to  the  shelves  of  inestimable 
service.  He  will  especially  appreciate  a  close- 
ness of  classification  which  not  only  places 
works  on  design  apart  from  those  on  the  more 
technical  discussions  of  art,  but  those  on  de- 
sign in  objects  of  ornament  apart  from  those 
on  architectural  design,  and  which,  moreover, 
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separates  those  on  costume  proper  from  all 
the  other  varieties.  At  the  same  time,  the 
benefit  of  having  these  various  gradations  of 
the  subject*  more  or  less  directly  at  hand,  that 
he  may  refer  back  to  them,  in  his  compara- 
tive studies,  is  fully  appreciated.  No  doubt, 
therefore,  his  consultation  and  study  of  Raci- 
net,  Kretschmer  and  Rohrbach,  Gerlach,  and 
others,  will  be  full  of  benefit  to  him ;  but  you 
may  be  assured  that  he  will  least  of  all  regret 
having  asked  the  librarian  for  additional  sug- 
gestions, which  shall  bring  to  supplement 
those  just  namedf  such  works  from  other 
portions  of  the  library  as  Schliemann's 
"Tiryns,"  Dennis's  "Etruria,"  Jacquemart, 
Perrot  and  Chipiez,  files  of  Gewerbehalle^ 
V Art  pour  Taus^  Artistic  Japan,  etc.  Once 
more,  what  the  inquirer  needs,  is  all  the  as- 
sistance that  he  can  derive  from  all  sources. 
The  reply,  over  and  over  again,  to  readers  at 
my  own  library,  who  hesitatingly  inquire  how 
many  books  they  are  at  liberty  to  ask  to  have 
brought  them,  to  look  over  in  the  library, 
is,  as  many  as  they  wish  —  loo  or  200,  even,  if 
necessary. 

What,  then,  is  our  conclusion  from  this 
brief  study  of  specific  instances?  What 
does  the  putting  ourselves  at  the  reader's 
point  of  view  lead  us  to  infer  as  to  methods 
of  classification,  arrangement,  and  cata- 
loguing?    In  brief,  this:     Let   the    reader 


•whose  need  is  limited  to  finding  a  specific 
thing  be  able  to  find  it  by  that  ready  refer- 
ence, the  '*  dictionary  arrangement**  Let  the 
reader  whose  need  is  that  of  the  literature  of 
a  subject  find  the  library  classified  by  a  com- 
prehensive system,  sufficiently  closely  classi- 
fied to  respond  to  his  varying  needs,  supplied 
with  a  subject  index,  as  a  ready  key  to  the 
whole,  arranged  on  the  shelves  with  as  close 
an  approach  to  correspondence  to  abstract 
classification  as  is  found  practicable,  and  the 
shelves  accessible  to  the  intelligent  student 
wherever  practicable.  But  even  if  he  has  all 
these,  the  reader  must  still  have  them,  plus 
the  privilege  of  a  special  study-room  where 
the  bringing  of  books  from  other  por- 
tions of  the  library  may  correct  the  inade- 
quacy of  shelf  arrangement  already  referred 
to;  plus  the  helps  furnished  by  bibliographies 
in  supplying  a  bird*s-eye  view  of  the  subject, 
not  possible  in  this  particular  library;  plus 
the  helps  supplied  by  subject  catalogues,  for 
subjects  on  which  no  bibliographies  have 
been  printed;  plus  all  reference  lists  and 
other  miscellaneous  varieties  of  help — and 
even  this  is  not  sufficient,  unless  we  add,  also, 
plus  the  librarian  himself,  that  he  may  correct 
and  supplement  all  deficiencies  and  inade- 
quacies of  the  various  kinds  specifically  men- 
tioned above,  by  his  own  trained,  interested, 
and  efiEectual  service  of  the  reader. 


THE    PROPER   LIGHTING    OF   LIBRARY  ROOMS. 


BY  W:   I.  FLETCHER,   LIBRARIAN  OF  AMHERST  COLLEGE  LIBRARY. 


ii  T  ET  there  be  light  I "  was  the  first  creative 
word,  and  from  that  time  to  this,  who- 
ever would  accomplish  any  work  worth  doing, 
must  have  light.  There  are  deeds  of  darkness, 
and  men  who  love  darkness,  rather  than  light ; 
but  these  are  evil  men  and  deeds.  Good  men 
are  children  of  the  day,  and  good  deeds  are 
best  done  with  the  fullest  light.  And  there  are 
many  kinds  of  work  that  make  special  de- 
mands in  this  line.  Among  them,  foremost 
I  might  have  said,  is  work  with  books.  This 
has  always  been  recognized.  From  the  first, 
schoolrooms  and  libraries  were  well  supplied 


with  large  windows.  An  ancient  engraving  of 
the  library  of  the  University  at  Leyden  shows 
a  room  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  fully 
twice  the  height  of  the  book-cases  it  contains 
(which,  by  the  way,  are  arranged  in  two  rows 
down  the  room,  as  in  our  modem  libraries), 
the  upper  half  of  the  side  walls  being  full  of 
large  windows. 

Most  libraries  built  with  alcoves  have  had  a 
good  window  in  each  alcove,  so  that  the  books 
were  superabundantly  lighted,  the  reading- 
tables  in  the  middle  of  the  room  taking  their 
leavings.    But  with  the  rapid  growth  of  libra- 
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ries  in  recent  years,  and  the  consequent  de- 
mand, especially  in  the  cities,  for  economy  of 
room,  the  wall  space  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  taken  for  windows,  has  been  pre- 
empted by  shelving,  and  light  has  been  intro- 
duced at  the  top  of  the  room,  where  shelving 
cannot  be  put  by  any  device  yet  known,  even 
to  the  Library  Bureau.  But  roof  light  has  its 
disadvantages;  and,  with  the  advent  of  the 
electric  light,  daylight  has  come  to  be  at  a  dis- 
count with  some  librarians,  the  proposition  be- 
ing gravely  made  and  entertained,  to  dispense 
with  it  altogether  as  a  means  of  lighting  book- 
shelving.  In  Mr.  Cutter's  apocalyptic  vision 
of  the  Buffalo  library  in  1983,  he  saw  that 
there  was  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the 
moon,  to  give  light  therein,  for  the  electric 
light  was  there  in  all  its  glory. 

It  is  my  present  purpose  to  answer  the 
question,  "  Shall  daylight  be  abolished  ? " 
and,  answering  it  in  the  negative,  to  indicate 
how  it  may  best  be  made  available  in  rooms 
used  for  the  storage  of  books. 

The  coming  man,  as  viewed  in  the  light  of 
current  tendencies  in  civilization,  is  not  an 
attractive  figure.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
by  our  scientific  friends  that  he  will  be  sans 
hair,  sans  teeth,  sans  eyesight.  The  coming 
bookworm,  built  in  this  way,  will,  of  course, 
work  in  the  library  at  noonday  by  the  electric 
light.  But,  after  all,  are  we  content  to  let 
this  coming  man  hasten  his  coming?  Some 
of  us  hope  not  to  live  to  see  him.  We 
would  rather  place  obstacles  in  his  way. 
We  would  study  the  requirements  of  nature, 
and  try  to  reintroduce  the  natural  man,  who 
seems  to  be  disappearing,  rather  than  give 
way  to  the  reign  of  artificialism.  To  this  end 
we  are  putting  into  our  schoolrooms  furniture 
calculated  to  check  the  stooping  habit,  so 
productive  of  myopia.  Medicine  is  being 
reduced  to  a  system  of  nature-aiding;  and 
the  remedies  of  nature,  so  finely  set  forth 
by  Dr.  Oswald  a  few  years  since,  are  the 
coming  phannacopeia.  That  which  is  natural, 
which  smacks  of  out-doors  and  the  clear  sky, 
is  recognized  as  more  wholesome  for  both 
body  and  mind  than  the  artificial,  even  though 
some  of  our  devices  "  beat  natur'  all  holler." 

This  temper  of  mind  prepares  us  to  demand 


daylight  in  our  libraries,  as  being  worth  the 
sacrifice  of  other  apparent  advantages.  We 
may  well  say,  "  Give  us  dayb'ght,^  even  if  we 
have  fewer  books,  or  have  to  travel  farther  to 
find  them."  After  all,  it  is  to  compactness  of 
storage  that  daylight  has  generally  been  sacri- 
ficed, and  this  needlessly.  It  might  as  well 
be  frankly  confessed  here,  that  this  paper  is 
but  another  plea  for  a  certain  method  of 
library  construction ;  namely,  that  so  ably  ad- 
vocated by  Dr.  Poole,  and  now  so  well  exem- 
plified in  the  new  building  at  Yale  University. 
Approaching  it  from  our  present  point  of  view, 
we  recognize  in  this  construction  the  ideal 
method  of  lighting  book-shelving.  It  fur- 
nishes light  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  most 
useful;  namely,  in  a  diffused  form.  Large 
side  windows  let  too  strong  a  light  upon  the 
books  near  them,  to  their  decided  injury. 
Roof  light  is  not  available  in  the  lower  part  of 
a  high  building,  and  in  the  upper  parjt  it  is 
accompanied  by  roof  heat.  Floors  of  per- 
forated iron  or  of  heavy  glass  are  only  mod- 
erately translucent.  In  the  central  portion  of 
a  large  stack,  what  do  we  find  for  light? 
Looking  directly  upwards,  we  see  that  a  few 
broken  pencils  of  light  reach  our  eye  from  the 
skylight.  But  when  these  touch  the  backs  of 
the  books,  it  is  only  vertically,  and  they  give 
little  help  in  reading  their  titles.  From  the 
large  side  windows,  light  is  poured  in  abun- 
dantly ;  but  twenty  feet  away  from  the  side  of 
the  room,  one  looks  at  the  windows  as  a  per- 
son standing  in  a  tunnel  looks  out  through  its 
mouth.  Not  much  of  the  light  from  the  en- 
trance rests  upon  the  side  wadls ;  or,  where  it 
does,  it  is  so  lateral  that  its  effect  is  confus- 
ing, rather  than  illuminating.  So  in  these 
passages  in  the  stack.  There  may  be-all 
out  doors"  at  the  end  of  the  passage,  but, 
reaching  the  books  only  laterally,  it  does  not 
make  it  easy,  a  few  feet  away  into  the  pas- 
sage, to  read  their  titles. 

One  thus  comes  to  see  that  the  proper 
lighting  of  shelves  is  not  a  question  of  the 
way  in  which  light  shall  be  introduced  in 
rays  or  streams,  for  neither  vertical,  lateral, 
or  slanting  streams  of  light  will  fall  upon  the 
backs  of  all  the  volumes  in  closely  placed  cases 
in  such  a  way  as  to  foirly  light  them  up.    By 
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only  one  method  can  this  be  accomplished, 
and  that  is  by  diffusion.  And  only  one  way 
of  providing  this  diffused  light  between  cases 
placed  in  rows  has  been  suggested,  and  that 
is  the  method  of  construction  I  am  advocat- 
i°gt  by  means  of  which  an  ample  space  above 
the  cases  is  flooded  with  light,  which  diffuses 
itself  through  the  spaces  between  the  book 
cases,  and  lights  every  part  nearly  evenly. 
It  is  not  claimed  that  any  room,  even  on  this 
plan,  gets  a  good  supply  of  daylight  in  all  weath- 
ers ;  but  this  is  tlie  one  known  way  by  which 
what  daylight  there  is  can  be  appropriated. 

A  room  60  feet  wide  can  be  well  filled 
with  diffused  light  by  windows,  6  to  8  feet 
high,  placed  at  the  top  of  the  side  walls  as 
thick  as  they  can  be  placed  without  taking 
out  too  much  of  the  wall.  In  the  new  Yale 
building  they  are  not  over  6  feet  high,  and 
occupy  about  one-half  the  wall  space  laterally. 
I  am  not  sure,  from  an  examination  of  those 
rooms,  that  the  light  is  ample.  The  window 
area  could  easily  have  been  50  per  cent 
greater,  and  then  I  feel  sure  it  would  be.  The 
diffusion  of  the  light,  or,  rather,  its  reflection 
downwards,  is  aided  there,  as  it  should  always 
be,  by  white  ceilings. 

Of  course  the  near  proximity  of  other  high, 
buildings  will  render  nugatory  almost  any  pro- 
vision for  window  light.  But  no  library  build- 
ing of  any  importance  should  be  erected  with- 
out at  least  two  sides  free  from  the  possibility 
of  the  near  approach  of  other  buildings.  In 
the  larger  cities,  with  the  modem  tendency 
to  erect  much  higher  buildings  without  widen- 
ing the  streets,  windows  on  the  street  may  not 
be  very  productive  of  light  in  the  lower  sto- 
ries. But  it  is  being  shown  by  the  Mercantile 
Library  building  in  St.  Louis,  and  the  one 
now  about  erecting  for  the  New  York  Mer- 
cantile, that  a  half-million  volumes  can  be  ac- 
commodated in  the  upper  stories  of  a  moder- 
ately high  building.  It  may  yet  appear  that 
the  modem  rapid-running  elevator  sets  the 
key  for  city-library  architecture  more  than  any 
other  ^influence  whatever. 

The  demand  for  a  good  diffusion  of  light 
among  books  in  situ  on  the  shelves,  turns  to 
some  extent,  it  must  be  admitted,  on  the 
methods  of  use  in  vogue. 


If  readers  are  confined  to  reading-rooms, 
and  only  attendants  frequent  the  shelves,  a 
good  light  there  seems  less  essential.  Even 
then,  however,  it  is  very  desirable  for  the 
avoidance  of  the  mistakes  so  constantly  oc- 
curring, where  attendants  get  and  replace 
books  in  the  dark.  An  electric  light  which 
can  be  turned  on  at  any  moment  is  only  a 
partial  remedy,  as  an  attendant,  with  hands 
occupied,  will  often  work  in  the  dark,  to  avoid 
the  slight  trouble  of  turning  the  button  and 
handling  the  light 

But  the  whole  idea  of  library  books  being 
stored  away  in  places  whence  they  are  to  be 
brought  to  readers  one  or  two  at  a  time  is 
falling  into  discredit  In  the  reports  of  some 
college  libraries,  special  emphasis  is,  nowa- 
days, laid  on  the  increase,  year  by  year,  of 
admissions  to  the  shelves.  In  many  of  the 
public  libraries,  while  the  general  access  of 
the  public  to  the  shelves  is  not  thought  of, 
provision  is  made  for  those  specially  needing 
such  access  for  purposes  of  study  to  have  it. 
More  and  more  students  perceive  the  value 
of,  and  demand,  opportunities  for  the  use  of 
books  where  they  stand.  Especially  is  this 
true  if  the  classification  is  what  it  should  be, 
and  one  can  expect  to  find  together  the  books 
on  a  given  subject 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  genius  of  our 
public-library  system,  as  so  well  set  forth  by 
the  remarks  of  Senator  Patterson  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  conference,  favors  this  idea  of 
access  to  the  book  shelves  for  the  student. 
It  is  safe  to  predict  that  there  will  be  a  con- 
stant increase  of  shelf  use  of  our  libraries, 
and  to  assert  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  erect  a 
new  library  building  regardless  of  the  exigen- 
cies of  tMs  use.  One  of  the  first  of  these 
exigencies  is  abundant  and  well-distributed 
light  Another  is,  room  to  work  among  the 
books.  These  combine  to  protest  against  an 
excessive  economy  of  room  in  library  build- 
ings. It  ought  to  be  accepted  as  an  axiom 
in  library  architecture,  as  in  all  other,  that 
room  can  be  provided  for  all  necessary  pur- 
poses. When  so  necessary  purposes  as  good 
light,  comfortable  temperature,  and  decent 
ventilation  demand  room,  they  can  have  it, 
whether  in  dwelling,  school,  or  library. 
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REPORT  ON  LIBRARY  ARCHITECTURK 


BY  H:    M.  UTL9Y,   LIBRARIAN    DETROIT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


HTHERE  is  a  story,  probably  of  antediluvian 
origin,  of  a  man  who  went  forth  to  lecture 
on  the  subject  of  intemperance,  and  took  along 
his  brother,  a  picturesque  drunkard,  whom  he 
exhibited  as  a  "frightful  example."  In  li- 
brary architecture  it  is  not  necessary  to  seek 
far  to  find  things  to  be  avoided ;  for  even  in 
these  modem  times  inexperienced,  though 
well-meaning,  architects  and  building  com- 
mittees have  erected  library  buildings  that 
are  little  less  than  monstrosities.  I  visited 
one  a  few  years  ago  that  comes  near  deserv- 
ing this  classification.  It  was  built  at  public 
expense  and  at  considerable  cost.  It  con- 
sisted of  a  single  room,  with  one  gallery 
about  nine  feet  above  the  floor.  The  books 
were  arranged  about  the  walls  and  in  the 
gallery.  There  was  a  desk  at  one  side,  at 
which  the  public  applied  for  books,  being 
separated  from  the  cases  by  a  railing  which 
ran  between  the  posts  which  supported  the 
gallery.  There  was  no  place  for  the  librarian 
to  sit  down,  or  even  to  hang  his  hat;  there 
was  no  place  for  the  library  assistants  to 
deposit  their  umbrellas  or  to  wash  their 
hands.  In  fact,  there  was  not  a  single  one 
of  the  many  conveniences  necessary  for 
doing  the  work  of  the  library  —  no  place  for 
unpacking,  classifying,  and  cataloguing  books ; 
no  place  for  labelling,  numbering,  repairing 
books ;  no  place  for  reading  or  for  anjrthing 
except  taking  books  from  the  shelves  and 
handing  them  to  applicants,  or  reversing  the 
process.  The  people  who  contrived  the  build- 
ing apparently  acted  on  the  theory  that  this 
was  the  only  thing  to  be  done  in  a  library. 
They  grossly  misappropriated  even  the  space 
at  their  disposal,  for  they  left  the  room  open 
to  a  lofty  ceiling,  instead  of  converting  their 
gallery  into  a  second  floor,  which  would  have 
nearly  doubled  the  floor  area  of  the  building. 
Then,  with  a  few  partitions  they  might  have 
provided  convenient  rooms  for  all  the  various 
purposes  desired.     But  they  left  the  librarian 


and  attendants  to  improvise  the  necessary 
conveniences  as  best  they  might.  The  li- 
brarian drove  a  nail  into  a  window  casing  upon 
which  to  hang  his  hat ;  he  drove  nails  into 
the  book  cases  upon  which  the  attendants 
hung  their  wraps;  he  put  a  table  into  one 
comer  for  his  own  seat,  and  into  another  for 
his  cataloguer ;  he  fixed  up  a  dark  basement 
for  a  reading-room.  If  these  people  had 
been  building  a  stable ,  they  would  have  had 
some  idea  what  was  wanted ;  but  of  a  library 
they  had  no  knowledge  whatever.  It  is  to  be 
feared  that  there  is  more  than  one  library  in 
this  country,  fair  without  and  impressive  to 
look  upon,  but  within  as  ill-contrived  for  its 
purposes  as  possibly  could  be. 

There  is  fashion  in  library  architecture,  as 
in  other  things.  Probably  it  would  be  a  better 
statement  of  this  idea  to  say  that  there  is  a 
prevailing  style,  which  varies  at  different 
periods.  There  was  an  era  of  the  gothic 
cathedral  style ;  the  interior  one  large  and  lofty 
room  with  galleries,  and  the  books  arranged 
in  alcoves  along  the  walls.  This  style  is  no 
longer  popular.  In  some  eastem  cities  where 
they  have  more  churches  than  they  know  what 
to  do  with,  it  happens  sometimes,  even  now-a- 
days,  that  they  convert  an  old  church  into  a 
library.  The  main  floor  and  the  galleries  are 
utilized  for  book  cases.  But  the  old  shell  is 
usually  supplemented  by  a  modem  wing,  with 
reading-rooms,  work-rooms  and  oiffices,  for  the 
convenience  of  all  concerned.  In  this  arrange- 
ment there  is  immense  waste  of  room.  But 
we  cannot  be  altogether  divorced  from 
tradition,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  some  peo- 
ple should  consider  an  old  church  just  the 
thing  for  a  library,  especially  if  they  cannot 
do  better.  In  some  western  cities  it  is  a 
popular  expedient  to  move  the  library  into  the 
city  hall,  which  is  usually  a  central  and  com- 
modious building.  This  may  answer  as  a 
temporary  device,  pending  the  construction  of 
proper  quarters.    I  have  in  mind  a  narrow 
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escape  from  an  attempt  to  remodel  an  old 
municipal  building  for  library  purposes.  Fort- 
unately the  trustees  gave  the  matter  a  sober 
second  thought,  razed  the  old  building,  and 
commenced  their  new  structure  with  the 
foundation. 

The  current  idea  as  to  style  of  architecture 
for  libraries  of  moderate  dimensions  is  the 
Romanesque,  generally  modified  in  some 
particulars ;  material,  stone  of  two  contrasting 
colors,  or  brick  and  stone ;  roof,  tile  or  slate. 
The  interior  shows  a  handsome  vestibule, 
spacious  hallway  and  offices  for  the  librarian 
and  cataloguers.  There  are  separate  reading- 
rooms  for  men  and  women  and  a  room 
devoted  to  the  public  who  seek  books  that 
circulate.  All  these  are,  or  should  be,  on  the 
ground  floor.  Usually  provision  is  made  in 
the  basement  for  packing-room,  with  lift  to 
the  cataloguer's  room,  directly  above  it,  as 
well  as  for  heating  apparatus  and  fuel  storage. 
The  second  story  is  usually  arranged  for  a 
lecture  hall  and  art  gallery,  with  possibly 
special  reading  and  study  rooms  for  seminary 
work,  which  is  becoming  one  of  the  features 
of  intellectual  development  in  connection  with 
enterprising  libraries.  The  books  themselves 
are  stored  compactly  in  closely  arranged 
stacks,  generally  two  stories  of  7}i  to  8  feet 
each  in  height.  This  stack-room  is  a  rear 
wing  of  brick,  severely  plain  both  without  and 
within,  lighted  by  lofty  windows,  and  separated 
from  the  main  edifice  by  very  solid  walls,  as 
security  in  case  of  fire.  The  book  wing  is 
properly  so  planned  that  it  can  be  extended  as 
the  increase  in  number  of  books  demands 
more  room,  while  the  front  or  main  portion  of 
the  building  remains  unchanged. 

It  is  the  book-quarters  which  are  con- 
stantly crowding.  If  the  library  is  to  grow, 
wise  foresight  makes  provision,  not  only  for  a 
reasonable  period  in  the  future,  but  plans  for 
all  possible  enlargement  without  disturbing 
the  general  arrangement.  I  have  in  mind 
a  building  erected  for  a  library,  which  was 
planned  with  a  capacity  of  five  times  the 
number  of  volumes  then  on  hand.  This 
seemed  at  the  time  to  be  an  immense  number 
of  books,  and  the  date  when  that  number 
would  be  reached  appeared  in  the  dim  and 


hazy  future  so  remote  that  it  was  not  worth 
considering.  Accordingly  no  possible  loop- 
hole was  left  after  the  limit  has  been  reached. 
The  trustees  must  either  destroy  all  that  has 
been  built,  and  begin  anew,  or  they  must 
erect  a  new  and  separate  building,  and  divide 
the  books,  very  greatly  to  the  detriment  of 
the  interests  of  the  library  and  its  patrons. 
It  is  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  stack 
system,  almost  universally  adopted  in  recent 
buildings,  that  it  admits  of  indefinite  expan- 
sion at  a  minimum  of  cost  and  iiiconvenience. 
A  novelty  in  the  stack,  imderstood  to  be  the 
suggestion  of  Prof.  Dewey,  has  been  adopted 
by  the  architects  of  the  Albright  Library,  at 
Scranton,  Pa.  The  first  floor  of  the  stack- 
room  is  dropped  3)^  feet  below  the  delivery 
desk  floor.  The  stacks  are  7  feet  high,  and 
consequently  the  upper  stack  is  3^  feet 
above  the  delivery  floor.  This  affords  great 
convenience  in  taking  books  from  the  stack 
to  the  delivery  desk  or  in  returning  them,  as 
they  can  be  handed  by  the  attendant  to  the 
delivery  clerk,  or  vice  versa^  without  making 
use  of  elevators. 

The  facts  gathered  for  this  report  show 
that  the  library  interests  of  this  country  are 
advancing.  The  report  presented  last  year 
by  Mr.  Van  Name  covered  the  ground  very 
completely,  and  made  mention  of  a  large 
number  of  building  enterprises  then  in  con- 
templation or  in  progress.  This  confines  me 
to  strictly  new  projects,  since  I  have  not 
thought  it  worth  while  to  further  discuss  any 
of  the  buildings  heretofore  mentioned.  It  is 
necessarily  the  case  that  important  and  exten- 
sive ones  occupy  several  years  in  construc- 
tion, but,  having  been  once  described,  the 
limits  of  an  annual  report  forbid  repetition. 

Dealing,  therefore,  with  the  new  enter- 
prises, I  have  specifically  mentioned  some 
forty,  the  aggregate  cost  of  which  exceeds 
$3,000,000.  A  considerable  proportion  of 
this  sum  is  made  up  by  the  buildings  of  the 
Mercantile  libraries  of  New  York  and  San 
Francisco  and  the  Public  library  of  St.  Louis, 
which  are  in  a  certain  sense  business  schemes ; 
that  is,  the  buildings  are  designed  to  produce 
a  revenue  from  commercial  uses  and  only 
incidentally  for  library  purposes,  though  they 
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are  none  the  less  admirably  adapted  to  sach 
purposes. 

It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  activity  in  li- 
brary matters  is  confined  to  no  section  of  the 
country,  but  prevails  in  the  new  states  of  the 
extreme  west  and  in  Canada,  as  well  as  in 
New  England  and  in  the  central  states.  Com- 
paratively few  in  number,  though  some  of  the 
chiefest  in  importance,  of  the  enterprises 
mentioned,  are  prosecuted  with  public  funds. 
In  several  instances  the  municipality  co6p- 
erates  with  private  munificence  in  furnishing 
a  site,  or  in  assuming  to  undertake  and  per- 


praiseworthy  spirit  of  enlightened  individual 
liberality  mentioned  in  earlier  reports  on  this 
subject,  and  more  completely  covered  by 
another  report  at  this  meeting,  is  shown 
throughout  the  whole  land.  Men  and  women 
of  wealth  are  founding  in  the  places  of  their 
birth  or  residence  perpetual  memorials  of 
themselves  or  members  of  their  families,  in 
the  form  of  libraries.  Best  of  all,  these  noble 
establishments  or  endowments  are  not  now- 
a-daysleft  as  bequests  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies of  heirs  and  executors,  but  are  ante- 
mortem  gifts,  whose  fruition  the  benefactors 
themselves  in  some  measure  share. 


petuate   plans   originated   by  others.     The 

The  detailed  accounts  of  the  buildings,  which  were  not  read  at  the  Conference,  will  be  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 


BY    CAROLINE    M.   HSWINS,    LIBRARIAN    HARTFORD  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 


T  AST  June,  800  postal  cards,  asking  for 
statements  of  gifts  and  bequests  received, 
were  sent  to  the  libraries  in  the  United 
States  reporting  5,000  or  more  volumes  in 
the  Library  journal  for  January,  1887  and 
1889.  Only  about  200  of  these  libraries  have 
answered  the  cards.  Some  request  more 
definite  information  as  to  whether  all  gifts, 
or  only  gifts  of  money,  are  to  be  counted. 
Others  write,  "  no  gifts,  no  bequests.**  Many 
send  minute  particulars;  many  more  only 
vague  generalities.  Some  tabulate  their 
statements,  others  scatter  them  through  let- 
ters of  several  pages.  From  these  answers, 
and  the  files  of  the  Library  joumai^  some 
incomplete  returns  have  been  gathered. 
Many  of  the  largest  and  best-endowed  libra- 
ries in  the  country  are  yet  to  be  heard  from. 
Those  from  which  reports  have  been  gathered 
show  that  they  have  received  $22,043,997.63 
in  money,  and  268,401  volumes.  In  many 
cases,  there  is  a  delicious  vagueness  in  the 
answers.  One  librarian  reports,  ''Gifts  of 
books,  in  the  last  few  years,  enough  to  make 
a  library  of  respectable  size."  (Opinions 
vary  concerning  the  stage  at  which  the  size 
of  a  library  reaches  respectability,  and  the 


imagination  of  the  reader  may  play  anywhere 
between  the  limits  of  ten  volumes  and  10,000.) 

The  gifts,  not  uncommon  in  our  New  Eng- 
land libraries,  of  five,  or  ten,  or  twenty,  or 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  look  small  beside  the 
millions  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  John  Crerar, 
Walter  Newberry,  Dr.  James  Rush,  or  our 
loved  and  honored  brother,  Lloyd  P.  Smith. 
These  lesser  gifts,  however,  must  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance.  They  often  reveal 
much  of  the  giver's  personality,  tastes,  and 
habits.  It  is  a  wise,  far-seeing  man  of  busi- 
ness who  makes  the  provision  that  only  three 
fourths  of  the  income  of  his  bequest  shall  be 
spent,  and  the  other  fourth  added  to  the  prin- 
cipal for  a  specified  number  of  years.  This  is 
the  best  form  in  which  a  library  can  receive  a 
gift.  An  old  lady,  living  in  a  Massachusetts 
country  town,  left  to  the  town  library  $2,000, 
all  she  had;  another  the  income  of  $1,000, 
specifying,  as  Mr.  Crerar  did,  that  it  was  for 
purchasing  books  of  a  good  moral  character. 

One  librarian  suggests  that,  if  her  library 
were  named  for  the  town  and  not  for  the 
giver,  it  would  receive  more  books.  This  is 
worth  consideration.  A  building  named  in 
honor  of  the  rich  man  who  has  founded  it,  or 
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the  member  of  his  family  to  whom  he  wishes 
to  erect  a  memorial,  never  has  the  same  hold 
upon  the  people  of  a  town  or  city  as  the 
simple  "Free  Library"  or  "  Public  Library." 
Let  his  name  be  perpetuated  in  a  hall,  a 
collection,  or  an  alcove ;  but,  unless  he  gives 
a  sum  which  will  keep  the  library  in  good 
condition,  it  is  better  that  it  should  be  known 
as  the  gift  of  Mr.  Rindge  is  in  Cambridge,  by 
the  name  of  the  city. 
It  is  to  be  desired  that  librarians  should 


urge  the  endowment  of  special  alcoves  or  the 
purchase  of  special  collections.  Most  libra- 
ries are  cramped  and  crippled,  unable  to  keep 
up  with  the  newest  works  on  any  subject.  Let 
the  man  who  has  $20,000  to  give,  endow  an 
alcove  of  science,  or  history,  or  whatever 
subject  he  pleases,  and  allow  one  fourth  of 
the  income  to  accumulate,  and  he  will  do  a 
library  more  lasting  benefit  than  if  he  gave 
a  building,  or  spent  the  whole  of  the  money 
at  once  in  books. 


The  replies  from  the  libraries,  which  were  not  read  at  the  Conference,  will  be  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


LIBRARY  EXPERTS  — THEIR    RIGHTS  AND  DUTIES. 


BY    MISS    H.    E.    GREEN,    ASSISTANT,    BOSTON    ATHENiEUM. 


HTHE  ordinary  dictionary  definition  of  the 
word  expert^  used  as  a  substantive  is 
"one  taught  by  use,  practice,  or  experience." 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  quite  enough; 
that  it  takes  something  more  than  experience 
alone  to  make  a  thorough  expert.  We  have 
all,  probably,  seen,  in  various  libraries  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  sundry  persons  of 
many  long  years*  experience,  if  that  were  all, 
whose  opinion  no  one  would  consider  of  any 
value,  except,  perhaps,  in  mere  matters  of 
fact,  who  have  plodded  along  for  years  in 
the  same  rut,  doing  the  same  work,  day  after 
day,  in  the  same  perfunctory  way,  never  think- 
ing of  the  reason  for  its  being  done  in  that 
manner,  never  improving  on  the  old  methods, 
and  resenting  the  smallest  attempt  at  change, 
because  it  involves  the  labor  of  accepting  a 
new  idea.  Who  would  think  of  considering 
these  as  anything  but  fossil  remains  ? 

A  better  definition  seems  to  be,  "one 
thoroughly  versed  or  skilled  in  any  depart- 
ment of  science  or  art;"  and,  in  the  legal 
sense,  "one  possessing  a  knowledge  of  any 
subject  greater  than  can  be  possessed  by  men 
in  general."  Both  these  definitions  embrace 
the  first  one ;  the  knowledge  must  be  neces- 
sarily based  on  experience,  and  on  principles 
which  have  been  tried  and  tested  by  its  light. 
The  true  expert,  taught  both  by  general  knowl- 


edge, and  by  use,  practice,  and  experience  in 
applying  it,  not  to  one  system  alone,  but  to 
the  best  parts  of  as  many  as  exist,  has  clear 
and  well-defined  reasons  on  which  his  prin- 
ciples rest.  He  does  a  thing  in  a  certain  way, 
not  because  he  has  always  seen  it  done  so, 
but  because  he  has  looked  into  the  results  of 
such  a  method,  and,  either  by  his  own  or 
others'  experience,  has  found  it  best  adapted 
to  the  end  he  has  in  view.  And  so  he  is 
able  to  accomplish  whatever  work  he  has  in 
charge  with  the  greatest  thoroughness  and 
economy,  not  of  money  alone,  but  of  time, 
which  is  money,  though,  as  every  one  knows, 
it  does  not  always  appear  in  the  accounts ;  he 
does  not  fall  into  the  error  of  doing  work 
which  afterward  turns  out  to  be  worthless.  I 
have  seen  hundreds — perhaps  I  might  say, 
thousands  —  of  dollars  as  absolutely  wasted  as 
if  they  had  been  thrown  into  the  fire,  in  doing 
a  large  quantity  of  work  in  a  certain  way, 
which  was,  a  few  years  afterward,  abolished, 
and  every  bit  of  it  pulled  out  and  destroyed. 
And  it  says  a  great  deal  for  the  progress  of 
library  science  in  the  last  twenty  years,  that 
the  gentlemen  by  whose  authority,  and  under 
whose  direction,  this  work  was  done,  were,  at 
that  time,  considered  experts  than  whom 
there  were  none  greater.  But  they  were  not 
experti  of  this   method ;  they  had  not  tried 
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it;  they  could  evolve  the  system  only  out 
of  their  own  inner  consciousness,  and  it 
foiled. 

Some  people  seem  to  use  the  word  expert 
in  the  sense  of  a  person  who  has  studied  any 
subject,  no  matter  how  short  a  time  or  how 
superficially.  Not  long  ago,  it  was  said  to  me» 
in  speaking  of  some  young  man,  *'  Oh,  he  is  a 
chemical  expert;  he  has  been  through  the 
course  at  the  Institute  of  Technology  I  *' 
Granting  that  the  student  had  made  the  best 
possible  use  of  his  opportunities,  I  think  no 
one  who  understood  the  meaning  of  words 
would  take  the  one  to  be  the  consequence  of 
the  other.  I  have  more  than  once  been  asked, 
when  applied  to  for  some  piece  of  catalogue 
work  which  I  had  to  refuse,  "  Could  not  we 
get  a  real  expert  from  the  Library  School  ?  *' 
and  I  have  had  to  reply  that  the  Library 
School  did  not  supply  real  experts.  And  I 
think,  in  this  careless  understanding  of  the 
idea,  lies  a  danger  for  the  school,  even  among 
its  friends — the  danger  of  expecting  too 
much.  It  turns  out  its  students,  just  ready  to 
begin  the  work  of  making  themselves  experts ; 
it  gives  them  the  thorough  grounding  in  all 
the  details  of  library  work,  which  enables 
them  to  form  opinions  and  principles,  to  be 
tested  by  after  experience,  which  no  working 
in  one  well-defined  rut  of  any  one  library 
could  give,  in  much  more  than  the  two  years 
devoted  to  the  school.  But  it  cannot  do  more ; 
and  this  idea  is  constantly  impressed  on  the 
pupils  by  the  authorities  of  the  school,  who 
never  lose  an  opportunity  of  inculcating  this 
idea.  An  expert  is  not  made  by  theories ;  the 
familiarity  with  the  practical  results  of  differ- 
ent systems  of  work,  which  gives  the  power 
to  extract  and  combine  the  best  parts  of  each, 
to  suit  the  needs  of  different  surroundings, 
must  come  from  the  actual,  practical,  varied 
experience  and  responsibility  of  each  person. 
I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  none  of 
the  graduates  of  the  Library  School  are  fitted 
to  undertake  any  work  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility. Not  at  all ;  some  of  them  have  filled 
the  posts  to  which  they  were  appointed  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner.  Neither  would  I 
say  that  the  very  best  among  them  have  ever 
seemed  to  me  in  the  least  inclined  to  pose 


as  experts;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  apt 
to  err  on  the  side  of  too  much  diffidence. 
I  think  that,  in  cases  where  the  personal  re- 
sponsibility is  an  important  one,  there  is  a 
risk  in  entrusting  it  to  a  person  who  has  not 
given  proofs  of  excellence  in  that  particular 
line  of  work.  The  student  leaves  the  school, 
perhaps  to  take  the  whole  responsibility  of 
some  library,  or  department  of  a  library, 
where,  little  as  he  or  she  knows,  in  compari- 
son with  the  whole  amount  which  needs  to  be 
known,  it  is  more  than  the  knowledge  pos- 
sessed by  any  one  else  in  the  vicinity,  even  by 
those  in  authority.  Work  that  is  never  criti- 
cised is  seldom  perfect ;  the  worker  makes  the 
blunders  of  inexperience,  and,  for  want  of  a 
competent  authority,  these  blunders  repeat 
themselves.  This  danger  seems  to  me  greater 
in  my  own  special  line  of  work  —  dictionary 
cataloguing — than  in  any  other.  A  dictionary 
catalogue  is  very  much  a  thing  of  tradition ;  that 
is,  its  headings  are  determined,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  by  the  usages  of  libraries  whose  cata- 
logues have  been  printed,  and  can  be  consulted. 
But  it  is  impossible  for  the  printed  catalogue 
of  a  library  large  enough  to  be  a  model  to 
others  to  keep  up  with  the  times ;  and  so  the 
inexperienced  worker  is  left,  in  many  cases, 
without  a  precedent,  and  makes  mistakes 
which  are  repeated,  and,  in  time,  crjrstallize 
themselves,  until  the  librarian  awakes  to  the 
consciousness  that  some  parts  of  his  cata- 
logue are  in  a  state  of  confusion,  which  it 
will  take  much  time  and  money  to  set  straight 
I  have  seen  some  of  my  own  pupils  appointed 
to  positions,  to  the  needs  pf  which,  I  felt 
sure,  they  were  incompetent.  Fortunately, 
my  opinion  was  not  asked  on  the  subject; 
and  until  a  library  examiner  is  appointed  by 
the  g(^vernment  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of 
libraries,  as  a  bank  examiner  does  into  those 
of  financial  institutions,  it  is  very  possible 
this  incompetency  may  never  be  discovered ; 
and,  if  it  is,  I  think  the  responsibility  should 
rest  with  the  authorities  who  were  ignorant 
of  the  requirements  of  the  case,  and  not 
with  the  Library  School,  which  sent  the  best 
material  it  had,  or  the  graduates,  whose  only 
fault  was  the  lack  of  the  experience,  which 
no  training  school  on  earth  could  give. 
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An  expert  should  have  the  courage  of  his 
opinions,  and  be  ready  to  resist  any  undue 
interference  with  his  work.  There  are  many 
details  in  the  arrangement  and  administration 
of  a  library,  which  are,  after  all,  only  matters 
of  taste ;  and  in  these  a  person  of  tact  will 
know  when  to  yield.  But  in  matters  affect- 
ing the  real  advantage  of  the  library  and  its 
constituency,  I  believe  in  the  expert  standing 
by  his  colors,  and  maintaining  the  principles 
on  whose  justice  he  is,  more  than  any  one 
else,  qualified  to  decide.  I  know  a  young 
woman  —  I  am  proud  to  say,  a  pupil  of  the 
Library  School  —  who  was  employed  to  cata- 
logue and  arrange  a  library.  Her  employer, 
one  of  those  worthy  persons  whose  principal 
idea  of  the  arrangement  of  books  is  to  have 
them  look  pretty,  and  who  thinks  that  any- 
body can  learn  in  a  week  to  take  charge  of 
them,  almost  insisted  on  her  doing  her  work 
in  a  certain  way.  My  young  friend,  who  had 
borne  without  question  various  things  of 
which  she  did  not  approve,  but  in  which,  as 
she  said,  there  was  no  real  principle  involved, 
at  last  resisted,  and  informed  her  employer 
that  there  was  a  right  and  a  wrong  way  to  do 
most  things,  and  that,  for  the  good  of  the 
library  and  her  own  professional  reputation, 
she  could  not  consent  to  the  wrong  way,  as 
long  as  she  had  the  responsibility  of  the 
work;  she  preferred  to  give  it  up  entirely. 
The  employer  had  the  good  sense  to  yield, 
and  I  believe  the  work  was  properly  finished. 
It  seems  to  me  not  only  the  right  but  the 
duty  of  the  expert,  for  his  own  dignity  and 
that  of  the  whole  profession,  to  resist  non- 
professional interference  in  technical  matters, 
which  it  is  his  business  to  know  and  judge  of 
better  than  any  one  outside.  The  trustees 
of  a  hospital,  when  they  have  placed  at  the 
head  of  it  a  physician  of  whose  character  and 
general  practice  they  approve,  are  not  ex- 
pected to  interfere  with  details  of  internal 
management,  which  can  be  settled  by  medical 
authority  alone.  They  do  not  think  of  going 
into  the  wards,  and  issuing  independent 
orders  to  the  nurses  as  to  the  feeding  and  band- 
aging the  patients^  or  the  ventilation  of  the 
rooms.  A  member,  even  the  chairman  of 
the   Congressional    Committee  on  naval  or 


military  affairs,  does  not  take  it  upon  himself 
to  interfere  in  the  details  of  fitting  out  a  frigate 
or  garrisoning  a  military  post.  Yet  I  have^ 
seen  just  such  interference  as  this  exercised 
in  the  interior  details  of  libraries,  in  some  of 
whose  departments  the  condition  of  the  work 
has  been  assisted  some  distance  toward  a 
state  of  chaos  by  the  unpractical  and  igno- 
rant interference  of  trustees,  and,  it  must  be 
confessed,  the  want  of  energy  and  decision 
of  the  executive  heads.  I  hope  to  see  the 
day  when  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  of  the  government  of  a  library  will 
be  as  distinct  in  their  authority  as  the  re- 
spective branches  of  the  State  and  national 
governments,  and  when  it  shall  be  as  much  a 
matter  of  course  for  the  librarian  to  see  and 
maintain  the  limits  of  bis  exclusive  authority, 
as  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
details  of  his  administration. 

One  of  the  duties  very  often  expected  of  a 
library  expert,  and  one  of  the  most  difficult 
and  least  appreciated,  is  the  training  and 
education  of  local  talent  to  take  his  place  and 
carry  on  the  work  which  he  has  begun.  The 
persons  who  have  it  in  charge  to  open  to 
their  community  a  well-arranged  and  useful 
library,  can  very  seldom  be  made  to  see  that 
one  skilled  permanent  assistant  will  save  the 
institution,  in  actual  dollars  and  cents,  the 
pay  of  two  or  three  ignorant  ones,  who  very 
often  obtain  their  places  through  the  infiuence 
of  local  politics,  or  the  fear  of  the  trustees 
of  making  themselves  unpopular.  And  this 
raw  materia],  often  of  the  most  hopeless 
description,  must  be  worked  over  by  the  un- 
happy expert,  in  the  time,  always  short 
enough,  allowed  for  the  task  of  bringing  the 
library  itself  into  condition  to  be  thrown  open 
to  an  impatient  public,  which  cannot  under- 
stand why  there  is  so  much  work  made  in 
preparing  the  books  to  be  issued.  If  it  knew 
that  the  person  who  expected  to  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  cataloguing  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  books,  was  obliged  to  spend  half 
of  it  in  keeping  an  infant  school  for  persons 
who,  as  happened  in  one  instance,  do  not 
know  whether  to  spell  Europe  with  a  capital 
£,  or  whether  Washington  Irving  was  a  real 
name  or  not,  the  delay  might  be  more  intel- 
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ligible.  In  making  an  estimate  of  the  time 
required  to  arrange  a  new,  or,  what  is  worse, 
to  rearrange  an  old  library,  the  question  next 
after,  **  How  many  books  does  your  library 
contain  ?  **  should  be,  "  How  many  raw  recruits 
am  I  expected  to  drill?"  or  the  expert  will 
find  himself  izr  out  in  his  calculation.  It 
takes  a  long  time  enough  to  train  the  most 
promising  subject ;  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
an  actual  pecuniary  saving  to  every  new 
library,  if  its  places  must  be  filled  by  local 
talent,  to  send  some  such  promising  subject 
to  the  Library  School  for  a  year,  at  the  public 
expense ;  its  authorities  would  certainly  find 
out  how  not  to  do  it  for  a  smaller  price  than 
by  the  present  popular  method. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  real 
and  thorough  library  experts,  comes  an  in- 
crease in  liberality  of  the  spirit  in  which  their 
compensation  is  regarded.  The  days  are 
gone  by  when  any  broken-down  editor  or 
clergyman,  or  any  unoccupied  woman,  was 
considered  entirely  competent  to  be  a  libra- 
rian; when  the  librarian  regarded  his  books 
as  his  own  property,  and  resented  any  attempt 
by  any  one  ebe  to  obtain  one ;  and  when,  as 
in  a  country  town  which  I  know,  the  librarian, 
a  woman  this  time,  could  take  it  upon  herself 
to  force  upon  the  applicants  for  books  such 
as  she  considered  it  proper  for  them  to  read, 
with  the  alternative  of  none  at  all ;  and  gave 
as  a  reason  for  the  delay  in  issuing  some 
anxiously  looked  for  new  books,  that  *<she 
had  not  read  them  herself  yet ;  she  had  had 
too  much  dressmaking  to  do !  '*  Such  officers 
as  these  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  amply 
remunerated  by  the  smallest  pittance  which 
would  keep  soul  and  body  together ;  but  that 
old  order  has  changed,  and  the  pay  of  library 
experts  is  steadily  growing  better ;  although 
there  is  still  much  room  for  improvement; 
more,  it  must  be  said,  here  at  the  East,  than 
in  some  places  farther  west,  where  ideas 
seem  to  broaden  as  they  go  toward  the  setting 
sun.  I  believe  that  in  many  a  western  city  or 
town,  where  we  hear  every  month  of  some 
new  library  being  established,  its  trustees 
would  consider  it  disgraceful  to  offer  to  its 
employes  such  prices  for  their  time  and  labor 
as  are  considered  enough  for  skilled  work  in 


some  of  our  old-established  eastern  libraries, 
where  one  would  think  the  sun  of  enlighten- 
ment should  have  risen  the  hi^^est  It  was 
an  old  joke  in  a  place  where  I  once  was,  that 
the  laboring  men,  who  were  employed  to  move 
the  books  in  some  grand  house-cleaning  con- 
vulsion, did  not  know  enough  to  set  them 
right  side  up,  and  were  paid  therefor  three 
times  the  price  per  hour  of  the  persons  who 
catalogued  them.  Without  going  into  the 
question  of  women's  rights,  for  which  this  is 
not  the  place,  and  of  which  I  am  not  a  spe- 
cially zealous  apostie,  I  must  say,  that  it 
seems  to  me  a  relic  of  barbarism,  that  intel- 
lectual woiic,  if  it  happens  to  be  a  woman's,  is 
worse  paid  than  the  manual  labor  of  the  man 
who  carries  up  and  down  stairs  books  which 
the  woman  must  be  acquainted  with  two  or 
three  languages  to  catalogue.  In  one  library 
with  which  I  am  aurquainted,  there  are  women 
whose  experience,  faithfulness,  knowledge, 
and  general  efficiency  render  them  almost 
indispensable  in  the  economy  of  their  depart- 
ments ;  and  their  pay  is  less  than  half  that  of 
men  who  might  depart  any  day  and  hardly  be 
missed.  I  remember  remarking  on  the  in- 
justice of  such  an  arrangement,  and  being 
answered  in  perfect  seriousness,  ^'But  you 
know  that  young  man  may  want  to  get  married 
some  day  I  '*  It  is  imnecessary  to  say  that  it 
was  not  a  woman  who  brought  forward  this 
weighty  argument,  which  certainly  had  as 
much  effect  as  another  in  silencing  me.  It  is 
easy  for  such  people  to  say  that  if  women  do 
not  like  their  pay,  they  need  not  do  the  work. 
That  is  exactiy  the  principle  which  some  of 
us  are  trying  to  maintain.  I  have  myself 
more  than  once  refused  work  which  I  should 
have  enjoyed  exceedingly,  because  the  com- 
pensation offered  was  so  absurdly  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  and  labor  expected.  It 
was  not  that  I  could  not  afford  to  do  it;  I 
could  have  afforded  it  in  a  money  point  of 
view  perfectiy  well ;  but  I  did  not  choose  to 
cheapen  the  work  by  performing  it  for  less 
than  a  fair  price.  I  am  willing  to  do  mis- 
sionary work,  and  have  done  it,  but  it  must  be 
for  real  objects  of  charity,  and  not  for  im- 
postors. I  believe  there  is  no  other  profession 
in  which  so  much  caprice,  inconsistency,  and 
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injustice  is  exercised  toward  its  experts ;  and 
I  think  the  cause  lies  in  the  absolute  ignorance 
of  people  in  general  of  the  details  and  value  of 
careful  library  work.  People  whose  first  idea 
is  to  obtain  a  cheap  librarian,  will  probably  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  cheap  work ;  although 
we  all  know  perfectly  well  that  the  one  is  by 
no  means  a  natural  consequence  of  the  other. 
In  no  other  profession  is  there  more  enthu- 


siasm, faithfulness,  and  absence  of  self-seeking 
than  in  ours.  And  I  hope,  as  every  year 
sends  out  a  fresh  class  of  devotees,  armed 
and  equipped  for  the  task  of  making  them- 
selves experts,  that  much  of  the  injustice  of 
which  we  complain  may  disappear.  At  pres- 
ent, the  best  advice  I  can  give  the  student  is 
in  the  words  of  Horace  Greeley,  •*  Go  West, 
young  woman,  go  West  I " 


For  the  discussion  of  this  paper  see  Procbbdings  (Fifth  session). 

TRUSTEES   OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES- 


BY    CHARLES   C.   SOULE,   TRUSTEE    OF    THE    BROOKLINE,  MASS.,   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


[Mr.  Soule  said,  in  introduction,  that  on  having 
this  topic  assigned  to  him,  he  had  found  there 
was  little  or  nothing  relating  to  it  in  existing 
library  literature.  It  seemed  necessary,  therefore, 
to  treat  it  in  an  elemental^  manner. 

In  considering  the  subject,  it  became  apparent 
that  there  were  many  kinds  of  trustees,  with  vary- 
ing relations  to  their  libraries.  To  make  the 
treatment  practical,  it  appeared  best  to  exclude 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  State,  colleee,  and 
proprietary  libraries,  and  of  trusts  established  by 
private  benefaction,  and  to  confine  attention  to 
the  most  numerous  class;  that  is,  free  public 
libraries. 

And  as  any  essay  on  library  affairs  is  valuable 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  variety  of  expe- 
rience it  embodies,  the  first  draft  of  this  paper 
was  shown  to  the  librarians  or  trustees  of  a  large 
number  of  libraries  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  has  been  considerably  modified  and 
developed  in  accordance  with  their  suggestions.] 

This  paper  considers  the  constitution  of 
elective  boards  of  trustees  of  free  public 
libraries,  intrusted  with  the  appointment  of 
librarians  and  full  control  of  their  libraries. 

The  subject  can  be  naturally  treated  under 
the  following  heads:  Size  o^  the  board; 
term  of  oiffice ;  qualifications  for  the  position ; 
duties,  individual  and  collective;  organiza- 
tion ;  and  relations  with  the  librarian. 

I.  Size  of  the  Board. 
The  weight  of  opinion  seems  to  be  in  favor 
of  small  boards ;  and  in  small  towns,  where 
the  duties  are  light,  three  trustees  will  usually 
work  more  harmoniously  and  effectively  than 
a  larger  number.  But  in  large  towns  and 
cities  a  more  numerous  board  has  two  advan- 
tages—  there  is  more  chance  of  securing 
among  its  members  one  or  two  men  who  are 


exceptionally  active,  intelligent,  judicious,  and 
interested  in  library  science ;  and  the  board 
may  be  made  more  thoroughly  representative 
of  different  sections  of  the  town  and  different 
elements  in  the  population. 

2.    Term  op  Office. 

The  usual  and  undoubtedly  the  best  com- 
position of  a  board  of  library  trustees  is  to 
divide  it  into  groups,  one  group  going  out  of 
oflfice  each  year.  This  provision  secures  sta- 
bility by  preventing  sudden  changes  of  the 
whole  board  by  intrigue  or  popular  caprice, 
and  is  intended  to  allow  opportunity  for 
gradual  change  whenever  it  is  needed. 

But  does  this  provision  alone  insure  sufii- 
cient  change  to  prevent  stagnation?  The 
position  of  trustee  of  a  library  is  so  pleasant 
and  honorable,  that  the  incumbent  may  wish 
to  retain  it  indefinitely.  The  men  selected  as 
trustees  may  be  personally  so  worthy  and 
popular  that  their  townsmen  are  reluctant  to 
retire  them  compulsorily,  even  when  the  feel- 
ing is  prevalent  that  others  might  serve  more 
acceptably.  To  effect  a  change  under  such 
circumstances  requires  an  effort  approaching 
revolution,  with  danger  of  that  discord  and 
bad  feeling  which  are  so  unfortunate  in 
library  management. 

Would  it  not  be  wise,  in  view  of  this  pos- 
sible danger,  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
graduates  of  Harvard  College  in  electing 
overseers,  and  provide  by  law  that  no  trustee 
shall  hold  office  for  more  than  (say)  three 
successive  terms  of  three  years,  or  nine  years 
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in  all  ?  While  a  library  might  thus  lose  occa- 
sionally an  active  and  efficient  trustee  (who 
could  still  be  reelected  after  being  only  a 
year  out  of  office),  would  it  not  gain  much 
more  than  it  could  lose,  in  keeping  that  close 
contact  with  popular  needs  and  with  new 
ideas,  which  is  so  healthy  and  stimulating  in 
the  management  of  all  public  institutions  ? 

3.    Qualifications  for  the  Position. 

The  ideal  qualifications  for  a  trustee  of  a 
public  library  (a  fair  education  and  love  of 
books  being  taken  for  granted)  might*be  sum- 
marized somewhat  thus :  — 

Sound  character ;  good  judgment  and  com- 
mon-sense; public  spirit;  capacity  for  work; 
literary  taste ;  representative  fitness. 

Men  of  character  and  position  in  the  com- 
munity are  usually  selected  as  trustees ;  but 
it  may  be  assumed  somewhat  too  confidently 
that,  because  a  man  has  been  prominent  in 
political  or  business  or  social  circles,  he  will 
make  a  good  trustee.  It  is  a  mistake  to  put 
in  such  a  position  any  man  who  has  outlived 
his  public  spirit  and  energy. 

Literary  taste  is  placed  low  on  this  list  of 
qualifications,  because  in  any  administrative 
position,  even  in  connection  with  a  library, 
capacity  and  willingness  to  work,  united  with 
common-sense  and  a  fair  education,  are  much 
more  useful  than  a  taste  for  literature  with- 
out the  practical  qualities.  And  of  the  differ- 
ent grades  of  literary  taste,  general  culture 
and  a  wide  range  of  reading  are  generally 
more  serviceable  to  a  public  library  than  the 
knowledge  of  the  scholar  or  the  specialist. 

In  selecting  men  of  prominence  for  trus- 
tees, there  is  danger  of  excluding  too  rigidly 
the  younger  men  who  might  contribute  to  the 
strength  and  efficiency  of  the  board.  There 
is  so  much  activity  and  progress  in  the 
library  work  of  this  generation,  that  the 
adage  "  Old  men  for  counsel,  young  men  for 
action,"  is  not  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
choice  of  trustees,  whose  work  requires  coun- 
sel and  action  in  nearly  equal  degrees. 

With  a  large  board  it  would  seem  wise  to 
select  members  with  some  reference  to  repre- 
sentation of  different  sections  of  the  town, 
and  different  occupations,  interests,  or  nation- 


alities among  the  inhabitants.  This  tends  to 
prevent  dissatisfoction,  and  to  adapt  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  the  general  policy  of  the 
library  to  the  needs  of  the  whole  community, 
rather  than  to  the  wishes  of  special  classes. 

Neither  politics  nor  religious  opinion 
should  of  course  enter  into  the  choice  of 
library  trustees,  except  so  far  as  it  is  unwise 
to  constitute  a  board  exclusively  from  one 
party  or  from  one  denomination. 

4.    Duties,  Individual  and  Collective. 

As  an  individual,  the  trustee  of  a  public 
library  ought  to  realize  that  he  holds  a  high 
and  sacred  trust  from  the  people;  that  he 
has  been  elected  to  preserve  and  extend  the 
privileges  and  benefits  afforded  by  the  library 
in  its  modem  development  as  "  The  People's 
University;"  that  library  science  is  not  to 
be  comprehended  by  intuition,  but  can  be 
learned  only  by  intelligent  observation  and 
study ;  and  that  he  has  no  right  to  accept  or 
hold  the  position  unless  he  can  take  a  lively 
interest  in  the  library,  be  constant  in  attend* 
ance  at  meetings  and  diligent  in  committee 
work,  keep  himself  informed  of  the  current  of 
library  ideas  by  reading  every  number  of  the 
Library  journal^  and,  if  possible,  by  visiting 
other  libraries  than  his  own,  and  watch 
keenly  the  tastes  and  requirements  of  the 
constituency  he  represents. 

The  collective  duties  of  the  board  include 
the  care  of  investments  and  funds,  the  care- 
ful and  economical  supervision  of  expendi- 
tures, the  determination  of  the  policy  of  the  li- 
brary toward  the  public  and  in  its  interior  ad- 
ministration, the  general  direction  of  the 
choice  and  purchase  of  books,  the  selection 
of  the  librarian  and  his  assistants,  constant 
and  critical  observation  of  their  work,  occa- 
sional reckoning  up  of  work  done  and  prog- 
ress made,  comparison  of  results  with  those 
reached  in  other  libraries,  as  a  confirmation 
of  merits  and  a  corrective  for  errors;  and 
such  active  work  of  detail  as  will  assist  the 
librarian  in  performing  his  duties. 
5.    Organization. 

A  large  board  ordinarily  transacts  business 
through  a  chairmain,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer, 
and  one  or  more  committees. 
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The  chainnan  has  few  active  duties,  but  the 
position  requires  judgment  in  appointing  com- 
mittees, and  tact  in  conducting  meetings.  The 
place  is  perhaps  the  highest  public  honor  in 
small  towns,  and  is  usually  and  properly  given 
to  some  trustee  eminent  for  character  and 
public  services. 

In  Mr.  Perkins's  article,  "How  to  make 
Town  Libraries  Successful,"  in  the  **  Govern- 
ment Report  of  1876  on  Public  Libraries,"  it 
is  suggested  that  the  librarian  should  act  as 
secretary  to  the  board  of  trustees ;  but,  aside 
from  the  izct  that  he  usually  has  more  than 
enough  work  to  do  in  his  own  department,  is 
it  not  at  least  doubtful  whether  an  official, 
whose  conduct  may  at  any  time  be  a  proper 
subject  for  confidential  discussion  before  the 
bo2u^  should  serve  as  their  secretary,  and  so 
be  obliged  to  be  present  throughout  all  meet- 
ings ?  The  duties  of  a  secretary  may  properly 
provide  occupation  for  some  member  of  the 
board. 

The  treasurer,  if  he  holds  funds  in  his 
hands,  should  always  be  put  under  bond.  No 
matter  how  trustworthy  he  may  be,  it  is  a 
sound  principle  that  no  official  should  handle 
public  money  without  giving  bond.  His  suc- 
cessor may  not  be  so  careful  or  so  honest, 
and,  unless  the  precedent  is  established  while 
the  danger  of  loss  seems  small,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult and  invidious  to  insist  upon  a  bond 
when  occasion  may  require  it.  If  no  trustee 
is  willing  to  accept  the  position  of  treasurer 
with  bond,  it  is  usually  possible  to  leave  the 
library  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  already 
bonded  town  treasurer,  and  draw  on  them  as 
needed  to  pay  bills. 

As  to  committees,  it  is  better  to  have  as 
many  as  can  be  actively  employed,  in  order  to 
enlist  the  cooperation  or  advice  of  every 
trustee.  In  large  boards,  even  with  small  li- 
braries, four  standing  committees  can  find  oc- 
cupation; namely,  executive,  book,  finance, 
and  progress. 

The  executive  committee  can  take  charge 
of  the  daily  work  of  the  library,  of  purchases, 
and  of  the  care  of  the  building.  They  should 
be  efficient  men,  with  prompt  business  habits, 
with  an  active  interest  in  the  library,  with 
leisure  to  attend  to  their  duties  during  library 


hours,  and  with  sufficient  discretion  to  sift  and 
formulate  business  to  be  presented  at  the 
meetings  of  the  trustees.  While  discharging 
their  executive  duties  promptly  and  thor- 
oughly, they  ought  to  be  careful  not  to  assume 
too  much  of  the  power  and  responsibility 
which  properly  belong  to  the  full  board,  whose 
will  they  are  appointed  to  execute. 

[In  very  large  libraries,  these  duties  of  an 
executive  committee  are  sometimes  subdivided 
among  additional  committees  on  building  and 
grounds,  on  purchase  of  supplies,  on  reading- 
room,  and  so  on,  as  different  departments  in- 
crease in  importance.] 

Inasmuch  as  the  range  of  reading,  the 
literary  taste,  and  the  critical  faculty,  which 
qualify  a  man  to  select  books  for  popular  use, 
are  not  necessarily  united  with  executive 
ability,  it  will  often  be  best  to  intrust  the 
choice  of  books  to  a  book  committee,  selected 
for  that  purpose  alone.  This  is  a  sufficiently 
important  duty  to  occupy  all  the  spare  time 
of  a  committee,  even  where  the  initiative  is 
taken  by  the  librarian,  and  appeal  on  doubt- 
ful points  is  made  to  the  full  board. 

The  duties  of  a  finance  committee  are  often 
confined  to  a  perfunctory  and  occasional  ex- 
amination of  accoimts,  but  they  may  be  made 
very  important.  To  make  and  watch  invest- 
ments, to  provide  that  money  on  deposit  shall 
always  draw  the  best  interest,  to  see  that 
purchases  of  books  and  supplies  are  made  on 
the  most  favorable  terms,  to  keep  close  watch 
on  all  the  controllable  expenditures,[to  exam- 
ine and  verify  bills,  and  to  audit  carefully  the 
treasurer's  accounts,  will  give  full  employ- 
ment to  a  good  committee  of  business  men. 

In  addition  to  these  obviously  useful  com- 
mittees, there  is  another, —  a  "  Committee  on 
Library  Progress," — which  may  often  serve 
to  increase  the  activity  and  efficiency  of  the 
library.  Constituted  from  among  the  younger 
or  more  active  men,  and  from  those  trustees 
who  can  find  opportunity  for  visiting  other 
libraries,  such  a  committee  can  do  good  work 
in  watching  the  experiments  made  elsewhere ; 
in  placing  before  the  board  information  in 
regard  to  improved  methods  of  library  work ; 
in  comparing  the  library  with  other  libraries 
similarly  situated;  and  in  encouraging  their 
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own  librarian,  if  he  be  progressive,  or  in 
stimulating  him,  if  too  conservative.  In 
short,  such  a  committee,  if  both  active  and 
wise,  could  keep  even  the  smallest  town 
library  in  the  full  tide  of  modem  progress. 

It  will  be  best  not  to  leave  too  much  dis- 
cretion or  power  permanently  to  any  com- 
mittee, but  to  require  all  committees  to 
report  their  acts  and  plans  frequently  for  the 
approval  or  criticism  of  the  full  board. 

6.    Relations  with  the  Librarian. 

The  relations  of  the  trustees  with  the  libra- 
rian will  vary  greatly  according  to  circum- 
stances. Some  general  principles  may  be 
suggested,  subject  always  to  ^the  exceptions 
which  prove  the  rule." 

First  of  all,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  trustees  are  the  responsible  managers  of 
the  library,  and  that  so  far  as  they  choose  to 
act,  the  librarian  is  only  their  agent,  bound  in 
honor  to  carry  out  their  wishes  promptly, 
thoroughly,  and  cheerfully. 

If  they  are  fortunate  enough,  however,  to 
have  a  first-class  librarian,  with  superior  abil- 
ity, training,  knowledge,  energy,  wisdom,  and 
tact,  the  trustees  ought  to  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library  practically  to  him,  work- 
ing only  to  lighten  his  labors  and  strengthen 
his  hands. 

But  if— as  sometimes  may  happen — the 
librarian  has  human  limitations,  and  while 
strong  in  some  directions  is  weak  in  others, 
It  is  the  part  of  the  trustees  to  try  to  supple- 
ment, without  impeding,  his  abilities.  If, 
after  ascertaining  his  limitations,  they  decide 
that  he  is  the  best  librarian  they  can  get, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they 
should  note  in  what  lines  he  needs  help,  and 
select  for  committees  the  trustees  best  fitted 


to  do  that  part  of  library  work  which  he  can- 
not satis^ctorily  perform. 

If,  however,  the  librarian  has  executive 
ability,  it  will  be  wise  for  the  trustees  to  let 
him  control  the  selection,  management,  and 
dismissal  of  all  his  assistants ;  if  he  has  good 
judgment  and  what  may  be  called  <*  the  libra- 
rian's feculty,"  it  will  be  wise  to  let  him 
arrange  the  methods  and  details  of  library 
work ;  if  he  has  literary  taste,  it  will  be  espe- 
cially wise  to  allow  him  at  least  the  initiative 
in  the  choice  and  purchase  of  books,  for  he  has 
(or  ought  to  have)  constant  contact  with  the  pub- 
lic and  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  their  wants. 

Although  it  may  not  be  considered  best  for 
the  librarian  to  act  as  their  secretary,  the 
trustees  should  take  him  into  their  confidence, 
consult  him  freely,  and  invite  his  presence 
during  some  part  of  each  board  meeting  and 
of  all  committee  meetings  where  his  advice 
might  be  of  service.  The  librarian  can  prop- 
erly reciprocate  by  allowing  the  board  and 
the  committees  frequent  opportunities  for 
private  conference  and  "executive  session," 
unembarrassed  by  his  presence. 

In  brief,  while  the  trustees  cannot  forget 
that  they  control  both  library  and  librarian, 
they  should  remember  that  the  librarian  is 
chosen  to  be  their  expert  adviser  and  their 
executive  officer,  and,  so  long  as  he  fills  these 
positions  satisfactorily,  they  ought  not  to 
hamper  or  interfere  with,  so  much  as  to 
assist  and  sustain  him  by  their  actions. 

The  relations  of  an  active  librarian  with  an 
active  board  of  trustees  demand  discretion 
and  consideration  on  both  sides.  But  if  the 
librarian  is  sensible,  and  not  too  sensitive, 
and  the  trustees  are  reasonably  harmonious 
and  judicious,  the  cooperation  herein  outlined 
may  be  carried  out  with  success. 
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A  N  old  play  has  it  that  "  trustees  are  not  to 
^^  be  trifled  with,"  and,  as  they  are  not  only 
allowed  bat  invited  to  come  among  the  libra- 
rians to  assert  their  rights  and  their  authority, 
why  should  they  not  do  it  vigorously  ?  Did 
they  not  originate  the  librarian  ?  **  Shall  the 
thing  formed  say  to  him  that  formed  it,  *  Why 
hast  thou  made  me  thus  ? ' " 

Yet  to  assume  such  creative  power  must 
load  us  down  with  responsibilities  —  greater, 
I  fear,  than  some  of  us  have  jojrfully  accepted. 
In  ^ct,  do  not  trustees  incline,  as  a  rule,  to 
throw  too  much  of  the  burden  of  library  ad- 
ministration upon  the  librarian?  If  the  in- 
cumbent of  this  ojffice  is  fairly  willing  and  ca- 
pable, is  he  not  suffered  to  do  pretty  much  as 
he^  pleases,  except  it  may  be  with  regard  to 
such  large  measures  as  the  construction  of 
buildings  and  the  management  of  investments^? 

Proportioned  to  the  authority  of  trustees, 
however,  is  their  responsibility.  To  whom 
much  is  given,  of  them  much  is  required.  And 
the  position  of  the  better  sort  of  trustee  valu- 
able to  the  best  work  of  the  librarian,  is  not 
that  sinecure  seat  sometimes  depicted.  He 
must  constantly  stand  as  the  able  and  ready 
adviser  of  the  librarian,  and  for  the  honor  and 
defence  of  the  library.  He  will  be  made  the 
court  of  ultimate  appeal  in  many  matters,  both 
practical  and  curious.  He  will  receive  letters 
from  all  sorts  of  people,  some  with  gifts  in 
their  hands,  and  some  with  complaints  on 
their  lips ;  some  seeking  favors,  possible  and 
impossible.  Col.  Higginson*s  humorous  way, 
recently,  of  introducing  Phillips  Brooks*as  the 
man  whom  nobody  in  the  Cambridge  library 
could  find  out  the  height  of,  imtil  at  last  the 
inquiry  was  brought  to  him  as  trustee  to  an- 
swer, may  illustrate  the  point. 

Lately  an  article  in  one  of  the  English 
reviews  treats  of  the  "Perils  of  Trustees." 
And  while  no  statute  makes  us  responsible, — 
as  innocent  parties  were  held  to  be  under 
British  law,  in  the  failure  of  the  Glasgow 


Bank, — yet  the  library  trustee  carries  risks, 
both  moral  and  financial,  and  the  place  should 
be  offered  to  none  who  will  not  give  it  a  bona- 
fide  service.  There  is  no  room  for  a  mere 
figure-head  or  ornamental  name  on  a  working 
library  board.  Every  member  of  a  dh-ectory, 
rightly  organized,  should  take  his  share  in 
the  administration,  and  have  some  knowledge 
of  what  goes  on  in  the  library  world. 

It  is  true  there  have  been  instances  where 
some  ambitious  and  irrepressible  spirit  has 
exceeded  his  official  duties  and  privileges; 
has  been  disposed  to  dictate  the  whole  policy 
of  the  library,  reducing  the  librarian's  office 
to  that  of  a  mere  secretary.  I  knew  a  direc- 
tor in  a  large  library  who  resigned  because 
he  could  not  buy  the  books  and  write  all  the 
reports.  He  hungered  for  more  to  do.  But 
I  have  known  more  than  one  to  keep  himself 
as  far  away  from  the  board  as  possible,  after 
one  or  two  sessions  of  three  or  four  hours 
each,  in  the  necessary  deliberations  of  the 
book  committee. 

Edward  Everett  Hale  says  that  the  great 
essential  for  the  directors  or  trustees  of  any 
institution  is,  that  they  "keep  their  end  in 
sight,"  as  Dr.  Watts's  hymn  reads.  If  it  is  an 
institution  to  help  old  women,  or  save  poor 
children,  or  find  situations  for  the  idle,  does 
it  really  do  it  ?  Or  is  it  so  taken  up  with  the 
mechanism  of  the  concern,  so  absorbed  and 
happy  over  methods  and  detaib,  that  it  loses 
sight  of  the  object?  This  is  especially  to  be 
considered  in  the  management  of  a  public 
library.  What  is  the  library  for?  Is  it  ac- 
complishing its  work  ?  Is  it  doing  its  utmost 
to  promote  the  virtue,  refinement,  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  community  ? 

A  library  may  be  likened  to  a  bank  where 
literary  reserves  are  kept  It  is  organized  to 
promote  the  circulation  of  a  sound  literary 
currency.  The  directors  must  see  to  it  that, 
though  there  may  be  counterfeit  and  worth- 
less   money  in   the  vaults,  the   cashier  or 
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librarian  must  pay  over  the  counter  for  gen- 
eral circulation  such  only  as  will  maintain 
the  institution's  standard  of  credit  and  con- 
fidence in  the  community.  The  gold  basis 
must  be  maintained,  and  no  ** wild-cat*'  bills 
pass  out  through  the  window. 

It  grows  increasingly  evident  that  very  few 
libraries  in  the  world  can  indulge  in  the 
luxury  or  license  of  buying  all  books  written. 
The  ambition  to  supply  any  man  with  any 
work  he  calls  for  must  therefore  be  held  in 
check.  Thus  it  becomes  increasingly  impor- 
tant that  much  care  and  deliberation  be 
exercised  in  the  choice  of  books  to  be 
bought,  whether  to  complete  deficient  depart- 
ments or  for  the  daily  circulation.  The  pur- 
chase of  poor  books  makes  a  market  for  poor 


authorship.  Hereafter,  less  than  ever  should 
libraries  be  the  dumping  place  for  indiscreet 
publishers,  for  questionable  or  incompetent 
authors.  The  public  library  exists  for  civili- 
zation; that  is,  for  moral  ends.  It  is  the 
record  and  history  of  civilization,  as  well  as 
the  ally  of  progress.  It  is  **the  friend  and 
helper  of  all  those  who  seek  to  live  in  the 
spirit."  For  this  reason,  therefore,  the  char- 
acter of  the  books  in  a  library  is  of  more 
importance  than  mere  numbers;  and  the 
value  of  a  library  to  the  community  may  be 
imperfectly  shown  by  the  statistics  of  circu- 
lation. No  aim  can  be  higher,  however,  than 
having  a  good  library,  to  make  its  resources 
known,  and  to  multiply  readers  in  the  remotest 
and  obscurest  parts  of  our  towns  and  cities. 


THE  DUTIES  OF    TRUSTEES  AND    THEIR    RELATIONS    TO 

LIBRARIANS- 


BY  SAMUEL   SWETT  GREEN,  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  WORCESTER,  MASS. 


TN  the  symposium  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged,  I  understand  that  I  am  to  con- 
sider the  subject  which  we  are  talking  about 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  librarian. 

The  position  can  be  stated  in  a  few  words. 

A  librarian  should  be  regarded  as  holding 
relations  to  his  trustees  similar  to  those  held 
by  the  agent  of  a  factory  or  the  cashier  of  a 
bank  to  the  governing  board  of  the  factory  or 
bank. 

Some  cashiers  and  some  agents  have  more 
power  than  others.  The  power  conferred 
depends  upon  the  knowledge,  training,  expe- 
rience, industry,  enterprise,  good  judgment, 
and  ability  of  persons  holding  such  positions. 

If  the  board  of  trustees  of  a  library  is  more 
competent  to  manage  its  affairs  than  the 
librarian,  and  if  it  is  ready  to  give  the  time 
that  is  necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  management,  it  has  a  perfect  right 
to  do  so,  and  the  librarian  need  then  be  only 
a  clerk. 

So,  too,  if  on  any  board  of  directors  there 
is  one  man  of  leisure  who  has  especial 
qualifications  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  a 
library,  the  board  may  delegate  to  him  the 


performance  of  the  more  intellectual  portions 
of  the  work  of  a  librarian. 

Even,  however,  in  such  cases  as  those  the 
individuality  of  the  librarian  should  be  con- 
sidered, because,  although  his  position  may 
be  very  humble,  yet  he  can  do  better  work  if 
allowed  to  work  in  his  own  way,  rather  than 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  rules 
laid  down  by  others  which  he  is  required 
to  strictly  observe. 

When  a  librarian  is  accomplished,  it  will 
be  found  wise  for  a  board  of  trustees  or 
directors  to  ascertain  his  views  on  most  sub- 
jects before  acting,  and  it  will  generally 
appear  manifest  that  it  is  well  to  give  very 
careful  consideration  to  those  views. 

A  board  which  encourages  its  librarian  to 
initiate  measures,  will  administer  its  trust 
more  satisfactorily  than  it  can  if  it  reduces 
him  to  the  position  of  a  mere  executive  offi- 
cer, who  is  only  to  carry  out  the  plans  which 
it  has  formed. 

I  should  say  that  the  wisest  course  for  a 
board  of  trustees  to  pursue  is  to  let  a  good 
librarian  do  pretty  much  as  he  thinks  best, 
only  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  him  for  the 
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purpose  of  seeing  that  things  are  not  going 
wrong  under  his  conduct  of  afEairs.  It  is 
better,  generally  speaking,  for  a  board  to 
change  its  librarian  than  to  undertake  to  man- 
age matters,  unless  its  members  are  willing 
to  give  much  time  and  thought  to  the  subject 

Mr.  Greenough,  at  that  time  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  said  to  me,  just  after  Mr. 
Winsor  gave  up  his  position  of  Superintend- 
ent of  that  library,  that  he  wished  in  his 
successor  the  qualities  of  a  librarian  (using 
that  designation  in  a  restricted  sense)  and  not 
those  of  a  superintendent,  and  that  the  title 
of  the  new  officer  would  be  librarian  and  not 
superintendent. 

Mr.  Greenough  had  had  a  long  connection 
with  the  Boston  Public  Library  as  a  trustee 
and  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  felt  that  he  knew,  better  than  any  person 
whose  services  the  library  was  likely  to 
secure,  how  to  conduct  its  affairs. 

Judge  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Winsor*s  succes- 
sor, accepted  the  situation,  and  stated  in  an 
early  report,  in  substance,  that  the  duty  of  a 
librarian  is  merely  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of 
the  board  of  trustees. 

But  Mr.  Greenough  became  disabled  after 
a  while,  and  Judge  Chamberlain  gained  expe- 
rience ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that,  during  the 
latter  portion  of  the  short  time  which  he  was 
connected  with  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
he  found  that  in  the  long  run  a  librarian  must 
take  upon  himself  the  lion*s  share  in  the 
entire  management  of  a  library.  Now  that 
Judge  Chamberlain  has  resigned  his  place, 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
are  understood  to  be  looking  around  for  an 
accomplished  superintendent. 

The  ideal  executive  head  of  a  large  public 
library — let  me  say  it  emphatically  —  should 
have  the  qualifications  of  both  librarian  and 
superintendent.  Perhaps,  in  the  case  of  some 
of  the  largest  libraries,  it  is  well  to  have  both 
a  superintendent  and  a  librarian;  but  when 
such  a  distribution  of  duties  becomes  desir- 
able, it  is  certain  that  the  superintendent 
should  have  something  of  the  spirit  of  a  libra- 
rian, and  as  much  of  his  technical  knowledge 
as  possible,  and  that  the  librarian  should  be 


often  consulted  in  regard  to  questions  of 
management,  and  have,  himself,  no  mean 
qualifications  as  an  executive  officer. 

A  good  librarian  should  be  allowed  to  make 
experiments  (observing,  of  course,  reasonable 
limits),  without  consulting  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, with  the  purpose  of  satisfying  himself 
as  to  the  desirability  and  feasibility  of  adopt- 
ing new  methods,  and  of  obtaining  evi- 
dence that  will  enable  the  board  to  form 
intelligent  opinions  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
changes  recommended  by  him. 

Experiments  may  often  be  undertaken,  with 
good  prospect  of  success,  by  persons  familiar 
with  kinds  of  work  which  a  board  of  trustees, 
unacquainted  with  such  kinds  of  work,  would 
not  care  to  try,  but  which,  nevertheless,  it  is 
very  important  should  be  tried, 

A  librarian  should  have  the  appointment  of 
his  assistants  in  his  own  hands,  and  should 
himself  consult  heads  of  departments  in  the 
choice  of  persons  to  serve  under  them. 

He  should  be  allowed  to  buy  such  books  as 
are  needed  between  meetings  of  library  com- 
mittees and  boards  of  trustees,  just  as  a 
trusted  cashier  is  permitted  to  loan  money  to 
a  bank's  customers  between  meetings  of  its 
board  of  directors.  Both  the  librarian  and 
the  cashier  should,  of  course,  give  an  account 
of  such  proceedings  to  the  committee  or 
board  over  him  at  the  meeting  next  after  the 
transactions. 

Generally  speaking,  a  competent  librarian 
should  be  allowed  large  freedom,  and  held 
responsible  for  wisdom  in  management. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  board  of  trustees 
should  insist  upon  the  observance  by  the 
librarian  of  such  forms  as  have  been  adopted 
as  safeguards. 

While  it  should  allow  much  liberty  to  its 
executive  officer,  it  should  also  see  to  it  that 
he  keeps  the  machinery,  by  which  woVk  is 
done,  in  order;  so  that,  if  in  the  exercise  of 
a  careful  oversight,  it  shall  become  advisable 
at  any  time  for  it  to  resume  the  power  con- 
ferred on  the  librarian,  it  may  be  able  to  do 
it  promptly. 

Trustees  and  directors  may  render  ser- 
vices of  the  greatest  value  to  libraries  and 
librarians. 
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Not  long  ago  I  had  upon  my  board  of 
directors  an  influential  member,  who  used  to 
say  regularly  at  the  first  meeting,  after  new 
men  came  on  it,  **  Gentlemen,  our  only  duty 
is  to  support  the  librarian." 

That  is  saying  too  much,  certainly.  It  is, 
however,  the  duty  of  a  board  of  trustees  to 
second  heartily  a  librarian  in  his  efforts  to 
make  his  administration  energetic,  useful, 
and  progressive,  and  to  do  all  that  it  can  to 
secure  patient  and  generous  consideration  by 
town  and  city  governments,  and  by  citizens, 
of  all  wise  measures  which  he  may  adopt 

Trustees  are  very  influential  in  working 
individually  to  obtain  for  a  library  the  sup- 
port in  money  which  is  needed. 

They  can  be  of  great  service  in  showing 
their  appreciation  of  good  work  done  by  the 
librarian,  by  word  and  act. 

It  is  almost  too  much  to  expect  of  a  board 
of  trustees  that  it  should  look  out  to  see  to  it 
that  a  librarian  receive  a  proper  salary,  and 
that  his  compensation  be  increased  as  his 
services  grow  in  value,  without  being  re- 
minded that  remuneration  is  inadequate  by  a 
communication  from  that  officer.  Still  it  is 
very  desirable  that,  when  a  communication 
is  made,  it  should  be  sympathetically  con- 
sidered, and  that  members  of  the  board 
should  point  out  to  one  another  the  excel- 
lence of  the  services  rendered  by  the  libra- 
rian instead  of  expecting  him  to  enlarge  upon 
their  value  himself. 

It  should  be  understood,  also,  that  it  is  a 
librarian's  duty  to  state  fully  the  worth  of  the 
services  of  his  assistants,  and  seek  adequate 
compensation  for  them. 

A  board  of  trustees  can  do  much,  and 
should  always  do  as  much  as  possible,  to 
keep  the  interests  of  a  library  and  of  a  libra- 
rian from  being  sacrificed  to  supposed  exigen- 
cies of  politics. 

In  some  portions  of  the  country  the  ap- 
pointment and  removal  of  librarians  for  politi- 
cal reasons  has  become  a  scandal. 

A  board  of  trustees  owes  it  to  its  librarian 
to  protect  him  from  the  vagaries  of  impracti- 
cable men  who  may  by  some  chance  become 
members  of  the  bosird. 

For  example,  it  should  quietly  vote  down 


unwise  propositions,  as  they  are  made  by 
fussy  or  narrow  men ;  by  those  persons  who, 
while  they  are  self-confident,  are  also  igno- 
rant ;  by  men  who  are  so  constituted  as  always 
to  oppose  or  hold  back,  or  go  ahead  reck- 
lessly; and  by  such  persons  as  wish  to  have 
a  hand  in  doing  everything  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  librarian  to  do,  and  yet  are  un- 
willing to  give  any  time  or  thought  to  the 
conduct  of  affairs. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  many  boards  of  trus- 
tees, when  a  single  member  is  urgent  in  oppo- 
sition to  some  measure  proposed  by  a  libra- 
rian, and  the  other  members  have  no  positive 
opinions  regarding  the  matter,  to  yield  to  the 
objector. 

Such  opposition  may  afford  a  proper  excuse 
for  delay,  but  should  not  be  allowed  to  be- 
come permanently  efficacious  in  preventing 
the  execution  of  a  project,  without  the  libra- 
rian has  been  given  ample  opportunities  for 
explaining  the  grounds  of  his  recommenda- 
tion. The  librarian  should  always  be  treated 
as  a  codperator,  and  not  as  an  unintelligent 
servant  It  would  always  be  unwise  in  him 
to  press  the  adoption  of  measures  until  their 
wisdom  is  generally  recognized  by  the  trus- 
tees. Still  his  reasons  for  advising  action 
should  be  ascertained  and  duly  considered. 

A  board  of  trustees  will  always  do  well  to 
have  the  librarian  present  at  its  regular  meet- 
ings. His  knowledge  and  experience  will  be 
found  of  value.  * 

His  plans  will  be  the  better  understood. 
He,  too,  by  being  present  will  not  only  com- 
prehend better  than  in  any  other  way  the 
wishes  of  the  board  of  trustees  (and  its  mem- 
bersX  but,  that  which  is  of  great  importance, 
will  catch  the  spirit  which  animates  it,  and  be- 
come aware  of  the  general  principles  which  it 
desires  should  underlie  the  administration  of 
the  institution. 

Trustees  should  bear  in  mind  that  unneces- 
sary delays  are  to  be  avoided,  and  that,  in 
order  to  keep  the  members  of  a  community  in 
a  contented  frame  of  mind,  their  wants  must 
not  only  be  supplied,  but  supplied  promptly. 

Trustees  should  remember  that  it  is  impor- 
tant to  give  librarians  and  some  of  their  as- 
sistants time  in  which  to  aid  users  of  libraries, 
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instead  of  keeping  every  attendant  constantly 
employed  about  routine  work. 

Trustees  should  guard  themselves  against 
the  notion  that  library  work  is  easy,  and  that 
it  is  only  the  occupations  which  they  are  usu- 
ally engaged  in,  in  which  emplo3rment  is  wear- 
ing and  hard. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  from  anything 
which  I  have  said,  that  the  position  of  a  di- 
rector or  trustee  of  a  library  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  librarians,  a  sinecure. 

Our  idea  is  far  from  this,  as  will  be  seen  if 
the  remarks  ah-eady  made  are  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

It  should  be  said,  in  conclusion,  that  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  of  trustees  is  to 
look  around  among  libraries  in  different  towns 
and  cities,  to  read  library  reports  and  ac- 
counts of  meetings  of  librarians,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  finding  out  whether  they  are  getting 
as  much  and  as  good  service  from  librarians 
in  the  communities  whose  interests  they  have 
to  look  after,  as  citizens  are  obtaining  in 
places  where  libraries  and  their  management 
have  attained  a  high  standard  of  excellence. 

With  the  same  end  in  view,  they  should  see 
to  it  that  librarians  are  provided  with  the 
current  issues  of  the  best  library  journals 
and  with  a  collection  of  the  best  bibliograph- 
ical works. 


They  should  also  put  themselves,  and  in- 
sist upon  librarians  putting  themselves,  into 
vital  relations  with  other  libraries,  and  with 
the  whole  body  of  librarians. 

Librarians  should  never  forget  that  the  real 
authority  in  a  library  rests  with  the  board  of 
trustees,  or  fail  to  render  immediate  and  cor- 
dial submission  to  its  directions. 

They  should  also  seek  and  accept  with 
gratitude  all  practical  suggestions  that  may 
be  made  to  them  by  trustees  or  other  persons. 

When  any  members  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees are  specialists,  they  should  be  urged  to 
give  the  library  the  benefit  of  their  special 
knowledge,  by  proposing  for  purchase  lists  of 
books  known  to  them  to  be  of  particular  value. 

I  wish  to  add  to  what  I  have  written,  the 
statement  that  I  have  always  been  very  fortu- 
nate in  having  over  me  a  body  of  directors  of 
unusually  good  judgment,  and  of  the  kindest 
disposition  towards  me. 

In  fact,  the  remarks  which  I  have  made  re- 
garding the  duties  of  trustees  have  been  sug- 
gested to  me  by  observation  of  the  happy 
results  which  have  followed  the  administra- 
tion of  the  afiEairs  of  my  own  library,  by  a 
board  of  directors  who  have  governed  them- 
selves by  rules  almost  identical  with  those 
which  I  have  recommended  for  use  by  boards 
of  trustees  and  directors  generally. 


THE  FUNCTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOL  IN  EDUCATION. 

BY  HON.  W:  T.  HARRIS,  COMMISSIONER  OF  EDUCATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


TN  the  year  1876,  Gen.  Eaton,  then  Com- 
missioner  of  Education,  collected  statis- 
tics giving  information  concerning  3,647  pub- 
lic libraries  in  the  United  States.  This  list 
included  all  public  libraries  containing  300 
volumes  and  upwards  that  could  be  heard 
from.  Ten  years  later  (1884-S5X  undertaking 
to  revise  this  list,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
returns  from  5,338  libraries, —  thus  increasing 
the  former  list  by  1,691,  or  nearly  50  per 
cent 

The  expression  *' public  library"  in  this 
list  included  school,  college,  and  college  so- 
ciety libraries;  medical,  theological,  and  law 


libraries;  historical,  scientific,  and  sanitary 
libraries;  social  libraries,  society  libraries, 
including  those  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  those  of 
L  O.  O.  F.,  and  Learned  Societies;  gene- 
ral libraries,  including  free  libraries  supported 
by  taxation,  and  subscription  libraries ;  gov- 
ernment libraries ;  and,  in  brief,  all  libraries 
for  the  use  of  the  public  at  large  or  for  insti- 
tutions, societies,  or  special  classes  of  people. 

The  aggregate  of  volumes  of  these  5,338  li- 
braries was  20,622^)76,  giving  an  average  of 
nearly  4,000  volumes  to  each. 

Preeminent  among  States  was  the  showing 
of  Massachusetts,  with  its  569  libraries  and 
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3,560,085  volumes.  Next  came  New  York, 
with  3,168,508  volumes  in  780  libraries. 

During  the  past  six  years  since  the  above 
list  was  made,  there  has  been,  it  is  believed,  a 
quite  unprecedented  growth  in  the  libraries  of 
Uiis  country,  both  as  to  number  of  separate  in- 
stitutions and  as  to  volumes  catalogued. 
There  have  been  new  State  laws  encouraging 
the  support  of  town  libraries  by  taxation. 
Each  year  many  additional  towns  take  advan- 
tage of  such  laws.  Large  benefactions  have 
been  left  for  the  founding  of  new  libraries. 
And,  meanwhile,  there  has  been  an  era  of  un- 
paralleled activity  on  the  part  of  the  librarians 
of  the  country;  an  era  of  wise  activity  because 
it  has  been  concerted  activity.  This  organ- 
ized association  is  the  central  vortex  in  this 
beneficent  movement. 

The  new  statistics  regarding  libraries, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  tabulated  the 
coming  year  by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  will 
show  the  significance  of  these  encouraging 
signs  in  the  shape  of  results. 

All  persons  interested  in  the  subject  of 
education  will  note  with  satisfaction  the  prog- 
ress of  the  library.  Next  after  the  school 
and  the  daily  newspaper  comes  the  library 
in  educative  power.  These  three  institutions 
are  the  great  secular  means  which  our  people 
have  to  prepare  themselves  for  their  singular 
destiny. 

The  school,  for  the  most  part,  finds  its 
function  in  teaching  how  to  read.  The  news- 
paper and  the  library  furnish  what  to  read. 

We  consider  a  person  educated  when  he  is 
qualified  to  add  to  his  own  experience  the 
experience  of  his  fellow-men.  This  is  rather 
only  the  first  stage  of  education, —  the  pre- 
liminary preparation  for  education.  For  the 
person  must  not  only  be  qualified  to  make 
this  addition  to  his  experience,  but. he  must 
actually  have  done  it  to  be  worthy  of  the 
name  of  "  educated." 

Hence  we  see  that  the  school  gives  the 
preliminary  preparation  for  education,  and 
the  library  gives  the  means  by  which  the 
individual  completes  and  accomplishes  his 
education. 

I  have  often  pointed  out  that  the  Ameri- 
can school  has  some  sort  of  justification  for 


its  much-blamed  adherence  to  the  text-book 
method  of  instruction.  The  pedagogues  of 
other  nations,  and  especially  those  of  Ger- 
many, condemn  our  system  for  its  worst 
features  —  the  slavish  use  of  the  book  and 
the  frequent  acceptance  by  our  teachers  of 
parrot-like  repetition  of  the  text,  in  the  place 
of  an  intelligent  understanding  of  what  is  set 
down  in.  the  book  and  a  critical  investigation 
of  the  subject  at  first  hand. 

This  is  doubtless  the  weakest  side  of  our 
school  education.  But  it  has,  I  repeat,  this 
great  good  thing  to  counterbalance  in  some 
measures  its  evil.  It  has  by  a  happy  sort  of 
instinct  been  guided  towards  a  new  and 
higher  method  than  that  which  our  critics 
would  put  in  its  place.  For  they  would  sub- 
stitute the  oral  method  for  the  text-book 
method,  and  thereby  make  the  school  boy 
more  dependent  on  the  living  voice  of  his 
teacher  for  what  he  gets  from  mankind.  The 
boy  who  is  taught  how  to  use  the  printed 
page  properly — how  to  weigh  its  statements, 
and  critically  test  them  by  such  experiments 
as  he  can  make,  or  compare  them  with  other 
authorities  by  aid  of  the  library — is  a  far 
more  shifty  boy  than  the  one  who  has  merely 
received  his  instruction  orally.  For  it  is  not 
usual  to  receive  from  the  living  teacher  his 
words  in  a  critical  and  questioning  attitude. 
Few  teachers  are  able  to  encourage  in  their 
pupils  the  spirit  of  scepticism  and  independ- 
ent verification,  to  the  extent  of  letting  their 
own  teachings  submit  to  this  treatment.  There 
is  something  too  personal  in  this  exclusively 
oral  method,  this  lecturing  method,  and  it  has 
its  weak  sides  —  as  weak  as  those  it  con- 
demns in  the  American  school.  For  if  there 
are  pupils  in  every  school  and  whole  classes  in 
exceptional  schools  that  memorize  the  words 
of  the  book  without  comprehending  their 
meaning,  on  the  other  hand  there  are  pupils 
taught  by  the  oral  method  who  write  out  the 
words  of  their  teacher,  and  piously  repeat 
what  has  been  dictated  to  them.  Moreover, 
not  having  before  them  the  full  and  well- 
balanced  discussion  of  the  text-book,  they 
get  a  one-sided,  distorted  view  of  the  subject 
matter.  They  cannot,  if  they  come  to  a 
point  where  they  lose  the  thread  of  the  dis- 
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course,  go  back  and  pick  it  up.  They  are 
dragged  from  point  to  point  by  the  necessity 
of  keeping  up  with  the  lecturer,  and  lose 
entirely  what  they  fail  to  grasp  on  first  hear- 
ing. Such  pupils,  too,  grow  up  with  the 
tendency  to  require  oral  explanation  made  to 
them,  and  a  reluctance  to  go  to  the  scientific 
treatise,  and  dig  out  the  whole  subject  for 
themselves. 

What  there  is  good  in  our  American  sys- 
tem points  towards  this  preparation  of  the 
pupil  for  independent  study  of  the  book  by 
himself.  It  points  towards  acquiring  the  abil- 
ity of  self-education  by  means  of  the  library. 

Instead  of  parrot-like  repetition  of  what  is 
in  the  text-book,  our  model  school  requires 
the  pupil  to  re- state,  in  his  own  language,  the 
ideas  of  the  book.  But  even  this  is  a  small 
part  of  what  it  requires ;  for  it  insists  on  a 
critical  examination  of  the  statements  of  the 
book,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  that  can  be  other- 
wise ascertained  and  adduced  by  pupils  and 
teacher,  and  also  in  view  of  the  same  author's 
statements  elsewhere  in  the  book. 

The  text-book  is  impersonal,  and  does  not 
impose  on  the  individuality  of  the  pupil  the 
weight  of  authority  that  the  living  teacher  car- 
ries with  him,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  that  he  may 
make  to  encourage  independent  judgment. 

This  is  the  good  element  in  our  American 
method,  I  repeat  again,  and,  when  our  coun- 
try was  everywhere  sparsely  settled  (as  it  is 
even  now,  except  in  a  few  sections),  it  was  ob- 
vious that  the  individual  must  depend  on  the 
printed  page  of  the  book  for  what  he  should 
get  from  his  fellow-men  in  the  way  of  scien- 
tific observation  of  the  world  and  man,  and  in 
the  way  of  thought  and  reflection  on  the  data 
recorded.  The  library  is  the  storehouse  of  the 
aggregate  observations  of  all  mankind  on  the 
phenomena  of  the  universe, —  not  of  what  the* 
senses  of  one  single  man  have  perceived,  but 
of  what  the  senses  of  all  men  have  perceived. 
More  than  this,  the  library  holds  the  record  of 
the  reflections  of  all  human  brains  on  these 
data  of  observation.  And  even  more  than  this, 
the  library  holds,  in  its  works  of  literary  art, 
the  portrayal  of  human  nature  as  it  has  been 
lived  and  is  lived  by  all  stages  of  civilization, 
and  by  the  various  races  that  people  the  earth. 


It  holds  this  vast  mass  of  observation,  reflec- 
tion, and  insight,  not  in  its  crude  form,  but 
winnowed  out — each  grain  that  the  library 
preserves  was  taken  from  a  mountain  of  chaff. 
Doubtless  it  holds  still  on  its  shelves  much 
chaff,  but,  considering  the  crude  material  of 
human  experience  from  which  it  has  been 
saved,  it  is  all  precious  grain. 

The  school  is  set  at  the  task  of  teaching  the 
pupil  how  to  use  the  library  in  the  best  man- 
ner—  that,  I  take  it,  is  the  central  object 
towards  which  our  American  school  methods 
have  been  unconsciously  guided.  In  order 
that  the  pupil  shall  acquire  the  ability  to  use 
the  library,  he  must  first  learn  to  read.  This 
involves  learning  the  alphabet  and  the  spell- 
ing-book, and  much  more.  For  the  school- 
boy must  in  school  set  about  acquiring  a  new 
and  higher  vocabulary  of  words.  He  brings 
with  him  from  home  a  colloquial  vocabulary, 
meagre  in  its  number  of  words  and  in  their 
quality  to  express  subtle  distinctions  or  pre- 
cise definitions,  or  elevated  sentiment,  or  pro- 
found thoughts.  In  school  he  commences 
by  learning  first  how  to  recognize  the  words 
of  his  colloquial  vocabulary  in  a  printed  and 
written  form.  Before  this  epoch  he  has  only 
known  them  by  ear;  they  were  sounds  to 
him ;  now  they  must  be  represented  to  his 
eye  by  conventional  characters. 

After  he  has  learned  to  recognize  the 
words  in  printed  form  that  were  already 
feuniliar  to  him  by  ear,  he  is  set  to  mastering 
a  series  of  text-books  which  use  strange  tech- 
nical words,  new  to  his  ear,  new  to  his  eye, 
and  likewise  expressing  ideas  new  to  his 
mind.  He  learns  a  special  vocabulary  of 
these  for  arithmetic  and  other  branches  of 
mathematics ;  another  for  geography  and  his 
relations  to  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants; 
another  for  history  and  his  relations  to  his 
fellow-citizens,  his  nation,  his  race,  and  the 
stream  of  generation  down  which  he  and  his 
contemporaries  have  descended.  He  learns 
to  recognize  in  the  institutions  of  society  the 
organized  form  of  his  higher  selves  that  have 
been  unfolded  and  realized  for  him  in  those 
institutions.  A  special  vocabulary  has  to  be 
learned  for  these  things  and  also  for  the 
study  of  language  in  grammar  and  philology. 
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Language  is  the  first  revelation  of  human 
nature,  its  structure  being  an  embodiment  of 
the  logical  laws  of  the  mind. 

Every  special  science  has  its  own  special 
vocabulary,  larger  or  smaller,  of  new  words. 
The  school-boy  must  learn  their  external 
forms  and  their  internal  meanings. 

But  literature  is  language  as  a  fine  art,  and 
its  content  is  the  revelation  of  human  life  in 
its  aspirations  and  actions,  in  its  victories  and 
its  defeats.  Homer,  Dante,  Shakespeare,  and 
Goethe  are  the  great  leaders  of  the  sacred 
army  of  men  who  have  made  and  are  making 
this  revelation  of  human  life.  Every  literary 
writer  has  a  literary  style  of  his  own,  which 
his  readers  must  learn  to  master.  The  school 
teaches  a  hundred  or  more  of  these  styles  by 
choice  extracts  in  the  higher  school-readers  — 
the  selections  being  intense  and  impassioned 
pieces  of  prose  and  poetry  csQculated  to 
arouse  the  imagination,  refine  the  taste,  and 
kindle  the  aspiration  of  the  youth,  as  well  as 
give  him  some  acquaintance  with  the  special 
vocabulary  and  peculiarities  of  style  that  he 
uses.  For  this  purpose  a  book  of  selections 
like  the  typical  school-reader  is  far  better 
than  any  other  device  that  can  be  thought  ol 
But  it  should  be  supplemented  by  other  read- 
ing which  deals  with  entire  works  of  literary  art 

I  come  now  to  mention  a  practical  device 
by  which  the  common  school  can  especially 
fit  its  pupils  for  the  use  of  the  library,  and  a 
device,  too,  that  any  library  can  aid  indefi- 
nitely in  carrying  out  in  its  neighborhood. 

The  regular  reading  lesson  in  the  school 
does  not  and  cannot  occupy  much  time  on  the 
daily  program.  Not  many  pages  can  be  read 
over,  because  the  pupil  must  be  questioned 
and  cross-questioned  on  the  meaning  and  use 
of  the  words,  and  on  the  power  and  effect  of 
the  style  used,  and  on  the  near  and  remote 
thoughts  suggested.  No  pupil,  after  a  good 
drill  on  a  literary  piece,  ever  reads  a  similar 
piece  in  book  or  periodical  without  looking, 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  for  some  of  the 
points  that  have  been  brought  out  in  his  les- 
son. He  is  now  of  a  capacity  to  get  more 
from  his  reading  than  was  before  possible  to 
him.  His  vocabulary  has  been  increased,  but 
not  so  much  as  his  power  to  increase  it.    If 


he  would  only  take  home  with  him  a  book 
from  the  library,  and  read  a  whole  story  writ- 
ten by  the  author  whose  literary  gem  he  has 
carefully  studied  in  school,  he  would  be  able 
to  increase  his  higher  vocabulary  ^r  more 
rapidly  than  he  will  do  otherwise.  He  will 
moreover  fix  and  assimilate  this  higher  vocab- 
ulary in  such  a  way  that  it  will  always  remain 
his  own.  Still  better,  he  will  become  a  home 
reader  and  a  user  of  the  library  for  life. 

Let  us  suppose  that  he  has  read  for  the  day, 
with  his  class  at  school,  a  charming  selection 
from  Walter  Scott's  "  Lady  of  the  Lake."  The 
teacher  has  ten  copies  of  **  The  Lady  of  the 
Lake,"  and  lets  the  ten  best  pupils  in  the  class 
take  home  the  poem  for  a  week,  and  read  it 
through ;  a  week  is  sufficient  for  this.  The 
entire  poem  is  the  topic  for  an  hour's  conver- 
sation on  a  Friday  afternoon.  The  next  week 
the  second  ten  pupils  take  this  poem  to  their 
homes ;  a  third  week  another  set  of  ten ;  and 
so  on,  until  all  the  class  has  read  this  poem, 
which  will  make  a  memorable  epoch  in  their 
lives.  A  selection  from  Swift's  "Gulliver's 
Voyage  to  Lilliput,  or  to  Brobidgnag  "  would 
perhaps  be  found  in  the  child's  fourth  or  fifth 
reading-book,  and  the  whole  story  could  be 
read  at  home  by  the  children,  if  ten  or  twenty 
copies  of  the  book  belonged  to  the  school 
library. 

In  a  town  of  Massachusetts  where  I  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee  for  three 
years,  we  appropriated  fifty  dollars  ($50)  for  a 
few  works  of  this  character,  buying  ten  cop- 
ies of  each,  and  requiring  the  teachers  to  keep 
a  record  of  the  pupils  who  read  these  books. 
When  one  school  had  read  the  books,  they 
were  to  be  sent  to  another  district.  I  think 
that  the  object  was,  to  a  degree,  attained  in 
that  town,  or  was  at  least  in  a  way  to  be  at- 
tained. But  I  believe  that  the  town  library 
should  provide  itself  with  boys'  and  girls' 
classics  in  large  numbers, —  ten  or  twenty 
copies  of  each, — and  that,  by  a  little  effort 
made  by  the  librarian  with  the  teachers,  such 
a  systematic  reading  of  whole  works  of  literary 
art  could  be  brought  about,  and  at  the  same 
time  in  such  connection  with  the  town  library 
as  would  insure  life-long  continuance  of  a  use 
of  it. 
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The  library  is  the  most  important  link  in 
that  great  movement  that  has  recently  spread 
hither,  into  this  country,  from  England.  I  re- 
fer to  the  university  and  school  extension. 
Few  children  complete  their  course  even  in 
the  primary  school.  Only  one  in  four  who 
enter  the  high  school  completes  it  The  great 
desideratum,  therefore,  is  some  method  by 
which  the  school  influence  can  follow  the  pu- 
pils who  leave  school  before  completing  their 
work,  or  who,  graduating  from  it,  ought  to 
continue  their  work.  Having  learned  how  to 
read,  they  should  now  use  their  acquired 
power  to  some  purpose  to  master  the  fields  of 
human  learning. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  preeminent  value  of 
works  of  literary  art  for  giving  the  pupil  a 
higher  vocabulary  of  thought  and  feeling,  and 
for  making  him  acquainted  with  himself.  By 
this  self-knowledge  I  do  not,  of  course,  mean 
a  knowledge  of  his  own  petty  idiosyncrasies 
and  peculiarities,  but  a  knowledge  of  human 
nature  at  large,  a  knowledge  of  what  is  sub- 
stantial in  character  and  profound  in  human 
thought  Literature  is  the  best^  but  it  should 
not  by  any  means  be  the  exclusive,  course  of 
reading. 

For  the  supplementary  reading  to  be  done 
at  home,  there  should  be  intermingled  books 
of  history,  books  of  travel,  popular  exposi- 
tions of  the  difEerent  sciences.  Some  people 
would  have  these  books  exclusively,  and 
would  call  them  alone  the  "solid*'  books, 
while  the  pure  literary  works  they  would  de- 
nominate **  trash."  In  my  opinion  they  could 
not  commit  a  more  serious  error.  I  have 
known  many  parents  possessed  of  the  science 
craze  who  tried  to  educate  their  children  on 
science,  to  the  exclusion  of  literature;  but 
their  results  were  pitiable.  Their  children 
were  deprived  of  an  insight  into  human  life — 
into  the  springs  of  human  character  and  the 
motives  that  prevail  among  the  people  with 
whom  they  must  live.  This  knowledge  of 
human  life  obtained  through  the  writings  of 
genius  should  occupy  the  first  place  on  the 
list  of  studies  essential  to  direct  self-preserva- 
tion— using  the  expression  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer,  and  pointing  out,  by  the  way,  that 
his  own  scheme  of  studies  is  vei7  far  from 


corresponding   to   the  requirements  of   the 
principles  that  he  lays  down. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  must  be  careful  not 
to  commit  the  opposite  mistake  of  excluding 
science  and  history,  or  of  slighting  these  stud- 
ies for  literature.    They  are  all  necessary. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this  work  in 
supplementary  reading  is  a  work  of  self-help 
on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  and  is  of  very  great 
value  from  this  point  of  view.  It  assists  very 
much  to  neutralize  the  effects  of  bad  school 
methods,  where  they  happen  to  exist.  Another 
great  point  is  that  the  books  taken  home 
by  the  pupils  into  families  who  have  no  ac- 
cumulation of  books,  or  at  best  of  such  books 
as  lack  popular  interest — these  books  taken 
home  are  picked  up  by  the  parents  and  older 
brothers  and  sisters  and  read  by  them.  This 
makes  the  supplementary-reading  system  an 
educator  of  the  people  as  people  —  an  exten 
sion  of  the  school  that  is  of  vital  importance. 

The  library  should  get  hold  of  this  phase 
of  school  extension,  and  so  manage  it  that  aU 
who  begin  it  are  drawn  into  the  use  of  the 
library. 

Fiction  is  the  bait  by  which  we  create  a 
love  of  reading,  and  it  should  lead  out  to 
other  reading,  especially  in  the  line  of  science 
and  history  and  philosophy.  But  I  have 
tried  to  show  that  it  is  not  a  hopeless  case  if 
it  does  not  lead  out  into  these  fields  to  any 
great  extent,  for  the  reading  of  fiction  has 
the  substantial  benefits  which  I  have  stated. 
But  there  is  fiction  and  fiction.  Fiction  writ- 
ten by  an  author  who  has  deeply  lived,  deeply 
felt,  and  deeply  thought  is  of  value  to  all 
men,  whether  simple  or  learned.  But  the 
weak  and  shallow  writer  who  has  not  sounded 
the  depths  of  life,  not  seen  its  ethical  sub- 
structure,—  such  a  writer  is  immoral  and 
misleading  in  his  views  of  life,  even  though 
he  supposes  himself  to  be  very  religious,  and 
be,  in  fact,  engaged  in  writing  Sunday-school 
books. 

I  think  that  our  national  system  of  educa- 
tion, or  the  system  and  methods  generally 
prevident  in  the  United  States,  is  destined  to 
be  vastly  improved  by  the  efforts  of  librari- 
lans.  What  is  called  the  '*  seminary  **  method 
— the  method  of  studying  up  a  topic,  mas- 
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tering  the  wealth  of  knowledge  extant  on 
the  subject,  sifting  and  criticising  what  is 
recorded,  and  verifying  what  is  true  by  ex- 
periment—  such  a  method  can  be  carried  out 
only  by  aid  of  the  library,  and  it  makes  the 
library  an  essential  instrument  of  school 
woric.  At  present  it  is  quite  well  developed 
in  some  universities  (as  at  Johns  Hopkins 
and  Harvard  and  some  others).  But  it  can 
obviously  be  extended  with  profit  to  all  col- 
leges and  in  some  degree  to  high  schools, 
yes,  and  even  to  lower  schools.  The  libra- 
rian and  the  teacher  working  together  can 
make  this  needed  extension,  and  realize  new  • 
and  valuable  features  in  our  American  school 
methods. 

The  practice  of  forming  select  lists  of  works 
on  special  subjects  is  a  good  one.  But  any 
that  I  have  seen  may  be  greatly  improved  by 
helpful  notes,  telling  the  reader  what  to  read 
if  he  is  entirely  unfamiliar  with  the  subject, 
and  then  what  to  read  after  he  has  made  the 
first  studies  in  the  subject. 

Graded  courses  of  reading  are  most  needed. 
To  name  a  hundred  books  in  a  list  for  boys  is 
not  advisable.  It  is  best  to  begin  with  a  list 
of  the  ten  best  —  say  the  ten  best  books  of 
travels,  the  ten  best  story  books,  or  the  ten 
best  novels  for  youth,  the  ten  best  books  of 
history  for  boys.  The  youth  should  be 
directed  to  such  a  number  as  he  may  hope  by 
diligence  to  read.  The  librarian  need  not, 
unless  he  chooses,  give  out  such  a  list  as  his 
own,  unsupported  by  the  authority  of  others. 
He  may  collect  the  votes  of  connoisseurs^  and 
get  a  briefly  expressed  opinion  from  each,  as 
was  done  in  England  for  the  hundred  best 
books,  or  in  this  country  for  the  ten  best  novels 
some  years  ago.  What  the  young  or  the 
inexperienced  reader  wants  is  the  names  of  a 
very  few  books  that  have  the  power  of  genius 
to  arouse  him  and  stimulate  his  attention  as 
with  the  power  of  a  magician.  The  book  for 
the  untrained  reader  must  be  intense  in  its 
power  to  charm,  because  it  has  to  overcome 
the  resistance  which  comes  of  the  real  labor 
involved  at  first  in  making  out  the  words  by 
the  eye  instead  of  the  ear. 

The  school  teaches  how  to  read;  how  to 
use  the  printed  page  to  get  out  of  it  all  that  it 


contains.  The  library  furnishes  the  what  to 
read ;  it  opens  the  storehouse  of  all  human 
learning.  These  two  are  complementary 
functions  in  the  great  work  of  education. 

I  would,  however,  call  attention  again  to  the 
periodical  as  the  third  great  educational  ap- 
pliance of  our  time,  and  especially  to  its  most 
marvelous  product,  the  daily  newspaper. 

In  this  day  we  are  all  acquiring  a  new  con- 
sciousness by  the  aid  of  this  instrument 
Every  morning  it  is  customary  for  the 
dweller  in  the  city  to  take  a  survey  of  the  en- 
tire life  of  the  globe — a  brief  glance  at  the 
nations  most  remote,  a  fuller  view  of  those 
more  nearly  related  to  him,  and  a  complete 
survey  of  what  is  in  his  neighborhood.  The 
correlation  of  the  near  and  remote,  the  cus- 
tom of  carrying  in  his  mind  the  world  affairs, 
developes  a  sort  of  epic  consciousness,  vastly 
more  educative  than  the  former  village  gossip 
that  prevailed  in  the  tavern  or  in  the  shop.  It 
elevates  the  individual  into  a  higher  plane  of 
thinking,  substituting  the  universal  for  the 
particular.  It  would  seem  as  though  the 
world,  as  a  whole,  is  bound  to  grow  into  this 
newspaper  civilization,  and  that  it  is  a  neces- 
sity of  all  newspaper  civilizations  to  be  demo- 
cratic in  their  form  of  government  But  it  is 
evident  that  this  newspaper  species  of  educa- 
tion needs  the  co5peration  and  perfecting  in- 
fluence of  the  library.  The  school  is  essen- 
tial to  the  newspaper  reader  to  give  him  that 
knowledge  of  a  printed  vocabulary  of  words, 
and  that  smattering  of  geography,  history, 
grammar,  and  science  required  to  understand 
and  follow  the  newspaper  articles. 

So  the  town  library  should  have  devices  by 
which  it  may  interest  the  reader  of  the  daily 
newspaper  in  following  up  his  topics  into  the 
weightier  articles  of  the  magazines,  and  still 
further  into  the  literature  of  the  subjects 
as  treated  in  books. 

Reading  circles  are  of  prime  importance  in 
this  work.  The  history  of  the  Chautauquan 
movement  is  full  of  instruction  to  us,  who  are 
seeking  to  extend  the  influences  of  the  library 
to  the  community,  and  to  elevate  a  community 
of  mere  newspaper  readers  into  readers  of 
good  books. 

The  reading  circle  can  create  and  retain  an 
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interest  in  a  subject  which  solitary  reading 
cannot  do  so  well.  Discussion  with  one's 
fellows  awakens  questions  that  have  slum- 
bered a  dogmatic  slumber. 

A  hint  still  nearer  to  the  librarians  of  this 
convention  is  to  be  found  in  the  labors  of 
such  men  among  you  as  have  in  late  years 
formed  bibliographic  lists  in  various  fields, 
who  have  constructed  indexes  to  periodical 
literature,  and  critical  histories  of  America, 
and  works  of  similar  significance.  Here  is  a 
field  in  which  the  librarian  prepares  the  mass 
of  human  learning  for  the  use  of  his  less  per- 
sistent or  less  plodding  fellow-citizen  the 
newspaper  reader,[or  at  best  the  popular-book 
reader.  The  learned  librarian  leads  him  to 
original  sources,  and  offers  these  sources  in 
a  compendious  form  for  his  use.  Indexes 
and  collections  of  original  sources  do  wonders 


to  deepen  and  make  accurate  the  scholarship  of 
a  nation.  Those  familiar  with  German  schol- 
arship need  only  to  be  reminded  of  the  vast 
number  of  works  of  this  order,  which  facili- 
tate the  complete  survey  of  special  subjects. 

The  school  and  the  newspaper  and  the 
library  working  together  may  be  each  helped 
by  the  other,  and  all  may  be  united  into  one 
very  potent  instrumentality  of  education  for 
the  universal  democracy  that  is  on  its  pro- 
cession in  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  It  is 
locally  self-governed,  but  interested  with  a 
truly  cosmopolitan  spirit  (and  shall  I  not  say 
with  a  missionary  spirit  ?)  in  all  other  peoples 
around  the  globe.  On  this  line  we  see  infin- 
ite possibilities  of  growth  in  perfection,  infin- 
ite possibilities  of  that  education  which  adds 
to  the  individual  life  vicariously  the  life  and 
life's  experience  of  aU  his  fellow-men. 


ON  BROWSING.    BY  A  BOOK-WORM. 


BY  PROF.  JAMES  K.   HOSMER,  WASHINGTON  UNIVERSITY. 


'T^HE  writer  of  the  present  paper  is  a 
worm, —  a  member  of  that  class  of  the 
great  family  of  annulata,  known  as  the  book 
worms.  Hitherto  the  worms  have  been  the 
most  diffident  of  creatures,  submitting  to  be 
squelched  by  every  passing  foot,  and  to  be 
contumeliously  cited  on  all  occasions  by 
human  kind,  as  the  very  type  of  abjectness. 
Since  Darwin,  however,  in  the  case  of  our 
kin,  the  earth-worms,  has  done  a  great  work 
of  vindication,  proving  that  they  possess  no 
slight  intelligence,  and  that  upon  their  hith- 
erto despised  activity  rests  the  existence  of 
the  entire  animal  and  vegetable  world,  the 
annulata  in  general  have  plucked  up  courage. 
Why  do  we  need  to  be  abashed  in  any 
presence  ?  Why  should  not  the  book-worms 
have  a  hearing  even  before  a  convention  of 
librarians  ?  The  present  worm  trusts  that  his 
effort  before  this  august  assembly  will  be 
received  in  a  spirit  of  fairness, — that  he  will 
not  be  captured  to  serve  as  fish-bait,  or 
crushed  by  any  sudden  blow  from  the  gavel 
of  the  presiding  officer,  or  expelled  from  the 
apartment  by  the  insidious  application  of  any 


form  of  vermifuge.  All  professions  tend  to 
become  narrow  and  technical.  For  ministers, 
lawyers,  teachers,  doctors,  it  is  healthy  to  be 
struck  now  and  then  by  a  breeze  from 
outside.  Possibly  even  through  a  worm-hole 
an  air  may  creep,  which  will  ventilate,  in  a 
way  not  quite  unsalutary,  the  atmosphere  of 
the  deliberations  of  bibliographers. 

From  the  vermicular  point  of  view,  what  is 
often  looked  upon  as  the  librarian's  first  task, 
namely,  to  keep  safe  the  literary  matters 
entrusted  to  his  keeping,  is  to  be  esteemed 
of  comparatively  small  importance ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  what  many  hold  to  be  the 
librarian's  second  duty,  namely,  to  make 
access  to  these  matters  as  convenient  as 
possible  to  book-worms,  and  such  others  as 
may  crave  food  of  this  kind,  is  of  paramount 
significance.  The  duty  of  guarding  books, 
the  present  worm,  like  his  kind  in  general, 
looks  upon  derisively.  We  are  sworn  allies 
of  the  mice ;  the  spiders  are  congenial  to  us, 
with  whose  webs  we  gladly  festoon  ourselves, 
as  we  perform  in  alcoves  our  great  work  of 
perforation.    We  are,  however,  not     withou 
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candor,  I  hope.  Conceding  something  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  unenlightened,  I  admit 
that  the  librarian  must  be,  while  facilitating 
access  to  his  books,  to  some  extent  a  guardian. 
How  to  strike  a  mean  ?  How  combine  safety 
for  a  collection  while  respecting  sufficiently 
the  demands  of  book-worms  and  others  ?  This 
is  the  point,  I  conceive,  upon  which  the 
librarian  should  concentrate  his  attention,  and 
I  humbly  submit  that  it  is  both  fair  and 
expedient  for  this  body  to  understand  and 
weigh  the  vermicular  view.  The  moderate 
demand  of  the  present  worm  for  himself,  and 
the  great  fraternity  he  represents,  is  that 
they  may  have  the  privilege  of  browsing. 
The  book-worms,  like  cattle  in  general  (surely, 
with  horns,  and  tail,  and  a  genius  for  hump- 
ing not  surpassed  even  by  the  bison,  we  are 
cattleX  find  then*  chief  felicity  in  browsing* 
What  terms  shall  I  use  in  order  to  magnify 
duly  before  my  audience  this  great  matter  of 
browsing? 

Once,  while  boring  my  way  through  a  pon- 
derous tome,  written,  as  I  took  pains  to 
ascertain,  by  one  Bacon,  I  penetrated  to  a 
sentence,  which  from  internalevidence  I  am 
persuaded  was  especially  designed  to  serve 
as  advice  to  creatures  of  my  kind.  I  quote 
from  memory,  but  am  sure  of  having  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  passage  referred  to :  "  Some 
books,"  says  Bacon,  "  are  to  be  brushed  merely 
by  the  feelers ;  others  to  be  touched  by  the 
mandibles  in  a  mere  cursory  nibble ;  into  still 
others,  you  may  expediently  work  your  way 
in  a  considerable  perforation ;  while,  in  the 
case  of  a  few,  the  demands  of  duty  will  not 
be  satisfied  until  they  are  thoroughly  honey- 
combed in  a  labyrinth  of  burrows."  What  is 
here  advised,  I  conceive,  is  simply  to  browse. 
One  catches  a  bite  here  in  a  momentary 
twist;  elsewhere,  he  feeds  at  length,  the 
pasture  proving  sweet  and  nutritious.  Brows- 
ing is  the  proper  Baconian  method  of  reading. 
The  rapture  of  having  at  command  an  entire 
alcove !  As  you  pass  along  the  shelves,  it  is 
enough,  in  the  case  of  most  books,  merely 
to  touch  the  title  page  with  the  antennae ;  with 
others,  a  paragraph  may  here  and  there  be 
tasted;  as  to  a  few,  content  does  not  come 
until  a  chapter  has  been  devoured ;  while,  for 


two  or  three,  the  conscience  will  not  be 
appeased  until  they  have  been  chewed  and 
digested  from  cover  to  cover.  Who  can  tell 
what  books  he  wants  without  preliminary 
tasting?  Titles  often  mislead,  and  never 
do  more  than  hint  at  the  contents.  Time 
and  again  I  should  have  starved  had  the 
catalogue  and  librarian's  desk  stood  between 
me  and  my  pabulum ;  time  and  again  I  have 
failed  to  be  adequately  nourished  until,  having 
been  turned  loose  among  the  shelves,  by 
a  nibble  here,  and  a  bolder  bite  there,  I 
have  hit  at  last  upon  the  exact  morsel  I 
required.  I  assure  my  audience  that  (speak- 
ing always  as  I  do  from  the  vermicular  point 
of  view)  no  librarian  performs  his  task  in  a 
proper  manner  unless,  in  the  midst  of  his 
anxiety  for  the  safety  of  his  charge,  he  at  the 
same  time  affords  abundant  liberty  to  browse 
—  a  freedom  of  access  to  books  far  too  rarely 
found,  I  fear. 

I  have  sometimes,  indeed,  found  libraries 
the  rules  of  which  were  as  wise  as  if  they  had 
been  made  by  the  book-worms  themselves. 
In  July,  1886,  crawling  into  the  famous  por- 
tals of  the  British  Museum,  I  took  my 
sinuous  way  to  the  library,  there  presenting 
a  note  of  introduction  from  a  brother  book- 
worm to  Mr.  Richard  Garnet,  at  that  time  a 
high  official,  and  since  then  promoted  to  be 
"Keeper  of  the  Printed  Books,"— the  chief 
librarianship.  To  receive  a  card  of  admis- 
sion, it  was  only  necessary  to  be  vouched  for 
as  respectable  by  some  reputable  citizen  of 
London  —  a  requirement  waived  in  my  own 
case,  for  the  letter  of  my  congener  was  held 
to  be  sufficient.  I  was  at  once  led  into  the 
main  room,  a  vast  circular  space  surmounted 
by  a  dome  scarcely  inferior  in  dimensions  to 
that  of  St  Paul's  Cathedral.  Through  this, 
upon  long  desks  radiating  from  the  circular 
table  of  the  superintendent  in  the  centre  like  the 
spokes  of  a  wheel  from  a  hub,  fell  an  amount 
of  light  to  true  book-worms  quite  superfluous, 
but  a  concession  necessary,  no  doubt,  to 
mere  human  weakness.  From  the  base  of 
the  dome  to  the  floor  below,  the  space  was 
unbroken  by  windows,  and  occupied  about 
the  entire  circumference  of  the  room  by  con- 
centric series  of  shelves  containing  the  refer- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HOSMER. 


35 


ence  library.  The  term  "  book  of  reference  " 
has,  in  the  British  Museum,  a  most  liberal 
interpretation.  The  number  of  such  books 
must  rise  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands. 
In  the  department  of  English  history,  with 
which  I  was  especially  concerned,  were  not 
only  dictionaries  and  encyclopaedias,  biog- 
raphical, chronological,  etc.,  but  every  stand- 
ard work  upon  EngUsh  history,  together  with 
a  great  many  of  the  documents  which  are  to 
be  regarded  as  the  sources.  In  other  depart- 
ments of  knowledge,  apparently,  the  term 
"  reference  book  "  was  interpreted  with  equal 
liberality.  To  all  these  hundred  thousand 
and  more  of  books  under  the  dome,  access 
on  the  part  of  those  admitted  to  the  room 
was  quite  unrestricted.  They  were  not  be- 
hind glass  or  wire,  or  in  any  way  shut  in. 
All  present,  whether  mere  humble  book- 
worms or  great  gods  of  the  literary  firmament, 
with  or  without  advice  and  help  from  the  at- 
tendants, were  free  to  browse  as  they  pleased 
along  the  shelves.  As  regards  the  million  or 
more  of  volumes  not  in  the  main  room, 
access  was  made  almost  equally  easy.  As  is 
usual  in  libraries,  anything  asked  for  was 
brought  by  an  attendant;  as  is  not  usual,  the 
worm  or  the  god,  as  the  case  might  be,  if 
wishing  it,  was  conducted  out  to  the  shelves 
themselves.  "Where,"  thought  I,  "shall  I 
find  for  myself  the  juiciest  banquet,  most 
appetizingly  seasoned  with  mold  and  mildew, 
and  where  I  can  be  most  sure  of  falling  into 
the  companionship  of  honest  perforators  like 
myself?"  In  a  collection,  I  judged,  known 
as  the  Thomasson  Tracts,  some  4,000  vol- 
umes, in  which  are  bound  up  the  fugitive 
literature  of  the  17th  century, —  sermons, 
political  pamphlets,  news-sheets,  ballads, 
broad-sides,  plays,  even  the  hand-bills  of  the 
time.  I  was  taken  into  the  room  in  which 
they  were  contained,  and  allowed  to  inspect 
them  on  the  shelves.  As  I  could  not  con- 
veniently bring  my  mandibles  to  bear  upon 
the  feast  as  it  stood  thus  arranged,  I  was 
placed  close  at  hand,  at  an  ample  table,  and 
the  volumes  were  brought  to  me,  a  shelf-full 
at  a  time,  twenty  or  thirty  in  number.  There, 
with  the  help  of  a  careful  index  —  the  book- 
worm's bill  of  fare  —  the  present  reptile  bored 


at  his  leisure  through  some  hundreds  of 
volumes,  biting  his  way  forward  on  this  side 
and  that,  and  rolling  under  his  tongue  many 
a  most  satis^ctory  morsel,  which  he  could 
never  have  come  upon  but  for  browsing.  So 
far  as  my  purpose  was  concerned,  the  great 
collection  was  put,  as  it  were,  into  my 
clutches,  the  evident  study  of  the  manage- 
ment being  to  content  every  library  appetite, 
however  voracious,  with  the  greatest  possible 
expedition  and  convenience.  The  main  room 
every  day  was  thronged,  crowded  sometimes 
uncomfortably,  with  book-worms,  and  those 
having  no  use  for  books  except  to  verify  a 
reference  or  kill  an  idle  hour.  All  were  ^ee 
to  go  to  the  shelves  of  the  main  room ;  and 
to  the  spaces  behind,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  all  persons  with  a  serious  pur- 
pose, certainly  all  worms  of  sincere  mind  and 
sharp  appetite,  were  freely  admitted.  There 
are,  to  be  sure,  certain  rigid  restrictions. 
Nothing  short  of  an  act  of  parliament  would 
enable  one  to  carry  a  book  away  from  the 
Museum,  or  to  set  foot  within  it  except 
during  the  proper  hours.  A  Cerberus  at  the 
door  makes  sure  that  each  visitor  has  his 
card ;  and  an  army  of  attendants,  while  help- 
ing you  in  every  way,  watch  carefully  for 
thieves  and  mutilators.  Within  certain  lines, 
hoover,  the  widest  freedom  prevails,  and  it 
is  hard  to  see  how  2,000,000  books,  with 
regard  for  their  preservation,  can  be  made  to 
aflEord  a  better  field  for  browsing. 

But  it  is  time  to  look  at  home.  How  fare 
the  browsers  in  our  American  public  libraries  ? 
The  present  worm  recalls  an  experience  in 
one  such  library,  located  in  a  famous  city. 
Entering  its  door,  I  found  myself  presently 
in  a  lofty  hall,  the  floor  of  which  was  in  great 
part  occupied  by  the  card  catalogue,  contained 
in  innumerable  drawers,  all  lettered  alpha- 
betically. The  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
books  in  the  library  were  visible  only  dimly 
and  afar  off,  in  alcoves  at  the  side,  carefully 
closed  from  entrance  by  screens  of  iron-work. 
To  these  alcoves  there  was  no  access,  except 
in  very  special  cases.  To  obtain  a  book,  a 
title  must  be  written  on  a  card,  with  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  worm  attached ;  this 
must  be  presented  at  a  desk,  the  book  in  due 
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time  to  be  handed  out,  and  perused  at  a  ta- 
ble. My  appetite  was  keen,  but  precisely 
what  viand  I  required  I  was  not  sure.  Could 
I  not  look  along  the  shelves,  try  here  and 
there,  according  to  my  nature:  in  a  word, 
browse,  until  I  hit  upon  the  exact  bit  ?  By  no 
means.  The  books  in  their  distant  isolation 
coldly  turned  their  backs  upon  me ;  they  could 
only  be  touched  on  the  lofty  shelf  by  the  of- 
ficial hand.  I  went  from  drawer  to  drawer, 
accumulating  my  list  of  titles.  I  presented 
myself  at  the  desk  among  a  throng  of  appli- 
cants, and,  after  a  weary  wait,  found  myself  at 
the  hole  through  the  screen.  An  attendant  con- 
fronted me  with  an  unsympathetic  face.  The 
glitter  in  his  eye  was  as  hard  and  pitiless  as  that 
from  the  diamond  stud  of  the  hotel  clerk.  He 
evidently  at  once  recognized  the  applicant  as 
a  reptile,  and  the  self-respect  of  your  worm, 
not  at  that  time  having  been  fortified  by  a  pe- 
rusal  of  Darwin*s  treatise,  was  quite  inadequate 
to  the  situation.  He  writhed  as  only  a  worm 
can  writhe,  but  presented  his  list,  and,  after 
another  weary  wait,  received  his  volumes,  with 
which  he  retired  to  his  table.  The  books,  se- 
lected almost  at  a  venture,  with  only  such 
slight  hints  as  the  cards  conveyed,  were  none 
of  them  satisfactory.  I  had  again  recourse  to 
the  cards,  made  out  another  list,  congealed 
myself  once  more  before  the  ice  of  the  atten- 
dant's countenance,  returning  with  a  new  pile 
to  the  table,  only  to  find  them  as  unsatisfac- 
tory as  the  former.  O,  for  fifteen  minutes* 
browsing  along  the  shelves  !  But  it  was  out 
of  the  question.  "  I  will  go  to  the  reading- 
room,"  said  I,  "and  see  what  is  new  in  the 
periodicals.  Running  over  the  tables  of  con- 
tents as  they  lie  displayed  on  the  desks,  I  can 
easily  see  what  I  want.  I  can  read  here  a  par- 
agraph, here  a  page,  here  a  whole  article  if  I 
choose,  and  so  skim  the  cream  of  the  month  by 
a  cursory  dipping  into  a  dozen  or  more,  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  or  two."  How  vain  the  ex- 
pectation !  In  the  periodical  room,  reviews 
and  magazines  were  out  of  sight,  in  a  care- 
fully closed  case,  before  which  stood  a  guard, 
the  frigidity  of 'whose  demeanor  fairly  pro- 
duced a  fit  of  torpor.  A  sight  of  the  pam- 
phlets could  only  be  obtained  by  an  elaborate 
application  for  each,  a  ponderous  proceeding 


involving  all  sorts  of  tedious  waiting  and  ex- 
planation. No  quick  browsing  along  an  open 
display  of  the  fresh  pasture  of  the  month. 
The  appetite  for  it  soon  broke  down  beneath 
the  delay  and  inconvenience  in  getting  at  the 
pabulum.  The  heart  of  the  present  worm 
sank  within  him.  He  looped  off  at  last  to  a 
second-hand  bookstore,  under  an  old  church, 
where,  having  propitiated  the  proprietor  by  a 
ten-cent  purchase,  he  foraged  unrestrained 
along  the  shelves,  with  far  more  satisfaction 
than  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  in  the  great 
public  library. 

Such  amount  of  restriction  as  has  been 
described,  is,  no  doubt,  unusual.  I  know  of 
another  public  library  in  another  large  city, 
the  system  prevailing  in  which  offers  some 
mitigation  of  the  rigor.  Here  the  treasures 
can  no  more  be  come  at  by  the  general  public 
of  book-worms  and  others,  than  in  the  former 
instance.  They  stand  in  cases  of  glass  which 
are  always  carefully  locked,  and  no  volume 
can  be  touched  except  by  the  intervention  of 
an  attendant.  The  essayist  regards  it,  how- 
ever, as  some  alleviation  of  the  hardship  that 
Jie  and  his  kind  may  pass  before  these  locked 
doors,  and  through  the  glass  darkly  (some- 
times in  that  smoky  atmosphere  very  darkly) 
read  the  lettering  upon  the  backs.  Access  to 
the  shelves  is  perhaps  not  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  A  worm  of  pertinacity  and  dis- 
tinction may,  if  it  be  a  quiet  time  in  the 
library,  have  a  case  opened,  and,  with  an 
attendant  at  his  elbow, —  possibly,  in  rare 
instances,  quite  unattended, — be  allowed  to 
taste,  chew,  and  digest  as  he  chooses.  Such 
conduct,  however,  is  certainly  not  encouraged, 
and  the  soul  of  any  sensitive  worm  becomes 
abashed  within  him  at  the  thought  that  he  is 
the  mark  of  special  courtesy  which  must 
cause  more  or  less  of  trouble.  In  the  read- 
ing-room of  this  library  the  same  half-way 
relaxation  of  the  bond  prevails.  While  maga- 
zines, reviews,  and  the  more  elaborate  week- 
lies are  kept  shut  up  in  a  closet,  only  issued 
one  by  one  upon  an  elaborately  written  appli- 
cation, the  newspapers  lie  in  files,  open  to  all, 
offering  to  the  brotherhood  of  browsers  all 
needful  opportunity. 

The  book-worm  knows  of  only  one  public 
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library  whose  methods  he,  in  his  present 
character  of  spokesman  of  the j  browsers,  can 
thoroughly  approve.  This  library,  the  third 
American  library  touched  upon  in  this  brief 
review,  has  just  been  housed  in  a  new  build- 
ing, beautiful  and  in  every  way  well  adapted 
to  its  purpose.  Every  household  in  the  city 
of  200,000  in  which  it  stands,  can  have  a 
membership  without  pay,  and  there  is  a  broad 
hospitality  for  strangers.  Users  of  the  library 
for  the  most  part  receive  and  return  tlieir 
books  at  a  desk,  consulting  the  catalogue  for 
what  they  wish,  and  presenting  a  card,  the 
certificate  that  the  easy  conditions  have 
been  complied  with.  All,  however,  who  have 
reached  years  of  discretion,  and  can  satisfy 
the  librarian  that  they  have  a  serious  purpose, 
above  all  the  great  fraternity  of  book-worms, 
who  must  browse  or  starve,  can  be  admitted 
to  "  shelf-room  privileges,"  be  allowed  to  go 
to  the  shelves  upon  which  the  books  stand, 
where  they  may  disport  their  joints,  and  per- 
forate as  their  appetites  may  require.  The 
shelf-room  is  a  spacious,  airy,  well-lighted 
hall,  in  which  the  shelves  are  arranged  in 
alcoves,  uninclosed  by  screens  either  of  glass 
or  wire;  chairs,  tables,  pens,  and  ink,  con- 
veniences for  note-taking,  are  at  hand.  Here 
the  happy  worm  may  work  his  will,  applying 
his  feelers  superficially,  as  his  fancy  may 
dictate,  or  laboriously  bringing  to  bear  his 
powers  of  excavation,  if  a  serious  task  opens 
before  him.  What  books  the  burrower  dis- 
places, he  is  expected  not  to  put  back  him- 
self, but  to  leave  on  the  tables,  an  attendant 
restoring  each  according  to  the  library  marks. 
As  regards  the  reading-room,  a  similar  liberty 
prevails.  Newspapers  in  their  files  lie  free 
upon  racks,  periodicals  in  alphabetical  order 
upon  open  desks.  Each  visitor  may  browse 
as  he  pleases  along  the  row, — now  straighten- 
ing his  spine  or  rolling  easily  forward  on  his 
rings  (according  as  he  is  a  vertebrate  or  an 
annulate)  while  in  two  minutes  he  runs  down 
the  table  of  contents  of  halt  a  dozen  maga- 
zines; now  burying  himself  in  an  arm-chair, 


or  squirming  into  whatever  position  of  com- 
fort, while  he  fastens  upon  the  solid  article  of 
the  Edinburgh  or  the  Quarterly,  The  libra- 
rian avers  that  this  freedom  of  access  is 
attended  by  no  so  great  inconvenience  or 
bad  result  as  to  make  it  inexpedient.  Shelf- 
room  privileges  have  too  seldom  been  abused 
by  the  theft  or  mutilation  of  books  to  form  a 
reason  for  abrogating  them.  The  presence 
of  worms  and  others  in  the  alcoves  has  been 
no  trial  worth  speaking  of  to  the  unhysteri- 
cal  attendants ;  the  regulation  requiring  that 
books  shall  be  returned  to  the  shelves  by  an 
official  prevents  any  disarrangement.  A  very 
few  times  in  the  course  of  a  year  periodicals 
disappear,  and  now  and  then,  on  crowded 
days,  pamphlets  and  newspaper  files  fall  into 
a  confusion  which  the  attendant  cannot  rec- 
tify in  a  moment.  But  the  trouble  arising 
from  this  freedom  of  access  is  slight,  not  to 
be  weighed  for  a  moment,  against  the  advan- 
tages of  the  plan. 

I  have  in  this  paper  discussed  library  man- 
agement as  it  presents  itself  to  the  vermicular 
apprehension.  The  question  is  embarrassed 
by  the  circumstance  that  it  would  be  quite 
wrong  not  to  show  a  certain  respect  to  human 
ideas  and  conditions.  I  trust  I  have  shown  a 
spirit  of  candor.  The  custodians  of  the  li- 
brary of  the  Vatican,  unless  report  belies  them, 
recognize  only  one  duty,  that  of  keeping  their 
books  safe,  unconcerned  by  any  consideration 
so  entirely  irrelevant  as  that  the  books  should 
be  used.  The  book-worms,  on  the  other 
hand,  recognize  their  duty  of  browsing,  re- 
garding it  in  their  hearts  as  quite  irrelevant 
that  books  should  be  preserved.  Between  the 
Vatican  and  vermicular  extremes,  the  precious 
brotherhood  of  librarians  may  be  found  at  vari- 
ous intermediate  points,  too  often  nearer  to  the 
good  Roman  fathers  than  to  my  own  congen- 
ers. Let  the  humble  plea  of  the  book-worms 
be  heard.  We  ask  but  a  modicum  of  right. 
With  us,  it  is  browse  or  starve.  We  concede 
that  our  charge  should  be  guarded ;  but  ex- 
clude not  the  browsers  from  their  fit  pasture. 
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HOW  THE  BOOKS  WERE  BOUGHT  FOR  OUR  LIBRARY. 


BY  C:  ALEX.  NELSON,   LIBRARIAN  HOWARD  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY,   NEW  ORLEANS,   LA. 


TT  may  seem  to  many  that  showing  how 
^  books  were  selected  and  bought  for  a  li- 
brary will  be  simply  repeating  the  A  B  C  of 
the  knowledge  which  every  librarian  already 
possesses ;  but  those  of  us  who  have  forgotten 
the  glimmering  dawn  of  our  library  day  in  the 
flood  of  light  which  wide  and  varied  experi- 
ence has  shed  about  our  noontide,  should 
bear  in  mind  that  there  may  be  in  our  midst 
some  to  whom  the  alphabet  of  finance  in  li- 
brary economy  will  not  be  unwelcome. 

My  engagement  with  the  Howard  Memorial 
Library  was  made  some  months  before  the 
work  upon  the  Astor  Library  catalog  was 
finished  in  July,  1888.  Therefore,  as  the  new 
library  was  to  be  a  reference  library,  modeled 
after  the  one  whose  catalog  I  was  then  com- 
pleting, the  first  list  prepared  was  one  of  the 
books  of  reference  most  used  in  the  Astor 
Library,  supplemented  by  a  list  of  the  biblio- 
graphical works  found  most  useful  in  prepar- 
ing the  Astor  Library  catalog.  Discretion, 
however,  was  exercised  in  ordering  from  these 
lists,  as  many  of  the  works  listed  would  not 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  a  new  library  at  its 
inception,  but  could  be  ordered  as  its  lines  of 
growth  became  more  clearly  defined. 

Late  in  July,  1888,  there  was  offered  for 
sale  by  auction  in  New  York  an  admirably 
selected  private  library.  The  time  of  year  was 
speciaUy  favorable  for  buying;  and,  as  the 
catalog  contained  many  standard  works  in 
excellent  editions  and  bindings,  I  decided 
that  it  was  an  opportunity  not  to  be  lost ;  but 
it  was  not  till  the  first  day  of  the  sale  that  I 
was  able  to  submit  the  catalog  for  approval, 
and  get  permission  to  buy.  Nearly  400 
volumes  were  bought,  at  a  cost  much  below 
usual  auction  prices. 

The  catalogs  of  the  leading  American 
publishers  —  Appleton ;  Harper ;  Putnam ; 
Scribners;  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.;  Little, 
Brown  &  Co.;  Roberts  Bros.;  Lee  &  Shepard; 
Lippincott;  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.;  Holt;  Whit- 


taker;  Armstrong;  Funk  &  WagnaUs;  and  Van 
Nostrand;  and  also  those  of  Cassell;  Long- 
mans ;  Macmillan ;  and  Spon  — were  carefully 
examined,  and  the  books  to  be  ordered  from 
each  were  checked,  the  checked  catalog 
serving  as  an  order  list  by  which  the  books 
were  laid  out  by  the  publisher  for  examination 
before  shipment  A  long  experience  in  the 
book  trade  and  acquaintance  with  the  publish- 
ers enabled  me  to  make  such  terms  that,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  the  orders  were  placed  di- 
rectly with  each  publisher.  As  the  best  books 
on  each  catalog  were  ordered,  this  arrange- 
ment was  the  more  easily  effected. 

The  American  and  English  catalogs  were 
secured  as  early  as  possible,  and  the  general 
encyclopaedias  and  dictionaries  were  among 
the  first  books  ordered.  Several  sets  of  peri- 
odicals and  some  miscellaneous  books  were 
ordered  of  the  Boston  Book  Co.,  and  a  large 
number  of  standard  and  miscellaneous  works 
were  selected  from  the  general  stock  of  the 
Putnams  by  personal  examination.  The  vari- 
ous auction  sales  from  August  to  October 
were  attended,  and  many  bargains  secured, 
especially  at  the  fall  parcel  and  trade  sales. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  purchase  of  duplicates, 
the  books,  as  soon  as  ordered  and  bought, 
were  cataloged  on  the  standard  order  slips 
of  the  Library  Bureau,  which  slips  are  used 
as  the  official  catalog  of  our  library. 

In  checking  off  the  books,  careful  attention 
was  paid  to  providing  for  the  probable  de- 
mands that  would  be  made  upon  the  library. 
Naturally,  everything  relating  to  the  history 
of  Louisiana  would  be  looked  for  on  our 
shelves,  and,  as  it  is  purposed  to  make  the  li- 
brary one  of  the  leading  reference  libraries  of 
the  South,  works  relating  to  the  South,  or  by 
southern  authors,  have  been,  and  continue  to 
be,  purchased.  For  the  same  reason,  books 
on  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  South  Amer- 
ica, and  on  inter-oceanic  canals  and  railways 
are  among  our  specialties. 
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From  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  works 
on  the  culture  of  sugar-cane,  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  as  well  as  those  on  the  manufacture 
of  sugar  and  cotton  goods  were  selected.  Ex- 
posed to  the  annual  floods  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  we  had  to  provide  the  best  information 
on  the  hydraulics  of  rivers  and  canals,  and 
the  building  of  levees  and  embankments ;  and 
on  the  subjects  of  drainage,  sanitation,  and 
yellow  fever  too  much  light  could  not  be 
thrown.  Water-supply,  also  ice-making,  light- 
ing by  gas  and  electricity,  road-making,  rail- 
roading, and  electric  engineering  were  sub- 
jects of  vital  interest  and  importance.  New 
Orleans,  being  one  of  the  largest  ports  of  en- 
try and  export  in  the  country,  the  best  works 
on  harbors  and  docks  were  procured,  and, 
with  an  eye  to  the  future,  on  bridge-building, 
also.  In  view  of  the  numerous  branches  of 
manufacture  carried  on  in  the  city,  mechan- 
ics and  the  useful  arts  were  fully  represented 
in  the  books  selected. 

The  catalogs  named  presented  us  with  a 
liberal  supply  of  admirable  works  in  natural 
science,  to  which  others  were  added  of  the 
popular  order.  A  few  hundred  volumes,  by 
some  of  the  best  writers  on  theology,  were  se- 
lected, a  few  shelves  full  of  authorities  in 
philology,  and  a  full  supply  in  sociology,  es- 
pecially in  political  economy;  while  liberal 
place  was  given  to  representatives  of  the  va- 
rious schools  of  philosophy.  In  fine  arts, 
general  and  special  histories,  and  many  of  the 
leading  books  of  ornament  and  design  were 
secured,  and  especially  books  of  costume; 
and  such  as  would  give  suggestions  for  the 
grand  pageants  of  Mardi  Gras.  Athletic 
sports  and  yachting  also  received  special 
attention. 


To  meet  the  wants  of  the  literary  societies 
among  the  ladies  of  our  city,  of  which  I 
will  name  but  two, — the  Geographies  and  the 
Quarante  Club, —  works  relating  to  the  relig- 
ions of  the  East  were  procured  for  the  first- 
named,  and  those  on  the  literatures  of  Greece, 
Rome,  Italy,  Spain,  and  France  for  the  other. 
The  large  French  element  in  the  city  induced 
the  selection  of  several  hundred  volumes  in 
modem  French  literature.  The  standard  Eng- 
lish and  American  poets  were  procured,  but 
in  fiction  only  a  selection  from  the  best  books 
was  made.  Biography  and  history  are  very 
fully  represented,  and  a  good  beginning  has 
been  made  of  a  collection  of  books  on  our 
civil  war,  a  department  of  the  library  which 
will  be  made  as  complete  as  possible. 

In  checking  off  and  ordering  scientific 
books  on  the  catalogs  of  Van  Nostrand, 
Spon,  and  others,  I  had  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  C:  E.  Speir,  of  D.  Van  Nostrand 
Co.,  whose  wide  knowledge  of  scientific  pub- 
lications, sound  judgment,  and,  I  can  also 
add,  disinterestedness,  proved  of  the  greatest 
value  to  me,  as  I  am  confident  they  will  also 
prove  to  others  who  may  consult  him  in 
selecting  this  class  of  books.  I  wish  also  to 
acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  late  Mr. 
G:  E:  Brett,  manager  of  the  American  branch 
of  Macmillan  &  Co.,  for  his  courtesy  and  full 
and  free  counsel  in  aiding  me  to  cull  from  the 
admirable  list  of  publications  of  this  house 
those  best  adapted  to  library  use.  That 
librarian  is  wise  who  complements  his  own 
(shall  I  say  it?)  not  always  infallible  judg- 
ment with  what  aid  he  can  draw  from  such  ex- 
perts ;  for  if  he  be  discreetly  silent  (as  per- 
haps I  have  not  been),  will  not  the  net  result 
redound  to  his  own  credit? 
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ANTEDILUVIAN  LIBRARIES. 


BY  ERNEST  C  RICHARDSON,  PH.D. 


npHIS  paper  has  at  bottom  the  sober,  his- 
torical  purpose  of  clearing  the  ground 
for  the  proper  history  of  libraries.  It  is  an 
introductory  chapter  on  the  mythical  period 
of  library  history,  and  may  perhaps  be  fol- 
lowed somewhere  some  time  by  a  chapter 
on  the  Akkadian,  Babylonian,  and  Assyrian 
libraries  and  their  interesting  library  economy. 

Schmidt  in  his  Handbuch  d.  Bibliotheks- 
wissenschaft  (Weimar,  1840)  contains  (pp.  6 
and  7)  a  list  of  treatises  on  antediluvian  li- 
braries, and  mentions  also  some  earlier  writers 
who  have  maintained  the  existence  of  libraries 
before  the  flood.  As  none  of  these  were  at  hand 
from  which  to  draw  material,  this  paper  is  neces- 
sarily limited  to  the  meager  results  of  original 
investigation.  It  purposes  to  examine  what 
accounts,  if  any,  we  have  of  antediluvian  li- 
braries, their  character,  contents,  extent,  and 
methods  of  administration,  with  some  critical 
examination  of  the  relative  value  of  those 
methods. 

Such  an  examination  as  this  might  perhaps 
begin  with  a  study  of  Adam's  library  —  what  it 
consisted  of,  how  it  was  arranged  and  where 
kept,  and  whether  it  was  formed  before  Eve 
was,  and  who  was  librarian;  on  all  of  which 
questions  there  are  easily  accessible  sources. 
But  there  may  perhaps  be  critical  pre-adamit- 
ists  here ;  or  one,  perchance,  who,  fed  by  Plato 
or  Wordsworth,  thinks  the  soul  is  preSxistent, 
and 

"...  trailing  donds  of  glory  do  we  come 
From  God,  who  is  our  home." 

and  if  preSxistent  souls,  why  not  preSxistent 
libraries  ?  I  do  verily  assure  you  that  I  do 
not  believe  the  tales  of  pre-adamitic  and  pre- 
existing libraries  to  be  wholly  true ;  but,  to  be 
scientific  and  forestall  captious  critics,  we  will 
begin  before  the  beginning  and  treat :  — 

1.  PreSxistent  libraries. 

2.  Pre-adamitic  libraries. 

3.  Antediluvian  libraries  proper. 

The  first  known  library  is  what  is  now  com- 
monly called  the  "  Veda."  This,  you  know,  is  a 


collection  of  various  works,  including  poetryi 
philosophy,  religion,  theology,  etc. 

It  used  to  be  thought  that  Brahma,  the  Cre- 
ator, existed  first  and  produced  the  Vedas, 
but  no,  it  appears  from  the  Institutes  of  Manu* 
that  this  library  existed  even  before  the  Creator 
created  himself.  After  the  Creator  created 
himself  in  the  form  of  Brahma,  and  had  made 
the  soul,  consciousness,  mind,  he  formed  all 
creatures  and  assigned  to  them  (i. 21)  *' dis- 
tinct names,  distinct  acts,  and  distinct  occu- 
pations, as  they  had  been  revealed  in  the 
preexisting  Vedas.^^  (Some  books,  you  see, 
existed  before  mind  was  created,  and  this  we 
can  believe.) 

Kalluka  Bhatta,  in  his  commentary  on  this 
passage  (Muir.  Sanskrit  texts  v.  3 : 6)  explains 
how  the  preexisting  Vedas  were  preserved. 
"  The  same  Vedas  which  existed  in  the  pre- 
vious mundane  era  (Kalpa)  were  preserved 
in  the  memory  of  the  omniscient  Brahma, 
who  was  with  the  Supreme  Spirit  It  was 
these  same  Vedas  that,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  [present]  Kalpa  he  drew  forth  from  Agni, 
Vaya,  and  Surya  "  (Muir.  v.  3). 

In  other  words,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
world,  the  Creator  first  created  himself,  and 
then  gathered  from  various  sources  —  whether 
libraries  or  publishers  is  not  mentioned  — 
the  collection  of  books  known  as  the  Vedas, 
and  on  the  basis  of  this  (cf.  Ssk.  XtxXs^ passim) 
all  things  were  created.  There  was  thus  a 
library.  Brahma  was  librarian,  and  kept  all  the 
books  in  his  mind.  Brahma  was  thus  in  him- 
self a  library,  and  for  a  long  time  the  deposi- 
tories of  the  Vedas  were  in  the  minds  of 
men,  but  were,  I  venture  to  say,  proper 
libraries. 

In  the  case  of  Brahma  this  literature  was 
classified  under  four  heads,  in  Dr.  Poole's 

*  Even  if  the  Institutes  of  Manu  do  not,  as  Sir  William 
Jones  thought,  date  from  1250  B.  C,  or  even  as  Elphinstone 
claimed,  from  900  B.  C,  yet  it  will  be  safe  at  least  to  take  the 
testimony  of  Prof.  Monier  Williams  (Sanskrit  Wisdom,  p. 
a  1 5),  that  they  cannot  be  put  later  than  the  fifth  century, 
B.  C,  while  portions  of  them  are  older  still. 
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compartment  system,  and,  as  in  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  difiEerent  classes  of  literature 
were  issued  from  difiEerent  places.  "From 
the  eastern  mouth  of  Brahma  .  .  .  issued  .  .  . 
the  rich  verses.  .  .  .  From  his  southern 
mouth  ...  the  yajash  verses.  .  .  .  From  the 
western  mouth  ...  the  saman  verses  and  the 
metics.  .  .  .  From  the  northern  mouth  of 
Vedas  (Brahma)  was  manifested  the  entire 
Atharvana  "  (Muir.  3 :  12)  —  the  classification 
being  thus  by  subjects  with  notation  accord- 
ing to  the  points  of  the  compass. 

Odin's  Library. 

A  second  group  of  preSxistent  libraries 
may  be  gathered  under  the  head  of  Odin's 
Library.  This  is  represented  under  various 
forms  in  the  northern  mythology,  but  these 
may  be  simplified  to  two,  and  these,  in  fact, 
are  identical  —  the  fountains  of  Urd  and 
Mimer  and  the  mead  of  the  gods. 

There  is  an  exquisite  philosophy  under  it 
all,  but  this  in  the  main  and  all  details  of 
proof  must  be  left,  only  saying  that  the 
points  have  been  worked  out  with  care.  The 
history  of  the  first  form  of  this  library  is 
briefly  as  follows:  It  appeared  first  in  the 
form  of  Kvaser.  Kvaser  was  wisest  of  all 
the  gods  (Fooling  of  Gylf e,  54), —  so  wise  that 
no  one  could  ask  a  question  which  he  was 
not  able  to  answer, — and  he  traveled  about 
the  world  to  teach  men  knowledge.  He  was 
slain  by  the  dwarfs,  who  gave  out  that  Kvaser 
had  drowned  himself  in  his  own  wisdom, 
because,  as  it  were,  no  one  could  ask  ques- 
tions enough  to  draw  off  the  superfluous 
learning  (some  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  were 
not  then  bom).  His  blood  was  saved  in  two 
jars  —  Son  (expiation)  and  Bodn  (offering)  — 
and  a  kettle  called  Odrorer  (that  which  moves 
the  mind).  This  blood,  mixed  with  honey, 
constituted  a  mead,  the  drinking  of  which 
made  a  man  a  "  poet  and  man  of  knowledge." 
The  dwarfs  bartered  the  mead  with  the  gpant 
Suttung,  from  whose  daughter  Gunldd  Odin 
stole  both  heart  and  mead.  Odin  escaped, 
closely  pursued  by  Suttung.  Almost  over- 
taken, he  threw  out  a  little  of  the  mead, 
which,  sprinkled  about  on  earth,  is  what  the 
poetasters  have ;  but  the  rest  was  saved,  and, 


jealously  kept  in  jars,  is  distributed  to  the 
gods  and  poets  (Brage's  Talk,  3sq). 

This  mead  is  knowledge, — the  spring  of 
life  and  thought,  like  the  apples,  which  Iduna 

The  sorrow-healing  maiden. 

Who  the  Asa's  yoath-presenring  apples  kept, 

plucks  from  the  tree  of  knowledge  and  of  life, 
and  is  served,  as  you  will  remember,  by  the 
Valkyries. 

But  the  mead  is  said  to  be  in  part  identical 
with  the  water  of  life  in  Urd,  the  fountain  of 
heavenly  wisdom,  which,  with  Mimer  (mem- 
ory), fount  of  terrestrial  knowledge,  waters 
Iggdrasil,  the  great  tree  of  knowledge  and 
life;  and  this  water  of  life  is  knowledge. 

The  source  of  nourishment  for  the  tree  of 
life  is  thus  represented  to  be  a  great  library 
of  universal  knowledge,  classified  into  theol- 
ogy, including  fine  arts  and  belles  lettres,  and 
natural  science;  the  former  being  in  charge 
of  Urd  and  the  three  Norns  —  wisest  of 
women  —  while  the  latter  is  under  the  charge 
of  the  grim  Mimer.  Every  day  Urd  and  the 
Norns  sprinkle  the  tree  of  life  from  the  foun- 
tain of  knowledge,  and  everything  which  that 
water  touches  is  purified  to  snowy  whiteness. 
There  is  no  time  for  philosophy  now,  but  it 
is  a  curious  and  suggestive  fact  that,  in  all 
the  ancient  mythologies,  the  food  and  drink 
of  life,  whether  nectar,  soma,  haoma,  or  mead, 
the  apples  of  Ida  or  Iduna,  or  whatever  the 
figure,  are  knowledge.  Is  it  not  Socrates 
who  says :  "  What  is  the  food  of  the  soul  ? 
Why,  knowledge,  it  is  the  food  of  the  soul." 

As  a  man's  knowledge  is,  so  is  his  life  in 
kind  and  amount;  and  those  who  feed  the 
souls  of  men  through  books  are  forming  lives. 

To  return  to  this  library, — there  will  be 
noticed  of  it  the  predominance  of  female 
librarians.  The  mead  of  inspiration  and  life 
was  served  to  gods  and  heroes  by  the  Val- 
kyries, and  the  apples  were  in  charge  of  Iduna; 
while  in  the  great  world  library  all  literature 
and  art  were  in  charge  of  Urd  and  the  Norns. 
The  one  prominent  male  librarian  of  this 
library — Mimer — appears  in  a  most  ungra- 
cious light;  for  so  stem  was  hfi  that  even 
Odin,  when  he  wished  to  draw  a  book,  had 
to  deposit  one  of  his  eyes  as  a  pledge  for  its 
safe  return. 
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This  will  do  for  preexisting  libraries.  It 
may  be  objected  respecting  them  that  it  was 
knowledge  thus  gathered,  not  books;  but 
what  are  books  but  materialized  knowledge, 
a  sort  of  essence  of  truth  ?  It  is  a  novelty  to 
think  of  drawing  books  by  the  pint  or  quart 
from  a  spigot  rather  than  as  now  by  the 
pound  or  yard  from  a  lot  of  boxes,  but  it 
amounts  to  the  same  thing.  Any  thought 
put  in  a  fixed  form  of  expression,  for  trans- 
mission in  that  form,  is  a  book,  whether  writ- 
ten on  stone  or  paper  or  the  molecules  of  a 
brain;  and  where  several  are  systenutically 
stored,  with  a  view  to  being  drawn  in  that 
exact  form,  they  form  a  proper  library,  so 
that,  e.  g.,  the  early  oral  transmitters  of  the 
Vedas  were  real  libraries. 

2.    Pre-adamitic  Libraries. 

Any  librarian  knows  that  dust  gathers  at  a 
maximum  rate  of  say  one  millimetre  per  year. 
Any  book,  therefore,  found  buried  more 
than  six  metres  deep  must  be  Pre-adamitic  Q. 
£.  D.  In  modem  excavations  of  Akkadian 
libraries,  therefore,  we  are  prepared  for  the 
statement  of  Berosus  that  the  capital  of  the 
world  250,000  years  B.  C.  was  called  Panta- 
biblion  or  the  Universal  Library,  which  shows 
that  the  Pre-adamites  had  advanced  notions 
on  the  dignity  of  the  profession. 

With  this  single  mention  in  this  class  to 
which  belong  also  the  libraries  of  Egypt  with 
their  dynastic  monstrosities  of  chronology,  we 
pass  into  the  region  of  conventional  chro- 
nology, where  the  first  library  of  which  we 
have  account  is  naturally  that  of  Adam. 

3.    Antediluvian  Libraries  Proper. 
Adam's  Library. 

In  1884  Dr.  William  Galloway,  of  Edin- 
burgh, published  '*  Dissertations  on  the  Phil- 
osophy of  the  Creation,"  a  very  exhaustive 
and  amusing  study  of  traditions.  It  contains 
some  interesting  matter  to  our  point  I  draw 
from  this  and  various  old  traditions  found  in 
various  sources  the  following  authentic  details. 
On  the  seventh  day  Jehovah,  it  is  said,  wrote 
a  work  on  the  creation  in  several  volumes, 
primarily,  to  teach  Adam  the  alphabet,  and 
secondarily,  to  preserve  the  record  of  the 
creation.    For  some  time  this  seems  to  have 


formed  Adam's  entire  library.  After  the  ^dl, 
however,  Jehovah  published  a  new  edition  in 
one  volume  on  stone,  and  added  another  work 
on  another  stone.  These  were  placed  by  him 
in  a  **  Beth"  or  "  House  "  on  a  mount  east  of 
the  Garden  of  Eden,  which  also  contained  the 
Cherubim.  This  was  the  first  library  build- 
ing, and  presumably  the  Cherubim  were  the 
first  librarians.  The  library  was  bequeathed 
by  Adam  to  Seth,  by  Seth  to  Enoch.  It 
formed  a  part  of  the  library  of  Noah,  and 
was  consulted  by  Moses,  who  incorporated 
the  Elohistic  and  Jehovistic  accounts  in  the 
Pentateuch. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  pretended  his- 
torical library.  Besides  this  we  have  record 
of  various  collections,  one  e.  g.  of  astronomi- 
cal and  astrological  works  by  the  children  of 
Seth;  a  collection  of  heretical  writings  by 
Ham,  written  before  the  flood,  which  he  was 
not  allowed  to  take  into  the  ark  with  him 
(Joh.  Cassianus);  and  the  many  libraries  of 
Greek  works  destroyed  by  the  flood,  of  which 
the  Egyptian  priest  told  Solon. 

'BMifaciU  princeps  in  interest  is  the  library 
of  Noah.  It  contained  that  of  Adam,  with 
very  many  additions.  At  the  time  of  the 
flood  Noah  was  commanded  to  bury  his  books 
—  "the  earliest,  middle,  and  recent" — in  a 
pit  dug  at  Sippara.  From  this  it  appears  that 
the  library  must  have  been  very  large  if  there 
was  room  for  all  the  animals,  and  not  enough 
for  the  books.  According  to  Joh.  Cassianus, 
some  books  were  taken  into  the  ark — prob- 
ably a  select  library  suitable  for  ocean  travel, 
or  perchance  the  same  ancient  volumes  now 
at  times  recommended  for  unwary  travelers 
to  take  to  foreign  shores. 

After  the  flood  this  library  was  dug  up  by 
Noah,  and  preserved  in  his  Beth  at  Nisibis  in 
Peraea,  or,  according  to  Berosus,  was  dug  up 
by  the  sons  of  Noah,  after  their  father  had 
been  translated,  and  formed  the  nucleus  of 
the  Babylonian  libraries. 

The  Hindu  account  of  this  library  (Sir 
A^lliam  Jones  i,  288)  has  an  interesting 
variation  and  witnesses  to  the  fact  of  the 
library.  It  states  that  the  flood  came  be- 
cause the  sacred  books,  having  been  stolen 
from  men,  men  had  become  wicked.    After 
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the  deluge  Vishnu  slew  the  thief,  and  restored 
the  books  to  Noah. 

Of  course,  seriously  speaking,  all  these 
accounts  point  simply  to  one  historical  prob- 
ability—  the  single  grain  of  historic  wheat  in 
this  bushel  of  chafE — the  probability  that 
there  were,  in  fact,  libraries  before  the  flood, 
or  at  least  before  the  conventional  date  for 
the  flood.  This  probability  is  emphasized  by 
something  like  real  evidence  in  the  Akkadian 
works  discovered  in  recent  years.  Up  to 
within  a  few  years  2200  B.  C.  was  almost  the 
earliest  date  really  claimed ;  but  later  discov- 
eries claim  an  earlier  date,  and  antediluvian 
libraries  may  for  the  first  time  fairly  demand 
the  attention  of  the  strict  historian. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  chafif, —  yet  not 
without  hope  of  a  second  grain  of  wheat, — 
and  consider  briefly  what  sort  of  libraries 
these  were  claimed  to  be,  what  they  contained. 

One  of  the  most  curious  lines  of  apocryphal 
literature  is  this  class  of  works  supposed  to 
have  been  written  by  the  antediluvians. 

Though  not  usually  mentioned  in  histories 
of  fiction,  some  have  furnished  suggestions  for 
many  a  modern  writer,  including,  perhaps, 
indirectly  at  least,  Am^lie  Rives. 

The  handiest  collection  of  such  pieces  is 
Fabricius  Codex  Pseudcpigraphus  Veteris 
Testamenti  (Hamb.  1722). 

Asking  what  books  Noah  may  have  had  in 
his  library,  we  find  that  it  may  have  contained, 
besides  the  Elohistic  and  Jejiovistic  docu- 
ments mentioned,  the  following  works  by 
Adam,  e.  g.  {a^  "  De  nominibus  animantium." 
(^.)  A  census  report  of  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
which  included  all  living  things  and  must  have 
been  of  the  greatest  value  to  Noah  in  collect- 
ing the  animals  for  the  ark.  (^.)  The  92d 
psalm,  (d,)  A  poem  on  the  creation  of  Eve, 
and  various  other  works,  all,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, written  after  the  fall ;  for  the  very  same 
authentic  chroniclers  who  ascribe  these  works 
to  Adam  declare  that  he  was  bom  at  three 
o'clock,  sinned  at  eleven,  was  '*  damnatus  "  at 
twelve,  and  driven  out  of  Eden  early  next 
morning  —  which  left  little  time  for  literary 
work,  one  may  suppose. 

The  library  might  have  contained  also 
works  by  Cain,  Seth,  Enos,  Enoch,  Methu- 


selah and  others,  and  various  works  by  Noah 
himself,  including  his  history  of  the  world  to 
his  own  time  written  before  the  flood  and 
published  in  two  editions,  one  on  wood  and 
one  on  stone. 

One  can  imagine  Noah's  sons, 

**In  the  spring-time,  when  a  young  man's  fancy 
Lightly  turns  to  thoughts  of  love,*' 
drawing  a  slab  or  two  of  Adam's  poem  on  the 
creation  of  Eve,  and  see  their  disappointment 
at  the  calm  way  in  which  he  invites  her  to 
*' shake  hands  and  kiss  him.*' 

The  books  were  written  generally  on  brick 
or  stone,  but  sometimes  on  wood  —  those  on 
brick  or  stone  furnishing  a  curious  inversion 
of  a  modern  problem  by  making  the  books 
fire  and  water  proof  instead  of  the  buildings. 
Shall  we  perhaps  come  to  asbestos  books  ? 

There  has  been  much  controversy  as  to  the 
universality  of  the  deluge,  but  there  are  right 
here  in  Amerca  libraries  which  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  touched  by  the  flood,  not  even  so 
much  as  to  have  had  their  floors  cleaned. 

They  cannot  be  post-diluvian,  for  they  are 
very  old,  and  it  must  have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  time  for  them  to  become  so  old. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enumerate  such  libraries, 
but  only  to  give  a  very  few  characteristics  out 
of  our  study  of  the  traits  which  are  peculiar 
to  extreme  antediluvian  libraries  —  ear-marks 
or  rules  for  recognizing  such  libraries. 

By  noting  the  fact  that  certain  evolutionary 
stages  were  reached  at  certain  times,  it  appears 
that 

1.  When  a  library  (a)  excludes  poetry  or 
fiction,  (d)  has  no  adequate  protection  against 
fire  and  water,  (c)  has  no  special  suitable  build- 
ing or  room,  (d)  does  not  admit  more  than 
one  copy  or  edition  of  a  work,  it  is  pre- 
adamitic — Adamites  and  antediluvians  in- 
cluded poetry  and  fiction,  had  protection 
against  fire  and  water,  had  special  buildings, 
and  kept  more  than  one  edition  or  copy  of  a 
work. 

2.  When  a  library  admits  its  function  to 
be  an3rthing  less  than  primary  in  importance, 
it  is  pre-pre-adamitic  or  preSxistent. 

3.  and  finally.  When  a  library  is  treated  as 
the  exclusive  property  of  tl  e  librarian,  when 
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it  refuses  to  employ  women  librarians,  when 
it  includes  only  contemporaneous  literature, 
or  when  it  is  not  classified,  it  antedates  the 
preSxistent 
We  may  learn  many  a  lesson  from  these 


ancient  tales,  but  chief  of  all  we  learn  that 
libraries  are  depositories  of  knowledge  and 
sources  of  life ;  that  librarians  are  custodians 
of  knowledge  and  dispensers  of  life.  May 
they  live  up  to  their  high  calling. 


THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


BY  LEWIS   H.  STEINER9   LIBRARIAN  ENOCH  PRATT  LIBRARY,  BALTIMORE. 


T  ARGE  libraries,  filled  with  collections  of 
the  written  and  printed  learning  of  the 
wise  men  of  the  world,  have  been  known  for 
ages.  They  were  for  the  few;  for  those  who, 
retiring  from  the  attractions  of  business  and 
the  allurements  of  public  life,  lived  among 
books,  and  ardently  desired  no  greater  occu- 
pation, no  higher  honor  than  to  swell  the 
number  of  such  monuments  of  man^s  intel- 
lectual power.  No  ambition  to  extend  the 
treasures  of  learning  to  the  unlearned  seemed 
to  animate  the  student  of  those  days.  To 
preserve  and  enlarge  these  wondrous  mauso- 
leums of  laborious  genius  was  the '  chief 
object  of  their  ambition.  The  great  majority 
of  the  race  had  no  part  in  such  treasures,  was 
content  to  dig  and  labor  for  a  precarious 
existence,  and  to  die,  as  it  were,  gUba 
adscriptus.  Such  was  the  relation  of  man- 
kind to  the  huge  collections  of  books,  known 
as  libraries,  in  the  early  days  of  learning. 

But  as  years  and  centuries  passed  by,  the 
people  began  to  feel  that  they  had  a  right  to 
whatever  was  good  and  ennobling  in  the 
lands  where  their  lot  was  cast.  There  might 
be  a  divine  right  inherent  to  kings,  but  there 
was  also  a  divine  right  inherent  to  every 
human  being  to  enter  the  halls  of  learning, 
and,  seizing  everything  that  could  intensify 
and  enlarge  the  intellectual  powers,  aspire  to 
the  attainment  of  all  that  tended  to  make  him 
master  of  the  world  and  its  varied  secrets. 
The  attainment  of  scientific  knowledge,  politi- 
cal knowledge,— of  all  forms  of  knowledge, — 
must  be  made  possible.  Man  had  been  made 
in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  and  therefore  it 
was  his  right  to  aspire  to  mastery,  and  to  use 
everything  within  his  reach  as  an  adjuvant  to 
such  an  end.    And  so  knowledge  grew,  and 


learning  became  widespread;  and  libraries, 
instead  of  remaining  the  property  of  a  chosen 
few,  became  the  most  democratic  institutions 
known  to  man.  And  with  this  change,  libra- 
ries ceased  to  be  known  as  reserved  for  the 
few.  Their  doors  were  flung  wide  open  to 
any  one  who  could  utter  the  magic  "open 
sesame,*'  which  was  simply  the  articulate  cry 
of  the  hungry  soul  for  that  which  would 
make  it  wiser,  better,  and  more  like  that 
Image  after  which  it  had  been  created. 

It  would  be  a  curious  and  not  an  unprofit- 
able line  of  study  to  trace  the  Genesis  of  the 
free  public  library,  from  the  nucleus  which 
was  hidden  in  the  libraries  that  had  first  been 
established  solely  for  the  learned,  until  it 
reached  its  present  stage  of  development — 
until,  shorn  of  all  exclusiveness,  it  became 
the  freest  instrument  known  to  the  19th 
century  for  the  elevation  of  the  race  from 
ignorance,  and  the  best  and  dearest  friend  of 
every  one  whose  aspirations  impelled  him  to 
acquire  the  secrets  of  the  past  and  present, 
as  well  as  to  battle  for  himself,  his  family, 
and  fellow-citizens  in  the  future.  But  such 
a  study  is  denied  me  at  present.  Let  me, 
however,  try  to  set  forth,  as  clearly  as  practi- 
cable, some  thoughts  concerning  the  future 
of  this  mighty,  democratic  agency  of  the  19th 
century.  It  may  be  well  to  pause  for  a  while 
in  the  technical  details  of  our  professional 
work — although  these  are  so  important,  and 
must  necessarily  claim  much  attention  during 
our  annual  conferences  —  and,  for  a  few  min- 
utes, look  at  what  may  be  the  future  develop- 
ment of  the  public  library,  and  at  what  it  will 
require  of  those  who  are  honored  with  its 
charge. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  free  public 
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library  has  secured  such  a  hold  upon  the  af- 
fections of  the  people,  that  it  can  safely  en- 
dure all  possible  antagonisms  which  may  arise 
from  indifEerence  or  penurious  considerations. 
Communities  are  already  bearing  cheerfully 
the  necessary  taxation  for  its  support,  and 
millionaires  have  learned  to  regard  it  as  a  fo- 
vorite  object  for  the  bestowment  of  the  over- 
flow of  their  bank  accounts.  A  thirst  for 
knowledge  has  seized  the  people,  and  this  can 
be  satisfied  in  no  way  so  well  as  by  resorting 
to  our  literary  reservoirs  for  continuous  sup- 
plies. The  public  library  is  closely  connected 
with  the  civilization  of  the  age  —  so  closely 
that  the  two  are  becoming  almost  inseparable. 
So  long  as  a  free  people  possesses  this  thirst 
for  knowledge,  and  looks  upon  its  gratifica- 
tion as  a  means  of  advancing  its  welfare,  of 
fVeeing  it  from  the  curse  of  caste,  and  of  mak- 
ing its  homes  brighter  and  happier  and  better, 
the  public  library,  with  its  treasures  of  that 
which  will  amuse,  interest,  and  instruct,  must 
remain  an  institution  very  dear  to  their  hearts. 
I.  Our  schools  do  but  fit  their  scholars  for 
its  use,  and  it  is  no  misnomer  to  speak  of  it  as 
the  people*s  university,  where  every  aspira- 
tion for  knowledge  should  receive,  not  only 
kindly  encouragement,  but  direct  and  invalu- 
able assistance.  And  this  brings  me  to  my 
first  proposition,  that  "the  public  library 
must  be  kept  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the 
people,"  by  furnishing  not  only  the  treasures 
of  the  past,  but  whatever  may  belong  to  pres- 
ent discovery,  both  in  arts  and  sciences,  or  to 
topics  that  have  come  to  the  front  as  of  burn- 
ing value  to  mankind.  It  must  always  be  a 
living  fountain  of  refreshment  to  the  human 
soul.  It  cannot  fossilize  itself  by  mere  collec- 
tions of  the  productions  of  the  past.  It  is  no 
place  for  the  mere  hoarding  of  the  severely 
classic.  It  must  also  furnish  the  results  of 
whatever  the  present  brings  forth,  and  be 
ready  to  supply  this  on  call  of  every  age  and 
condition.  It  must  disdain  to  furnish  infor- 
mation on  no  subject,  on  account  of  its  seem- 
ing triviality,  nor  shrink  from  the  task  of  sup- 
plying draughts  from  the  most  profound  sources 
of  human  wisdom,  should  these  be  solicited. 
It  must  become  an  encyclopaedic  helper  to 
the  community,  never  at  a  loss  for  an  answer 


to  a  question,  if  the  same  can  be  found  on  the 
printed  page.  On  the  lookout  for  the  first 
rays  of  any  light  that  penetrates  the  dark  cor- 
ners of  the  mind,  it  must  gather  up  all  these, 
and  preserve  them  for  those  who  will  be  most 
in  need  of  their  assistance.  In  this  univer- 
sity there  must  not  only  be  knowledge,  but 
that  prescience  which  may  predict  and  recog- 
nize the  faintest  indication  of  the  appearance 
of  a  new  discovery  or  a  new  application  of  a 
recognized  principle,  and  then  generously  put 
the  same  at  the  disposal  of  all  its  pupils.  It 
must,  by  loyalty  to  its  sphere  of  duty,  show 
its  indispensability  to  its  patrons,  so  that  no 
public  institution  will  become  more  intrinsi- 
cally valuable  to  them,  and  none  be  looked 
upon  with  deeper  affection  and  more  ardent 
love.  In  this  way  it  will  be  true  to  its  high 
mission,  and  demonstrate  its  right  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people;  and  these  will  learn, 
through  the  recognition  of  such  sympathy 
with  their  wants  and  needs,  to  come  to  it  al- 
ways for  aid  and  assistance  in  the  various 
problems  that  meet  them  in  the  daily  strug- 
gles of  life. 

2.  Who,  then,  is  equal  to  the  task  of 
developing  the  capabilities  of  this  great  uni- 
versity, and  how  can  these  be  made  most 
useful  to  the  crowds  that  will  throng  its 
halls  ?  There  is  much  technique  to  be  mas- 
tered. We  meet  and  discuss  this  with 
earnestness.  Classification  and  mechanical 
appliances  to  assist  in  the  details  of  adminis- 
tration, the  best  methods  of  doing  this  and 
that,  the  best  forms  of  blanks  wherewith 
accounts  can  -be  kept  and  statistics  made 
practically  available,  how  time  and  labor  can 
be  saved  by  such  an  invention, —  these  and 
thousands  of  other  subjects  demand  our 
attention;  and  our  time  is  so  frequently 
occupied  with  them  —  this  tithing  of  "mint, 
anise,  and  cummin" — that  we  are  in  great 
danger  of  forgetting  "  the  weightier  matters 
of  the  law  " —  the  great  trusts  confided  to  our 
hands,  the  immense  responsibilities  that  have 
been  voluntarily  assumed,  and  which  must 
never  be  overlooked.  He  who  is  to  be  the 
mentor  of  young  and  old,  who  come  with 
their  unending  questions  on  every  subject  to 
the  librar)',  must  not  be  content  with  a  mere 
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acquaintance,  however  exhaustive  it  may  be, 
with  the  details  of  library  management  He 
dare  not  despise  these,  since  they  are  essen- 
tial to  system  and  the  successful  performance 
of  his  daily  duties.  They  must  be  ^miliar 
to  him  and  his  assistants,  but  they  belong 
only  to  the  mechanical  performance  of  duties, 
while  there  are  others  of  greater  importance 
that  inhere  to  his  professional  position,  which 
should  never  be  neglected,  and  without  an 
attention  to  which  he  will  fall  far  short  of  the 
usefulness  he  should  attain.  Constant  study, 
some  familiarity  with  what  has  been  done  by 
the  human  mind  in  all  spheres  of  its  activity, 
with  the  novelties  of  the  age  as  presented  by 
specialists  whose  activity  at  present  is  truly 
marvelous ;  in  fine,  with  the  learning  of  the 
world.  All  this  would  not  more  than  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  situation  occupied  by 
the  librarian.  Who  is  sufficient  for  all  this  ? 
No  one  would  arrogantly  claim  for  himself 
such  omniscience.  What  then?  He  can 
possess  himself  with  an  acquaintance  with 
the  sources  whence  such  varied  information 
can  be  obtained,  so  as  to  be  able  to  point  the 
road  that  the  inquirer  must  take  to  secure 
correct  answers  to  his  queries.  And  this,  I 
believe,  must  be  the  line  of  study  to  be  taken 
by  the  public  librarian,  so  that  he  can  help, 
advise,  aid,  and  assist,  if  he  is  unable  to 
furnish  the  full  information  required.  He 
may  have  his  own  special  subjects  of  study, 
but  he  dare  not  prosecute  them  to  the  detri- 
ment of  this  more  important  portion  of  his 
duties. 

The  library,  in  the  future,  must  not  only  be 
a  collection  of  books  to  amuse  and  instruct, 
to  aid  and  assist  those  who  are  hungering  and 
thirsting  for  knowledge,  but  it  must  furnish 
guidance  and  direction  for  all  who  are  unable 
to  secure  this  from  its  stores.  It  must  fur- 
nish counsel  for  those  who  would  employ  its 
treasures,  and  this  function  belongs  naturally 
to  him  who  has  been  intrusted  with  its  man- 
agement and  conduct.  He  must  not  only 
cater  to  existing  public  tastes,  but  assist  in 
the  creation  of  new  ones  on  the  highest  pos- 
sible plane.  He  must  become  the  superin- 
tendent of  a  class  of  assistants,  who  shall  also 
be  relieved  of  technical  details,  of  duties  con- 


nected with  the  receiving  of  the  fresh  mate- 
rials that  a  growing  library  will  be  acquiring 
daily,  of  classifying  and  making  these  readily 
obtainable  from  its  shelves, — of  all  duties  con- 
nected with  the  economic  administration  of  its 
daily  work,  and,  in  fine,  of  everything  that 
will  interfere  with  the  most  practical  instruc- 
tional work.  These  assistants  will  employ 
the  keys  that  unlock  the  treasures  of  the  li- 
brary, and  make  their  contents  available  in 
the  most  intelligible  way  for  the  hungry  stu- 
dent. The  Bureau  of  Information,  that  some 
librarians  have  already  felt  themselves  forced 
to  establish  in  their  libraries,  will  increase  in 
dimensions  until.it  is  so  organized  as  to  dis- 
tribute its  duties  among  those  who  are  to  be- 
come specialists  in  the  different  departments 
of  human  study. 

The  ideal  public  library  of  the  future  will 
thus  not  only  be  a  warehouse  of  books, 
where  the  most  complete  adaptation  of  the 
best  technical  methods  for  their  arrangement, 
classification,  and  management  shall  be  em- 
ployed, but  a  realization  of  a  people^s  uni- 
versity, supplied  with  instructors  —  whatever 
names  be  given  them — fully  competent  to 
guide  and  instruct  its  pupils,  and  to  make  its 
books  of  incalculable  value ;  over  all  of  which 
will  preside  the  one  mind  that  is  full  of 
sympathy  with  its  students,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  broad  enough  and  wise  enough  to  com- 
prehend all  necessary  practical  details,  while 
it  commits  these  to  subordinate  officers  — 
some  to  manage  those  of  a  mere  technical 
character,  and  others  to  exercise  those  in- 
structional duties  that  are  demanded,  in  order 
to  make  the  library  most  useful  to  the  great- 
est number. 

It  may  be  said  that  to  accomplish  all  this 
will  require  a  large  outlay  of  money,  but  the 
same  can  be  said  of  all  enterprises  under- 
taken for  the  instruction  and  advancement  of 
the  race.  Still,  we  have  found  that,  when 
the  ideal  of  any  such  enterprise  approves 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  the 
money  for  its  full  accomplishment  comes 
sooner  or  later.  Our  colleges  have  rarely 
sprung  into  existence  fuUy  equipped  for  the 
tasks  they  have  undertaken.  They  have 
generally  struggled  under  difficiilties  of  the 
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most  disheartening  character.  But  when 
their  instructors  have  proven  themselves 
equal  to  their  tasks,  have  made  their  pupils 
and  the  great  public  see  the  beneficial 
results  of  their  labors,  we  have  found  that 
the  money  needed  for  their  support,  for  the 
erection  of  suitable  buildings,  and  the  proper 
supply  of  books  and  instruments  and  the 
necessary  appliances  for  illustration,  has  come 
at  first  in  little  rills,  then  in  larger  steams, 
and  finally  in  quantity  sufficient  to  supply 
these,  as  well  as  adequately  to  compensate 
the  able  and  conscientious  men  who  have 
devoted  their  energies  to  such  noble  work. 
The  collegiate  institutions  that  have  been 
ushered  into  existence  through  large  and 
bountiful  benefactions  are  simply  evidences, 
in  these  latter  days,  of  what  the  people  have 
learned  to  admire  and  put  confidence  in,  in 
the  case  of  those  that  have  fought  the  good 
fight  in  previous  years,  and  thus  secured  con- 
fidence in  the  grand  ideal.  Moreover,  the 
age  has  begun  to  feel  that  money  can  be 
profitably  employed  in  the  establishment  of 
vast  institutions  for  the  training  of  the  young 
in  industrial  pursuits,  in  the  practical  appli- 
cations of  the  fine  arts,  and,  indeed,  in  a 
thousand  lines  of  work,  in  which  in  former 
days  unaided  genius  was  content  to  struggle 
and  labor  without  aid  or  assistance.  The 
tide  of  generous  benefaction  has  been  already 
directed  towards  the  foundation  and  support 
of  libraries,  and  it  is  manifesting  itself  in  all 
directions  in  the  form  of  gifts  from  the  mil- 
lionaire, who  has  begun  to  see  how  he  may 
link  his  name  inseparably  with  great  good 
for  his  fellow-men  by  founding  public  libra- 


ries. This  movement  will  not  be  checked, 
but  rather  increased,  when  the  management 
of  the  library  shall  show  the  practical  results 
here  set  forth  as  possible.  The  fully  equipped 
and  intelligently  managed  people's  university 
will  continue  to  claim  support  from  the  hands 
of  those  who  have  great  personal  wealth,  or 
directly  from  the  people  for  whose  benefit  it 
is  conducted. 

A  word  now  as  to  the  quarter,  whence  may 
come,  in  the  future,  baneful  influences,  which 
will  not  only  fetter  the  movement  towards 
the  attainment  of  the  ideal  here  presented,  but 
even  seriously  interfere  with  the  work  of  the 
library  in  whatever  shape  this  may  be  done. 
Already  signs  of  such  influences  have  shown 
themselves,  and  have  done' some  injury.  I  re- 
fer to  the  active  agency  of  partisan  politics  in 
the  selection  of  its  officers  and  its  general  man- 
agement, so  that  these  shall  be  made  to  agree 
with  the  dominant  majority,  who,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  prevalent  claims  of  machine 
partisan  politicians,  are  entitled  to  the  control 
of  everything  of  a  public  nature  in  the  body 
politic.  The  public  library  is  a  non-partisan 
institution ;  the  public  librarian  is  a  non-par- 
tisan citizen,  however  pronounced  may  be  his 
political  views,  and  however  he  may  feel 
called  upon  to  cast  his  ballot.  If  he  cannot 
keep  his  political  views  from  controlling  his 
conduct  as  librarian,  he  should  not  undertake 
such  duties.  But  when  true  to  the  functions 
of  his  high  calling,  he  should  be  kept  free 
from  the  perturbations  of  party,  and  guarded 
from  fears  that  he  may  be  made  a  victim  either 
of  its  erratic  likes  or  dislikes. 
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A  DJACENT  to  the  Parliament  Buildings, 
"^^  and  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  main 
avenue  of  the  Government  Gardens,  in 
close  proximity  to  the  Botanic  Gardens,  is 
the  building  occupied  conjointly  by  the  Mu- 
seum and  the  South  African  Public  Library. 

This  building  was  built  in  1858,  and  the 
Library  Hall  was  inaugurated  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Alfred  the  i8th  September, 
i860.  The  first  volume  deposited  on  that 
occasion  by  His  Royal  Highness  was  a  very 
valuable  Greek  manuscript,  "  Lectionarum 
Graecum,"  of  the  loth  century,  presented  by 
His  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey,  then  Gov- 
ernor of  the  colony.  The  library  now  con- 
tains about  45,000  volumes. 

A  general  catalogue  was  published  in 
i88i,*  divided  into  the  five  branches  —  theol- 
ogy, jurisprudence,  sciences  and  the  arts, 
history,  and  belles  lettres. 

Of  course  it  will  be  no  news  to  the  Asso- 
ciation that  a  fine  library  has  been  growing  in 
South  Africa  for  a  half-cent\iry  and  more; 
but,  as  information  about  the  library  is  not 
generally  accessible  in  the  United  States,  I 
present  a  few  facts  gathered  in  a  short  so- 
journ at  the  Cape  last  January. 

"  The  South  African  Public  Library  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  established 
in  1 818,  was  designed,"  says  the  "  Govern- 
ment Proclamation,"  "to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  system  which  shall  place  the  means  of 
knowledge  within  the  reach  of  the  youth  of 
this  remote  comer  of  the  globe,  and  bring 
within  their  reach  what  the  most  eloquent  of 
ancient  writers  has  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
first  blessings  of  life,  *  home  education.' " 

The  library  was  first  opened  to  the  public 


*A  General  Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  South  African 
Public  Library,  Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  a 
List  of  Donors,  Office-bearers,  and  the  Regulations  of  the 
Institution.  Compiled  by  Frederick  Maskew,  Chief  Libra- 
rian.   London :    Henry  S.  King  &  Co.,  1881. 


on  the  3d  January,  1822.  Wine  was  then  the 
staple  export  of  the  colony,  and  the  funds  for 
the  support  of  the  library  were  derived  from 
charges  upon  every  cask  passing  through  the 
market  of  Cape  Town.  Six  years  later,  gov- 
ernment aid  was  withdrawn  by  the  repeal  of 
the  wine-tax.  The  circulating  branch  of  the 
library  was  inaugurated  in  1829,  and,  from 
that  time  down  to  1862,  the  library  revenue 
was  almost  exclusively  derived  from  local 
subscriptions.  The  affairs  of  the  library,  at 
first  administered  by  a  board  of  trustees,  were 
subsequently  managed  by  a  committee  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  institution,  and  are  now  ad- 
ministered under  *'  Ordinance  No.  viii.  of  the 
year  1836,"  which  prescribes  the  terms  of  sub- 
scription and  specific  regulations  for  all  li- 
brary interests.  Following  1862,  the  library 
received  an  annual  grant  of  ;£6oo  from  the 
Colonial  Parliament  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years. 

One  of  the  divisions  of  the  library  is  enti- 
tled the  "  Dessinian  Collection,"  being  a  col- 
lection of  books,  with  a  few  manuscripts  and 
paintings,  which  were  bequeathed  by  Mr. 
Joachim  Nicolaas  von  Dessin  in  the  year  1761, 
"  to  serve  as  a  foundation  of  a  public  library 
for  the  advantage  of  the  community."  This 
valuable  collection  formed  originally  the  nu- 
cleus of  the  whole  library,  and  by  the  will  of 
the  donor  is  vested  in  three  trustees,  elected 
annually  by  the  consistory  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church  in  Cape  Town  from  among  its 
own  members.  This  division  of  the  library 
has  distinct  regulations,  and  a  separate  cata- 
logue compiled  in  1821  by  Kaufmann  and 
Von  Manger.  The  number  of  volumes 
amounts  to  4,565,  in  the  Latin,  German, 
French,  and  Dutch  languages.  This  special 
library  is  richest  in  theology  and  history. 

A  farther  division  of  the  library,  entitled 
the  Porter  Collection,  has  an  interesting 
history.     It  was  presented  to  the  library  by 
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the  subscribers  to  a  fund  for.  the  purpose  of 
having  a  life-sized  portrait  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Porter  painted,  to  be  deposited  in  the  South 
African  Public  Library,  as  a  recognition  of 
the  many  and  valuable  services  rendered  by 
him  to  die  colony.  Mr.  Porter  declined  to 
sit  for  his  portrait ;  and  the  Cape  Town  sub- 
scribers resolved  that  the  amount  subscribed 
by  them  should  be  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  standard  works  to  be  placed  in  the  library, 
and  styled  "  The  Porter  Collection." 

The  most  important  part  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Public  Library  is  the  celebrated  Grey 
Collection  of  about  5,000  volumes,  presented 
by  Sir  George  Grey.  This  collection  is  rich 
in  costly  and  valuable  manuscripts,  ranging 
from  the  loth  to  the  17th  centuries,  in  Latin, 
Italian,  Flemish,  etc.,  besides  many  rare  edi- 
tions of  black-letter  and  early  English  printed 
books.  There  are  about  130  manuscripts, 
mostly  on  vellum  and  parchment,  a  large 
number  of  which  are  very  handsomely  illumi- 
nated; for  instance,  a  missal  which  belonged 
to  Margaret  de  Valois.  Some  vulgates  are 
splendidly  written ;  also  a  copy  of  Livy  and 
Caesar's  "Bellum  Gallicum."  Most  of  the 
manuscripts  are  of  a  theological  and  devo- 
tional nature.  There  are  also  two  very  valu- 
able Dante  manuscripts,  one  of  which  has 
some  palimpsest  leaves.  Among  other  Italian 
poets  are  Boccaccio's  "  Fiammetta,"  and  sev- 
eral handsomely  written  manuscripts  of  Pe- 
trarch. The  Grey  Collection  also  boasts  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  earliest  copies  of  the 
"  Roman  de  la  Rose,"  a  Hebrew  Bible  of  the 
13th  century,  with  Moorish  embellishments ; 
also  two  very  old  maps  of  the  world,  pre- 
sented by  Charles  A.  Fairbridge,  Esq.,  the 
one  1489  and  the  other  1546.  Both  maps 
show  the  central  African  lakes.  There  is 
also  a  very  old  Flemish  manuscript  of  Sir  J. 
Mandeville's  "Travels,"  and  Caxton's  "Poly- 
chronicon,"  1482,  and  the  first  edition  of  the 


collected  works  of  Shakespeare,  1623.  The 
collection  of  native  literature  of  South  Africa, 
Polynesia,  and  New  Zealand  is  unrivaled,  and 
includes  manuscripts  by  the  first  mission- 
aries. Van  der  Kemp  and  Schmelen,  for  ex- 
ample, and  unpublished  letters  and  vocabu- 
laries of  Livingston.  There  is  also  an  excel- 
lent photographic  collection  of  the  native 
types  of  South  Africa, —  Bushmen,  Hotten- 
tots, and  Bantu,  Ovambu,  Herero,  Zulu, 
Kafir,  and  Basuto, — and  a  good  number  of 
rock  paintings  of  the  Bushmen. 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago  a  philologist  was 
appointed  by  the  colonial  government  to  the 
office  of  custodian  of  the  Grey  collection,  and 
a  catalogue*  of  the  collection  was  prepared  by 
him.  It  is  little  more  than  a  list  merely,  but 
it  is  rich  in  titles  quaint  and  curious.  It  is 
divided  into  eight  parts,  among  which  are 
manuscripts  and  incunabula;  early  English- 
printed  books;  early  printed  classics  and 
mediaeval  Latin  and  other  writers ;  science  of 
language  and  comparative  philology.  Sir 
George  Grey's  specialty;  Cape  literature; 
and  geography,  travels,  and  ethnology. 

While  at  the  Cape  I  passed  many  pleasant 
hours  with  this  splendid  collection,  through 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Francis  Samuel  Lewis, 
for  a  period  of  years  assistant  at  the  Bodleian, 
and  lately  appointed  chief  librarian  at  Cape 
Town. 

Appended  is  a  table  of  the  public  libraries 
and  reading-rooms  of  the  Cape  Colony,  in- 
tended to  include  all  above  1,000  volumes 
By  the  aid  of  Map  No.  28  of  Bradley,  any  one 
interested  in  locating  them  with  precision  can 
readily  do  so.  The  Association  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  Mr.  Lewis  contemplates  an 
early  organization  of  a  South  African  Library 
Association,  after  the  American  fashion. 

*  An  Index  of  the  Grey  Collection  in  the  South  African 
Public  Libraiy,  by  Th.  Hahn,  late  Grey  Cnstodian.  Cape 
Town:  Saul  Solomon  &  Co.,  1884. 
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Of  the  aboTe  the  first  five  receive  special  grants ;  the  remaindert  grants  under  governmental  regulation. 
Libraries  at  Adelaide,  Bredasdorp,  Burghendorp,  Clanwilliam,  Humansdorp,  Ladesmith,  Prieakai  Riversdale,  WelHngtoo, 
and  Woodstock  have  less  than  1,000  but  more  than  500  volumes. 

Libraries  at  Barkly  West*  Buttenrorth,  Caledon,  Cathcart,  Montagu  and  Mowbny  have  less  than  500  volumes. 
The  total  of  Receipts  includes  other  items  than  are  m  the  two  previous  cdunms. 

REPORT   ON    LIBRARY  LEGISLATION,  January,  1889 -June,  1890. 

BY    THORVALD    SOLBERG. 


npHE  topic  selected  for  me  to  make  a  report 
upon  is  library  legislation  —  not  the 
ideal  legislation  which  the  A.  L.  A.  might  like 
to  suggest,  but  the  legislation  actually  passed, 
be  it  good,  bad,  or  indifferent ;  and  the  period 
intended  to  be  covered  by  the  report  is  the 
year  1S89  and  the  first  half  of  1890.    The 


legislatures  of  most  of  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories now  hold  biennial  sessions,  and  the 
time  of  meeting  of  some  of  them  was  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year;  but  for  such  legisla- 
tures as  met  in  1890  I  have  only  been  able  to 
find  for  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts any  printed  volumes  of  laws.     As 
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regards  the  session  laws  examined,  I  experi- 
enced the  same  difficulty  as  my  predecessors 
who  have  reported  on  legislation,  in  feeling 
certain  that  I  had  always  discovered  all  the 
new  laws,  owing  to  the  wretched  indexes  so 
common  in  that  kind  of  literature. 

The  legislation  relating  to  libraries  falls 
readily  into  two  divisions :  —  first,  that  which 
may  be  deemed  of  purely  private  or  local 
interest,  such  as  the  acts  incorporating  spe- 
cial libraries,  the  acts  making  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  libraries,  or  the  salaries  of 
librarians,  etc. ;  second,  such  as  relates  to  the 
establishment  or  building  up  of  public  or  free 
libraries — a  kind  of  legislation  decidedly  in- 
teresting to  all  librarians,  without  regard  to 
the  locality  legislated  for.  In  my  report,  I 
have  intended  simply  to  refer  to  the  first  sort 
of  legislation  in  a  way  that  would  enable  any 
one  interested  to  discover  what  laws  had  been 
passed;  while  the  legislation  of  the  second 
class  has  been  summarized  somewhat  more 
fully.  Here  I  will  only  advert  to  the  leading 
provisions  of  the  few  more  important  acts  of 
a  general  character,  or  of  special  interest. 

In  Connecticut  a  law  was  passed  whereby 
the  State  contributes  $5  for  each  100  pupils  in 
the  public  schools  of  any  town,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  apparatus  to  be  used  in 
such  schools,  provided  the  town  contributes 
an  amount  equal  to  that  paid  by  the  State 
during  the  same  year. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Illinois  amended 
the  library  act  of  1872  to  the  effect  that  the 
city  council  of  each  incorporated  city  shall 
have  the  power  to  establish  a  public  library 
and  reading-room,  and  maintain  it  by  an 
annual  tax  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar  on  all 
taxable  property.  In  the  case  of  cities  of 
over  100,000  inhabitants,  however,  the  rate  of 
taxation  is  reduced  to  one-half  of  a  mill  on 
the  dollar.  An  act  was  also  passed,  estab- 
lishing the  State  Historical  Library  at  Spring- 
field for  the  preservation  of  books,  manu- 
scripts, and  other  documents  relating  to 
the  history  of  the  State.  The  collection  is 
to  be  placed  in  the  State  House,  and  is  to  be 
under  the  control  of  three  trustees,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  Two  thousand 
five  hundred   dollars   annually  was  author- 


ized to  be  paid  out  to  establish  and  carry 
on  the  library,  the  librarian's  salary  being 
limited  to  $500  per  annum. 

In  Indiana  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  which  became  law  without  the 
Governor's  approval,  authorizing  cities  having 
30,000  or  more  inhabitants  to  levy  a  tax  each 
year  of  two  fifths  of  a  mill  on  each  dollar  of 
taxable  property,  the  proceeds  to  be  distrib- 
uted by  the  boards  of  school  commissioners 
in  the  purchase  of  books  for  free  libraries  in 
connection  with  the  public  schools.  Impor- 
tant changes  relating  to  the  administration  of 
the  State  Library  were  effected  by  another  act ; 
and  the  State  provided  $60,000  for  a  fire- 
proof library  building  for  the  Indiana  Univer- 
sity at  Bloomington.  This  was,  apparently, 
the  only  State  aid  furnished  during  the  period 
of  this  report  for  library  building. 

The  tax-payers  of  Kansas  are  authorized  by 
an  act  passed  March  i,  1889,  to  vote  them- 
selves a  public  library  in  any  township  of 
more  than  1,000  inhabitants,  and  maintain 
it  by  an  annual  tax  of  three  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar on  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  town- 
ship, provided  the  citizens  of  the  township 
first  donate  not  less  than  $2,000  towards  the 
library  fund. 

An  important  act  to  promote  the  establish- 
ment and  efficiency  of  free  public|(librarie8 
was  passed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massa^ 
chusetts  on  the  28th  of  May  of  this  year.  Its 
chief  provision  is  the  establishment  of  an  un- 
paid board  of  library  commissioners,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  a  new  member  to  come  into  office  each 
year.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  is  author- 
ized to  expend  up  to  $100  for  books  for  any 
town  not  already  having  a  free  pubb'c  library, 
provided  the  town,  at  a  regularly  called  town 
meeting,  elects  a  board  of  library  trustees 
who  can  assume  the  custody  and  distribution 
of  the  books,  and  also  annually  provides,  by  a 
dog-tax  or  otherwise,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  library  not  less  than  $50,  if  its  last  as- 
sessed valuation  was  $1,000,000  or  upward';  or 
not  less  than  $25,  if  the  valuation  was  between 
$1,000,000  and  $250,000 ;  or  not  less  than  $1 5,  if 
said  valuation  was  less  than  $250,000.  Per- 
haps the  most  important  function  of   this 
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board  is  that  of  giving  advice  to  any  librarian 
or  to  the  trustees  of  any  public  library  who 
may  ask  for  help  in  regard  to  the  selection  of 
books,  the  cataloguing  of  the  books,  or  any 
other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or 
administration  of  the  library.  The  board  is 
to  make  an  annual  report  which  is  to  be 
printed. 

During  the  year  1889,  the  laws  relating  to 
the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York  were 
revised  and  consolidated,  and  careful  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  increase,  develop- 
ment, and  proper  administration  of  her  great 
State  library. 

Ohio  amended  her  library  law  of  1888  by 
an  act  of  March  12,  1889,  to  the  effect  that,  in 
case  the  library  tax  of  any  city  should  pro- 
duce more  than  $15,000,  the  rate  is  to  be  re- 
duced, but  not  enough  to  make  the  result  less 
than  $13,000  annually.  Provision  is  also 
made  for  selling  $35,000  worth  of  bonds,  the 
proceeds  to  become  a  fund  for  making  new 
library  buildings  fire  proof,  and  for  furnishing 
them  and  ornamenting  their  grounds. 

Pennsylvania  appropriated  $50,000  to  aid  in 
the  establishment  of  a  memorial  "  Free  War 
Library  and  Museum,*' this  amount  to  be  paid 
only  when  $100,000  has  been  raised  by  private 
subscription  for  the  same  purpose. 

Arizona.  ["Acts,  15th  Legislative  Assembly, 
begtm  the  2i8t  of  January,  1889.^]  —  An  act  was 
approved  March  24,  1889,  providing  $1,750  for  the 
expenses  of  shipping  the  territorial  library  from 
Prescott  to  Phoenix  (p.  55).  An  act  was  approved 
April  10,  1889,  appropriating  $1,200  to  pay  the 
librarian  of  the  Territory  for  the  years  1889  and 
1890  (p.  97). 

Arkansas.  [  **  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  at  the  session,  Jan.  13-April  3, 1889.'']  ~  In 
the  act  approved  March  30, 1889,  making  appro- 
priation for  the  Branch  Normal  College  of  the 
Arkansaw  Industrial  University  for  1889-90,  pro- 
'  vision  is  made  to  pay  for  books  for  the  library, 
$500  (p.  91). 

California.  [ ''  Statutes  and  amendments  of 
the  codes,  passed  at  the  28th  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, 1889.**]  — An  act  was  passed  March  11, 1889, 
making  an  appropriation  of  $89.31  for  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  appn^Mriation  for  the  use  of  the 


library  of  the  Branch  State  Normal  Sdiool  at  lx)s 
Angelos  (p.  138).  In  the  appropriations  for  the 
years  1889-90,  approved  Mardi  21,  1889,  $i5»400 
is  provided  for  the  State  Library;  salary  of  State 
Librarian,  $6»ooo ;  salaries  of  two  deputies  of  the 
State  Librarian,  $7,200;  porter,  $1,800;  contin- 
gent expenses,  $400  (p.  441). 

Colorado.  \^  Laws  passed  at  the  7th  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  convened  2d  January, 
1889.**]  — An  act  was  approved  April  8,  1889, 
appropriating  $2,500  for  the  purchase  of  lawbooks 
for  the  Supreme  Court  Law  library  (p.  446). 

Connecticut.  ["Public  acts  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  1889."] — ^Byan  act  approved 
March  13, 1889,  the  joint  board  of  selectmen  and 
school  visitors  in  each  town  are  given  power  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  purchase  of  books  and 
apparatus,  to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
town.  The  money  thus  appropriated  is  to  be  ex- 
pended by  a  committee  on  libraries  and  apparatus 
which  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  school 
visitors.  The  treasurer  of  the  State  is  ordered  to 
pay  annually,  upon  the  order  of  the  secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  to  such  committee 
$5  for  every  public  school  within  said  town 
for  each  100  scholars,  or  fractional  part  of 
100  scholars  in  actual  attendance,  provided, 
however,  that  no  greater  amount  is  paid  by  the 
State  than  is  paid  during  the  same  year  by  the 
town;  and  provided  that  any  amount  paid  by 
the  State  under  section  2«2i8  of  the  general  stat- 
utes, to  any  district  or  for  any  high  school,  shall 
be  deducted  from  the  amount  payable  under  this 
act  The  books  purchased  are  to  become  the 
property  of  the  town  (p.  11).  In  the  appropria- 
tion act  of  March  22, 1889,  there  is  a  provision  to 
the  effect  that  the  **  State  Librarian  may  annually 
purchase  for  the  State  Library  such  elementary 
books  and  reports  of  foreign  judicial  decisions  as 
the  State  Library  Committee  may  deem  necessary, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1,000  in  any  one 
year"  (p.  31).  By  chapter  104,  approved  April 
17,  1889,  section  1428  of  the  general  statutes  was 
amended  so  as  to  provide  that  the  wilful  deten- 
tion of  any  book,  belonging  to  any  public  or  in- 
corporated library,  for  thirty  days  after  notice, 
shall  be  fined  not  less  than  $1,  nor  more  than 
$100  (p.  59).  The  appropriation  act  for  the  two 
fiscal  years  endmg  June  30, 1891,  approved  May 
16, 1889,  provides  as  follows  for  the  State  Library: 
salaries,  $4*100;  purchase  of  books,  $3^000;  in- 
cidental expenses,  $800  (p.  186). 
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["Special  acts  and  resolutions  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  the  January  session,  1889."] 
— Various  acts  were  passed  incorporating  new 
libraries,  as  follows:  Liberty  Hill  Circulating 
Library,  approved  April  2,  1889  (p.  907);  Bill 
Memorial  Library,  at  Groton,  approved  April  10, 
1889  (p.  950) ;  Hebron  Library  Association,  ap- 
proved April  10,  1889  (p.  951);  Putnam  Library 
Association,  approved  April  18,  1889  (p.  981) ; 
and  an  act  confirming  the  charter  of  the  Bradley 
Library  Association  was  approved  April  18, 1889 
(p.  981). 

Dakota.  ["Laws  passed  at  the  i8th  session 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  January  8-March  9, 
1889."]  —  The  general  appropriation  bill  for  the 
ensuing  two  years,  approved  March  8, 1889,  pro- 
vides |i, 000 each  forfthe  libraries  of  the  University 
of  Dakota  and  the  University  of  North  Dakota 
(p.  12). 

Drlawakb.  ["Laws  passed  at  a  session  of 
the  General  Assembly,  commenced  Jan.  i,  1889," 
V.  18,  part  2.]  —  A  joint  resolution  was  passed 
March  27, 1889,  appointing  a  committee  to  "con- 
sider the  necessity  of  repairs  or  improvements  to 
the  State  House  and  Library,"  with  powers  to 
invite  an  architect  to  view  said  buildings  and  to 
pay  him  for  it  (p.  998).  A  joint  resolution  of 
April  24, 1889,  appointed  a  committee  to  make  a 
biennial  settlement  with  the  Attorney-General  and 
State  Librarian  (p.  1007). 

Florida.  ["  Acts  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  of  Florida,  at  its  second  regular  ses- 
sion, (1889)."]  —  In  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  years  1889  and  1890,  approved  May  31, 
1889^  the  salary  of  the  librarian  of  the  Supreme 
Court  is  made  1300  a  year,  and  I500  each  year  is 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  (p.  61). 

Georgia.  ["  Acts  and  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly,  1888-9.**] — ^^  ^^^  deficiency  appropria- 
tion act  of  Nov.  12,1889,  section  9  appropriates  I3  50 
additional  salary  for  the  State  Librarian  for  1889 
and  for  1890,  and  an  equal  amount  for  the  assist- 
ant State  Librarian  for  taxAi  of  the  two  years  (p.  7). 

iLUif  ois.  [  "  Laws  passed  by  the  36th  General 
Assembly  at  the  regular  biennial  session,  9th  Jan.- 
s6th  May,  1889."]  — The  appropriation  act  for 
1888-90,  section  10,  provides  |i,500  per  annum 
for  the  purchase  of  books  and  incidental  expenses 
of  the  State  Library;  also  f  1,000  per  annum  for 


the  salary  of  the  assistant  librarian.  Section  32 
provides  I350  per  annum  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  library  of  the  South  Illinois  Penitentiary, 
at  Chester ;  and  section  33,  I300  per  annum  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Penitentiary  at  Joliet  (p.  39.)  On 
May  25, 1889,  an  act  was  approved,  amending  a 
previous  law  of  March  7,  1872,  whereby  the  city 
council  of  each  incorporated  dty  shall  have  the 
power  to  establish  a  public  library  and  reading- 
room,  and  maintain  the  same  by  imposing  a  tax 
of  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar  annually 
on  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  city,  provided, 
however,  that  in  cities  of  over  100,000  inhabi- 
tants, the  tax  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  a  mill 
on  the  dollar  annually.  In  cities  of  over  10,000 
people  this  tax  is  not  to  be  included  in  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  taxes  as  limited  by  law  (p.  198). 
Another  act  approved  May  25,  1889,  provides  for 
the  "  establishment  of  a  State  Historical  Library 
at  the  Capitol.*'  After  a  preamble  to  the  effect 
that  "it  is  important  and  desirable  that  all  books, 
pamphlets  and  other  printed  matter,  manuscript 
monog^phs  and  other  writings,  illustrative  and 
descriptive  of  the  history  of  the  State,  be  col- 
lected and  preserved  in  some  permanent  form, 
before  it  is  too  late  to  rescue  from  oblivion  the 
memory  of  its  earlier  history,  and  those  who 
founded  it,  as  well  as  those  who  have  been  con- 
nected with  its  rise  and  progress  in  later  days,*' 
the  law  provides  that  an  ante-room  of  the  State 
Library  rooms  in  the  State  House  shall  be  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  State  Historical  Library, 
and  that  free  access  to  it  at  all  reasonable  hours 
shall  be  forever  had  and  maintained.  Section  3 
provides  that  the  library  shall  be  under  the  con- 
trol and  management  of  three  trustees  "well 
versed  in  the  history  of  the  State,  and  qualified 
by  habit  and  disposition  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  their  office,"  who  shall  be  chosen  and  appointed 
by  the  governor,  by  and  with,  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  term  of  two  years.  The  said  trus- 
tees shall  receive  no  compensation  except  for 
actual  expenses.  By  section  4  the  trustees  are 
given  power  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the 
act,  and  are  authorixed  to  procure  from  time  to 
time,  as  may  be  possible  and  practicable,  at  rea- 
sonable cost,  "  all  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts, 
monographs,  writings,  and  other  materials  of  his- 
torical interest  and  useful  to  the  historian,  bearing 
upon  the  political,  physical,  religious,  or  social  his- 
tory of  the  State  of  Illinois  from  the  earliest 
known  period  of  time,"  and  to  select  a  librarian, 
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who  is  to  be  paid  not  over  1^)0  per  annum,  f  2,500 
per  annum  is  appropriated  oat  of  the  State 
treasury  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act 
(p.  199)- 

Indiana.  [*<Laws  of  Indiana,  passed  at  the 
56th  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  be- 
gun loth  Jan.,  1889.*'] —  By  chapter  21,  the  sum 
of  160,000  is  ai^ropriated  to  the  Indiana  Univer- 
sity, at  Bloomington,  "  to  erect,  furnish,  and  equip 
a  fire-proof  library  building,"  approved  Feb. 
23,  1889  (p.  30).  The  act  (chapter  40,  approved 
March,  i,  1889,  to  take  effect  March  31,  1889) 
providing  for  the  regulation  and  support  of  the 
State  Library,  etc,  made  important  changes  in 
relation  to  that  library.  The  State  Geologist,  the 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  the  State  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction,  one  member 
appointed  by  the  Indiana  Historical  Society,  and 
the  State  Librarian,  with  the  latter  as  secretary, 
are  constituted  a  purchasing  board  for  the  li- 
brary, and  it  is  made  the  business  of  this  board  to 
decide  what  books,  maps,  etc.,  shall  be  purchased 
for  the  library,  and  to  supervise  and  direct  the 
expenditure  of  all  appropriations  for  the  purchase 
and  binding  of  books.  The  board  is  ordered  to 
report  biennially  to  the  Legislature  on  the  con- 
dition and  wants  of  the  library;  $5,000  was 
appropriated  by  that  act  to  be  expended  between 
April  I,  1889,  and  April  i,  1890  for  books  and 
binding,  but  not  over  1 1,000  was  to  be  used,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  above  board,  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  a  card  catalogue.  It  is  also  provided  that 
thereafter  |2,ooo  is  to  be  used  annually  for  pur- 
chasing books  and  for  binding.  The  State  Li- 
brarian is  ordered  to  transfer  to  the  library  of  the 
Supreme  Court  all  state  laws,  except  those  for 
Indiana,  or  those  of  which  the  Supreme  Court 
Library  contains  duplicate  copies.  The  State 
Librarian  is  made  the  custodian  of  the  State 
documents  instead  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and 
it  is  made  his  duty  to  distribute  them  according  to 
law,  while  the  custody  of  ^e  archaeological  and 
historical  relics  is  transferred  from  the  State 
Librarian  to  the  State  Geologist  The  salary  of 
the  State  Librarian  is  fixed  at  $1,500,  and  he  is 
authorized  to  appoint  a  first  assistant  at  $1,100  a 
year,  and  a  second  assistant  at  $900  a  year 
(p.  58).  The  general  appropriation  act  of  March 
IX,  1889,  appropriates  for  the  State  Librarian's 
office,  as  follows :  Salary  of  State  Librarian,  $1,500 ; 
first  assistant,  $1,100;  second  assistant,  $900;  the 
distribution  of  documents,  $900;  janitor,  $600; 
while  for  the  salary  of  the  law  librarian,  $i,soo 


is  provided,  and  an  extra  compensation  of  $900  as 
payment  for  making  the  catalogue  of  books  in  the 
Law  Library  (p.  404).  Chapter  233  became  a  law 
on  March  11,  1889,  by  lapse  of  time  without  the 
Governor's  consent.  By  authority  of  this  act,  the 
boards  of  school  commissioners  in  cities  having 
thirty  thousand  or  more  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  census  of  1870,  are  authorized  to  levy  a  tax 
each  year  not  exceeding  two-fifths  of  a  mill  on 
each  dollar  of  taxable  property.  This  money  they 
are  authorized  to  distribute  in  the  purchase  of 
books  for  free  libraries  in  connection  with  public 
schools,  in  fitting  up  suitable  rooms  for  such  li- 
braries, paying  salaries  of  librarians,  etc.  The 
boards  of  school  commissioners  are  also  authorized 
to  make  and  enforce,  by  prescribed  penalties, 
such  regulations  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  proper  care  and  circulation  of  the  books  be- 
longing to  the  libraries  (p.  432.) 

Kansas.  ["Session  laws  of  i889.T  —  An  ^xX 
was  approved  March  i,  1889,  to  the  effect  that, 
upon  the  written  petition  of  fifty  tax-payers,  of  any 
township,  having  more  than  1,000  inhabitants,  to 
the  board  of  county  commissioners,  said  board 
shall  put  the  question  of  the  maintenance  of  a 
free  library  before  the  legal  voters  of  the  township 
at  the  next  annual  or  a  specially  called  election ;  and 
if  the  vote  is  affirmative,  the  township  board  shall 
thereafter  annually  levy  a  tax  of  not  to  exceed 
three  mills  on  the  dollar  on  all  the  taxable  property 
in  such  township.  But  this  election  is  not  to  be 
called  until  there  shall  have  been  donated  to  the 
township  petitioning  for  the  election,  not  less  than 
$2,000  in  money,  or  its  equivalent  in  property,  the 
title  to  which  shall  be  vested  in  the  township,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  library  fund.  This 
fund  is  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  township 
board,  which  is  to  have  charge  of  the  construction 
of  any  library  building,  or  the  fitting  up  of  library 
rooms,  and  shall  purchase  books,  appoint  libra- 
rians, etc.,  and  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  libraries  (p.  248). 

Maine.  [*'Acto  and  resolves  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  1889."]  — By  a  resolve  approved  Feb.  19, 
1889,  $500  each  for  the  years  1889  and  1890  was 
appropriated  to  purchase  books  for  the  State 
Library,  and  for  incidental  expenses,  and  $300  for 
the  preparation  of  a  catalogue  ( p.  83) .  On  March  5, 
1889,  a  resolve  was  approved  to  appropriate  $200 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  the 
State  prison  (p.  109).  By  an  act  approved  Feb.  19, 
1889,  the  salary  of  the  State  Librarian  was  in- 
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creased  to  $i,ooo  per  annum  (p.  176).  On  Feb. 
19,  1889,  an  act  was  approved  to  incorporate  the 
Eliot  Library  Association  (p.  597),  and  on  Feb.  26, 

1889,  was  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  Buck 
Memorial  Library,  in  Bucksport  (p.  669).  By  an 
act  approved  Feb.  i,  1887,  the  treasurer  of  each 
county  was  directed  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
law  library  association  of  his  county,  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  county  law  library,  10  per  cent, 
of  all  fines  paid  into  the  treasury  in  violation  of 
certain  laws,  provided  the  sum  so  paid  by  the 
county  treasurer  should  not  exceed  (xoo  per 
annum.  ("Acts  and  resolves,  1887,'*  p.  6.)  By 
an  act  approved  Feb.  26, 1889^  the  limit  of  money 
to  be  so  paid  for  the  benefit  of  the  county  law  li- 
brary was  raised  to  I300  (p.  193).  An  act  was  passed 
Jan.  16, 1889,  whereby  all  the  powers,  immunities, 
and  franchises  and  affairs  of  the  Portland  Insti- 
tute and  Public  Library  (which  is  henceforth  to  be 
styled  the  Portland  Public  Library)  were  passed 
to  be  perpetually  governed  by  a  permanent  board 
of  trustees,  not  exceeding  twenty  members,  to  be 
elected  in  the  first  instance  by  the  life  members  of 
the  corporation,  with  power  to  fill  vacancies  in 
their  own  ranks.  The  corporate  property,  it  is 
declared,  shall  be  used  and  improved  for  a  free 
public  library,  and  shall  be  exempt  from  liability 
to  be  taken  by  the  city  from  the  management, 
direction,  and  control  of  the  said  board  of  trus- 
tees, which  is  to  make  all  laws  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  library,  etc.  (p.  469). 

Massachusktts.  [  "  Acts  and  resolves  passed 
by  the  General  Court  in  1889."]  —The  act  of  1888 
(chapter  304),  relating  to  the  election,  powers,  and 
duties  of  trustees  of  free  public  libraries  and  read- 
ing rooms  in  towns,  was  amended  by  an  act 
approved  March  14, 1889,  whereby  section  2,  lim- 
iting the  number  of  trustees  not  to  exceed  nine  in 
all,  was  changed  to  provide  that  the  board  of 
trustees  should  consist  of  any  number  of  persons 
divisible  by  three  which  the  town  might  decide  to 
elect,  one  third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually  for 
a  term  of  office  of  three  years.  No  person  shall 
be  ineligible  by  reason  of  sex.  The  board  is  to  be 
elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  organize  annually  by 
the  dioice  of  a  chairman  and  secretary  from  their 
own  number  (p.  863). 

["Acts  and  resolves  passed  by  the  General 
Court,  1890.*!  —  An  act  was  approved  on  May  28, 

1890,  "to  promote  the  establishment  and  efficiency 
of  free  public  libraries,"  which  is  of  more  than 
usual  interest.*    It  provides  that  the  governor, 

•The  foil  tnct  of  this  act  was  printed  in  the  Library 
j0mmalUx  July,  1890,  p.  ao/. 


with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  shall 
appoint  five  residents  to  terms  of  one,  two,  three, 
four,  and  five  years  as  a  board  of  library  commis- 
sioners, the  subsequent  term  of  office  to  be  five 
years.  Section  2  of  the  act  provides  that  the 
librarian  or  trustees  of  any  public  library  may  ask 
said  board  for  advice  in  regard  to  the  selection  of 
books,  the  cataloguing  of  books,  and  any  other 
matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  adminis- 
tration of  the  library,  and  the  board  is  directed  to 
give  such  advice  as  it  shall  find  practicable.  The 
board  is  to  make  an  annual  report,  which  is  to  be 
printed  as  a  public  document.  By  section  3  of  the 
act  this  board  is  authorized  and  directed  to  expend, 
upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  library  trus- 
tees of  any  town  having  no  free  public  library, 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  (100  for  books  for  the  town,  the  books 
to  be  used  by  the  trustees  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  free  public  library.  The  board  of 
commissioners  are  to  select  and  purchase  the 
books.  But,  according  to  section  4,  no  town  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  until  it  has 
accepted  the  provisions  of  it  at  a  regularly  called 
town  meeting,  and  has  elected  a  board  of  library 
trustees,  as  provided  in  chapter  304  of  the  acts  of 
1888,  and  until  said  trustees  shall  have  provided, 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, for  the  care,  custody,  and  distribution  of 
the  books  furnished  in  accordance  with  this  act 
Section  5  provides  that  any  town  accepting  the 
provisions  of  the  act  shall  annually  appropriate 
from  the  dog  tax,  or  shall  otherwise  annually  pro- 
vide for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 
library,  a  sum  not  less  than  I50,  if  its  last  assessed 
valuation  was  one  million  dollars  or  upward,  or 
not  less  than  I25  if  said  valuation  was  less  than 
one  million  and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  or  not  less  than  I15  if  said 
valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  board  of  library  commis- 
sioners, according  to  section  6,  are  to  receive  no 
compensation,  but  provision  is  made  to  pay  for 
clerk  hire  and  other  expenses  up  to  I500  (p.  318). 

N£BRASKA.  [  *'  Laws  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  at  its  twenty-first  session,  begun  Jan.  i, 
1889."] — Section  59  of  the  act  approved  March 
30,  1887,  incorporation  metropolitan  cities,  and 
defining,  regulating,  and  prescribing  their  duties, 
powers,  and  government,  was  amended  by  an 
act  approved  March  16,  1889^  so  as  to  resui  as 
follows :  — 

^'The  mayor  and  council  shall  have  power  to 
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establish  and  maintain  public  libraries,  reading- 
rooms,  art  galleries,  and  museums,  and  to  provide 
the  necessary  grounds  or  buildings  therefor;  to 
purchase  books,  papers,  maps,  manuscripts,  and 
works  of  art  and  objects  of  natural  or  scientific 
curiosity  and  instruction  therefor,  and  to  receive 
donations  and  bequests  of  money  or  property  for 
the  same  in  trust  or  otherwise.  They  may  also 
pass  necessary  by-laws  and  regulations  for  the 
protection  and  government  of  the  same  **  (p.  96). 

Nevada.  [  '*  Statutes  passed  at  the  fourteenth 
session  of  the  Legislature,  1889."] — Chapter  96^ 
approved  March  9,  1889,  appropriates  $750  to  be 
paid  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Fisher  for  the  compilation  of 
a  catalogue  of  the  State  Library,  after  such  com- 
pilation has  been  examined  and  approved  by  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  The  catalogue  is 
directed  to  be  made  to  "  conform  substantially  in 
method,  as  to  system,  form,  and  manner,  with 
that  of  the  catalogue  of  the  State  Library  of 
California,  by  Wells,  edition  of  1886.**  The  clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court  is  directed  to  have  printed 
and  bound  200  copies  of  the  catalogue,  and  to 
distribute  them.  Ten  copies  are  ordered  inter- 
leaved for  the  use  of  the  library,  so  that  new 
books  added  may  be  catalogued  in  them  (p.  91). 
An  act  (chapter  loi)  approved  March  9,  1889, 
authorizes  the  State  Librarian  to  sell  such  dupli- 
cates in  the  State  Library  as  may  be  set  aside 
for  that  purpose  by  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  latter,  however,  are  given  authority 
at  their  discretion  to  reserve  those  of  special 
value  for  the  library  of  the  State  University,  and 
to  transfer  them  to  that  institution  upon  an  appli- 
cation for  them  from  the  regents  (p.  94). 

New  Hampshire.  ['*  Laws  passed,  June  session, 
1889.'*]  —  An  act  was  passed  July  16,  1889,  fixing 
the  annual  appropriation  for  the  State  Library  at 
$2,500,  "  said  sum  to  be  expended  as  the  trustees 
shall  direct "  (p.  34). 

New  Jersey.  ["  Acts  of  the  1 13th  Legislature, 
1889."]  —  On  March  19, 1889,  an  act  was  passed 
supplemental  to  the  Library  Act  of  1884,  providing 
that  at  any  election  for  municipal  officers,  the 
voters  may  place  on  their  election  tickets  the 
words  ''for  a  public  library  **  or  *'  against  a  public 
library,**  and  if  the  vote  is  in  the  affirmative  then 
a  free  public  library  is  to  be  established  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1884  (p.  75).  Another 
act  passed  on  the  same  day,  seems  worthy  of 
special  notice  and  imitation.    This  law  provides 


that  any  public  board,  or  any  department  of  the 
government  in  any  dty  where  there  is  a  public 
library,  may  turn  over  to  the  latter  any  collections 
of  books  in  their  offices  or  under  their  control, 
thus  enabling  public  officers  to  place,  where  they 
may  be  useful,  books  which  may  have  no  further 
value  for  them  or  their  departments  (p.  65). 

New  York.  ["  Laws  passed  at  the  1 12th  session 
of  the  Legislature,  January  i-May  16, 1889."]  —  By 
an  act  approved  June  5,  1889,  the  mayor  and  com- 
missioners of  the  dty  of  Brooklyn  are  authorized 
to  designate  and  set  apart  certain  parts  of  Pros- 
pect Park  as  building  sites  for  museums  of  art 
and  science  and  libraries,  and  to  lease  the  land  at 
a  nominal  rent  and  for  a  term  of  years,  not  to 
exceed  one  hundred  years,  to  any  corporation  or 
corporations  for  educational  purposes.  No  build- 
ings are  to  be  erected  until  the  plans  have  been 
approved  by  the  mayor  and  commissioners;  and 
such  museums  and  libraries  are  to  be,  at  all 
reasonable  times,  free,  open,  and  accessible  to  the 
public  and  private  schools  of  the  dty,  and  to  the 
general  public  on  such  terms  of  admission  as  the 
mayor  and  commissioners  shall  approve,  and  they 
are  to.be  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  State  of  New  York  (p.  497). 
Chapter  529,  approved  June  15, 1889,  "An  act  to 
revise  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,**  materially 
affects  the  State  Library.  According  to  section 
i6»  that  institution  is  put  under  the  control  of  the 
Regents  of  the  State  University  as  a  board  of 
trustees.  Section  17  provides  that  the  library 
shall  be  open  not  less  than  eight  hours  every  week- 
day in  the  year,  and  designates  the  offidals  who 
may  borrow  books  from  the  library.  The  Regents 
are,  by  section  18,  given  charge  of  the  State  publi- 
cations ;  and  there  is  established  in  the  library  a 
duplicate  department,  to  which  is  to  be  sent,  when 
published,  five  copies  of  every  State  document, 
and  any  remaining  copies  after  completing  the 
distribution  directed  by  law.  These  duplicates 
are  to  be  sold  or  exchanged  under  the  direction 
of  the  Regents.  According  to  section  19,  the  sum 
of  $15,000  is  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  Regents 
for  books,  serials,  and  binding  for  the  State 
Library  (p.  724).  The  general  appropriation  act 
of  June  15, 1889,  provides  |6^ooo  for  the  several 
judicial  district  libraries  (p.  764) ;  $15,000  for  books 
and  binding  for  the  State  Library,  with  $1,500  for 
salary  of  derk  in  charge  of  documents  and 
records;  incidental  expenses,  $2/x)0;  salaries, 
$9,500  (p.  768). 
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["  Laws  passed  at  the  113th  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, January  6-May  9, 1890.*!  —  By  the  general 
appropriation  act  of  March  31, 1890,^15,000  was 
provided  for  the  State  Library,  as  required  by 
chapter  529  of  the  laws  of  1889,  for  the  purchase 
of  books  and  binding ;  and  for  salaries  of  officers, 
etc,  16,500;  for  furniture,  fittings,  and  other 
incidental  expenses,  $3,000;  and  for  the  duplicate 
department,  I900  (p.  243).  A  deficiency  appro- 
priation act  of  May  6»  1890,  provides  $2,500  to 
enable  the  Regents  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  law  of  1889  in  the  administration  of  the  State 
Library  and  its  duplicate  department  for  the  two 
fiscal  years  ending  Sept.  30, 1891  (p.  568). 

North  Carolina.  p*Laws  and  resolutions 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  session  of 
I889.^— By  a  resolution  ratified  Jan.  15,  1889,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  record-room,  formerly  the 
library-room,  be  kept  open  during  the  session  of 
the  General  Assembly ;  and  to  effectuate  this  the 
State  Librarian  is  authorized  to  employ  a  suitable 
person,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1  per  day  (p.  519). 
By  another  resolution  of  March  11,  1889,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  State  Library  is  to  be  opened 
from  7  to  9  o'clock  each  afternoon,  provided  the 
expense  involved  is  voluntarily  paid  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Raleigh  (p.  530).  On  the  same  day 
a  resolution  was  passed  ordering  the  State  Printer 
to  do  all  the  necessary  binding  for  the  State 
Library,  provided  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  $100 
(p.  534).  By  an  act  ratified  March  11, 1889,  the 
State  Librarian  is  directed  to  receive  all  State 
documents  sent  from  other  States  and  Territories 
(p.  505). 

Ohio.  [*'  General  and  local  acts  passed  by  the 
68th  General  Assembly  at  its  adjourned  session, 
begun  Jan.  8, 1889."]— The  Legislature  of  Ohio, 
on  March  12, 1889,  passed  certain  amendments  of 
the  law  of  April  12,  1888,  "for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  public  libraries  in  certain 
cities,'*  whereby  it  is  provided  that  if  the  library 
tax  levy  of  four-tenths  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar 
shall  produce  a  revenue  in  excess  of  $15,000,  the 
levy  is  to  be  reduced  so  that  the  library  fund  will 
not  in  any  year  exceed  that  sum ;  but  it  is  not  to 
be  reduced  below  $13,000.  The  same  act  amends 
the  section  of  the  former  law  which  relates  to 
the  providing  of  library  buildings  so  as  to  provide 
for  the  selling  of  additional  bonds  to  an  amount 
not  to  exceed  $35,000,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  new  buildings  fire 
proof,  and  to  complete  the  buildings,  furnish 


them,   and    grade    and   ornament    the    library 
grounds  (p.  79). 

Oregon.  ["  Laws,  resolutions  and  memorials  of 
the  15th  regular  session  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly, 1889."]— By  an  act  approved  Feb.  25,  1889, 
the  salary  of  the  State  librarian  is  fixed  at  $1,000 
per  aimum  (p.  56). 

Pennsylvania.  [*'  Laws  of  the  General  Assem^ 
bly,  passed  at  the  session  of  1889."] —  The  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  approved  May  29, 
1889,  an  act  making  appropriations  to  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  a  free  war  library  and  museum 
of  the  Military  Orders  of  the  Loyal  legion  and  of 
the  Department  of  Peimsylvania  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  at  Philadelphia,  and  appropriated 
$50,000  for  this  purpose;  the  institution  to  be  a 
sort  of  "memorial  of  the  services  and  sacrifices 
of  the  soldiers  who  fought  for  the  union  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion."  The  above  sum,  how- 
ever, is  only  to  be  paid  after  $100,000  has  been 
raised  by  private  contributions  for  the  same  pur- 
pose (p.  394). 

Rhode  Island.  ["Public  laws  passed  at  the 
May  session,  1889.'*]^  By  an  act  passed  May  31, 
1889,  the  sum  of  $2,000  annually  is  appropriated 
for  the  purposes  of  the  law  library,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
this  being  an  increase  from  $500  per  annum 
granted  by  the  act  of  1882  (p.  4). 

Tennessee.  ["Acts  passed  at  the  46th  General 
Assembly,  1889."] — '^^^  general  appropriation 
act  of  April  8,  1889,  grants  $900  annually  for  two 
years  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  State 
Library  (p.  183). 

Texas.  ["  General  laws  passed  at  the  regular 
session  of  the  21st  Legislature,  Jan.  8-April  6^ 
1889."] —  '^^^  general  appropriation  act  of  April, 
8,  1889,  provides  for  the  fiscal  year  from  March 
1, 1889,  to  Feb.  28, 1891,  $3,000  for  the  purchase 
of  books  for  the  Supreme  Court  Libraries,  and 
$1,100  for  salaries  of  librarians,  as  follows :  One 
at  Austin,  $500;  one  at  Tyler,  $300;  and  one  at 
Galveston,  $300  (p.  64). 

Virginia.  ["Acts  and  joint  resolutions  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly,  during  the  session  of 
1889-90."]—  In  the  recently  codified  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, sections  254  to  258  contained  provisions 
for  the  creation  of  a  library  committee,  to  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


58 


FABYAN  HOUSE   CONFERENCE. 


appointed  biennially,  to  have  the  direction  of  the 
State  Library  and  the  library  funds.  Section  256 
aathorized  the  said  committee  to  purchase  books, 
manuscripts,  etc,  relating  to  the  history  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  to. print  such  manuscripts,  but  limited 
the  amount  to  be  expended  for  such  printing  to 
$1,000  during  any  one  year;  while  section  257 
restricted  the  amount  to  be  expended  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  library,  in  any  one  year,  to  $3,000  in 
addition  to  the  $1,000  mentioned  above,  the  sum 
spent  in  the  purchase  of   law  books,  and  the 


amount  paid  for  insurance.  By  an  act- approved 
March  4,  1890,  these  sections  of  the  code  were 
amended  by  striking  out  the  limitations  as  to  the 
amounts  to  be  expended. 

West  Virginia.  ["Acts  of  the  Legislature  at 
its  19th  regular  session,  1889.**] —  By  the  general 
appropriation  act  of  February  21, 1889,  $1,200  is 
granted  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  **  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral and  ex  officio  Librarian,  and  Superintendent 
of  weights  and  measures  "  (p.  55). 


REPORT  ON  READING  FOR  THE  YOUNG. 


BY  MRS.  MINERVA  A.  SANDERS,   LIBRARIAN  FREE  PUBLIC  UBRART,   PAWTUCKBT,   R.   I. 


T  N  preparing  this  report,  librarians  were  very 
largely  called  upon  for  "  methods,  results, 
and  book  lists ;  also  any  items  of  interest  that 
would  be  helpful.**  The  response  was  cordial 
and  interesting.  I  give,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  replies,  for  it  is  encouraging  to  see  such 
interest  manifested  in  a  subject  which  we 
are  daily  estimating  more  and  more  at  its 
true  value. 

From  the  book  lists,  which  range  from 
"  Mother  Goose  Melodies  "  to  "  Marcus  Au- 
relius,"  I  have  selected  a  number  of  books 
with  the  thought  that  a  list  so  generally  en- 
dorsed will  be  of  interest  To  this  I  have 
added  a  few  series  of  books  both  instructive 
and  recreative.  This  list  may  be  seen  at  any 
time  during  the  session,  and  duplicated,  if 
desired. 

My  special  endeavor  has  been  to  call  forth 
the  various  methods  employed  by  librarians 
to  inspire  the  young  with  a  taste  for  good 
reading.  By  ^(^^i/ reading  is  not  meant  the  book 
which  treats  of  the  saintly  "  Die-young-and-go- 
to-heaven-sure  kind,"  with  a  moral  guide  board 
for  a  frontispiece,  and  a  tombstone  for  a  finis. 
For  a  child  is  better  for  believing  the  truth 
that  the  good  do  not  ** always  die  young;" 
and  that  it  is  just  such  laughter4oving,  mis- 
chievous natures  as  its  own,  full  of  mistakes 
and  sweet  repentance,  that  are  needed  in  the 
world,  and  who  live  to  bless  it. 

Neither  is  it  the  book,  whether  of  fact  or 
fiction,  whose  hero's  sole  motive  is  ambition, 


and  whose  every  thought  and  action  is  im- 
pelled by  a  vision  ever  before  him  of  the 
judge's  bench,  or  the  White  House. 

Nor  is  it  the  book  that  deals  solely  with 
cold,  dry  fact,  unrelieved  by  a  single  scintilla- 
tion of  wit  or  imagination.  The  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  should 
confiscate  such  books,  make  one  grand  bon- 
fire, and  let  the  children  dance  around  it.  I 
have  in  mind  a  girl  well  grown,  who  has 
been  fed  on  just  such  mental  pabulum  all  her 
life;  who  has  never  tasted  that  morsel  of 
gracious  sweetness, "  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy," 
or  drunk  from  the  pure  stream  of  Longfellow's 
"  Evangeline,"  or  Whitticr's  «*  Snowbound," 
or  feasted  on  the  more  substantial  *'Ben- 
Hur,"  because  condemned  by  her  parents  as 
too  imaginative,  therefore  unnatural  and  un- 
wholesome. The  m3rth8  and  legends  which 
make  so  large  a  part  of  the  beauty  and  richness 
of  literature,  both  ancient  and  modem,  fall 
under  the  same  ban.  What  can  be  done  in 
such  a  case  to  overcome  prejudices  so  deter- 
rent to  a  healthy  mental  growth  ? 

This  is  not  an  exceptional  case,  yet  where 
there  is  one  like  it,  there  are  hundreds  of 
parents  who  are  utterly  indifferent  to  the 
character  of  their  children's  reading,  from  the 
neglected  culture  of  their  own  literary  tastes, 
generally  from  want  of  opportunity. 

To  influence  the  children  by  judicious 
guidance,  and  help  them  to  such  reading  as 
will  awaken  the  imagination,  sharpen  the 
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observation^  develop  the  humanities*  and  culti- 
vate in  them  a  respect  for  the  English  lan- 
guage pure  and  simple,  is  the  librarian's 
privilege ;  and,  as  our  personal  influence  is  ex- 
erted, in  just  such  proportion  will  our  com- 
munities be  uplifted.  That  this  is  the  grow- 
ing sentiment  of  librarians,  is  seen  in  the 
extracts  from  their  letters  received  for  this 
report. 

As  a  bee  strikes  at  the  heart  of  a  flower  for 
its  sweetness,  so  a  child  should  be  taught  to 
extract  the  leading  thought  from  a  book,  by  a 
few  simple  questions  either  at  home,  at  school^ 
or  at  the  library,  which  will  lead  him  to  think 
and  speak  about  it  By  this  means,  we  may 
now  and  again  get  a  brief  sununary  of  the 
conclusions  drawn  from  a  book  that  would  do 
credit  to  an  older  head.  For  example,  on 
every  list  of  books  received,  I  find  "  Castle 
Blair  "  by  Flora  Shaw,  a  book  much  admired 
by  John  Ruskin.  This  book  is  a  special 
favorite  with  all  young  people.  One  of  the 
pupils  of  our  public  schools,  a  girl  of  eleven 
years,  on  being  asked  her  impression  of  the 
book,  gave  me  this  written  statement,  imaided, 
and  without  a  thought  tl^tt  other  eyes  would 
see  it. 

"The  story  of  *  Castle  Blair'  impresses 
upon  my  mind  the  importance  of  kind,  pa- 
tient, considerate,  firm,  unselfish,  noble  ac- 
tion, and  the  forming  of  a  character  com- 
manding confidence  and  respect." 

Those  of  us  who  have  read  the  book  will 
appreciate  this. 

Let  me  refer  to  one  case,  showing  the  help- 
ful influence  of  the  books  read  by  the  young. 

An  Italian  boy  of  thirteen  years,  who  at- 
tends school  but  twelve  weeks  in  the  year, 
and  is  employed  in  one  of  our  manufactories, 
has  read,  for  the  entertainment  of  his  mother 
and  invalid  sister  during  the  winter  and 
spring,  "Livingstone's  Travels  in  Africa," 
Lamb's  "Tales  from  Shakespere,"  and  the 
"  Life  of  Savonarola,"  from  "  The  Makers  of 
Florence;"  in  speaking  of  which,  his  dark 
eyes  light  up,  and  he  expresses  the  most  sin- 
cere gratitude  for  the  privilege  of  reading 
books  of  such  character. 

Doubtless  parallel  cases  can  be  supplied 
by  every  librarian.    It  was  my  hope  to  call 


out  some  of  them  when  I  asked  for  "  results 
and  items  of  interest." 

I  presume  that,  if  the  subject  were  care- 
fully investigated,  we  should  find  that  at  least 
50  per  cent  of  the  books  loaned  on  children's 
cards,  and  reported  as  children's  reading,  are 
read  at  home  by  the  adult  members  of  the 
family.  This  is  the  opinion  of  teachers 
whom  I  have  consulted,  and  who  give  me 
assurance  of  the  interest  with  which  the 
parents  both  read  and  listen.  Conversation 
with  both  parents  and  children  at  the  library 
confirms  this. 

Regarding  the  possibility  of  excessive  read- 
ing, the  fear  of  which  was  expressed  by  a 
librarian,  in  a  letter  received  some  months 
since,  I  would  say:  Except  in  a  few  cases 
we  do  not  find  excess  of  reading,  since  the 
novelty  of  a  free  use  of  a  card  is  past ;  nor 
do  I  think  that  we  need  fear  it.  While  the 
forcing  system  of  the  public  schools  exists, 
which  we  deplore,  and  the  interest  in  physi- 
cal culture,  both  in-doors  and  out,  increases, 
in  which  we  rejoice,  the  time  for  reading 
simply  for  recreation  is  too  limited  for  alarm. 
When  such  danger  presents  itself,  we  make 
a  limit  of  two  books  a  week. 

There  is  not  time  to  enlarge  upon  any  of 
these  points.  As  they  have  suggested  them- 
selves, they  have  been  noticed,  with  the  hope 
that  together  with  the  interesting  letters 
which  follow,  an  interchange  of  thought  and 
opinion  may  be  called  forth  that  will  prove  of 
mutual  help  in  this  growing  work  and  respon- 
sibility of  providing  good  reading  for  the 
young,  and  in  assisting  them  to  a  wise  and 
wholesome  use  of  it. 

Baltimorb,  Md.  Enoch  Pratt  Library.  Louis 
H.  Steiner,  Ubn, —  The  librarian  makes  personal 
appeals  to  the  clergy  and  parents,  and  addresses 
the  Association  of  Pablic  School  Teachers,  to 
secure  supervision  and  codperation  in  this  branch 
of  work. 

Personal  attention  is  given  to  the  young  people 
by  the  assistants  in  the  choice  of  books. 

Boston  Public  Library.  Mellen  Chamber- 
lain, Ubn,  About  a  year  ago  the  trustees  of  our 
library  opened  the  registradon  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  dty  of  Boston  above  the  age  of  twelve 
years. 
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The  children  have  eagerly  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity,  and  our  already  large  number  of 
juvenile  readers  has  been  greatly  .increased,  not 
only  by  those  seeking  books  for  home  reading, 
but  also  by  those  applpng  for  reading  matter  in 
our  halls  and  reading-room.  By  some  good  luck, 
the  opportunity  was  given  them  in  a  time  of 
need — the  season  of  the  yearly  school  examina- 
tions— and,  as  all  who  had  held  pupil-cards 
became  regular  card-holders,  and  their  numbers 
were  largely  increased  by  the  newly  registered,  all 
our  books  which  are  fitted  for  young  folks'  read- 
ing in  American  and  English  history,  our  books  of 
travel,  and  elementary  science  were  in  steady 
circulation  until  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

During  the  long  vacation,  of  course  the  greatest 
demand  has  been  for  stories ;  but,  as  for  years  we 
have  been  selecting  the  best  and  weeding  out  the 
unsatisfactory,  it  is  quite  safe  to  let  them  browse 
at  will. 

The  fairy  tale  is,  as  ever,  the  prime  favorite; 
books  of  action  and  adventure  suit  the  boys  and 
girls  alike,  and  there  is  a  strong  appreciation  of 
books  of  historical  fiction;  the  basis  of  central 
truth  answering  the  demand  for  reality,  or  real 
stories. 

When  vacation  was  over,  the  call  for  books  in 
connection  with  school  work  was  resumed,  and 
continued  until  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

Our  sets  of  books  for  supplementary  reading, 
fumbhed  by  the  generosity  of  the  former  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  our  libraries, 
have  been  in  steady  use ;  and  many  teachers  have, 
after  consultation  with  us,  advised  and  assisted 
their  pupils  m  their  selection  of  books. 

One  thing  a  little  out  of  the  usual  line  has  been 
the  introduction  of  a  set  of  young  girls  to  several 
of  Shakespeare's  plays.  We  were  puzzled  by  the 
persistency  with  which  these  girls  sought  for 
certain  numbers  in  the  alcoves  devoted  to  the 
drama,  and  found  upon  inquiry  that  they  liked  to 
read  plays  and  to  act  them,  as  they  called  it.  It 
happened  one  day  that  a  copy  of  the  *'  Tempest " 
was  given  to  one  of  these  girls ;  she  was  very  much 
fascinated  by  it,  and  told  the  other  girls  about  it ; 
they  all  wanted  the  same  story.  Copies  were 
furnished  them,  and  for  several  weeks  they  were 
quite  engrossed  with  that  play  —  reading  it,  acting 
parts,  and  enjoying  it. 

Next  they  took  *'  Midsummer  Night's  Dream," 
and  then  they  ambitiously  attacked  the  "Mer- 
chant of  Venice."  We  have  many  books 
relating  to  and  explaining  the  plays 'for  young 
readers,  which  have  been  shown  to  them  and  have 


been  read.  We  do  not  expect  to  make  Shakes- 
peare scholars  of  them,  but  to  elevate  their 
tastes  and  set  them  on  a  higher  plane.  The 
demand  made  upon  us  for  personal  assistance 
from  our  young  friends  is  greater  than  ever;  in 
spite  of  their  increased  liberty  of  choice,  their 
tastes  are  epicurean;  they  desire  the  best,  and 
i4>preciate  our  efforts  to  assist  them. 

So.  Boston.  Josephine  Bullard,  Lihn,  —  I 
devote  from  four  o'clock  to  six  to  the  young 
people,  recommending  and  selecting  books  for 
home  and  school  use ;  often  pointing  out  interest- 
ing portions,  and  asking  an  opinion  of  the  book 
on  its  return.    The  result  is  very  satisfactory. 

Brockton,  Mass.  Myra  F.  Southworth,  Lihn. 
—  I  recommend  books  and  authors,  and  make 
selections  for  the  young  people,  calling  attention 
to  works  where  interest  is  evinced  in  a  special  sub- 
ject In  that  way  some  of  my  boys  have  read 
nearly  everything  in  the  L.  on  birds,  insects, 
mechanics,  and  electricity.  New  books,  except 
fiction,  are  placed  uncovered  on  book  shelves 
accessible  to  the  public  I  encourage  the  children 
to  examine  and  make  selections  from  fhese,  and 
many  a  book  of  biography,  travel,  and  natural 
history  is  taken  in  preference  to  the  story  book 
which  they  would  otherwise  select. 

Detroit,  Mich.  Henry  M.  Utley,  Z**if.—  Our 
work  with  young  people  is  done  mainly  through 
the  public  schools.  It  is  found  to  be  a  good  idea  , 
to  have  a  considerable  number  of  the  pupils  of  a 
school  reading  the  same  book  at  once.  They  dis- 
cuss it  among  themselves ;  they  are  quizzed  upon 
it  by  their  teachers,  smd  sometimes  are  required  to 
write  essays  upon  it,  and  thus  their  interest  is 
awakened,  and  their  acquaintance  with  it  when 
finished  is  increased.  Outside  of  this  scheme, 
efforts  are  also  made  to  direct  the  young  to  good 
reading  by  the  publication  of  a  brief  finding  list, 
and  by  personal  advice. 

You  will  observe  that  ttfe  <'  Good  Books  "  which 
I  published  last  October  contains  no  fiction.  My 
purpose  was  to  turn  their  attention  away  from 
fiction ;  but  my  present  opinion  is  that  the  useful- 
ness of  the  list  would  have  been  increased  by  a 
judicious  selection  of  imaginative  literature. 

Dover,  N.  H.  C.  H.  Gariand,  Zf^.— I  b^n 
my  care  for  children's  reading  at  the  fountain 
head,  by  seeing  that  none  but  fairly  good  books 
go  into  the  library.    But  I  know  very  well  that 
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there  is  a  vast  difference  among  books,  none  of 
which  are  positively  bad.  Moreover,  I  don't  con- 
sider some  books  bad  that  other  librarians  do.  I 
put  Oliver  Optic  into  the  library  freely.  We  have 
some  of  Castlemon's  books,  and  I  have  fonnd 
these  will  attract  young  readers  when  better  books 
will  fail.  If  they  do  not  go  from  these  to  better 
reading,  they  have  at  least  not  been  harmed  by 
the  brief  time  spent  reading  these  little  tales ;  and, 
if  they  do  drop  them  for  better,  we  can  score  a 
point  gained. 

The  first  time  a  boy  asks  me  to  select  for  him, 
I  give  him,  not  what  I  think  would  be  good  for 
him,  but  what  I  think  he  would  like.  And  then 
he  asks  me  again,  and  I  do  that  same  thing,  until  I 
have  thoroughly  the  boy's  confidence  that  I  know 
what  sm  interesting  book  is.  Then  comes  better 
fiction,  talk  about  books,  a  little  travel,  and  then 
history  and  biography. 

Each  year  there  is  less  call  for  fiction,  and  our 
happiest  results  are  in  the  good,  clean  tastes  of 
our  young  men  and  women  readers. 

Kansas  City.  Carrie  W.  Whitney,  Ubn,-- 
I  take  entire  charge  of  the  reference  work,  and 
talk  with  the  children  individually.  While  I  be- 
lieve lists  of  books  to  be  of  some  value  to  students, 
I  think  a  better  plan  is  to  come  in  direct  contact 
with  each  pupil,  and  discover,  if  possible,  the  read- 
ing he  really  likes,  not  the  books  he  tkinks  he 
should  read. 

One  boy  of  twelve  may  read  a  book  with 
pleasure,  and  derive  great  benefit  from  it,  while 
the  same  book  might  give  to  another  boy  of 
similar  age  a  distaste  for  solid  reading  that  would 
take  years  to  overcome.  I  have  known  children 
to  waste  weeks  trying  to  read  "  Macaulay's  History 
of  England,"  simply  because  it  has  been  recom- 
mended in  some  "Best  One  Hundred  Books." 
Ten  minutes'  talk  would  have  shown  that  these 
diildren  were  not  prepared  to  read  Macaulay, 
and  a  preparatory  course  could  then  have  been 
recommended.  I  have  struggled  with  this  subject 
for  five  years,  and  these  are  my  conclusions. 

LowBLL  City  Library.  C.  Burbank,  Ubn, 
No  special  effort  is  made  to  circulate  books  among 
the  young  people,  except  in  allowing  teachers  to 
take  as  many  as  they  choose,  and  keep  them 
during  a  school  term.  A  teacher  reports  Miss 
Farmer's  ''Book  of  Queens,"  as  read  thirty-six 
times. 

MiDDLissx  Mechanics'  Assoc,  Lowell,  Mass. 
M,  £.  Sargent,  Lihn. —  The  young  people  very 


much  delight  in  the  alcove  and  table  set  apart  for 
their  use.  I  know  of  nothing  that  gives  such  sat- 
isfactory results  as  a  personal  though  unaggressive 
interest  in  each  young  person's  taste  and  needs. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Lihn, — 
A  special  effort  has  been  made  this  year  to  bring 
the  public  schools  and  library  into  close  relation 
ship. 

The  teachers  have  the  privilege  of  selecting  an 
average  of  45  books  each.  The  teacher  acts  as 
librarian  for  her  class,  keeping  the  books  under 
lock  and  key,  and  delivering  them  to  the  pupils 
once  in  two  weeks,  supplying  the  kind  of  literature 
best  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  pupU.  This  plan 
has  been  in  operation  14  months,  during  which 
time  6,000  books  have  been  sent  to  the  schools, 
which  have  been  issued  nearly  19,000  times. 

The  teachers  report  increased  interest  in  read- 
ing, language,  geography,  and  history.  The 
decrease  in  circulation  of  fiction  is  from  59  to  46 
per  cent. 

A  call  slip  with  the  titles  of  150  best  books  for 
the  young  is  placed  in  the  pocket  of  each  book,  a 
check  mark  being  placed  after  the  number  of  the 
books  desired. 

The  benefits  of  any  plan  of  teaching  our  young 
citizens  the  use  of  the  public  library  are  manifold. 

Aside  from  the  elevation  of  the  public  taste 
which  will  follow  careful  guidance  of  children  in 
the  selection  of  their  reading,  there  will  be  encour- 
aged in  the  community  a  feeling  of  interest  in  the 
public  library,  which  will  place  this  institution 
upon  such  a  basis  as  will  enable  it  to  flourish,  and 
continually  enlarge  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

Newark,  N.  J.  Frank  P.  Hill,  LUm,—  Our  rule 
says,  persons  over  fourteen  years  may  use  the 
library.  I  go  beyond  this,  and  extend  the  priv- 
ilege to  any  under  that  age  whom  I  think  will  be 
benefited,  provided  they  allow  me  to  guide  them 
in  their  reading. 

New  Orleans.  Howard  Memorial.  C.  A. 
Nelson,  Ubn, —  Among  the  gratifying  features  of 
the  use  of  the  library  is  the  increasing  use  of  en- 
cylopedias,  historical  works,  and  books  of  general 
literature  by  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  in 
connection  with  their  studies  and  literary  exer 
dses. 

Full  personal  assistance  is  rendered  in  all  in- 
vestigation when  required. 

A  pleasant  incident  occurred  the  other  day,  when 
three  "sweet  girl  graduates"  came  into  the  li- 
brary decorated  with  three  gold  medals. 
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They  were  unanimous  in  their  cordial  expression 
of  gratitude  to  the  librarian  and  assistants  for 
directing  them  to  the  books  they  had  used,  say- 
ing that  they  would  not  have  won  their 
medals  for  English  composition  but  for  the  li- 
brary, adding  that  the  only  other  gold  medal 
awarded  in  their  school  was  given  to  another  girl 
who  had  made  use  of  the  library ;  these  four  being 
the  only  girls  in  the  school  who  had  been  regular 
visitors  to  the  library. 

N.  Y.  Free  Circulating  Library.  Ellen  M. 
Coe,  Libn, —  One  plan  to  assist  children  to  good 
reading,  is  to  select  a  certain  number  of  the  names 
of  the  best  juvenile  books,  bulletin  them,  and  hang 
the  bulletin  on  the  wall  with  a  heading  such  as 
"  Best  books  for  boys,*'  or  girls,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Or,  place  several  books  in  such  a  position  that 
the  titles  may  be  read  by  the  young,  standing  on 
the  other  side  of  the  desk,  without  trouble.  This 
latter  has  been  found  to  be  successful  in  our 
libraries. 

A  book  like  "Boys'  and  Girls'  Plutarch,"  which 
had  n't  been  circulated  for  over  a  year,  went  out  by 
this  method  three  times  in  as  many  weeks. 

Norman  Williams  Pub.  Library,  Wood- 
stock, Vt.  Mrs.  O.  B.  Jaquith,  Libn,—l  try  to 
interest  the  young  readers  in  such  travels,  biog- 
raphies, and  histories  as  we  have,  rather  than  to 
read  all  stories ;  but  when  so  many  grown  people 
prefer  stories,  what  can  you  expect  of  the  younger 
ones? 

Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Supt.  of  Public  Schools, 
H.  M.  Maxson. —  I  am  well  pleased  at  the  cordial 
and  .intimate  relations  between  the  schools  and 
the  library.  I  find  the  teachers  a  unit  as  to  the 
value  and  usefulness  of  school  cards.  About  one 
half' of  the  pupils  of  the  four  higher  grades  have 
cards,  one  school  showing  as  high  as  97  per  cent 
who  have  them ;  still  more  are  in  use  in  the  lower 
grades.  About  50  per  cent  of  the  reading  is  re- 
ported fiction ;  but  I  think  most  of  it  is  such  fic- 
tion as  **  Boy  travelers  "  and  **  Zigzag  journeys." 

I  give  a  few  of  the  benefits  and  results  of  the 
use  of  the  cards  as  reported  by  the  teachers. 

•*  Enlarging  the  pupils'  fund  of  information." 

"An  increasing  tendency  to  look  up  details, 
thus  acquiring  accuracy  of  description." 

"Forming  a  habit  of  comparing  authorities, 
enabling  them  to  form  correct  judgments." 

"The  sentiment  of  the  school  is  much  higher 
and  nobler  than  it  was  a  year  ago." 


"The  increasing  interest  of  the  parents  in  the 
books  that  the  children  read  and  the  elevating 
influence  in  the  homes." 

Providence,  R.  I.  W.  E.  Foster,  Libn,--  Un- 
der the  new  registration,  750  of  the  school  teachers' 
card  are  in  use. 

During  the  past  year  $200  has  been  set  apart 
for  duplicating  books  for  school  work.  In  some 
cases  15  copies  have  been  supplied. 

Among  the  books  most  profitably  read  are: 
John  Fiske's  "War  of  Independence;"  "Wash- 
ington and  his  country,"  E..E.  Hale;  "Life  of 
George  Washington  studied  anew ;  "  "  Franklin's 
autobiography;"  Drake's  "The  making  of  New 
England,"  and  "  The  making  of  the  great  West ; " 
Brooks' "  Abraham  Lincoln." 

A  course  of"  Old  South  "  lectures  in  Providence 
on  American  history,  by  E.  E.  Hale,  Mr.  Meade, 
and  other  masters  of  th^  subject,  has  been  of 
great  value.  Printed  sheets  of  references  with 
the  book  numbers  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
each  pupil  as  he  entered  the  hall ;  these  lists  were 
also  posted  at  the  library.  This  course  of  lectures 
was  of  great  value  in  stimulating  interest  in 
American  history,  and  especially  so  in  the  direct 
impulse  supplied  by  the  references. 

The  marked  effect  of  intelligent  training  in  the 
use  of  books  was  shown  at  the  graduating  exer- 
cises of  one  of  the  schools,  which  consisted  of 
studies  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  town  of 
Providence  —  its  geography,  settlers,  government, 
social  life,  etc  "Some  of  these  sketches  em- 
bodied gleanings  made  by  the  pupils  in  the  com- 
parison of  30  or  40  different  volumes,  mostly  at 
the  Public  Library, —  some  of  them  by  no  means 
well-known  works." 

Two  books  recently  published,  Miss  Burt's  "  Lit- 
erary landmarks  "  and  Charles  F.  King's  "  Meth- 
ods and  aids  in  geography,"  were  so  exceptionally 
made  up  of  citations  of  the  titles  of  books  suited 
for  the  reading  of  school  children,  that  he  has 
caused  the  book  numbers  of  the  works  to  be  en- 
tered in  ink  on  the  margin,  thus  making  them  in 
effect  catalogues  of  what  the  library  contains  in 
the  line  of  school  children's  reading. 

The  Librarian  refers  to  the  close  relation  of  the 
library  and  public  school,  as  shown  by  a  large  and 
intelligent  class  of  adult  readers  who  had  their 
reading  habits  formed  when  school  children. 

Of  equal  significance  is  a  statement  made  by  a 
grammar  school  principal  during  the  past  year. 
Speaking  of  the  effect  of  good  reading  in  crowd- 
ing, out  the  desire  for  worthless  reading,  he  re 
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marked,  that  "now  a  boy  who  brings  nickel  stories 
to  school,  is  unpopular  with  his  classmates." 

QuiNCY,  III.  Arthur  W.  Tyler,  Uht, — All  books 
suitable  for  the  young  are  grouped  in  one  depart- 
ment. In  my  opinion,  the  young  people  can  be 
induced  to  read  books  in  this  way  that  they  would 
never  select  if  scattered  through  the  library. 

We  make  written  lists  of  additions  by  both 
author  and  title.  I  am  gratified  to  find  that  our 
clientele  is  rapidly  discarding  titles  and  preferring 
authors. 

Those  in  charge  aid  the  children  in  finding  good 
books;  when  they  get  on  long  skirts  (and  some- 
times before)  and  get  to  asking  for  "  fiction,**  we 
are  helpless. 

St.  Louis,  Fred.  M.  Crunden,  Libn.^  Year  by 
year  I  see  more  and  more  clearly  that  all  hope  of 
social  reform  and  advancement  must  lie  in  the 
education  of  the  young. 

I  go  to  the  public  schools  and  talk  to  the  chil- 
dren about  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  good  read- 
ing ;  tell  them  a  story,  or  read  extracts  from  some 
interesting  book;  and  urge  them  to  save  their 
nickels — there  is  the  rub — and  get  a  library  card. 

This  personal  canvass  is  the  most  effectual  of 
all  methods,  but  it  takes  time. 

We  limit  the  supply  of  inferior  books,  and  sup- 
ply numerous  copies  of  the  best. 

We  have  a  large  supply  of  Miss  Hewins'  '*  Books 
for  the  young,'*  and  also  of  Miss  Burt's  *'  Literary 
landmarks,"  which  gives  not  only  information,  but 
inspiration. 

We  procured  last  year  fifty  copies  each 
of  "Franklin's  Autobiography,"  "Evangeline," 
"Stories  of  the  Old  World,"  "Grandfather's 
Chair,"  and  loaned  them  to  four  grammar 
schools. 

The  experiment  proved  a  success,  and  this  year 
we  have  added  Scudder's  "Folk  lore,"  Scudder's 
"Tales,"  Lamb's  "Tales  from  Shakespeare,"  and 
have  included  three  more  schools. 

ToPiKA,  Kan.  Olin  S.  Davis,  Libn.^l  had 
little  to  do  with  at  Topeka,  either  of  time  or 
money.  It  is  the  line  in  which  I  am  personally 
deeply  interested.  At  Topeka  I  tried  to  get  the 
teadiers  to  cooperate  with  me  by  recommending 
certain  books  and  authors  to  their  schools,  and  by 
bringing  their  school  as  a  whole  to  the  library. 
When  this  was  done,  I  selected  a  truck-load  of 
books  and  ran  it  into  a  reference  room  that  I 
devoted  for  a  time  to  the  visiting  schooL    The 


room  would  hold  fifty  readily.  When  they  came, 
I  talked  to  them  according  to  the  grade  of  the 
school,  about  how  to  get  the  most  help  and  enter- 
tainment from  the  library,  and  explained  in  a 
general  way  the  requirements  and  methods  of 
procedure.  I  then  selected  books  from  the  truck 
and  told  them  about  them.  I  encouraged  them  to 
ask  questions,  and  some  did  so  freely.  I  then 
handed  books  around  till  each  was  supplied,  and 
also  provided  them  with  book-lists  to  be  filled  out. 
When  they  had  examined  a  book,  if  they  did  not 
like  it,  they  passed  it  on  to  their  neighbor  and 
tried  another.  When  a  book  took  their  fancy,  it 
was  put  down  on  their  list.  They  thus  obtained  a 
list  of  good  books  which  they  thought  they  would 
like  to  read.  Many  became  interested  in  this  way 
in  the  library.  At  such  times  I  urged  them  to 
come  to  me  freely  in  my  office  for  help  in  selecting 
books  and  in  writing  essays,  or  preparing  debates, 
or  selecting  a  piece  to  speak  or  a  subject  to  write 
upon.  When  the  classes  from  the  High  School 
came,  I  explained  to  them  the  reference  resources 
of  the  library,  how  to  use  the  catalogue,  where  to 
look  for  information,  the  reliability  of  various 
authorities,  and  their  special  scope.  When  I  went 
there  I  found  that  no  one  thought  of  getting  any 
help  from  the  library.  If  they  knew  of  a  book 
they  wanted,  or  a  friend  recommended  one,  they 
put  it  on  their  list,  aud  then  any  other  books  with 
interesting  titles.  Before  I  came  away,  probably 
a  full  hour  a  day,  perhaps  two,  on  the  average, 
was  spent  with  scholars  who  seemed  to  come  as 
freely  as  they  would  go  to  their  teachers  for  help. 
I  sent  many  a  boy  away  with  points  for  his  debate, 
to  have  him  come  to  me  afterward  and  tell  me 
that  their  side  won,  until  both  sides  came  to  me 
frequently.  There  were  few  debates  at  the  High 
School  the  last  year  that  I  was  there  that  I  did  not 
have  a  hand  in  arranging  or  suggesting  arguments. 
We  did  not  have  books  enough  to  use  teachers' 
cards,  or  to  send  small  lots  of  books  directly  to 
the  schools,  as  I  hope  to  do  here  in  a  few  years. 
We  had  no  special  list,  as  I  had  no  time  to  pre- 
pare one,  except  that  we  purchased  the  books  that 
we  did  not  already  have  in  Mr.  Sawin's  list  for 
1888,  and  then  obtained  2,000  copies  with  covers 
and  our  own  title-page  and  preface. 

Worcester  Public  Library.  Samuel  Swett 
Green,  Libn. —  The  only  new  feature  of  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  young  is  giving  cards  to  per- 
sons under  fifteen  years  of  age. 

The  children  are  making  a  considerable  and 
growing  use  of  these  cards.     All  the  officers  of 
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the  library  are  instructed,  in  dealing  with  young 
persons  as  well  as  older  ones,  to  consider  it  a 
fundamental  prindple  in  library  work  to  interest 
themselves  in  the  wbhes  of  users  of  the  library, 
and  take  considerable  time,  if  necessary,  in  attend- 
ing intelligently  to  the  suppljring  of  the  wants,  and 
in  affording  aid  in  making  investigations. 

We  prefer  to  have  the  whole  force  of  the 
officers  come  in  contact  with  seekers  after  books 
rather  than  to  delegate  it  to  a  single  person. 

The  summing  up  of  the  whole  matter  seems 
to  be  briefly  this :  — 

I.  That  a  generous  supply  of  reading 
matter  should  be  provided  for  the  young  of  an 
interesting  and  elevating  character;  that  fic- 
tion of  pure  tone  and  pure  English  —  the  latter 
cannot  be  emphasized  too  strongly  —  should 


form  a  fair  proportion  of  the  reading  thus 
supplied. 

2.  That  in  the  free  use  of  cards,  irrespect- 
ive of  age,  books  are  introduced  into  the  fam- 
ily, which,  being  read  by  its  adult  members, 
tend  to  raise  the  mental  and  moral  standard 
of  the  home. 

3.  That  the  librarians  and  the  public 
school  teachers  should  recognize  the  great 
need  of  harmonious  systematic  action  in  lead- 
ing the  young  people,  step  by  step,  to  higher 
things ;  that,  while  book  lists  are  of  great  value 
in  directing  their  attention  to  good  reading,  it 
is  only  by  the  persistent,  enthusiastic  per- 
sonal interest  and  attention  to  the  individual 
needs  that  the  best  results  can  be  obtained. 


LIBRARIES    AND    THE    FEDERAL    GOVERNMENT. 


REPORT  ON  THE  LIBRARY  WORK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BUREAU   OF   EDUCATION, 
BY  WESTON   FLINT,   STATISTICIAN. 


'T^HE  work  of  the  Bureau  in  reference  to 
public  libraries  began  in  1870,  the  year  in 
which  the  first  annual  report  was  issued.  It 
was  in  this  year  that  the  collection  of  statis- 
tics of  libraries  was  commenced  and  the  prep- 
aration of  the  material  for  the  special  report, 
issued  by  the  Bureau  in  1876.  The  work  of 
the  Bureau  antedates  the  foundation  of  the 
Library  Journal  J  and  the  librarian  who  looks 
back  the  past  twenty  years,  and  compares 
that  day  with  the  present,  will  be  forced  to 
admit  that  what  has  been  done  since  that  very 
recent  period,  is  no  small  portion  of  the  his- 
tory of  library  progress  in  this  country.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  this  special  report, 
after  giving  a  history  of  the  first  convention 
of  librarians  in  1853,  called  by  Prof.  Jewett, 
notices  the  call  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
American  Library  Association  to  be  held  in 
Philadelphia  in  October  in  1876,  and  then 
goes  on  to  give  entire  the  prospectus  of  the 
American  Library  Journal^  with  its  list  of 
editors,  all  familiar  names,  among  them  that 
of  Dr.  Harris,  the  present  Commissioner  of 
Education,  whose  interest  in  this  part  of  edu- 
cation has  not  one  whit  abated  in  these  six- 


teen years,  and  whose  work  in  classification 
for  the  St  Louis  Public  Library  was  one  of 
the  earliest  in  the  work,  so  much  needed  in 
library  administration.  Thus  at  the  very  be- 
ginning, this  new  factor  in  the  administration 
of  the  educational  afiFairs  of  the  government, 
library  interests  were  very  prominent,  perhaps 
more  so  than  any  other  one  thing,  and  with 
good  reason. 

The  Bureau  of  Education,  considering  the 
library  as  a  most  influential  educator,  and 
the  founding  and  management  of  libraries  an 
important  element  in  the  educational  work  of 
this  country,  at  that  early  date  undertook  to 
give  four  distinct  things : — 

1.  The  history  of  public  libraries  in  the 
United  States. 

2.  To  show  their  present  condition  and  ex- 
tent 

3.  To  discuss  the  various  questions  of 
library  economy  and  management ;  and 

4.  To  present  as  complete  statistical  infor- 
mation of  all  classes  of  public  libraries  as 
possible. 

At  that  time  these  four  points  seemed  to 
cover  a  great  deal  of  ground,  and  they  did. 
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Prof.  Jewett,  in  his  "Notices  of  Public  Li- 
braries, "  j)ublished  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution in  1850,  gave  a  summary  of  public 
libraries,  amounting  to  only  694,  and  contain- 
ing 2,201,632  volumes.  The  census  of  1850 
seems  to  give  the  number  of  libraries  (exclud- 
ing school  and  Sunday-school  libraries)  at 
1,560,  and  the  number  of  volumes  2,447,086. 
Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  summary  in  1856,  made 
a  much  smaller  number  of  libraries — only  341 
—  but  the  number  of  volumes  was  nearly  the 
same,  2,371,887,  and  was  based  on  the'  census 
of  1850. 

Mr.  Rhees,  in  his  "  Manual  of  Public  Li- 
braries,"  printed  in  1859,  g^^^  ^  ^^^t  of  2,902 
libraries,  and  of  this  number  only  1,312  had 
any  report  of  the  number  of  volumes  they 
contained.  Thus  we  find  that  all  these  re- 
ports vary  but  little  in  reality,  giving  about  the 
same  number  of  libraries  and  number  of  vol- 
umes contained,  taking  account  of  the  changes 
in  what  was  accepted  or  omitted  as  a  library. 

The  Reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Education 
from  1870  to  1874  furnished  meager  statistics 
of  a  few  hundred  libraries ;  but  little  was 
known,  more  than  the  fact  that  there  were 
some  2,000  public  libraries  in  the  United 
States.  After  five  years'  labor  in  collecting 
material,  the  special  report  of  the  Bureau 
upon  Public  Libraries  was  printed  in  1876, 
and  gave  lists  of  3,469  libraries  containing 
over  300  volumes,  the  total  number  of  volumes 
being  12,276,964. 

The  present  number  of  libraries,  as  given 
in  our  report  for  1884-85,  is  5,338,  an  increase 
in  ten  years  of  1,869,  ^^  almost  54  per  cent. 
The  volumes  contained  in  these  libraries  was 
20,622,076,  an  increase  of  almost  66  per  cent 
in  the  same  time.  Upon  a  suggestion  of  the 
Secretary  the  other  day,  that  many  libra- 
ries on  this  list  were  small,  I  took  the  pains 
to  see  what  proportion  were  under  500  vol- 
umes, and  found  only  1,042  of  the  number,  or 
not  quite  20  per  cent ;  so  that  the  list  is  fairly 
representative  as  to  the  extent  of  the  libra- 
ries, and  far  better  than  had  been  supposed. 

Part  IL  of  the  Special  Report  of  1876 
was  Mr.  Cutter's  Rules  for  a  Dictionary  Cata- 
logue, of  which  a  very  large  number  were  dis- 
tributed in  this  country  and  abroad,  and  may 
be  said  to  have  popularized  the  system  of 


cataloguing  in  this  country.  The  importance 
of  this  part  of  library  work  has  seemed  suffi- 
cient to  call  for  a  new  revised  edition  with  cor- 
rections and  additionsjwhich  Mr.  Cutter  kindly 
prepared ;  and  late  last  year  it  was  printed 
by  the  Bureau,  and  there  is  an  increasing  de- 
mand for  this,'  especially  from  the  smaller 
libraries,  where  such  a  work  is  needed.  To 
make  this  great  help  still  more  practical  and 
useful,  Mr.  Cutler  suggested  the  need  of  an 
index  to  the  Revised  Rules,  and  this  is 
already  in  preparation,  and  will  be  printed  as 
soon  as  ready.  The  plan  for  this  index  is  to 
have  it  very  full  and  complete,  with  the  rules 
so  explained  by  examples  and  references,  that 
it  will  aid  the  librarian  practically  in  his  work. 
It  is  proposed  to  have  this  index  much  larger 
than  the  Rules  themselves,  and  so  arranged 
than  it  can  even  be  used  by  itself  without  the 
Rules.  When  this  work  is  completed,  it  will  be 
a  step  far  in  advance,  in  practical  cataloguing. 

The  dominant  idea  in  Washington  is  to 
have  great  special  libraries,  different  from 
those  in  any  other  city ;  and  we  have  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  the  Surgeon  General's,  the 
Patent  Office,  and  other  special  libraries,  and 
in  this  same  line  there  is  now  in  the  Bureau 
of  Education  quite  a  fair  pedagogical  library ; 
and  under  the  present  administration  of  the 
office  it  is  intended  to  make  it,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, entirely  special,  and  to  have  it  the  most 
complete  one  in  the  whole  country,  as  it  ought 
to  be  —  a  great  reference  library  —  and  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  aid  all  investigators  at  home,  as 
well  as  at  the  capital,  by  a  plan  of  loaning  books 
to  special  students ;  a  plan  which  has  already 
been  put  into  operation  in  a  limited  way. 

There  is  another  question  in  regard  to  these 
reports  upon  libraries  that  I  might  mention. 
It  is  more  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  out 
this  suggestion  than  anything  else  that  in- 
duced me  to  attend  this  meeting. 

Part  I.  of  the  Special  Report  upon  the 
Libraries  of  the  United  States,  being  the  his- 
torical part,  was  exhausted  long  ago,  there 
being  not  more  than  a  dozen  copies  left ;  and 
we  lend  one  of  them  occasionally  to  some 
antediluvian  librarian  who  wants  to  look  over 
matters  of  twenty  years  ago  and  see  what 
was,  or  was  not,  done  then.  It  seemed  to  me 
about  time  that  another  report   should    be 
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issued  by  the  Bureau,  similar  in  character  to 
the  former  volume ;  and  with  this  idea  strongly 
upon  my  mind,  I  wrote  this  summer  to  some 
of  the  members  of  this  Association  for  their 
views,  and  nearly  all  were  in  favor  of  such  an 
undertaking. 

The  only  question  of  doubt  seemed  to  be 
in  regard  to  the  great  labor  and  expense  of 
doing  the  work.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the 
librarians  here  are  sufficiently  interested,  and 
will  co6perate  as  they  generally  did  in  prepar- 
ing the  former  work,  we  can  easily  issue 
another  volume  much  more  complete  than  the 
first.  My  idea  is  that  perhaps  we  ought  not 
to  make  it  as  large  as  that  of  1876,  but  to 
make  it  more  complete,  get  more  statistical 
and  other  matter  in  smaller  space ;  to  make  it 
a  compilation  of  the  history  and  statistics  of 
the  libraries  of  this  country ;  in  fact,  a  hand- 
book of  American  libraries.  I  am  not  certain 
that  this  is  a  practical  thing,  but  I  believe  it 
can  and  will  be  done  at  an  early  day. 

There  is  another  important  question  —  the 
administration  of  libraries  in  connection  with 
the  public  schools  in  this  country, — ^but  of  this 
matter  you  will  hear  from  the  commissioner 
himself  to-night.  A  few  other  things  I  can 
only  suggest.  One  is  that  the  Bureau  has 
done  something.  It  was  the  pioneer  worker 
in  these  library  schemes  you  have  planned.  It 
took  them  up  as  readily  as  possible,  and  it  is 
just  as  willing  to  work  now.  And  I  think,  in 
regard  to  the  distribution  and  publication  of  a 
great  many  of  these  plans  and  work  that  you 
are  doing,  we  can  do  considerable  during  the 
next  few  years,  and  that  the  library  interests 
of  America  will  not  fall  short  of  receiving  the 
proportion  due  to  them  from  the  present  man- 
agement of  the  Bureau  of  Education. 

Now  there  is  no  other  point  that  I  might 
speak  of.  It  was  suggested  the  other  night 
by  the  Secretary  in  his  report,  that  it  is  possi- 
ble that  the  Bureau  might  in  some  way  publish 
quite  a  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
vention. That  has  not  been  discussed  by  the 
Bureau  at  all,  but  it  is  a  matter  to  me  quite 
suggestive.  I  think  certain  papers  read  here, 
and  which  have  been  discussed,  are  as  impor- 
tant as  many  matters  we  publish  and  give  to 
the  country.  The  idea  was  that,  instead  of 
sending  out  a  few  hundred  copies,  as  you  do 


now,  to  the  members  and  through  the  Library 
journal^  we  should  insert  them  in  our  report 
or  our  circulars  of  information,  or  both,  and 
put  them  out  by  tens  of  thousands.  It  might 
be  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  if  our 
5,000  public  libraries  were  all  members  of 
this  Association,and  all  these  librarians  — more 
than  5,000  of  them  —  had  an  active  interest  in 
the  work  ;  we  should  then  have  a  vastly  more 
important  work  than  we  now  have  to  do.  And 
that  is  one  of  the  things  I  think  we  are  try- 
ing to  carry  out  in  meeting  together  as  we  do 
annually.  And  this  is  what  the  Bureau  of 
Education  will  try  to  help  you  to  do.  I  am 
not  certain  whether  all  this  can  be  done.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  something  of  that  kind 
can  be  accomplished,  and  we  may  be  able  to 
assist  this  Association,  and  you  may  greatly 
aid  us  in  the  education  of  the  people  of  this 
country  into  a  more  hearty  co6peration  with 
those  engaged  in  library  work. 

As  you  all  know,  Washington  is  not  only 
the  political  centre  of  the  country,  but  is  fast 
becoming  also  the  educational,  scientific,  and 
literary  centre,  and  it  may  be  easily  claimed 
that  it  is  soon  to  be  the  library  centre  as  well, 
as  statistics  will  show.  The  number  of  books 
in  the  public  libraries  of  the  whole  countr} , 
according  to  our  last  report  in '  1884-85,  was  a 
little  over  20,000,000  volumes,  and  of  this 
large  number  Washington  had  1,203,156,  or 
about  one  twentieth  of  the  whole  of  the  library 
treasures  of  the  United  States.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  capital  at  that  time  was  198,000 ; 
and,  according  to  its  proportion  of  population, 
its  libraries  should  have  contained  67,000 
volumes  instead  of  over  1,000,000;  that  is, 
Washington,  with  only  36-10,000  part  of  the 
population  of  the  country,  has,  in  fact,  over 
5-100  part  of  its  books  in  public  libraries,  or 
fourteen  times  its  proportion ;  and  the  above 
figures  do  not  take  at  all  into  account  the  great 
increase  in  our  libraries  for  the  past  six  years, 
which  would  probably  show  the  proportion 
still  greater  than  what  is  given. 

From  all  these  facts  as  to  what  has  been 
done,  and  what  the  possibilities  are,  I  think  it 
may  be  taken  for  granted  that  there  has 
already  been,  is  now,  and  ever  will  be,  a  very 
close  relationship  between  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation and  the  American  Library  As&ociatijon^ 


'  For  the  discussion  on  this  paper,  see  Pb^oc^kpings  (Fifth  session)^ 
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/^  F  the  two  subjects  that  hav  been  assigned 
^^^  to  me  for  report  at  this  meeting,  the 
cataloging  part  was  treated  fully  by  Mr.  Lane 
in  an  excelent  report  to  the  conference  at  the 
Thousand  Islands  in  1887,  and  that  of  clas- 
sification by  Mr.  Bliss  at  the  St.  Louis  confer- 
ence in  1889.  The  latter  report  gave  a  crit- 
ical review  of  the  last  schemes  of  classification 
that  hav  come  before  us  in  publish t  form, 
and,  during  the  period  embraced  in  the 
present  report,  the  inventivness  of  librarians 
in  this  particular  field  has  furnisht  no  new 
complete  classification,  to  giv  your  reporter  an 
opportunity  for  airing  his  own  opinions  on  this 
vext  subject.  The  only  publications  of  this 
nature,  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  ar  the 
Classification  of  Sion  College  library  of  Lon- 
don, the  Classification  scheme  of  Minneapolis 
Public  library^  which  is  almost  entirely  that 
of  Mr.  Edmands,  H.  Steinach's  article  on 
Cataloging  technical  libraries  in  the  6th  vol- 
ume of  the  Centralblatt  fUr  Bibliothekswesen^ 
and  the  Arrangement  of  titles  under  countries 
with  full  scheme  for  the  United  States^  pub- 
lisht  in  Cornell  University  bulletin,  I  am 
told,  however,  that  Mr.  Cutter  has  begun  the 
printing  of  his  elaborate  system  of  classifica- 
tion, so  fully  and  favorably  reviewd  by  Mr. 
Bliss  in  his  report. 

Intimatly  connected  with  classification  is 
the  subject  of  notation,  and  I  regret  to  say 
that  no  one,  so  far,  has  presented  or  devised 
a  system  of  shelf  marks  that  is  simple,  clear, 
and  tractable,  and  I  greatly  fear  that  no  one 
who  is  rash  enough  to  attemt  a  new  classifi- 
cation (and  that  seems  to  be  the  ultimat  des- 
tiny of  every  ambitious  librarian)  wil  ever 
succeed  in  solving  this  difficult  problem,  until 
your  secretary  and  reporter  hav  finisht  their 
revision  of  both  the  English  alfabet  and  the 
Arabic  numerals. 

In  markt  contrast  with  the  lull  in  new  clas- 
sifications is  the  activity  shown,  during  the 
period  coverd  by  this  report,  in  efforts  to 


reduce  the  work  of  the  cataloger  to  a  system 
of  order  and  uniformity.  Facile  princeps  in 
this  work  is  unquestionably  the  second  edi- 
tion of  Cutter's  Rules  for  a  dictionary  cata- 
logue^ publisht  by  the  National  Bureau  of 
Education,  which  has  been  thoroly  revised 
and  greatly  enlarged,  until  it  is  impossible  to 
see  what  could  be  added  to  it,  in  order  to 
make  it  more  complete  or  more  helpful  to  our 
craft.  Tho  following  the  former  edition  in  all 
essential  particulars,  the  author  has  made  a 
few  changes,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  your 
reporter,  are  changes  for  the  better.  We  hav 
too  long  been  accustomd  to  follow  a  series  of 
rules,  apparently  adopted  for  the  express  pur- 
pos  of  showing  the  erudition  of  the  cataloger, 
or  els  so  arranged  as  to  sacrifice  the  conven- 
ience of  the  users  of  our  catalogs  to  the 
Moloch  of  grim  consistency.  When  therfor 
Mr.  Cutter,  in  his  second  edition,  breaks  away 
from  the  leading  strings  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum, and  boldly  announces  that  authors  known 
by  invented,  titular,  or  original  names  should 
be  enterd  under  their  pseudonyms,  their  titles, 
or  their  maiden  names,  to  the  exclusion  of 
their  real  names,  it  must  be  haild  as  a  long 
step  in  the  right  direction.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  my  own  constant  sens  of 
astonishment  at  the  unanimity  of  opinion  ex- 
isting between  Mr.  Cutter  and  myself  on  this 
subject,  as  shown  by  the  singular  fact,  that  in 
preparing  the  English  adaptation  of  Dziatzko's 
Card  catalog  rules,  now  in  press,  every  change 
of  importance  made  in  the  second  edition  by 
Mr.  Cutter,  which  falls  within  the  limit  of  this 
work,  was  made  and  decided  on  simultaneously 
by  us  both,  without  previous  consultation  or 
collusion.  This  would  seem  to  show,  either 
that  the  innovations  ar  founded  on  common 
sens,  or  els  that  they  ar,  as  the  term  goes, 
"in  the  air",  and  in  either  case  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  practical  cataloger  to  follow  the  evident 
tendency  of  the  times. 
The  value  of  this  second  edition  has  been 
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greatly  enhanced  by  the  addition  of  a  supple- 
ment, containing  reprints  of  the  rules  of  the 
L.  A.  U.  K.  and  of  the  Bodleian  library,  the 
report  of  the  transliteration  committee  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  the  paper  of  Mr.  Edmands  on  alfa- 
beting,  etc.  The  list  of  works  most  useful  to 
the  cataloger,  however,  remains  substantially 
the  same  as  in  the  old  edition,  and  has  not 
been  subjected  to  the  same  thoro  revision  as 
the  rest  of  the  treatis.  Fortunately,  this 
omission  has  been,  partly  at  least,  supplied  by 
the  excelent  account  of  the  general  biografical 
and  other  works  of  all  countries,  containing 
personalia,  which  Mr.  C.  H.  Hull  first  publisht 
in  vol.  14  of  the  Library  journal^  and  has 
since  reprinted  in  separat  form  under  the 
title  of  Helps  for  Cataloguers  in  finding 
full  names.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr. 
Hull  wil  undertake  to  collect  additions  and 
suggestions  for  making  this  list  practically 
complete  and  publish  it  again  in  an  im- 
proved edition  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
workers. 

Mr.  Dewey's  Rules  for  author  and  classed 
catalogs  as  used  in  Columbia  College  library 
is  a  condensed  statement  of  principles,  with  a 
series  of  illustrative  sample  cards,  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  all  cata- 
logers  as  a  practical  object  lesson.  The  rules 
themselvs  ar  in  the  main  those  of  the  A.  L. 
A.,  with  very  few  changes,  but  occasional  ex- 
pansion of  details. 

In  England,  H.  B.  Wheatley  has  publisht, 
in  the  dainty  form  of  the  collection  known  as 
the  "Booklover's  library",  his  How  to  cata- 
logue a  library.  The  author  is  to  be  congrat- 
ulated on  having  presented  this  usually  dry 
subject  in  a  very  readable  and  entertaining 
form.  Tho  it  is  doutful  if  some  of  his  con- 
clusions would  find  favor  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  his  appreciativ  account  of  the  labors 
of  Sir  A.  Panizzi  and  of  the  formulation  of  the 
famous  91  rules  of  the  British  Museum,  as 
wel  as  his  discussions  of  mooted  points,  de- 
serv  to  be  carefully  studied  even  by  non-pro- 
fessional readers.  It  is  a  little  remarkable, 
however,  that  with  all  the  author's  familiarity 
with  the  labors  of  his  predecessors  in  the 
same  field,  he  does  not  once  mention  the  cata- 
loging rules  of  Dziatzko,  of  which  it  would 


seem  that  no  writer  on  this  subject  can  wel 
afford  to  be  ignorant. 

Les  catalogues  de  bU>lioth}ques  publiques  by 
F.  Nizet  of  the  Royal  library  at  Brussels 
treats  of  the  comparativ  advantages  of  alfa- 
betic  and  systematic  catalogs,  to  the  disparage- 
ment of  both,  and  recommends  the  "  catalogue 
id^logique  ",  in  which  books  ar  enterd  under 
their  most  obvious  subject,  without  attemting 
a  very  close  classification.  It  has  appeard  in 
a  third,  improved  edition.  The  French  min- 
ister of  instruction  has  issued  rules  for  the 
uniform  cataloging  of  incunabula  in  the  public 
libraries  of  France,  following  the  method 
adopted  in  the  Biblioth^que  nationale,  and  this 
subject  has  also  been  treated  in  a  couple  of 
German  publications. 

But  in  no  country  has  the  modern  library 
spirit  made  so  much  progress  in  late  years,  as 
evidenced  by  the  careful  and  intelligent  con- 
sideration of  cataloging  methods,  as  in  Italy. 
Stimulated  by  the  wise  policy  of  the  Italian 
government  of  fostering  library  science  and 
awakening  renewd  interest  in  the  magnificent 
collections  of  books  and  manuscripts  in  that 
country,  almost  all  treatises  on  this  subject, 
new  and  old,  hav  been  translated  into  the 
Italian  language.  To  the  translation  of  Cut- 
ter's and  Petzholdt's  works,  which  belong  to  a 
period  antedating  my  report,  hav  now  been 
added  Dziatzko's  by  Angelo  Hruschi,  and 
Jewett's  by  Guido  Biagi.  Of  original  works 
ther  ar  Fumagalli's  Cataloghi  di  biblioteche^ 
ably  reviewd  by  Kephart  in  the  Library  jour- 
nal 12:547,  and  Padiglione's  Norme pratiche 
Por  la  formazione  dei  cataloghi^  both  of  them 
works  of  considerable  merit,  and  showing  an 
unmistakable  tendency  toward  adopting  prac- 
tices closely  following  those  in  favor  among 
the  bibliografers  and  librarians  of  our  own 
country. 

The  records  of  pseudonymous  and  anony- 
mous publications  hav  receivd  several  notable 
additions,  first  among  which  in  importance  to 
ourselvs  must  be  counted  a  second  series  of 
Cushing's  Initials  and  pseudonyms^  and  the 
same  author's  Anonyms,  In  the  three  vol- 
umes by  Mr.  Gushing,  thus  together  forming 
a  connected  whole,  this  branch  of  American 
literature  has  for  the  first  time  receivd  ade- 
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quat  treatment,  and  it  is  a  source  of  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  that  the 
encouragement,  without  which  the  Anonyms 
would  never  hav  appeard,  was  accorded  him 
by  American  librarians. 

Of  Halkett  and  Laing*s  Dictionary  of  the 
anonymous  and  pseudonymous  literature  of 
Great  Britain^  the  fourth  and  concluding  vol- 
ume has  appeard  and,  while  no  one  can  help 
admiring  the  scholarly  way  in  which  this  work 
has  been  carried  out,  and  the  extravagance 
with  wkiich  it  has  been  printed,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  some  one  wil  be  found,  posessing 
sufficient  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  to  con- 
tinue it  in  the  same  spirit  and  supply  its 
numerous  omissions.  The  indefatigable  M. 
Brunet  has  publisht  in  onfe  volume  a  supple- 
ment to  Barbier's  Dictionnaire  des  ouvrages 
anonymes  and  Qu^rard's  Supercheries  litt^- 
raires  ddvoiUes^  carrying  both  down  to  the 
present  time. 

C.  N.  Caspar's  Directory  of  the  American 
book^  news,  and  stationery  trade  deservs  men- 
tion in  this  report  for  its  carefully  selected 
lists  of  general  and  special  bibliografies  of  all 
countries,  and  its  complete  lists  of  the  period- 
ical publications  connected  in  any  way  with 
bookmaking  or  bookselling.  It  also  contains 
a  valuable  vocabulary  of  the  terms,  frases,  and 
abbreviations  in  various  languages,  employd 
in  literature,  the  grafic  arts,  and  the  book, 
stationery  and  printing  trades,  which,  if  not 
exactly  the  first  attemt,  nevertheless  is  by  all 
odds  the  most  complete  compilation  of  the 
kind  that  has  appeard  in  any  country,  and 
might  easily  be  made  the  basis  for  a  printing 
trades  manual,  indispensable  to  all  who  have 
anything  to  do  with  books  in  any  form. 

A  work  which,  it  seems  to  TOe,  has  not  re- 
ceivd  the  attention  it  deservs,  is  Drujon's  JLes 
livres  d  clef  publisht  in  Paris  in  two  volumes 
of  exquisit  workmanship,  both  as  regards  the 
subject  matter  and  the  typografical  execution. 
These  volumes  contain  a  list  of  books,  in 
which  real  persons  hav  been  described  or 
commented  upon  under  fictitious  or  disguised 
names,  and,  altho  naturally  more  nearly  com- 
plete as  regards  French  works,  includes  a 
large  number  of  examples  from  English  and 
other  literatures  as  wel.    When  it  is  remem* 


berd  how  frequently  authors  of  the  last  cen- 
tury in  particular  resorted  to  the  expedient  of 
designating  political  and  literary  dignitaries 
by  a  puzzling  array  of  initials,  letters  and 
dashes  or  stars — easily  recognizable,  no  dout, 
by  their  contemporaries,  but  mysterious  and 
frequently  undeciferable  by  the  men  of 
another  generation  and  another  place  —  the 
value  to  the  curious  and  the  literary  worker  of 
such  a  publication,  when  as  carefully  and  in- 
telligently done  as  that  of  M.  Drujon,  cannot 
be  overestimated.  Frey*s  Sobriquets  and 
nicknames  wil  also  be  found  useful  some- 
times in  the  same  direction. 

The  present  time  has  been  aptly  styled  the 
"  Age  of  biografies  ",  and  if  the  same  activity 
continues  unabated  to  the  end  of  the  century, 
ther  wil  hardly  be  a  country  or  a  class  of  men 
that  wil  not  hav  its  great  luminaries  repre- 
sented in  a  special  biografical  series.  All  the 
great  works  mentiond  in  Mr.  Lane^s  report 
hav  been  steadily  progressing  at  a  more  or 
less  rapid  rate.  The  English  Dictionary  of 
national  biography  is  particularly  noticeable 
for  the  speed  with  which  it  is  being  brought 
out  and  has  now  reacht  to  "  Haighton  "  in  23 
volumes.  The  Cychpadia  of  American  biog- 
raphy has  been  finisht  in  six  portly  volumes, 
and  another  work  covering  nearly  the  same 
field,  but  greatly  exceeding  it  in  the  number 
of  persons  included,  is  now  in  activ  prepara- 
tion under  the  editorship  of  J.  R.  Gilmore. 
Several  other  important  works  hav  been  com- 
menced, among  which  some  relating  to  litera- 
ture deserv  special  mention.  J.  B.  Halvorsen 
has  issued  two  volumes  of  a  Norsk  forf alter- 
lexikon  1814-80,  bringing  the  alfabet  down  to 
Ibsen,  which  is  probably  the  most  elaborat 
undertaking  of  the  kind  ever  attemted.  Not 
only  are  all  Norwegian  authors  of  books,  even 
the  smallest  and  most  insignificant,  included, 
but  also  all  writers  for  the  literary  and  period- 
ical press,  and  full  bibliografies  of  their  writ- 
ings ar  given,  with  quotations  of  and  refer- 
ences to  critical  articles  on  their  literary  ac- 
tivity, including  those  in  daily  papers,  as  wel 
as  other  minute  details  of  information.  Of 
very  much  the  same  character  is  VengeroFs 
Critico-biogrqfical  dictionary  of  Russian  writ' 
ers  and  nten  of  learning,  which  has  only 
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reacht  the  end  of  the  letter  A  in  the  first  vol- 
ume, and  possibly  errs  in  the  too  great  length 
and  fulness  of  its  biografical  material.  De 
Molins  has  commenced  a  Diccionario  biogrdfico 
y  bibliogrdfico  de  escritoresy  artistas  catalanes 
del  siglio  19,  and  Gubernatis  is  publishing  in 
French  a  Diciionnaire  des  icrivains  coniem- 
porains^  which  is  in  reality  a  second  and 
greatly  enlarged  edition  of  his  Dizionario 
biografico  degli  scrittore  contemporanei  of 
1879.  Hirsch*s  Biographisckes  lexikon  der 
hervorragenden  drzte  alter  zeiien  und  vblker^ 
and  the  new  edition  of  Meyer's  Konversations- 
lexikon^  both  of  which  hav  been  finisht  during 
the  period  embraced  in  this  report,  are  very 
full  in  bibliograiical  details. 

In  the  department  of  select  lists  of  books, 
Sonhenschein's  The  best  books  is  a  very  valu- 
able contribution  to  a  class  of  bibliografies 
which  it  has  long  been  the  dream  of  the  A.  L. 
A.  to  furnish,  and  on  which  considerable  time 
and  work  has  already  been  expended.  Mr* 
Sonnenschein's  catalog  is  admirably  done* 
tho  of  necessity  far  from  perfect,  a  defect 
which  is  inherent  in  the  first  edition  of  a  work 
of  such  a  magnitude.  Arrangements  hav  been 
made,  however,  for  a  new  edition,  in  the  prep- 
aration of  which  the  editor  wil  hav  the  assist- 
ance of  specialists,  so  that  the  literary  worker 
wil  hav,  for  the  first  time,  ready  for  his  use, 
a  view  of  the  very  best  books  obtainable  in 
any  department  of  human  knowledge.  The 
arrangement  of  the  work  is  systematic  under 
II  main  classes,  with  a  topical  index.  The 
cross-references  to  allied  classes  are  quite  full, 
but  one  thing,  that  is  felt  to  be  a  most  serious 
defect  by  those  who  use  it,  is  the  absence  of 
critical  estimates  of  the  relativ  importance  of 
the  books  within  each  ultimat  division  of  a 
subject. 

The  attemt  made  a  few  years  ago  of  deter- 
mining, by  the  consensus  of  opinions  of 
English  scholars  and  litterateurs,  on  a  very 
select  short  list  of  the  world's  best  books, 
has  called  forth  a  similar  compilation  .in 
Germany,  Die  besten  bucher  atter  zeiten  und 
titteraturen^  with  the  like  result,  the  making 
of  a  list,  with  which  no  one  can  agree,  but 
full  of  suggestions.  Among  other  German 
select  lists  of  books  may  be  mentiond  further 


Muster-katatog fur  vereins-y  votks^^  und  schut- 
bibtiotheken  and  a  FUhrer  durck  die  deutsch- 
israetitische  unterhattende  titeratur^  the  for- 
mer in  a  second  edition,  which  has  its  counter- 
part, in  this  country,  in  the  Lists  of  books  suit- 
able for  the  school  disfrict  libraries^  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin, 
which  hav  been  carefully  prepared  and  pub- 
lisht  by  the  State  superintendent  of  public 
instruction. 

In  national  bibliografies,  the  usual  annuals 
hav  appeard  with  laudable  regularitiy,  and 
some  works  covering  longer  periods  hav  been 
finisht  or  ar  in  preparation.  Heinsius  has 
begun  the  publication  of  the  new  volumes  of 
his  Allegemeines  biicher-lexikon  for  1885-88, 
and  T.  O.  Weigel  has  started  a  new  series, 
called  Systematisches  verzeichniss  der  haupt- 
werke  der  deutschen  literatur  1820-82,  which 
wil  in  a  measure  serv  as  a  subject-index  to 
the  author-catalogs  of  Kayser  and  Heinsius. 
Of  this  two  volumes  hav  been  publisht,  one 
by  Mollat,  covering  the  branches  of  political 
and  juridical  science,  the  other,  by  Fromm, 
history  and  geography.  The  most  serviceable 
of  German  bibliografies,  however,  is  Georg 
and  Ost's  Schlagwort-katalog^  a  list  of  all  the 
books  and  maps  of  1883-87  enterd  under 
their  subjects,  or  more  strictly  their  catch- 
words, in  alfabetic  order,  with,  on  the  whole, 
a  satisfactory  system  of  cross-references.  It 
forms  a  volume  of  1,074  pages  in  small,  but 
clear  type,  and  has  been  carried  forward  in  two 
annual  supplements,  called  Praktische  bUcher- 
kunde^  publisht  in  weekly  parts,  but  now  dis- 
continued. A  unique  work  of  great  practical 
value  is  Reher's  TiteUverzeichnis^  a  list  of  all 
German  novels,  including  translations,  and  the 
principal  works  in  history,  biografy,  and 
geografy,  in  the  alfabetic  order  of  their  titles. 
This  work  has  been  very  skilfully  done,  and 
in  it,  for  the  first  time  in  German  book  lists, 
as  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  rights  of  the  first 
word  of  the  title  hav  been  recognized,  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  with  which  we 
are  familiar  in  our  own  catalogs. 

Francisco  da  Silva,  or  rather  his  continua- 
tor  Aranha,  has  publisht  the  14th  volume  of 
the  great  Diccionario  bibliographico  portuguez; 
and  Lorenz  has  completed  the  three  volumes 
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of  his  Catalogue  gin^ral  de  la  librairie  /ran- 
qaise  for  1876-85,  in  the  last  of  which,  the  nth 
of  the  whole  series  and  containing  the  sub- 
ject-index to  the  other  two,  the  veteran  bibli- 
ografer  bids  farewel  to  the  public,  and  ex- 
presses the  hope,  that  some  one  els  wil  be 
found,  willing  to  continue  the  work  wher  he 
leavs  it.  In  Sweden  a  continuation  of  the 
general  catalog  of  publications,  covering  the 
period  1875-85,  has  been  issued  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Association  of  Swedish  pub- 
lishers. 

Several  new  periodicals,  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  book  trade,  or  of  libraries,  hav 
been  started  with  varying  degrees  of  success. 
Such  are  the  Bibliographia  brazileira^  begun 
in  1888;  \\i^  Revue  bibliographique  beige ^  in 
1889,  containing  also  foreign  books;  The  torch 
and  colonial  book  circular^  in  1887 ;  the  Rivista 
delle  biblioteche  in  1888,  the  first  number  of 
which  is  favorably  commented  on  by  Kephart 
in  the  Library  journal  1"}^ :  205.  J.  M.  Hickcox 
has  publisht  since  1885  a  very  full  Monthly 
catalogue  of  U,  S,  government  publications^ 
each  yearly  volume  being  provided  with  a 
good  index,  but  the  usefulness  of  which  is 
considerably  impaird  by  its  failure  to  appear 
at  the  stated  time.  Two  notable  periodicals 
started  out  with  flying  colors,  ran  a  short 
career  of  usefulness,  and  died  from  lack  of 
support,  the  Bibliographer  and  reference  list^ 
of  which  8  numbers  wer  issued  in  Buffalo,  and 
the  Wissenschaftliche  bibliographic  der  welt- 
literature  of  which  11  numbers  appeard  in 
Berlin.  The  English  Library  chronicle  ceased 
with  the  end  of  1888,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  The  library^  which,  tho  no  longer  publisht 
by,  or  under  the  auspices  of,  the  L.  A.  U.  K., 
continues  to  be  its  mouthpiece.  The  bibli- 
ofilistic  Le  livre  was  changed,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1890,  into  the  less  pretentious,  but 
probably  more  practical  Le  livre  modeme. 

That  the  first  five-yearly  supplement  to 
Poole  and  Fletcher's  gxt^X  Index  to  periodical 
literature^  comprising  the  years  1882-86,  has 
been  issued  during  the  period  of  my  report,  is 
so  wel  known,  that  it  needs  only  to  be  men- 
tiond.  Another  similar  work,  for  which 
Poole's  Index  fumisht  the  inspiration,  is 
Jones'  Index  to  legal  periodical  literature  to 


the  end  of  1886,  a  work  of  the  greatest  merit 
and  importance,  even  outside  its  proper  legal 
sfere.  On  the  other  hand  an  Index  to  en- 
gineering periodicals  1883-^7,  compiled  and 
publisht  by  F.  £.  Galloupe,  falls  far  short  of 
the  excelence  of  these  two  works,  and  is 
remarkably  ill-arranged  and  vexatious  to  use. 
The  Cooperative  quarterly  index  to  period- 
icals^  edited  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  was  discontin- 
ued at  the  end  of  1889,  but  is  promist  to  ap- 
pear again  as  an  annual,  a  change  that  I,  for 
my  part,  think  in  a  great  measure  destroys  its 
usefulness.  The  live  library  of  to-day  needs 
a  general  index  to  articles  in  the  current  num- 
bers of  its  magazines  more  than  an  annual 
one,  and,  as  the  matter  now  stands,  we  must 
rely  for  this  on  the  partial  subject-indexes  fur- 
nisht  by  Book  chat.  Literary  news.  Current 
literature^  etc.,  since  a  new  monthly  started 
in  EiSgland  for  this  purpos,  the  Periodical 
press  index,  reach t  only  a  second  number,  and 
Mr.  Gris wold's  contemplated  new  monthly 
series  of  his  continuous  index  has  too  limited 
a  range.  While  on  the  subject  of  indexes, 
attention  must  be  called  also  to  Grifiin's 
admirable  Index  of  articles  upon  American 
local  history,  originally  publisht  in  parts  in  the 
Bulletin  of  the  Boston  public  library,  and  now 
issued  in  independent  form. 

Among  the  works  in  bibliografy  proper, 
publisht  during  the  last  three  years,  ther  ar 
many  important  ones,  which  wil  appear  in  the 
list  accompanying  this  report,  but  space  for- 
bids referring  to  any  of  them  in  particular, 
excepting  a  few  treating  of  bibliografical  works. 
These  ar  Stein's  Travaux  bibliographiques  de 
1878  a  1888,  Ottino  and  Fumagalli's  Bibliotheca 
bibliographica  italiana,  neither  of  which  I  hav 
as  yet  seen,  and  of  which  I  am,  therfor,  unable 
to  furnish  an  estimate.  Of  two  others,  Whit- 
ney's Catalogue  of  the  bibliographies  of  special 
subjects  in  the  Boston  public  library,  and  the 
third  edition  of  the  List  of  works  of  reference 
in  the  reading-room  of  the  British  museum,  it 
is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly,  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  typografical  appearance 
of  Mr.  Whitney's  catalog  is  not  up  to  the 
usual  standard  of  excelence  in  the  publica- 
tions of  his  library.  The  absence  of  display 
type  in  the  headings  makes  it  somewhat  diffi- 
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cult  for  the  eye  to  follow  its  lines.  The 
Library  journal  15: 123  and  147  gfivs  further 
particulars  of  both  works. 

Among  the  catalogs  of  libraries  that  hav 
appeard  during  the  period  of  my  report,  and 
of  which  a  list  wil  be  given,  accompanying  the 
same,  I  wish  particularly  to  call  attention  to 
the  publication  by  the  Osterhout  free  library 
of  a  Class  catalogue  and  author  index^  closely 
following  the  Dewey  arrangement  of  classes, 
with  a  fine  list  of  historical  and  descriptiv 
fiction,  by  the  Toronto  public  library  of  a 
Subject-catalogue^  by  the  Detroit  public  library 
of  a  General  catalogue  in  dictionary  form,  by 
the  Buffalo  library  of  2  parts  of  a  Finding-list^ 
which  is  a  model  of  condenst  information  and 
excelent  arrangement,  by  the  Chicago  public 
library  of  4  parts  of  a  new  edition  of  its  Find- 
ing-list^ subdivided  into  class-lists.  ^  The 
Astor  library  catalog  has  been  finisht,  while 
the  Peabody  institute  library  has  issued  two 
more,  and  the  Surgeon-generaPs  office  library 
three  more,  volumes  of  their  great  catalogs. 
Quite  a  number  of  libraries  and  associations 
in  the  country  hav  issued  select  catalogs  of 
books  for  young  people,  as  wel  as  class-lists 
of  books  in  special  classes  or  on  special 
subjects. 

Three  catalogs  of  libraries  I  hav  reservd 
to  be  spoken  of  in  greater  detail,  as  they  em- 
body some  distinct  features  of  advance  in 
catalog  maki  ng.  The  Catalogue  of  the  Nevins 
memorial  library  at  Methuen,  Mass.,  in  2 
volumes,  by  Miss  Ames,  who  also  selected 
the  books,  numbering  about  10,000  volumes, 
and  the  Alphabetic  catalogue  of  the  English 
books  in  the  circulating  department  of  the 
Cleveland  public  library,  about  32,000  vol- 
umes, by  the  librarian,  Mr.  Brett,  ar^both 
dictionary  catalogs,  remarkably  wel  prepared, 
and  similar  in  arrangement  to  other  catalogs 
of  the  same  kind,  but  differing  from  all  others 
in  a  skilful  use  of  their  material  for  the  pur- 
pose of  guiding  readers  to  all  available  infor- 
mation on  any  given  subject,  even  when  it  is 
not  obtainable  in  independent  publications  or 
essays.  Miss  Ames  has  done  this  by  a  system 
of  notes,  containing  helpful  hints  and  sugges- 
tions for  reading,  and  references  to  general 
works  that  may  be  consulted  with  advantage, 


while  Mr.  Brett  has  followd  the  example  first 
set  by  the  catalog  of  the  Queensland  parlia- 
mentary library  some  years  ago,  but  on  a 
much  more  extended  scale.  All  thru  the 
catalog,  under  almost  every  subject,  wil  be 
found  these  analytical  references  to  parts  of 
books,  indicating  even  the  exact  pages  of  each 
one,  and  in  order  to  show  by  an  example 
selected  at  random,  of  what  immens  advantage 
such  a  system  of  cataloging  is  to  the  users  of 
the  library,  as  wel  as* to  others  who  hav  access 
to  the  same  books,  I  find  that,  while  ther  ar 
mentiond  15  independent  works  on  Abraham 
Lincoln,  ther  ar  no  less  than  25  references  to 
books  in  which  his  career  is  treated  incident- 
ally or  in  part,  some  of  which  would  never 
hav  been  thought  of  in  this  connection. 
Another  evidence  of  the  careful  workmanship 
of  this  catalog  is,  that  after  the  name  of  each 
author  ar  stated  a  few  facts  of  his  life,  suffi- 
cient for  his  identification,  such  as  position  in 
life,  or  degrees  and  titles,  nationality,  dates  of 
birth  and  death,  etc.  It  might  seem  invidious 
to  find  fault  with  a  catalog,  which,  tho  belong- 
ing to  a  type  that  I  do  not  consider  the  best 
for  a  general  library,  offers  so  many  manifestly 
good  points;  but,  considering  the  fulness  of 
other  details,  it  is  certainly  a  strange  omission 
that  dates  and  places  of  imprint  hav  been 
given  only  under  author  ^entries,  and  not  under 
titles  and  subjects,  wher  the  date  at  least  is 
frequently  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  same  "endeavor  to  utilize  all  the  re- 
sources of  a  comparatively  small  but  valuable 
library  of  reference,"  thru  systematic  refer- 
ences to  the  contents  of  books,  distinguishes 
in  a  stil  higher  degree  the  Contents-index  of 
the  Library  of  the  University  of  California, 
prepared  by  its  librarian,  Joseph  C.  Rowell, 
and  printed  by  the  state  in  a  volume  of  519 
double-colum  pages,  with  clear-cut  good  type. 
This  volume  is  intended  as  a  complement  of 
the  regular  classified  subject  catalog  and  is 
just  what  its  name  indicates,  an  index  to  the 
contents  of  I  don't  know  how  many  volumes, 
but,  judging  from  an  incidental  remark  in  the 
preface,  probably  between  forty  and  fifty 
thousand.  In  some  cases,  however,  when  the 
classification  of  the  library  was  not  minute 
enough  to  separate  the  books  on  a  certain 
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subject,  such  as  the  names  of  individual  cities 
and  minor  headings,  as  Gas  engines,  Idealism, 
etc.,  the  names  of  books  or  works  wholly 
devoted  to  a  single  subject  hav  been  enterd. 
Otherwise,  in  general  plan  it  is  evidently 
modeld  on  Poole's  Index,  to  which  work  it 
wil  constitute  a  welcome  supplement,  since  it 
includes  quite  a  number  of  long  sets  of  trans- 
actions of  learned  societies  and  foreign  maga- 
zins,  such  as  the  Revue  des  deux  mondes^ 
Revue  scientifique^  Deutsche  rundschau^  Un- 
sere  zeii^eXc,  When  it  is  considerd  that  the 
entire  work  of  the  library,  to  which  it  forms 
an  index,  is  performd  by  two  persons,  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  considerable  interest  to 
know  how  time  could  be  found  for  gathering 
the  materials,  and  I  therfor  quote  the 
librarian's  own  statement  on  this  point :  "  To 
prevent  the  subject  catalogue  from  attaining 
an  unwieldy  growth,  and  to  retain  its  character 
as  an  actual  shelf-guide,  the  experiment  was 
made  of  writing  the  index  upon  sheets  of  note 
paper  size,  arranged  alphabetically  in  boxes 
placed  upon  the  librarian's  desk,  where  it  was 
centrally  located  for  purposes  of  reference 
and  available  for  the  insertion  of  fresh  entries 
at  any  moment.    Fourteen  years  of  trial  have 


as  a  labor  and  time-saver  in  the  daily  assist- 
ance to  readers  ".  I  can  fully  concur  in  this 
opinion  after  six'months'  trial  with  the  printed 
index  at  my  elbow,  and  every  librarian  who 
uses  it  must  be  thankful  to  Mr.  Rowell  for 
the  patience,  energy,  and  intelligence  displayed 
in  the  production  of  a  work  which  would  be 
deemd  remarkable,  even  had  it  been  the  result 
of  cooperation,  instead  of  one  man's  industry. 
Finally  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
change  in  the  make-up  of  the  Bulletin  of  the 
Boston  public  library,  which  was  made  with  the 
beginning  of  the  9th  volume  in  April  of  this 
year.  The  partial  dictionary  arrangement  has 
been  discarded,  and  the  list  of  new  books  is 
now  classified,  the  classes  being  sorted  alfabet- 
ically,  with  author  and  subject  indexes.  The 
whole  new  arrangement  is  eminently  satisfac- 
tory, but  the  author  index  commends  itself 
especially  to  the  librarian.  In  this  full  names 
ar  given,  and  in  so  far  as  the  Boston  public 
library  takes  particular  care  in  collecting 
these,  and  has  unusual  facilities  for  doing  it 
thoroly,  this  index  wil  be  of  great  assistance 
to  all  other  librarians  who  ar  so  fortunat  as 
to  receiv  this  admirable  list  of  new  accessions 
to  the  foremost  institution  of  its  kind  in  the 
world. 


demonstrated  the  success  of  the  experiment 

jy  The  list  of  catalogs,  etc.,  which  was  not  read  at  the  Conference,  will  be  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


REPORT  ON  AIDS   AND  GUIDES. 


BY    W:    BEER,   LIBRARIAN    TOPEKA    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


AIT  HEN  I  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
President  to  write  the  "  Report  on  aids 
and  guides  "  for  the  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion at  Fabyan's,  I  thought  that  it  would  be 
easy  to  find  out  just  what  was  covered  by  the 
title ;  but,  to  my  astonishment,  all  my  prede- 
cessors have  differed  in  their  treatment  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Green,  at  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  Foster,  at 
Bu£Ealo,  have  taken  the  broadest,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  correct,  view.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Crunden  and  Mr.  Lane  have  made  reports 
dealing  with  what  I  venture  to  call  side  issues. 


I  would  suggest  that  in  future  the  reporter 
should  be  selected  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  annual  meeting;  and  the  preparation  of 
the  report  should  be  by  gradual  accumula- 
tion, and  not,  as  for  some  years,  by  a  com- 
paratively sudden  rush. 

The  technical  periodicals  relating  to  library 
work  are  few, —  our  own  Journal^  the  English 
Library^  and  the  Leipzig  Centralblatt  fur 
Bibliotkekswesen  a^e  the  only  ones  contain- 
ing practical  articles.  They  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  all  librarians. 

The  following  classified  summary  includes 
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the  more  useful  items  noted  during  the 
period  June,  1889,  to  June,  1890:  — 

On  LIBRARIES  in  general  have  appeared  the  ad- 
mirable report  of  the  President,  on  the  "  library  as 
a  factor  in  the  intellectual  life,*'  on  special  libraries 
the  "Annals  of  the  Bodleian,"  by  Macrae,  and 
the  model  bibliographical  material  contained  in 
the  collected  papers  of  Henry  Bradshaw,  the  Uni- 
versity Librarian  of  Cambridge,  England. 

In  the  Centralblatt  is  a  good  article  by  V. 
Chanut  on  "  Libraries  in  Belgium." 

The  same  publication,  vol.  6,  has  papers  on  the 
regulations  of  the  reading-room  at  Halle,  of 
Italian  libraries,  of  the  reading-room  at  Na- 
tional library,  Milan,  and  on  Austrian  library 
laws.  The  question  of  Sunday  openings  is  very 
fully  treated  in  Miss  Cutler's  paper. 

On  the  librarian's  work,  the  Journal  has 
published  articles  on  the  protection  of  rare  vol- 
umes,  on  room  fittings  for  cataloguers,  on  the  Cole 
size  card,  and  on  check-lists  for  periodicals ;  also 
reports  of  discussions  of  the  New  York  Library 
Club  on  BINDING  and  other  subjects.  The 
Library  has  a  good  paper  on  the  Indicator,  Mur- 
ray's Magatine  a  useful  article  on  books  and  book- 
buying,  and  the  Export  journal^  published  by 
Hideler,  of  Leipzig,  an  excellent  current  list  of 
the  contents  of  all  periodicals  bearing  on  binding 
and  book-making. 

Remarks  on  catalogues  are,  perhaps,  out  of 
place,  but  I  should  like  to  call  particular  attention 
to  one  recently  published  at  South  Shields,  Eng- 
land, giving  contents  of  the  longer  sets  of  British 
government  publications,  to  the  new  edition  of 
Cutter's  Rules,  which  is,  in  many  ways,  an  im- 
provement on  the  original,  and  to  the  contents 
index  of  the  University  Library  of  California,  a 
work  admirable  in  design  and  execution. 

The  following  helps  for  readers  have  been 
published  in  1889-90 : —  Berry :  Good  books,  and 
how  to  use  them.  Burt,  Literary  Landmarks. 
Parsons,  and  others :  the  World's  best  books,  and 


collections  of  papers;  books  that  have  helped  me, 
and  books  that  have  influenced  me,  written  by 
persons  of  greater  or  less  literary  note. 

Schools. —  There  is  much  to  be  learned  from 
the  practice  of  libraries  guided  by  our  more  en- 
terprising fellow-workers.  Providence  and  Mil- 
waukee and  perhaps  others  are  making  the  teachers 
of  the  schools  distributors  of  good  literature  by 
issuing  to  them  cards  on  which  may  be  drawn 
from  10  to  50  books.  The  teacher  assumes  a 
qualified  responsibility  for  the  safety  of  the  books, 
and  is  able  to  judge  of  the  special  fitness  of  the 
book  to  the  applicant.  « 

Worcester  issues  cards  of  a  different  color  for 
children.  The  Baltimore  Mercantile  Library 
has  tried  an  experiment  which  deserved  success. 
Persons  interested  in  special  subjects  created 
by  subscription  a  fund,  and  the  books  bought  were 
reserved  to  the  subscribers  for  12  months,  to  be 
after  that  time  merged  in  the  general  collection. 
If  sufficient  interest  could  be  awakened  in  the 
more  abstruse  branches  of  science,  this  method 
should  be  the  means  of  adding  many  useful  books 
to  libraries. 

As  guides  to  the  choice  of  books,  the  follow- 
ing may  be  named :  a  list  of  fiction  for  general  use 
in  Hudson's  History  of  French  literature,  N.  Y., 
1889,  a  hand  list  of  100  books  of  English  fiction, 
and  50  of  translated  fiction  issued  by  Mr.  Linder- 
felt,  of  Milwaukee,  for  use  as  call  slips,  to  be 
followed  by  similar  lists  of  children's  books  and 
of  technical  books,  the  latter  to  be  sent  in  quan- 
tity to  large  employers. 

The  Cosmopolitan  has  an  article  by  M.  D.  Wig- 
gin  on  what  shall  children  read,  and  to  the  Catholic 
World  Brother  Azarias  has  contributed  a  series 
of  articles  on  *'  Books  and  how  to  use  them." 

I  had  prepared  for  this  report  a  list  of  all  the 
bibliographies  of  the  period  covered,  but  they 
will  appear  partly  in  Mr.  Linderfelt's  Report  and 
partly  in  the  next  Bibliographical  Contribution  of 
Harvard  University. 

'  The  list  of  bibliographies  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph,  which  was  not  read  at  the  Con- 
ference, will  be  printed  by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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BY   H:   M.   UTLEY,   LIBRARIAN   DETROIT  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

PART  II.    DESCRIPTION  OF  BUILDINGS* 
(For  Part  I.,  seep,  12-14.) 


TDESIDE  the  building  projects  here  de- 
scribed  in  detail,  there  are  several  which 
are  still  in  their  incipient  stages,  not  far  enough 
advanced  to  merit  particular  mention.  Most 
notable  among  these  are  the  public  libraries 
of  Providence,  Detroit,  Chicago,  the  Gros- 
venor  Library  in  Buffalo,  Young  Men's  Asso- 
ciation Library  in  Albany,  and  the  John 
Crerar  Library  in  Chicago.  Doubtless,  when 
the  next  report  is  presented,  some  if  not  all 
of  these  may  be  included.  For  the  present 
I  limit  myself  to  the  following: 

Batavia,  N.  Y.  Richmond  Memorial  Library, 
—  On  the  12th  of  March,  1889,  the  Richmond 
Memorial  Library,  at  Batavia,  N.  V.,  was  form- 
ally opened  to  the  public.  This  was  the  gift  of 
the  widow  of  Dean  Richmond  as  a  memorial  of 
her  son,  Dean  Richmond,  Jr.,  to  School  District 
No.  2,  Batavia.  The  Library  journal ^  which  gives 
a  perspective  view  and  floor  plans,  says  the  build- 
ing has  a  frontage  of  87  feet  and  a  depth  of  87 
feet,  being  T  shaped.  It  is  a  modernization  of 
the  Romanesque  in  style,  and  is  built  of  light 
gray  Medina  sandstone  and  red  Albion  stone. 
The  roof  is  of  red  tile,  the  gutters  and  metal 
work  of  copper,  and  there  is  a  liberal  amount  of 
carving.  The  interior  is  finished  in  oak.  The 
stack-room  has  adjustable  shelves  for  20,000 
volumes,  about  half  of  which  number  is  now  on 
hand. 

Beaver  Dam,  Wis.  Williams  Free  Library,— 
The  offer  of  J.  J.  Williams  to  build  and  equip  a 
library  building  as  a  gift  to  Beaver  Dam,  if  the 
city  would  provide  a  suitable  lot,  has  been 
accepted.  The  city  has  purchased  for  ^12,000  a 
lot  centrally  located  and  large  enough  to  provide 
a  lawn  on  each  side  of  the  building.  The  con- 
tracts for  the  work,  aggregating  |2 5,000,  have 
been  let,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  by  February  next.  The 
Milwaukee  Wisconsin  of  July  3  gives  a  descrip- 
tion  of   the   building.      The    extreme   exterior 


dimensions  are  72x74  feet  and  the  height  two 
stories,  with  a  tower  and  open  belfry  at  one 
corner.  The  style  of  architecture  is  Romanesque. 
The  material  is  brick,  the  walls  on  all  sides  being 
faced  with  stone,  the  basement  and  first  story, 
Wauwatosa  limestone,  and  the  second  story, 
Cleveland  sandstone,  rock  faced.  The  roof  is  of 
slate,  terra  cotta  crested.  The  windows  are  large 
and  numerous,  abundantly  lighting  the  interior. 
The  entrance  is  through  a  vestibule  in  the  tower, 
a  hallway  leading  to  the  public  delivery-room  in 
the  centre  of  the  building.  To  the  rear  of  this 
and  separated  from  it  by  the  delivery  desk  and 
railing  are  the  book  stacks,  with  a  present  capac- 
ity of  about  28,000  volumes.  At  the  left  of  the 
vestibule  a  door  opens  into  the  periodical  reading- 
room.  This  is  separated  from  the  public  delivery- 
room  by  a  glazed  partition.  At  the  left  of  the 
delivery-room  and  separated  from  it  by  a  glass 
partition  are  the  ladies'  reading-room,  and  refer- 
ence study.  The  latter  also  opens  into  the  book- 
room,  so  that  students  can  have  access  to  the 
shelves,  it  being  the  intention  to  have  the  books 
as  open  and  accessible  as  possible.  The  libra- 
rian's office  is  conveniently  located  and  there  are 
work-rooms,  toilet-rooms,  etc.,  at  the  right  of  the 
main  hall.  All  the  rooms  are  finished  in  hard 
wood  and  there  is  tile  flooring  in  the  corridors. 
The  second  story  is  in  one  large  room,  designed 
for  a  hall  for  lectures  and  public  gatherings. 

Chicago,  III.  Newberry  Library,  —  The  trus- 
tees of  the  Newberry  Library  have  selected  for 
the  new  building  the  Ogden  block,  bounded  by 
Dearborn  avenue,  Lafayette  place,  Clark  and  Oak 
streets,  near  Washington  Park,  toward  which  it 
will  face,  and  comprising  68,000  square  feet.  The 
plans  for  the  permanent  building  to  be  erected  on 
this  lot  have  not  been  approved  at  the  date  of 
closing  this  report.  Mr.  Poole  informs  me  that, 
if  there  is  anything  to  be  said  on  the  subject  at 
the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Association,  he  will 

*  After  the  note  on  p.  14  was  printed,  there  was  a  change 
of  plan,  and  the  matter  there  omitted  is  therefore  given  here. 
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say  it.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  erect  a 
temporary  building  for  the  use  of  the  library  until 
the  permanent  bui\ding  can  be  completed.  This 
is  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Oak  streets,  one 
block  distant  from  the  block  selected  for  the 
permanent  location.  It  is  60  x  160  feet  in  size  and 
two  stories  high.  The  shelving  capacity  is  200,- 
000  volumes. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  Public  Library,  —  The 
Library  journal  of  May  last  gives  a  sketch  of  the 
new  arrangement  of  the  Cleveland  Public  Library. 
The  statement  is  made  that  the  building,  which  is 
owned  by  the  Board  of  Education,  was  not  origi- 
nally intended  to  be  used  for  library  purposes. 
The  second  and  third  floors,  each  63  x  58  feet,  how- 
ever, are  so  occupied.  These  have  recently  been 
enlarged  by  the  erection  of  an  addition,  40x58  feet 
in  size.  This  increases  the  floor  space  devoted 
to  book  storage  purposes  more  than  100  per  cent 
and  relieves  the  library  from  its  greatly  over- 
crowded condition. 

Crawfordsville,  Ind.  Wabash  College  Li- 
brary,—  The  new  building  for  Wabash  College 
Library,  the  funds  for  which  were  given  by  Simon 
Yandes,  is  already  in  course  of  erection.  The 
construction  is  fire  proof.  The  foundation  is  of 
limestone,  the  walls  of  brick,  the  sills,  girders, 
rafters,  etc.,  of  iron,  and  roof  of  slate.  The  ex- 
treme exterior  dimensions  are  90  x  1 10  feet,  height 
two  stories.  The  building  is  in  the  form  of  a 
cross,  that  portion  of  the  front  projecting  beyond 
the  arms  being  semi-circular  in  form.  At  the 
northeast  angle  is  a  square  tower,  rising  to  a 
height  of  90  feet  from  the  ground.  The  entrance 
is  by  a  broad  flight  of  stone  steps  to  a  doorway 
7  feet  wide  in  the  tower.  Inside  is  a  vestibule  15 
feet  wide.  The  angle  between  the  tower  and  the 
projecting  arm,  being  carried  out  in  semi-circular 
form,  affords  a  stairway  10  feet  wide  to  the  second 
story.  From  the  vestibule  opposite  the  main 
door  is  a  doorway  to  the  book  desk  and  at  the 
left  is  the  doorway  to  the  reading-room.  From 
the  vestibule  a  corridor  leads  to  the  librarian's 
office.  The  reading-room  is  in  the  semi-circular 
projection  of  the  front,  is  1 5  feet  in  height,  and  is 
abundantly  lighted  by  9  lofty  windows.  Its  ex- 
treme depth  is  35  feet,  extreme  width  40  feet,  with 
one  12-inch  column  in  the  centre  20  feet  from  the 
walls.  At  the  left,  in  a  rectangular  projection 
corresponding  to  the  tower  on  the  other  side,  is  a 
writing-room  about  1 5  feet  square.  The  librarian's 
office  is  15  X 17  feet  in  size,  opens  into  the  corridor 


and  also  into  the  book-room.  It  has  a  handsome 
fireplace,  and  at  one  side  is  the  lift  connecting 
with  the  unpacking-room  in  the  basement  and 
also  a  room  of  same  size  above,  which  perhaps 
may  serve  for  cataloging  purposes.  The  book 
stacks  are  two  tiers  in  height  and  occupy  all  the 
central  portion  of  the  building  and  left  arm  of  the 
cross,  being  separated  from  the  reading-room  only 
by  a  light  iron  railing.  The  stacks  are  5  feet 
8  inches  from  centre  to  centre,  and  are  arranged 
at  right  angles  to  the  front  for  the  admission  of 
light  In  the  rear  extension  these  stacks  are 
arranged  parallel  to  the  front,  the  light  being 
admitted  through  the  windows  in  the  side  walls. 
The  front  of  the  upper  tier  recedes  about  2  feet, 
to  afford  a  gallery  passage  which  rests  on  the  top 
of  the  lower  tier.  The  whole  arrangement  seems 
to  be  very  compact  and  convenient. 

The  second  story  contains  an  art  gaUery,  a 
statuary  hall,  and  a  trustees*  room.  The  building 
is  of  very  pleasing  effect  architecturally  and  seems 
to  be  wisely  planned  to  serve  all  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  designed.  The  cost  was  about 
135,000. 

Denver,  Col.  Public  Library,^Th\s  institution, 
organized  about  twelve  years  ago  in  connection 
with  the  High  School,  has  grown  into  a  collection 
of  upwards  of  5,000  volumes.  Late  in  1889,  it  was 
moved  into  the  west  wing  of  the  High  School 
building,  on  19th  and  Stout  streets,  which  has 
been  specially  fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  and  has  a 
shelving  capacity  of  100,000  volumes.  It  was 
originally  a  school  library,  but  has  now  become  a 
free  public  library,  open  to  all,  and  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Dana,  as  librarian. 

Beside  the  library  hall,  there  are  three  reading* 
rooms,  one  of  which  is  set  apart  for  ladies.  The 
new  quarters  are  in  every  respect  admirable,  and 
the  library  has  apparently  started  upon  a  career 
of  great  and  extended  'usefulness. 

Ham  ilton,  Ont.  Public  Library, -^ThSs  library 
was  organized  in  1889,  under  a  general  law  of  the 
Dominion.  This  law  permits  the  Board  of  Man- 
agement, upon  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
ratepayers  once  obtained  to  that  effect,  to  levy  a 
tax,  not  exceeding  half  a  mill  on  the  dollar,  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  a  free  public  library. 
The  citizens  of  Hamilton  having  accepted  the  free 
library  act,  the  Board  of  Management  immediately 
procyred  a  very  desirable  lot,  for  which  they  paid 
|6,ooo.  They  also  appropriated  f 50,000  for  a 
building;  and  this  has  progressed  so  far  toward 
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completion  that  its  formal  opening  and  dedication 
is  announced  for  October,  189a  The  architect  of 
the  building,  Mr.  Wm.  Stewart,  of  Hamilton, 
promised  me  a  description  of  it,  but  was  not  will- 
ing to  furnish  it  until  after  the  formal  dedication, 
which  is,  of  course,  too  late  for  this  report.  I 
can  only  say  that  the  building  is  of  stone  and 
brick  and  is  considered  architecturally  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city.  It  has  a  frontage  of  70  feet, 
and  a  depth  of  125  feet,  and  is  three  stories  in 
height  above  a  high  basement.  There  is  a  square 
tower  at  the  comer,  rising  considerably  above  the 
roof,  and  a  projection  at  the  other  angle  is  gabled, 
with  pleasing  effect.  The  entrance  is  at  the  cen- 
tre of  the  front,  and  over  it  is  a  very  beautiful 
rose  window.  The  entire  ground  floor  is  occupied 
by  reading-rooms  and  library.  The  former  are 
elegantly  fitted  up,  and  the  latter  is  conveniently 
arranged.  The  upper  floors  will  for  the  present 
be  used  for  art-school  purposes  and  picture  gal- 
leries. A  considerable  number  of  books  for  the 
library  has  been  already  procured.  Mr.  Richard 
T.  Lancefield  has  been  chosen  librarian  and  has 
been  for  some  time  hard  at  work  classifying  and 
arranging  the  books,  the  library  having  been  opened 
with  the  first  installment  in  temporary  quarters. 

Hartford,  Conn.  Free  Library. — Through  the 
labors  and  generous  gifts  of  friends  of  the  enter- 
prise, the  sum  of  $400,000  has  been  raised  for  the 
benefit  of  the  libraries  of  the  city.  The  Athen- 
aeum building  is  to  be  reconstructed  and  enlarged. 
The  work  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  I.  Cleaveland 
Cady,  of  New  York,  the  architect  who  designed 
the  new  library  of  Yale  University.  At  the  time 
of  closing  this  report  the  full  details  had  not  been 
perfected,  but  Miss  Hewins  has  kindly  furnished 
me  a  general  description  of  the  plans.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  main  floor  will  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  free  library.  This  floor  will  be  en- 
tirely remodeled  and  the  low  wing  in  the  rear  will 
be  torn  down.  In  place  of  this,  and  also  taking 
up  a  considerable  portion  of  the  old  courtyard 
will  be  built  the  stack-room,  one  story  high,  but 
containing  two  tiers  of  stacks, — capacity  90,000 
volumes,  —  lighted  from  the  roof.  The  delivery- 
room  will  be  in  the  centre  of  the  old  building, 
where  was  formerly  the  statue  gallery,  and  the 
passages  from  it  to  the  stack-room  are  by  two 
doorways  through  what  is  now  the  rear  wall. 
Special  pains  will  be  taken  to  make  the  building 
as  nearly  fire  proof  as  possible.  At  the  right  of 
the  main  entrance  will  be  rooms  for  the  librarian 
and  cataloguers,  and  in  rear  of  them  and  at  the 


right  of  the  delivery-room,  will  be  the  general 
reading-rooms.  The  arrangement  seems  to  be 
very  convenient  for  the  public  and  also  for  the 
economical  administration  of  the  library.  An  en- 
tirely new  wing,  two  stories  high,  will  be  built  in 
the  rear  for  the  Watkinson  Library ;  and  the  quar- 
ters heretofore  occupied  by  that  library  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  library  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society.  The  art  collection  will  be  incorporated 
with  the  free  library  and  will  be  placed  on  the 
second  floor,  in  the  front  portion  of  the  building. 
The  entrance  will  be  through  the  same  general  en- 
trance as  to  the  library  and  offices.  A  very  con- 
siderable accession  to  the  number  of  volumes  in 
the  free  library  is  certain,  as  soon  as  the  new 
building  is  ready  to  receive  them.  The  improve- 
ments of  the  building  are  to  cost  $75,000. 

HiGHTSTOWN,  N.  J.  Longstreet  Library, — The 
building,  the  memorial  gift  of  Jonathan  and 
Mary  A.  Longstreet,  has  been  completed  and 
dedicated.  It  has  a  very  attractive  exterior. 
The  interior  is  both  pleasant  and  convenient, 
with  separate  reading-rooms,  book-rooms,  and  an 
office  for  the  librarian.  The  shelving  capacity  is 
10,000  volumes,  and  about  4,000  are  now  on 
hand.    The  cost  of  the  building  was  $12,000. 

Johnstown,  Pa.  Cambria  Library, —  The 
Cambria  Library,  in  Johnstown,  was  completely 
wiped  out  by  the  flood  which  destroyed  that  town 
in  May,  1889.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  volunteered 
to  restore  the  building  at  his  own  expense,  and 
the  work  is  now  in  a  forward  state  of  progress. 
The  new  building  is  65  feet  front  by  85  feet  deep, 
and  its  construction  is  intended  to  be  fire  proof. 
It  is  of  salmon-colored  brick,  trimmed  with  free- 
stone, and  is  of  good  substantial  appearance, 
though  no  special  attempt  at  ornamentation  has 
been  made.  The  interior  will  be  finished  through- 
out in  natural  wood,  and  all  the  rooms  are  con- 
venient, pleasant,  and  well  lighted.  The  library 
and  reading-rooms  will  be  placed  on  the  second 
floor.  The  first  floor  will  be  devoted  to  a  large 
audience-room  for  lectures,  etc.,  and  on  the  third 
floor  there  will  be  a  gymnasium  and  class-rooms. 
The  library  has  now  on  hand  about  1,200  volumes. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.  Public  Library.^Tht  city 
has  appropriated  $15,000  for  the  purchase  of  a 
suitable  and  conveniently  located  lot,  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  £.  H.  Van  Dusen  have  announced  their  in- 
tention to  give  $50,000  for  a  building.  The  plans 
are  now  under  consideration,  though  nothing  defi- 
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nite  has  3ret  been  decided.  It  is  expected  that  the 
new  building  will  be  completed  by  July,  1891. 
This  library  is  a  pablic-school  library  under  the 
general  laws  of  the  State,  and  is  managed  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  It  numbers  about  17,000 
volumes,  and  employs  a  librarian  and  two  assist- 
ants. It  has  always  received  generous  support  at 
the  hand$  of  the  tax  payers,  and  has  proved  very 
popular  and  useful.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Dusen, 
by  their  munificent  gpft,  have  commended  them- 
selves to  the  reverent  affection  of  their  towns- 
people. Their  monument  is  more  enduring  than 
brass. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Public  Library. — The  new 
building  erected  for  the  public  library  was  opened 
Sept.  2,  1869.  It  is  of  brick,  two  stories  in  height. 
It  has  a  frontage  of  50  feet  and  a  depth  of  140. 
The  entire  first  floor  is  devoted  to  library  pur- 
poses, including  reading-rooms,  chess  and  checker 
rooms,  librarian's  room,  and  book  cases.  On  the 
second  floor  are  the  offices  of  the  School  Board. 

The  building  is  on  leased  ground,  and  cost 
f  10,000.  On  one  side  is  a  handsome  lawn,  sur- 
rounded by  iron  railings.  The  book  cases  are 
separated  from  the  public  by  counters,  at  which 
books  are  given  out  and  returned.  To  the  right 
of  these  is  a  passage-way  to  the  reading-room,  in 
the  rear.  This  is  a  well-lighted  apartment  Sox  75 
feet  in  size,  with  high  ceiling.  Four  small  rooms 
adjoining  are  used  for  chess  and  checker  rooms, 
which  is  something  of  an  innovation.  This  library, 
which  now  numbers  upwards  of  15,000  volumes, 
was  first  opened  in  1876,  and  had  hitherto  occu- 
pied rented  quarters. — Library  Journal. 

Thomas  H.  Swope  has  purchased  a  piece  of 
ground  161  feet,  on  15th  street,  by  265  feet  deep, 
upon  which  he  proposes  to  erect  a  magnificent 
library  building  and  art  gallery,  to  be  presented  by 
him  10  the  city. 

Lafayette,  Ind.  Public  Library, —  The  new 
building  was  completed  and  occupied  early  in  the 
present  year.  Its  cost  was  about  $50,000,  and  it 
was  built  by  public  taxation.  The  entire  first 
floor  is  taken  up  by  the  library  and  reading-rooms, 
offices,  etc.,  and  the  upper  floor  is  used  for  high- 
school  purposes.  The  building  is  of  brick  with 
stone  dressing,  and  the  general  architectural  effect 
is  very  pleasing.  The  library  has  the  use  of  three 
large  rooms —  one  for  a  general  delivery-room, 
with  the  book  stacks  in  the  rear  and  conveniently 
arranged;  the  others  are  used  for  reading  and 
consulting  rooms.  The  library  numbers  about 
12,000  volumes. 


Lawrence,  Mass.  Public  Library.  —  The  trus- 
tees of  the  White  fund  have  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  city  government  to  erect  a 
library  building,  costing  $40,000,  the  city  to  accept 
the  same  for  thirty  years,  keep  it  in  repair,  and 
pay  an  annual  rental  of  $1,600.  The  plans  have 
been  adopted  and  the  work  is  in  progress.  The 
architecture  is  the  modem  Romanesque,  the  en- 
tire exterior  of  brownstone,  the  trimming,  same 
material  hammered. 

The  building  has  a  frontage  of  89  feet  on 
Haverhill  street,  and  a  depth  of  124  feet.  At 
the  northeast  comer  is  a  tower,  first  square,  then 
octagonal,  rising  to  a  height  of  70  feet  The 
entrance  b  through  this  tower  into  a  vesti- 
bule, whence  there  is  a  passage  into  the  delivery- 
room,  26  X  30  feet.  North  of  the  delivery-room, 
and  connecting  with  it  by  an  arch,  is  the  reading- 
room,  30  X  70  feet  in  size.  The  octagonal  end  on 
Haverhill  street  admits  light  through  six  small 
windows  and  one  large  one  10  feet  wide. 

At  the  northwest  side  is  the  reference-room, 
22  X  32,  connected  with  the  reading-room  by  two 
arches,  between  which  is  an  open  fireplace.  West 
of  the  reference-room  is  the  librarian's  room, 
17  X  27^  feet  in  size,  with  an  open  fireplace. 
The  book-room  is  a  rear  extension,  one  story 
higb»  37  X  45  ^^^^>  ^^^  ^  basement  6  feet  high. 
There  are  three  tiers  of  iron  book  stacks,  —  one  in 
the  basement,  one  on  the  main  floor,  and  one 
above  it.  The  estimated  capacity  is  75,000 
volumes.  The  library  now  contains  32,000.  The 
entire  woodwork,  except  that  of  the  book-room, 
is  oak.  On  the  second  floor  is  the  trustees'  room, 
I  Syi  ^^^  square,  and  a  hall,  30  x  60,  to  be  used 
as  a  lecture-room,  picture  gallery,  etc. 

Magnolia,  "Mass.  Public  Library,^ K  hand- 
some building,  costing  |8,ooo,  designed  by  Cum- 
mings  &  Sears,  architects,  of  Boston,  has  been 
erected.  The  lower  story  is  arranged  for  library 
and  reading-rooms,  and  the  upper  story  is  used 
as  a  lecture  and  concert  hall.  The  money  for 
the  enterprise  was  raised  by  private  subscriptions 
and  public  entertainments. 

Meadville,  Pa.  Thtological  School  Library. — 
This  library  building,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$6,000,  chiefly  contributed  by  Alfred,  Miss  E.  G., 
and  Prof.  F.  Huidekoper,  was  dedicated  June  4. 
It  is  a  substantial  fireproof  structure  of  stone  and 
brick.  There  are  three  commodious,  well-lighted 
and  well-ventilated  reading  and  study  rooms  and 
one  apartment  used  as  a  reference  library.    The 
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woodwork  of  the  interior  is  native  pine  in  its  natu- 
ral state.  The  heating  is  by  steam.  The  book- 
room  is  in  a  wing,  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
building  by  a  heavy  brick  wall.  It  has  a  capacity 
of  40,000  volumes. 

Memphis,  Tenn.  Cossitt  Library, ^Tht  con- 
struction of  the  Cossitt  Library,  now  in  progress, 
is  required  by  contract  to  be  finished  by  first  of 
July,  1891.  The  building  is  irregular  in  outline, 
but  has  a  frontage  of  131  feet,  by  an  extreme  depth 
of  1 10  feet.  The  style  of  architecture  is  Roman- 
esque. The  material  is  red  sandstone,  from  Mich- 
igan quarries.  The  window  courses,  caps,  gables, 
and  columns  are  made  quite  ornate  by  elaborate 
carvings. 

The  roof  is  of  red  tile.  The  building  stands 
well  up  above  the  street,  which  relieves  it  from 
what  might  be  otherwise  a  squatty  appearance. 
It  is  two  stories  in  height,  and  a  circular  tower  near 
the  centre  of  the  front  is  carried  far  above  the 
roof  of  the  main  structure,  and  is  finished  with 
open  belfry  and  sharp-pointed  tiled  roof. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  fa9ade  is 
the  entrance  porch  and  its  treatment  both  above 
and  below.  From  the  plaza  on  which  the  building 
stands,  the  porch  is  reached  by  a  flight  of  nine  broad 
stone  steps.  It  shows  three  faces,  each  pierced  by 
a  wide  arched  entrance.  The  arches  are  sup- 
ported by  five  polished  marble  columns. 

Each  of  the  faces  shows  a  gable  and  double 
arched  windows  in  the  second  story.  From  this 
entrance  wide  double  doors  open  into  the  vesti- 
bule, from  which  a  door  leads  into  the  delivery 
hall.  Near  the  vestibule  is  a  cloak-room.  Oppo- 
site the  main  entrance  is  a  spacious  fireplace,  at 
the  right  of  which  is  a  door  leading  into  the  com- 
mittee-room, in  the  rear;  and  still  further  to  the 
right  is  the  counter  for  the  delivery  of  books. 
Between  the  counter  and  the  book-room  in  its 
rear,  is  the  librarian's  desk.  Conveniently  placed 
are  stairways  and  also  a  lift  to  the  basement  and 
to  the  work-rooms  above.  At  the  left  of  the  deliv- 
ery hall  is  the  ladies'  reading-room,  provided  with 
a  fireplace  and  convenient  toilet-room.  The 
magazine-room  and  the  general  reading-room  are 
in  front  of  and  to  the  right  of  the  delivery  hall,  and 
are  connected  with  it  and  with  each  other  by  broad 
arched  openings.  They  are  admirably  lighted, 
and  so  placed  as  to  prevent  disturbance  of  the 
occupants  by  the  bustle  and  confusion  of  the 
delivery-room. 

The  south  end  of  the  reading-room  is  rounded 
at  the  comers,  and  shows  a  handsome  fireplace  at 


the  centre.  In  the  second  story  is  another  reading 
or  study  room,  the  passage  to  which  is  from  the 
delivery  hall  by  a  stairway  in  the  circular  tower. 
The  book-room  is  in  a  rear  extension,  one  story 
high,  and  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  added  to  as 
occasion  may  require.  The  windows  are  in  the 
side  walls  and  high,  so  as  to  permit  the  placing  of 
book  cases  along  the  walls  as  well  as  across  the 
centre  of  the  room.  The  present  capacity  of  this 
room  is  40,000  volumes.  The  cost  of  the  building 
is  to  be  about  >7  5,000.  Mr.  L.  B.  Wheeler,  of 
Memphis,  is  the  architect,  and  to  him  I  am 
indebted  for  information  respecting  the  plans, 
etc 

Menomonee,  Wis.  Tainter  Memorial  Library. 
—  This  building,  the  memorial  gift  of  Andrew 
Tainter,  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  about 
f  18,000.  It  was  opened  July  i,  1890,  with  5,000 
volumes.  The  property  has  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  corporation  for  management,  but  the 
library  is  practically  free  to  the  citizens.  There 
are  in  the  building,  in  addition  to  the  library  and 
reading-room,  a  public  hall  or  lecture-room,  and 
parlors  and  other  suitable  rooms  for  a  young  peo- 
ple's club. 

The  building  is  Romanesque  in  style,  and  is 
constructed  of  sandstone.  It  has  a  frontage  of 
80  feet  and  an  extreme  depth  of  90  feet.  Its 
height  is  two  stories  above  a  lofty  basement.  The 
library  and  reading-rooms  are  on  the  first  floor, 
and  the  book  stack  is  in  a  fireproof  wing.  The 
floor  of  the  library  is  tiled  with  marble.  The 
staircase  and  wainscoting  are  marble.  The  wood- 
work and  furniture  are  mainly  oak.  The  building 
is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
There  are  two  large  and  beautiful  memorial  win- 
dows—  one  for  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Tainter, 
who  erected  this  building  in  her  memory,  and  the 
other  designed  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Tainter  themselves. 

Middletown,  Mass.  Public  Library.  —  The 
people  voted  in  town  meeting  to  purchase  a  site 
and  erect  thereon  a  suitable  public  library  build- 
ing. The  town  pays  for  the  site,  and  will  take 
care  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  library. 
The  Flint  fund  of  $10,000  will  be  devoted  to  the 
erection  of  a  building.  The  Emerson  fund  of 
$10,000  will  be  set  aside  as  endowment,  the  income 
of  which  will  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
books.  The  new  building  will  be  a  handsome  and 
commodious  structure,  planned  in  accordance  with 
the  latest  ideas  on  .the  subject. 
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Milwaukee, Wis.  Pu6/ic Library.—  The  Legis- 
lature of  the  State,  at  its  last  session,  authorized 
the  city  of  Milwaukee  to  issue  its  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  ^60,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for 
a  public  library  and  museum  building.  In  like 
manner  it  is  proposed  to  ask  the  next  Legislature  to 
give  authority  to  the  city  to  raise  the  requisite  funds 
for  the  erection  of  a  building.  Mr.  Linderfelt 
writes:  "A  lot  has  been  purchased,  consisting  of  a 
piece  of  ground  nearly  35,000  square  feet,  comer 
of  Grand  avenue  and  9th  street,  which  I  am 
pleased  to  say  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
commanding  situations  in  the  city.  On  this  ground 
a  building  will  be  erected  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate both  the  public  library  and  our  extensive 
public  museum.  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  that 
the  building  will  be  as  good  as  it  can  be  made,  so 
far  as  construction  is  concerned,  and  imposing  archi- 
tecturally. We  shall  probably  require  about  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars  for  its  erection.  But  no 
detailed  plans  have  yet  been  made,  nor  can  any- 
thing be  done  toward  commencing  it  before  next 
spring  at  the  earliest." 

Mount  Holly  Springs,  Pa.  Free  Library.  — 
Miss  Amelia  S.  Given,  of  Mount  Holly  Springs, 
Pa.,  an  heiress,  has  given  the  little  mountain  vil- 
lage where  she  was  bom  a  free  library.  The  build- 
ing is  of  the  modern  renaissance  style,  while  the 
rooms  are  finished  in  Moorish  designs  and  fitted 
with  modem  conveniences  and  comforts. — Har- 
per's Weekly, 

Nebraska.  State  Library.  — Tht  library  was 
moved  into  its  new  quarters  in  the  second  story  of 
the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  in  August  last.  The 
library-room  is  75  x  30  feet,  and  has  one  gallery 
extending  around  all  sides  of  the  room,  reached 
by  spiral  stairways  at  the  corners.  Only  the  main 
floor  has  been  fitted  up,  and  this  has  a  capacity  of 
30,000  volumes.  The  gallery  will  be  occupied 
when  required.  All  the  woodwork,  including  the 
furniture,  book  cases,  etc.,  is  of  polished  oak. 
There  are  six  reading-tables.  The  ante-rooms,  of 
which  there  are  two,  are  used,  one  by  the  librarian 
as  an  office,  and  the  other  for  storing  Nebraska 
reports,  having  a  capacity  of  5,000  volumes.  The 
library  is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
There  are  two  large  open  fireplaces  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  room. 

Newark,  N.  J.  Public  Library. —  A  full  des- 
cription of  the  new  building  for  the  Newark  free 
public  library,  with  illustrations  of  the  exterior  and 


interior,  and  floor  plans,  is  given  in  the  Library 
journal  for  November,  1889.  The  new  building, 
which  seems  to  be  a  model  of  its  kind  and  admir- 
ably arranged,  was  formally  opened  to  the  public, 
with  appropriate  dedicatory  exercises,  on  the  even- 
ing of  Oct.  16,  1889.  The  capacity  of  the  shelving 
is  60^000  volumes,  which  can  be  easily  increased 
to  100,000.  The  present  number  of  volumes  is 
about  25,000. 

New  Haven,  Conn.  Public  Library.  —  The 
city  issued  its  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $100,000,  and 
takes  care  of  the  annual  interest.  The  proceeds 
of  the  bonds  amounted  to  $1 10,888.  Of  this  sum, 
$70,000  was  used  for  the  purchase  of  the  old 
Third  Church  property,  opposite 'the  green,  and  in 
a  very  convenient  and  satisfactory  location.  The 
remodeling  and  furnishing  of  the  building  are 
expected  to  cost  about  $30,000.  The  equipment 
is  intended  to  be  very  complete,  with  steam  heat- 
ing, electric  lighting,  and  special  attention  to  ven- 
tilation. The  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
about  the  ist  of  January  next.  The  old  church  is 
of  Portland  brownstone,  about  60  feet  wide  by 
about  120  feet  in  depth,  with  a  two-story  addition 
in  the  rear.  The  exterior  will  not  be  altered, 
except  that  skylights  will  be  placed  in  the  roof. 
The  interior  was  divided  into  nave  30  feet  wide, 
and  aisles  on  each  side  15  feet  wide,  with  columns 
supporting  the  roof  and  galleries  over  the  aisles. 
The  plan  is  to  leave  the  nave  still  open  to  the 
roof,  from  which  it  will  be  lighted  by  skylight,  and 
to  fill  in  the  space  between  the  columns  with 
glazed  partitions.  The  central  portion  of  the 
building  will  be  used  as  the  library  proper,  the 
public  delivery-room  occupying  the  front  for  about 
one  third  of  the  floor  space,  separated  by  a  counter 
from  the  book-room,  which  occupies  the  remain- 
der of  the  nave  and  the  rear  extension.  The 
galleries  will  be  reconstructed  and  used  for  book 
storage  when  required.  The  spaces  under  the 
galleries  on  either  side  will  be  used  for  reading- 
rooms.*  At  the  front  and  upon  the  right  and  left 
of  the  main  entrance  are  small  rooms  suitable  for 
librarian  and  assistants  for  work-rooms.  These 
are  so  arranged  that  the  supervision  of  the  several 
rooms  devoted  to  public  use  can  be  maintained 
with  great  economy  in  the  employment  of  assist- 
ants. The  catalogue  is  placed  near  the  reference- 
room,  and  the  card  catalogue  and  the  librarian  are 
located  conveniently  to  the  public  as.  well  as  the 
library  employes.  The  city  makes  an  annual 
appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  library,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  as 
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now  remodeled  will  suffice  for  its  needs  for  twenty 
years  to  come,  and  additions  can  then  be  made 
which  will  provide  for  a  much  longer  period. 

New  York  City.  Mercantile  Library,  —  Mr. 
Peoples  writes  that  the  new  building  for  the  N.  Y. 
Mercantile  Library  is  now  in  course  of  erection  on 
the  site  of  the  old  building  in  Astor  place  and 
8th  street.  The  lot  is  irregular,  measuring  159 
feet  on  8th  street,  149  feet  on  Astor  place,  52  feet 
on  the  end  which  faces  an  open  square,  and  98  feet 
on  the  opposite  end.  The  building  will  be  seven 
stories  high.  The  first  two  stories  will  be  of  pink 
sandstone. 

Above  this,  the  material  used  will  be  brick  of  a 
buff  color,  interspersed  with  sandstone.  The 
library  will  occupy  the  sixth  and  seventh  stories, 
and  will  be  reached  by  two  steam  elevators.  The 
other  stories,  from  the  first  to  the  fifth  inclusive, 
will  be  rented  for  stores  and  offices.  The  building 
will  be  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  throughout  by 
electricity.  The  sixth  floor  will  be  used  for  the 
reading-room  and  reference  department,  and  will 
be  17  feet  high.  The  circulating  department  for 
home  use  will  be  on  the  seventh  floor.  This  room 
will  be  25  feet  from  floor  to  roof.  We  shall  have 
windows  on  all  sides  and  a  skylight  in  the  roof. 
At  present  the  book  stack  will  be  two  tiers  high, 
of  7  feet  each.  The  storage  capacity  is  estimated 
at  800,000  volumes.  The  cost  of  the  building  will 
be  about  $500,000. 

North  Gran  by,  Conn.  Cossitt  Library,  —  The 
Springfield  Republican  of  April  26,  1890,  gives  a 
view  of  the  public  free  library  building  erected  at 
North  Granby.  Frederick  H.  Cossitt,  of  New 
York,  who  left  $75,000  for  a  library  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  left  also  $10,000  for  a  library  at  North 
Granby,  his  birthplace.  The  people  of  the  town 
contributed  funds  to  include  a  public  hall  in  the 
structure  and  leave  $5,000  for  the  permanent 
support  of  the  institution.  The  plans  were  drawn 
by  J.  D.  Sibley,  architect,  of  Middletown,  Conn. 
The  first  story  is  of  brick,  and  the  upper  story  of 
wood.  The  library  and  reading-room  are  in  the 
upper  story,  the  centre  of  the  room  being  devoted 
to  reading-tables,  and  the  book  cases  arranged  in 
alcoves  around  the  walls. 

The  interior  is  lighted  from  above  by  a  lantern 
in  a  dwarf  roof.  This  lantern  is  supported  by  ten 
columns,  and  contains  twenty-six  windows  of 
ground,  plain,  and  stained  glass,  producing  a 
pleasing  effect.  The  whole  woodwork  of  the 
interior    is  of   light  and  dark  colored   cypress. 


finished  in  the  natural  wood.  The  building  is 
heated  by  a  furnace.  There  is  a  neat  vestibule. 
The  architecture  is  unique,  and  the  general  effect 
is  said  to  be  pleasing. 

Olnbyville,  R.  I.  Public  Library.—'Tht  citi- 
zens have  undertaken  to  establish  a  public  library. 
Sufficient  subscriptions  have  been  secured  to 
assure  the  success  of  the  movement.  The  town 
is  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Plans  for  the  building  have  been 
adopted,  and  the  cost  is  estimated  at  $30,000* 
They  show  a  substantial  stone  structure  of  the 
modern  style  of  architecture,  two  stories  in  height, 
with  a  high  and  well-lighted  basement.  The  li- 
brary will  be  on  the  main  floor,  and  there  will  be 
separate  reading-rooms  for  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Carnegie  Public  Library.— 
Mr.  Jas.  6.  Scott,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Commis 
sion,  writes  imder  date  of  July  2,  1890:  "The 
Carnegie  Library  project  in  Pittsburgh  has  not 
more  than  started.  The  enterprise  is  now  await- 
ing a  decision  regarding  the  definite  location  of 
the  principal  buildings;  and  in  consequence  there 
are  yet  no  plans,  which  will  have  to  be  adapted  to 
suit  the  location  when  selected  and  secured.  In  a 
general  way  the  project  in  Pittsburgh  will  have  a 
central  organization,  which  will  include  the  library 
building,  hall,  picture-gallery,  and  museum.  There 
will  be,  in  addition,  four  or  five  branch  libraries,  to 
be  located  in  as  many  several  thickly  populated 
districts  of  the  city.  Mr.  Carnegie  has  definitely 
given  one  million  dollars  for  this  general  enter- 
prise. He  has  also  made  the  provision  for  a  rev- 
enue at  5  per  cent  of  another  million  dollars, 
said  revenue  to  be  specifically  spent  in  connection 
with  the  art  and  museum  features.  The  first 
million  is  given  outright  for  building  purposes, 
the  second  million  being  in  the  nature  of  an  en- 
dowment for  above  purposes. 

Portland,  Or.  Portland  Library.  —  This  is 
an  Association  Library,  established  in  1864.  It 
has  about  18,000  volumes,  a  membership  of  250, 
paying  annual  dues  of  $9.  By  the  sale  of  per- 
[>etual  memberships  a  book  fund  endowment  of 
$25,000  has  been  accumulated.  M.  W.  Fech- 
heimer,  for  many  years  a  director  of  the  Association, 
left  upon  his  death  a  bequest  of  the  value  of  about 
$5,000  for  building  purposes.  A  subscription  to 
enlarge  this  fund  was  started,  and  it  was  increased 
to  $45,000.  Oct.  I,  1889,  Miss  Ella  M.  Smith, 
of  Portland,  died,  leaving,  by  last  will  and  testa* 
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ment,  her  whole  estate,  valued  at  f  100,000,  to  the 
Association  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
building  for  the  library  and  maintenance  of  the 
same,  or  to  furnish  it  with  works  of  art.  Plans  for  a 
building  were  immediately  procured  from  Chamber- 
lain &  Whidden,  architects,  of  Boston,  a  half-block 
of  ground  in  a  central  location  was  purchased,  and 
the  erection  of  the  building,  to  cost  ^100,000,  was 
begun,  to  be  finished  in  1891. 

The  building  has  a  frontage  on  Stark  street  of 
64  feet  and  an  extreme  depth  of  144  feet.  It  is 
two  stories  in  height  above  a  high  basement.  The 
material  is  stone,  roof  of  slate.  The  entire  build- 
ing will  be  devoted  to  library  purposes,  and  will 
afford  spacious  reading-rooms  for  ladies  and  for 
gentlemen,  as  well  as  art-rooms,  study  or  lyceum 
rooms,  and  ample  book-storage  facilities.  The 
arrangement  of  the  rooms  is  according  to  the 
latest  approved  methods,  and  is  believed  to  be 
very  convenient.  The  heating  is  by  steam,  and 
special  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  architects  to 
ventilation  and  lighting. 

ROCKTON,  III.  Talcott  Free  Library. —  A  hand- 
some free  library  building  was  opened  in  Rockton, 
a  suburb  of  Rockford,  111.,  on  Aug.  22,  1889. 
The  building  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the 
Talcott  family  of  that  place,  and  Mr.  Thomas  B. 
Talcott  presented  nearly  1,000  volumes  as  a 
memorial  of  his  wife,  so  that  the  library  has  a  fair 
start 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  Public  Library. —VXzxi^  pre- 
pared by  Isaac  Taylor,  architect,  of  St.  Louis,  have 
been  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Education  for  a 
public-school  library  building,  to  be  erected  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  1350,000.  The  location  is  a 
central  one,  being  at  the  comer  of  9th  and  Locust 
streets.  The  building  is  designed  to  furnish  a 
revenue  from  business  uses  of  the  lower  floors, 
like  that  of  the  Mercantile  Library  in  the  same 
city.  It  is  to  be  127  x  112  feet  in  size,  six  stories 
high,  and  absolutely  fire  proof.  The  basement  and 
four  lower  floors  wiU  be  rented  to  one  tenant  for 
business  purposes,  probably  a  wholesale  dry-goods 
store.  The  Board  of  Education  will  use  the  fifth 
floor  for  its  offices,  committee-rooms,  etc.  The 
sixth  floor  will  be  given  up  wholly  to  the  library, 
and  will  be  arranged  in  the  most  convenient  man- 
ner. At  the  date  of  closing  this  report,  July  i, 
the  details  of  this  arrangement  have  not  been 
settled.  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Crunden  that  the 
plans  will  be  exhibited  at  the  conference  for  exam- 
ination and  criticism      The  entrance   to  the  li- 


brary will  be  at  the  west  end  of  the  building  on 
Locust  street.  There  will  be  an  elaborate  vesti- 
bule, the  walls,  floor,  and  ceiling  of  Italian  marble. 
A  marble  staircase  and  three  passenger  elevators 
will  land  the  visitor  to  the  library  floor  in  a  com- 
modious lobby,  from  which  doors  lead  to  the  pub- 
lic delivery-room.  Back  of  the  delivery  desk  is 
the  stack-room.  This  is  92  x  43  feet  in  size,  and 
runs  the  entire  length  of  the  building.  It  is  sep- 
arated from  the  delivery-room  by  a  glazed  parti- 
tion, which  affords  the  public  a  glimpse  of  the 
resources  of  the  library.  The  reading-room  is 
also  separated  from  the  delivery-room  by  an  orna- 
mental glass  partition,  8  feet  high.  At  the  west 
end  is  a  gallery  for  patent  documents.  There  are 
convenient  rooms  for  librarian,  for  cataloguers, 
for  reference  study,  toilet-rooms,  etc.,  etc  The 
heating,  ventilating,  and  electric  light  plant  are  in 
the  basement. 

San  Francisco,  C AL.  Mercantile  Library.  — 
The  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  San  Fran- 
cisco has  sold  its  property  for  $157,000  to  the 
Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  with 
the  privilege  of  occupying  that  part  of  the  premises 
used  by  the  library  at  a  monthly  rental  of  $500. 

A  new  site  has  been  purchased  for  $70,000, 
120  X  109  feet,  corner  of  Van  Ness  and  Golden 
Gate  avenues,  running  through  to  Elk  avenue  on 
the  north.  On  this  lot  a  five-story  brick,  stone, 
and  terra  cotta  building  is  being  erected,  which 
will  furnish  admirable  and  convenient  quarters  for 
the  library;  while  a  large  portion  of  the  building 
will  be  devoted  to  business  uses,  fr^m  which 
suflicient  revenue  will  oe  derived  to  take  care  of 
the  indebtedness,  maintain  the  building,  and  leave 
a  surplus  for  the  purposes  of  the  library. 

SCRANTON,  Pa.  Albright  Memorial  Library. — 
The  heirs  of  Joseph  J.  Albright,  late  of  Scranton, 
consisting  of  John  Joseph  Albright,  of  Buffalo, 
and  H.  C.  Albright,  Mrs.  James  Archbald,  and 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Bennett,  of  Scranton,  have  given  the 
homestead  lot,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  city, 
on  the  comer  of  Washington  avenne  and  Vine 
street,  for  the  purpose  of  a  library.  John  Joseph 
Albright  donates  the  building,  and  is  superin- 
tending its  erection.  The  value  of  these  gifts 
exceeds  $100,000.  It  is  to  be  known  as  the  Al- 
bright Memorial  Building,  in  honor  of  the  parents 
of  the  donors.  The  citizens  and  the  municipal 
authorities  supply  the  books  and  maintain  the 
library.  This  is  the  first  and  only  public  library 
in  Scranton. 
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Mr.  Albright  takes  very  great  interest  in  this 
enterprise,  and  has  visited  numerous  libraries, 
and  consulted  the  best-known  authorities,  with 
a  view  to  make  this  building  a  model  of  its 
kind.  It  has  been  so  planned  as  to  admit  of 
enlargement,  as  the  wants  of  the  public  and  the 
uses  of  the  building  require.  The  architects  are 
Messrs.  Green  &  Wicks,  of  Buffalo,  who  furnish 
the  following  description : — 

The  style  of  the  building  is  the  French  renais- 
sance of  the  Chateau  period.  The  lot  being  on 
the  corner,  we  have  adopted  the  "L"  shaped 
plan,  which  gives  in  its  re-entering  angle  a  court 
to  the  streets,  which  we  think  will  be  very  attrac- 
tive. The  long  side  of  the  "L"  is  36  x  132  feet, 
and  this  contains  the  entrance,  with  the  stairs  to 
the  second  story  and  reading-room,  32  x  50,  open 
to  the  roof,  with  a  gallery  around  it  8  feet  wide. 
It  is  divided  into  alcoves,  giving  quiet  places 
or  retired  nooks  for  special  reading.  Directly 
upon  entering  and  straight  ahead  are  the  stairs. 
To  the  left  of  this,  entering  directly  from  the  hall, 
are  the  delivery  desk  and  the  card  catalogues. 
These  are  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  used  from 
the  stack-room,  the  reading-room,  or  the  librarian's 
room.  To  the  right  of  the  entrance  is  a  news- 
paper-room, 32  X  32.  Directly  above  this  is  a 
lecture-room,  30  x  40,  combined  with  a  trustees* 
room,  which  may  be  used  as  a  small  class-room  or 
an  ante-room  for  the  hall  in  case  of  entertain- 
ments, etc.  The  book-room  or  stack-room  b  built 
in  the  **  L  **  of  the  building,  and  is  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  it,  having  a  brick  wall  with  fireproof 
doors  between.  Its  capacity  when  entirely  filled 
will  be  125,000  volumes.  It  is  thoroughly  well 
lighted,  the  windows  being  the  exact  width  of  the 
aisles  between  the  book  stacks.  Through  a  clever 
suggestion  of  Prof.  Dewey's  (and  this  is  only  one 
of  a  great  many)  the  first  floor  of  the  stack-room 
is  dropped  3^  feet  below  the  delivery-desk  floor, 
and  the  stacks,  being  7  feet  high,  places  the  next 
one  3>i  feet  above  the  delivery  floor ;  consequently 
it  gives  great  convenience  in  taking  books  from 
the  stack-room  to  the  desk,  as  a  boy  can  be  on 
each  floor  and  hand  books  to  the  delivery  clerk 
without  making  use  of  the  elevators. 

The  librarian's  room  is  in  one  comer  of  the 
stack-house.  Under  this  come^  the  bookbindery 
and  the  receiving-room,  entered  at  grade  directly 
from  the  outside.  The  whole  building  will  be 
heated  with  hot  water.  It  is  to  be  entirely  fire- 
proof throughout,  with  ample  plumbing  facilities. 

The  material  is  stone  for  the  foundation  and  up 
to  the  first-floor  window  sills.     Above  this  the 


building  is  to  be  of  Pompeian  brick,  enriched 
with  terra  cotta. 

Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Public  Library, — The  city, 
which  owns  a  lot  on  the  comer  of  6th  and  Douglas 
streets,  bought  for  library  purposes,  has  entered 
into  a  contract  with  a  private  corporation  to  erect 
thereon,  in  accordance  with  plans  furnished  by  the 
city,  a  building  costing  not  less  than  $25,000.  The 
city  on  its  part  agrees  to  pay  an  annual  rental  of 
6  f>er  cent  on  the  investment,  and  has  the  privi- 
lege of  buying  the  building  at  its  cost  price  at  any 
time  after  completion.  The  upi>er  part  of  the 
building  is  devoted  to  library  and  reading-room, 
while  the  city  oflices  take  up  the  ground  floor. 

Skaneatelks,  N.  Y.  Library  Association. — 
The  new  building  was  dedicated  Feb.  7,  1890,  with 
appropriate  addresses  by  oflicers  of  the  Association 
and  others  interested  in  library  work.  The  build- 
ing is  a  model  of  convenience  and  taste,  and  there 
is  much  enthusiasm  in  the  community  respecting  it. 

South  Dartmouth,  Mass.  Southworth  Li- 
brary.— The  Library  journal  oi  December,  1889, 
contains  a  view  of  the  library  building  presented  by 
John  H.  Southworth,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  his 
native  place.  South  Dartmouth,  near  New  Bedford. 
It  is  34  X  40  feet  in  size,  one  story  in  height,  and  has 
an  ample  porch.  It  is  of  rough  pasture  stone, 
trimming  of  brick,  sills  and  belts  of  rock-faced 
granite.  The  public-room  is  16  x  20  feet  in  size, 
book-room  12  x  20,  and  reading-room  20  feet 
square;  ceilings,  16  feet  in  height,  of  Florida  pine, 
divided  into  panels  by  ribs  of  California  redwood. 
The  woodwork  finish  is  also  of  redwood.  The 
building  cost  $5,000.  Mr.  Southworth  also  gave 
to  the  library  3,400  volumes. 

Toronto,  Ont.  Public  Library.  — A  branch  on 
Dundas  street  was  completed  and  occupied  last 
January.  It  is  of  brick,  30  x  90  feet  in  size,  the 
front  portion  two  stories  high.  There  is  a  general 
reading-room,  77  x  30  feet,  lighted  by  windows  on 
one  side,  and  by  skylights,  a  ladies*  reading-room, 
17  X  II  feet,  with  two  large  windows,  and  book 
counter  and  shelves.  The  second  story  is  occupied 
as  a  living  room  by  the  attendant,  who  receives 
$300  a  year,  with  free  fuel,  gas,  and  water.  The 
cost  of  the  building  was  $4,500;  fittings,  furnace, 
etc.,  $2,000  more.  The  reading-rooms  are  abund- 
antly supplied  with  magazines,  newspapers,  etc. 
Books  are  delivered  from  the  central  library  daily 
orders   being   transmitted    by   telephone.    Plan 
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have  been  prepared  for  an  addition  to  the  main 
library  building,  but  work  will  not  be  commenced 
thereon  antil  next  year.  The  addition  will  be 
91  z  68  feet  in  size,  and  will  be  fire  proof.  It  will 
be  devoted  principally  to  book  storage. 

Toronto,  Ont.  Unroersity  Library. — On  the 
evening  of  Feb.  14, 1890,  fire,  caused  by  the  over- 
turning of  a  lamp,  broke  out  in  the  east  wing  of 
the  main  building  of  the  University  of  Toronto. 
The  library  was  situated  on  the  second  floor  front 
of  this  wing,  and  was  completely  destroyed,  not  a 
thing  being  saved.  The  University  authorities  at 
once  set  on  foot  measures  for  replacing  the  library 
by  appealing  for  assistance  to  its  friends,  both  in 
England  and  America.  After  considerable  con- 
troversy over  the  matter,  it  has  finally  been  de- 
cided, in  rebuilding,  to  place  the  library  in  a  sepa- 
rate building,  specially  designed  for  it  Members 
of  the  faculty  and  governing  board  have  visited 
the  chief  libraries  in  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  investigation.  The  result  is,  that  the 
building  of  the  Michigan  University  Library,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  is  to  be  taken  as  the  model.  The 
general  characteristics  of  that  building  will  be 
adopted,  but  the  details  will  be  modified  somewhat 
to  suit  special  needs.  As  there  are  to  be  no  art 
galleries  in  the  Toronto  building,  those  portions 
so  used  at  Ann  Arbor  will  be  devoted  to  the  semi- 
naries, and  the  stacks  will  be  arranged  with  refer- 
ence to  their  convenient  use.  This  use  of  the 
second-floor  rooms  will  give  abundant  facilities 
for  special  students,  and  also  for  conversation- 
rooms.  The  stack  will  also  be  so  planned  as  to 
admit  of  indefinite  enlargement.  The  librarian's 
quarters,  and  the  work-rooms  in  connection  there- 
with, will  be  planned  on  a  more  liberal  scale  than 
at  Ann  Arbor. 

Trenton,  Mo.  Public  Library.  —  Mr.  Jewctt 
Norris,  for  thirty-five  years  a  resident  of  Trenton, 
made  to  the  School  Board  of  that  city  a  proposition 
that  he  would  give  the  sum  of  ^50,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  free  public 
library  and  reading-room,  on  the  condition  that  the 
board  would  procure  a  site,  erect  thereon  a  suitable 
building,  equip  it  with  furniture,  fixtures,  books, 
etc.,  and  provide  for  its  perpetual  m^tenance  as 
a  free  public  library.  He  stipulated  that  of  his 
gift  f 30,000  might  be  used  for  building  purposes, 
and,  when  the  building  is  completed,  equipped,  and 
in  running  order,  the  balance  of  his  gift  may  be 
invested  as  a  permanent  endowment.  The  board 
accepted  this  generous  offer,  and  at  once  purchased 


a  site  and  procured  plans  for  a  building  satis^- 
tory  to  Mr.  Norris.  The  work  of  construction  has 
begun,  and  the  building  is  to  be  completed  in  1891. 
It  is  a  very  handsome  two-story  structure  of  the 
modem  Romanesque  style  of  architecture,  of  stone 
and  brick,  with  a  square  tower  at  one  angle  and 
large  arched  windows.  There  is  a  spacious  deliv- 
ery-room, with  a  stack-room  in  the  rear,  and  there 
are  also  ample  reading-rooms,  which  will  be  sup- 
plied with  periodical  literature  of  the  best  class. 
The  building  will  be  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
complete  and  convenient  of  its  kind  in  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

WoLFBORO,  N.  H.  Brewster  Library,  —  The 
late  John  Brewster,  of  Cambridge,  left  upwards  of 
f  1,000,000  to  Wolfboro,  his  native  town,  to  be 
spent  for  the  intellectual  and  physical  well-being 
of  the  people.  Of  this  sum  $50,000  was  devoted 
to  the  erection  of  a  memorial  hall  and  library. 
The  building  is  conveniently  located,  and  is  most 
substantial  in  its  construction  and  imposing  in  its 
appearance. 

The  upper  story  is  used  as  a  hall  for  public 
gatherings,  while  the .  ground  floor  is  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  a  public  library  and  reading-room. 
The  building  was  dedicated  Feb.  21,  1890. 

Worcester,  Mass.  Public  Library.  —  The 
new  building,  which  is  now  being  put  up,  is  to  be 
used  in  connection  with  the  older  building,  being 
on  an  adjoining  lot,  and  united  with  the  earlier 
structure  by  passages  in  different  stories.  It  will 
not  be  finished  until  Jan.  i,  1891,  and  will  be  fully 
described  and  illustrated  before  that  time  in  the 
Library  journal^  and  perhaps  elsewhere.  The 
basement  is  of  granite;  the  rest  of  the  front  is 
of  freestone,  Pompeian  brick,  and  terra  cotta. 
The  basement  is  high,  and  is  to  be  used  as 
a  great  reading-room  for  newspapers.  The  three 
stories  above  this  will  be  occupied  by  the 
stack  for  the  reference  (Green  and  intermediate) 
libraries,  and,  in  the  rear,  a  large  room  for 
use  in  consulting  the  books  in  those  libraries,  a 
lecture-room,  a  seminary,  or  directors'  room, 
rooms  for  private  study,  a  room  for  art  publi- 
cations, a  cataloguing-room,  general  room  for 
librarian  and  assistants,  librarian's  private  room, 
etc.,  etc.  The  circulating  department,  reading- 
rooms  for  magazines  and  reviews,  scientific,  art, 
industrial,  and  literary  papers,  will  remain  in  the 
old  building.  The  new  building  alcove  the  base- 
ment is  to  be  kept  very  quiet.  No  books  are  to 
be  given  out  there  to  be  taken  home.    There  will 
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be  stairs  at  both  ends  of  the  new  building,  a 
large  elevator  for  the  use  of  attendants  only, 
generally,  but  so  situated  that  it  can  be  used  by 
the  public  when  necessary,  a  smaller  elevator  to 
be  used  in  the  stack,  besides  the  stairs  and 
elevator  in  the  older  building. 

Mr.  Green,  the  librarian,  from  whom  this  infor- 
mation is  derived,  informs  me  that  the  plans  of 
the  new  building  were  made  to  meet  the  particular 


wants  of  the  library  as  they  have  manifested  them- 
selves during  the  last  twenty  years ;  and,  as  those 
have  been  somewhat  peculiar  under  the  man- 
agement which  has  existed  in  those  years,  the 
plans  show  some  unusual  features.  No  further 
description  seems  called  for  until  a  later  time. 
The  interior  was  sketched  by  the  librarian.  The 
cost  of  the  new  building,  including  the  land,  will 
be  at  least  f  135,000. 


THE  PROCEEDINGS. 
Fabyan  House,  New  Hampshire,  Tuesday  -  Saturday,  September  9-13,  1890. 


FIRST  SESSION, 

(TUESDAY  EVENING,  SEPTEMBER  9.) 

F:  M.  Crunden,  President,  called  the  meeting 
to  order  at  9  P.  M.,  and  introduced  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  who  gave 
the  following  address  of  welcome :  — 

Hon.  James  W.  Patterson. — Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  American  Library  Association :  In 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  His  Excellency,  Gov. 
Goodell,  I  have  consented  at  the  last  moment  to 
come  here  this  evening,  and  bid  you  a  cordial 
welcome  to  this  high  place  of  our  small  State. 
We  do  not  boast  of  our  acreage,  but  what  we  lack 
in  latitude  and  longitude  we  make  up  in  altitude. 
If  any  of  you  doubt  this,  you  will  please  to  climb 
some  of  the  surrounding  mountains.  We  do  not 
boast,  sir,  of  the  multitude  of  our  libraries  or  of 
their  magnitude ;  but,  if  there  are  "  books  in  the 
running  brooks  and  sermons  in  stones,"  you  have 
come  into  the  neighborhood  of  one  of  the  largest 
libraries  in  New  England.  At  any  rate,  you  will 
find  here  pure  air,  magnificent  scenery,  and  warm- 
hearted men  and  women  to  welcome  you. 

Scattered  through  our  State,  there  are  many, 
though  perhaps  not  largely  represented  at  this 
meeting,  who  take  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  public  libraries. 
The  collection  of  books,  especially  the  public  col- 
lection of  books,  is  the  measure,  the  meter,  I  may 
say,  of  the  scholarly  spirit  of  the  community,  and 
determines  its  strength  and  its  character.  It  does 
more  than  this.  A  library  of  books  —  of  good 
books — is  a  creator  of  that  hunger  for  knowledge 
which  is  the  foundation  of  individual  and  public 
intelligence,  alike  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 


our  institutions,  to  the  prosperity  of  our  business, 
to  the  happiness  of  our  social  and  our  domestic 
life.  Therefore  libraries  should  supplement  all 
our  schools  of  learning.  Not  many  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  land  can  enjoy  the  advantages  of  our 
higher,  our  advanced  institutions  of  learning ;  but 
all  —  children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  alike  —  may 
avail  themselves  of  the  inexhaustible  treasures  of 
thought  that  have  been  accumulated  in  the  public 
libraries  of  the  country.  Why,  sir,  the  past  pours 
its  history,  its  customs,  its  science,  its  arts,  and 
all  the  rich  products  of  its  thought  down  to  the 
future;  so  that  civilization  is  a  movement,  not, 
as  Landor  says,  in  spirals,  but  in  continuous  prog- 
ress. It  does  more  than  this.  It  engenders 
an  inspiration  for  learning.  We  are  told  that 
Goethe,  by  reading  the  "Vicar  of  Wakefield," 
was  awakened  to  a  sense  of  the  mighty  spirit,  of 
the  vast  intellectual  powers  that  he  possessed; 
and,  thus  awakened,  he  afterwards  breathed  a  new 
vitality  into  the  German  tongue,  and  shed  a  light, 
not  only  upon  his  own  country,  but  upon  all  lands. 
And  so  our  own  countryman,  Prof.  Henry,  to 
whom  we  are  perhaps  more  indebted  than  to  any 
other  living  man  for  the  telegraph,  the  telephone, 
and  all  the  practical  uses  of  electricity,  was  turned 
into  the  main  drift  of  his  life  by  a  little  volume 
that  fell  into  his  hands  when  a  child.  And  so 
other  Goethes  and  other  Henrys  in  other  lands 
and  other  ages,  inspired  by  some  little  volume 
that  may  by  chance  fall  into  their  hands,  will 
kindle  a  flame  that  will  shed  a  light  upon  all 
succeeding  generations  and  all  countries.  We 
are  told  that  in  this  country  the  average  age  at 
which  children  leave  our  schools  is  fifteen,  and 
that    the  average  period  of  schooling  is  thirty 
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months ;  that  is,  three  years  of  ten  months  each. 
Now  consider  how  brief  the  period  which  is  given 
to  the  children  of  the  republic  in  which  to  fit 
themselves  for  the  grandest  and  most  responsible 
duties  that  ever  rested  upon  the  citizens  of  any 
country,  in  any  period  of  the  world's  history.  If 
we  are  to  maintain  self-government,  if  we  are  to 
succeed  in  the  competitions  of  business,  then  our 
children  must  secure  intelligence  as  to  the  nature 
of  government,  the  nature  of  business,  and  the 
sources  of  social  and  political  happiness.  With 
only  thirty  months'  schooling,  and  with  the  age  of 
fifteen  at  which  the  children  leave  the  schools, 
we  must  do  something  to  supplement  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people ;  and,  in  my  apprehension,  the 
newspapers,  and  the  magazines,  and  the  collec- 
tions of  books  in  the  libraries  in  our  country  are 
the  people's  university,  in  which  the  children  of 
this  country  are  to  be  fitted  for  the  political,  the 
business,  and  the  social  duties  which  must  devolve 
upon  them,  in  the  stirring  times  in  which  we  live, 
and  the  more  trying  times  that  are  to  come.  Sir, 
they  cannot  be  educated  as  a  whole,  or  any  large 
fraction  of  them,  in  our  universities  and  colleges. 
They  must  get  that  learning,  which  is  to  fit  them 
for  their  duties,  after  they  have  left  the  school ; 
and  where  shall  they  get  it,  if  they  don't  secure  it 
from  the  thought,  from  the  science,  from  the  art, 
which  has  been  handed  down  by  the  generations 
that  have  gone  before  ? 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  most  of  the  libraries  of 
this  country  have  come  into  existence  in  very  mod- 
ern times.  Before  the  Revolutionary  War  we  had 
but  few  libraries  in  this  country ;  very  few  indeed, 
and  for  the  most  part  they  were  connected  with 
our  older  colleges  or  in  the  larger  cities.  During 
and  immediately  subsequent  to  the  revolutionary 
I>eriod,  the  people  were  too  poor  to  collect  libraries 
for  the  use  of  the  children  of  the  country;  and 
their  number  increased  very  slowly  until  within 
the  last  fifty  years, —  no,  I  may  say  thirty  years. 
Since  then  they  have  increased  with  great  rapidity ; 
and  this  to  my  mind  is  evidence,  notwithstanding  the 
pessimistic  views  we  hear  on  all  sides,  that  the  ad- 
vance of  the  people  and  the  growth  of  civilization 
is  constant.  There  may  be  corruption  in  public 
and  in  private  life,  but  there  is  a  growing  intelli- 
gence among  the  people  of  this  country,  as  well  as 
of  other  countries,  and  in  that  we  find  hope  for 
the  future;  in  that  I  anchor  my  faith  that  our 
institutions  will  be  maintained,  and  that  the 
prosperity  of  our  country  will  continue. 

In  my  own  State  —  in  this  little  State,  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  sir — we  had  perhaps  five  libra- 


ries before  the  Revolutionary  War;  hardly  that 
number,  I  think,  but  we  will  call  it  five.  Some  of 
these  were  private  libraries,  or  we  might  say  town 
libraries.  Of  course  the  college  library  is  the  old- 
est, or  one  of  the  oldest.  We  had  a  library  estab- 
lished at  Exeter,  one  at  Rochester,  and  one  or  two 
connected  with  old  schools  that  have  perished.  I 
remember  a  small  country  town  in  which  there 
was  an  academy  in  which  Chief  Justice  Chase  was 
fitted  for  college,  and  in  which  he  laid  the  founda- 
tions for  that  education  that  made  him  the  leading 
statesman  of  this  country.  That  academy  is  dead, 
and  the  library  connected  with  it  is  dead;  but  there 
is  an  odor  hanging  about  the  old  town  still  that 
is  good  for  one  to  realize  when  he  goes  there. 
There  is  another  library,  one  of  the  old  libraries 
that  you  will  allow  me  just  to  speak  of,  the  one 
established  in  the  last  century  in  the  town  of  Wal- 
pole.  There  was,  I  think,  one  quite  as  early  at 
Peterboro,  but  this  at  Walpole  was  started  by  the 
friend  of  Daniel  Webster,  Jeremiah  Mason,  the 
great  lawyer.  As  a  very  young  man  he  established 
himself  in  that  little  town ;  and  the  first  thing  he 
did  after  going  there  was  to  get  together  some 
books,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  the  town  library, 
he  himself  acting  as  librarian.  When  his  reputa- 
tion began  to  widen,  and  his  business  to  increase, 
he  went  to  Portsmouth ;  and  it  was  there  that  he 
came  into  that  series  of  conflicts  with  the  great 
Webster,  which  developed  the  powers  of  both,  and 
led  Mr.  Webster  to  pronounce  him  the  greatest 
lawyer  that  he  had  ever  met.  He  was  a  man  of 
massive  intellect,  as  he  was  of  massive  frame. 
Well,  sir,  I  apprehend  that,  among  the  many  things 
for  which  Jeremiah  Mason  will  be  remembered, 
there  will  be  nothing  more  pleasing,  nothing  that 
will  fix  the  affections  of  mankind  upon  him  more 
than  the  fact  that,  early  in  life,  as  a  young  man,  he 
established  that  library,  and  undertook  himself 
the  labors  of  librarian.  Why,  sir,  the  librarians 
of  the  country, —  what  are  they  ?  They  are  the  min- 
isters of  a  revelation  from^the  past  to  the  future. 
Its  thought,  its  study,  its  inventions,  its  discus- 
sions,—  all  that  it  has  achieved  that  is  grand  and 
permanent,  has  been  revealed  to  the  future  through 
these  books.  And  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  are 
the  ministers  at  the  altar  of  this  revelation.  God 
grant  that  the  number  of  synagogues  where  you 
serve  may  be  increased.  Our  own  State,  I  be- 
lieve, was  one  of  the  foremost  to  pass  the  right 
kind  of  a  law  for  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  libraries.  I  understand  the  librarians  of 
the  State  now  propose  to  form  a  State  organiza- 
tion.    I  hope  they  may  prosper  in  this.     While 
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technical  duties  of  the  libraiian  are  not  in  my  line 
of  work,  my  whole  heart  is  bound  up  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  school  libraries,  not  subservient  to, 
but  a  part  of  the  educational  system  of  the  State, 
wrought  into  the  laws  that  establish  our  system  of 
education,  and  guarded  and  guided  by  those  who 
administer  the  educational  affairs  of  the  State. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  let  me  again  offer  a  hearty 
welcome  to  the  librarians  of  America,  to  this 
blessed  old  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Pres.  Crunden.  — I  have  the  honor  to  thank 
you,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
for  your  cordial  welcome,  and  still  more  for  those 
words  of  commendation  and  encouragement  which 
you  have  uttered.  Your  encomium  of  the  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  frees  us  from  the  fear  we 
may  have  had  that  we  were  too  much  given  to 
magnifying  our  office.  We  are  glad,  sir,  to  meet  in 
this  picturesque  spot,  among  these  beautiful  moun- 
tains of  your  Granite  State ;  a  State  whose  impor- 
tance is  not  to  be  measured  by  her  acreage  or  the 
fruitfulness  of  her  soil ;  a  State  that  may  say  with 
pride  that  men,  sturdy,  self-reliant  men  and 
women  who  have  gone  through  all  this  land  to  set 
an  example  of  energy,  industry,  and  enterprise,  are 
the  chief  product  of  her  rugged  soil,  and  her  prin- 
cipal export.  We  have  among  us  some  of  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  New  Hampshire,  who  have  gone 
out  on  this  civilizing  errand,  and  we,  strangers 
here,  esteem  ourselves  fortunate  to  behold  this 
scene,  and  to  join  the  yearly  throng  of  those  who, 
like  Antaeus,  return  to  their  mother  to  renew  their 
strength  for  future  contests.  A  stem  and  rugged 
mother  she  is,  a  mother  with  a  Spartan  disposition ; 
but  her  knowledge  of  her  sons  measures  her  dis- 
cipline, and  her  severities  are  merely  those  of  the 
wise  and  far-seeing  parent,  who  has  more  regard 
to  her  children's  future  welfare  and  success  than 
to  their  present  ease  and  comfort.  Again  I  thank 
you  for  your  cordial  welcome.  Your  words  of 
wisdom  will  be  treasured  in  the  memories  of  those 
who  heard  you,  and  will  be  preserved  in  our  records 
for  the  inspiration  of  those  who  come  after  us. 

Now,  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association,  I  have  something  more 
formal  to  say. 

president's  address. 

Pres.  Crunden  then  read  his  address. 
{S^ep,  /.) 

Sec.  Dewey  made  extemporaneously  his 
secretary's  report. 

The  necessity  for  a  secretary's  report  has  been 
almost  entirely  done  away  with  by  our  system  of 


annual  reporters.  The  title  on  the  program, 
*•  Past,  Present,  and  Future  of  the  A.  L.  A.,"  was 
put  there  without  my  knowledge.  I  will  make 
only  two  or  three  points,  for  it  is  10  P.  M.,  and  I 
think  the  immediate  future  of  the  A.  L.  A.  should 
be  in  bed.  We  have  spent  fifteen  years  in  this 
work.    What  have  we  done  ? 

The  report  of  a  little  conversation,  of  which  I 
heard  a  day  or  two  ago,  may  serve  better  than  to 
discuss  the  point.  A  man  who  does  not  attend 
our  meetings,  though  a  prominent  librarian,  said 
to  another :  "  What  good  is  the  A.  L.  A.  ?  what 
has  it  accomplished?"  And  the  answer  was  so 
good  and  so  true  that  I  give  it  to  you.  He 
said :  **  For  one  thing,  it  has  made  you  a  great 
deal  better  librarian  than  you  otherwise  would 
have  been."  And  it  was  true.  For  you  could 
put  your  finger  on  individual  cases  where  that 
man  had  waked  up,  and  reached  out,  and  done 
work  that  he  would  not  have  thought  of  but  for 
the  A.  L.  A.  My  friend  said :  "  All  your  work  is 
measured  by  new  standards.  You  don't  dare  do 
work  now  that  you  thought  satisfactory  before." 

The  A.  L.  A.  has  already  accomplished  a  great 
deal,  but  I  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  we 
should  go  earnestly  and  rapidly  forward.  I  would 
like  to  adopt  the  motto  of  the  "  Fabian  Society." 
Some  feel  disappointed  if  they  fail  to  get  every- 
thing wanted  at  an  early  day.  That  society  be- 
lieves it  wiser,  instead  of  pushing  agitation  with- 
out due  consideration,  to  bide  their  time;  and 
their  motto  applies  thoroughly  to  our  purpose : 
"  For  the  right  moment  you  must  wait,  as  Fabius 
did  most  patiently  when  warring  against  Hanni- 
bal, though  many  censured  his  delays.  But  when 
the  time  comes,  you  must  strike  hard^  as  Fabius 
did,  or  your  waiting  will  be  in  vain  and  fruitless." 
We  have  waited  patiently  these  fifteen  years  for 
many  things  which  ought  to  be  done  by  this 
Association.  Our  iron  is  now  hot.  Let  us  strike 
hard. 

Now  a  word  as  to  the  scope  and  function  of  the 
American  Library  Association.  Its  field  of  work 
is  very  much  like  that  of  the  public  school  society, 
or  other  societies  that  recognize  some  great  good 
which  the  public  is  not  yet  ready  to  take  up.  It 
is  as  when  some  man  believes  a  thing  to  be  for  the 
public  good,  e.  g.  opening  a  new  street,  and  does 
it  at  his  own  expense.  After  a  few  years  the  town 
recognizes  its  value,  and  is  glad  to  take  it  off  his 
hands  and  pay  for  it.  As  a  result  of  the  early 
missionary  work  of  the  public  school  society  and 
similar  agencies,  every  State  now  has  its  system  of 
public  schools  as  much  as  its  system  of  govem- 
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ment  An  entirely  analogous  process  of  educa- 
tion is  going  on,  till  the  public  library  has  its 
place  as  the  necessary  complement  of  the  public 
school,  and  the  A.  L.  A.  has  this  work  to  do.  Bat 
we  cannot  afford  to  do  it  always.  Librarians,  as  a 
class,  are  underpaid.  We  are  poor.  It  is  absurd 
that  this  great  work,  of  the  highest  public  impor- 
tance, should  be  maintained  at  the  cost  of  men  on 
notoriously  insufficient  salaries.  In  the  language 
of  Emerson,  we  should  "  hitch  our  wagon  to  a 
star."  I  believe  the  public  is  now  educated  to  a 
point  where  the  States  and  the  United  States  are 
ready  to  help  in  this  work,  if  we  are  wise  and 
do  not  undertake  too  much.  The  State  Superin- 
tendent of  New  Hampshire,  in  his  address  of  wel- 
come tonight,  voiced  the  feeling  of  the  best  edu- 
cators of  the  country  and  of  the  world.  It  is  not 
a  local  movement ;  it  is  not  a  matter  of  any  State, 
or  the  United  States  alone,  though  I  am  proud 
to  say  that  in  this  we  lead  the  world.  The  sphere 
of  our  work  is  as  widely  extended  as  civUization. 
We  have  come  to  the  recognition  of  a  new  and 
prodigious  force,  that  must  work  side  by  side 
with  the  schools.  The  wiser  ones  of  those  who 
look  after  the  education  of  the  people,  see  that 
schools  are  only  the  first  step  in  education.  They 
are  now  laboring,  not  only  for  those  who  can  go 
to  higher  schools  and  colleges,  but  also  for  those 
who  must  stay  at  home,  and  for  those  who,  after 
leaving  the  institutions  of  learning,  must  come 
within  our  library  field  if  they  wish  to  continue 
their  education  through  life.  I  know  of  no  intelli- 
gent student  of  education  who  does  not  admit  that 
the  position  is  well  taken  that  the  library  is  the 
college  for  the  people,  that  it  reaches  all  classes  of 
people,  and  that  it  reaches  all  through  life.  Edu- 
cation must  go  further  than  to  give  the  little  taste 
of  learning  here  and  there,  as  is  done  in  the  high 
school  and  college.  Even  at  the  best,  those  of  us 
who  look  back  know  how  little  came  from  the 
college  course,  and  how  much  from  reading  after- 
wards. The  problem  is  to  go  on  through  life 
with  one's  education.  If  this  b  so,  it  is  high  time 
the  State  recognized  it  practically.  The  President 
has  mentioned  some  very  significant  recent  legisla- 
tion in  New  York.  The  work  is  going  forward. 
The  question  before  us  is.  What  can  we  do? 

One  of  the  things  I  believe  essential  is  the 
organization  of  State  associations.  Of  this  I  shall 
have  more  to  say  on  Thursday,  at  our  N.  Y. 
Library  Association  meeting,  to  which  you  are  all 
most  cordially  invited.  We  shall  then  confer  as 
to  the  work  such  associations  can  do.  Lest  some 
fail  to  understand  our  motive,  I  may  say  that  we 


hesitated  to  organize  any  new  body.  I  often  think 
I  would  like  to  join  one  more  society ;  that  is,  a 
society  to  prevent  the  formation  of  new  societies. 
I  hesitated  many  years  before  taking  the  steps 
which  led  to  the  N.  Y.  Library  Association. 

We  want  to  see  what  we  can  do  for  New 
York  library  interests  Thursday.  Our  New  Hamp- 
shire friends  will  try  to  do  something  better  for 
public  libraries  than  New  York.  Nineteen  people 
got  together  the  other  day,  and  discussed  the 
same  problem  in  Iowa.  In  every  State,  sooner 
or  later,  a  little  coterie  will  make  such  an  associa- 
tion. If  only  three  earnest  men  form  such  an 
association,  they  might  do  more  good  than  300 
members  who  are  only  half-hearted.  Every  news- 
paper is  open  to  this  work,  as  is  every  educational 
convention.  Every  man  interested  in  public  prog- 
ress is  open  to  it,  and  ready  and  willing  to  hear 
our  theory  of  libraries,  and  he  will  help  if  we  give 
him  a  chance.  These  State  Associations  should 
lead  in  every  State  to  a  law  that  exempts  all 
library  property  from  taxation;  that  gives  a 
proper  distribution  of  public  documents  and  vari- 
ous other  privileges ;  that  requires  a  sworn  rei>ort 
for  public  printing  to  the  State  librarian,  or  to 
some  other  officer  who  should  correspond  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  that  pro- 
vides some  central  office,  to  do  the  work  which 
the  Regents*  office  in  New  York  and  the  new 
commission  of  Massachusetts  hope  to  do.  The 
new  law  in  New  Hampshire  points  this  way. 
The  best  library  men  in  Massachusetts,  the  home 
of  the  library,  say  that  most  libraries  in  their  State 
could  do  double  the  good  they  are  now  doing,  if 
they  could  have  the  best  guidance  and  help  from 
the  State.  How  far  to  go,  we  shall  learn  by  trial. 
There  is  certainly  a  great  field  in  the  mere  giving 
of  information  to  those  starting  new  libraries,  or 
reorganizing  old  ones,  and  in  doubt  what  cata- 
logs to  make,  what  books  to  buy,  what  help  to 
employ.  All  such  would  be  only  too  glad  if  they 
could  have  the  assistance  of  a  central  office. 

There  is  also  a  great  work  to  be  done  by  the  na- 
tional government.  We  have  a  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, happily  now  in  charge  of  a  man  in  thorough 
sympathy  with  libraries ;  for  Commissioner  Harris, 
when  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  St.  Louis,  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  library  over  which 
our  honored  President  presides.  We  have  also 
with  us  tonight  Colonel  Weston  Flint,  one  of  our 
old  members,  and  now  happily  the  statistician  of 
the  Bureau.  It  seems  an  auspicious  time  to  begin 
national  library  work  at  Washington.  The  Bu- 
reau of  Education  has  no  more  important  work 
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before  it  than  to  make  a  distinct  library  section. 
The  best  thinkers  favor  a  library  section  that  can 
devote  its  entire  fostering  attention  to  the  library 
interests  of  the  United  Stotes.  We  have  over 
5,000  big  and  little  libraries  on  the  list.  Some  of 
our  best  A.  L.  A.  material  and  some  of  the  annual 
reports  and  papers,  giving  the  best  thought  on 
certain  subjects,  should  be  printed  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  made  available  to  all  these  libraries. 
Though  we  do  now  an  admirable  work,  we  can 
and  ought  to  do  a  great  deal  better.  Not  one  li- 
brary in  ten  ever  sees  our  proceedings.  There  are 
not  copies  enough  printed  to  give  every  fifth  li- 
brary one.  If  printed  by  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, that  difficulty  would  be  overcome  by  its 
edition  of  20,000  or  upward,  which  would  supply 
every  eager  applicant  freely.  What  is  your  judg- 
ment in  regard  to  this  ?  As  with  the  States,  so 
with  the  national  government  —  we  should  "  hitch 
our  wagon  to  a  star.*'  The  States  and  the  gen- 
eral government  not  only  could  well  afford  to  do  it, 
but  they  cannot  afford  not  to  do  it. 

We  ought  to  double  our  membership  next  year 
and  to  double  it  again  the  year  after.  We  are  not 
strong  enough.  I  shall  move  later  that  there  be 
prepared  for  the  use]of  our  members  a  little  folder, 
similar  to  our  small  program,  perhaps,  containing 
a  list  of  our  annual  meetings,  the  officers  for  the 
year,  and  other  interesting  facts,  with  a  statement 
of  what  the  A.  L.  A.  aims  and  hopes  to  accom- 
plish, and  a  cordial  invitation  to  join  with  us. 
People  who  know  nothing  of  this  association  often, 
on  learning  its  objects,  say  at  once  that  they 
would  like  to  join  it.  The  number  of  our  mem- 
bers who  have  made  a  distinct  effort  to  secure  new 
members  is  very  small.  Very  few  come  in  except 
through  individual  efforts.  My  proposition  is  to 
print  a  little  folder,  containing  the  statements  in- 
dicated, with  instructions  where  to  send  the  fees, — 
all  in  the  compass  of  perhaps  four  pages  about  the 
size  of  a  postal  card, — and  to  give  to  every  member 
as  many  as  he  can  use. 

Where  shall  we  hold  our  next  annual  meeting  ? 
This  question  in  geography  is  a  pretty  serious 
thing.  We  have  pressing  invitations  to  go  next 
year  to  San  Francisco,  which  certainly  offer  great 
attractions.  But  I  think  the  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  we  shall  have  biennially  a  general  national 
meeting,  and  get  all  our  best  men  together  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  Association, 
except  at  this  general  meeting,  could  divide,  and 
meet  in  four  or  five  sections  of  the  country ;  the 
North  Atlantic  States  at  some  convenient  place 
for  that  section,  as  would  also  the  Lake  States, 


the  Pacific  Coast,  and,  as  interest  and  libraries 
increased,  the  South  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf 
States.  These  four  or  five  meetings  of  li- 
brarians by  sections  would  thus  reach  a  large 
class  of  small  libraries,  whose  officers  think 
they  cannot  afford  to  travel  long  distances,  yet 
who  would  like  to  come  in  contact  with  other 
librarians,  and  get  new  inspiration  for  their  work. 

I  have  several  propositions  to  bring  up  at  the 
proper  time  at  this  meeting,  for  I  believe  we  ought 
to  make  this  week  a  point  of  distinct  advance ;  that 
the  time  is  thoroly  ripe  for  it ;  that  in  the  different 
States,  the  different  departments  of  education, 
the  national  government,  all  the  way  thru,  it  is  a 
singularly  happy  time,  and  we  shall  make  a  mis- 
take if  we  do  not  move  now.  We  have  waited  1 5 
years,  and  the  "  iron  is  now  hot."  Let  us  at  this 
Fabyan  House  meeting,  in  confidence  and  strength, 
as  did  Fabius,  "  strike  hard." 

Pres.  Crundkn.  —  Our  Secretary  began  by  de- 
claring himself  to  be  a  Fabian,  but  he  concluded 
by  showing  that  he  held  simply  to  the  last  part  of 
Fabius*  policy ;  that  is,  striking  hard. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  ST.  LOUIS  PROCEEDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Secretary  Dewey,  it  was  voted 
that  the  following  words  be  inserted  at  the  end  of 
page  277  of  the  printed  report  of  the  St.  Louis 
Conference :  TTu  result  of  the  ensuing  ballot  was 
the  election  of  the  five  persons  first  mentioned  on  the 
above  list. 

The  printed  proceedings  as  thus  amended  were 
approved. 

STENOGRAPHER. 

S:  S.  Green.  —  I  now  move  that  in  the  future,  as 
to-day,  a  stenographer  be  employed  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  the  Association.  I  am  led  to  make 
this  motion  because  I  find  it  of  great  advantage  in 
another  organization  of  which  I  am  a  member. 
Within  a  year  or  two.  The  American  Antiquarian 
Association  has  employed  a  stenographer.  As  a 
result,  a  great  many  things  which  are  said  in  our 
meetings,  which  were  formerly  lost,  are  now  re- 
ported in  the  proceedings.  When  a  gentleman 
makes  extended  remarks,  they  are  sent  to  him  for 
revision.  The  committee  of  publication  of  course 
does  not  publish  everything  as  presented  by  the 
stenographer;  but  the  full  report,  thus  obtained, 
makes  the  published  proceedings  much  more  inter- 
esting, and  of  greater  value. 

Sec.  Dewey. — I  move  that  motion  be  laid  on 
the  table.  That  is  the  most  obvious  thing  to  do. 
We  are  trying  an  experiment  this  year.  We  have 
the  stenographer  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Al 
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bany,  one  of  the  best  we  could  obtain.  We  had 
two  at  our  New  York  meeting  in  1877,  but  the 
work  was  not  a  great  success.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion to  organize  a  little  reporting  staff  of  our  own 
members,  who  could  divide  the  duty  and  get  a  good 
report.  There  are  other  aspects  to  the  matter 
with  which  Mr.  Green  will  sympathize ;  first,  to 
get  a  good  stenographer  to  report  our  proceed- 
ings, ought  to  cost  us  for  the  amount  of  talking 
we  do  here,  over  ^200  for  the  notes  transcribed*; 
secondly,  this  g^ves  so  large  a  mass  for  publication 
as  to  largely  increase  our  printing  bills ;  and,  finally, 
it  is  a  very  bard  thing  indeed  for  a  stenographer 
who  is  not  a  librarian  to  make  a  report  that  will 
come  out  all  right.  As  he  transcribes  his  brief 
outlines  he  sometimes  makes  marvelous  blunders. 
I  am  talking  about  good  stenographers  now. 

Motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

Adjourned  at  10.30  P.  M. 

SECOND  SESSION, 

(WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  SEPTEMBER  10.) 

Pres.  Crunden  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 

9.3s  A.  M. 

W:  E.  Foster  read  the 

report  of  the  finance  committee, 
which  was  received  and  placed  on  file. 

The  Finance  Committee  begs  leave  to  report 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Associa- 
tion passed  at  the  last  meeting  (at  St.  Louis,  May 
9,  1889),  I400  of  the  Association's  funds  was 
placed  on  interest  at  4  per  cent,  in  the  Grand 
Rapids  Savings  Bank,  Aug.  26,  1889,  as  a  special 
"  time  deposit." 

The  advantages  of  such  a  course  are  not  only 
that  funds  derived  largely  from  life  memberships 
are  in  this  way  placed  where  they  will  be  most  pro- 
ductive, but  that  the  taking  of  so  large  a  sum  from 
the  funds  currently  drawn  on  relieves  the  Associa- 
tion from  the  temptation  to  enter  inconsiderately 
upon  large  expenditures. 

William  E.  Foster. 
Charles  C.  Soule. 

W.  S.  BiscoE  read  the 

report  of  the  co-operation  committee. 

The  report  of  the  Cooperation  Committee  this 
present  year  must  be  brief,  and  in  the  nature  of 
inquiry  and  suggestions  rather  than  a  record  of 
accomplished  work.  From  the  discussion  at  the 
last  meeting  it  is  evident  that  its  field  of  work 
and  what  it  is  proper  for  it  to  do,  is  not  well  de- 
fined in  the  minds  of  members  of  the  Association. 


Its  work  ill  the  past  has  been  perhaps  most 
largely  in  the  way  of  recommendations  of  best 
methods  and  appliances,  as  a  guide  to  the  small 
libraries  just  beginning  work.  This  phase  of  its 
work  was  most  successfully  accomplished  when 
all  its  members  were  taken  from  one  city  and  its 
vicinity,  and  could  meet  for  frequent  consultation 
and  study  of  details.  It  seems  to  your  conunittee 
that  this  branch  of  work,  if  continued,  should 
again  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  could 
thus  consult  and  work  together. 

The  report  on  cooperative  work,  which  had 
been  done  by  others  outside  the  committee,  seems 
to  belong  to  a  yearly  reporter,  or  perhaps  is 
already  largely  covered  by  the  report  on  cata- 
logues, and  should  not  be  done  by  the  present 
committee. 

The  remaining  branch  of  work,  viz.  the  biblio- 
graphical as  distinguished  from  the  library  econ- 
omy, first  spoken  of,  is  a  wide  field,  and  admits  of 
indefinite  extension.  It  has  seemed  to  some  of 
your  committee  that  this  perhaps  belongs  to  the 
Publishing  Section,  and  should  be  turned  over 
to  them  entirely.  It  seems  desirable  that  there 
should  be  an  expression  of  views  by  the  Associa- 
tion, and  that  the  duties  of  the  committee  should 
be  more  clearly  defined.  Does  the  Publishing 
Section  aim,  as  a  rule,  to  prepare  material  as  well 
as  to  publish  it  ?  or  does  it  expect  matter  to  be 
prepared  and  submitted  to  it  either  by  individuals 
or  cooperative  work,  which  it  will  then  print  and 
distribute  ? 

If  this  kind  of  work  is  expected  from  the  Co- 
operation Committee,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  work 
to  be  undertaken  should  be  decided  on  by  the 
whole  Association  rather  than  by  a  small  com- 
mittee. 

We  wbuld  suggest  that  the  members  of  the 
Association  hand  in  to  the  committee  brief  state- 
ments of  such  work  as  they  desire  to  have  done 
by  cooperation ;  that  these  be  read  and  perhaps 
posted  up  for  the  information  of  the  Association ; 
and  that  then  a  written  ballot  be  taken,  each 
member  designating  his  first  choice  of  work,  and 
signing  it,  and  that  the  committee  from  this  vote 
make  its  selection  of  work  for  the  coming  year. 

For  this  bibliographical  work  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  members  of  the  committee  be  from  one 
place,  as  the  necessary  consultation  can  be  done 
by  correspondence.  If  these  two  features  are  to 
be  preserved  in  one  committee,  we  would  recom- 
mend that  the  committee  be  increased  to  five 
members,  three  of  whom  should  be  so  situated 
that  they  can  easily  come  together  for  consultation. 
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E.  C.  Richardson  read  Miss  C.  M.  IIewins's 

REPORT  ON  THE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  AS  IT  IS. 

The  first  impression  of  a  visitor  to  the  Library 
School,  in  its  present  lofty  and  spacious  quarters, 
is  of  unbounded  light  and  air.  Instead  of  the  old, 
ill-ventilated  room  at  Columbia,  the  school  has 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  third  story  of  the  Cap- 
itol, overlooking  the  steep  streets  of  Albany,  the 
Hudson,  and  the  Catskills.  The  windows  admit 
all  the  winter  sunshine,  and  the  room  has  no  dark 
comers.  A  smaller  room  adjoining  is  used  for 
lectures  and  the  Bibliothecal  Museum. 

Is  the  change  of  place  a  loss  or  a  gain  ?  A  loss, 
so  far  as  opportunities  for  visiting  libraries,  print- 
ing and  publishing  houses,  and  binderies  are  con- 
cerned. It  is  easy,  however,  to  devote  a  week,  as 
the  junior  class  has  done  this  year,  to  libraries  in 
other  cities.  During  the  first  year  or  two  of  the 
Library  School's  existence,  there  was  a  constant 
temptation  for  the  pupils  to  listen  to  all  the 
lectures  on  subjects  connected  with  literature  or 
history,  freely  offered  them  by  the  faculty  of 
Columbia.  The  result  was,  in  many  cases,  mental 
indigestion.  It  is  better,  as  students  and  gradu- 
ates have  found,  not  to  attempt  to  listen  to  or 
make  noles  on  lectures  on  subjects  not  in  the 
direct  line  of  library  work  while  taking  the  school 
course,  and  it  is  therefore  a  gain  to  l>e  in  a  city 
like  Albany,  which  is  not  under  the  constant  stim- 
ulus of  metropolitan  life  and  thought. 

The  quality  of  the  classes  entering  the  Library 
School  has  never  been  allowed  to  deteriorate,  and 
even  more  care  is  taken  every  succeeding  year  to 
select  from  the  candidates  who  offer  themselves 
only  the  very  best  of  the  very  best.  College 
graduates  are  preferred  for  the  reasons  stated  m 
Library  notesy  knowledge  of  languages  and  habits 
of  trained  attention  and  methodical  study, 
.  power  of  comparison,  and  analysis.  Once 
in  a  while,  as  Mr.  Dewey  says,  appli- 
cation is  made  by  a  candidate  not  college- 
bred,  whose  natural  fitness  for  library  work  out- 
weighs years  of  training,  but  such  an  instance  is 
not  common.  Searching  inquiries  are  made  into 
the  scholarship,  fondness  for  books,  executive 
ability,  health,  and  common  sense  of  all  applicants. 
They  must  have  no  serious  physical  defect,  must 
be  young  enough  not  to  have  outgrown  habits  of 
study,  and,  above  all  things,  must  be  full  of  en- 
thusiasm and  the  modem  library  spirit.  If  their 
references  are  satisfactory,  and  their  own  answers 
to  questions  sent  out  by  the  School  show  their 
fitness  for  library  work,  they  are  summoned  to  an 
examination  in  October. 


It  is  difficult  to  frame  an  examination  paper 
which  is  a  real  test  of  the  answerer's  knowledge 
or  capacity,  but  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  a  candi- 
date who  knows  something  of  the  author  of 
LycidaSy  or  the  Faerit  Qwtm,  can  locate  Nydia  or 
Puck,  has  a  general  idea  of  the  anti-slavery  ques- 
tion and  its  agitators,  can  name  the  present  Pope 
and  a  dozen  leading  newspapers  of  this  country, 
and  has  kept  up  well  enough  with  current  events 
to  know  at  what  colleges  Greek  plays  have  been  • 
acted  in  the  last  few  years,  will  be  more  useful  as 
a  librarian  or  assistant  than  another  who  confesses 
to  reading  nothing  but  third-rate  novels  since 
leaving  school.  No  test  of  familiarity  with  lan- 
guages is  given,  except  the  ability  to  translate  a 
Latin,  German,  and  French  title-page  with  a  dic- 
tionary. 

It  is  not  worth  while  for  any  one  to  offer  herself, 
or  himself  (for  there  is  a  small  minority  of  men 
among  the  students)  as  a  candidate  for  examina- 
tion, who  has  not  already  learned  how  to  use 
common  books  of  reference,  or  is  not  as  familiar 
with  English  classics  and  their  authors  as  with 
old  and  dear  friends.  The  work  in  the  Library 
School  is  so  constant  and  exacting,  that  students 
have  no  time  to  spare  in  reading  Scott  or  Shaks- 
peare.  Motley  or  Lamb,  all  of  whom  they  might 
have  known  years  before,  instead  of  the  Duchess 
or  the  author  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  New  York. 

The  junior  class  spends  its  first  term  chiefly  in 
cataloging,  but  has  also  to  vary  the  routine 
introductory  lectures  on  the  qualifications  of  a 
librarian,  decimal  classification,  the  order  depart- 
ment, the  oversight  of  binding,  some  phases  of 
bibliography,  etc.  In  the  second  month  one  week 
is  devoted  to  the  accession  book,  and  another 
to  shelf  lists  and  book  numbers.  Information  is 
also  given  on  library  agencies  and  the  best 
reference  books. 

Wednesday  throughout  the  year  is  known  as 
"book-day,"  one  of  the  most  profitable  days  in 
the  week.  All  members  of  the  school  are  ex- 
pected to  read  the  Publisher's  Weekly  thoroughly, 
and  decide  what  books  are  best  to  order  from  the 
list.  Besides  this,  they  must  devote  an  hour  a 
day  to  browsing  on  the  library  shelves,  and  keep- 
ing up  with  new  magazines,  while  special  subjects 
for  hunting  down  and  discussion  are  given  out 
for  every  week.  This  supplies  as  nearly  as  possi. 
ble  the  lack  of  the  professorship  of  library  mind- 
reading  which  has  been  suggested,  the  holder  of 
which  can  immediately  decide  that  the  reader 
who  asks  for  Brown* s  History  of  Mexico  means 
Bancroft's  Native  Races  of  the  Pacific  States,  or 
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that  N<rw€*s  Hazards  of  House-hunting  is  merely 
another  phrase  for  Howellit  Hazard  of  New  Fort- 
unes, Members  of  the  School  are  expected  to  be 
able  to  give  an  intelligent  account  of  famous 
books  like  Don  Quixote^  Frankenstein^  or  Pejys^ 
Diaryt  and  to  refer  to  reviews  of  the  imi>ortant 
works  of  the  year  in  English  or  American  periodi- 
cals. One  or  two  magazines  are  assigned  to  each 
student,  for  brief  reports  on  their  aim,  editor, 
most  valuable  features,  and  make-up,  and  sugges- 
tions of  improvements. 

In  January  Mr.  Biscoe  begins  his  lectures  in 
general  bibliography,  and  Miss  Green  her  lessons 
in  dictionary  cataloging.  The  latter  require  sim- 
ple subject  and  author  cards  for  eight  out  of  fifteen 
books  bulletined  every  day.  These  books  are  on 
all  subjects,  and  in  English,  French,  German,  and 
Latin. 

The  month  of  February  is  devoted  to  the  deci- 
mal classification. 

In  March  and  April  Mr.  Biscoe  continues  his 
instruction  in  bibliography,  Mr.  Johnston,  of  the 
State  Library,  gives  lectures  on  periodicals,  and 
visiting  librarians  speak  upon  their  specialties. 
Last  April,  most  of  the  students,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Miss  Cutler,  made  the  visits  to  libraries  in 
and  near  Boston  which  she  has  reported  in  the 
Library  journal.  In  May  and  June,  lessons  in 
bibliography,  reference  work,  and  loan  systems  go 
on,  with  the  lectures  on  library  economy  which 
Mr.  Dewey  has  given  through  the  year.  After 
the  close  of  the  lessons  in  dictionary  cataloging, 
the  class  has  practice  in  cataloging  for  the  State 
Library.  Library  hand  is  recommended  for  prac- 
tice before  entering  the  school,  but  this  year  the 
feeling  increases  that  printing  is  easier  for  all  the 
students  to  learn.  In  June,  examinations  on  all 
subjects  studied  close  the  year. 

Mr.  Biscoe  and  Mr.  Dewey  continue  their  lect- 
ures on  classification  and  library  economy  through 
the  senior  year,  and  during  this  year  also  seminars 
are  held  weekly.  For  these,  subjects  of  more  or 
less  difficulty  are  assigned  to  one  or  two  students 
for  each  week.  In  some  cases,  students  have 
written  to  many  of  the  larger  libraries  for  facts  to 
support  an  argument.  I  remember  especially  the 
different  opinions  collected  on  variety  of  work 
versus  specialization  for  assistants  in  large  libra- 
ries. The  course  in  advanced  dictionary  cata- 
loging extends  through  two  weeks.  During  the 
last  year,  members  of  the  school  have  had  valuable 
practice  in  the  library  of  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association,  both  in  charging  books  and 
finding  out  the  actual  needs  and  tastes  of  readers. 


Some  of  the  senior  problems  in  bibliography 
show  the  useful  and  practical  character  of  the 
instruction  given. 

"  Prepare  a  list  of  twenty-five  best  books  on  the 
history,  religion,  and  literature  of  India.  Give 
place,  publisher,  cost,  and  source  of  information. 
Record  time  spent  on  problem.  Omit  travel. 
Books  may  be  either  in  this  library  or  not** 

"  Select  ^loo  worth  of  books  for  a  library  just 
starting  on  the  subject  420  English  philology. 
Give  full  bibliographical  details." 

•*  Twenty-five  books  of  travel  from  the  publica- 
tions of  the  last  year,  1889.'* 

"  List  of  fifty  books  for  use  of  children,  ten  to 
fifteen  years  old,  in  a  district  school.  .  .  .  Mostly 
history,  biography,  and  fiction,  very  largely  fiction, 
written  in  a  good  style,  with  healthful  tone.  Give 
bibliographical  details.** 

All  the  students  who  visited  the  Boston  libraries 
were  expected  to  make  a  report  on  whether  the 
stack  or  alcove  system,  gas  or  electricity,  is  used ; 
whether  the  library  is  open  on  Sunday,  the  loca- 
tion of  books  is  fixed  or  movable ;  whether  a  dic- 
tionary or  classed  catalog  is  used;  with  written, 
printed,  or  type-written  cards ;  if  scrap  books  are 
kept ;  books  covered ;  arranged,  by  subject  or 
author;  whether  classification  is  broad  or  close, 
and  the  special  collections  and  charging  system  of 
each. 

One  of  the  lectures  given  last  year  was  on  the 
health  of  librarians,  and  it  is  perhaps  in  conse- 
quence of  this  that  a  Physical  Culture  Club  has 
been  formed  among  the  students  and  graduates  of 
the  school.  The  members  promise  to  practice 
simple  gymnastics  a  g^ven  time  every  day,  and  to 
take  a  proper  amount  of  out-of-door  exercise. 
The  danger  of  overwork  in  the  school  is  less  now 
than  it  was  in  the  first  year  or  two,  on  account  of 
a  case  or  two  of  breaking-down  among  students 
who  undertook  outside  work  in  addition  to  their 
long  library  hours ;  but  the  tendency  of  pupils  who 
undertake  the  course  is  to  let  their  ambition  and 
enthusiasm  overcome  their  sober  judgment  as  to 
hours  of  labor.  There  is  now  little  of  the  fever- 
ish, unrestful  atmosphere  which  was  criticised  in 
the  first  year  of  the  school,  and  that  little  should 
be  allowed  to  become  less. 

Several  of  last  year's  students  had  had  practical 
experience  in  libraries,  and  therefore  were  quick 
in  understanding  the  needs  of  librarians  and  read- 
ers, and  in  noticing  all  the  details  given  by  lect- 
urers. I  should  recommend,  as  a  preparation  for 
the  Library  School  course,  as  much  volunteer 
work  as  possible  in  a  town  or  village  library ;  not 
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necessarily  one  where  the  methods  of  the  school, 
or  of  large  libraries  are  used,  but  where  an  assist- 
ant can  come  into  contact  with  books,  and  the  men, 
women,  and  children  who  read  them.  Between 
the  junior  and  senior  years,  a  year's  work  in  as 
many  departments  as  possible  of  a  large  library 
will  be  a  great  help  in  grappling  with  the  school 
problems. 

(Postscript  to  Miss  Ifrwins's  report,) 

A  word  should  be  added  to  this  part  of  the 
report  respecting  the  examinations  which  Miss 
Hewins  simply  mentions.  They  are  in  truth  a 
most  characteristic  fact  in  the  development  of  the 
school.  They  are  rigid  and  .as  broad  as  the 
course  of  the  school,  and  on  the  basis  of  them 
diplomas  are  now  given.  An  examination  of 
some  of  the  papers  shows  that  Miss  Hewins*s 
judgment  of  the  quality  of  the  students  admitted 
to  the  school  is  not  amiss,  for  the  really  searching 
examinations  are  admirably  passed. 

E.  C.  R. 

Mr.  Richardson  continued  with  his  own  re- 
port on 

THE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  AS  IT  SHOULD  BE. 

It  is  a  matter  of  personal  as  well  as  of  official 
regret  to  us  all  that  Mr.  R.  C.  Davis,  the  chairman 
of  this  committee,  was  unable  to  visit  the  school 
this  year,  or  to  be  present  at  this  time. 

The  report  of  those  members  who  have  visited 
was  divided  by  agreement,  so  that  the  resumi  of 
what  is  being  done  at  the  school  fell  to  Miss 
Hewins,  and  the  less  gracious  task  of  criticism 
and  suggestion  to  Mr.  Richardson  —  an  uncour- 
teous  division  of  labor  that  criticism  should  fall 
to  the  man  in  a  matter  where  there  is  so  much  to 
praise  and  so  little  to  criticise. 

Acting  under  the  instruction  of  your  resolution, 
the  members  of  your  committee  inquired  early  in 
the  year  how  they  might  be  of  service  to  the 
school,  and  were  invited  to  offer  suggestions. 
This  has  been  done  from  time  to  time,  and  this 
doing  will  be  continued  in  this  report. 

The  report  is  based  on  two  personal  visits  to  the 
school,  with  examination  of  examination  papers, 
of  individual  teachers,  and  of  individual  scholars 
—  all  of  whom  passed  creditably,  it  may  be  said. 

The  critical  librarian,  thus,  acting  in  behalf  of 
the  Association,  has  studied 

I.  The  aim  of  the  school. 

II.  The  apparatus  for  carrying  it  out. 

III.  The  present  course  of  instruction. 


I.  AIM. 

The  aim  of  the  school  is  to  teach  library 
economy.  It  makes  little  pretension  to  covering 
the  field  of  library  science.  This  is  to  be  regretted, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  broadening,  already 
carried  to  a  considerable  and  gratifying  extent, 
will  be  extended  to  cover  all  the  branches  in  which 
an  ambitious  librarian  needs  to  be  gr<mnded. 

II.  APPARATUS. 

1.  The  rooms  used  for  the  Library  School  are  two 
in  number,  beautifully  located  in  the  Capitol  at 
Albany,  one  used  for  lectures,  and  the  other  for 
study  and  practice,  the  latter  being  also  the  cata- 
logue room  of  the  State  library, — a  condition  of 
things  which  has  advantages  and  disadvantages. 

2.  The  Board  of  Instruction  consists  of  Mr. 
Dewey,  Mr.  Biscoe,  Miss  Cutler,  and  Miss  Wood- 
worth,  with  more  or  less  instruction  from  Mr. 
Johnston  and  Miss  Jones,  and  more  from  various 
outside  lecturers. 

Mr.  Dewey's  various  duties  have  made  his 
instruction  for  this  year  somewhat  less,  and  per- 
haps more  irregular  than  during  past  years ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  patient,  determined,  intelli- 
gent, and  over-conscientious  labor  of  Miss  Cutler 
has  been  given  almost  wholly  to  the  school,  with 
marked  results  of  practical  improvement.  Mr. 
Biscoe,  whom  all  those  of  us  who  have  had  the 
advantage  of  being  trained  under  him,  know  to  be 
peculiarly  fitted  for  his  work,  and  Miss  Wood- 
worth,  who  has  proved  herself  to  be  almost  equally 
so,  have  given  a  large  amount  of  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  school,  and  one  can  but  wish  that  their 
whole  energies  might  be  devoted  to  the  work. 

Altogether  there  is  a  compact  faculty  of  well- 
fitted,  enthusiastic  teachers,  which  could  be  en- 
larged to  advantage,  but  which  is  equal  to  good 
work  for  the  small  classes  admitted. 

3.  The  Library^  that  most  fundamental  basis 
for  such  a  school,  is  the  N.  Y.  State  library,  not  so 
well  adapted  in  some  respects  as  the  Columbia 
College  Library,  but  larger  and  more  varied  than 
most  State  libraries.  Its  department  of  bibliog- 
raphy, admirable  as  it  is,  is  not  all  that  could  be 
desired  for  such  a  school. 

The  pupils  also  have  charge  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
Library,  which  affords  an  admirable  school  for 
practice. 

4.  The  Museum  is  a  most  important  adjunct  to 
the  system  of  instruction.  A  well-systematized 
museum  of  this  sort  will  almost  entirely  do  away 
with  the  need  for  a  large  class  of  lectures,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  collections  may 
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find  a  more  adequate  place  for  exhibition,  and  be 
greatly  enlarged. 

III.  THE  PRESENT  COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

This  has  been  fully  outlined  by  Miss  Hewins. 
It  shows  a  marked  improvement  over  past 
years  in  S3rstem,  and  covers  a  wide  range.  It 
shows  very  clear  evidences  that  those  in  charge 
are  not  only*open  to  suggestions,  but  adopt  what- 
ever seem  good  to  them  with  the  same  ready  facil- 
ity for  assimilation  which  is  characteristic  of  the 
head  of  the  school.  It  is,  in  brief,  a  broader,  more 
compact,  more  systematic  course  than  has  charac- 
terized previous  years.  It  is  a  credit  to  the  zeal, 
the  wisdom,  and  the  patience  of  its  conductors. 
The  hours  devoted  to  mechanical  details  have 
been  reduced  greatly,  and  those  devoted  to  bibli- 
ography increased. 

Nevertheless  the  school  is  not  destined  to  die  in 
its  fifth  year  of  chagrin  that  there  are  no  more 
worlds  of  excellence  to  conquer.  There  are  two 
or  three  small  imperfections,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
still  holds  a  lease  on  life. 

1.  The  " dangerous  high  pressure"  reported  as 
present  in  former  years,  but  as  absent  last  year, 
was  distinctly  present  again  this  year,  though  in  a 
less  acute  form. 

2.  The  conduct  of  the  school  is  with  decision, 
and  commands  respect ;  but  it  may  be  questioned 
whether,  in  the  evolution  of  the  school,  it  might 
not  gain  somewhat  in  soberness  and  consequent 
force  by  eliminating  all  traces  of  the  go-as-you- 
please,  as  e.  g.f  in  the  matter  of  extra  and  irregular 
lectures. 

3.  Great  progress  has  been  made  in  instruction 
in  bibliography,  but  it  is  still  disproportionately 
subordinate.  The  teaching  of  the  school  is  still 
open  in  some  slight  measure  to  the  criticism  of 
teaching  method  without  science,  praxis  before 
principle.  It  is  of  little  use  to  teach  how  to  order 
a  book  if  one  does  not  know  what  to  order,  or  to 
collate  a  book  if  one  does  not  know  how  to  find 
what  a  perfect  copy  requires.  Many  will  consider 
it  an  open  question  whether  the  great  amount  of 
time  spent  in  learning  the  library  hand  and  the 
printing  hand  is  worth  the  while,  and  some  will 
think  it  hardly  an  open  question  whether  the 
subject  of  "  Fountain  pens  "  really  requires  a  full 
hour  for  its  exposition.  This  is,  however,  a  matter 
of  detail,  and  will  doubtless  be  worked  out  with 
that  same  intelligence  of  adjustment  which  has 
already  accomplished  so  much. 

Enlargement  of  the  course,  too,  is  a  matter  of 
judgment,  and  those  in  charge  have  shown  them- 
selves alive  to  the  possibilities  of  extension.    The 


question  of  introducing  instruction  in  the  languages 
has  been  discussed  and  various  other  lines  con- 
sidered. For  my  own  part  I  still  venture  to  hope 
that  the  time  will  sometime  come  when  at  least 
elementary  instruction  in  the  handling  of  mss. 
will  be  given.  One  of  the  certainties  of  the  im- 
mediate future  is  that  of  the  many  thousands  of 
ancient  mss.  which  can  now  be  acquired  many 
will  come  to  America  as  soon  as  librarians  and 
givers  are  awake  to  the  possibility  and  to  the  great 
value  for  scholars  of  mss.  collections. 

Even  now  the  vast  ingathering  of  mss.  relat- 
ing to  American  history,  with  their  antiquated 
handwridng  and  the  various  puzzling  questions  of 
handling  and  classification,  demand  some  careful 
instruction  in  the  special  problems  of  mss.  col- 
lections. 

There  is,  therefore,  in  the  school  a  rather  defi- 
nite but  somewhat  limited  aim ;  an  apparatus,  ex- 
cellent in  many  respects,  but  with  various  needs 
which  only  more  money  can  meet ;  and  a  course 
of  study  which  is  broadening  surprisingly  from 
year  to  year,  and  gives  promise  of  still  farther 
improvement  in  the  years  to  come. 

If  one  might  suggest  what  seem  the  most 
practical  things  for  the  immediate  betterment  of 
this  admirable  school,  he  would  mention, — 

1.  Such  sober  adjustment  of  work  that  students 
should  not  be  subjected  to  the  dissipation  of 
hurry.  This  would  include  a  probable  reduction 
in  hours  of  recitation,  or  at  least  in  the  number 
of  extra  and  irregular  hours. 

2.  The  laying  out  of  a  systematic  coordinated 
curriculum,  with  a  certain  number  of  hours  pro- 
portioned to  importance  of  the  subject  assigned 
to  each  department. 

3.  The  publication  of  this  early  in  the  year, 
along  with  the  calendar  of  the  year,  and  such 
other  information  regarding  instruction  and  appa- 
ratus as  is  customary  in  such  schools. 

It  is  a  matter  for  real  gratitude  that  the  Board 
of  Regents  for  the  State  of  New  York  has  under- 
taken this  work,  which  has  such  important  possi- 
bilities for  the  future  of  librarianship.  It  is  to  be 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  regents  may  see  their 
way  clear  to  providing  the  necessary  means  for  its 
enlarging  needs  and  for  future  broadening. 

To  Mr.  Dewey,  whose  indefatigable  energy  and 
patience  have  originated  and  sustained  the  school, 
and  whose  enthusiasm  and  power  of  stimulating 
enthusiasm  have  contributed  more  than  any  one 
factor  to  the  success  which  the  school,  under 
somewhat  adverse  conditions,  has  certainly  at- 
tained, is  due  our  thanks  and  renewed  recognition. 
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Sec.  Dewey. —  Regarding  the  remark  in  the  Li- 
brary School  Report  in  reference  to  printing  offices, 
binderies,  etc.,  in  Albany  we  have  two  or  three 
of  the  largest  in  the  State,  and  our  facilities  for  that 
kind  of  work  are  perhaps  as  good  as  in  Neiq^  Vork. 
There  are  advantages  in  the  great  book-stores  in 
New  York  and  Boston,  but  we  take  each  class  for  a 
week  to  both  places.  We  have  in  Albany  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  library,  the  library  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  the 
Cathedral  library  for  the  use  of  the  whole  diocese, 
the  public  library  in  the  high  school  building,  be- 
sides several  society,  school,  and  other  collections. 
So  there  are  numerous  libraries  in  Albany  outside 
the  State  library.  Obviously,  in  building  up  the 
school,  it  will  take  some  time  to  secure  all  the 
books  we  require.  But  the  bibliographic  collec- 
tion is  being  rapidly  increased,  and,  as  many  of 
you  know,  is  already  one  of  the  largest  in  the  coun- 
try. The  course  of  instruction  in  bibliography 
that  has  been  mentioned  has  been  enlarged  sub- 
stantially during  this  vacation,  and  next  year  is  to 
be  still  further  increased.  The  curriculum  was 
laid  out  last  year^as  recommended,  and  it  is  even 
more  strictly  laid  down  this  year.  It  is  to  be 
printed  within  a  few  weeks.  Mr.  Richardson 
speaks  of  the  study  of  mss.,  etc.,  and  also  of 
restraining  enthusiasm.  If  you  think  a  moment, 
you  will  see  that  we  are  trying  to  do  in  a  two 
years*  course,  that  for  which,  if  we  carry  out  all 
these  suggestions,  four  years  would  be  too  short. 
We  have  the  very  best  candidates  the  whole  coun- 
try can'give  us — men  and  women,  often,  who  have 
borrowed  money  to  pay  their  expenses  through 
college,  and  who  feel  that  they  must  get  to  earn- 
ing their  bread  and  butter.  Many  say  If  I  could 
come  for  one  year,  I  could  manage  it ;  but  two  are 
impossible.  Others  can  afford  to  come  only 
for  one  or  two  or  three  months.  It  is  perfectly 
hopeless  to  think  of  getting  enough  candidates  to 
take  the  long  course.  Many  can't  even  come  for  a 
single  week  to  the  meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
Those  people  come  to  us,  and  can  stay  only  the 
minimum  time.  Many  borrow  money,  and  exer- 
cise the  greatest  economies  to  get  through,  and 
are  anxious  to  do  all  they  can  in  the  time.  I  have 
absolutely  to  order  these  people  out  of  the  build- 
ing. I  have  threatened  to  lock  them  in.  They 
come  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  and  stay  till 
the  last  thing  at  night ;  sometimes  I  shut  off  the 
electric  light.  One  thing  mentioned  in  Miss  Hew- 
ins*s  paper, —  the  Physical  Culture  Club  —  is  car- 
ried on  successfully.  Miss  Cutler  leads  the 
movement,  and  secures  from  nearly  every  pupil  a 
solemn  pledge  to  take  certain   carefully  selected 


exercises  daily.  We  mean  to  improve  the  health 
of  most  our  pupils  during  their  stay.  You  must 
bear  in  mind  that,  with  people  who  are  borrowing 
money  to  pay  expenses,  and  who  are  trying  to  do, 
in  the  compass  of  a  single  year,  the  work  of  four 
years,  it  is  pretty  hard  to  keep  from  being  under 
high  pressure.  I  confess  I  am  not  clear  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  such  cases.  I  sometimes 
doubt  if  I  am  specially  well  calculated  to  repress 
their  enthusiasm.  And  my  experience  has  been 
that  several  prominent  members  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
who  have  come  to  lecture  to  the  school,  have  been 
equally  unsuccessful.  They  come  and  tell  them 
in  three  or  four  lectures  something  of  our  great 
work  and  its  possibilities.  One  of  our  pupils  said  : 
"  I  felt  as  though  I  must  go  right  out  and  do 
some  great  thing  for  libraries,  when  I  heard  Mr. 
Crunden  speak.**  If  any  one  faces  this  prob- 
lem, reads  the  letters  we  receive,  comes  to  the 
school  and  sees  the  enormous  amount  of  work 
that  is  to  be  done,  he  will  see  that  it  is  next  to 
impbssible  to  keep  out  all  high  pressure. 

For  15  years  I  have  studied  this  general  ques- 
tion of  libraries.  As  you  know,  my  interest  has 
not  been  altogether  with  one  library,  but  with  the 
general  library  interest.  My  cool  judgment  is  that 
the  most  important  thing  we  have  before  us  is  to 
develop  this  Library  School.  We  must  train  peo- 
ple to  take  our  positions.  Every  well-informed  li- 
brarian in  this  room  knows  the  difficulty  of  se- 
curing the  right  kind  of  people,  specially  in  the 
larger  libraries,  that  want  to  do  the  best  work. 
The  men  and  women  we  know  to  be  of  proved 
capacity  and  are  willing  to  trust,  are  needed  where 
they  are,  and  cannot  be  had.  There  is  a  dearth 
of  competent  men  and  women  to  take  these  best 
places.  Appreciating  keenly  that  dearth,  it  is  a 
very  hard  position  for  me  to  occupy, —  to  be  sur- 
rounded by.  20  or  30  pupils,  all  filled  with  enthu- 
siasm to  acquire  as  soon  as  possible  the  requisite 
knowledge  and  skill,  and  then  .to  be  told  that  I 
must  keep  them  from  feeling  a  deep  interest  in 
their  work !  You  might  as  well  put  in  one  glass 
two  different  seidlitz  powders,  and  then  pour  in 
water,  and  say,  "  Do  be  quiet." 

S :  S.  Green  read  the 

REPORT  OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLIC  DOCU- 
MENTS. 

Judging  from  remarks  made  by  Mr.  WilKan 
Beer  at  the  conference  of  this  Association  held  in 
St.  Louis,  it  would  appear  that  he  had  not  heard 
of  the  efforts  made  a  few  years  ago  in  foreign 
countries,  by  Mr.  George  H.  Boehmer  (an  officer 
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of  the  Smithsonian  Institution),  with  the  purpose  of 
securing  for  the  Congressional  Library  the  gov- 
emment  publications  of  those  countries,  and  of  the 
success  of  the  endeavors  of  Mr.  Boehmer  and 
others.  The  late  Mr.  Spencer  F.  Baird  wrote  in 
his  annual  report  as  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  dated  July  i,  1885:  "  By  enactment  of 
Congress  of  March  2,  1867,  the  Institution  was 
appointed  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  in  an 
exchange  of  official  public  documents  with  foreign 
governments.  .  .  The  conditions  of  this  exchange 
having  been  accepted  by  38  governments,  —  of 
which  19  are  European, — one  box  (the  23d  of  the 
series  since  the  establishment  of  this  exchange)  of 
United  States  publications  was  sent  to  each  of 
these  governments  in  April,  1885." 

The  returns  having,  for  some  years,  fallen  con- 
siderably short  of  expectations,  Mr.  Boehmer  was 
sent  abroad  on  a  mission  to  look  after  the  matter. 

He  left  this  country  "  on  the  24th  of  July,  1884, 
and  returned  on  the  20th  of  February,  1885,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  visited  consecutively  nearly  all 
the  European  states,  obtaining  satisfactory  results, 
and  securing  large  and  valuable  additions  for  the 
library,  consisting  mostly  of  parliamentary  papers 
and  compilations  of  the  laws  of  the  various  gov- 
ernments." 

In  reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Boehmer, 
inquiring  where  the  documents  of  foreign  govern- 
ments are  accessible  in  this  country,  Mr.  G.  Brown 
Goode,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, replied  under  date  of  September  i,  1890:  "I 
have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  only  fairly  complete 
collection  in  this  country  of  the  official  publications 
of  foreign  governments  is  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  that 
library,  however,  the  books  themselves  are  prob- 
ably not  now  accessible,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  cataloging  is  carried  pretty  well  to  date." 

Mr.  Spofford,  Librarian  of  the  Congressional 
Library,  writes  under  date  of  August  6,  1890: 
**  All  these  files  (namely,  the  blue  books  of  Great 
Britain)  are  here  (in  the  Congressional  Library), 
back  to  1816,  with  portions  earlier.  Also  laws 
and  documentary  publications  of  nearly  all  Euro- 
pean and  South  American  nations,  catalogued  in 
ms.,  but  no  printed  lists." 

Mr.  James  L.  Whitney,  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  wrote  under  date  of  July  3,  1890,  that, 
in  addition  to  documents  from  Great  Britain,  that 
library  gets  "regularly  the  documents  of  the 
Assembl^e  Nationale  and  many  publications  of 
the  French  departments.  The  city  of  Paris 
sends "  the  Boston  Public  Library  "  many  docu- 


ments.** Mr.  Whitney  supposes,  however,  that 
the  library  does  not  get  more  than  a  small  pro- 
portion of  what  it  would  like. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Tillinghast,  Acting  Librarian  of  the 
State  Library,  Massachusetts,  writes  under  date 
of  Aug.  20^  1890:  "We  have  a  very  fine  col- 
lection of  the  Laws  of  Foreign  Countries.  The 
extent  of  it  can  be  best  gathered  from  the  annual 
reports  of  the  library  for  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years.  They  are  also  all  catalogued  in  the  lists 
of  additions  contained  in  the  reports.'* 

In  many  libraries  complete  or  partial  sets  of 
the  public  documents  of  Great  Britain  are,  of 
course,  accessible.* 

From  what  has  been  written  in  this  report,  it  is 
also  apparent  that  in  Washington,  and,  to  a  certain 
extent  elsewhere,  publications  of  the  other  govern- 
ments of  Europe  and  America  can  be  consulted. 

As  appears  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Spofford, 
quoted  above,  no  printed  lists  of  the  publications 
of  foreign  governments,  excepting  those  of  Great 
Britain,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Congressional 
Library. 

The  same  is  the  case  in  the  Boston  Public 
library,  as  I  learn  from  Mr.  Whitney. 

In  both  libraries,  however,  manuscript  catalogues 
of  sudi  publications  as  belong  to  the  libraries  are 
available. 

Mr.  Goode  writes  from  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion that  it  "  has,  since  the  beginning  of  1888,  kept 
a  list  of  titles  of  foreign  official  publications  sent 
to  the  Library  of  Congress  through  the  Bureau  of 
International  Exchanges;  and  to  this  list,  which  is 
on  file  in  the  Exchange  Bureau,  will  shortly  be 
added  the  titles  of  the  official  and  parliamentary 
publications  of  the  English  government  from  1882 
to  1888,  which  are  now  on  their  way  to  this 
country.  This  latter  series  is  the  only  complete 
one  received  from  any  foreign  government.*' 

This  committee  had  intended  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  such  lists  of  the  Public  Documents  of  the 
United  States  as  are  obtainable.  It  has  found, 
however,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  so,  as  the 
work  in  this  direction,  begun  in  the  Supplement  of 
the  American  Catalogue,  is  to  be  continued  and 
added  to  in  the  second  Supplement,  which  will 
soon  be  forthcoming. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  joint  resolution  (see  L.  J.  Vol.  14,  p. 

*  Had  inquiries  been  made  by  the  committee  at  other  libra- 
ries than  thoae  already  mentioned,  it  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  found  that  portions  of  sets  of  the  public  docuroentit  of 
other  countries  than  Great  Britain  are  also  contained  in 
several  of  tha  larger  libraries  of  the  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROCEEDINGS,   SECOND  SESSION. 


97 


268),  which  embodies  the  wishes  of  the  members 
of  this  Association  in  regard  to  the  first  steps  to 
be  taken  by  Congress  in  improving  plans  for  the 
distribution  of  public  documents,  was  again  intro- 
duced into  the  United  States  Senate  by  Mr.  Hoar 
of  Massachusetts.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

I^ter,  Mr.  Crunden  of  St.  Louis  sent  a  circular 
letter  to  members  of  the  United  States  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  for  Missouri,  asking 
them  to  try  to  secure  the  legislation  desired  by 
this  Association. 

This  committee  seconded  Mr.  Crunden 's  efforts. 
The  result  was  that  our  resolution  was  again  intro- 
duced into  the  United  States  Senate,  this  time  by 
Mr.  Cokerell,  of  Missouri,  and  again  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  There  the  resolution 
still  lies. 

Mr.  John  G.  Ames,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Documents,  Interior  Department,  has  had  a  joint 
resolution,  similar  to  ours,  introduced  into  the 
Senate  this  session.  It  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Ames  has  also  had  the  following  bill  (51st 
Cong.  1st  sess.  S3341)  introduced : 

BILL 
To  provide  for  the  appointment  of   an  official 
•  indezer  of  public  documents. 

Bi  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre* 
sentatwet  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con' 
gress  assembled,  That  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  Library  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
appoint  an  official  mdexer  of  public  documents, 
and  upon  the  occurrence  of  vacancies  in  the  office 
to  ap|>oint  his  successors,  and  said  indexer  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  a  salary  of  three  thousand 
dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  indezer 
of  public  documents  to  prepare  an  index  of  all 
publications  of  the  United  States  Government 
issued  subsequently  to  his  appointment,  upon 
such  plan  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library.  Said 
index  shall  be  prepared  as  ft)on  as  practicable 
after  the  documents  are  published,  so  as  to  be 
available  without  unnecessary  delay  for  purposes 
of  reference,  and  the  index  for  each  fiscal  year 
shall  be  printed  and  bound  and  readv  for  deliverv 
to  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  fol- 
lowing. 

Sbc.  3.  That  the  index  for  the  second  fiscal 
year  shall  be  combined  with  that  of  the  first,  and 
that  for  the  third  year  with  those  that  have  pre- 
ceded it,  and  so  on,  in  one  general  index,  until  the 
combined  index  forms  a  volume  of  convenient 
size,  the  period  covered  bv  the  same  not  to  exceed 
ten  years,  to  be  succeeded  in  like  manner  by  other 
volumes. 


Sbc.  4.  That  the  Public  Printer  shall,  immedi- 
ately upon  its  publication,  deliver  to  the  indexer  of 
public  documents  a  copy  of  each  and  every  docu- 
ment printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
and  the  head  of  each  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, offices,  and  bureaus  of  the  Government 
shall  deliver  to  the  same  office  a  copy  of  each 
and  every  document  issued  or  publishea  by  such 
department,  office,  or  bureau  not  printed  at  the 
Government  Printing  Office  and  not  confidential 
in  its  character. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  Public  Printer  shall,  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  indexer  of  public  documents, 
supply  such  stationery  and  do  such  printing  and 
binding  as  may  be  required  for  his  office,  to  be 
charged  against  the  appropriation  for  printing  and 
binding  for  Congress. 

Sec.  6.  That  such  sum  as  is  required  for  the 
pa3rment  of  the  salary  of  the  indexer  of  public  doc- 
uments for  the  present  fiscal  year  is  hereby  appro- 
priated out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  hereafter  provision  for 
said  salary  shall  be  made  in  the  annual  appropria- 
tion acts  of  Congress,  and  said  salary  shall  be 
paid  through  the  disbursing  officer  of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library.  Mr.  Ames's  resolution  amd  bill  lie  in  the 
hands  of  the  committees  to  which  they  were 
referred. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Ames,  written  at  the  request  of  the  committee. 
It  contains  an  account  of  his  recent  efforts,  and 
suggestions  for  the  action  of  this  Association. 

This  committee  had  its  functions  enlarged  and 
permission  given  it  to  add  to  its  membership  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bowker  at  the  conference  in  St. 
Louis. 

It  was  wished  by  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  that  the  committee  should  seek  for  the 
passage  of  other  laws  relating  to  public  documents 
besides  such  as  refer  to  their  distribution.  Neither 
Mr.  Bowker  nor  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  thought  it  desirable  either  to  seek  for 
the  passage  of  other  laws  or  to  enlarge  the  com- 
mittee, considering  the  fact  that  the  committee 
has  been  unable  to  procure  even  the  legislation, 
which  is  considered  by  the  Association  of  prinury 
importance,  namely,  our  joint  resolution. 

The  committee  would  recommend  that  the 
American  Library  Association,  through  the  com- 
mittee, again  petition  Congress  to  pass  the  joint 
resolution,  and  also  to  appoint  an  official  indexer 
of  public  documents,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  given  in  full  above. 

The  committee  would  also  express  its  readiness, 
in  so  far  as  it  represents  the  views  of  its  successors, 
to  cooperate  with  any  committee  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  State  Libraries  in  doing  work  which  that 
branch  of  this  Association  desires  to  do  in  matters 
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such  as  have  been  intrusted  to  this  committee  by 
the  genera]  association. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ames,  that 
a  committee  of  influential  librarians,  from  different 
portions  of  the  country,  be  appointed  by  this  Asso- 
ciation to  visit  Washington  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  to  urge  personally  the 
passage  of  laws  which  we  desire,  this  committee 
wishes  that  it  were  practicable  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  such  a  committee,  but  fears  that  it  is  not 
so. 

It  makes  this  suggestion,  however,  that,  at  no 
distant  day,  the  Association  might  hold  a  confer- 
ence in  Washington,  while  Congress  should  be 
in  session,  and  at  that  time,  through  its  members, 
try  to  exert  influence  by  appearing  before  commit- 
tees of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  by  conversation  with  members  of  Congress. 
Still,  it  must  be  added  that  efforts  of  the  kind  con- 
templated, were,  to  a  certain  extent,  made  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Association  in  Wash- 
ington, nine  years  ago. 

Samuel  Swbtt  Green. 
William  I.  Fletcher. 
Department  of  the  Interior,     ) 
Washington,  Sept.  i,  1890. ) 
My  Dear  Mr.  Green:— 

I  have,  as  you  see,  returned  from  my  sojourn  in 
Ohio,  and  am  at  my  old  post  again.  I  find  that 
it  will  hardly  be  practicable  for  me  to  be  present 
at  the  approaching  Convention  of  the  Librarians' 
Association,  which  I  would  be  exceedingly  glad 
to  attend  for  the  sake  of  meeting  the  librarians, 
and  of  presenting  some  facts  and  of  making  some 
suggestions  regarding  the  matter  of  public  docu- 
ments. As  I  cannot  do  this  in  person,  I  will,  so 
far  as  possible,  do  it  through  you,  as  representing 
the  cause  before  the  Association.  I  regret  to  say 
that  during  the  past  year  very  little  progress  has 
been  made  toward  accomplishing  any  reforms  in 
the  matter  of  publishing  and  distributing  docu- 
ments, or  in  securing  additional  legislation  in 
behalf  of  libraries.  One  thing,  however,  gives 
me  satisfaction,  and  that  is  that  the  Committees 
on  Printing  of  both  Houses  are  at  length,  I  think, 
folly  committed  to  the  establishment  of  a  single 
Bureau  of  Documents,  from  which  all  distribution 
shall  be  made.  If  this  is  accomplished,  it  will  be 
one  large  step  made  in  the  direct\pn  of  simplify- 
ing the  work  and  of  promoting  economy  and 
convenience. 

It  is  the  purpose,  as  I  understand,  of  the  com- 
mittees, having  at  this  session  secured  an  appro- 
priation for  the  site  of  the  new  Public  Printing 


Office,  to  move  at  the  next  session,  or  very  8«on 
thereafter,  an  appropriation  for  erecting  not  only 
a  printing  office,  but  a  building  adjoining,  which 
shall  become  the  distributing  centre  of  all  docu- 
ments issued  for  gratuitous  distribution.  So  far, 
so  good. 

I  had  hoped  that  during  the  present  session 
the  committee  could  be  persuaded  to  add  to  the 
list  of  documents  supplied  to  depositories  at 
least  the  following  documents ;  viz.  the  Congres- 
sional Record,  Statutes-at-large,  all  volumes  of 
legal  decisions  issued  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, and  some  few  other  publications.  This 
matter  has  been  very  strongly  urged  upon  the 
Senate  Committee,  not  only  by  myself,  but  by 
many  of  the  Senators ;  but  they  (the  committee) 
have  not  yet  taken  any  action  in  the  premises. 

Another  matter  of  prime  importance  in  this  con- 
nection is  the  Official  Index  of  Public  Documents, 
which  question  I  discussed  at  some  length  in  my 
last  report.  The  suggestions  there  made  have 
met  with  the  warm  approval  of  many  of  our  best 
librarians.  A  bill  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  an  official  indexer  was  early  in  the  session 
offered  in  the  two  Houses  and  referred  to  the 
Committees  on  the  Library.  A  large  number  of 
letters  urging  favorable  action  in  the  matter  has 
been  sent  to  the  Senate  Committee,  of  which  Mr. 
Evarts  is  Chairman,  and  I  myself  have  urged  upon 
both  committees  the  importance  of  some  such 
provision,  not  only  with  reference  to  the  conven- 
ience of  libraries,  but  especially  with  reference  to 
the  convenience  of  members  of  Congress,  who 
have  constantly  to  consult  public  documents.  So 
far,  however,  no  action  has  been  taken  by  either 
committee. 

I  attribute  the  delay  in  regard  to  both  these 
matters  to  the  fact  that  the  committees  are  exceed- 
ingly anxious  not  to  increase  appropriations  at  this 
session ;  and  they  decline,  so  far  as  they  can,  report- 
ing measures  involving  expenditures ;  in  fact,  the 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  has  several 
times  told  me  thai  it  would  be  impracticable  at 
this  session  to  get  a  bill  through  which  involved 
the  creation  of  any  new  office  or  the  expenditure 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  an  index.  At  another 
session  this  might  be  done.  It  is,  of  course,  in  the 
main  a  politician's  view  of  the  matter,  for  every 
one  acknowledges  the  great  importance  of  having 
such  an  index,  and  wonders  why  it  has  not  already 
been  provided  for. 

Referring  again  to  the  matter  of  adding  the 
few  documents  indicated  to  the  list  of  publica- 
tions supplied   to  depositories,  I  cannot  myself 
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understand  the  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
Committee  to  report  favorably  the  resolution 
which  is  before  them.  The  Chairman  said  to  me 
that  it  would  involve  in  the  matter  of  the  Record 
alone  an  expenditure  of  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
dollars  annually ;  whereas  I  submitted  a  statement 
to  him,  based  upon  the  actual  cost  of  the  docu- 
ments as  sold  by  the  public  printer,  showing  that 
the  cost  would  be  only  |8,ooo  per  annum.  When 
we  consider  the  value  to  depositories  of  having  a 
full  set  of  government  publications,  and  the  relief 
that  it  would  afford  members  of  Congress  in  sup- 
plying depositories  from  their  own  quotas,  it  would 
seem  that  the  committees  of  both  Houses  would 
without  further  urging  recommend  that  adequate 
provision  to  this  end  be  made. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  conference  pass  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  and  urging  these  committees  to 
report  favorably  the  resolution  covering  this  sub- 
ject, a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose,  being  Senate 
Resolution  No.  70,  and  also  the  bill  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  an  official  indexer  of  public  doc- 
uments, a  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith  enclosed, 
being  Senate  Bill  3,341.*  This  bill  in  its  first  section 
will  probably  need  to  be  changed,  in  view  of  the 
objection  that  has  been  suggested,  that  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Library  has  not  the  authority  to 
make  appointments.  That  difficulty,  however,  can 
be  very  easily  remedied  if  the  committee  is  willing 
to  provide  for  an  indexer. 

In  the  second  place  I  would  suggest  and  urge 
the  appointment  by  the  conference  of  a  committee 
of  at  least  five  prominent  librarians  representing 
New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Middle  and  Western  sections  of  the  United  States, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  Washington  early  in 
December,  on  the  convening  of  Congress  at  its 
next  session,  to  urge  upon  the  committees  imme- 
diate action  upon  these  subjects,  and  upon  others 
in  which  the  conference  feels  a  special  interest, 
and  thus  bring  their  own  personal  influence  and 
the  influence  of  friends  to  bear  upon  these  com- 
mittees, and  upon  their  respective  friends  in  the 
two  Houses.  I  believe  that  if  this  were  done  action 
i  n  the  premises  would  be  secured.  You  understand 
fully  that  a  vast  deal  more  can  be  accomplished  by 
such  a  committee  coming  in  person  and  sitting 
down  with  the'  committees  of  Congress  to  discuss 
fully  the  whole  subject,  than  by  any  amount  of 
correspondence  by  the  librarians  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity.    I  hope,  therefore,  that  such  a 

•See  p.  97. 


committee  will  be  appointed,  and  that  it  will  act 
vigorously  when  the  time  comes. 

There  are  other  subjects  in  which  I  feel  an  inter- 
est, relating  in  large  measure  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  those  who  handle  public  docu- 
ments, but  with  which  I  will  not  at  present  trouble 
you  or  the  conference.  One  other  point,  however, 
I  will  allude  to :  I  am  in  receipt  of  many  requests 
from  libraries  for  the  Congressional  Record,  made 
under  the  impression  that  this  depaitment  is  sup- 
plied with  this  work  for  distribution.  The  fact, 
however,  is  that  not  a  single  copy  is  published  for 
distribution  by  any  executive  department,  said  dis- 
tribution being  limited  exclusively  under  the  pres- 
ent law  to  members  of  Congress ;  so  that  if  our 
public  and  college  libraries  wish  the  work  they 
must  apply  directly  to  their  Senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress.  The  only  copies  that 
come  to  me  are  those  forwarded  by  libraries  that 
have  them  in  duplicate,  which  in  the  aggregate  is 
a  large  number.  These,  so  far  as  available^  are 
used  in  supplying  deficiencies  in  libraries  making 
application  for  the  same,  but  they  go  compara- 
tively a  little  way  in  supplying  the  demand. 

The  work  of  re-distributing  public  documents 
forwarded  to  this  office  by  libraries  having  them 
in  duplicate  is  still  carried  on  just  as  far  as  I  have 
time  to  devote  to  the  work.  It  is  an  entirely  ex- 
tra and  gratuitous  service,  involving,  as  you 
readily  see,  a  large  amount  of  labor,  which  I  have 
been  very  glad  to  render  in  the  interests  of  our 
.  public  libraries.  I  am  this  week  sending  out  three 
additional  check  lists,  copies  of  which  I  also 
enclose,  which  I  hope  will  reach  many  of  the 
librarians  before  they  leave  for  the  conference. 
About  100,000  volumes  of  duplicates  have  come 
into  my  hands  since  this  work  began. 

I  anticipate  for  you  all  a  very  pleasant  meeting 
at  the  Fabyan  House  —  a  more  delightful  place 
could  not  have  been  selected,  which  will  in  itself 
attract  a  very  large  attendance. 

Regretting  very  much  that  I  cannot  have  the 
pleasure  of  joining  you  there,  and  trusting  that  the 
conference  may  be  altogether  delightful  and  satis- 
factory, and  with  kind  regards  to  my  friends 
among  the  librarians,  I  remain 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

John  G.  Ames, 
Supt  of  Docs, 

In  this  connection  I  would  say  that  perhaps 
good  results  would  follow  if  the  attention  of  the 
conference  were  again  called  to  the  matter  of 
exchange  of  public  documents  through  this  office. 
I  hope,  inasmuch  as  this  work  has  been  entered 
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upon,  that  all  the  principal  libraries  will  codperate 
with  me  to  make  it  as  largely  successful  as  pos- 
sible ;   and  to  this  end  will  forward  promptly  all 
duplicates  that  they  may  have  for  re-distribution. 
Very  sincerely  yours, 

John  G.  Ames. 

Pres.  Crundbn. —  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Ames  is  still  going  on  with  that  work.  I  suppose 
all  of  us  have  accumulated  a  new  lot  of  duplicates 
for  him. 

S:  S.  Green.— Mr.  Ames  gives  all  the  attention 
to  this  matter  that  his  other  work  will  allow. 

W:  Beer. —  There  is  now  appearing  in  the 
Review  of  reviews  a  list  of  British  public  docu- 
ments as  they  are  issued.  It  contains  some  very 
valuable  notes,  especially  on  the  reports  of  the 
English  inspectors  of  mines  and  factories.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  those  receiving  the 
reports  of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  to  the 
valuable  notes  on  the  first  page  suitable  for  sub- 
ject and  author  cards.  I  wish  such  slips  could  be 
affixed  to  every  volume  issued  by  Congress. 
They  cost  little  to  complete,  and  can  be  easily 
transferred  to  cards.  Cataloguing  comes  very 
hard  on  the  small  libraries. 

DINING  BY  STATES  AND  CLASSES. 

Sec  Dewey. —The  Standing  Committee,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  arrange  for  this  meeting,  have  agreed 
on  a  plan  that  we  should  like  to  put  in  operation 
in  regard  to  one  dinner.  People  often  come  here 
to  meet  those  they  are  anxious  to  see,  but  fail  to  do 
so  and  go  away  disappointed.  It  was  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  dine  once  by  States,  all  from  one 
State  to  sit  at  one  table.  States  having  large 
delegations  can  occupy  adjoining  tables.  To-day, 
if  those  who  wish  to  conform  to  this  plan  will 
inform  the  head  waiter  as  they  enter  the  dining- 
room,  he  will  place  them  accordingly.  You  can 
find  from  the  registry  summary  how  many  are  from 
your  State. 

It  might  also  be  arranged  so  that  people  who 
come  here  to  meet  others  working  in  the  same 
lines  need  not  go  away  without  seeing  them  at  all. 
We  proposed  to  have  a  meal  another  day  by 
types  of  libraries ;  to  have  the  college  and  school 
librarians  at  one  table  and  the  State  librarians  at 
another,  and  so  with  the  proprietary  librarians  and 
the  law  and  medical  librarians,  and  also  the 
trustees  and  other  officers  of  libraries.  Each  class 
would  thus  have  an  opportunity  to  take  a  meal 
together;  they  would  meet,  get  acquainted,  and 
exchange  views.  A  third  suggestion  was  to  take 
another  meal  by  positions  occupied ;  there  are  the 


catalogers,  those  who  work  in  reference  depart- 
ments, those  in  the  accession  departments,  etc, 
and  thus  the  Association  for  an  hour  would  be 
broken  up  into  sections  formed  by  people  in  dis- 
tinct lines  of  work.  One  of  the  great  objects  of 
our  meeting  is  to  compare  notes  with  the  people 
who  do  the  same  kind  of  work.  Of  course  this  is 
entirely  voluntary.  Any  one  who  objects  to  sit 
with  the  people  from  his  own  State  or  kind  of 
work,  is  quite  at  liberty  to  go  and  sit  by  himself. 

B:  P.  Mann.—  If  this  rule  is  adopted,  I  suggest 
that  the  tables  be  labeled  so  that  we  shall  know 
where  to  go. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  should  like  to  inquire  if 
this  matter  about  dining  in  this  manner  has  been 
fairly  brought  before  us.  Unless  we  are  subject 
to  dictation  from  our  Standing  Committee,  a  good 
many  of  us  are  disposed  to  kick,  as  they  say  in  our 
town.  It  seeYns  to  me,  if  it  is  to  be  carried  out  at 
all,  it  should  be  carried  out  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Association. 

Pres.  C  RUN  den. —  The  Secretary  stated  that 
there  is  no  compulsion  or  coercion  about  this.  It 
is  only  suggested  that  we  dine  in  this  way. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  My  remark  was  that  the 
carrying  out  of  such  a  plan  at  all  ought  to  be  at 
the  wish  of  the  Association.  I  wish  to  ask  if  this 
question  is  fairly  before  us  for  a  motion.  If  it  is, 
I  move  that  it  lay  on  the  table.  I  don't  care  which 
table.    The  table  of  Texas  will  do  as  well  as  any. 

Voted  that  the  Association  dine  by  States,  as 
suggested. 

W:  Beer  read  his  report  on 

aids  and  guides. 
{Seep,  rj.) 

C:  A.  Cutter,  in  place  of  his  paper  entitled 

SOME  thoughts  ON  CLASSIFICATION, 

which  he  had  not  been  able  to  complete,  pointed 
out  some  things  to  be  avoided  in  preparing  a 
scheme  for  classing  books,  as  (a)  too  minute 
classification,  where  nature  has  not  made  the  dis- 
tinction between  different  divisions  clear,  which 
occurs  especially  in  abstract  subjects,  where  the 
classifier  would  often  be  in  doubt  under  which  of 
two  subjects  a  book  should  be  put,  and  the  public 
would  be  still  more  in  doubt  under  which  to  look 
for  it;  and  {d)  too  coarse  classificadon,  where  the 
divisions  are  well  known,  and  therefore  a  thor- 
oughgoing scheme  is  easily  made  and  applied  by 
the  classifier,  and  easily  understood  by  the  public. 
This  occurs  especially  in  concrete  subjects,  partic- 
ularly in  Geography  and  History. 
The  classifier  ought,  in  preparing  his  scheme. 
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to  try  to  arrange  it  so  as  to  have  a  superfluity  of 
room  in  all  historical  and  geographical  sections, 
so  as  to  divide  it  to  the  very  minutest  extent  with- 
out giving  long  class  marks.  Not  merely  should 
he  present  all  books  treating  of  a  continent 
together,  but  all  the  books  on  a  single  country; 
and,  not  only  that,  but  sometimes  all  the  books 
on  a  single  city.  In  my  collection,  for  example, 
the  books  on  London  would  fill  as  large  a  space  as 
that  window,  so  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  pick 
out  even  the  books  on  single  buildings  of  London. 

I  have  two  announcements  to  make. 

Here  is  a  class-list  in  Philosophy,  printed  in 
very  large  type,  and  provided  with  an  index, 
making  a  pamphlet  of  ten  pages,  which  is  to  hang 
up  in  the  alcove  devoted  to  Philosophy,  and  to 
be  distributed  to  such  of  the  users  of  the  library 
as  desire  it.  This  will  be  the  first  of  a  series  of 
such  pamphlets,  which  ultimately  will  include  the 
whole  classification,  each  subject  (as  Religion, 
Law,  Medicine,  Physical  sciences.  Natural  sci- 
ences, etc.)  tp  be  printed  separately,  so  that  it  can 
be  hung  up  in  its  appropriate  alcove,  the  whole 
collected  together  to  be  also  placed  in  every  room, 
in  as  many  copies  as  prove  to  be  needed. 

When  the  Philosophy  has  been  printed  off,  I 
intend  to  alter  the  notation  from  that  used  at  the 
Boston  Athenaeum  to  the  one  which  I  prepared 
for  the  Lexington  Library  (in  which  letters  alone 
are  used  to  mark  subjects  instead  of  a  combina- 
tion of  letters  and  figures),  and  shall  print  another 
edition.  The  classification,  you  will  observe,  is 
very  full,  suitable  for  a  library  having  from  loo,- 
000  to  many  million  volumes,  or  to  a  special 
philosophical  library.  When  this  edition  has 
been  printed,  I  intend  to  cut  out  the  minuter 
subdivisions,  leaving  such  as  may  be  needed  in  a 
50^000  volume  library,  and  print  an  edition ;  and 
then  to  excise  still  more,  to  fit  the  scheme  to  a 
still  smaller  library,  and  print  a  fourth  time.  In 
place  of  the  omitted  sections  I  should  insert  notes, 
showing  what  sort  of  books  were  intended  to  go 
into  the  sections  that  are  left.  On  the  full 
scheme  that  information  is  given  by  the  subdivi- 
sions themselves.  For  instance,  under  the  head- 
ing "Ethology  (Character),"  the  sub-headings, 
Genius,  Habit,  Psychical  heredity.  Influence  of 
sex,  Temperament,  Eccentricities,  show  at  a  glance 
where  to  put  and  where  to  look  for  certain  special 
books.  When  the  sub-headings  are  out,  that  in- 
formation must  be  supplied  by  a  note,  "  Here  will 
be  put  Genius,  Habit,"  etc. 

There  is  one  other  matter  which  it  will  be 
appropriate  to  speak  of  now,  because  it  relates  to 


the  gentleman  who  will  read  the  next  paper.  As 
the  funds  of  the  Association  were  not  sufficient 
to  afford  the  publication  in  last  year's  Proceed- 
ings of  Mr.  Linderfelt*s  adaptation  of  Dciatzko's 
Rules  for  cataloging,  I  attempted  to  get  the  Pul> 
lishing  Section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to  undertake  the 
work ;  but  it  was  obliged  to  refuse  for  the  same 
reason, —  want  of  funds.  Being  unwilling  that  so 
much  good  work  should  be  lost,  I  am  printing 
it  myself.  I  am  sure  that  it  b  not  the  foolish 
affection  of  a  foster-father  that  makes  me 
believe  the  book  to  be  of  the  very  highest  im- 
portance to  all  catalogers.  While  I  naturally 
hope  it  will  not  entirely  supersede  my  own  Rules, 
I  see  that  it  presents  the  subject  under  a  very 
different  aspect  and  in  a  new  order.  A  cataloger 
who  loves  his  profession,  and  wishes  to  broaden 
his  views,  will  profit  greatly  by  comparing  the  two 
treatises.  Then  again,  examples  are  always  inter- 
esting ;  Herr  Dziatzko  was  profuse  in  examples, 
and  Mr.  Linderfelt  has  supplied  still  more.  Besides 
this,  Mr.  linderfelt  has  added,  in  an  appendix,  a  list 
of  Oriental  titles,  with  their  translations, —  some- 
thing that  is  not  to  be  found,  so  far  as  I  know,  any- 
where else  in  literature.  We  hoped  to  have  the 
book  ready  three  months  ago ;  but  the  preparation 
of  the  appendix,  and  the  necessity  of  cutting  many 
matrices  for  the  accented  letters  required  in  print- 
ing Oriental  words  and  names,  has  delayed  us. 
The  appendix  will  be  found  worth  the  delay.  The 
Library  Bureau  will  be  the  selling  agents,  and  they 
are  ready  to  receive  orders. 
K.  A.  Linderfelt  read  his 

REPORT  ON  CATALOGS  AND  CLASSIFICATION. 

(Seep,  67.) 

On  motion  of  R.  B.  Poole,  voted  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  decide  which  list  of  titles  ot 
works  on  catalogs  and  classification  ^should  be 
printed,  —  that  of  Mr.  Linderfelt  or  Mr.  Beer,  —  or 
whether  the  two  should  be  combined. 

J.  Edmands. —  I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Cutter 
if,  in  printing  the  classification  of  his  library,  he 
cannot  adapt  it  to  libraries  of  different  sixes,  by 
the  use  of  different  kinds  of  type  ? 

C.  A.  Cutter. —  I  use  many  different  sizes  of 
type,  but  for  another  purpose. 

Sec  Dewey. —  I  suppose  Mr.  Cutter  uses  his 
type  as  we  do,  with  different  sizes  for  different 
grades  of  subjects.  We  have  adopted  the  plan, 
in  some  cases,  of  simply  drawing  a  pen  through 
the  minuter  divisions,  leaving  the  type  legible,  so 
as  to  explain  what  was  covered  by  the  heads  in 
larger  type,  though  not  used  in  the  dassificatioo. 
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This  secares  in  a  single  copy  that  the  user,  when 
he  sees  a  generic  head,  will  also  see  the  catncelled 
lines,  and  know  what  is  included  under  the  major 
head.  Each  library  will  use  it  differently.  In  a 
town  full  of  manufactories,  one  would  use  most  of 
the  manufacturing  heads ;  in  a  college  community, 
the  heads  under  philology.  It  would  involve 
printing  forty  different  editions  of  the  classifica- 
tion to  meet  this ;  whereas,  if  you  print  a  full  edi- 
tion, by  cancelling  the  small  type  not  needed,  each 
librarian  can  adapt  it  to  his  own  use  very  easily. 

J.  Edmands. —  An  additional  help  is  to  indent 
the  smaller  subdivisions,  so  as  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  primary  and  subordinate  classes. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  Mr.  Dewey  was  right  in  saying 
that  I  use  the^ variety  of  type  as  he  does,  to  show 
the  grades  in  the  hierarchy  of  classification,  and  I 
cannot  use  it  to  give  the  relative  importance  of 
the  different  classes  in  different  libraries.  My 
reason  for  cutting  out  part  of  the  classes,  and 
printing  a  smaller  edition,  is  that  I  find  if  a  per- 
son, not  an  expert  in  classification,  once  looks  at  a 
system  of  classification  drawn  out  minutely,  he 
looks  at  it  no  more.  You  may  explain  as  much  as 
you  please,  he  will  not  use  the  scheme,  but  will  be 
frightened  away.  So  I  would  rather  go  to  the 
expense  of  printing  another  smsdl  edition,  with  a 
great  deal  left  out,  or  thrown  into  the  form  of 
explanatory  notes. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Do  you  agree  that,  for  the  use  of  a 
classifier  and  librarian,  the  other  form  is  better  ? 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  Certainly. 

Sec.  Dewey. — Then  would  it  not  be  better  to 
print  broadsides  tO;hang  in  the  alcoves,  as  they  do 
at  Harvard  ?  As  I  understand,  you  propose  to  hang 
up  a  pamphlet  of,  say  a  dozen  pages  in  the  alcove. 
Tell  us  your  opinion  of  posting  a  short  summary 
on  a  placard. 

C:  A.  Cutter. — I  posted  such  summaries  in  the 
Athenaeum  twenty-one  years  ago.  The  indexed 
pamphlet  is  merely  the  development  of  the  broad- 
side summary.  The  full  apparatus  is  this:  In 
each  room  one  or  more  copies  of  the  complete 
classification;  at  the  beginning  of  each  depart- 
ment, a  pamphlet  of  perhaps  eight  pages,  the  first 
page  having  a  summary  of  the  whole  (this  classifi- 
cation of  Philosophy  is  an  example) ;  next,  placards 
around  the  room,  showing  the  separate  subdivisions. 
For  instance,  at  the  alcove  of  Physical  science,  there 
would  be  one  of  the  pamphlets ;  then  over  each 
section  of  the  shelves,  such  heads  as  Astronomy, 
Chemistry,  Electrics,  etc.,  so  that  a  person,  glancing 
around,  could  at  once  see  where  each  division  is. 
The  fotirth  guide  would  be  little  shelf  labels,  just  as 


wide  as  the  shelf,  one  of  them  for  each  sub- 
division. But  as  some  persons  might  not  be 
sure  under  which  of  these  general  heads  they 
would  find  the  subdivision  sought,  we  cannot  dis- 
pense with  a  detailed  classification  and  index. 
W:  £.  Foster  read  his  paper  on 

CLASSIFICATION  FROM   THE    READER'S    POINT  OF 
VIEW. 

{Step,  6.) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Pres.  Crunden  mentioned,  to  illustrate  the 
influence  of  the  Association  in  other  matters  than 
those  purely  technical,  the  receipt  of  a  request 
from  England  for  a  copy  of  the  A.  L.  A.  singing 
book,  and  to  show  a  lack  of  attention  to  the 
printed  proceedings,  a  request  for  statistical  in- 
formation respecting  Sunday  opening  from  one 
who  would  naturally  have  received  Miss  M.  S. 
Cutler's  exhaustive  paper  on  that  subject.  He 
read  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  regret 
from  R.  C.  Woodward,  Librarian  of  the  Warder 
Library  of  Springfield,  O. :  — 

For  with  every  librarian,  I  trust,  the  aim  is  to 
magnify  our  office  and  duties,  not  so  much  by 
doing  and  striving  for  some  great  thing  that  may 
add  to  personal  fame,  as  to  do  the  many  little 
things  so  thoroughly  well  that  the  results  attained 
will  be  for  the  highest  good  of  the  community  in 
which  we  dwell.  To  my  mind,  our  work  is  part 
of  God's  work ;  for  are  we  not  truly  teachers  and 
aiders  also  in  helping  others  to  secure  noble  and 
true  characters  that  time  cannot  destroy?  In 
this  lies  the  secret  of  our  best  efforts,  which  can- 
not be  remunerated  by  dollars  and  cents.  The 
librarian  or  assistant  who  works  mechanically  for 
the  pay  only,  has  not  experienced  the  highest  joy 
and  reward.  The  true  librarian  often  needs,  not 
so  much  an  increase  of  salary,  as  greater  freedom 
and  enlarged  opportunity  for  usefulness,  that  he 
may  develop  talents  to  the  full  in  the  execution 
of  plans  for  the  good  of  all.  Sending  my  regrets 
but  mildly  and  inadequately  expresses  my  disap- 
pointment in  not  being  present  at  the  Fabyan 
council. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  hope  the  members  will  not 
engage  in  any  excursions  that  interfere  with  our 
business.  I  have  been  exceedingly  gratified  at 
the  spirit  shown  so  far.  Attend  as  many  sessions 
as  possible.  We  have  tried  to  arrange  it  so  that 
those  not  interested  in  certain  topics  can  omit 
some,  but  I  hope  most  of  you  will  attend  all,  tak- 
ing as  your  motto,  Bibliothecarius  sum  :  ^Niotke- 
cole  nihil  a  me  alienum  puto. 
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On  motion  of  S:  S.  Green  it  was  voted  that 
Justin  Winsor,  LL.D.,  be  a  delegate  of  this 
Association  to  the  meeting  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  at 
Reading. 

The  motion  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a 
stenographer  having  been  taken  from  the  table, 
the  following  substitute  was  moved  by  S:  S. 
Green  and  adopted :  — 

VoUd^  That  the  Standing  Committee  be  empow- 
ered, not  instructed,  to  employ  a  stenographer  at 
future  meetings  of  the  Association. 

REVISION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

S:  S.  Green.— The  matters  brought  forward  by 
the  President  in  his  address,  and  by  the  Secretary 
in  his  report,  contain  many  valuable  recommenda- 
tions, and  ought  of  course  to  be  attended  to.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Association  held  in  St.  Louis, 
a  committee  was  appointed,  of  which  Mr.  R.  R. 
Bowker  was  chairman,  to  revise  the  present  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  and  present  them  in  print  to 
every  member  three  months  before  this  meeting. 
That  report  has  not  been  made.  It  seems  to  me  that 
similar  action  ought  to  be  taken  by  this  conven- 
tion. I  therefore  move  that  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed;  that  this  committee  include  Mr.  Crun- 
den  and  Mr.  Dewey,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  this  meeting,  present  in  print  to  every  mem- 
ber a  copy  of  the  revised  constitution  and  of  the 
by-laws  that  they  may  think  it  advisable  for  the 
Association  to  adopt  I  make  this  motion  not  at 
all  with  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  Secretary 
or  the  President  from  getting  the  sentiment  of  the 
meeting  in  regard  to  the  matters  which  they  pro- 
posed, but  rather  to  evoke  discussion  as  to  whether 
it  is  desirable  to  make  those  changes. 

Mr.  Green's  motion  was  carried. 

Pres.  Crunden.  —  That  motion  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  discharge  of  the  former  committee, 
which  has  made  no  report. 

Sec  Dewey.— Mr.  President,  as  we  are  both 
named  as  members  of  this  committee,  I  should 
like  to  say  what  I  think  will  voice  the  sentiment 
of  this  Association.  It  was  an  experiment  15 
years  ago  when  we  drafted  this  constitution.  As 
you  remember,  last  year  at  St.  Louis  the  sharpest 
criticism  that  was  made  on  it  was  by  Mr.  Winsor, 
upon  the  section  which  Mr.  Winsor  drew  himself. 
Now  that  was  done  when  the  work  and  functions 
of  libraries  were  not  as  well  defined  as  they  are 
now. 

There  is  another  committee  that  is  really  a  ten- 
der to  thb  committee, —  that  is,  the  committee  suc- 
ceeding Mr.  Foster's  committee  last  year.  They 
were  instructed  to  gather  resolutions  and  by-laws, 


and  print  them;  and  that  committee  should  cer- 
tainly be  merged  in  this  committee  of  five,  which 
covers  the  same  field.  I  move  that  that  commit- 
tee be  discharged,  and  its  duties  transferred  to 
this  new  committee,  which  shall  cover  consti- 
tution, by-laws,  and  rules.  It  seems  desirable  to 
revise  a  number  of  things  in  our  constitution.  One 
part  of  the  plan  was  to  elect  an  executive  board  of 
five,  who  should  elect  all  the  officers.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  elect  our  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  perhaps  one  or  two  other  officers,  by  a 
direct  vote  of  all  the  members,  and  would  like  to 
draw  out  the  sentiment  of  the  Association  on  this 
question.  Committees  that  could  meet  and  work 
together,  could  be  chosen  by  a  board  after  execu- 
tive discussion,  better  than  we  can  elect  them  in 
open  meeting. 

The  motion  of  Secretary  Dewey  was  carried. 
cooperation  committee. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  call  up  the  report  of  the  Co- 
operation Conmiittee  again,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
taken  up  section  by  section  to  see  if  any  action  is 
required. 

J.  Edmands. —  I  move  that  the  whole  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-laws. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.—  I  suppose  our  constitution 
defines,  of  course  in  somewhat  general  terms,  the 
duties  of  the  Cooperation  Committee.  I  should 
like  to  see  it  so  arranged  that  the  committee  on 
revision  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  can  have 
the  benefit  of  these  suggestions,  in  so  far  as  they 
may  affect  the  general  statement  to  be  put  into 
the  rules.  Beyond  that,  it  seems  to  me,  the 
ground  is  best  covered  by  referring  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Cooperation  Committee.  Part  of 
this  plan  suggested  in  the  report  is  an  admirable 
one;  but  I  think  it  can  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of 
successive  Cooperation  Committees  to  devise  means 
by  which  they  can  carry  out  views  suggested  by 
the  members. 

Sec  Dewey. —  (After  reading  section  6,  article 
4  of  the  constitution.)  The  work  of  this  commit- 
tee has  never  been  closely  defined.  It  has  simply 
drifted  on  the  strength  of  this  simple  statement. 
The  committee  do  nothing  in  a  case  that  is  left  to 
their  discretion  or  wisdom.  They  simply  wait. 
It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  wiser  to  read  this 
report  by  sections,  and  be  sure  how  far  it  meets 
approval,  so  that  the  Committee  on  Constitution  can 
take  these  references  and  notes,  and  go  forward. 
We  should,  while  this  dbcussion  is  fresh  in  mind, 
have  rules  drawn  up  which  would  express  the 
sentiment  of  the  Association. 
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W.  S.  BiscoE  read  the  first  recommendation  of 
the  committee. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  I  move  that  this  still  be  con- 
sidered part  of  the  work  of  the  Cooperation 
Committee.    Voted.  «, 

W.  S.  BiscoE  read  the  rest  of  the  report. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  I  move  that  all  matter  relating 
to  bibliography  be  referred  to  the  Publishing 
Section.    Voted. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  I  move  that  the  committee 
consist  of  three  from  the  same  section  of  the  coun- 
try.   Voted. 

STATE  LIBRARIANS. 

Sec  Dewey. —  I  would  like  to  say,  on  behalf  of 
the  Association  of  State  Librarians  who  meet  at  2.30 
p.  M.,  that  the  meeting  is  not  for  State  librarians 
alone,  but  we  expect  all  members  interested  in 
developing  State  libraries  to  attend,  and  join  in 
the  discussions.  We  shall  have  up  the  question 
whether  State  libraries  should  lend  their  books  to 
other  libraries;  the  formation  of  clearing-houses 
for  exchange  of  State  documents,  and  a  dozen 
other  questions  of  interest  to  all  librarians.  I 
hope  it  will  not  seem  unfit  if  I  say,  what  many  of 
you  know,  that  many  State  librarians  are  ap- 
pointed to  the  positions  they  hold  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form.  Only  the  other  day  a  friend  told 
me  of  a  certain  librarian  whom  he  never  could 
find  in  his  library,  no  matter  how  often  he  called ; 
but  he  never  failed  to  find  him  outside  in  a 
saloon.  We  don't  expect  a  man  of  that  sort  to 
come  to  a  meeting  of  State  librarians.  We  do 
not  want  him.  He  would  want  to  go  on  excur- 
sions all  the  while,  morning,  afternoon,  and  even- 
ing. We  would  like  to  see  our  way  to  get  better 
support  from  the  State  treasuries,  and  the  way  to 
do  it  is  by  doing  in  the  State  libraries  certain 
useful  things  for  all  libraries  in  each  State.  All 
interested  in  this  phase  of  the  State  library 
should  come  in,  and  see  what  can  be  done.  Your 
right  on  the  floor  will  be  just  as  good  as  if  you 
were  a  State  librarian,  and  every  one  of  us  will  be 
glad  to  hear  what  you  think  can  be  done. 

PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

S:  S.  Green.— I  move,  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Documents,  that  our  joint  resolu- 
tion (printed  in  Library  journal ,  v.  14,  p.  268)  be 
introduced  into  Congress  again.    Voted. 

S:  S.  Green.—  I  move  that  the  Association 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  offered  by  Mr. 
J.   G.  Ames  for  the  appointment  of  an  official 
^  of  public  documents. 

G&iswoLD.— I  would  like  to  ask  how 


the  proposed  index  would  differ  from  the  publica- 
tion of  Mr.  Hickoz. 

S:  S.  Green.— Mr.  Hickox's  is  a  Ibt.  This  is 
an  index. 

Weston  Flint.— I  think  it  is  better  for  our 
Association  to  pass  a  resolve  in  regard  to  the 
desirability  of  this  work,  and  let  the  administra- 
tion of  it  be  settled  in  Congress. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  move  as  a  substitute 
that  the  Association  memorialize  Congress  for  the 
publication  of  official  indexes  to  current  public 
documents.    Voted. 

J.  Edmands. —  Is  it  not  well  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion also  in  regard  to  title-pages  and  contents 
of  books?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  documents 
issued  by  Congre5%s  are  in  this  respect  very  bad. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  am  afraid  that  would  not  work 
well.  It  is  not  well  to  seek  for  too  many  things  at 
once.  We  know  we  want  this  general  resolution 
of  ours.  As  soon  as  we  have  got  that,  we  want 
a  selection  of  government  publications,  those  of 
the  most  popular  interest,  sent  to  the  smaller  libra- 
ries. I  think  that  thing  would  come  before  even 
this  important  matter  Mr.  Edmands  suggests.  It 
is  hard  enough  to  get  anything  done,  even  when 
we  try  for  one  thing. 

I  wish  to  express,  on  the  part  of  the  committee, 
a  desire  to  act  cordially  in  connection  with  the 
committee  of  the  State  Library  Association ;  also 
to  remind  the  Association  that  ours  is  not  one  of 
the  regular  committees,  and  has  to  be  appointed 
by  the  convention. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  We  all  feel  that  this  question  of 
public  documents  is  one  of  the  most  important 
with  which  this  Association  has  to  deal.  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  light  on  the  subject.  We 
have  been  at  work  on  this  for  15  years.  Some 
things  have  been  accomplished,  but  we  have  not 
accomplished  as  much  as  we  ought.  I  don't  be- 
lieve we  are  going  to  accomplish  much  by  passing 
general  resolutions.  The  right  thing  to  do  would 
be  to  pick  out  the  right  man,  and  send  him  to 
Washington  to  find  members  of  Congress  and  sen- 
ators who  would  follow  this  up.  I  don't  think 
there  is  any  real  opposition  to  a  reform. 

S:  S.  Green.— There  is  a  decided  opposition. 
The  Committee  on  Prinring  of  the  Senate  is  un- 
willing to  spend  any  money.  Mr.  Manderson,  Chair- 
man of  that  committee,  has  been  favorable;  but  in- 
fluential senators  —  especially  Senator  Hawley,  of 
Connecticut —  are  dead  set  against  any  movement 
for  the  expenditure  of  money,  even  for  providing 
these  few  public  documents  which  the  depositories 
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require.  We  meet  his  opposition  every  time  we 
maJce  an  effort. 

Sec  Dbwby. —  A  great  deal  less  money  is  re- 
quired to  do  what  we  want  done  than  is  now  spent 
on  public  documents.  Does  any  one  bring  up  any 
specific  argument  except  the  expense  ? 

S:  S.  Green. —  No,  that  is  the  argument.  Mr. 
Ames  shows  them  how  little  it  costs.  They  will 
spend  money  for  other  things,  but  not  for  this. 

Sec  Dewey. —  There  are  many  people  outside 
this  Association  disgusted  with  the  wastefulness  of 
Congress  in  this  matter.  There  is  more  money 
spent  by  the  Federal  government  in  botching  it,  than 
is  necessary  to  do  the  work  well.  We  may  get 
together  and  pass  resolutions,  write  them  out,  and 
send  them  to  Congress.  It  will  do  no  good.  All  of 
you  know  that  petitions  go  on  there  signed  by  50,000 
names,  yet  they  go  into  the  waste-basket.  I  be- 
lieve we  have  had  the  Fabian  policy  in  this  long 
enough.  After  what  cropped  out  in  regard  to  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  my  suggestion  is  that 
we  should  try  to  send  the  right  men  there ;  follow 
the  matter  up  by  individual  effort  till  we  get  strong 
men  to  push  it  through.  Another  point  of  attack 
is  through  the  State  legislatures.  Those  who  saw 
the  address  drawn  up  by  the  State  Librarians' 
Association,  will  remember  we  laid  great  stress  on 
this  matter,  and  we  had  answers  from  governors 
of  States  and  others  of  powerful  influence,  who 
were  ready  to  cooperate  with  os.  Would  it  not 
be  well  if  we  could  get  each  legislature  to  pass 
strong  resolutions,  asking  the  passage  of  this 
measure,  and  then  have  strong  men  go  to  Congress 
with  the  requests  of  the  legislatures  ?  That  might 
carry  our  point  Our  old  way  is  like  trying  to 
drive  a  tenpenny  nail  with  a  shingle. 

S:  S.  G&EKN. — This  Association  is  very  much 
indebted  \o  Senator  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  worked  in  our  behalf, 
and  particularly  to  get  this  A.  L.  A.  resolution 
through  Congress.  Not  long  ago  he  came  home 
to  Worcester  and  said  to  mie,  ''Your  resolu- 
tion is  in  Abraham*s  bosom."  He  said  somebody 
proposed  certain  documents  to  be  sent  to  the 
depositories,  and  he  had  that  matter  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Library,  of  which  he  was  acting 
chairman.  "  I  am  going  to  report  your  resolution 
as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  which  has  been 
referred  to  us."  He  did  so.  Hawley  and  others 
immediately  arose  and  attacked  the  resolution  and 
killed  it.  Mr.  Ames's  recommendation  to  the 
committee  is  to  have  leading  librarians  go  to  Wash- 
ington and  exert  their  influence  by  going  before 
committees  and  talking  with  members.    That  is 


an  admirable  thing  to  do,  but  seems  to  be  imprac- 
ticable. I  would  like  very  much  if  that  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Dewey's  could  be  carried  out,  of  getting 
State  legislatures  to  take  this  matter  up,  and  to 
have  somebody  in  Washington  to  represent  us, 
who  could  be  working  all  the  time.  Knowing  as 
I  do  the  fruitfulness  of  the  suggestions  which  are 
likely  to  come  from  the  State  Association,  I  said 
it  was  with  the  greatest  cordiality  this  committee 
desired,  so  far  as  it  could  bind  its  successors,  to 
act  in  cooperation  with  the  committee  having 
similar  plans  to  accomplish,  connected  with  the 
State  Library  Association. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  In  this  connection  I  will  read 
a  question.  How  far  are  the  printed  catalog  slips 
occasionally  provided  in  government  and  other 
publications  really  useful  ? 

B:  P.  Mann. —  I  should  use  them  if  I  found  them. 

Of  the  15  who  had  noticed  these  slips,  3  found 
them  useful ;  12  did  not. 

Pres.  Crunden.— I  have  a  letter  asking  how  to 
use  government  documents. 

S:  S.  Green. — There  was  a  question  asked  me 
a  week  or  two  ago  about  a  certain  piece  of  ord- 
nance. I  thought  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world  was  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  department 
of  ordnance.  There  I  found  the  information 
desired. 

Sec  Dewey. —  This  letter  is  a  type  of  many 
written  since  the  Association  was  founded.  I 
move  that  our  committee  on  public  documents  be 
requested  to  submit  to  the  Association  at  its  next 
meeting  a  paper  on  utilization  of  public  docu- 
ments, pointing  out  definitely  how  to  get  the  most 
good  out  of  such  collections.    Voted. 

Adjourned  at  12.45  p*  i"* 

THIRD  SESSION. 

(WEDNESDAY,  2.3O  P.  II.) 

Meeting  of  State  Library  Association. 

( The  report  is  given  after  the  report  of  the  College 

Section,) 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

(WEDNESDAY,  7.45  P.  II.) 

Pres.  Crunden  announced  the  following  com- 
mittees :  — 

Resolutions,^\fi  I.  Fletcher,  W:  H.  Brett,  W: 
C.  Lane,  J:  M.  Glenn,  J:  V.  Cheney. 

Social  evening, — Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler,  Miss  T. 
H.  West,  Miss  H.  P.  James,  Miss  Ada  Bunnell, 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Loomis,  with  A:  W.  Whelpley,  C:  C. 
Soule,  C:  R.  Dudley,  and  G.  M.  Jones. 
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Keception.^yivss  M.  S.  Cutler,  ex  officio^  Mrs.  H: 
J.  Carr,  Miss  E.  M.  Coe,Miss  C.  H.Garland,  Miss 
F.  £.  Woodworth,  Miss  L.  S.  Cutler,  Miss  S. 
Johnson  and  C:  C.  Soule,  H.  E.  DaTidson,  W:  E: 
Parker,  H:  J.  Carr,  C:  A.  Nelson,  W:  I.  Fletcher, 
and  F.  B.  Gay. 

H:  J.  Carr  read  the 

treasurer's  report. 
Henry  J.  Carr,  TVeasurer^  in  account  with  the 
American  Library  Association  :  — 

1889.  Dr. 

May  I.  To  balance  on  hand  from  last 
report  (St.  Louis  Confer- 
ence)     $81683 

May  8  to  Dec  31, 1889. 

To  7  temporary  member  fees 
(St  Louis) 1400 

To  annual  membership  fees, 
viz.:  For  years  1887,  1888, 
1889,  I    .   $600 

For  years  1888-89,  3i  .8400 
"      "    1888,  I    .     200 

-      "    1889,        32    .   6400 

15600 

189a 

Jan.  25.  To  interest  on  deposits  (Grand 

Rapids,  1889) 1325 

Mar.  20.  To  interest  on  deposits  (Con- 
cord, 6  months,  1889)     .     .  1 80 

J uly  23.   To  interest  on  deposits  (Grand 

Rapids,  6  months,  1890)  .    .  3  52 

Feb.  10.    To   I  life  membership  (Mrs. 

Moses  Wadley) 25  00 

Aug.  29.   To  sale  i  copy  proceedings, 

1886. 100 

Jan.  2.  to  Sept  4, 1890. 

To  annual  membership  fees, 

viz.: — 
For  years  1888-89,      i  .  I400 
"    "  1888-89^0,      I  .    600 
"    "    1890,         166   33200 

343  00 

Total I't37340 

1889.  Cr. 

May  II.  By  R:  R.  Bowker,  bill  of 
Elleard  Floral  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  May  9,  1889,  cut 
flowers  for  Dyer  testimo- 
nial       Is  00 

May  18.  By  W:  £.  Foster,  Providence, 
bill  of  April  30, 1889,  envel- 
opes and  stamps  in  mailing 
constitution  and  member 

lists 388 

By  Snow  &  Famham,  Provi- 
dence, bill  of  April  ^ 
1889,  printing  500  copies 
of  constitution  and  mem- 
ber liit    i6oo 


May  29.    By  R.  B.  Poole,  bill  of  Nixon- 
*  Tones    Printing    Co.,   St 
Louis,  May  11, 1889,  print- 
ing too  copies  Cooperation 
Com.  report 

June  15.  By  Library  Bureau,  Boston, 
bill  of  May  28, 1889,  circu- 
lars and  expenses  prelim- 
inary to  St  Louis  Confer- 
ence     

Aug.  26.  By  special  deposit  in  Grand 
Rapids  Savings  Bank,  in 
name  of  A.  L.  A.    .    .    . 

Oct.  10.    By  Library  Bureau,  2  bills, 
vir.:  — 
July  10, 1889,  for  I  attendance 

register 

July  30, 1889,  ^or  I  seal  press 

Nov.  19.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
Oct  22, 1889,  for  350  copies 
Proceedings  St.  Louis 
Conference  (160  pp.)  .  . 
Also  for  envelopes,  dire<;(ing 
and  delivery  of  229  copies 

distributed 

($445  paid  on  account,  Nov. 
19,  1889,  and  balance 
$43  01  paid  Feb.  7,  1890) 


189a 
Feb.  24. 


Apr.  18. 
May  18, 


*7  5o 


74*2 


40000 


300 
500 


46933 


1868 


20  54 


900 


1545 


Sept.  4. 


By  Publishers'  Weehly,  bUl  of 
Nov.  I,  1889,  paper  for 
Proceedings,  dt.  Louis 
Conference 

By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
March  19,  1890^  1,100  let- 
ter heads  tor  various 
officers  of  A.  L.  A.  .  .  . 
1889,  to  Feb.  II,  1890. 

By  current  expenses  of  Treas- 
urer's office,  for  postage, 
express,  and  printing,  as 
per  detailea  account 
voucher   

Aggregate  payments    .    .    .  $1,059  60 
Balance     on     hand    to   be 

accounted  for,  on  deposit 

at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.    .        313  80 

Total I'»373  40 


B. 

The  membership  status,  at  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1890^  is  as  follows :  — 

Life  members 25 

Regular  members  paid  to  1890,  inclusive    .    .    167 

192 

Also  owing  for  1890  only, 51 

"       "    i889and  1890.  ....      9 
"    1888,1889,1890,    ...    38 

Total •    ...    190 
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Proceedings  remaining  in  hands  of  Treasurer :  — 

12  copies  Milwaukee  Conf.,  1886. 

42     '*      Thousand  Islands  Conf.,  1887. 

4      **      Catskill  MeeUng,  1888. 
90     *«      St.  Louis  Conf.,  1889. 

The  special  deposit  of  I400  has  been  made  by 
the  Treasurer,  with  advice  of  and  under  direction 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  with  a  view  to  carrying 
out  the  vote  of  the  Association  at  the  St.  Louis 
conference,  looking  towards  an  accumulation  of 
an  interest-bearing  fund  to  offset  the  paid-up  life 
memberships  which  do  not  afford  annual  contri- 
butions. 

The  deposit  is  at  the  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.) 
Savings  Bknk,  at  4  per  cent  interest,  compounded 
and  added  to  the  deposit  each  six  months. 

By  the  terms  of  the  deposit  (which  stands  in  the 
name  of  the  A.  L.  A.)  it  may  be  added  to  at  will, 
but  is  not  subject  to  current  draft,  nor  to  with- 
drawal, except  upon  vote  of  the  Association  at 
a  regular  meeting,  duly  certified  under  its  seal 
by  signatures  of  the  President,  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer. 

In  conclusion  the  Treasurer  urges  that  in  any 
contemplated  revision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Association,  careful  attention  be  given  to  the 
question  of  both  increasing  the  current  revenues 
and  of  reducing  the  expenditures  upon  the  Pro- 
ceedings. While  the  latter  publications  are  es- 
sential and  of  value  to  the  library  world  (especially 
so  to  such  members  as  cannot  attend  the  con- 
ferences), they  do  absorb  so  great  a  proportion  of 
the  present  income  from  membership  fees  as  to 
really  prevent  the  Association  from  obtaining  that 
strength  in  a  financial  way  which  is  really  essential 
to  a  due  growth  of  its  effectiveness  as  a  working 
institution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H:  J.  Carr, 

TVtasurer. 

Report  referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

H:  M.  Utley  read  his  report  on 

LIBRARY  ARCHITECTURE. 

{See  p.  12  andp,  tyj,) 
W:  I.  Fletcher  read  his  paper  on 

PROPER  LIGHTING  OF  LIBRARY  ROOMS. 

(Seep,  9.) 

NEWBERRY    LIBRARY. 

W:  F.  PooLB.— Within  the  past  week  the 
trustees,  in  conference  with  the  librarian  and  archi- 
tect, have  decided  upon  plans  which  I  will  briefly 
explain.    If  any  one.  at  this  time,  when  the  old  is 


going  out  and  the  new  is  coming  in,  mainly  in 
consequence  of  what  has  been  done  in  this  As- 
sociation, supposes  that  it  is  a  simple  problem  to 
make  the  plans  of  a  large  library  building,  he  is 
mistaken.  There  is  no  model  structure  which  we 
could  reproduce.  Besides  the  inherent  difficulties 
of  the  undertaking,  it  is  not  easy,  when  we  step  out 
of  the  beaten  track,  for  a  number  of  thoughtful  per- 
sons to  concur  in  adopting  a  design  based  on  new 
principles,  although  each  desires  to  avoid  the 
acknowledged  faults  of  construction  in  what  is 
known  as  the  conventional  library  building,  of 
which  the  plans  of  the  Astor  Library  of  New 
York,  the  Baltimore  Peabody  Institute,  the  Con- 
gressional Library,  and  the  Boston  and  Cincinnati 
Public  Libraries  are  types.  We  have  sought  to 
avoid  (i)  the  great  loss  of  space  in  the  middle  of 
the  building;  (2)  the  difficulty  of  heating  uni- 
formly the  large  rooms,  50  or  60  feet  high, 
which,  when  the  temperature  is  agreeable  on  the 
floor,  is  so  hot  in  the  galleries  as  to  destroy  the 
bindings  of  books,  and  injure  the  health  of  attend- 
ants. It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,  that,  in  a 
room  artifically  heated,  the  temperature  rises  one 
degree  with  every  foot  of  elevation.  We  wished 
(3)  to  get  rid  of  tramping  up  four,  five,  or  six 
stories  of  galleries  for  books  —  the  most  unprofit- 
able and  injurious  physical  exercise  a  person  can 
engage  in.  We  wanted  (4)  a  plan  by  which  the 
building  could  be  enlarged  in  harmony  with  the 
general  design  and  without  disturbing  what  had 
already  been  built.  The  common  gothic  structure 
can  be  enlarged  skyward  by  taking  off  the  roof,  and 
laterally  by  taking  down  one  side  and  spoiling  the 
the  original  plan.  We  sought  (5)  to  provide 
every  possible  protection  from  fire  which  may 
start  inside  of  the  building. 

If  fire  begins  in  the  conventional  structure,  it 
has  a  free  range  through  the  whole  building ;  and 
the  books  which  the  fire  does  not  destroy,  water 
and  smoke  will.  We  have,  therefore,  arranged 
our  building  in  compartments  of  moderate  size, 
each  of  which  is  fire-proof,  and  is  separated  from 
every  other  by  a  fire  wall,  so  that  fire  could  not 
spread  from  the  room  in  which  it  began.  We 
wanted  (6)  to  secure  to  readers  the  best  facilities 
for  readily  procuring  the  books  they  need,  and  the 
opportunity  to  read  them  quietly  and  undisturbed 
by  noise  and  visitors.  The  reading-rooms  with 
which  scholars  are  familiar  do  not  furnish  these 
advantages.  We  wished  (7)  to  escape  the  un- 
necessary expense  of  erecting  the  usual  gothic 
building  with  its  columns,  heavy  girders,  and 
lantern  of  iron  and  glass.    If  it  be  finished   ia 
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wood,  it  is  a  tinder  box;  if  in  iron,  it  is  very 
costly.  These  matters  have  been  discussed  in 
this  Association  for  the  past  ten  years;  and  there 
has  been  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that 
these  objections  to  the  usual  style  exist  and  ought 
to  be  remedied. 

One  of  the  methods  devised  for  obviating  these 
objections  is  the  stack  system,  first  constructed  in 
the  annex  to  the  Harvard  University  Library. 
When  I  first  saw  that  stack  I  was  impressed  with 
its  resemblance  to  the  interior  of  a  model  prison. 
I  saw  my  favorite  authors  *'in  quod,**  and  felt 
that  they  deserved  better  treatment.  This  ar- 
rangement does  not  contribute  to  aesthetic  de- 
mands, nor  meet  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
mentioned.^  The  heat  problem  is  unsolved  if  the 
room  be  heated  in  winter;  and  I  am  told  that  in 
summer  the  heat  is  terrific  in  the  upper  galleries. 
Then  there  is  the  old*fashion  tread-mill  exercise 
of  climbing  these  four  and  five  stories  of  galleries. 

OkH  ^1 


Perhaps  the  greatest  objection  is  the  impossibility 
of  lighting  the  narrow  passage-ways  in  a  stack 
uniformly.  Mr.  Fletcher,  who  has  a  stack  in  his 
(the  Amherst  College)  library,  has  just  com- 
mented on  this  fact  from  his  own  experience. 
The  ends  of  the  passage-ways  are  easily  lighted ; 
but  the  light  diminishes  as  one  enters,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  stack  it  is  so  dark  that  the  titles  of 
books  can  with  difficulty  be  read.  He  says  the  light 
which  gets  in  strikes  the  shelves  vertically,  and  is  not 
effective.  I  am  told  by  employ^  in  the  Harvard 
library  that  in  afternoons  and  in  cloudy  weather, 
the  titles  of  books  in  the  two  lower  tiers  of  that 
stack  cannot  be  read.  Students  in  their  investiga- 
tions often  need  access  to  books  upon  the  shelves 
and  sufficient  light  to  read  them.  The  narrow, 
ill-lighted  passage-ways  of  a  stack  are  unfavorable 
conditions  for  such  consultation. 

Our  method  has  been  very  different.    We  have 
adopted  a  compartment  system.    The  books  are 
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A  —  Auditorinm  seating  4C0  persons.    Over  A,  B,  F,  G,  and  P  are  book  rooms ;  over  D,  C,  and  £,  one  reading  room. 
B— Reception  rooms  vA  bibliographical  exhibit. 
C  —  Porter  and  doak  room. 
D  — Hall. 

E-Business  ofices  of  the  Newberry  Estate. 
F— Tmstees  of  library. 
G— Books  on  Bibliographjr. 

H,  I,  and  J  —  Library  administration,  librarian's  room,  catalogning,  etc. 
M  —  Readmc-room  in  second  story,  over  C,  E,  and  D. 
K.  L,  O,  ana  P  —  Book-rooms  in  second  story,  oyer  A,  B,  F,  G,  and  P. 

The  thinl,  Ibarth,  and  fifth  stories  will  contain  similar  rooms,  and  also  study  rooms.    The  capacity  of  the  structure 
when  full  will  be  1,000,000  volumet;  conyenient  working  capacity,  600,000  volumes. 
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classified  by  their  subjects  into  departments,  and 
each  of  the  departments  has  a  separate  room 
assigned  to  it,  where  the  books  are  read,  as  well  as 
shelved.  Each  o£  these  rooms  is  fitted  up  with  all 
the  conveniences  for  study,  and  will  have  an 
attendant  in  charge  who  is  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject and  the  books  in  the  department.  The  fine 
arts  will  constitute  one  of  these  departments,  and 
its  shelving,  fittings,  and  general  arrangement  will 
be  different  from  those  of  the  departments  of  his- 
tory or  religion.  An  art  student  wishes  to  consult 
a  volume  of  Piranesi  containing  views  of  ancient 
Rome.  He  goes  to  the  fine  art  room,  asks  for  the 
volume,  and  it  is  laid  on  the  table  before  him 
immediately,  without  the  delay  of  looking  up  its 
press-mark,  and  waiting  for  a  runner  to  bring  it  on 
a  truck  from  some  remote  part  of  the  library.  If 
the  volume  has  not  the  point  he  is  in  search  of,  he 
can  readily  exchange  it  for  another.  If  he  does 
not  know  the  book  he  needs,  the  attendant  will 
assist  him.  When  used  the  volume  is  carefully 
restored  to  its  place.  Fine  books  in  fine  bindings 
are  more  injured  by  runners  in  transporting  them 
to  and  from  a  general  reading-room,  than  by  their 
legitimate  use. 

This  system  is  not  adapted  to  a  circulating 
library,  nor  to  a  reference  library  where  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  is  not  large ;  but  in  a  library  which 
is  likely  to  have  half  a  million  volumes  in  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years,  and  to  go  on  increasing,  at 
that  or  even  a  more  rapid  rate,  the  segr^ation 
of  books  into  departments,  and  giving  each  classi- 
fication a  separate  room,  seems  to  us  a  convenient 
method  of  treating  this  vast  accumulation  of 
material.  At  first,  when  the  number  of  books  is 
not  large,  the  departments  will  be  few,  and  allied 
subjects  will  be  shelved  in  the  same  room.  I^ter, 
as  the  collection  increases,  these  will  be  separated 
and  assigned  to  new  rooms.  When  the  depart- 
ment  of  history  is  becoming  full,  it  will  be  divided, 
and  American  history  made  a  new  department, 
and  later,  English  history  another. 

It  will  be  seen  on  this  outline  sketch  that  the  lot, 
318x212  feet,  containing  67,400  square  feet,  occu- 
pies a  whole  city  block,  and  is  bounded  by  Walton 
place.  Dearborn  avenue.  Oak  and  Clark  streets. 
The  block,  not  shown  in  the  sketch,  south  of  Wal- 
ton place  (a  street  60  feet  wide),  is  Washington 
Square,  a  public  park,  with  trees,  walks,  and  lawns, 
but  no  buildings.  On  Clark  street  is  a  cable  line 
of  street  railway,  which  gives  easy  access  to  the 
business  center  of  the  city.  The  building  will 
cover  the  whole  south  front,  and  there  is  space  for 
extension  on  the  east,  north,  and  west  fronts,  leav- 


ing a  cqgort  for  light  in  the  centre,  as  indicated  by 
the  dotted  lines.  The  height  of  the  first  story 
will  be  16  feet,  the  second  15,  and  the  upper 
stories  14. 

A  peculiar  feature  in  the  plan  is  the  outside  cor- 
ridor (Q),  7  feet  wide,  by  which  access  is  had 
to  all  the  rooms  above  the  first  story.  The  wall 
on  the  inside  of  the  corridor  will  have  windows 
which  will  admit  as  much  light  as  is  possible 
through  the  corridor  into  the  rooms.  This  fact  is 
not  made  clear  in  the  drawings  above,  as  the  win- 
dows in  the  inner  wall  are  not  as  well  indicated  as 
they  might  be.  Every  room  will  therefore  be 
lighted  on  two  sides.  The  elevators  and  stairway 
are  put  outside  the  building  and  the  corridor. 
Glass  will  be  used  in  their  construction,  so  as  to 
interrupt  as  little  light  as  possible. 

There  will  be  a  general  reading-room  (M),  61  x  56 
feet,  in  the  second  story,  where  the  encyclopaedias, 
dictionaries,  and  bound  sets  of  literary  periodicals 
will  be  kept,  and  where  persons  who  prefer  to 
have  books  brought  to  them  can  read.  The 
advantages  of  reading  in  the  rooms  where  special 
subjects  are  kept  are  so  great,  it  is  probable  that 
not  many  persons  will  use  that  room  for  study. 
It  is  the  experience  in  all  libraries,  where  the 
books  and  readers  are  constantly  increasing,  that 
the  general  reading-room  in  a  few  years  becomes 
too  small  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it.  This  con- 
dition of  affairs  has  already  been  reached  in  the 
great  reading-room  of  the  British  Museum.  Read- 
ers who  come  simply  for  amusement  or  recreation 
are  not  admitted;  and  persons  must  show  that 
that  they  have  some  scholarly  or  important  subject 
of  study  before  reading-desks  are  assigned  to 
him.  In  the  S3rstem  here  exhibited,  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  reading-room  will  be  crowded.  As 
the  readers  increase,  the  number  of  book-rooms 
will  increase,  and  they  will  take  up  what  in  the 
British  Museum  is  the  overflow  of  readers.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  shall  be  found  too  small,  other 
rooms  can  be  taken  for  the  same  purpose.  It  is 
this  flexibility  of  adapution  to  different  conditions 
which  constitutes  an  important  feature  in  this  plan 
of  construction.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
rooms  is  limited  only  by  the  size  of  the  lot ;  and 
when  in  the  remote  future  the  entire  structure 
covers  the  whole  block,  it  will  have  a  capacity  of 
about  4,000,000  volumes. 

The  arrangement  of  one  of  the  department 
rooms,  say  that  of  political  economy  and  social 
science,  is  shown  in  the  drawing  on  next  page. 

The  room  is  30  x  50  feet.  The  reader  entering 
from  the  corridor  finds  a  space  for  study  12x30 
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feet,  supplied  with  reading-tables.  The  books  are 
shelved  behind  a  railing  in  cases  8  feet  high, 
so  that  a  person  of  ordinary  stature  may  reach 
any  book  without  step  or  ladder.  The  wall  cases 
are  deep  enough  to  receive  folios  and  quartos. 
The  central  cases  are  double,  or  open  on  both 
'sides,  and  will  shelve  royal  octavos  and  smaller 
sizes.  The  capacity  of  the  room  is  27,200  volumes. 
There  will  be  no  galleries  or  upper  tier  of 
book  cases,  the  space  being  needed  for  the  distri- 
bution of  light  and  air. 

There  will  be  an  auditorium,  classrooms,  small 
study-rooms,  where  authors  may  be  alone  and  un- 
interrupted, as  well  as  all  the  conveniences  for 
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carrying  on  the  work  of  "  University  extension," 
which  Professor  Adams,  of  Johns  Hopkins,  is 
here  to  talk  to  us  about.  It  is  the  intention  to 
make  the  Newberry  Library  a  live  educational  in- 
stitution, and  not  a  mausoleum  of  dead  books. 

Question. —  You  say  this  room  30X  50  feet  will 
contain  27,200  volumes.  I  would  like  to  ask  what 
proportion  of  the  space  is  left  for  the  consultation 
of  books  ? 

Dr.  PooLB. —  About  one  fifth.  In  this  room, 
which  is  smaller  than  the  average  size,  a  little 
more  space  for  readers  is  given.  Some  of  the 
rooms  will  contain  50,000  volumes,  and  the  largest 


70,000  volumes  when  the  shelves  are  full ;  but  they 
will  not  be  worked  to  much  more  than  half  that 
capacity.  Crowded  shelves  in  a  growing  library 
are  very  inconvenient.  The  total  capacity  of  the 
structure  shown  on  the  sketch,  not  considering  the 
rooms  used  for  administration  and  other  purposes, 
will  be  more  than  1,000,000  volun^es,  and  the  con- 
venient working  capacity  will  be  6oo,ooa 

Judge  Chamberlain. —  How  do  you  propose 
to  get  light  into  the  rooms ;  for  instance,  those  on 
the  court? 

Dr.  Poole. —  From  the  outside  and  from  the 
inside,  through  the  corridor,  which  will  be  of  glass. 
There  will  be  no  court  (represented  by  the  dotted 
lines)  until  the  library  has  2,000,000  volumes, 
which  will  be  many  years  hence ;  and,  when  there 
is  a  court,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  light  will  be 
abundant  from  the  court. 

Chamberlain. —  Have  you  made  experiments 
to  see  what  the  penetrative  power  of  light  is  ? 

Poole. —  I  have  been  observing  and  making 
these  experiments  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  am 
confident  that  the  views  I  here  state  are  correct. 

Chamberlain.—  Will  not  the  corridors  obstruct 
the  light  ? 

Poole. — To  some  degree,  doubtless.  They  cer- 
tainly will  not  improve  the  light;  but  there  will  be 
an  abundance  of  it,  nevertheless.  In  this  age  of 
steel  construction  they  can  be  made  very  light,  and 
are  only  7  feet  wide.  The  wall  on  the  inside 
of  the  corridor  is  constructed  to  admit  as  much 
light  as  possible.  Still  I  am  willing  to  give  con- 
sideration to  the  doubt  which  my  friend  entertains. 
In  the  drawing  of  a  single  room,  I  have  placed  the 
reading-tables  on  the  inside  near  the  corridor.  If 
on  the  construction  of  the  building  it  shall  appear 
that  the  light  is  insufficient,  the  reading-tables  can 
be  placed  at  the  other  end  of  the  room,  near  the 
outside  walls,  where  there  will  be  no  question  as 
to  light. 

Chamberlain.—  What  will  be  the  width  of  the 
court  when  the  whole  lot  is  built  upon  ? 

Poole. —  Sixty  feet;  and  by  building  on  the 
rear  line  of  Oak  street,  instead  of  10  feet  from  it, 
as  indicated  in  the  sketch,  it  will  be  70  feet  wide, 
and  190  feet  in  length  inside  of  the  corridors. 

Chamberlain. —  Why  not  experiment  by  put- 
ting up  a  portion  of  the  building,  and  see  what  is 
the  penetrating  power  of  light  ? 

Poole. —  I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  experi- 
menting, enough  to  satisfy  me;  and  I  recommend 
that  the  judge,  if  his  doubts  continue,  do  some 
on  his  own  account.  I  think  we  should  then 
agree. 
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"Dewby. — The  space  from  which  the  light 
enters  the  corridors  is  as  wide  as  an  ordinary 
street. 

Chamberlain. —  I  still  doubt  whether  you  will 
get  light  enough  through  the  corridor  and  the 
outside  walls  to  light  the  inner  portion  of  the 
rooms,  even  if  the  court  was  wider  than  it  will  be. 
This  is  an  experiment  which  can  be  made  by  the 
erection  of  a  temporary  structure,  or  by  testing 
it  where  buildings  are  being  erected  in  the  city. 

Question. —  How  high  are  the  stories  ? 

Poole. — The  first  story  is  i6feet,  the  second  15, 
and  the  upper  stories  14.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
first  story  is  devoted  almost  exclusively  to 
special  and  administrative  purposes.  The  audi- 
torium (A)  will  seat  about  450  persons.  The 
next  room  (B)  is  a  reception  room  for  visitors, 
where  bibliographical  and  typographical  rarities, 
illuminated  manuscripts,  and  incunabula  will  be 
exhibited.  These  are  objects  which  visitors  want 
to  see,  and  when  they  have  examined  them  think 
they  have  seen  the  library,  and  retire.  Ordinary 
sight-seers  wandering  about  among  the  book- 
rooms  are  a  nuisance  to  readers,  and  the  reception 
room  will  reduce  the  annoyance  to  a  minimum. 
The  four  rooms  on  the  east  end  (G,  H,  I,  J,)  will 
be  used  for  administrative  purposes.  Catalogu- 
ing, and  preparation  of  books  for  the  shelves  will 
be  done  in  the  large  room  (H);  bibliographical 
books  will  be  shelved  in  G ;  and  the  librarian's 
and  assistant  librarians'  offices  will  be  in  I  and  J, 
with  windows  on  the  north  wall.  The  elevations 
are  not  yet  ready,  and  hence  they  are  not  here 
shown. 

C:  A.  Nelson.—  How  is  the  shelving  arranged  ? 

W:  F.  Poole. —  In  double  cases  8  feet  high, 
in  rows  running  from  the  front  windows  to  the 
corridor. 

B:  P.  Mann.—  Where  are  the  windows  placed  ? 

W:  F.  Poole. —  It  is  not  yet  fully  decided,  but 
the  sills  will  be  nearly  if  not  quite  as  high  as  the 
cases. 

WORCESTER  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

S:  S.  Green  explained  the  new  building  erected 
for  the  Worcester  Free  Public  Library.  It  ad- 
joins the  old  building,  which  is  now  given  up  to 
the  circulating  department  and  reading-rooms  for 
magazines.  It  is  so  bttilt  as  to  be  open  to  air 
and  light  on  all  sides.  The  basement,  connected 
with  the  upper  floors  by  a  hydraulic  elevator,  is 
devoted  to  a  large  newspaper  reading-room.  The 
first  floor  has  in  front  a  large  reading-room  for 
students,  into  which  opens  the  librarians'  room. 


where  several  members  of  the  staff  are  ready  to 
aid  inquirers.  On  the  second  floor  are  a  cataloging 
room,  a  trustees*  or  seminary  room,  and  a  hall. 
The  third  floor  is  devoted  to  housing  and  display- 
ing books  and  pictures.  The  tower,  which  pro- 
jects slightly  from  the  comer  of  the  fafade, 
contains  the  librarian's  private  room  and  rooms 
for  the  use  of  students  making  special  or  extended 
investigations.  In  construction  the  front  is  slow- 
burning  rather  than  absolutely  fire  proof.  The 
huge  two-story  box,  which  adjoins  it  on  the  rear, 
is  absolutely  fire  proof,  and  protected  by  tin- 
covered  shutters,  to  be  placed,  it  is  hoped,  on  the 
inside.  It  is  arranged  to  have  on  each  floor  a 
two-story  iron  stack,  capable  of  holding  respec- 
tively 65,000  and  75,000  volumes,  in  all  140,000 
volumes.  The  heating  apparatus  for  both  the 
new  and  old  buildings  is  placed  in  a  low  building 
between  the  two.  The  building  has  been  planned 
with  reference  to  felt  needs,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  experience  and  views  of  the  librarian. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  What  are  the  means  of  com- 
munication between  the  stack  and  the  rest  of  the 
building  ? 

S:  S.  Green. —  Iron  doors  or  else  ordinary 
doors  covered  with  tin. 

E.  C.  HovEY. —  Mr.  Atkinson,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  Boston  underwriters,  regards  iron 
doors  as  dangerous,  and  has  recently  ordered 
them  out  of  many  mills  in  New  England. 

T:  L.  Montgomery. —  Philadelphia  underwrit- 
ers required  their  use  in  a  recent  case  coming 
under  my  observation. 

H:  M.  Utley. —  In  Detroit  they  insist  on  our 
having  them. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  In  a  recent  fire  in  New 
Orleans  iron  shutters  kept  the  firemen  out  until 
the  fire  had  done  its  work. 

F:  H.  Hedge  explained  the  plans  of  the  new 
library  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  expected  to  accommo- 
date 75,000  volumes,  and  to  be  built  for  ^40,000. 

EXHIBIT  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES. 

Sec  Dewey  showed  the  new  shelf  list,  the 
arrangement  cards,  and  the  "  best  books "  cards 
recently  issued  by  the  Library  Bureau.  (For 
description  see  "  Illustrated  Catalog,"  pp.  64  and 
68.)  He  also  showed  sample  drawers  for  card 
catalog,  intended  to  be  removed  from  the  case  for 
consultation.  The  prospective  growth  of  the  card 
catalog  in  his  library  having  made  necessary  some 
change  from  the  usual  methods,  it  was  thought 
best,  instead  of  reducing,  as  was  possible,  the 
thickness  of  the  cards  used,  to  utilize  the  wall 
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space  to  the  height  of  six  feet  with  cases  of  these 
drawers,  which  are  to  be  placed  on  an  adjoining 
table  for  consultation. 

MIMEOGRAPH. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  The  mimeograph  is  the  best 
duplicating  process  I  have  yet  tried.  Here  are 
samples  of  its  work. 

HARVARD  COLLEGE  CATALOG  BOOKS. 

W:  C.  Lane  exhibited  a  new  appliance  for  bind- 
ing catalog  cards  together  so  that  they  might  be 
handled  like  a  book  instead  of  being  kept  in 
drawers. 

These  "  catalog  books  **  have  been  recently 
brought  into  use  in  the  Harvard  College  Library 
as  an  experiment.  For  the  present  they  supple- 
ment, not  replace,  the  general  card  catalog 
in  drawers.  The  slips  used  for  this  are  of  a 
rather  heavy  manilla  paper,  7x4  in.,  considerably 
larger  than  the  cards  in  the  catalog,  and  on 
each  slip  one  title  is  printed.  We  are  able  to  print 
these  titles  cheaply,  because  we  can  use  the  same 
type  which  b  set  up  for  the  list  of  accessions  in 
the  Bulletin.  The  printer  takes  each  title  sepa- 
rately and  prints  it  off  for  us  on  cards,  as  many  as 
we  want  for  the  card  catalog,  and  at  the  same 
time  prints  one  more  copy  on  the  larger  slips  for 
these  "  catalog-books.*' 

This  form  of  binder  is  made  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Towndrow  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  Its  advan- 
tages are  that  the  book  is  easily  and  quickly  taken 
apart  at  any  point  for  the  insertion  of  new  slips,  that 
it  holds  the  slips  very  solidly  when  clasped  to- 
gether, and  allows  no  wear  or  strain  to  come  on 
them  at  the  point  where  they  are  held.  The  es- 
sential part  of  the  binder  is  a  pair  of  small  metal 
tubes,  2  inches  apart,  fastened  upright  in  one  cover, 
and  a  pair  of  metal  rods  which  slide  into  these 
tubes,  fastened  into  the  other  cover,  both  rods 
and  tubes  passing  through  holes  punched  to  cor- 
respond in  the  end  of  the  slips.  The  two  covers 
are  then  fastened  together  by  a  brass  clasp,  which 
Is  easily  loosened  when  it  is  desired  to  take  the 
books  apart.  Notice  that  the  slips  are  bound  to- 
gether at  their  right-hand  margins,  not  by  the  left 
margin,  as  is  customary,  so  that  the  books  turn 
backward  like  an  Arabic  or  Hebrew  text.  The 
object  of  this  is  to  display  the  catch-word  of  the 
title  on  the  outer  margin,  not  conceal  it  on  the 
inner.  The  book  should  be  held  in  the  right 
hand,  and  the  leaves  turned  or  released  by  the 
left. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Do  you  still  continue  to  put 
cards  into  your  drawers  ? 


W:  C.  Lane.—  We  do.  These  slips  are  simply 
duplicates  of  what  goes  into  the  catalog  drawers. 
The  system  is  purely  an  experiment.  We  mean 
to  keep  it  up  for  a  number  of  years,  and  see  how 
it  develops. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Why  do  you  have  your  slips  so 
large? 

W:  C.  Lane.—  They  are  easier  to  handle. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Do  you  intend  to  put  two  or 
more  titles  on  a  page  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  Only  one.  It  is  not  practicable 
for  us  to  do  otherwise,  as  these  slips  are  printed. 
If  written  or  made  in  some  other  way,  it  might  be 
done  perfectly  well. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  Can  Mr.  Lane  state  where 
in  Europe  this  system  is  used  ? 

W:  C.  Lane.— At  the  University  of  Leyden. 
Their  slips  are  simply  tied  together,  however.  This 
binder  is  an  American  invention. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  The  same  place  where  they  had 
an  excellent  system  of  lighting  some  years  ago. 

W:  C.  Lane. —  The  Society  Library  in  New 
York  also  uses  this  system. 

In  space  we  estimate  that  it  saves  about  one 
third.  In  consultation  it  saves  more  than  that, 
because  a  person  using  one  volume  does  not 
prevent  some  one  else  from  using  the  next,  as 
happens  continually  with  catalog  drawers.  More- 
over, fewer  cards  are  in  use  at  once. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Your  motive  in  using  it  is  not 
so  much  to  save  space  as  for  convenience  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  It  saves  space  for  the  same 
reason  that  your  sliding  boxes  save  space.  You 
can  build  them  higher  and  also  bring  your  case 
nearer  the  floor. 

Sec  Dewey. —  This  indicates  your  purpose  to 
abandon  the  drawers  for  this  or  something  better 
if  you  can  find  it  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  Possibly.  I  want  to  see  how 
it  will  work.  I  think  it  is  likely  to  be  most  con- 
venient for  small  libraries  that  have  not  a  very 
large  number  of  borrowers  coming  in  at  once. 

A  MEMBER.  —  When  you  throw  away  the  draw- 
ers you  will  have  to  throw  away  all  the  cards  you 
have  written. 

B:  P.  Mann.—  It  seems  to  me  this  is  going  to 
be  a  very  expensive  binding.  Do  you  know  what 
the  cost  of  it  is  ? 

W:  C.  Lane.— Mr.  Towndrow  asks  about  75 
cents  a  pair  for  covers  this  size.  This  which  I 
have  our  binder  in  Cambridge  bound  up,  having 
obtained  the  sliding  back  from  Mr.  Towndrow. 

B:  P.  Mann.—  This  seems  to  me  a  very  expen- 
sive form  of  getting  up  the  contrivance.    Instead  of 
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having  these  pins,  which  must  be  set  into  these  stiff 
covers,  perforated  covers  would  be  better,  to  be 
connected  by  cord  or  wire.  When  these  books  are 
arranged  in  a  series  on  shelves,  and  persons  freely 
consult  them,  they  will  soon  get  so  mixed  up  it 
will  be  difficult  to  find  what  yon  want.  Again, 
half  that  height  of  book  would  be  fully  as  conven- 
ient to  use. 

I  have  followed  the  suggestions  which  were 
made,  I  believe,  at  the  Round  Island  Confer- 
ence, that  we  should  have  books  gotten  up  in 
that  way.  I  tried  some  for  experiment  with 
cards.  I  had  to  t^ar  them  apart  after  a  while.  I 
also  use  perforated  sheets.  I  keep  a  great  stock 
of  Miller*s  sheets  on  hand,  cut  at  stated  intervals, 
so  that  I  can  select  any  lot  and  bind  them 
together. 

It  seemed  to  me,  in  looking  at  some  of  these 
blanks,  that  not  sufficient  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  distance  apart  at  which  the  holes  are  made. 
The  Library  Bureau  should  establish  a  standard 
distance  apart  of  any  two  holes  intended  to  be 
used  in  the  same  work  or  kind  of  work,  so  any 
one  can  put  any  two  things  together  and  find  the 
holes  correspond  and  in  proper  position.  Then 
when  you  have  two  isheets  of  paper,  you  can 
shape  them  on  the  bottom  and  front  edge,  and 
run  a  needle  straight  through,  and  it  is  all  bound 
together. 

W:  C.  Lane.— The  objection  to  Mr.  Mann*s 
plan  for  fastening  these  covers  together  with  wire 
is  twofold  —  it  would  take  too  long  to  unfasten 
the  book,  and  the  fastening  could  not  be  made  so 
solid  and  firm.  As  to  keeping  the  books  in  order 
on  the  shelf,  some  one  will  have  to  keep  a  con- 
stant eye  on  them. 

ZINC  GUIDES. 

C:  A.  Cutter,  explaining  an  improvement  in 
his  zinc  guides  for  card  catalogs. —  I  found  that, 
although  the  platinic  chloride  lettering  retains  its 
blackness,  the  zinc  gets  darker  and  darker,  so  that 
the  writing  is  hard  to  read.  I  have  therefore  had 
some  of  these  enameled  of  a  light  buff  color  by  a 
tinman.  We  write  upon  them  with  black  paint  and 
find  the  names  much  more  distinct  than  before. 

G.  M.  Jones  briefly  described  the  bibliographi- 
cal cards  with  the  public  library  shelf  marks 
placed,  at  his  suggestion,  on  specimens  in  the 
Academy  of  Science  at  Salem,  Mass.  (See  Li- 
brary journal  ^  i6:  307.) 

Hon.  Andrew  S.  Draper,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
telegraphed:     "Have   delayed    answering   your 


letter  in  hopes  of  attending  your  meeting.  Now  I 
find  it  impossible.  I  can  only  assure  you  that  my 
belief  that  the  library  may,  and  must  be  made 
more  of  a  factor  in  the  common  educational  work 
of  the  country,  strengthens  continually.  I  shall 
always  be  glad  to  cooperate  with  others  to  that 
end." 
Adjourned  at  10  P.  M. 

FIFTH  SESSION, 

(THURSDAY,  9.3O  A.  M.) 

Thorvald  Solberg  read  his  report  on 

LIBRARY    LEGISLATION. 

(Seep.so,) 
Weston  Flint  made  report  on 

LIBRARY   WORK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  BUREAU 
OP  EDUCATION. 

{See  p.  64.) 

Sec.  Dewey. — There  were  two  matters  of  pri- 
mary importance  brought  to  our  attention  by  CoL 
Flint.  One  relates  to  the  pedagogic  library  they 
are  building  up.  I  think  an  appropriation  should 
be  made  to  enable  them  to  employ  the  best  bibli- 
ographer in  the  country,  and  thus  make  the 
Bureau  a  place  we  could  all  go  to  as  headquarters 
for  all  educational  literature.  They  have  a  mag- 
nificent collection  of  works  on  this  subject.  We 
should  have  the  best  educational  library  in  the 
world  at  our  national  educational  library;  we  should 
all  feel  it  a  decided  gain  to  have  a  headquarters 
of  that  kind  for  bibliographical  work  in  that  line. 
We  are  trying  to  make  as  good  a  second-best 
educational  library  as  we  can  in  New  York, 
where  our  State  library  is  now  made  a  part  of  the 
University. 

The  other  point  is  the  publication  of  our  best 
material  by  the  Bureau.  If  it  is  possible  to  do 
that,  it  will  popularize  our  movement.  We  have 
not  money  enough  to  put  this  information  in  the 
hands  of  i-io  of  i  per  cent  of  the  people  who 
would  read  it,  if  we  could  reach  them.  Our  wild- 
est  hopes  have  been  to  get  the  attendance  of  1,000 
persons.  I  believe  that  for  some  years  past  there 
are  more  than  100,000  people,  who  would  be  glad 
to  read  a  great  deal  of  our  proceedings,  if  they 
could  get  them.  I  hope,  before  we  go  away  from 
this  meeting,  that  some  arrangement  will  be  made, 
by  which  we  can  meet  this  want.  It  will  do  more 
than  anything  else  for  the  Association.  We 
should  double  our  membership  every  year,  for  the 
men  who  read  our  reports  will  be  prepared  to  ac- 
cept our  invitation  to  join  the  Association. 

H:  J.  Carr. —  I  wish  to  reinforce,  if  possible. 
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what  Sec.  Dewey  has  said,  and  to  urge  that  some 
steps  be  taken  to  relieve  us  from  the  printing  that 
absorbs  our  limited  revenues.  If  we  increase  oar 
dues,  we  frighten  out  many  of  the  small  libraries. 
Carrying  out  these  suggestions  would  not  only  in- 
crease our  educational  influence,  but  would  also 
leave  this  Association  in  better  shape  to  continue 
with  the  same  fee  we  now  have. 

W:  I.  Flbtcher. —  Two  or  three  years  ago,  the 
Bureau  of  Education  expressed  a  willingness  topub> 
lish  suitable  matter  that  might  be  suggested  by  this 
Association,  but  we  learned  that  the  state  of  the 
government  printing-office  was  such  that  we  might 
have  to  wait  two  or  three  years  after  the  matter 
was  ready,  before  it  could  be  published.  Is  there 
a  less  congested  state  of  the  printing-office  now? 

Wbston  Flint.— That  is  a  pretty  large  ques- 
tion. To  answer  it  implies  ability  to  manage  Con- 
gress. We  have  tried  to  but  cannot.  We  keep  a 
good  deal  of  matter  way  ahead.  If  you  have  no- 
ticed the  Congressional  record  for  the  last  three 
months,  you  will  wonder  we  have  got  anything 
printed  at  all. 

Sec  Dewey. —  What  is  your  judgment  as  to  the 
chances  of  getting  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
out? 

Weston  Flint.—  I  sometimes  think  the  Bureau 
would  get  them  out  as  quickly  as  the  Library 
Association  does.  We  publish  the  reports  of  the 
department  of  superintendents  of  the  National 
Educational  Association  only  about  six  months 
behind  time.  The  superintendents  meet  in  the 
spring,  and  receive  their  proceedings  in  the  sum- 
mer or  early  fall. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  The  question  is  whether  any 
advantages  would  accrue  if  we  could  have  the  pro- 
ceedings printed  even  a  year  late.  We  could  go 
on  with  a  summary  for  immediate  use,  till  they 
brought  out  the  full  edition. 

T.  SoLBERG. —  I  think  the  Bureau  favors  the 
idea  of  issuing  its  report  in  secrions,  instead  of 
waiting  for  a  full  volume.  If  that  should  be  car- 
ried out,  there  would  be  no  reason  for  great  delay 
in  printing  our  reports. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  It  is  very  clear  we  must  find 
some  way  of  relieving  ourselves  of  this  great  bur- 
den of  expense,  and  of  more  effectively  distribut- 
ing our  publications.  This  is  one  way.  Another 
suggested  by  Mr.  Glenn  is  to  collect  a  fund  by 
private  subscription. 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins  being  absent,  Pres.  Crun- 
den read  by  title  her 

REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

(See  p.  14.) 


Miss  H.  E.  Green  read  her  paper  on 

UBRARY  EXPERTS. 

(See  p.  IS') 

Pres.  Crunden. — It  is  such  papers  as  this 
that  we  want  widely  distributed  throughout  the 
country.  I  wish  the  Bureau  of  Education  would 
send  that  out  in  pamphlet  form  by  the  hundred 
thousand.  If  the  author  could  be  duplicated  in 
that  number,  that  would  be  better  still. 

Sec  Dewey. —  Miss  Green  b  one  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Library  School,  and  it  is  one  of  our  aims  to 
duplicate  the  author  in  her  pupils,  whom  she 
teaches,  not  only  by  precept,  but  by  exa  mple.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  school  we  have  emphasized 
these  points,  that  our  young  graduates  (and  much 
less  our  pupils)  have  no  more  right  to  go  out  and 
pose  as  library  experts  than  the  student  who  has 
just  entered  a  medical  college  has  a  right  to  call 
himself  a  medical  expert  But  sometimes  it  is  not 
entirely  the  pupil's  fault.  People  come  to  us  and 
say,  "  We  have  one  of  your  trained  experts  in  our 
town."  When  we  inquire  we  find  that  the  expert 
had  been  in  our  school  perhaps  one  or  two  weeks 
as  a  visitor  or  on  probation.  Then  again  some- 
times the  local  paper  comes  out  with  a  notice  that 
the  new  librarian  has  received  a  thorough  train- 
ing as  an  expert,  with  no  authority  beyond  hear- 
ing that  she  has  been  at  the  Library  School.  Any 
of  our  pupils  that  apply  to  you  for  positions 
should  show  you  our  certificate  of  just  exactly 
what  they  have  done,  and  you  can  give  it  what 
weight  it  deserves.  It  is  impossible  for  us,  as  it 
is  of  any  school,  to  compel  our  pupils  to  go  out 
and  give  a  just  estimate  of  their  own  value.  We 
now  issue  pass  cards,  certificates,  and  diplomas, 
which  are  explicit  and  may  be  relied  on.  They  do 
not  say  that  the  holder  is  an  expert,  or  will  suc- 
ceed as  an  apprentice,  but  they  do  say  all  we  can 
safely  say — that  he  has  successfully  completed  cer- 
tain studies  and  work,  under  careful  supervision. 
But,  as  Miss  Green  has  said,  it  has  oftener  hap- 
pened that  they  have  not  given  themselves  enough 
credit  for  what  they  are  able  to  do. 

O.  L.  Whitelaw  read  a  paper  by  J.  C.  Lear- 
ned on 

LIBRARY  WORK   FROM  THE   TRUSTEES* 
STANDPOINT. 

(Step,  93.) 
C:  C.  SouLB  read  his  paper  on 

TRUSTEES. 

(Seep,  ig,) 
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S:  S.  Grbeh  read  his  paper  on 

TRUSTEES  OP  PREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Pres.  Crukden.—  I  regret  that  this  morn- 
ing's session  has  been  broken  into  by  this  excur- 
sion ap  Mt.  Washington.  It  seems  to  me  after 
coming  several  hundred  miles  to  get  together  for 
business,  we  ought  to  put  ofiF  the  climbing  of 
mountains  till  some  other  time.  I  hope  all  who 
intend  to  take  this  excursion  will  take  it  to-day 
and  not  forget  to-morrow's  session. 

REPORT  OP  THE  PUBLISHING  SECTION. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  It  is  desirable  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  publishing  section  that  this  report 
should  be  presented  to  the  whole  body.  The 
meeting  of  the  section  will  occur  this  afternoon.  I 
hope  those  officers  not  compelled  by  arrangements 
to  go  upon  a  picnic  will  be  present 

Report  read,  received,  and  filed. 

Adjourned  at  11.50  A.  m. 

SIXTH  SESSION, 

(THURSDAY,  2  P.  M.) 
MEETING    OP   THE  A.  L.  A.  PUBLISHING   SECTION 

{See  p.  ijg,) 

and 

MEETING  OP   MEW  YORK  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Reported  after  the  TrwUei  Section. 

SEVENTH  SESSION. 

(THURSDAY  EVENING,  8.O5  P.  M.) 
PUBLIC    DOCUMENTS. 

S:S.  Green.— At  a  meeting  of  the  S.  L.  A.  a 
gentleman  offered  his  services  as  a  special  com- 
mittee in  the  matter  of  securing  a  proper  distribu- 
tion of  public  documents.  That  gentleman  was 
Mr.  Hovey,  of  Brookline.  If  he  undertakes  this 
work,  it  is  very  important  that  librarians  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  should  help  him  in 
getting  the  desired  legislation.  If  one  is  asked, 
for  instance,  to  write  a  letter  to  the  congressmen 
of  the  State  in  which  he  lives,  he  should  do  it.  If 
I  understand  Mr.  Hovey  aright,  he  would  have  a 
simultaneous  movement  of  this  kind  all  over  the 
country.  Then  he  would  appear  himself  in  Wash- 
ington, and  urge  the  passage  of  such  legislation  as 
we  desire.  I  move  that  we  ask  Mr.  Hovey  to  act 
as  special  committee  for  the  general  association  in 
securing  such  legislation  as  is  necessary.    Voted. 

E.  C.  Hovey. —  Mr.  Green  has  voiced  my  senti- 
ments on  the  matter.  I  think  that  action  should 
come  from  the  States  simultaneously,  and,  coming 


so  to  the  dififerent  members  of  Congress  and  the 
different  senators,  will  be  effective.  I  think  that 
law  will  be  passed  before  another  year. 

S:  S.  Green  was  called  on  by  the  President  to 
answer  the  question.  What  is 

THE    RELATION     OP     THE    LIBRARIAN    TO    THE 
BOOK  COMMITTEE? 

He  said:  That  of  hearty  cooperation,  when 
things  are  as  they  should  be. 

Subordination,  if  insisted  on  by  the  committee, 
must  be  cheerfully  acknowledged  by  the  librarian, 
but,  hand  in  hand  with  the  assertion  of  authority, 
should  be  manifested  a  marked  courtesy. 

A  librarian  cannot  effect  his  purposes  by  force. 
He  must  seek  to  accomplish  them  by  tact,  and  by 
aiming  to  secure,  by  meriting,  the  confidence  of  the 
committee. 

A  librarian  must  avoid  carefully  the  appearance 
of  trying  to  manage  the  book  committee,  and  must 
see  to  it  that  neither  open  nor  concealed  hostility 
grows  up  between  him  and  his  superior  officers. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  helps  greatly,  in  preserv- 
ing good  feeling,  to  send  out  to  every  member  of  a 
book  committee  lists  of  books  which  the  librarian 
proposes  for  purchase,  a  few  days  before  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  committee.  Thus  every 
member  has  the  opportunity  of  considering  recom- 
mendations deliberately. 

Perhaps  no  member  will  study  the  lists,  pos- 
sibly no  one  will  read  them.  Still,  by  pursuing 
such  a  course,  a  librarian  is  relieved  from  all 
suspicion  of  trying  by  underhanded  means  to 
smuggle  into  the  library  books  that  some  member 
of  the  book  committee  might  be  unwilling  to 
have  there.  It  seems  to  me  well,  after  the  book 
committee  has  determined  what  books  to  buy,  to 
send  a  list  of  them  to  members  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  not  on  the  book  committee,  if  the  full 
board  has  to  act  before  books  can  be  bought. 

If  a  book  committee  allows  a  librarian  to  hold 
the  reins,  the  librarian  should  be  careful  to  ease 
the  harness  if  it  galls  anywhere.  When  an  earnest 
member  of  a  committee  objects  to  buying  a  book, 
or  a  certain  class  of  books,  bear  in  mind  the  fact 
that  he  has  a  right  to  do  so,  and  that,  very  likely, 
he  represents  a  large  number  of  similarly  thinking 
citizens.  Sometimes,  when  it  is  of  little  importance 
whether  a  book  should  be  bought  or  not,  it  is  best 
to  withdraw  the  recommendation  of  purchase.  It 
is  never  best  to  urge  it  unless  you  can  give 
weighty  reasons  for  carrying  it  out.  Even  if  you 
can  do  that,  it  is  frequently  best  to  advise  delay 
for    consideration.     A   conscientious   committee- 
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man  will,  if  time  is  given  him,  often  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  after  all  the  librarian,  having,  as  he 
has,  superior  opportunities  for  judging  what  books 
are  needed  in  the  library,  has  probably  made  a 
wise  selection.  Whether  he  comes  to  such  a  con- 
clusion or  not,  the  delay  has  been  serviceable. 

When  a  librarian  has  reason  to  believe  that  the 
proposition  to  buy  a  book  will  appear  at  first  sight 
objectionable  to  a  committee-man,  let  him  state 
his  reasons  for  the  purchase  to  the  gentleman 
beforehand,  and  in  private,  so  that  he  may  have 
time  to  think  over  the  matter,  and  not  be  guided 
hastily  by  a  first  thought  when  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  takes  place. 

Sometimes  it  is  best  to  see  more  than  one  mem- 
ber of  a  committee  in  private  before  a  meeting,  so 
that  the  friends  of  a  purchase  may  be,  prepared  to 
defend  the  proposition  to  buy. 

It  is  evident  that  members  of  a  committee  should 
not  be  allowed  to  commit  themselves  to  a  certain 
line  of  action  publicly,  until  their  minds  are  made 
up,  as  it  is  hard  to  retract  statements  publicly 
made.  A  chronic  objector  may  often  be  won 
over  to  a  wise  course  by  preparatory  consultation. 

If  a  member  of  a  committee  is  narrow,  or  other- 
wise objectionable,  when  the  other  members  are 
men  of  knowledge  and  experience  in  affairs,  they 
will  generally  vote  him  down  quietly. 

Generally,  too,  members  of  a  committee,  in  case 
of  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  librarian 
and  one  or  more  of  its  members,  will  be  found 
ready  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  full  board 
of  trustees,  if  the  librarian  desires  them  to  pur- 
sue such  a  course.  It  is  often  useful  to  get  a 
matter  under  discussion  before  the  full  board. 

Some  member  of  the  full  board  is  commonly 
ready  to  introduce  the  matter,  if  the  committee  is 
very  wicked,  and  will  not  be  courteous  to  the 
librarian,  if,  as  would  rarely  be  the  case,  the  libra- 
rian thought  it  wise  to  put  himself  in  the  position 
of  opposition  to  an  influential  committee. 

Librarians  should  remember  that  members  of 
committees  are  human,  and  that,  becoming  con- 
scious that  the  librarian  is  making  all  the  selec- 
tions of  books,  and  being  a  little  worried  by  the 
discovery,  they  sometimes  make  one  or  two  trivial 
criticisms  with  the  idea  of  maintaining  the  dignity 
of  their  positions. 

Do  not  be  too  hard  upon  your  fellow-men  nor 
insist  upon  having  every  thing  precisely  right, 
according  to  your  notions  of  what  is  right.  Be 
content  to  have  things  about  right. 

Remember,  too,  that  members  of  a  book  com- 
mittee have  common  sense  as  well  as  the  librarian. 


and  that  they  may  sometimes  realize  better  than 
he  what  action  a  community  will  sustain,  and  what 
it  will  refuse  to  countenance. 

It  will  generally  be  found  that  in  the  long  run 
book  committees  will  leave  more  and  more  of  the 
work  of  selection  of  books  in  the  hands  of  libra- 
rians. 

Committees  and  trustees  should  allow  librarians 
to  buy  books  between  meetings  unless  the  govern- 
ing bodies  are  ready  to  decide  regarding  purchases 
every  day  or  two. 

Librarians  should  always  be  patient  and  remem- 
ber that  objectionable  men  who  are  on  committees 
will  go  out  of  office  in  the  course  of  time ;  while 
librarians,  in  well-regulated  libraries,  have  the 
privilege  of  remaining  in  office  until  death  re- 
moves them  to  a  more  congenial  sphere,  and  they 
are  called  upon  to  occupy  the  rocking^hairs  pro- 
vided in  the  mansions  beyond  for  faithful,  tired 
members  of  our  profession. 

In  dealing  with  some  book  committees  no 
course  will  answer  but  the  exercise  of  the  most 
delicate  tact  or  profound  management.  The  li- 
brarian must  in  some  cases  meet  politics  with 
politics  and  be  himself  a  politician. 

A  friend  of  mine  told  me  recently  of  an  occur- 
rence in  a  large  city  which  shall  be  nameless. 

An  eating-house  keeper,  we  will  say,  who  was 
also  trustee  of  a  library  wished  to  have  some 
French  books  bought.  A  German  liquor  seller 
thought  that  there  was  no  money  to  spend  for 
French  books,  but  desired  some  German  books. 

The  librarian  desired  both  kinds  of  books,  but 
not  being,  in  himself,  quite  equal  to  the  occasion, 
sent  for  a  prominent  citizen  who  had  considerable 
influence  with  Germans  to  come  and  help  him. 
He  came  and  after  a  little  conversation  convinced 
both  parties  that  it  was  best  to  do  what  the  li- 
brarian desired,  and  buy  both  French  and  German 
books. 

ENDOWMENT. 

J:  M.  Glenn. —  The  Association  should  be  in 
possession  of  the  published  proceedings,  just  as 
they  are, —  whether  short  or  long, —  and  have  as 
many  copies  as  they  please,  independent  of  the  Z/- 
braryjournal^  so  they  can  distribute  them  freely. 
This  can  be  done  in  two  ways.  One  way  is  by 
raising  a  fund  of  $5,000  or  $10,000  by  small  sub- 
scriptions; the  other  by  getting  a  large  gift  from 
Mr.  Carnegie,  or  some  other  wealthy  friend  of  li- 
braries. I  have  no  doubt  that,  with  a  little  trouble, 
we  can  establish  a  fund  to  be  used  for  the  publica- 
tion of  these  proceedings.  I  offer  two  resolutions 
to  this  effect. 
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Resolutions  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions to  report  Friday  morning. 

Pres.  Crunden.—  We  are  much  honored  in  hay- 
ing with  us  to-night  a  man  who  occupies  a  position 
which,  if  properly  recognized,  would  be  second  to 
none ;  a  man  whose  reputation  b  not  confined  to 
this  country,  but  who,  years  ago,  was  known  by 
thinking  people  throughout  Europe ;  and  who  has 
given  the  results  of  his  great  experience  and  ripe 
judgment  to  this  important  cause,  the  education 
of  the  people.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introduc- 
ing Dr.  William  T.  Harris,  United  Sutes 
Commissioner  of  Education. 

W:  T.  Harris  read  his  address  on 

THB  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  AND  THB  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

(Seep.  ^.) 

Pres.  Crundsn. —  This  has  removed  any  linger- 
ing doubts  as  to  the  high  calling  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  We  had  most  of  these  doubts  dissi- 
pated by  Senator  Patterson  the  other  night  All 
are  removed  now.  Dr.  Harris  alluded  in  his  ad- 
dress to  the  seminary  method  as  one  of  the  best  of 
modem  methods  of  teaching.  We  have  with  us 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  exponents  of  that 
system  in  America.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  intro- 
duce to  you  one  who  has  always  been  with  us  in 
spirit  and  often  in  person,  —  Dr.  ^Herbert  B. 
Adams,  Professor  of  History  at  Johns  Hopkins 
University. 

Dr.  Adams  q>oke  for  fifty  minutes  on 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION. 

But  at  his  request,  no  report  was  made,  as  he 
is  about  to  publish  the  matter  in  full,  in  a  Bureau 
of  Education  Circular  of  Information. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  ordered  by 
a  rising  vote  to  the  two  distinguished  speakers  of 
the  evening. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  One  of  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  Dr.  Adams  alluded  as  a  co-worker,  is  with 
us  to-night.  We  would  like  to  hear  a  few  remarks 
on  this  subject  from  Prof.  Jameson,  of  Brown 
University. 

J:  F.  Jameson.— I  have  shared  the  profound 
interest  and  enjoyment  with  which  it  b  evident 
the  conference  has  Ibtened  to  the  paper  of  Dr. 
Adams.  I  can  cordially  reinforce  what  he  has 
stated  in  respect  to  several  points.  Lectures  of  the 
heterogeneous  sort  accomplbh  very  little  in  com- 
parison with  those  pursued  upon  some  settled 
plan. 

I  especially  agree  with  what  he  said  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  avoiding  the  appearance  of  handing 
down  something  to  those  to  whom  the  lectures  are 


given.  The  average  American  knows  a  great  deal 
more  than  at  first  sight  appears.  He  does  not 
need  to  be  patronized,  to  be  talked  down  to,  be- 
cause he  has  already  a  good  basb  of  information. 
He  ought  not  in  justice  to  be  underestimated.  I 
have  been  greatly  interested,  aside  from  these 
practical  questions,  in  the  aspect  of  the  movement 
as  a  sign  of  the  times.  In  the  middle  ages  there 
was  no  barrier  between  the  students  of  England 
and  the  country  people.  Education  was  profoundly 
democratic  The  reformation  and  the  national 
movement  came  at  the  end  of  the  15th  century, 
and  education  began  to  be  an  arbtocratic  thing. 
Higher  education  especially  came  to  be  the  pos- 
session of  the  favored  few.  Now  following  the 
movement  towards  political  democracy  has  come 
thb  movement  towards  democracy  in  education, 
and  one  of  its  fruits  b  university  extension.  One 
of  the  last  aristocracies  of  the  world  is  the  aris- 
tocracy of  education.  It  b  being  broken  down 
by  such  movements  as  these  of  which  Prof. 
Adams  has  spoken. 

I  should  like  to  say  one  word  as  a  teacher  of 
hbtory  to  the  librarians  here  assembled,  whom  I 
have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  in  this 
way  before.  I  was  asked  thb  evening  by  a  friend 
what  could  be  done  to  arouse  a  certain  educa- 
tional institution  from  what  seemed  like  a  tend- 
ency to  provincialbm.  I  said  to  him,  make  the 
professors  come  to  these  meetings  and  meetings 
like  these.  I  have  realized  more  fully  than  ever 
before  the  many  points  of  contact  there  are  be- 
tween the  work  of  the  professor  of  hbtory  and 
the  work  of  the  librarian.  Also  as  an  historical 
student  I  would  add  that  any  man  in  America 
who  has  occupied  himself  at  all  with  studies  in 
hbtory,  has  found  himself  more  profoundly  in- 
debted to  librarians  than  to  any  other  class  of 
men. 

Adjourned  10.05  p.  m. 

EIGHTH  SESSION. 

(FRIDAY,  9.45  A.  M.) 

W:  E.  Foster  read  the  following  report  of  the 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  for  auditing, 
would  report  as  follows:  They  have  examined 
the  report,  with  the  accompan3ring  vouchers  and 
bankbooks,  and  find  the  entries  to  be  as  therein 
shown,  and  the  footings  and  balances  accurately 
drawn. 

They  wish  in  this  connection  to  draw  the  atten- 
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tion  of  the  Association  to  the  gradually  increasing 
amount  of  the  regular  items  of  expense  from  year 
to  year.  They  find,  on  consultation  with  the 
Treasurer,  that  even  with  the  prospective  pay- 
ments from  membership  fees,  the  available  funds 
in  his  hands  are  not  likely  to  exceed  $550,  while 
the  prospective  expense  from  three  main  items 
alone ;  namely,  preliminary  expenses,  proceedings, 
and  stenographer,  is  likely  to  exceed  $750.  They 
would  therefore  earnestly  suggest  the  adoption  of 
one  of  the  two  propositions  for  relieving  the 
Association  from  the  heaviest  of  these  items  — 
the  proceedings  —  that  referred  to  in  Mr.  Flint's 
remarks,  publication  by  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation, or  that  referred  to  in  Mr.  Glenn's 
resolution,  the  raising  of  a  special  fund.  Other- 
wise it  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary  to  withdraw 
the  special  deposit  of  ^00,  made  in  1889. 

William  E.  Foster. 
Charles  C.  Soule. 

Report  was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

To  provide  for  an  emergency,  which  it  was 
hoped  would  not  occur,  the  Finance  Committee 
offered  the  following  :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be  hereby  author- 
ized, in  the  event  of  a  lack  of  funds  from  other 
sources,  after  consultation  with  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, to  withdraw  from  the  Grand  Rapids 
Savings  Bank  the  special  time  deposit  of  J400 
made  m  1889,  or  any  part  of  the  same. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  hope  that  special  deposit  will 
not  be  disturbed  until  the  plan  for  the  permanent 
fund  can  be  matured.  We  can  make  up  any  deficit 
by  subscription.  I  think  the  Finance  Committee 
could  easily  collect  ^00  or  $500  by  sending  a 
circular  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Association. 

E:  C.  HovEY. —  I  hope  sincerely  that  nothing 
will  be  done  giving  authority  to  any  one  to  with- 
draw that  deposit.  I  look  upon  a  deposit  of  that 
kind  as  sacred;  not  to  be  used  for  any  yearly 
expense.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  subject  is 
germane  to  the  resolution  which  I  understand  is 
coming  up  later  as  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions.  I  move  the  resolution  coming 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  allowed  to  lie 
on  the  table,  without  prejudice,  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  reports.    Carried. 

B:  P.  Mann  moved  the  following :  — 

Resolved^  That  unless  provision  be  made  for 

meeting 
al? 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
W:  C.  Lane  read  a  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
publishing  section,  Thursday,  p.  m. 


C:  A.  Nelson  moved  that  the  publishing  sec- 
tion be  requested  to  publish  the  essay  part  of  the 
index  as  outlined  in  Mr.  Fletcher's  report,  as  soon 
as  possible. 

B:  P.  Mann  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the 
words  ''whatever  material  is  now  on  hand." 
Lost. 

Mr.  Nelson's  motion  carried. 

SUNDAY  OPENING. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  am  requested  to  call  for 
new  experience  regarding  Sunday  opening. 

W:  E.  Foster.—  On  the  nth  of  May  the  Prov- 
idence Public  Library  opened  for  the  first  time  on 
Sunday,  from  2  to  9.  So  far  the  use  on  Sunday  is 
an  assured  success.  Though  there  was  the  usual 
dropping  off  towards  the  middle  of  the  summer, 
with  the  coming  fall  months  we  expect  to  see  the 
attendance  very  largely  increased.  It  has  already 
been  grattfyingly  large.  One  feature  is  represent- 
ative in  its  character.  A  gentleman  told  me  he 
wished  me  to  know  how  much  service  it  had  been 
to  men  engaged  as  artisans  who  were  anxious  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  collections  connected  with 
the  library,  but  who  had  been  unable  to  do  so 
during  the  week,  either  in  the  day  or  evening.  Find- 
ing the  opportunity  looked  for  in  the  opening  of 
the  library  on  Sunday,  they  had  improved  it  with 
great  regularity.  It  is  precisely  such  cases  as 
these  which  give  us  the  greatest  gratification  for 
opening.  It  was  the  question  of  additional  ex- 
pense which  caused  us  to  hesitate.  The  library 
would  have  been  opened  on  Sunday  in  the  begin- 
ning but  for  that.  The  Sunday  service  involves 
one  additional  employ^ ;  but,  in  connection  with 
what  is  known  as  the  special  Sunday  service,  the 
other  attendants  are  taken  in  rotation. 

C:  C.  SouLE. —  I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Foster 
whether  he  and  his  assistants  have  given  personal 
observation  to  the  character  of  the  reading  on 
Sundays;  whether  the  people  that  come  there 
come  simply  as  to  a  place  of  recreation  to  look  at 
illustrated  papers,  or  whether  they  come  for  im- 
proving reading,  that  is,  reading  which  those 
inclined  to  a  strict  observation  of  the  Sabbath 
would  call  proper  reading  for  the  day. 

W:  E.  Foster. —  It  is  largely  made  up  of  the 
latter  class. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  can  give  emphatic  testimony 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Soule.  All  the  books  in  our 
library  are  available  as  well  as  all  the  magazines 
and  newspapers.  The  people  who  want  amuse- 
ment go  to  Lake  Quinsigamond  and  to  Elm  Park. 
The  number  of  illustrated  papers  or  serials  called 
for  is  simply  insignificant. 
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Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders.—  Last  year  I  said  that 
our  trustees  opposed  Sunday  opening,  but  in  April 
we  fell  into  the  line  of  progress.  The  results 
show  that  it  ought  to  have  been  done  long  ago. 
The  Sunday  we  opened  there  was  an  attendance 
of  150.  The  least  we  had  on  the  warmest  day  in 
summer  was  56.  Now  the  attendance  is  beginning 
to  increase  again.  I  have  no  doubt  our  rooms  will 
be  full  during  the  winter.  As  to  the  character  of 
the  reading,  some  come  to  look  for  pictures,  some 
come  to  read,  and  all  can  have  any  book  they 
please  by  asking  for  it. 

F:  H.  Hedge. — Our  readers  at  Lawrence  chose 
the  lighter  class  of  literature. 

A.  W.  Whelpley. —  At  Cincinnati  we  have  all 
kinds. 

W:  J.  Hills,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  reported  the 
same  experience  as  Mr.  Green. 

Mellen  Chamberlain.— Sunday  opening  I 
regard  as  a  success.  Some  years  ago  our  trustees 
requested  an  expression  of  public  opinion  on  the 
question  of  opening  the  library  on  Sunday  after- 
noon and  evening.  Public  notice  was  given  that 
this  measure  would  be  considered.  There  was  no 
attendance  whatever,  except  on  the  part  of  the 
trustees.  I  think  that  a  similar  attempt  to  get  an 
expression  of  opinion  was  twice  made,  and  the 
result  in  both  cases  was  the  same.  So  the  trustees 
did  not  open  the  library  on  the  Sabbath,  being 
satisfied  that  there  was  not  such  a  general  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  public  as  wQuld  justify  the 
increased  expense.  Within  the  last  year  or  two, 
without  waiting  for  any  general  demand,  they 
opened  in  the  evening,  and  also  in  the  afternoon. 
The  experiment  on  the  whole  was  successful.  A 
number  of  people  repair  to  the  library ;  go  there 
on  Sundays  and  on  week  days  because  the  rooms 
are  well  lighted  and  well  warmed.  There  are  con- 
venient chairs  in  which  they  can  repose.  We 
have  always  been  troubled  with  those  vulgarly 
called  "bummers."  They  are  a  distress  to  us 
and  to  those  who  are  called  upon  to  associate 
with  them.  Notwithstanding,  the  library  is  a  suc- 
cess. It  has  done  and  is  still  doing  good  work. 
Now  the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the 
extension  of  its  privileges  on  Sunday  afternoon 
and  evening.  There  are  indications  that  about 
the  same  percentage  of  the  class  to  whom  I 
have  referred  repair  to  Bates  Hall  for  the  pur- 
poses I  have  mentioned.  But  we  have  enough 
of  true,  genuine  people,  boys  and  girls,  who  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege  otherwise  denied  them 
to  consult  literature,  both  standard  and  periodical. 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  trustees  and  the  public 


who  support  the  library  should  not  be  well  satis- 
fied, and  congratulate  themselves  on  the  effect  of 
this  step  forward.  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  matter 
precisely  as  it  is.  There  are  those  who  take 
enthusiastic  views  with  regard  to  the  eagerness  of 
the  public  to  avail  themselves  of  such  opportuni- 
ties. We  have  no  indication  of  that,  but  an  exhi- 
bition of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  a  number  that  is 
steadily  increasing  to  inform  themselves  about 
matters. 

O.  L,  Whitelaw. — Is  there  any  library  repre- 
sented here  that  opens  on  regular  holidays  ?  Some 
pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  to  have  our 
library  open  every  day  in  the  year. 

On  show  of  hands,  16;  12  being  open  every 
day  in  the  year. 

C:  A.  Nelson. — We  are  open  every  day  except 
Mardi  Gras.  Our  Sunday  opening  has  not  added 
to  our  expenses. 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE. — We  arc  open  every  day  ex- 
cept 4th  of  July,  Thanksgiving,  and  Christmas. 
This  applies  to  our  circulating  as  well  as  to  the 
reference  department.  How  many  libraries  have 
their  circulating  departments    open  every  day? 

Five  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

W:  C.  Lane. —  The  Publishing  Section  has  for 
sale,  at  $20,  nine  sets  of  Cushing*s  Anonjrms. 

Sec  Dewey. —  In  this  work  the  Publishing  Sec- 
tion invested  $100,  and  for  that  $100  we  shall  get 
back  $200  quickly.  In  many  cases  that  come  up 
the  Elxecutive  Committee  can  carry  a  good  thing 
over  the  dead  line  by  such  aid  as  this,  which  is  not 
always  a  loss.  In  this  first  experiment  we  shall 
clearly  double  our  money.  We  need  a  small  work- 
ing capital  for  such  uses. 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION. 

I  should  not  have  time  to  say  what  I  want  to  say  on 
university  extension  if  we  stayed  here  for  a  solid 
week.  I  simply  want  to  make  a  point  in  three  or 
four  sentences.  I  earnestly  ask  the  attention  of  the 
librarians  to  that  point.  Prof.  Adams  presented  last 
night  some  facts  about  this  great  movement  of 
university  extension,  but  I  doubt  if  many  of  you  have 
looked  deeply  enough  to  recognize  what  it  really 
means.  This  idea  is  endorsed  by  others  who  have 
looked  into  it  with  considerable  care.  The  world's 
notion  of  education  was  originally  a  very  limited, 
elementary  education,  confined  to  the  aristocratic 
few,  a  very  few  indeed.  It  was  for  the  rich,  not 
for  the  poor;  for  man,  not  for  woman ;  for  white^ 
not  for  black ;  for  native,  not  for  Chinese  or  In. 
dian.  It  was  the  least  possible  education  to  the 
smallest  possible  number.    Then  the  idea  grew 
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that  education  ought  to  be  universal,  and  it  spread 
through  the  civilized  world  till  the  belief  became 
general  that  elementary  education  should  be  uni- 
versal. Then  higher  education,  a  thing  for  the 
aristocratic  few,  began  to  go  through  the  same 
stages ;  it  was  for  man,  not  woman ;  for  rich,  not 
poor ;  for  white,  not  black.  This  idea  took  the 
same  course  as  the  former  one.  Instead  of  sim- 
ple elementary  education,  we  have  higher  educa* 
tion,  and  the  theory  is  now  dominant  to  make 
higher  education  for  woman  the  same  as  man. 
Look,  for  instance,  at  Vassar,  Wellesley,  Smith 
and  Bryn  Mawr,  and  at  our  Association  of  Colle- 
giate Alumnae,  representing  almost  a  score  of  high 
grade  colleges  for  women,  or  open  to  women  on 
equal  terms.  This  summer  the  girls  have  led  at 
Cambridge  at  home,  and  at  Cambridge  abroad, 
where  a  girl,  Miss  Phillipa  Fawcett,  ranked  the 
senior  wrangler,  the  highest  honor  in  England.  It 
is  not  only  in  the  colleges,  but  all  over  the  country, 
that  women  are  doing  wonderful  work. 

We  are  just  on  the  eve  of  another  great  broad- 
ening. The  old  belief  was  that  education  was  for 
the  young;  that  it  was  to  be  given  wholly  in 
schools — from  kindergarten  to  college.  Now  it  is 
in  the  air,  not  only  in  this  country  but  abroad,  that 
there  is  one  step  more  to  be  taken ;  that  education 
is  not  simply  for  the  early  years  of  life,  and  not 
simply  to  be  carried  on  in  schools,  but  that  it 
must  be  carried  on  by  other  institutions  and 
through  life.  This  last  broadening  means  that 
the  library  is  the  necessary  complement  of  the 
school.  The  library  is  the  natural  centre  for  this 
work.  The  point  I  want  to  lodge  in  your  minds 
is  this :  This  subject  of  university  extension  is  to 
us  specially  interesting,  because  it  b  around  the 
library's  work  that  it  must  revolve.  If  education 
is  to  go  on  through  life,  it  must  be  done  by  insti- 
tutions outside  of  the  school.  In  recognition  of 
this,  the  library  claims  a  place  among  the  colleges 
and  universities.  It  is  an  idea  which  the  State 
now  recognizes.  After  all  most  of  our  education 
comes  through  what  we  get  from  the  printed  page. 
The  library  is  the  college,  not  only  for  the  poor 
but  for  the  rich ;  not  only  for  those  who  leave  the 
common  school  but  for  those  who  leave  the 
university.  We  have  in  our  State,  and  you  have 
in  all  your  States,  hundreds  of  men,  graduates  of 
colleges,  teaching  school,  engaged  in  business,  and 
in  professions,  who  want  encouragement  and 
stimulus. 

Besides  the  library  I  believe  the  museum  is  to 
take  an  important  place.  I  do  not  dare  enlarge 
on  that;    it  would  take  too   much  time.    The 


lecture  S3r8tem,  as  Dr.  Adams  pointed  out,  is 
changing  from  the  old  notion  of  popular  enter- 
tainment, which  was  most  fragmentary.  It  was  as 
if  you  went  to  college  to-day  and  had  one  subject, 
and  to-morrow  you  had  quite  another.  In  the 
course  of  a  year  or  two,  you  had  the  old  subjects 
again.  We  still  have  the  lecture,  but  organized 
systematically  and  producing  good  results. 

The  people's  university  means  this — that  every 
city  and  town  of  any  size  will  in  the  future,  and 
not  so  very  far  ahead,  have  its  schools  for  its 
young  and  its  people's  college  for  the  rest  of  the 
community,  both  young  and  old.  A  people's  col- 
lege means  the  library  as  a  central  factor.  This 
idea  is  gaining  ground  very  rapidly,  and  we  are 
beginning  to  get  that  broader  view  of  our  mission. 
I  expect  that  you  will  read  carefully  the  volume 
on  university  extension  which  Prof.  Adams  is 
going  to  bring  out  for  the  Bureau  of  Education. 
I  am  glad  that  he  discussed  it  m  that  judicial 
spirit.  Had  he  given  only  the  rose-colored  view, 
some  would  go  home  from  here,  and  make  the 
experiment;  and  when  it  did  not  succeed,  it 
would  be  like  a  bucket  of  cold  water.  If  we  face 
the  fact  that  we  succeed  after  making  mistakes, 
we  shall  be  safer.  University  extension  is  our 
peculiar  province.  We  must  recognize  our  duty, 
and  do  this  work.  I  hope  Dr.  Adams  will  add 
his  own  opinion  as  to  whether  this  is  not  the  true 
view,  and  whether  the  library  is  not  the  most  natu- 
ral local  centre  all  through  the  country  for  these 
influences  emanating  from  our  best  universities. 

H:  B.  Adams. —  What  I  said  last  evening  was 
in  the  direction  of  a  description  of  the  move- 
ment of  university  extension  rather  than  its 
relation  to  libraries.  I  spoke  of  that  three  years 
ago,  and  the  practical  fruit  of  that  discussion 
has  been  seen  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Crunden 
at  St.  Louis  and  Mr.  Lamed  at  Buffalo.  It 
is  part  of  a  great  democratic  movement  be- 
longing to  the  19th  century;  it  is  organized 
effort  on  the  part  of  university  men  to  raise, 
uplift  the  masses,  to  carry  out  from  academic 
cloisters  the  fruits  of  the  higher  learning.  Now 
I  want  to  bear  a  little  more  upon  the  practical 
point  as  to  what  librarians  can  do  in  the  promo- 
tion of  this  great  movement  in  America.  Very 
little  has  been  done.  What  I  described  last  night 
was  tinged  with  some  degree  of  failure ;  it  was  in 
the  line  of  initial  experiments,  and  only  partly 
successful.  What  remains  to  be  done  is  organ- 
ized systematic  work  in  connection  with  existing 
institutions.  Librarians  cannot  work  alone.  You 
cannot  institute  university  extension  in  your  libra- 
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ries  without  the  cooperation  of  the  highest  forces 
in  the  community.  There  must  be  cordial  and 
sympathetic  alliance  with  the  college,  with  the 
university,  with  the  mechanics'  institute,  the  labor 
union,  the  literary  club, —  all  the  forces  of  the 
country,  town,  or  city,  that  make  for  the  elevation 
of  the  people.  I  hope  when  these  librarians  go 
home  to  their  own  towns  and  cities,  they  will 
study  the  situation,  and  attempt  to  work  in  line, 
not  individually,  but  in  cooperation  with  the  best 
forces  of  their  communities.  Discuss  the  matter 
with  the  school  teacher,  the  local  clergyman,  the 
trustees  of  the  library,  the  mayor,  or  selectmen,  or 
public  men  of  influence,  and  try  to  organize  a 
student  association,  an  educational  society,  at  the 
head  of  which  there  shall  be  some  prominent  man 
who  will  command  the  respect  of  all  sects.  In 
its  unsectarian  character  the  library  commands  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  of 
the  Jew,  and  of  all  Protestant  sects.  It  is  better 
fitted  to  give  us  an  educational  clearing-house 
than  any  institution  in  the  country.  The  work  of 
organizing  and  preparing  this  course  can  best  be 
done  by  the  friends  of  the  library. 

My  second  point  is  this.  In  those  communities 
where  there  is  prospect  of  a  new  library  building, 
the  librarians  and  the  trustees  of  libraries  ought  to 
see  to  it  that  there  is  some  provision  made  for  the 
classroom.  Mr.  Dewey  said  that  the  public 
library  is  the  people's  college.  If  it  is  the 
people's  college,  it  must  become  the  people's  class- 
room. It  must  not  depend  upon  the  college  or 
town  hall.  It  must  have  its  own,  and  you  should 
be  very  careful  to  have  it  of  a  size  adapted  to  the 
classes.  No  class  of  twenty-five  or  fifty  will  fill  a 
big  audience  room  seating  i,ooo  to  1,500  people. 
I  am  authorized  to  say  that  the  great  Newberry 
library  in  Chicago,  in  its  plans  of  the  new  building, 
has  provided  for  classrooms  of  moderate  size, 
seating  an  audience  such  as  university  extension 
lectures  can  command.  As  you  know,  there  are 
already  libraries  in  this  country,  as  in  Buffalo, 
where  classrooms  exist  In  the  future,  such  pro- 
vision should  be  always  made. 

Again,  librarians  can  render  a  very  important 
service  in  classifying  library  materials  for  specific 
purposes.  They  can  make  their  library  focus 
upon  such  questions  as  those  raised  by  Henry 
George,  or  the  Socialists.  If  a  man  like  John 
Fiske  comes  to  lecture  on  American  history, 
books  should  be  grouped,  lists  posted  in  the 
library,  printed  in  the  newspapers.  Thus  Mr. 
Crunden,  of  St.  Louis,  codperated  with  the  lect- 
ure course  of  Dr.  Bemis. 


There  are  certain  great  forces  in  every  town 
and  city  that  by  cooperation  can  make  for  what 
they  call  university  extension.  Those  foremost 
are  the  library  and  school  system.  You  all  know 
how  these  codperate.  Second  is  the  church,  the 
church  guild,  the  church  dub,  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  the  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association.  That  is  the  religious  group. 
Then  in  certain  towns  there  is  a  college  or  univer- 
sity, the  culmination  of  the  educational  system.  In 
most  towns  there  are  also  institutes  of  one  sort  or 
another,  like  the  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn. 
There  are  mechanics'  institutes  in  the  manufact- 
uring towns,  and  labor  unions.  These  are  the 
units  for  composition.  If  the  libraries  work  upon 
these  units,  they  can  stimulate  them.  These 
forces  are  all  in  sight  They  are  not  to  be  sought 
for ;  they  are  here,  and  only  need  to  be  properly 
utilized.  And  they  are  advancing  more  clearly 
into  view,  just  as  these  mountains  around  you 
take  shape  with  the  rising  of  the  mist. 

One  point  more  in  closing.  Mr.  Dewey  said  I 
was  to  prepare  a  report  for  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion on  this  subject  of  imiversity  extension. 
There  is  very  little  to  report,  except  on  the 
English  side.  I  want  to  have  something  to  report 
on  the  American  side.  I  hope  before  another 
year  is  passed  that  there  will  be  a  great  many  of 
these  assemblies  in  American  cities.  I  wish  to 
ask  this  favor  of  American  librarians:  Kindly 
send  me  at  Baltimore  whatever  accounts  may 
appear  in  the  newspai>ers,  in  the  reports  of  libra- 
ries or  of  local  societies,  that  may  come  to  your 
attention.  I  shall  endeavor  to  utilize  all  such 
material  in  the  construction  of  this  government 
report.  You  all  know  that  something  concrete, 
something  with  flesh  and  blood,  influences  the 
public  mind  a  great  deal  more  than  philosophical 
theory.  The  fact  that  this  thing  has  been  done  in 
Buffado  and  other  towns  of  America  will  have 
more  weight  with  the  community  than  any  recom- 
mendation by  a  theorist  An  ounce  of  fact  is 
worth  more  than  a  pound  of  theory.  • 

world's  fair  library  exhibit. 

F.  P.  Hill  presented  the  following  suggestions 
in  regard  to  A.  L.  A.  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair, 
in  order  to  bring  out  discussion  and  the  views  of 
different  members  of  the  Association. 

1.  That  the  A.  L.  A.  should  be  represented  at 
the  World's  Fair,  and  represented  in  such  a  way 
as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  Association. 

2.  That  thb  matter  should  be  taken  up  by  the 
Association  and  not  left  to  the  individual  libraries 
to  attend  to. 
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3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  at  this  meet- 
ing to  perfect  plans  and  present  them  at  the  next 
meeting. 

4.  That  a  competent  person  be  placed  in  charge 
of  the  exhibit  whose  duty  should  be  to  answer  all 
questions  and  explain  such  systems  of  classifica- 
tion as  may  be  represented. 

5.  That  the  eidiibit  be  a  comparative  and  ex- 
haustive one. 

6.  That  a  model  library,  showing  modem  meth- 
ods of  classifying  and  cataloging  books,  be  ar- 
ranged in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  buildii^g. 

7.  That  the  matter  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  person  as  Miss  Cutler,  of  the  Library 
School.  The  lively  interest  of  teachers  and  pupils 
would  result  in  giving  us  the  very  best  plans. 

8.  That  each  library  be  represented  by  plans, 
methods,  blanks  etc.,  but  that  it  should  be  through 
the  Association,  sent  to  this  committee  and  ar- 
ranged in  a  systematic  manner. 

9.  That  at  the  proper  time,  say  next  year,  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in 
and  near  the  city  of  Chicago,  be  appointed  to  see 
that  a  good  position  is  assigned,  and  attend  to 
such  other  matters  as  would  naturally  come  before 
such  a  local  committee. 

On  motion  of  W:  I.  Flstchbr,  seconded  by 
C:  A.  Nelson,  the  first  suggestion  was  adopted  as 
the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Sec.  Dewey,  the  remaining  sug- 
gestions were  referred  to  a  special  conmiittee  of 
five. 

The  chair  subsequently  appointed  F:  P.  Hill, 
Weston  Flint,  Miss  M:  S.  Cutler,  C:  A.  Nelson, 
C:  R.  Dudley. 

B:  P.  Mann  presented  a  resolution  in  regard  to 
an  index  to  technological  literature  in  preparation 
by  the  Patent  Office.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Resolutions. 

ENDOWMENT. 

W:  I.  Fletcher  offered  from  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  the  following: — 

Resolved^  That  there  be  added  to  the  Standing 
Committee  a  Committee  on  Publication,  to  consist 
of  three  members. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Publication  be 
requested  to  consider,  and  authorized  to  carry  out 
a  plan  by  which  a  permanent  fund  may  be 
provided,  the  income  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
and  of  other  publications  issued  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  A.  L.  A.    Resolutions  were  adopted. 

E.  C.  HovsY. —  What  are  the  prospects  of  a 
report  from  this  committee  on  that  subject  ? 

Pres.  CauNDSN.-^They  will  have   to   report 


through  the  Library  journal^  for  there  will  not  be 
another  meeting  of  the  Association  till  next  jear. 

E.  C.  HovEY. — It  seems  to  me  that  what  we 
want  now  is  to  take  some  action  for  the  raising  of 
money.  If  it  go  to  a  committee  to  be  considered 
this  will  take  some  time,  and  will  not  be  effective 
in  procuring  immediate  funds.  We,  coming  from 
the  different  States,  should  make  it  our  business 
to  collect  this  money.  We  need  not  join  in  any 
compact  or  offer  resolutions.  Let  us  make  up 
our  minds  to  have  it  paid  in  before  a  certain  time. 
There  are  two  ways  to  raise  money  —  one  is  to  re- 
solve to  raise  it,  and  that  is  not  very  successful ; 
the  other  way  is  to  raise  it.  I  move  we  raise  this 
money  before  the  first  of  January,  and  not  be  con- 
tent with  any  sum  less  than  $10,000.  It  must  be 
understood  that  the  money  is  for  a  permanent 
fund,  only  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used.  I 
will  pledge  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  send  to 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Association  $500  on  or  before 
January  i. 

J:  M.  Glenn.— I  think  if  this  is  left  in  this  way, 
that  many  of  us  will  not  act.  If  we  have  an 
active  conmiittee,  of  which  Mr.  Hovey  will  be 
one,  they  may  get  the  money  by  the  15th  instant. 
There  will  be  no  trouble  in  raising  that  money 
before  the  ist  of  January,  but  I  think  the  best 
way  to  doit  is  to  have  an  active  conmiittee  of  busi- 
ness men. 

E.  C.  Hovey.— I  don't  antagonize  that  resolution. 
You  can  pass  it  and  as  many  as  you  please.  In  my 
opinion  that  is  not  the  way  to  accomplish  the 
object  I  don't  wish  nor  do  I  intend  to  be  on  the 
committee  for  raising  money.  Furthermore,  if  I 
have  in  my  possession  on  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber $500  for  this  purpose,  and  if  by  that  time  the 
rest  of  that  fund  shall  not  have  been  secured  from 
other  sources,  the  A.  L.  A.  does  not  get  a  cent  of 
that  money.  I  intend  to  collect  this  money  indi- 
vidually; going  to  my  friends  and  telling  them  of 
the  object.  If  the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  don't 
show  enough  enthusiasm  in  other  States  to  raise 
money,  they  can't  have  mine.  Perhaps  I  shall 
turn  it  into  the  publishing  section.  But  money  is 
.not  to  be  raised  by  me  and  paid  into  the  Associa- 
tion unless  other  States  do  the  same  thing.  Here 
I  am  a  new  member,  a  novice,  yet  I  sec  the  abso- 
lute need  of  money.  It  is  all  very  well  to  appoint 
a  committee  and  give  them  a  resolution,  but  when 
will  they  come  in  and  make  their  report  ?  And 
when  they  do,  I  can  hear  even  now  the  president 
say,-  "  The  report  has  been  received  and  will  be 
placed  on  file." 

Sec.  Dewey. — I  have  started  a  list  with  Massa- 
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chusetts,  $500.  If  a  man  is  in  earnest,  he  will 
undertake  to  raise  a  certain  sum  in  his  State, 
though  it  be  only  $ioa  Such  pledges  are  made 
on  the  condition  of  %iofiOO  being  raised. 

E.  C.  HovEY.— I  will  pay  the  $500  if  I 
have  the  assurance  of  the  President  that  the  other 
members  are  working. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  If  this  committee  is  appointed, 
every  member  of  this  Association  can  go  out  and 
say,  I  am  raising  this  money  by  endorsement  of 
the  Association.  If  without  this  resolution  I  go  to 
a  rich  acquaintance  and  ask  for  $100,  he  will  say, 
To  whom  are  you  going  to  pay  this  money  ? 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  suppose  an  old  war  horse 
like  me  can  always  be  permitted  to  instruct  a  nov- 
ice, as  Mr.  Hovey  calls  himself. 

E.  C.  Hovey. —  Not  in  raising  money !  (Laugh- 
ter.) 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  Perhaps  Mr.  Hovey  does 
not  know  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  half 
of  the  United  States  in  library  matters.  Let  him 
look  up  the  evidence  in  this  matter,  and  see  if  I  am 
not  instructing  him  correctly.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion that  this  committee  should  at  this  meeting 
provide  some  means  by  which  we  could  be  de- 
livered from  this  difficulty  in  publishing  our 
proceedings.  An  hour's  work  might  enable  them 
to  present  a  financial  means  afforded  by  Mr.  Hov- 
ey's  suggestion  of  having  it  pledged  on  the  spot. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  It  seems  to  me  the  best  solution 
will  come  in  this  way:  Our  constitution  provides 
that  the  Finance  Committee  shall  have  charge  of 
all  collections.  Now  we  put  on  the  Publication 
Committee  men  to  do  work  that  is  not  in  the  line 
of  the  men  who  can  raise  money  best.  The 
Finance  Committee,  carefully  guarding  expenses, 
might  not  be  the  most  enthusiastic,  energetic  men 
to  push  the  fund.  We  have  work  for  the  Finance 
Committee  and  work  for  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee, and  we  have  a  special  object  at  this  time, 
the  raising  of  a  working  fund.  It  seems  to  me  we 
should  appoint  a  special  committee,  to  report  this 
evening  or  to-morrow  morning  on  a  plan  for  rais- 
ing the  fund. 

Prcs.  Crunden. —  That  will  involve  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  resolutions. 

Resolutions  reconsidered  and  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  I  move  a  special  committee  to 
devise  a  plan  for  raising  an  endowment.    Voted. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  appoint  as  a  committee  to 
devise  that  plan,  and  to  report  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, Messrs.  Glenn,  Hovey,  Carver,  Sexton,  and 
Whitelaw. 


On  motion  of  C:  A.  Nelson,  the  matters  of  the 
increase  of  dues  from  $2  to  $6  for  persons  not  en- 
gaged in  library  work,  either  as  librarians  or  trus- 
tees, and  of  salary  for  a  paid  assistant  secretary, 
were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

PLACE  OF   THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Pres.  Crunden.—  There  has  been  an  inviution 
from  a  State  noted  for  boundless  hospitality,  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  following  letter,  from  Miss  Tessa  L.  Kelso, 
was  read: 

"  As  Secretary  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  I  wish  to  extend 
to  you,  in  behalf  of  our  community,  as  represented 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Librarian  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  an  invitation  to  visit 
our  city  in  1891,  to  hold  the  annual  conference  of 
the  Association. 

''Mr.  J:  V.  Cheney,  Librarian  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library,  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  meet- 
ing this  year,  and  can  present  the  attractions  and 
advantages  of  our  country  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

"Should  you  conclude  to  come  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  and  make  San  Francisco  the  objective  point, 
it  would  still  afford  us  an  opportunity  to  entertain 
you  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  which  we 
would  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  doing. 

"  I  trust  this  matter  may  have  your  serious  con- 
sideration, and  regret  exceedingly  that  I  cannot  be 
present  to  discuss  it  with  the  members  of  the 
Association.'* 

J:  V.  Cheney. —  I  call  for  the  reading  of  several 
other  letters  relating  to  this  invitation. 

Letters  were  read  from  Miss  Ina  D.  Coolbrith, 
of  the  Oakland  Public  Library,  from  J.  C.  Rowell, 
Librarian  of  the  University  of  California,  from  W. 
F.  Poole,  of  Chicago,  and  Herbert  Putnam,  of 
Minneapolis. 

EXCURSIONS. 

Pres.  Crunden.—  If  Mr.  Cheney  will  allow  me, 
I  wish  to  make  one  remark.  In  addition  to  this 
letter  from  Mr.  Putnam,  which  charges  us  with 
making  excursions,  I  received  one  from  a  libra- 
rian, not  here,  because  he  did  not  dare  to  present 
again  to  his  trustees  this  matter  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
conferences,  as  they  were  so  opposed  to  smything 
that  looked  like  a  pleasure  excursion.  If  they  re- 
quested him  to  attend,  he  would  be  glad  to  go,  as 
he  knew  well  there  was  something  besides  junket- 
ing in  them. 

With  these  facts  in  view,  the  committee  plaimed 
a  convention  which  should  be  a  business  conven- 
tion.   That  is  the  reason  my  remarks  about  ex- 
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carsions  have  been  rather  severe,  and  have,  per- 
haps, shown  more  feeling  than  they  should. 

Miss  M.  I.  C  RANDALL. —  I  had  special  instruc- 
tions from  my  trustees  to  go  up  Mt.  Washington. 

A.  W.  Tyler. — ^There  are  very  few  librarians 
who  have  time  or  money  to  take  long  vacations, 
and  a  majority  do  come  to  these  meetings  with  the 
intention  of  making  some  trip.  I  attended  every 
session  of  the  Round  Island  meeting,  and  did  not 
catch  one  fish.  There  are  two  sides  to  the  ques- 
tion. As  I  was  faithful  there,  I  speak  for  the 
other  side  here. 

Pres.  Crunden.— I  will  say,  as  I  said  last 
night,  that  any  librarian  whose  expenses  are  de- 
frayed by  his  library,  has  no  more  right  to  spend 
time  in  making  excursions  than  a  commercial 
traveler  has  to  go  fishing  on  his  firm's  time. 

PLACE  OF  NEXT  MEETING. 

J:  V.  Cheney.— If  you  can  throw  your  minds 
back  over  the  chasm  which  has  intervened  be- 
tween this  moment  and  the  reading  of  the  letters 
of  invitation,  I  would  add  to  them  such  words  as 
I  can  with  this  Boston  attachment  to  my  voice.  I 
need  not  explain  that  you  are  invited  to  meet 
next  year  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  I  suppose  there 
may  be  raised'one  objection ;  I  can  conceive  of  but 
one,  the  expense,  and  I  ask  you  to  let  that  rest 
for  a  few  minutes  until  I  have  finished,  when 
my  friend  Pickett,  of  Chicago,  will  present  to  you 
the  figures,  and  utterly  banish  it  from  your  minds. 

This  invitation  is  broad  and  long,  Mr.  President. 
It  is  broader  and  longer  than  any  that  could  come 
from  New  England;  and  if — as  did  our  learned 
friend  in  his  address  of  welcome  the  other  night  — 
you  choose  to  consider  altitude  rather  than  acre- 
age, it  comes  from  heights  that  range  so  far 
above  these  that  bid  the  sunlight  smile  over  the 
land,  that  they  dwindle  to  the  size  of  a  nine-pin. 
If  I  wished  to  show  you  that  this  invitation  is 
from  a  land  of  beauty,  I  should  point  you  to  that 
queen  city  sitting  by  the  gate  of  the  sea ;  I  should 
point  you  farther  down  the  coast  to  that  stray  bit 
of  paradise,  Monterey  j  or  I  should  point  you  still 
farther  down  to  Santa  Barbara,  where  lingers  yet 
the  old  Spanish  language,  and  where  it  is  always 
afternoon.  And  as  a  contrast  to  this,  I  should 
lead  you  suddenly  to  the  Yosemite,  whose  invita- 
tion to  you  is  in  a  voice  far  kinder  than  the  thun- 
der that  rattles  from  crag  to  crag  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada ;  and  lastly,  I  should  bring  you  to  that 
peak,  15,000  feet  high,  sovereign  Shasta,  bowing 
to  welcome  you  as  you  approach. 

Now,  if  you  were  a  selfish  body,  California  could 
address  you  on  the  selfish  side.    But  I  utterly 


waive  that.  I  wish  you  to  put  that  out  of  your 
minds  as  much  as  possible.  Think  first  of  your 
duty. 

You  remember  the  old  master  who  had  a  mon- 
arch for  a  pupil.  The  monarch  was  continually 
pressing  him  for  some  word  as  to  his  progress. 
"  Well,"  said  the  master  one  day,  "  there  are  three 
kinds  of  violin  players ;  the  first  cannot  play  at 
all ;  the  second  can  play  badly,  and  the  third  can 
play  well.  I  congratulate  your  majesty  on  having 
reached  the  second  stage.*'  That  is  about  our 
situation  on  the  Pacific  Coast  with  regard  to  libra- 
ries ;  we  are  in  the  second  stage.  I  have  crossed 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  these  letters  have  fol- 
lowed in  my  wake,  to  ask  this  body,  in  the  legiti- 
mate prosecution  of  its  business,  in  the  legitimate 
doing  of  its  duty,  to  come  to  that  coast  which  it 
has  neglected  for  fifteen  years  —  in  other  words, 
since  it  was  bom — and  push  us  on  to  the  third  stage. 
We  have  money;  we  have  some  books,  but  we 
need  library  buildings.  Why,  you  who  sit  here  in 
the  centres  of  culture,  you  who  sit  here  in  your  old 
world  complacency,  know  not  the  need  of  us  who 
wrestle  in  the  sage  brush  and  track  the  yellow 
sands  of  the  prairie.  I  simply  say  to  you  that  the 
presence  of  this  national  association  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  would,  in  my  judgment — and  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me — do  more  good  the  coming  year  than 
would  result  from  its  meeting  in  any  other  place. 
There  is  no  place  that  needs  you  so  much  ;  no 
place  has  been  so  much  neglected.  Even  if  we 
had  material  enough,  we  need  the  stimulus  which 
it  is  the  particular  province  of  the  Association  to 
provide.  When  it  was  learned  that  I  was  to  come 
on  here,  the  editor  of  our  leading  State  paper,  the 
oldest  of  them,  paused  in  the  heat  of  a  political  con- 
flict in  which  he  himself  was  very  much  interested, 
to  write  words  which  prove  that  San  Francisco  will 
know  you  when  you  come,  and  take  care  of  you 
while  you  stay. 

[Mr.  Cheney  read  an  extract  from  a  San  Fran- 
cisco journal.] 

Even  the  invitation  I  have  given  you,  the  in- 
vitation from  the  city  of  San  Francisco  and  the 
State  of  California,  the  invitation  from  the  li- 
braries, the  invitation  from  San  Diego  to  Siskiyou, 
from  the  r^ion  of  the  orange  to  the  region  of  the 
pine,  from  the  entire  Pacific  coast,  is  to  be  sup- 
plemented. I  will  call  upon  Mr.  Dudley,  of 
Denver,  and  then  upon  Mr.  Pickett,  of  Chicago. 

C:  R.  Dudley. —  I  came  here  with  the  idea 
that,  as  the  Association  had  never  met  in  a  west- 
em  city,  Denver  was  the  place  for  meeting  next 
year.     I  was  fully  prepared  to  extend  in  a  very 
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amiable  way  an  invitation  to  that  effect ;  but  after 
talking  with  Mr.  Cheney  I  have  decided  that 
Denver  is  not  the  place.  Yet  I  will  say  thb :  In 
that  little  frontier  town  which  is  sometimes 
spoken  of  poetically  as  the  Queen  City  of  the 
Plains,  there  are  two  small  libraries,  doing  pretty 
well  for  their  size  and  the  light  they  have  had.  I 
think  they  would  be  immensely  benefited  by  a  stop 
over  of  the  Library  Association,  and  I  supplement 
what  Mr.  Cheney  has  said  by  inviting  you  to  take 
in  Denver  on  your  trip  either  going  out  or  coming 
back,  and  to  allow  us  to  see  and  entertain  you. 

C:  C.  PiCKKTT.—  The  light  from  Chicago  will 
now  give  you  the  cold  facts.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  meeting  that  we  are  working  towards  junk- 
eting trips.  It  was  precisely  because  we  under- 
stood that  a  junketing  trip  was  in  preparation,  and 
that  there  was  great  danger  it  might  be  made,  that 
a  number  of  gentlemen  have  considered  favorably 
this  trip  to  San  Francisco.  A  scheme  had  been 
proposed  for  an  eight  weeks'  trip  to  Europe  to 
gratify  those  librarians  and  their  friends  who  want 
an  opportunity  to  go  ''abwoad.'*  We  have  routes 
over  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  connecting  lines 
which,  I  think,  will  convince  you  that  in  doing 
your  duty  by  going  to  San  Francisco,  and  giving 
the  assistance  needed  there  in  building  libraries, 
you  will  spend  no  more  than  the  Chicago  party 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  this  year  to  come 
to  the  White  Mountains.  The  proposed 
itinerary  is  from  Chicago  (or  from  Boston  and 
New  York  by  way  of  Montreal),  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  to  Vancouver,  thence  by  rail  or  water  to 
San  Francisco,  returning  by  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  to  Denver,  there  to  disperse  as  you 
please;  $iiois  therate.  I  undertake  to  fill  two 
sleepers  from  Chicago.  We  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  Los  Angeles  and  the  coast,  to  see 
both  North  and  South  California,  and  to  combine 
a  library  conference  with  a  profitable  vacation 
trip.  Therefore  I  invite  your  serious  consider- 
ation of  this  question.  I  believe  you  all  will  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  San  Francisco  is  the  place, 
and  that  if  you  go  there  the  conference  will  be  a 
success.  There  you  can  make  a  large  number  of 
excursions  without  interfering  with  your  legitimate 
business,  and  when  you  are  through  you  will  have 
helped  the  libraries  of  the  West,  have  received  a 
return  for  your  money,  and  will  not  have  gone  on 
a  junketing  trip  at  all. 

Pres.  Crundbn. —  Oratory,  poetry,  and  cold 
facts  all  call  us  west. 

C:  A.  Nelson.—  The  West  has  given  an  invi- 
tation; it  is  seconded  by  the  central  cities,  Denver 


and  Chicago;  and,  speaking  for  the  sunny  South, 
I  would  heartily  accept  it. 

W:  F.  Poole.— I  move  that  the  inviution  from 
California  and  the  West,  to  hold  our  next  meeting 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  be  accepted. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  I  had  intended  to  say  some- 
thing in  favor  of  the  motion,  as  I  seconded  it,  but 
I  shall  have  to  reverse  the  old  saying,  and  praise 
those  who  have  said  all  my  good  things  before 
me.  One  point,  however,  I  wish  to  make.  I 
second  the  motion  precisely  because  California 
offers  the  most  facilities  for  excursions  of  any 
part  of  this  country.  I  have  attended  every 
convention  held  from  the  beginning  of  the  Library 
Association,  and  each  session  of  every  convention 
from  opening  to  end.  Therefore  I  feel  justified  in 
saying  that  I  do  not  come  to  these  meetings 
simply  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Assodation. 
I  come,  of  course,  to  help  in  transacting  it,  and 
also  to  get  ideas,  and,  if  possible,  to  impart  them ; 
but  I  also  come  to  join  m  the  little  talks  on  the 
train,  in  the  lobby,  and  on  the  excursions,  for  these 
talks  give  us  fully  as  much  benefit  as  anything 
that  goes  on  at  the  regular  meetings.  I  am  sorry 
that  any  trustees  know  so  little  about  our  assem- 
blies as  to  suppose  that  the  junketing  interferes  in 
the  least  with  the  profit  which  we  get  from  them. 
They  ought  to  have  read  last  year's  proceedings, 
and  they  ought  to  have  talked  with  a  bolder,  more 
persevering,  and  more  experienced  librarian,  who 
would  tell  them  what  really  is  done  here.  I  come, 
too,  to  learn  something  of  the  geography  of  our 
country,  for  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  poor 
librarians  are  likely  to  get  any  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  it.  And  I  come  to  indulge  once  a  year 
a  love  of  nature.  So  I  second  this  motion,  be- 
cause I  wish  to  see  a  mountain  with  a  snow  line, 
as  well  as  one  with  a  tree  line.  Also,  I  should 
like  to  see  Mr.  Cheney  wrestle  in  the  sage  brush. 

R.  A.  Guild. —  I  fully  agree  with  Mr.  Cutter. 
I  have  attended  all  the  meetings  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  I  have  alwa3rs  paid  my  own  expenses. 
From  the  beginning  it  has  been  our  aim  to  com- 
bine pleasure  and  profit. 

A.  W.  Whelpley.— Cincinnati  votes  heartily 
for  San  Francisco. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  hope  to  see  this  motion  pass. 

W:  Beer.— It  is  the  custom  of  the  British 
Association,  in  selecting  a  place  of  meeting,  not  to 
fear  any  diminution  of  the  attendance.  The 
attendance  has  sometimes  been  enormous,  rising 
into  the  thousands ;  but  another  year,  in  going  a 
great  distance,  the  number  has  fallen  exceedingly, 
but  good  missionary  work  has  been  accomplished. 
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That  is  what  we  are  called  to  do  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  We  may  suffer  the  loss  of  some  librari- 
ans, but  the  work  will  not  be  diminished  upon 
fresh  ground. 

Wbston  Funt. — I  was  opposed  to  this  Cali- 
fornia trip  when  I  came  here,  but  those  two  weeks 
of  conference  we  shall  have  on  the  cars  will  be  a 
most  interesting  and  valuable  part  of  the  meeting. 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 

Pres.  Crunden.—  Since  I  have  been  put  in  the 
attitude  of  defence,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  not  a 
stem  Puritan  who  does  not  believe  in  any  sort  of 
amusement.  My  conduct  on  post-conference  excur- 
sions will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  one 
as  to  the  readiness  and  zest  with  which  I  have 
entered  into  all  the  entertainments.  But  I  am 
not  willing  to  see  such  an  important  meeting  as 
yesterday's  broken  up  by  an  excursion.  Our  pri- 
mary business  is  to  attend  the  meetings,  getting 
all  the  enjoyment  we  can  between  them. 

TIME  OP  THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

J:  V.  Cheney.—  In  San  Francisco  in  July  and 
August  the  wind  blows  from  the  sea,  and  some- 
times particles  of  sand  are  in  the  atr.  Those  per- 
sons who  are  accustomed  to  looking  at  the  clear 
sky  might  be  disappointed.  September  and  Oct- 
ober are  lovely  months,  so  also  are  the  winter 
months.  You  would  not  strike  as  much  rain  as 
we  have  had  here  unless  it  was  a  very  strange 
season.  It  rains  in  the  night,  and  occasionally 
for  two  or  three  days  together.  So  it  seems  to 
me  it  does  not  make  much  difference  about  the 
weather.  If  it  is  a  little  windy  in  San  Frandsco, 
we  can  go  to  Monterey.  I  would  myself  say  May 
or  June,  September  or  October. 

C:  R.  Dudley.—  If  you  are  going  through  Col- 
orado, there  is  no  better  time  to  see  the  Rocky 
Mountains  than  September. 

On  motion  of  Weston  Flint,  the  time  of  the 
next  meeting  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

ENDOWMENT. 

J:  M.  Glenn,  for  the  special  Committee  on 
Endowment,  reported :  — 

Resolvedy  That  a  permanent  standing  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  at  once,  to  be  called 
the  Endowment  Committee,  with  power  to  devise 
and  put  into  execution  immediately  plans  for  the 
raising  of  an  endowment  fund  only  the  income  of 
which  shall  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the 
A.L.A. 

That  the  custody  of  the  Endowment  Fund  shall 
be  committed  to  three  trustees  to  be  elected  at  this 
meeting ;  one  to  hold  office  for  three  vears,  one  for 
two  years,  and  one  for  one  year,  and  that  hereafter 
one  trustee  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meet- 


ing of  the  Association,  to  hold  office  for  three 
years. 

That  each  trustee,  before  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  this  office,  shall  qualify  therefor  ^y  giv- 
ing a  bond  in  such  form,  and  for  such  amount  and 
with  such  sureties  as  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Association. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  President 
announced  as  permanent  committee :  Pliny  T.  Sex- 
ton, J:  M.  Glenn,  and  E.  C.  Hovey. 

P.  T.  Sexton.— Mr.  Hovey  has  pledged  Massa- 
chusetts for  a  contribution  of  at  least  $500.  I 
recognize  the  fact  that  the  fund  cannot  be  made 
too  large,  and  that  a  corresponding  income  can  be 
used  advantageously.  I  will  pledge,  in  behalf  of 
New  York  State,  $1,000. 

E.  C.  Hovey.— Massachusetts  cannot  be  out- 
one  by  New  York.   Massachusetts  pledges  $1,500. 

Sec.  Dewey.— Bibliothecal  poker.  Let  the 
game  go  on. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  I  move  we  proceed  to  the 
election  of  trustees  for  this  fund.    Voted. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  move  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  nominate  trustees.    Voted. 

The  President  appointed  R.  A.  Guild,  S:  S. 
Green,  and  K.  A:  Linderfelt. 

B:  P.  Mann  moved  a  resolution  on  international 
copyright.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Adjourned  at  12.50. 


NINTH  SESSION 

(FRIDAY,  2.50  P.  M.) 
PATENT  OFFICE  INDEX. 

Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  the  follow- 
ing, which  were  unanimously  passed :  — 

Whereas^  it  has  been  stated  that  the  Library  of 
the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  has  in  preparation  an  index 
to  a  portion  of  the  literature  of  technology, — 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
the  speedy  publication  of  such  an  index  would  be 
of  very  great  service  to  inventors,  scientists,  and 
the  pubfic  generally. 

Resolved^  That  the  governmental  authorities 
having  control  of  such  work  be  urged  to  prompt 
and  liberal  action  in  placing  the  work  of  the  Patent 
Office  within  reach  of  the  public. 

NEXT  MEETING.  —  PROGRAM. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  What  meeting  is  this?  Our 
programs  do  not  agree.  The  Philadelphia  and 
CatskiU  meetings  are  sometimes  counted  and 
sometimes  omitted.  Here  on  my  table  are  three 
documents  giving  three  different  numbers  to  this 
meeting.  All  our  meetings  should  be  counted; 
and  to  settle  the  usage,  I  move  that  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  A.  L.  A.  be  considered  the  13th.    Voted. 
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Sec.  Dewey.  —  I  move  the  Secretary  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  postal  size  folder,  respecting 
the  meeting,  three  months  in  advance.    Voted. 

Sec  Dewey. —  Our  proceedings  are  printed  in 
two  places,  separately,  and  in  the  Ldbrary  journal ; 
the  consequent  variation  of  paging  causes  much 
annoyance  in  case  of  references.  I  move  that 
hereafter  the  paging  of  the  Library  journal  be 
followed  in  the  proceedings.    Voted. 

Sec  Dewey. —  In  view  of  the  number  of  sub- 
jects to  be  taken  up  at  our  meetings,  I  move  that 
speakers  be  limited  to  five  minutes.    Voted. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  If  we  could  agree  here  on  some 
matters  in  regard  to  our  annual  programs,  it 
would  save  much  discussion  later.  I  am  not  at  all 
strenuous  except  to  find  out  what  the  majority  of 
the  Association  wants.  I  suggest  we  instruct  the 
standing  committee  to  lay  out  a  program  for  four 
days  of  two  sessions  a  day,  thus  allowing  the  odd 
half  day  or  evening  for  excursions  and  social 
meetings.  We  have  already  voted  in  the  Associa- 
tion of  State  Librarians  to  meet  two  dajrs  before 
the  A.  L.  A.,  thus  getting  out  of  the  way,  and 
having  ample  time  for  our  own  work. 

Another  plan  would  be  to  make  our  general 
Association  meeting  five  days  or  a  full  week,  and 
to  put  in  the  middle  a  day  or  more  for  excursions 
or  social  features.  Your  standing  committee  may 
be  entirely  unanimous  on  something  that  most  of 
the  Association  will  criticise.  An  expression  of 
preference  here  will  relieve  the  poor  committee 
from  this  criticism.  Some  wish  to  put  all  the  ses- 
sions together,  and  then  the  junketing  at  the  end. 
The  best  results  might  come  from  carrying  our 
work  through  the  week,  and  spending  the  next 
Sunday  together,  and  going  home  Monday.  That 
dodges  the  difficulty  of  Sunday  travel.  This  year's 
program,  you  have  noticed,  has  made  larger  pro- 
vision for  questions  and  discussion.  Every  year 
come  requests  for  more  opportunity  for  discussion. 

I  believe  heartily  in  what  Mr.  Cutter  said,  that 
a  great  deal  of  good  comes  from  the  informal 
meetings,  and  piazza  and  picnic  conferences.  The 
criticism  which  Pres.  Crunden  quoted  about  junk- 
eting came  from  a  man  who  knows  little  of  our 
meetings,  and  jumps  at  his  conclusion.  He  has 
attended  few  of  our  meetings.  This  Association 
justly  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  very 
hardest  working  associations  in  this  coimtry.  Let 
us  adopt  a  policy,  and  not  have  the  whole  thing 
turned  up  fresh  every  year.  I  propose  to  offer 
some  resolutions  to  save  these  discussions.  One 
is  a  standing  order  to  issue  our  programs  at  least 
two  or  three  months  before  the  meeting;  especially 


as  we  are  to  meet  at  the  latter  part  of  our  vaca- 
tions, and  most  people  wish  to  decide  about  com- 
ing before  arranging  their  summer's  outing. 

The  Association  ought  to  maintain  its  dignity 
by  making  a  program  as  good  as  it  can,  and  stick- 
ing to  it,  as  we  have  this  year,  in  spite  of  request 
to  change  it  for  the  most  trivial  reasons. 

S:  S.  Green. — These  questions  ought  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  Standing  Committee. 

ENDOWMENT  TRUSTEES. 

R.  A.  Guild,  for  the  Committee  on  Nominating 
Trustees,  reported  the  following,  who  were  elected : 

For  three  years,  Pliny  T.  Sexton,  of  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  Regent  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

For  two  years,  Norman  Williams,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  President  of  Trustees  of  Crerar  Library. 

For  one  year,  £.  C.  Hovey,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
Trustee  of  Brookline  Public  Library,  Mass. 

ENDOWMENT. 

E.  C.  Hovey.—  The  Permanent  Committee  on 
the  Endowment  Fund  and  the  officers  of  the 
Association  think  it  would  be  well  to  pledge  a 
part  of  the  fund  here  and  now.  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  haye  already  been  heard  from,  and 
we  wish  to  know  if  the  scheme  has  the  earnest 
and  practical  endorsement  of  other  States  repre- 
sented here  by  librarians  or  library  trustees. 

Miss  H.  P.  James. —  I  cannot  speak  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  I  can  for  Wilkesbarre, 
which  will  give  |ioo. 

The  same  amount  was  pledged  from  Chicago 
by  C.  C.  Pickett,  from  Cincinnati  by  A.  W.  Whelp- 
ley,  from  Milwaukee  by  K.  A:  Linderfelt,  from 
Rhode  Island  by  R.  A.  Guild,  from  St.  Louis  by 
O.  L.  Whitelaw,  from  New  Jersey  by  F.  P.  HUl, 
from  Detroit  by  H.  M.  Utley,  from  Denver  by 
C:  R.  Dudley.  Individual  gifts  of  the  same 
amount  were  announced  from  S:  S.  Green  and 
G.  E.  Stechert.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Whitney  pledged 
$50  from  Kansas  City.  $25  was  pledged  from 
Gloverville,  N.  Y.,  by  A.  L.  Peck ;  from  Lawrence, 
Mass.,  by  F:  H.  Hedge ;  from  Topeka,  Kan.,  by 
W:  Beer;  from  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  by  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Sanders;  from  Salem,  Mass.,  by  G.  M.  Jones; 
from  Brookline,  Mass.,  and  from  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  and  from  the  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  F.  C.  Patten,  H.  Kephart,  G.  W.  Cole, 
W.  H.  Brett,  Miss  C.  H.  Garland,  agreed  to  be 
responsible  for  %\o  ^ach,  and  %\o  was  promised 
from  Staten  Island.  The  Library  School  pledged 
$100. 
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C:  C.  Pickett. —  I  will  be  responsible  for 
another  hundred  from  Chicago. 

W:  F.  Poole.—  I  am  sure  Chicago  will  give  as 
much  as  Massachusetts. 

Sec  Dkwey.—  We  have  raised  $4,000,  but  that 
is  not  decimal  nor  the  place  to  stop.  New  York 
will  add  $500  to  her  pledge  if  the  rest  of  the 
country  will  bring  the  total  pledged  here  to 
$5,000. 

£.  C.  HovEY.— Two  hundred  more  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Sec.  Dewey.— New  York  will  not  consent  to 
be  outdone  in  any  good  work.  We  wish  to  file  a 
standing  order  with  the  Subscription  Committee 
to  increase  the  pledge  of  New  York  as  fast  as 
any  other  State  raises  the  present  limit 

K.  A:  LiNDERFELT. —  Milwaukee  doubles  her 
pledge. 

P.  T.  Sexton.— I  wish  to  suggest  what  is 
obvious  to  all,  that  the  gentlemen  making  these 
pledges  expect  to  do  far  better.  On  reflection 
they  will  think  of  friends  who  will  be  glad  to  help 
in  soliciting  for  the  fund,  and  in  contributing 
toward  it  This  organization  will  grow  beyond  all 
our  expectations,  and  the  need  and  demand  for 
money  will  keep  pace  with  its  growth.  I  therefore 
request,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  that  every 
one  who  expects  to  solicit  subscriptions  will 
kindly  send  his  name  and  address  to  me  [Pliny  T. 
Sexton,  Palmyra,  N.  Y.],  and  also  add  the  names 
of  those  that  occur  to  them,  as  likely  to  be 
interested,  so  that  all  can  work  together  for  a  com- 
mon purpose. 

S.  F.  Whitney.—  I  suggest  that  the  committee 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  condition  in  which  the 
pledges  place  this  fund,  to  present  to  people 
interested  in  our  work,  and  to  aid  those  who 
solicit  further  subscriptions.  I  move  that  the 
Standing  Committee  prepare  a  circular  which  will 
aid  in  collecting  this  money.    Voted. 

FINANCES. 

W:  E.  Foster  reported  for  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee :  —  The  Finance  Committee  do  not  advise 
against  raising  the  amount  of  the  annual  dues,  as 
has  been  suggested,  but  would  point  out  the 
probable  increase  of  expense  in  the  item  of  the 
stenographer,  already  voted,  which  will  require 
over  $100,  and  for  a  paid  Assistant  Secretary,  which 
will  require  $200,  whereas  the  estimated  addition 
to  our  funds  by  the  proposed  increase  of  dues  will 
not  exceed  $100  per  annum. 

It  would  seem  just  to  provide  a  paid  assistant, 
since  there  is  so  much  work  of  detail;  but  the 


present  income  of  the  Association  will  not  allow 
any  provision  for  salaries,  if  the  expense  of 
pvblishing  the  proceedings  shall  be  borne  by  the 
Association. 

£.  C.  HovEY.—  We  have  about  200  members ; 
the  aggregate  fees  from  those  members  will  be 
about  $400 ;  while  the  special  deposit,  as  I  under- 
stand from  the  Finance  Committee,  is  under  $4oa 
Would  not  the  members  be  willing  to  anticipate  that 
$2  in  order  to  put  the  Treasurer  in  funds  ? 

W:  F.  Poole. —  Put  off  action  in  this  matter. 
The  Association  has  many  needs  that  it  cannot 
supply.  The  Treasurer  needs  pay  for  hb  work  as 
wcdl  as  the  Secretary.  Our  present  Secretary  has 
been  a  martyr  to  the  cause  for  years,  but  we  can- 
not excuse  him  imtil  he  has  trained  up  others  to 
take  his  place.  Leave  out  the  $200  for  the  Secre- 
tary's assistant,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  make  both 
ends  meet. 

W:  I.  Fletcher  moved  that  the  annual  dues 
of  members  of  the  Association  not  connected  with 
library  work,  either  as  librarians  or  as  trustees,  be 
raised  to  $5. 

After  discussion  by  J:  Edmands,  S:  S.  Green, 
S.  F.  Whitney,  and  W:  F.  Poole,  the  motion  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-laws. 

election  of  officers. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  At  the  Thousand  Islands  the 
plan  was  adopted  of  taking  an  informal  ballot 
for  President.  This  was  put  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  Board  without  announcement  The 
constitution  provides  merely  for  the  election  of 
five  members  who  serve  as  an  Executive  Board 
with  full  power  to  act  for  the  Association  in  all 
matters.  An  informal  ballot  was  taken  for  this 
board,  and  then  the  ten  highest  were  counted  as 
candidates  for  the  formal  ballot.  Each  member 
simply  puts  five  names  on  one  of  these  ballot 
cards. 

yofgd.  That  an  informal  ballot  for  Executive 
Board  be  had. 

Foifd,  That  an  informal  ballot  for  president  be 
conducted  as  heretofore,  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Executive  Board. 

B:  P.  Mann.— Who  should  vote  ?  I  was,  but 
am  not  now  connected  with  a  public  library. 

C:  C.  SouLE. —  Once  a  librarian,  always  a  libra- 
rian. I  move  that  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-laws  be  requested  to  provide  that  the 
president,  two  vice-presidents,  the  secretary,  and 
the  treasurer  be  elected  directly  by  the  Association, 
and  that  these  five  shall  constitute  the  Executive 
Board,  with  power  to  appoint  the  other  officers 
and  standing  committees. 
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Weston  Flint. —  I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  chang. 
ing  our  present  plan.  Select  five  men,  and  trust 
them.  This  is  the  practice  of  most  well-managed 
societies. 

On  motion  of  H:  M.  Utlky,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  C:  C- 
Soule,  W:  E.  Foster,  and  H:  M.  Utlcy.  The  tel- 
lers announced  the  following  result  of  the  informal 
ballot  for  the  Executive  Board :  — 
F:  M.  Crunden,  58    S:  S.  Green,  25 

C:  A.  Cutter,  54    W:  E.  Foster.  20 

W:  F:  Poole,  50    C:  A.  Nelson,  16 

Melvil  Dewey,  48    H:  J.  Carr,  11 

W:  I.  Fletcher,  46    C:  R.  Dudley,  7 

K.  A:  Linderfelt,         30    A:  W.  Whelpley,         5 
C:  C.  Soule,  28    H:  M.  Utley.  6 

Twenty-six  others  receiving  less  than  five  votes 
each. 

VoUd^  That  the  Secretary  cast  a  single  ballot  for 
Messrs.  Crunden,  Cutter,  Poole,  Dewey,  and 
Fletcher  as  members  of  the  Executive  Board. 

REGRETS. 

Sec.  Dewey  announced  the  receipt  of  letters  of 
regret  from  Prof.  R.  C.  Davis,  of  the  University 
of  Michigan ;  President  S.  C.  Bartlett,  of  Dart- 
mouth; Mr.  W.  T.  Peoples,  of  New  York;  Mr. 
P.  L.  Ford,  of  the  Library  journal ;  Mr.  G:  W: 
Curtis,  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  the  State 
of  New  York ;  Mr.  Anson  J.  Upson,  Vice-Chan- 
cellor;  Dr.  W:  II.  Watson,  Regent  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  State  of  New  York ;  Mr.  J.  N.  Lamed, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The  last  mentioned  is  gfiven  below :  — 
My  dear  Mr.  Dewey,— 

Circumstances  again  prevent  my  attendance 
upon  the  Library  Conference.  But  this  counts 
only  two  delinquencies  in  eleven  years;  and  I 
assure  you  that  it  does  not  signify  any  lessening 
of  attachment  to  the  A.  L.  A.,  or  of  interest 
in  its  meetings,  or  appreciation  of  the  teaching 
which  I  always  get  from  them. 

The  Buffalo  Library  will  be  represented  at  the 
meeting  by  Mr.  Ives. 

Please  express  to  the  Association  my  longings 
to  be  with  it  at  Fabyans,  and  my  heartiest  wishes 
for        best  of  good  fortune  to  attend  its  meeting. 
Yours  faithfully, 

J.  N.  Larned. 

QUESTIONS. 

What  is  the  best  all-round  art  magazine  ? 
K.  A:  Linderfelt. —  Magatine  of  Art. 
A.  N.  Brown.— -4r/  Amateur, 
How  often  should  the  card  catalog  of  the  library 
be  consulted  in  deciding  the  entry  of  new  books } 


W.  S.  Biscoe. — That  depends  on  the  character 
of  the  catalog.    We  consult  ours  constantly. 

How  long  should  new  cards  accumulate  before 
distributing  them  in  the  catalog  ? 

Miss  T.  H.  West.—  Not  at  aU. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  Not  less  than  100  or  200  cards 
should  be  distributed  at  a  time.    More  frequent 
distribution  involves  waste  of  time. 
•     Pres.  Crunden. —  Once  a  day. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  For  personal  use  Mr.  Mann's 
plan  may  do,  as  he  alone  needs  them,  and  recalls 
his  latest  cards.  For  public  use  cards  should  go 
in  at  least  daily,  and  oftener,  if  there  are  many. 

What  is  the  proper  width  between  stacks  ? 

W.  S.  Biscoe.  —  Three  feet  is  the  common 
width ;  thirty-two  inches  does  well. 

K.  A:  Linderfelt. —  Thirty-one  inches  does 
well  in  Milwaukee. 

Miss  H.  P.  James. —  I  have  had  experience  with 
aisles  twenty-one  inches  in  width.  It  was  a  trying 
experience.    I  would  recommend  three  feet. 

W:  F.  Poole. —  I  regard  three  feet  as  necessary. 

K.  A:  Linderfelt.—  The  hight  of  the  stack 
must  be  considered ;  in  some  cases  thirty  inches 
will  be  found  sufficient. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  The  alley  need  not  be  very 
wide  on  the  floor  if  the  upper  shelves  are  narrower 
than  the  lower,  giving  room  for  the  elbows  and 
for  piles  of  books  carried  in  the  arms.  I  find 
thirty  inches  on  the  floor,  with  thirty-eight  above 
the  ledge,  gives  ample  room. 

Adjourned  at  4.40  P.  M. 

TENTH  SESSION, 

(saturday,  9.i5  a.  m.) 

international  copyright. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  the 
following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : — 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion is  deeply  impressed  with  the  feeling  that  the 
passage  01  an  international  copyright  law  is  de- 
manded in  the  interests  of  common  justice  and 
national  honesty. 

Resolved^  That  a  member  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  be  elected  to  represent  this 
Association  in  the  Joint  Conference  Committee  of 
the  American  Author's  Cop3rri^ht  League,  and 
the  American  Publisher's  Copyright  League,  with 
power  to  vote  for  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion. 

Resolved^  That  the  Standing  Committee  be  di- 
rected to  secure  the  earliest  possible  distribution, 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education  or 
otherwise,  of  printed  copies  of  the  papers  pre* 
sented  at  this  meeting  on  the  position  and  duties 
of  library  trustees,  and  any  other  papers  which 
may  seeoi  to  then)  germane  to  this  subject. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  The  Committee  on  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws  will  consist  of  the  two 
named  in  the  resolution,  Crunden  and  Dewey,  and 
Messrs.  Cutter,  Soule,  and  Lane. 

C:  C.  Soule,  of  the  special  committee  on  the 
mode  of  electing  president,  reported  the  follow- 
ing:— 

The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  this 
resolution : — 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Association 
that  the  constitution  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
provide  that  the  president,  two  vice-presidents, 
the  secretary  and  treasurer,  shall  be  elected 
directly  by  the  Association,  and  that  these  five 
shall  constitute  the  Executive  Committee,  with 
power  to  appoint  other  officers  and  standing  com- 
mittees.   Adopted. 

world's  fair. 

F.  P.  Hill,  of  the  temporary  committee  on  the 
World's  Fair,  reported  as  follows :  — 

The  committee  to  whom  the  matter  of  an 
A.  L  A.  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair  was  referred 
would  recommend  that  a  permanent  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  arrange  plans  for  an  A.  L.  A. 
exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair.  Said  committee  to 
report  details  at  the  next  conference. 

The  committee  also  recommend  that,  in  addition 
to  the  working  committee  mentioned  above,  an 
advisory  committee  of  five  be  appointed. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted,  and  the  chair  appointed  the  following  as 
a  permanent  working  committee:  Miss  M.  S. 
Cutler,  Miss  F.  E.  Woodworth,  Messrs.  F.  P.  Hill, 
F:  H.  Hild,  and  Melvil  Dewey.  And  the  following 
as  an  advisory  committee :  Messrs.  W:  F.  Poole, 
Weston  Flint,  C:  C.  Soule,  C:  A.  Nelson,  and 
Miss  E.  M.  Coe. 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION. 

Miss  H.  p.  James  read  a  private  letter  from 
Dr.  Alexander  Hill,  master  of  Downing  College, 
Cambridge,  relating  to  ujiiversity  extension.  An 
extract  is  printed  below :  — 

"  We  have  been  doing  something  in  trying  to 
persuade  people  to  cultivate  their  book  life. 
Since  its  formation,  twelve  months  ago,  I  have 
been  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
'National  Home  Reading  Union,"  which  already 
numbers  7,000  members.  ...  I  want  to  keep  it 
under  the  influence  of  the  universities,  and  to 
insure  that  in  choice  of  books  and  arrangement 
of  courses  the  standard  is  always  a  little  above 
the  people,  being  determined  by  competent 
specialists.  We  have  had  two  very  successful 
"  summer  assemblies,"  —  the  program  this  year 


especially  being  truly  marvelous,  and,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  appreciated  by  our  audiences  who,  if  they 
can  remember  and  reflect  upon  their  fortnight's 
lectures,  will  have  had  a  working  substitute  for  a 
libera]  education ;  for,  after  all,  the  virtue  of 
education  is  not  that  it  leaves  a  store,  but  that  it 
develops  a  habit  of  acquisition  and  shapes  a 
taste." 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders  read  her  report 

READING  FOR  THE  YOUNG. 

Pres.  Crunden  read  the  following  from  a  letter 
from  Rev.  J.  C.  Learned,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. : 
"  Please  make  me  a  member  of  the  Association, 
and  subscribe  for  the  Library  journal  for  me." 

members'  expenses  PAID. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  To  answer  a  question  asked 
yesterday,  I  will  request  all  librarians  present 
whose  expenses  were  paid  by  their  libraries,  to 
rise. 

Twenty-six  rose. 

How  many  have  their  time  given  them  ? 

Forty-seven  rose. 

S:  S.  Green. —  My  trustees  would  do  both  if  I 
asked  them. 

How  niany  came  entirely  at  their  own  expense  ? 

Thirty-two  rose. 

Miss  E.  M.  Coe.  —  I  had  money,  but  not  time 
given. 

S.  F.  Whitney. —  I  wish  to  express  gratitude 
for  the  circular  letter  sent  to  trustees. 

On  motion  of  W:  I.  Fletcher,  it  was  voted  to 
print  the  paper  contributed  by  Prof.  D.  P.  Todd  on 

libraries  in  south  AFRICA. 

(Seep.  48.) 
A.  W.  Tyler.—  South  Africa  has  over  thirty 
American  librarians. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.— These  libraries,  however, 
are  British  in  their  origin  and  administration. 

Mrs.  Melvil  Dewey.—  Shall  we  meet  there 
next? 

trustees. 
E.  C.  HovEY  read  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
trustees  present. 

(See  report  of  Trustees*  Section,) 

Miss  E.  M.  Coe. —  I  wish  a  resolution  would 
be  added  to  that  one,  urging  all  trustees  to  attend 
these  meetings  themselves.  We  librarians  need 
the  presence  and  advice  of  the  practical,  level- 
headed business  men  who  largely  constitute  our 
boards. 
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Sec.  Dewey. —  Speaking  of  trustees  brings  to 
my  mind  something  in  the  past  which  this  meeting 
promises  to  free  us  from  in  the  future.  Nathan 
Hale,  when  things  were  not  going  quite  to  suit  him 
in  the  Board  of  Trustees,  would  say  in  his  peculiar 
tone,  "Boards  are  long  and  narrow;  they  are 
made  of  wood^  And  it  was  sometimes  effective 
in  changing  the  drift. 

Pres.  Crundbn. —  I  call  upon  Mr.  Sexton  to 
say  something  on  the  duties  of  trustees,  and  their 
relations  to  librarians. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  I  doubt  if  I  can  add  anything 
to  what  has  been  already  so  well  said  on  that  sub- 
ject. The  thought  uppermost  in  my  mind  is,  that 
trustees  should  segregate  their  duties  distinctly 
from  those  of  the  librarian,  and  be  earnest  and 
diligent  in  the  performance  of  those  duties,  leaving 
to  the  librarian  the  largest  possible  latitude  within 
his  special  sphere.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me 
to  assure  you  who  know  so  well  the  capacity  of 
the  director  of  the  New  York  State  Library,  that 
this  policy  is  carried  out  there.  We  leave  to  Mr- 
Dewey  almost  entirely  the  matters  of  detail  and 
policy  that  relate  to  the  special  function  of  the 
library  itself.  It  would  be  folly  to  do  otherwise. 
If  we  bear  any  proper  relation  to  his  action  upon 
those  subjects,  it  is  that  of  restraint  more  than 
anything  else.  I  vividly  recall  at  my  first  meeting 
with  the  Board  of  Regent8,when  one  of  the  old  meni- 
bers,  expecting  to  6ee  what  he  did  on  my  face, — 
an  expression  of  amazement  at  the  marvelous 
energy  with  which  Mr.  Dewey  was  cutting  out 
work  for  us,  and  doing  it  almost  all  himself, — 
said :  "  Mr.  Sexton,  about  the  only  duties  we  have 
since  Mr.  Dewey  came  here  is  to  sit  on  bis  coat 
tails.** 

J:  M.  Glenn. —  I  think  the  papers  which  have 
been  read  so  completely  cover  the  ground  that 
there  is  nothing  left  to  be  said  as  to  what  trustees 
ought  to  do ;  at  the  present,  at  any  rate.  I  heartily 
endorse  the  views  set  forth  in  them.  I  hope  they 
will  be  promptly  printed  and  distributed.  I  wish 
to  thank  you  for  the  information  and  the  inspira- 
tion I  have  gained  at  this  meeting. 

Pres.  Ceunden. —  I  may  say,  in  behalf  of  the 
Association,  that  we  are  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  work  of  this  year.  The  work  done  by  the  few 
trustees  who  have  been  here  has  exceeded  our 
most  sanguine  expectations. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.— I  fear  the  sample  has  been 
a  little  beyond  the  average  stock. 

E.  C.  HovEY.—  If  the  statement  Mr.  Fletcher 
has  just  made  is  true,  that  the  sample  is  better 
than  the  stock,  it  is  your  own  fault.    I  contend 


that  the  position  of  a  trustee  of  a  public  library  is 
more  important,  more  honorable,  and  contains  a 
field  for  greater  usefulness,  than  that  of  any  other 
honorary  position.  It  is  a  position  of  the  greatest 
trust,  and  one  that  requires  qualifications  which 
we  should  like  to  see  but  do  not  very  often  see  in 
bank  directors ;  viz.  a  careful  study  into  the  duties 
which  they  have  accepted,  and  a  determination  to 
attend  to  those  duties  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
institution.  I  feel  that  oar  libraries  are  suffering 
today  very  largely  for  want  of  earnest,  intelligent 
workers  on  the  boards  of  trustees.  The  librarians 
of  the  country  can  do  nothing  better  than  to  insist 
that  their  trustees  should  be  men  of  enthusiasm 
and  earnestness.  I  agree  heartily  with  what  a  librar 
rian  said  to  me  the  other  day,  in  describing  the 
relation  which  should  exist  between  trustee  and 
librarian, — "  the  librarian  should  push  the  trustees, 
and  the  trustees  should  push  the  librarian."  I 
hope  between  this  and  the  next  conference  there 
will  be  a  great  deal  of  pushing  on  both  sides. 

W:  E.  Foster.— As  a  librarian  I  wish,  for  the 
moment,  to  take  seriously  Mr.  Fletcher's  humorous 
suggestion,  and  to  say  that,  in  my  judgement,  the 
sample  present  is  quite  representative  of  the  qual- 
ity of  trustees  at  large.  I  know  of  so  many 
instances  in  Irhich  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
trustees  to  be  present  at  these  meetings,  who  are 
not  here  now  on  account  of  unavoidable  detention, 
and  of  engagement^  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol, that  I  am  very  sure  to  speak  in  derogation  of 
trustees  in  general  would  do  injustice  to  a  large 
number. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  I  request  that  after  this  session 
adjourns  the  trustees  will  remain  for  the  purpose 
of  making  an  organization  for  our  own  personal 
satisfaction,  and  to  strengthen  our  hands  in  this 
effort  to  enlist  the  assistance  and  secure  the  pres- 
ence of  library  trustees  at  future  meetings  of  this 
Association. 

H.  B.  Adams. —  Some  gentlemen  have  asked 
me  to  join  this  party  of  trustees,  saying  they 
were  a  somewhat  small  and  persecuted  body.  As 
a  trustee  of  my  Alma  Mater  (Amherst),  which 
has  a  library  and  one  of  the  best  librarians  in  the 
country,  I  think  it  is  quite  proper  for  me  to 
accept.  This  organization  surely  should  include 
representatives  of  college  and  university  libraries. 
I  am  very  confident,  from  what  I  know  of  some 
collegiate  institutions,  that  both  librarians  and 
trustees  need  enlightenment  upon  library  methods 
and  upon  good  administration.  You  may  think, 
from  what  has  been  said  of  colleges  and  universi- 
ties, that  they  are  very  modem  and  progressive 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROCEEDINGS,   TENTH  SESSION 


133 


institutions;  but  you  will  find  that  in  some  as 
antiquated  methods  of  distributing  books  obtain, 
as  anywhere  in  the  country. 

INTERNATIONAL  COPYRIGHT. 

Pres.  Crundbn. —  We  are  fortunate  in  having 
with  us  a  gentleman,  who,  although  not  a  library 
trustee,  has  always  manifested  his  interest  in  libra- 
ries in  a  practical  and  substantial  manner.  He  is 
also  a  gentleman  to  whom  the  whole  country  is 
indebted  for  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  interna- 
tional copyrights.  I  am  very  sure  you  will  all  be 
glad  to  hear  from  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island. 

Senator  Chack. —  I  feel  a  little  trepidation  in 
speaking  in  the  presence  of  those  who  represent 
the  garnered  wisdom  of  all  the  ages,  so  to  speak ; 
for  I  always,  when  I  see  a  librarian,  carry  in  my 
mind  a  certain  impression  that  he  or  she,  whichever 
it  may  be,  knows  the  contents  of  all  those  books 
stored  away  on  the  shelves;  but  I  will  be  brief, 
because  I  know  your  time  is  precious.  I  want  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  step  you  have  taken  in 
publishing  to  the  world  that  you  are  heartily  in 
accord  with  the  movement  to  remove  this  blot 
from  the  escutcheon  of  the  American  people.  If 
you  will  pardon  me,  I  want  to  suggest  a  line  of 
action.  This  matter,  like  all  others,  is  found,  when 
you  come  to  grapple  with  it,  to  be  covered  up  by 
that  everlasting  influence — the  money  influence  — 
the  selfishness  of  mankind.  Really,  the  strongest 
opposition  to  the  enactment  of  an  international 
copyright  law  has  come  from  the  press;  from 
those  papers  called  '*  outsiders,"  that  is,  the  papers 
which  buy  their  sheets  printed  on  one  side,  with 
certain  advertisements  paid  for.  These  sheets  are 
distributed  throughout  the  country  in  great  quan- 
tities. Editors  of  country  newspapers  buy  them 
from  the  central  organization  or  company  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia.  This  company,  or 
rather  companies — for  there  is  one  in  the  West,  I 
think — are  in  the  habit  of  pirating  foreign  novels. 
They  stereotype  them,  offer  so  many  columns  at 
so  much  a  foot,  and  then  appeal  to  their  clients 
to  stand  by  them  and  protect  them  from  being 
obliged  to  pay  for  what  they  steal.  They  oppose 
this  law  because  they  say  it  is  going  to  add  very 
largely  to  their  expense.  This  is  not  exactly  true. 
The  average  cost  of  these  novels  and  stories  is  not 
more  than  ^loa  Of  some  of  them,  a  great 
many  thousand  copies  are  printed.  There  has 
been  an  estimate  made  that  the  additional  cost  to 
the  ordinary  country  newspaper  would  be  about 
twelve  dollars  a  year.  Yet  these  newspapers  are 
Strong  opponents  to  the  passage  of  a  copyright 


law.  The  point  I  wish  to  make  is  this :  You,  from 
your  position,  come  in  contact  constantly  with  the 
reading  members  of  your  different  communities, 
and,  by  dropping  a  word  here  and  there,  I  have  no 
doubt  you  can  exercise  a  very  strong  influence  in 
overcoming  this  false  and  pernicious  sentiment 
which  exists  in  many  communities.  The  opposi* 
tion  to  the  copyright  bill  is  in  a  very  small  degree 
metropolitan.    It  is  mostly  in  the  country  districts. 

There  is  one  other  suggestion  I  wish  to  make. 
From  many  years'  residence  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  from  having  had  frequent  occasion  to 
use  the  Congressional  Library,  I  have  come  to 
feel  very  deeply  the  immense  loss  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  suffering  for  the  want  of  a 
cordial  support  of  that  great,  tremendous  affair  on 
the  part  of  the  representatives  from  the  country 
districts.  I  have  myself  frequently  heard  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  propositions 
made  that  the  library  should  be  burned  up.  The 
books  and  pamphlets  are  jammed  into  as  little 
space  as  possible,  and  now  and  then  they  appro- 
priate a  few  hundred  dollars  for  the  library  pur- 
poses, instead  of  appropriating  a  large  sum,  as  the 
government  ought  to  do  every  year,  to  purchase 
the  best  foreign  publications.  That  library  ought 
to  be  the  pride  of  the  country.  At  present  one  of 
its  most  valuable  collections  is  stored  in  the  cellar 
of  an  old  building  largely  constructed  of  wood,  and 
liable  to  be  burned  up  at  any  time.  There  are, 
however,  some  things  in  the  city  of  Washington 
we  have  cause  to  feel  a  national  pride  in.  We 
have  the  finest  medical  library  and  collection  in 
the  world.  Dr.  Billings  says  there  is  scarcely  a 
day  in  the  year  that  physicians  from  all  parts  of 
the  world  do  not  come  for  the  especial  purpose  of 
consulting  that  library.  It  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  army,  and  began  dur- 
ing the  war.  It  has  been  persistently  built  up  by 
the  medical  directors  of  the  army.  I  know  your 
duties  are  numerous,  and  your  work  never  done ; 
yet  if  you  can  find  time  to  drop  a  word  here  and 
there,  as  I  have  suggested,  you  will  accomplish 
much  for  the  causes  mentioned. 

You  have  come  here,  I  suppose,  to  exchange 
ideas,  and  I  am  sure  good  will  result  from  it.  I 
have  been  reminded,  while  sitting  here,  of  a  story 
connected  with  a  little  village  among  the  moun- 
tains, in  the  northern  part  of  this  State.  Three 
horse  jockeys  were  once  traveling  in  the  vicinity, 
when  the  roads  became  so  blockaded  with  snow 
that  they  could  not  get  out  of  the  village  all  win- 
ter. Now  these  horse  jockeys  must  have  some 
vent  to  their  disposition  to  trade,  so  they  traded 
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with  each  other,  and  in  the  spring  each  found 
he  had  the  same  horse  with  which  he  began 
trading,  and  had  made  a  hundred  dollars  to  boot 
I  sincerely  hope  you  will  come  out  as  well. 

Sec  Dewey. —  There  are  a  number  of  people 
here  present  whom  we  have  not  formally  welcomed 
to  the  Association.  I  think  I  voice  the  sentiments 
of  all  present  when  I  say  the  Association  hopes 
that  those  who  have  dropped  into  these  meetings, 
if  they  feel  so  inclined,  will  join  with  us  in  full 
membership.  The  Executive  Committee  has 
authority  to  elect  lany  persons  interested  in  our 
work ;  and  you  must  all  see  from  our  spirit  that 
nothing  would  give  us  greater  pleasure.  We  hope 
all  who  have  met  with  us  have  enjoyed  our  sessions, 
even  though  they  do  not  care  to  be  considered 
permanent  members.  Both  the  New  York  Li- 
brary Association  and  the  State  Library  As- 
sociation have  voted  this  week  to  ask  those  in- 
terested in  their  work  to  join  with  them,  and 
there  must  be  numbers  of  librarians  interested  in 
the  special  work  going  on  in  these  sections  who 
ought  to  be  recorded  as  members.  This  involves 
practically  no  expense,  and  insures  that  you  get 
promptly  all  printed  matter  pertaining  to  the  work. 
Every  public  librarian  has  deep  practical  interest 
in  this  work,  which  underlies  the  specific  work  of 
his  own  library. 

VoUdt  That  the  final  adjournment  of  this  meet- 
ing be  at  Boston,  Sept.  19,  1890. 

MR.    ROSENAU. 

W.  H.  Breit. —  I  wish  to  ask  for  information 
in  regard  to  the  attempt  of  a  gentleman  in  Buffalo 
to  furnish,  by  cooperation,  libraries  with  publica- 
tions relating  to  sociological  subjects. 

Pres.  Cruwden.— Mr.  Rosenau,  Secretary  of 
the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Buffalo,  pro- 
posed to  collect  reports  of  all  charitable  and  benev- 
olent institutions,  also  State  reports  on  health, 
labor,  statistics,  etc.,  and  send  them  to  libraries  that 
subscribe  towards  the  cost  of  collection  and  trans- 
portation. Those  interested  can  get  full  par- 
ticulars by  writing  to  Mr.  J.  N.  Lamed. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.— I  received  this  circular 
from  Mr.  Rosenau  with  Mr.  Lamed*s  endorse- 
ment. It  goes  to  my  heart  not  to  fall  in  with  any 
cooperative  movement;  but  I  laid  the  matter 
before  my  library  board,  and  I  have  been  obliged 
to  concur  in  the  opinion  of  a  practical  member  of 
that  committee,  that  the  cost  was  too  great.  For 
the  first  year  we  were  to  become  liable  to  a 
payment  of  $50  for  what  Mr.  Rosenau  might 
be  able  to  send  us.    A  small  amount  expended 


in  postage  would  secure  a  much  larger  portion  of 
these  reports  than  we  are  now  receiving.  1  will 
say,  however,  that  from  Mr.  Rosenau's  point  of 
view,  the  sum  was  not  too  large,  considering  the 
few  subscriptions  he  was  likely  to  receive.  I  had 
hoped  some  arrangement  might  be  made  by  which 
the  charge  to  libraries  could  be  proportioned  to 
the  things  received. 

Sec  Dewey. —  I  said  at  once,  when  this  Buffalo 
plan  was  first  proposed,  that  we  would  subscribe 
for  it,  but  I  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Lamed  that  it 
would  result  as  it  has.  We  are  very  unlikely  to 
find  any  man  or  institution  that  will  do  this  work 
for  any  length  of  time  without  compensation. 
The  price  fixed  will  not  pay,  but  it  is  so  large  as 
to  defeat  the  plan.  My  invitation  to  those  inter- 
ested to  join  the  State  librarians  or  local  State 
associations,  hits  exactly  this  point.  This  is 
one  definite  work  for  these  associations.  A  State 
clearing-house  for  duplicates,  reports,  etc.,  is  the 
only  satisfactory  plan  yet  proposed,  and  in  every 
State  library  there  should  be  a  distribution 
agency  at  State  expense,  which  would  be  so 
trifling  that  the  bill  could  be  passed  by  any  de- 
cent legislature.  We  can  do  what  Mr.  Rosenau 
seeks  to  do  for  charity  in  all  other  lines.  Every 
library  in  the  State  will  benefit  by  it  without  fees.  If 
you  help  us  we  will  get  this  great  work  done.  We 
will  put  this  plan  in  operation  in  New  York  within 
a  year,  I  think.  The  New  Hampshire  people  will 
also  promise  to  do  it  We  must  follow  this  plan 
up  State  by  State,  till  we  have  this  matter  of 
pamphlets,  reports,  duplicates,  etc.,  taken  care  of. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.— We  may  have  to  wait  till  Mr. 
Bellamy  furnishes  us  with  decent  legislatures. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  It  is  one  of  the  delightful 
things  of  this  conference  to  find  so  large  and 
attentive  an  audience  here  the  last  morning.  We 
have  a  number  of  questions  which  I  should  like 
answered  before  we  separate. 

QUESTIONS. 

What  is  the  best  covering  for  floors  in  reading- 
rooms,  passages,  etc.,  with  regard  to  noiselessness, 
durability,  cheapness,  odorlessness  ? 

Five  librarians  recommended  linoleum. 

Sec  Dewey.—  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  been 
disappointed  in  it.  I  prefer  oak  floors  with  rugs. 
But  I  have  made  only  a  single  experiment,  and  am 
not  ready  to  declare  against  linoleum  or  corticene 
(which  is  also  made  of  ground  cork)  as  the  best 
for  many  library  uses. 

Why  is  there  objection  to  the  slips  in  the  front 
of  the  Geological  Survey  Reports? 
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W:  I.  Fletcher. —  They  are  not  and  cannot 
readily  be  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  differ- 
ent card  catalogs. 

Is  it  advisable  to  give  to  certain  persons  un- 
restricted  access  to  the  shelves  of  a  public 
library  ? 

Questioner  referred  to  recent  symposium  in  the 
Library  journal. 

Would  it  not  be  wise  and  useful  to  adopt  some 
concerted  plan  of  library  statistics  to  be  followed 
by  our  libraries  ? 

Sec.  Dewey. —  The  value  of  statistics  is  greatly 
decreased  from  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  tabula- 
tion. I  move  that  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  uniformity  of  library  statistics.    Voted. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Flint,  Biscoe  and 
Foster. 

Should  new  books  be  loaned  to  library  attend- 
ants? 

A:  W.  Whelpley.— Yes,  unless  they  abuse 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  by  their  position. 
It  is  desirable  that  they  should  become  acquainted 
with  the  character  and  scope  of  accessions  to  the 
library. 

G.  M.  Jones.— At  Salem  we  have  found  it 
necessary  to  forbid  our  attendants  this  privilege. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  Our  experience  has  been  the 
same. 

A.  W.  Tyler. —  I  have  always  insisted  that  the 
public  should  have  the  first  chance  at  the  new 
books. 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE. —  Our  assistants  are  allowed 
to  take  them  out  only  on  special  permission. 

How  far  should  works  of  fiction  be  duplicated  ? 

A.  W.  Whelpley. —  This  is  a  vexed  question. 
We  find  it  best  to  have  fifty  copies  of  Ben  Hur. 

Pres.  Crunden.—  We  have  a  duplicate  collec- 
tion of  popular  works  of  fiction,  and  charge  an 
extra  fee  for  their  loan. 

What  are  the  advantages  of  iron  uprights  and 
shelves  ? 

Sec.  Dewey. — My  opinion  of  their  advantages 
is  steadily  decreasing. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  I  still  believe  in  the  iron 
stack;  it  is  cheaper  than  wood ;  it  takes  less  room ; 
it  does  not  obstruct  light  and  air  so  much. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  The  roughness  sometimes  com- 
plained of  in  case  of  iron  work  can  be  overcome 
by  the  Bower- Barff  process. 

W:  I.  Fletcher  and  F.  B.  Gay  reported 
trouble  from  the  wooden  shelves  slipping  from 
the  sapports  in  iron  stacks. 


C:  A.  Nelson  and  Miss  H.  P.  James  reported 
an  opposite  experience. 

What  is  the  best  appliance  for  adjustable 
shelves  ? 

Sec.  Dewey.—  The  cranked  pin  which  I  found 
first  in  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale,  and  now  made 
by  the  Library  Bureau,  is  much  the  best  pin.  The 
Scott-Smith  system  used  by  the  Providence  and 
Detroit  public  libraries  so  successfully,  has  also 
great  merits,  and  has  been  put  in  the  Bureau 
catalog.  In  England  Tonk's  system  is  much 
used.  In  case  of  wooden  uprights,  screw  eyes 
are  cheap  and  effective,  though  less  convenient 
than  the  others  mentioned. 

A.  W.  Whelpley.—  How  many  had  difficulty 
in  getting  Stanley's  last  work  after  having  sub- 
scribed for  it  ? 

Twenty  raised  their  hands. 

How  many  received  a  discount  ? 

Six. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.— This  discount  must  have 
been  received  from  the  agent,  and  not  from  the 
publishers. 

On  motion  of  K.  A.  Linderfelt  it  was  voted  that 
the  session  be  continued  till  all  papers  had  been 
read. 
C:  A.  Nelson  read  his  paper  on 
how  books  were  bought  for  our  library. 
{Seep,  38.) 

J,  M.  Glenn  presented  a  report  of  the  organiz- 
ation of  the 

trustees*  section. 
{See  p,  iJSf  fS4') 

While  this  report  was  read,  the  members  of  the 
section  stood,  in  order  that  the  meeting  might 
know  what  trustees  were  present. 

P.  T.  Sexton.-  We  trustees  feel  it  great  cause 
for  congratulation,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  As- 
sociation who  have  become  accustomed  to  recognize 
the  value  of  woman's  cooperation  will  heartily 
congratulate  us  that  there  is  among  our  number 
one  noble  woman.  If  I  could  single  out  any 
one  ground  of  encouragement  for  the  hope  which 
this  Association  gives  to  humanity,  it  is  based 
upon  the  fact  that  so  large  a  number  of  the 
librarians  of  the  country  are  women.  I  have  been 
highly  gratified  in  seeing  here  so  many  charming 
and  cultivated  women  engaged  in  this  work.  I 
have  always  been  an  admirer  of  woman,  and  since 
my  marriage  a  confessor  of  her  superiority.  All 
men  who  have  made  their  mark  in  the  world  find 
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that  whatever  has  made  them  worth  bemg  remem- 
bered can^be  easily  traced  back  to  the  tutelage  of 
the  good  mother.  When  such  influences  shall 
dominate  our  land,  when  all  men  shall  come  to  be 
of  the  character  of  these  women  we  are  meeting 
here,  surely,  my  friends,  the  millennium  will  have 
dawned. 
£.  C.  Richardson  read  hb  paper  on 

ANTEDILUVIAN  LIBRARIBS. 

{Seep,  40,) 
L.  H.  Stbiner  read  his  paper  on 

THE  FUTURE  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

(Seep,44^ 

BOOK  SELECTING. 

Sec  Dewey. —  In  organizing  and  getting  the 
A.  L.  A.  into  good  running  condition,  we  have 
almost  totally  neglected  what  most  people  would 
expect  to  be  its  chief  work.  For  the  past  I 
presume  this  has  been  wise,  but  it  is  high  time 
that  we  do  more  with  practical  bibliography,  for 
after  all  has  been  said  about  methods  and  appli- 
ances, legislation  and  buildings,  catalogs  and 
classifications,  they  are  all  tributary  to  the  main 
thing,  the  supply  of  the  best  books.  I  propose, 
therefore,  as  one  of  the  significant  steps  to  be 
taken  this  coming  year,  that  we  have  a  biblio- 
graphical session  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  devoted,  not 
to  the  antiquarian  or  curious,  but  to  practical 
cooperation  in  finding  out  the  best  available  books 
on  those  subjects  oftenest  wanted  in  our  library. 
We  had  a  taste  of  this  work  over  the  question, 
**  Which  is  the  best  all-around  art  magazine  ? " 
and  I  doubt  if  any  session  would  be  more  profitable 
than  one  confined  to  comparing  judgments  and 
experiences  of  individual  books. 

No  work  proposed  by  the  A.  L.  A.  met  with 
warmer  approval,  and  promised  greater  usefulness 
than  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog  which  I  outlined  in 
olume  I  of  the  Journal^  and  which  in  1879,  ^^ 
the  Boston  meeting,  we  enthusiastically  decided 
to  push  through,  Mr.  F:  B.  Perkins  taking  editorial 
charge.  His  appointment  a  little  later  as  librarian 
in  San  Francisco  stopped  the  work,  and,  while  no 
one  has  lost  faith  in  its  value,  we  have  not  done 
much  actual  work.  The  committee  of  seven 
appointed  at  Buffalo  placed  the  matter  in  my 
hands,  but  I  have  as  yet  made  little  progress.  The 
promise  that  it  should  be  printed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Education  in  sections,  made  by  Gen.  Eaton 
and  confirmed  by  Commissioner  Dawson,  will,  I 
hope,  be  carried  out,  as  we  have  in  the  new  com- 


missioner a  man  especially  identified  with  library 
interests.  Without  rehearsing  the  manifold  uses 
of  this  A.  L.  A.  catalog  as  a  check  list  in  selecting 
books  for  buying  or  reading,  either  in  private  or 
public  libraries,  I  must  sum  it  up  as  the  most 
important  single  thing  that  the  A.  L.  A.  can  do. 

While  we  were  delaying  for  want  of  men  and 
money  to  carry  out  our  plans,  Mr.  Swan  Sonnen- 
schein,  a  London  publisher,  put  his  own  time  as 
author  and  his  capital  and  facilities  as  publisher 
enthusiastically  into  the  work,  and  brought  out 
under  the  title  "  Best  Books  "  a  selection  of  about 
25,000  titles.  The  book  was  remarkably  well 
received,  and  the  edition  soon  exhausted.  When 
I  was  in  London  some  months  ago,  he  insisted  to 
me  that  the  first  edition  was  so  faulty  that  he  was 
heartily  ashamed  of  it,  and  showed  me  the  im- 
provements he  proposed  to  introduce  in  a  second 
edition.  This  contains  about  50,000  titles,  repre- 
sents American  literature  much  better,  and  gives 
much  more  of  the  brief  annotations  which  serve 
as  a  guide  to  the  character  of  the  book.  I  was 
convinced,  in  looking  over  Mr.  Sonnenschein's 
ms.,  that  if  he  would  bring  out  the  new  edition 
it  would  be  by  far  the  most  available  basis  for  our 
A.  L.  A.  catalog  work ;  and,  feeling  sure  of  the 
codperation  of  all  librarians  interested,  I  promised 
to  take  at  least  too  copies  if  he  would  bring  out 
the  enlarged  edition.  I  have  here  on  the  desk 
advance  sheets  of  perhaps  half  the  book  for  your 
inspection.  The  plan  decided  on  is  to  place  in 
the  hands  of  those  interested  in  the  A.  L.  A. 
catalog  scheme  these  copies,  eadi  one  having  its 
number  recorded.  The  price  is  not  yet  fixed,  but 
it  will  be  much  cheaper  in  proportion  than  the 
first  edition,  probably  about  %l^  Those  who 
order  will  be  guaranteed  the  largest  discount 
obtainable.  As  we  get  this  edition  at  a  special 
price,  it  will  leave  a  margin,  which  will  be  used 
wholly  for  improving  the  book  in  the  interest  of 
these  numbered  copies ;  /.  g,  we  plan  to  send 
printed  slips  of  corrections  or  additions,  and  we 
hope  that  each  one  will  send  to  me  at  Albany  any 
suggestions.  Chiefly  this  addition  will  have  large 
margins  for  ms.  additions,  and  we  hope  to  profit 
greatly  by  getting  together  at  each  A.  L.  A. 
meeting  and  comparing  notes,  so  that  all  may 
have  the  benefit  of  any  correction  or  valuable 
addition  that  any  one  has  found  during  the  year. 
We  shall  agree  on  certain  classes,  to  which  we 
will  give  special  attention  for  the  first  year;  and, 
with  so  much  of  the  work  already  done,  the 
A.  L.  A.  catalog  will  soon  be  a  reality.  I  hope 
every  librarian  interested  will  give  me  his  name 
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for  one  or  more  copies  at  this  meeting,  or  will 
send  it  as  soon  as  possible  to  me  at  Albany. 

Another  feature,  which  I  hope  to  develop  next 
year,  might  be  called  A.  L.  A.  vacation  camps. 
All  have  found  the  great  practical  value  of  spend- 
ing a  week  or  more  with  other  librarians,  where 
both,  being  free  from  the  daily  cares  of  their 
libraries,  have  leisure  for  comparison  of  experiences 
and  views.  Many  of  us  are  in  doubt  where  to 
spend  our  summer  outing,  and  would  be  glad  to 
give  the  choice  to  some  place  where  we  should 
meet  a  few  congenial  library  spirits.  My  pl^, 
already  partly  completed,  is  to  select  desirable 
hotels,  at  the  seashore.  White  Mountains,  Adiron- 
dacks.  Thousand  Islands,  Niagara,  and  similar 
attractive  points  where  specially  low  rates  will  be 
offered  to  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  for  the  sake 
of  securing  a  party ;  e,  g,  the  charming  hotel  near 
Lisbon,  the  Breezy  Hill  House,  where  Pres. 
Crunden,  Mr.  Soule,  and  several  others  of  us  have 
been  spending  some  time  before  coming  here, 
offers  to  take  a  party  at  greatly  reduced  rates,  and 
over  twenty  members  will  be  there  from  a  few 
days  to  two  or  three  weeks  after  this  meeting 
adjourns.  Members  could  send  to  the  secretary 
and  learn  who  was  going  to  any  one  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
camps  for  the  summer,  and  so  choose  the  place 
that  would  give  more  pleasure  and  at  less  cost 
than  to  take  the  chances  of  the  usual  summer 
boarder.  A  fair  representative  member  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  is  a  most  charming  summer  companion. 
We  shall  occasionally  get  in  our  party  some  of 
Brother  Richardson's  antediluvians,  but  in  such 
cases  you  can  be  a  bibliothecal  Pharisee,  and  go 
around  the  comer  from  the  old  fossil  and  say, 
"  I  thank  thee,  Lord,  that  I  am  not  as  this  libra- 
rian, for  I  keep  my  library  open  evenings  and 
holidays,  annotate  my  catalog,  post  bulletins,  read 
the  Ldbrary  journal^  and,  above  all,  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A." 

TOTS    OP   THANKS. 

VoUd^  That  the  following  resolutions  be  received 
and  spread  upon  the  records :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  representatives  of  libraries 
from  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Colorado, 
Nebraska,  Indiana,  and  Kansas  express  their 
hearty  thanks  to  Mr.  Utley  for  his  entertainment 
of  their  party  in  Detroit,  and  for  his  thoughtful 
provision  for  their  needs  in  the  journey. 

Resolved^  That  the  librarians  of  Western  libra- 
ries, who  joined  the  Chicago  party,  express  their 
thanks  to  Mr.  Pickett  for  nis  effiaent  traffic 
arrangements,  and  pledge  themselves  to  give  him 
their  hearty  support  for  the  management  of  the 
ezcorsion  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 


The  Executive  Board  announced  the  following 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE    ENSUING    YEAR. 

President, 
Melvil  Dewey. 

Vice-Presidents, 

C:  C.  Soule.  W:  T.  Harris. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.  K.  A:  Linderfelt. 

Secretary, 

W:  E.  Foster. 

Assistant  Secretaries, 
Recording.    G:  T.  Little. 
General.    W:  E:  Parker,  Miss  M..  S.  Cutler. 
Travel.    H.  E.  Davidson,  C:  C.  Pickett. 
TVeasurer. 
H:  J.  Carr. 
Finance  Committee, 
S:  S.  Green. 
J:  M.  Glenn. 
W:  C.  Lane. 
Cooperation  Committee, 
C:  A.  Cutter,  Miss  H.  E.  Green,  Gardner  M. 
Jones. 

Library  School  Committee. 
J.  N.  Lamed,  F.  P.  Hill,  Miss  E.  M.  Coe. 

Public  Documents  Committee. 

E.  C.  Hovcy,  R.  R.  Bowker,  S:  S.  Green,  Weston 
Flint,  J.  P.  Dunn,  Jr. 

Standing  Committee. 

The  President,  the  Secretary,  F.  M.  Crunden. 
Endowment  Committtee. 

P.  T.  Sexton,  J:  M.  Glenn,  E.  C.  Hovey. 
Trustees  of  Endowment  Fund. 

P.  T.  Sexton,  Norman  Williams,  E.  C.  Hovey. 
Councillors. 

Justin  Winsor,  W.  F.  Poole,  C:  A.  Cutter, 
F.  M.  Crunden,  W.  H.  Brett,  C.  R.  Dudley, 
R.  A.  Guild,  K.  A.  Linderfelt,  C:  A.  Nelson, 
H:  M.  UUey,  A:  W.  Whelpley,  A.  Van  Name, 
John  Edmands,  L.  H.  Steiner,  J:  V.  Cheney, 
Miss  H.  P.  James,  Miss  M.  E.  Sargent. 

S:  S.  Green  announced  that  he  should  be  unable 
to  serve  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  A.  N.  Brown,  Voted  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Association,  the  next  meeting 
should  be  held  the  first  week  in  September. 

Se«.  Dewey.  —You  all  know  how  intensely  I 
am  interested  in  the  work  of  this  Association, 
which  is  infinitely  more  important  than  any  per- 
sonal considerations  or  ambitions.  We  have  an 
unusually  large  proportion  of  members  willing  to 
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lay  aside  personal  feeling,  and  work  directly  for 
the  thing  that  promises  the  highest  permanent 
good. 

The  work  involved  in  looking  after  A.  L.  A. 
affairs  properly  throughout  the  year  is  beyond  the 
understanding  of  any  one  who  has  not  had  much 
similar  experience.  Some  of  you  perhaps  think 
to  be  secretary  is  like  being  chairman  of  the 
resolutions  or  reception  committee ;  i.e.  to  sit  at  a 
certain  table  and  be  occupied  during  the  week 
much  more  than  those  on  the  floor.  It  is  like  the 
conception  that  all  there  is  to  a  dinner  is  the 
eating.  But  it  is  quite  another  matter  if  you  must 
catch  the  fish,  hunt  the  game,  raise  the  vegetables, 
dress  and  cook  the  dinner  (very  likely  sawing  your 
own  wood),  and  finally  carve  and  wait  ofl  the 
table,  and  after  it  all  wash  the  dishes ;  yet  this  is 
about  the  proper  function  of  general  secretary* 
supposed  to  do  almost  all  the  work  between' 
meetings.  If  this  work  is  not  done  the  highest 
success  is  impossible.  It  has  been  quite  impossible 
for  me  to  do  all  I  wished,  to  do  in  these  fifteen 
years,  because  of  other  imperative  engagements ; 
still  you  would  be  astounded  if  you  could  see  in  a 
single  view  how  much  time  and  labor  and  money 
it  has  cost  to  do  even  what  has  been  done.  If 
each  of  several  hundred  members  refers  on  an 
average  only  one  person  or  letter  each  quarter  to 
the  secretary,  where  usually  it  ought  to  go,  the 
siggregate  is  something  formidable ;  but  the  labor 
involved  is  not  the  chief  reason  that  leads  me  to 
decline  office.  I  believe  that  any  association  tires 
of  one  person  andjone  voice  year  after  year.  If  you 
had  an  angel  at  the  desk,  you  would  probably  be 
glad  of  a  change  after  a  few  years.  At  Lake  George, 
at  the  completion  of  our  first  ten  years,  I  urged 
the  wisdom  of  getting  out  of  the  rut  of  reelecting 
the  same  executive  board  and  officers  year  after 
year.  You  approved,  and  we  adopted  the  policy 
of  change,  except  that  you  insisted  on  having  one 
permanent  officer,  as  is  customary  in  such  bodies, 
and,  in  spite  of  my  resignation,  again  made  me  Sec- 
retary. I  consented  to  do  what  I  could,  fixing  my 
term  in  my  own  mind  at  another  five  years,  which 
term  expires  with  this  meeting;  and  we  have 
agreed  on  Mr.  Foster  as  my  successor.  I  shall 
now  feel  at  liberty  to  insist  on  our  giving  him 
adequate  support,  as  I  could  not  while  I  held  the 
office.  The  solution  I  suggested  many  years  ago 
ought  soon  to  be  found;  viz.  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Education  should  have  a  distinct  library  section 
in  charge  of  a  capable  permanent  officer,  who 
would  be  in  the  best  possible  position  to  act  as 
seaetary  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  for  whose  services, 


for  the  benefit  of  the  coantry  at  large,  the  U.  S. 
would  pay. 

Those  who  know  anything  of  my  real  feelings 
in  this  matter,  well  know  that  I  had  neither  ambi- 
tion nor  expectation  of  any  such  honor  as  you 
have  been  kind  enough  to  confer  upon  me.  My 
baby  showed  a  presidential  disposition  when  he 
seized  the  President's  gavel  this  morning,  but  that 
is  as  much  your  fault  as  mine ;  he  is  the  A.  L.  A. 
baby,  and  I  was  attending  a  session  of  this  Asso- 
ciation when  he  was  bom.  I  am  very  grateful  to 
you  for  what  you  have  done ;  but  I  have  said  to 
my  special  friends  when  asked  about  this,  **  it  is 
simply  out  of  the  question,**  and  I  am  sore  they 
did  not  cast  these  ballots.  I  objected  to  this  in 
the  Standing  Committee,  and  did  not  consent  to 
be  reported  as  President.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  it  would  be  wiser  now  to  let  me  take  a 
seat  on  the  floor,  and  to  let  somebody  else  have 
the  honor,  for  which  I  am  as  much  obliged  as  if  I 
accepted  it.  It  is  not  your  votes  nor  honors  I 
have  valued  in  the  work  we  have  been  doing 
together  for  fifteen  years;  but  I  have  cared,  above 
all,  for  the  cordial  clasp  of  the  hand  and  the 
sympathetic  flash  of  the  eye. 

When  a  man  visits  my  library  and  says  flatter- 
ing things  about  what  I  am  trying  to  do,  I  feel 
foolish  and  annoyed,  and  the  old  proverb  rings  in 
my  ears,  "  Praise  to  the  face  is  an  open  disgrace  ;*** 
but  I  am  deeply  grateful  if  he  says :  '*  I  believe 
you  are  right  in  thb  new  thing,  and  I  am  going 
home  to  adopt  something  similar,  and  help  on 
the  good  work.**  I  am  proud  and  happy  to  learn 
that  any  man  or  woman  is  doing  better  work 
because  of  anything  I  have  said  or  done,  but  it 
requires  no  effort  to  give  up  the  honors,  as  I  beg 
you  will  let  me  do  in  this  case.  Circums'tances 
have  made  me  President  of  the  Association  of 
State  Librarians  and  of  the  N.  Y.  Library  Asso- 
ciation for  the  coming  year,  and  it  seems  hardly 
fitting  that  I  should  occupy  the  three  positions ; 
therefore  I  move,  as  it  has  been  quite  enough 
satisfaction  to  me  to  receive  the  tender  of  this 
honor,  that  my  declination  be  accepted,  and  that 
a  new  ballot  be  taken  for  president. 

W:  L  Fletcher. —  I  second  the  motion  in 
order  to  say  a  word.  I  have  a  feeling  —  it  is  possi- 
bly a  mistaken  one  —  that  the  gentleman  whom  we 
have  just  elected  remembers  some  feeling  which 
may  have  been  displayed  by  a  class  in  this  body, 
of  which  I  am  a  representative,  and  which  is 
known  as  belonging  to  the  other  school  from  that 
represented  by  Mr,  Dewey.  I  want  to  say  for 
that  school — I  believe  I  can  say  it  -—  if  I  cannot,  I 
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beg  to  be  excused  from  misrepresenting  any  one  — 
I  want  to  say  that  the  vote  which  some  of  us,  at 
any  rate,  have  given  to  him  for  President  was 
given  without  the  slightest  hesitation;  and  not 
only  that,  but  because  we  felt  he  was  worthy  of 
the  presidency  in  every  sense.  And  especially  I 
think  is  the  feeling  strong  among  us  that,  as  next 
year  we  take  something  of  a  new  departure,  and  go 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  to  hold  a  meeting  that  will  be 
a  marked  one  in  our  history,  and  open  a  new  era, 
this  Association  wants  Mr.  Dewey  to  occupy  the 
honorable  position  of  President,  and  feels  it  will 
be  an  honor  to  the  Association  for  him  to  occupy 
it. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  It  has  been  said  that  the 
presidency  is  the  highest  honor  to  which  any 
member  of  the  Association  can  aspire,  and  I  think 
it  has  been  truly  an  honor  to  all  those  who  have 
held  it,  certainly  a  great  honor  to  me.    But  Mr. 


Dewey  is  a  man  who  occupies  in  this  Association 
a  position  analagous  to  that  of  Daniel  Webster  in 
the  United  States  Cabinet,  as  Secretary  of  State, 
when  he  was  greater  than  the  President  whom  he 
served.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you 
cordially  for  the  hearty  support  you  have  given 
me  during  my  occupancy  of  the  position. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  I  move  that  in  voting  Mr. 
Dewey's  resignation  the  vote  be  a  rising  vote,  and 
I  call  for  the  question. 

Motion  to  accept  Mr.  Dewey's  resignation  was 
lost. 

On  motion  of  C.  A.  Nelson  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  vote  an  expres- 
sion of  our  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  most  able 
and  business-like  manner  in  which  the  President 
has  conducted  this  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Voted^  to  take  a  recess,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the 
President. 

Recess  declared. 


A.  L.  A.  PUBLISHING  SECTION. 


Sept.  II,  1890. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.  M., 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Secretary 
it  was  voted  that  Mr.  F.  M.  Crunden  take  the 
chair,  and  that  Mr.  W:  C.  Lane  be  Secretary  pro 
tern.  Mr.  £.  C.  Richardson  moved  to  adjourn 
until  evening  on  account  of  the  absence  of  many 
members,  but  the  motion  was  lost.  Mr.  Melvil 
Dewey  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  aims  and  con- 
stitution of  the  Publishing  Section. 

On  motion  of  Melvil  Dewey,  it  was  voted  that 
it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  Art.  4,  Sec.  i  of 
the  constitution  should  be  changed,  so  as  to  read : 
"  The  ofiScers  of  this  section  shall  be  a  president, 
a  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  an  executive  board 
of  five,  of  which  the  above  officers  shall  be 
members. 

The  meeting  chose  the  following  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year :  W:  I.  Fletcher,  President ;  W:  C. 
Lane,  Secretary  and  Treasurer ;  W:  I.  Fletcher, 
W:  C.  Lane,  Melvil  Dewey,  C;  A.  Cutter,  and 
C:  C.  Soule,  members  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Voted^  To  instruct  the  Executive  Board  to  push 
forward  the  work  of  the  section  as  rapidly  as  the 
means  at  its  disposal  allow. 

Voied^  That  the  name  of  the  general  index  to 
literature,  in  course  of  preparation,  be  the  A.  L.  A. 
Index. 

VoUd^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that 
the  ownership  and  copyright  of  the  A.L.  A.  Index 
should  be  held  by  the  Association. 

VoUd^  That  the  Executive  Board  be  directed  to 
open  a  subscription  list,  and  receive  subscriptions 


to  supply  the  requisite  working  capital  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  Section. 

VoUd^  That  the  Executive  Board  be  authorized 
to  receive  associate  members  at  an  annual  fee  not 
exceeding  $2,  and  to  determine  what  privileges 
shall  be  accorded  such  members. 

Voted^  That  the  Executive  Board  be  authorized 
to  extend  the  privileges  of  regular  membership  to 
those  who  render  equivalent  services  to  the  section. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Whitney  and  Mr.  C:  A.  Nelson  advo- 
cated  the  immediate  publication  of  the  Essay  Index 
separately  from  the  larger  and  more  general  A.  L. 
A.  Index,  on  the  ground  of  the  pressing  need  for 
the  work,  and  the  state  of  forwardness  of  the 
material  for  it.  Several  others  expressed  the  same 
desire. 

Voied^  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Poole,  That  the 
publication  of  a  librarv  manual  be  recommended 
to  the  Executive  Boara. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Wm.  C.  Lane, 

Secretary, 
REPORT    OF   THE    EXECUTIVE    BOARD    FOR    THE 
YEAR  1889-90. 

For  the  first  time  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Publishing  Section  place  before  you  a  finished 
work,  **  Reading  for  the  young,'*  a  manual  com- 
piled by  the  late  John  F.  Sargent,  and  re-edited 
with  great  faithfulness  and  zeal  by  his  sisters. 
This  is  much  more  than  a  new  edition  of  Miss 
Hewins's  work  published  some  years  ago.  It  con- 
tains many  more  titles,  is  classified  and  annotated, 
and  provided  with  a  complete  aathor-indez ;  in. 
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fact,  it  is  just  what  is  needed  in  every  library,  and 
in  every  home  where  there  are  children  who  read 
with  intelligence,  and  parents  who  care  what  they 
read. 

But  it  has  been  found  —  experience  with  Miss 
Hewins*s  book  taught  Mr.  Bowker  so — that  the 
time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  the  publication  of  such  a 
work  through  ordinary  channels.  After  having 
met  with  difficulty  in  this  direction,  the  Misses 
Sargent,  whose  own  labor  has  been  given  to  this 
work,  with  no  thought  of  compensation,  turned  it 
over  in  ms.  form  to  the  Publbhing  Section.  It 
has  been  well  and  handsomely  printed  by  the  Li- 
brary Bureau,  and  copies  are  now  ready  for  distri- 
bution. A  fair  price  has  been  placed  upon  it, — %\ 
for  single  copies  in  cloth,  and  75  cents  in  paper, — 
and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  copies  enough 
will  be  sold  to  pay  the  bill  for  printing  and  bind- 
ing, so  that  the  funds  of  the  section  will  not  be 
permanently  impaired. 

This  book  '*  Reading  for  the  young,"  has  been 
issued  by  the  Section  in  the  hope  that  some  libra- 
ries would  find  it  desirable  to  take  large  numbers 
of  copies  for  sale,  or  free  distribution,  to  their 
readers.  It  can  be  furnished  by  the  hundred 
copies  at  a  very  low  rate ;  and  if  any  library  should 
wish  to  take  an  edition  of  1,000  copies,  and  use  it 
as  if  it  were  its  own  issue,  putting  its  own  title 
page  to  it,  the  cost  of  such  an  edition,  now  that 
the  plates  are  made,  would  be  slight. 

The  tangible  work  of  the  Publishing  Section 
during  the  year,  beyond  the  issue  of  this  book,  has 
been  confined  to  the  Index  to  General  Literature, 
the  *'  A.  L.  A.  Index,"  we  are  agreed  to  call  it, 
which  has  simply  been  pushed  forward  another 
stage.  Having  collected  the  material  in  the  main 
for  that  portion  of  the  work  which  is  properly 
called  the    Essay    Index,  covering   essays   and 


sketches,  literary,  biogr^hical,  and  miscellane- 
ous, we  are  now  at  work  on  the  sociological  part, 
which  is  to  cover  the  reports  and  transactions  of 
the  various  boards  and  sodeties  dealing  with 
social  problems  —  education,  health,  labor,  chari- 
ties, the  civil  service,  etc  This  part  is  well  under 
way,  and  much  of  the  material  in  it  is  already  filed 
away  awaiting  alphabeting  and  editing.  Some 
other  departments  which  have  been  contemplated 
as  furnishing  possible  additions  to  the  scheme  of 
the  Index  will  be  laid  aside  for  the  present,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  issue  it  in  its  first  edition  with 
about  the  limits  indicated  above.  The  large 
amount  of  material  in  hand  has  to  be  edited  and 
alphabeted,  and  will  then  be  ready  to  put  to  press. 
Our  word  to  those  who  ask  when  it  will  be  pub- 
lished is :  "  Not  this  year  or  next  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  day." 

We  find  many  librarians  still  slow  to  fall  in  with 
our  rather  ardent  hopes  and  expectations,  but  the 
sixty  who  have  volunteered  assistance  on  the 
A.  L.  A.  Index,  and  thus  testified  their  faith  by 
their  works,  are  but  a  portion  of  those  who  are 
ready  to  join  in  these  efforts  to  save  our  libraries 
from  the  wicked  waste  of  repetitive  ms.  work  in 
the  libraries  of  the  country,  by  substituting  for  it 
codperative  printed  work  more  valuable,  and  at 
an  expense  which  need  be  but  a  fraction  of  that  of 
the  written  work.  With  the  large  increase  evi- 
dent here  in  the  membership  of  the  Association,  we 
ought  to  have  at  this  time  a  decided  addition  to 
the  membership  of  the  Publishing  Section. 
Agreed  to  by 

W.  I.  Flktchsk, 
Melvil  Dewsy, 
C.  A.  Cutter, 
W.  C.  Lake, 
R.  B.  Poole. 


COLLEGE  LIBRARY  SECTION. 


FABYAN'S,  SEPT.  12,  4  P.  M. 

At  the  meeting  of  college  librarians  the  follow- 
ing institutions  were  represented:  Harvard  by 
W:  C.  Lane ;  Yale  by  E:  J.  F.  Werder;  Princeton 
by  £.  C.  Richardson ;  Columbia  by  G:  H.  Baker ; 
Brown  by  R.  A.  Guild;  Dartmouth  by  M.  D. 
Bisbee ;  Bowdoin  by  G:  T:  Little ;  University  of 
Vermont  by  H:  L.  Koopman ;  Amherst  by  W:  I. 
Fletcher;  Colby  by  E:  W.  Hall ;  Hobart  by  C.  D. 
Vail ;  Oberiin  by  A.  S.  Root ;  University  of  Sute 
of  New  York  by  D.  V.  R.  Johnston;  Cornell  by 


G:  W:  Harris;  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology  by   T.    L.    Andrews.      W:   I.    Fletcher 
was  chosen  Chairman  and  G:  T:  Littie  Secretary. 
From  a  letter  by  R.  C.  Davis,  Librarian  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  was  read  the  following  on 

THE  EELATION  OF   THE  LIBRARIAN    TO  THE 
FACULTY. 

It  is  agreed,  I  think,  that  the  college  librarian 
should  be  on  an  equality  with  the  members  of  the 
faculty — in  all  the  particulars  that  make  up  the 
standing  of  a  professor. 
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He  will  come  into  close  relations  with  the 
members  of  the  faculty,  as  individuals,  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways: — 

1.  In  the  selection  of  books  that  are  bought 
especially  for  the  departments  of  instruction. 

The  librarian  can  assist  here,  materially,  by  his 
bibliographical  knowledge.  Pressure  may  be  ex- 
erted on  him  to  make  excessive  purchases  in  these 
special  directions;  but  if  expenditures  for  books 
of  this  character  are  limited  by  regulations,  and 
the  titles  are  all  passed  upon  by  a  library  com- 
mittee or  council,  symmetry  in  the  growth  of  the 
library  will  be  preserved,  while  at  the  same  time 
friction  is  avoided. 

2.  In  the  classification  of  the  books  on  the 
shelves. 

The  chance  for  friction  is,  probably,  greater 
here  than  elsewhere.  Professors  will  wish  to 
have  some  hand  in  this  matter.  It  is  my  practice 
to  consider  their  wishes  as  far  as  possible  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  literature  of  their  subjects  on 
the  shelves,  and  in  the  disposition  of  books  that 
may  reasonably  be  claimed  by  two  or  more  depart- 
ments. But  this  accommodation,  of  course,  can- 
not go  so  far  as  to  confuse  the  general  scheme  of 
classification  for  the  library. 

3.  In  supplementing  the  work  of  instruction  in 
the  class-room. 

The  librarian  can  be  of  the  greatest  assistance 
to  the  professor  in  putting  into  the  hands  of  his 
students  the  books  bearing  upon  the  work  which 
he  is  doing. 

I  assume  reciprocity  in  the  matter,  or  an  ex- 
change of  service  and  courtesy.  For  the  libra- 
rian's knowledge  of  books  in  general,  the  professor 
will  give  his  special  knowledge  of  subjects. 

W:  C.  Lanb  presented  the  following  on  the  same 
subject :  — 

While  the  personal  relations  of  a  college  libra- 
rian to  the  members  of  the  college  faculty  roust 
necessarily  be  intimate  if  the  library  is  to  take  its 
place  as  an  integral  part  of  the  college  organism, 
the  librarian  may  or  may  not  have  an  official  con- 
nection with  the  faculty  itself.  At  Harvard,  the 
librarian  is  not  a  member  of  the  faculty,  and  is,  I 
think,  inclined  to  congratulate  himself  on  being 
relieved  from  the  duty  of  attending  faculty  meet- 
ings. There  is,  however,  a  library  council  com- 
posed of  six  professors,  the  president,  and  the 
librarian.  The  chief  duty  of  this  council  is  to 
apportion  the  year*s  income  for  the  purchase  of 
books  among  the  different  departments.  It  also 
establishes  rules  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary, and  any  matters  of  library  administration 


might  be  brought  before  it.  The  librarian  not 
being  a  member  of  the  faculty,  library  measures 
seldom  or  never  come  before  the  faculty  for  dis- 
cussion, but  are  considered  and  decided  upon  by 
direct  consultation  between  him  and  the  profes- 
sors interested. 

At  Harvard  we  do  not  feel  that  there  would  be 
any  advantage  in  the  librarian's  being  a  member 
of  the  faculty ;  but  in  a  smaller  college,  especially 
in  one  where  the  librarian  is  able  to  come  into 
personal  conmiunication  with  most  or  all  of  the 
students,  his  presence  at  faculty  meetings  would 
probably  be  valued,  and,  if  the  college  were  just 
beginning  to  develop  the  methods  of  instruction 
which  are  now  becoming  common,  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  college  and  the  library  would  doubt- 
less be  made  more  harmonious  if  the  librarian 
were  a  member  of  the  governing  body. 

If  a  college  is  still  in  the  text-book-leam-lt-by- 
heart  stage,  the  librarian,  if  he  has  come  to  feel 
what  his  books  might  be  worth  in  education,  may 
and  should  be  the' means  of  bringing  the  instructors 
to  see  that  there  is  a  more  excellent  way,  a  way 
in  which  the  library  may  be  made  to  supplement 
the  text-book  and  develop  an  independent  and 
critical  habit  of  thought  on  the  part  of  the 
student. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  college  has  already 
begim  to  advance  on  these  lines,  and  its  Instructors 
are  awake  to  its  advantages,  the  librarian  becomes, 
or  should  become,  their  ready  and  responsive 
assistant  to  carry  out  their  wishes  to  the  last 
degree  his  resources  allow,  and  to  mould  all  the 
administrative  details  of  the  library  to  this  end. 
In  this  respect  the  conditions  of  a  college  library 
differ  noticeably  from  those  of  a  public  library. 
That  mythical  person,  the  general  reader,  occupies 
an  altogether  secondary  place,  and  the  whole  or- 
ganization of  the  library  is  directed  to  supplement 
the  work  of  the  various  courses  of  study  in  the 
college. 

While  the  librarian  holds  himself  ready  to  carry 
out  the  ideas  of  the  instructors,  and  to  make  the 
collections  under  his  charge  accessible  and  con- 
venient to  their  use,  they  on  their  part  may  relieve 
him  of  one  of  the  most  responsible  and  difficult 
parts  of  his  duty;  namely,  the  selection  of  books. 
On  all  accounts  it  is  best  that  this  should  be  given 
over  in  large  part  into  their  hands.  Each  is 
presumably  better  acquainted  with  the  literature 
of  his  subject,  and  with  the  weaknesses  of  his 
department  in  the  library,  than  the  librarian;  and, 
as  the  books  of  a  college  library  are  mainly  de- 
signed to  assist  or  supplement  the  instruction,  the 
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instructor  can  generally  select  what  he  wants 
better  than  the  librarian.  The  only  difficulty  with 
this  arrangement  which  we  find  is  that  certain 
instructors  are  apt  to  neglect  their  duties  or 
privileges,  and  their  departments  accordingly  fall 
behind.  Others  are  unsystematic  or  fitful  in 
ordering,  and  it  is  discovered  later  that  important 
books  are  lacking,  which  no  one  else  has  taken 
the  trouble  to  order,  in  the  expectation  that  the 
professor  in  whose  department  they  naturally  fall 
will  look  after  them.  A  considerable  reserve,  of 
course,  has  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian 
to  cover  those  books  which  do  not  fall  strictly  to 
any  teaching  department,  but  which,  nevertheless, 
cannot  be  omitted  from  a  working  library.  If  the 
instructors  will  do  their  part  conscientiously  and 
steadily  in  this  line,  the  college  library  is  better 
organized  for  the  purchase  of  books  than  any 
other  library  can  be.  In  short,  to  come  back  to  a 
commonplace,  not  always  made  common  enough, 
the  relations  of  a  college  librarian  and  the  mem- 
bers of  a  college  faculty  must  be  characterized  by 
a  spirit  of  mutual  helpfulness,  and  the  one  or  the 
other  takes  the  lead  according  as  the  one  or  the 
other  is  the  more  far-sighted,  the  more  alive  to  the 
movements  of  the  day,  and  the  more  interested  in 
the  success  of  his  work. 

In  the  informal  discussion  that  ensued  it  ap- 
peared that  in  four  of  the  colleges  represented  the 
librarian  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  by  virtue  of 
his  duties  as  an  instructor,  in  two  others  he  regu- 
larly attended  faculty  meetings,  and  in  case  of  the 
remainder  held  the  rank  in  point  of  salary  and 
social  position  of  a  full  professor,  though  not  con- 
nected with  the  governing  body.  All  reported 
that  either  the  division  between  the  different 
departments  of  the  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
books  or  the  final  decision  as  to  what  volumes 
should  be  bought,  rested  with  a  library  committee 
of  which  the  librarian  was  invariably  a  member, 
and  that  in  practice  he  generally  found  himself 
possessed  of  greater  power  in  this  direction  than  a 
strict  interpretation  of  existing  rules  would  imply. 

Two  papers  were  read  on  the  topic  next  con- 
sidered. 

PLACE     OF    THE    SEMINARY      LIBRARY      IN      THE 
UNIVERSITY. 

R.  C.  Davis. — The  advantages  of  the  seminary 
library  to  the  average  student  have  been  exagger- 
ated, I  think.  It  is  only  the  advantage  of  access 
to  a  greater  number  of  books,  and  the  actual  gain 
for  him  is  in  a  bibliographical  direction,  rather 
than  in  a  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  books, 


—  i.  e.,  of  the  subjects  of  .which  they  treat.  My 
experience  leads  me  to  think  that  what  is  known 
as  the  alcove  system  is  sufficient  for  this  average 
student.  Here  the  literature  of  the  subject  he  is 
studying  passes  in  review  before  him,  and  he  is 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  acquire  all  the  famil- 
iarity with  it  that  he  would  acquire  under  any 
circumstances. 

For  a  thorough,  long-continued  investigation  of 
a  subject  by  a  student  properly  equipped  for  the 
work,  the  seminary  library,  with  its  special  and 
ample  furnishing,  and  its  comparative  seclusion, 
is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

W;  C.  Lane. —  In  some  other  colleges  the  sem- 
inary library  is  more  fully  developed  in  certain 
respects  than  at  Harvard;  but,  having  had  no 
time  for  correspondence,  I  must  confine  what  I 
have  to  say  to  a  notice  of  how  such  libraries  have 
developed  with  us,  and  leave  to  others  to  add  par- 
ticulars relating  to  other  colleges. 

It  has  been  with  us  the  practice  now  for  some 
years  to  place  in  the  reading-room  of  the  library 
a  certain  number  of  volumes  selected  by  the 
professors  to  be  used  by  the  students  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  various  courses  of  instruc- 
tion. Each  professor's  books  are  kept  by  them- 
selves and  marked  with  his  name  or  the  name  of 
his  course.  These  books  are  freely  and  directly 
accessible  at  any  time,  and  are  used  in  the  reading- 
room  only,  except  that  they  can  be  taken  out  at 
the  close  of  library  hours,  to  be  returned  early  the 
next  morning.  These  we  call  our  reserved  books^ 
being  withdrawn  from  general  circulation.  The 
historical,  economic,  philosophical,  and  literary 
courses  naturally  have  the  most  extensive  col- 
lections of  this  kind ;  but  during  the  years  1888-89 
sixty  instructors,  more  or  less,  had  books  reserved 
for  the  use  of  their  classes,  and  5,848  volumes  in 
all  were  used  in  this  way,  the  larger  part  remaining 
on  the  reserved  shelves  throughout  the  year  while 
others  were  placed  there  for  a  shorter  period.  So 
far  we  have  only  one  step  toward  the  seminary 
library. .  As  this  practice  of  reserving  books  be- 
came more  common,  and  as  the  reading-room 
became  more  crowded,  and  especially  since  our 
library  has  no  means  of  artificial  light,  relief  was 
naturally  sought  from  these  inconveniences  by 
establishing  separate  working  libraries  in  connec- 
tion with  the  class-rooms  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. We  have  now  eleven  of  these  class-room 
or  seminary  libraries  (Greek,  Latin,  U.  S.  History, 
Political  Economy,  Mathematics,  French,  English, 
Sanskrit,  German,  Philosophy,  and  Social  Ques- 
tions), containing  in  all  about  3,500  volumes,  the 
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largest  and  the  first  to  be  established  being  the 
American  history  and  political  economy  collec- 
tions. These  libraries  are  usually  under  lock  and 
key,  but  all  the  students  working  in  that  depart- 
ment have  keys  which  admit  them  day  or  evening. 
They  are  in  rooms  adjoining  those  used  for 
lectures  and  other  class  exercises,  and  thus  form 
a  natural  centre  for  the  work  of  the  department, 
and  a  meeting-place  for  instructors  and  students. 
There  is  also  attached  to  them  a  feeling  of  privacy 
and  independence  impossible  in  the  general  library 
reading-room.  They  are  attended,  it  is  true,  with 
certain  difficulties  of  administration.  It  is  im- 
possible with  us,  and  I  judge  it  generally  would 
be,  to  keep  a  library  assistant  in  each  room.  All 
we  are  able  to  do  is  to  send  one  of  our  assistants 
to  each  library  two  or  three  times  a  week  to  keep 
the  books  in  order  on  the  shelf,  and  check  them 
off  in  his  list.  So  far  this  has  served  very  well, 
and  the  losses  have  been  few,  not  mure,  I  think, 
than  those  from  the  reserved  shelves  in  the 
general  reading-room. 

When  we  have  a  new  library  building  or  an 
addition  to  our  present  one,  it  may  be  best  to 


bring  these  collections  under  the  same  roof  with 
the  main  library,  but  they  would  thus  be  necessa- 
rily to  some  degree  separated  from  the  class  work 
of  all  but  the  smallest  and  most  advanced  classes, 
and  the  advisability  of  such  a  step  seems  to  me 
questionable. 

The  purpose  of  both  the  reserved  book  collec- 
tions and  of  seminary  libraries  is  of  course  the 
same,  and  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  it.  It  is  to 
bring  the  student  face  to  face  with  a  collection  of 
materials^  to  teach  him  not  to  follow  one  book  or 
one  author  implicitly  as  a  master,  but  to  exam- 
ine what  has  been  said  on  different  sides  of  a 
question,  to  compare  and  to  select,  and  thus  to 
become  responsible  for  his  own  opinions,  and 
capable,  it  may  be,  of  grasping  some  aspect  of 
Truth  more  accurately  and  more  faithfully  than 
has  been  done  before.  But  whether  his  opinions 
become  of  value  to  the  world  at  large  or  not,  such 
training  will  at  least  have  helped  him  to  accurate 
and  independent  habits  of  thought. 

A.  S.  Root  then  read  his 

REPORT  ON  COLLEGE  LIBRARIES. 
( This  report  was  not  furnished  for  publication^ 
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Sept.  id,  1890. 

[The  obiect  of  the  meeting  was  chiefly  for  full  informal 
conference  over  State  library  interests.  Of  many  of  the 
interesting  discussions  there  was  no  record.  The  notes  below 
giTe  an  imperfect  idea  of  a  part  of  the  very  interesting  and 
profitable  discussions.  For  the  later  sessions  only  TOtes  were 
recorded.] 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Those  who  have  not  had  it, 
will  find  convenient  this  address  from  last  year's 
proceedings,  as  printed  in  the  Library  journal  of 
August,  1889,  page  241.  We  have  duplicate 
copies  here  for  distribution,  and  you  will  all  want 
it  for  reference  hereafter.  This  address  was  sent 
to  all  governors  of  States,  superintendents  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  and  to  leading  newspapers,  by 
many  of  which  it  was  reprinted  and  commented 
on  most  favorably.  Not  one  printed  anything 
not  in  most  hearty  sympathy  with  the  views  there 
expressed.  Regarding  some  details,  questions 
might  arise;  but  this  general  warm  reception  of 
our  platform  has  shown  conclusively  that  there  is 
work  needing  to  be  done  in  this  direction.  Some 
of  us  felt  that  it  was  wiser  not  to  attempt  as  yet  a 
vigorous  campaign,  but  to  try  to  make  an  active, 
8tron|(  organization  with  the  handful  we  had  to 
begin  with ;  to  adopt  the  Fabian  policy,  and  wait 


patiently  for  the  time  to  strike,  and  to  build  up 
this  Association  as  rapidly  as  we  saw  our  way 
clear.  The  Executive  Board  have  done  during  the 
year  some  very  able  **  waiting,"  beside  preparing 
this  address.  We  ought  at  this  session  to  take 
up  these  matters  anew,  and  see  what  we  can  do 
further.  The  difficulty  with  our  address  is  that  it 
poipts  out  many  admirable  things  to  do,  but  is  not 
definite  enough  in  recommendations.  We  ought 
to  have  a  bill  prepared  embodying  a  model  State 
law,  covering  these  points.  First,  we  should 
check  off  existing  laws,  and  see  what  is  needed  in 
addition  in  each  State.  Very  few  people  to  whom 
this  address  is  sent  are  sufficiently  interested  to 
take  the  matters  up  and  prepare  a  bill  out  of  whole 
cloth.  By  the  method  suggested  we  could  see 
what  existing  legislation  harmonizes  with  our 
platform,  and  supplement  this  with  a  definite  bill, 
ready  for  the  legislature. 

The  first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Binding, 
Charles  C.  Soule,  Chairman,  refers  specially  to 
documents  and  law  books,  so  largely  making  up 
State  libraries,  as  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  take  up 
subjects  covered  by  the  general  association,  but 
rather  those  of  special  interest  to  State  and  law 
libraries. 
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C:  C.  SouLE.—  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  been 
unable  to  prepare  the  report  expected.  When 
talking  on  the  subject  last  year,  I  had  in  mind  the 
employment  of  a  special  binder,  to  make  experi- 
ments myself;  and  I  intended  to  put  him  on 
several  styles  of  binding,  and  be  able  to  make  a 
practical  report  to  this  meeting  a^  to  price,  wear 
and  tear,  etc.,  of  each.  I  did  not  employ  the 
binder,  consequently  did  not  have  the  opportun- 
ity. During  the  last  summer  I  was  out  of  health, 
and  unable  to  do  any  extra  work  beyond  my 
paper  on  trustees  for  the  general  association,  t 
will  just  sketch  briefly  the  treatment  which  I  pro- 
posed in  the  paper.  There  are  two  classes  of 
books.  One  class  of  books,  the  binding  of  which 
is  to  be  considered  in  State  libraries,  is  law  books 
and  public  documents  bound  in  the  style  of  law 
books.  There  is  another  large  class  of  public 
documents  issued  in  the  shape  of  pamphlets,  with 
such  imperfect  binding  that  the  librarian  naturally 
wishes  to  put  them  in  shape  before  setting  them 
on  his  shelves.  In  law  books  it  is  the  general  cus- 
tom, sanctioned  by  long  usage,  and  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  users  of  the  books,  to  bind  them  in  sheep. 
Calf  or  half  calf  is  used  in  England,  and  sheep  in 
this  country.  Unfortunately  the  sheep  now  used 
is  prepared  by  chemical  process,  and  is  conse- 
quently friable  and  easily  injured  by  weather  and 
use.  It  fades,  discolors,  and  is  very  objectionable 
as  a  binding.  All  attempts  to  substitute  anything 
else,  however,  and  all  advice  in  that  direction  got 
from  judges  and  lawyers,  bring  out  an  expression 
of  feeling  that  they  prefer  the  look  of  the  old 
binding,  uniform  on  the  shelves.  For  myself  I 
think  the  time  has  arrived  to  get  some  other  bind- 
ing, perhaps  as  near  as  possible  in  color  and 
effect  to  the  old  one,  but  something  more  durable, 
more  useful,  more  sensible.  For  pamphlets  and 
public  documents  it  was  my  intention  to  experi- 
ment to  find  what  binding  would  last  longest  and 
look  best  at  a  very  low  cost.  The  element  of  use, 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the  hinges,  and  so  on,  need 
not  come  in  where  documents  are  used  only 
occasionaHy.  The  desideratum  is  to  get  them  at 
the  least  possible  expense  on  the  shelves  in  such 
shape  that  they  may  stay  there  50  or  100  years, 
and  look  well.  It  might  be  well  to  experiment 
with  different  labels,-  to  test  different  colors, 
styles,  and  types.  If  any  one  here  has  experience 
or  ideas,  I  would  like  to  have  them  brought  out 
in  discussion. 

Pres.  Dewey.— We  have  all  had  experience 
with  law  books  and  public  documents,  and  know 
they  are  the  meanest  e-books  as  to  bindings.  I  have 


in  mind  whole  tiers  of  books  that  have  crumbled 
to  pieces,  having  been  bound  with  sheep  as  now 
used.  Yet  the  average  lawyer  feels  it  is  not  good 
law  unless  bound  in  that  old  foolish  form.  I 
experimented  in  Columbia  in  1883,  when  I  went 
there.  Knowing  the  strong  prejudice  for  the  old 
style,  I  said  to  Dr.  Dwight,  warden  of  the  law 
school,  '*  There  is  not  a  particle  of  doubt  that  ^100 
spent  in  A.  L.  A.  binding  in  half  goat,  sewed  all 
along,  with  vellum  corners,  will  last  twice  as  long 
as  the  present  style.  But  a  volume  does  n*t  look  like 
a  law  book."  I  was  surprised  and  delighted  when 
he  said,  **  By  all  means  bind  in  the  more  durable, 
sensible  way."  For  five  ytzx%  I  followed  this 
plan,  and  never  learned  that  the  law  gotten  from 
the  books  was  less  binding. 

Our  question  now  is,  Shall  we  have  reports 
bound  in  half  goat  ?  Let  us  have  any  light  on  this 
point  that  any  one  here  can  give  us,  and  see 
whether  we  are  agreed  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
try  to  induce  our  different  legislatures  and  those 
responsible,  to  use  a  sensible  binding.  Sheep  cer- 
tainly is  bad.  We  cannot  wait  to  educate  lawyers 
up  to  this  point ;  it  would  be  too  difficult  and  too 
slow. 

T.  L.  Cole.— I  can  say  a  little  by  way  of  repre- 
senting a  member  of  the  New  York  Bar  Associa- 
tion, which  has  perhaps  the  best  law  library  in  the 
country.  I  spent  most  of  Monday  with  the  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  that  library,  and  the  subject  of 
binding  came  up.  He  said  that  the  great  difficulty 
with  sheep  binding,  as  Mr.  Soule  said,  is  that  it 
crumbles  to  pieces ;  it  falls  into  a  brown  powder, 
and  the  book  is  not  only  unserviceable  .but  very 
dirty  to  handle  on  that  account.  He  has  within 
three  or  four  years  adopted  a  "  cow  skin  "  bind- 
ing, which  is  the  tanned  skin  of  the  cow  instead  of 
the  calf  or  sheep.  It  is  of  a  roan  color.  Perhaps 
it  is  familiar  to  some  of  you.  He  said  it  was  not 
American  Russia. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  American  Russia  is  cow  skin  of 
a  red  color. 

T.  L.  Cole.—  The  difference  is,  it  is  not  artifi- 
cially colored  to  deceive.  It  probably  is  the 
simon-pure  thing.  He  has  found  it  to  be  a  desira- 
ble binding.  The  objection  that  Mr.  Soule  raises 
does  not  seem  to  apply  here,  or  at  least  is  not 
strong  enough  to  prevent  use.  He  says  the  law- 
yers use  the  books  and  find  no  objection  to  them. 
It  makes  the  library  look  bad  at  first  He  has 
not  used  it  in  sets  of  reports.  Where  a  few  books 
out  of  a  set  of  fifty  or  more  need  rebinding,  he  has 
used  sheep;  but  he  thinks  he  will  change  that  and 
commence  to  bind  them  in  cow  skin  as  they  wear  out. 
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Pres.  Dbwky. —  Had  he  any  reason  for  taking 
this  reddish  tint  ?  Could  he  not  have  used  a  color 
that  would  match  the  old  binding  better  ? 

T.  L.  COLK.—  I  judge  that  was  the  natural  color 
of  the  skin. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  I  am  very  positive  it  can  be 
made  mudi  nearer  the  color  of  law  sheep.  There 
is  a  split  cowhide  of  that  reddish  tint. 

T.  L.  Cole.—  I  thought  it  was  either  painted  or 
colored.  I  asked  him  that  because  I  have  seen 
binding  in  other  libraries  which  I  was  told  was 
sheep  or  some  other  skin  painted.  Another  law 
library  is  using  a  whiteKX>lored  skin.  Do  you 
know  what  they  call  it  ? 

Pres.  Dewey.—  I  think  likely  it  is  pig  skin. 

A  MEMBER. — I  think  it  is.  It  is  a  similar  skin  to 
that  used  on  the  Virginia  and  West  Virginia 
Reports. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. — That  is  sheep  skin,  sumac 
tanned. 

T.  L.  Cole.—  That  is  so.  The  sumac,  instead 
of  the  hemlock  tan,  like  that  used  on  the  re- 
ports of  Grattan,  of  the  Virginia  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, and  the  early  West  Virginia  reports,  is  a 
very  durable  binding.  It  costs  about  a  half  more 
than  other  sheep.  The  cow  skin  binding  of  the 
New  York  Bar  Association  costs  the  same,  I  am 
told,  in  half  leather  with  board  sides  and  cloth 
cover  on  the  board.  Some  have  the  board  sides 
covered  with  marble  paper. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Does  Mr.  Johnston  know  when 
the  Virginians  gave  up  that  sumac  tanning? 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.—  I  think  some  six  or  seven 
years  ago.  Mr.  Griswold  told  me  it  was  only 
made  in  one  tannery,  and  that  tannery  failed.  A 
binder  tried  to  get  some  skins  to  repair  with, 
and  he  succeeded,  up  to  five  or  six  years  ago, 
but  lately  the  tannery  has  gone  out  of  business. 

T.  L.  Cole. —  Many  law  libraries  experience 
little  trouble  with  sheep.  It  is  certain  ones  only, 
and  it  is  due  to  heat,  light,  or  something.  The 
St.  Louis  Law  Library  and  the  New  York  Bar 
Association  are  suffering  very  severely.  Others, 
again,  have  no  trouble  at  all ;  their  sheep  binding 
lasts. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Do  you  know  any  law  library 
using  sheep  that  can  keep  it  sound  for  a  long 
series  of  years  ? 

T.  L.  Cole. —  I  don't  find  many  others  that 
have  such  serious  trouble  as  I  found  in  the  two 
I  speak  of. 

Pres.  Dewey.— Do  you  mean  to  imply  that  it 
is  something  in  the  locality  or  dhnate  ? 

T.  L,  Cole,— Well,  yes.    In  St.  Louis  I  think 


it  was  due  to  gas ;  and  so  in  the  New  York  Bar 
Association.  There  was  also  the  soft  coal  smoke 
prevailing  in  St  Louis.  I  can*t  say  about  every 
city  in  the  West  where  they  use  bituminous  coal. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Pickett  might  tell  us  something 
about  that. 

C:  C.  Pickett. —  Our  experience  has  been 
something  similar  to  that  of  New  York  and  St. 
Louis.  Our  library  was  given  us  after  the  fire  of 
187 1,  to  the  value  of  some  ^7,000  or  |8,ooo.  We 
started  with  the  American  State  reports  in  very 
bad  condition.  We  used  gas  till  1880;  since 
then  we  have  used  electric  light.  We  have  not 
income  enough  to  rebind  the  entire  library.  Last 
year  we  spent  over  ^1,000  in  rebinding.  I  had 
instructions  from  the  committee  to  cut  the  bind- 
ing expenses  down  one^alf. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Have  you  made  any  change  in 
style? 

C:  C.  Pickett. —  We  have  changed  our  rebind- 
ing  from  half  sheep  to  half  morocco.  We  intend 
to  put  an  entire  set  of  Illinois  in  half  morocco. 
Some  we  have  in  sheep  are  in  very  bad  condition, 
but  not  so  bad  that  there  is  any  danger  of  their 
falling  from  the  covers;  but  the  books  are  crack- 
ing, and  the  leather  is  pulling  from  the  covers. 

Pres.  Dewey.—  Do  you  have  trouble  from  the 
crumbling  of  the  leather  ? 

C:  C.  Pickett.— That  is  the  great  trouble. 
We  shall  put  the  entire  set  of  Illinois  into' 
morocco.  I  would  like  to  get  some  definite  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  of  comparative  cost  I 
find  when  I  talk  with  gentlemen  who  have  a  great 
deal  of  binding  to  do  that  the  difference  is  not 
considered  excessive ;  but  I  don't  want  to  commit 
our  library  to  the  policy  of  rebinding  in  half 
morocco  unless  the  price  is  not  very  much  in 
excess  of  sheep.  I  understood  it  was  not  much 
so.  We  pay  55  cents  for  half  sheep,  75  cents  for 
full  sheep,  and  ^i.io  for  half  morocco. 

Pres.  Dewey.— This  is  a  thing  that  is  perfectly 
obvious,  whatever  any  one  may  say.  You  can 
buy  Hausmann  skins,  which  are  the  best  goat 
made,  from  responsible  dealers,  for  ^30  to  ^33  a 
dozen.  Call  it  $36  a  dozen.  From  one  of  those 
large  skins  you  can  cut  out  nearly  twenty  backs, 
wide  enough  to  accomplish  all  purposes  of  ser- 
vice, and  make  a  complete  hinge.  At  ^3  a  skin 
that  leather  costs  15  cents  a  book.  The  rest  of 
the  price  is  the  cost  of  boards,  thread,  papers 
(which  is  the  same  whether  goat  or  sheep  b  put 
on  the  back),  labor,  and  the  profit  of  the  binder. 
The  price  is  largely  in  excess  of  extra  cost,  owing 
to  the  custom  of  binders*    Certain  trades  have 
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customs  and  fashions.  Binders  know  that  people 
don't  order  half  turkey  morocco  unless  they  can 
pay  a  good  price. 

There  is  another  element.  Binders  are  in  the 
habit  of  giving  this  work  to  their  best  men,  and 
they  use  better  thread,  better  lining  paper,  better 
board,  and  a  better  quality  of  morocco.  But 
chiefly  they  use  a  better  profit. 

Are  you  doing  this  experimenting,  Mr.  Pickett, 
with  this  single  set,  or  have  you  adopted  the  policy 
for  the  whole  library  ? 

C.  C.  Pickett. —  I  am  making  experiments  to 
see  how  far  it  is  safe  to  go. 

Pres.  Dkwky. —  Librarians  should  study  this 
question.  We  agree  that  Russia,  sheep,  and  calf 
are  among  the  bad  leathers  that  we  want  to  get 
rid  of.  Turkey  morocco  or  goat  is  most  durable. 
The  other  materials  we  look  to  for  durable  bind- 
ing are  pig  and  cow  skin.  Other  durable  bindings 
are  in  vegetable  materials.  Books  bound  in  them 
stand  on  the  shelves  for  years ;  indeed,  so  far  as  my 
observation  goes,  books  that  are  not  required  to 
be  handled  a  great  deal,  are  much  more  durable  in 
buckram,  or  duck,  or  even  muslin,  than  in  any 
leather ;  the  animal  element  in  the  leather  decays, 
and  the  vegetable  bindings  last  longer  for  that  rea- 
son. For  those  that  are  going  to  be  used  much,  it 
is  between  goat,  pig,  and  cow  skin.  Mr.  Soule 
made  the  point,  which  Mr.  Johnston  illustrated 
further,  that  sheep  as  now  used  is  tanned  in  a 
way  that  causes  it  to  powder.  The  sumac-tanned 
leather  seems  to  be  strong,  if  we  could  get  it.  I 
found  last  year  in  Scotland  the  libraries  using  pig 
skin.  It  shows  a  handsome  grain,  and  looks 
very  much  like  morocco.  The  pig  skin  which 
we  find  on  old  books  warps  and  twists  badly ;  I 
think  this  serious  fault  came  from  the  failure  to 
prepare  it  properly.  They  are  doing  admirable 
work  on  the  other  side  in  pig  skin.  My  impres- 
sion is  formed,  not  by  personal  experience,  but  by 
what  has  been  said  to  me  by  others.  If  we  could 
introduce  pig  skin  successfully,  it  might  be  well 
because  of  the  enormous  quantity  of  the  material 
we  could  get  in  this  country,  thus  reducing  cost. 
That  is  an  important  point  to  look  at,  whether  it 
be  pig  skin,  or  cow  skin,  or  goat ;  it  is  a  duty  of 
every  librarian  to  try  to  induce  his  State,  when 
sending  out  documents  all  over  the  world,  to  use 
the  most  durable  binding  it  can  find,  and  he  should 
understand  all  the  practical  aspects  of  the  ques- 
tion.   Can  we  get  any  further  light  ? 

Mkmbkr. —  Has  pig-skin  binding  been  tried  to 
show  whether  it  will  stand  this  climate  or  not? 
I  have  one  book  with  that  kind  of  binding  — a 


dictionary.  I  don't  think  it  will  stand  the  action 
of  gas.    I  think  it  will  crack. 

G:  C.  GiLM ORB. —  Pig  skin  has  been  found  more 
durable  for  saddles  than  anything  else.  It  would 
be  well  to  find  out  some  factory  where  they  tan 
pig-skin  leather  for  saddles  to  find  out  how  cheaply 
it  could  be  furnished  and  also  somediing  about  its 
durability  in  saddles. 

Pres.  Dewey.—  We  all  know  the  pig-skin  tad- 
die  is  exposed  to  rain  and  sunshine. 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  The  pig  is  one  of  the  pachyderms, 
and  its  skin  b  much  thicker  than  that  of  the  goat ; 
but  when  you  come  to  make  a  hinge  out  of  it  and 
put  it  on  the  back  of  a  book,  it  must  be  reduced 
to  a  thinner  condition.  These  goat  skins  are  Ger- 
man  morocco,  are  they  not  ? 

Pres.  Dewey. — What  do  you  mean  by  German 
morocco  ? 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  Morocco  made  in  Germany. 
That  is  perhaps  what  Mr.  Pickett  is  talking  about 
when  he  said  $1.10  for  half  morocco.  The  state- 
ment is  made  as  if  that  is  genuine  Turkish  mo- 
rocco. I  find  the  price  of  German  morocco  is  the 
same  all  over  the  country ;  it  runs  from  85  cents  to 
95  cents,  which  is  the  cheapest  that  can  be  had. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  Hausmann  morocco  is  the 
best  grade.  It  is  Turkey  morocco,  but  not  nec- 
essarily made  in  Turkey.  It  is  a  goat  skin  with 
a  strongly  marked  grain.  Persian  morocco  it 
goat  also,  but  from  a  smaller  animal,  and  it  is  a 
poorer  and  much  cheaper  skin. 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  The  cheapest  I  can  get  German 
morocco  for  is  80  cents  to  85  cents  for  ordinary 
8vo.  I  get  good  full  sheep  binding  for  55  cents. 
My  impression  is  that  the  trouble  with  the  binding 
is  not  in  the  way  the  skins  are  tanned,  but  it  comes 
a  good  deal  from  the  way  they  clean  them  in  the 
bindery.  The  binders  use  oxalic  acid  to  wash  o£E 
the  book,  and  unless  it  is  very  carefully  used  it 
spoils  the  skin.  I  have  my  binder  put  on  very 
little  and  take  it  off  very  quickly.  I  think  that  is 
the  cause  of  most  of  the  binding  rotting. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Why  do  you  use  full  instead  of 
half  sheep  ? 

J.  P.  Dunn.—  Because  it  is  the  custom  of  the 
country. 

Pres.  Dewey. — Do  you  think  it  is  a  good 
custom  ? 

J.  P.  Dunn.—  Yes.  When  I  rebind  part  of  a 
set  of  books,  I  don*t  want  to  put  them  in  a  differ- 
ent binding. 

Pres.  Dewey.— Half  and  full  sheep  look 
exactly  alike  on  the  shelves  ? 

J.  P.  Dunn.—  Yes.    As  matter  of  fact,  a  full 
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side  will  wear  better  than  a  paper  side,  if  you  don't 
get  a  skin  that  will  rip  and  tear.  Some  skins,  yoa 
know,  will  roll  up  and  spoil. 

F:  M.  Crunden. —  My  experiments  have  shown 
results  exactly  as  indicated ;  viz.  that  morocco  is 
the  best  leather,  and  sheep  skin  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. As  regards  pig  skin  I  know  nothing.  For 
books  that  remain  on  the  shelves  without  much 
handling,  vegetable  materials  are  best.  After 
being  on  the  shelves  thirty  years,  they  seem  to  be 
just  as  good  as  ever,  whereas  books  handsomely 
bound  in  leather  ten  years  ago,  begin  to  show 
signs  of  crumbling  and  weakening  at  the  hinges. 
These  points  we  can  consider  fairly  settled.  Of 
the  leathers,  so  far  as  I  know,  setting  aside  pig 
skin,  about  which  I  know  nothing,  morocco  is  best ; 
for  books  used  but  little^  duck  or  buckram. 

R.  B.  Poole,  of  N.  Y.— I  agree  with  what  Mr. 
Crunden  said  about  morocco.  The  question  is 
whether  you  get  morocco  or  not  Persian  and 
German  morocco  are  two  different  things.  Persian 
morocco  is  even  worse  than  sheep  skin.  The  dark 
color  turns  brown  and  breaks  at  the  hinges.  My 
binder  has  discarded  it.  There  is  a  great  variety 
of  moroccos.  Of  course  you  know  the  genuine 
Levant  morocco  is  the  best  thing  to  use,  but  it  is 
very  expensive.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  sheep  skin 
that  is  worked  up  into  morocco.  They  take  a 
mould  with  the  stamp  of  a  genuine  goat  skin  and 
then  stamp  the  sheep  skin,  and  so  get  regular 
morocco  grain.  Only  an  expert  can  determine 
whether  it  is  sheep  or  goat  skin. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Some  of  the  best  binders  can- 
not distinguish  it.  I  had  a  book  bound  in  what 
purported  to  be  morocco,  and  brought  it  to  a 
skilful  binder,  and  asked  if  the  leather  was  gen- 
uine morocco.  He  examined  it  carefully,  and 
finally  said :  "  I  cannot  tell  unless  you  let  me  take 
the  book  to  pieces  and  get  at  the  back  side  of  the 
leather." 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  For  how  much  can  you  bind 
octavos  in  half  morocco  ? 

A  MEMBER. —  From  $1  to  $1.25. 

J.  P.  Dunn.— There  is  that  much  difference 
between  genuine  Turkish  morocco  and  the  Ger- 
man morocco. 

A  MEMBER.— The  Turkish  Levant  is  the 
most  expensive  skin.  I  have  had  small  8vos 
bound  for  75  cents  in  Turkish  morocco,  and 
Harper's  for  $1.25.  The  book  comes  to  pieces 
before  the  cover  breaks.  That  is  the  greatest 
difficulty  I  have,  altogether  the  greatest. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.— Do  the  signatures  fall  out, 
or  does  the  book  break  in  two  at  the  back  ? 


Ans. —  Sections  fall  out ;  pull  right  out  I  had 
some  books  bound  for  90  cents  a  volume.  I  would 
rather  pay  $1.10  now  and  get  stronger  binding. 

F:  M.  Crunden.— I  don't  know  what  maybe 
the  different  prices  of  things  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country,  but  the  lowest  price  mentioned  yet 
I  can  beat  by  at  least  ten  per  cent.  For  such 
books  as  you  have  referred  to,  we  should  not  pay 
more  than  80  cents.  $1  or  $1.25  seems  a  very 
high  price.  We  get  genuine  morocco  binding, 
Harper's  magaxine,  I  think,  for  60  cents. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Is  yours  genuine  morocco  ? 

F:  M.  Crunden.— Yes,  genuine  morocco.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  is  60  cent  or  80  cent. 
Take  the  highest  price,  and  it  is  lower  than  any 
mentioned  yet. 

J.  P.  Dunn. — Can  you  tell  whether  this  leather 
is  Persian  or  German  morocco  ? 

F:  M.  Crunden.— It  is  Turkey  morocco.  It 
has  a  good  grain,  and  the  books  are  well  sewed. 
We  have  no  trouble,  except  with  those  books  that 
are  subjected  to  hard  usage ;  then  the  difficulty  is 
with  the  sewing.  We  often  rebind  in  the  same 
covers.  I  want  to  speak  of  a  paper  prepared  so 
as  to  look  like  parchment.  I  have  seen  it  used 
for  the  corners  of  books.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be 
a  very  durable  substance.    It  is  parchment  paper. 

H.  H.  Cook. —  We  have  used  it  in  binding 
i2mos,  or  something  like  that,  and  it  is  very 
durable.  The  $1.10  binding  for  8vos  is  the  bind- 
ing we  put  on  our  books  for  retail  trade;  it  is 
the  best  morocco  binding  that  can  be  had,  and  is 
as  cheap  as  it  can  be  done  in  this  quality.  There 
seems  to  be  a  difference  between  Persian  and 
German  morocco.  It  is  out  of  my  line.  We  have 
bound  i2mos  and  volumes  dose  to  that  size,  in 
quantities,  as  low  as  55  cents.  I  suppose  it  is  as 
good  as  the  average  library  uses.  We  have  an 
enormous  amount  of  binding  to  do  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  There  was  a  point  brought  up 
by  Mr.  Johnston  regarding  sumac  tanning.  A 
binder  who  uses  large  quantities  of  leather  wished 
a  certain  leather,  and  found  that  he  could  not  get 
it  in  this  country.  He  imported  some  of  it  from 
England,  and  brought  a  sample  to  a  number  of 
leather  men  in  New  York,  and  said,  "  If  you  can 
furnish  leather  like  that,  I  can  use  so  much  every 
year."  And  they  furnished  it,  though  it  took  them 
some  months  to  learn  to  match  their  samples.  If 
we  want  sumac-tanned  sheep  or  pig  skin,  or  what- 
ever it  may  be,  this  Association,  through  a  compe- 
tent committee,  can  certainly  induce  some  tanner 
to  tan  leather  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
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I  think  New  York  pays  less  than  20  cents  a 
volome  for  binding  oar  session  laws.  You  can 
understand  that  a  man  who  contracts  to  bind  doc- 
uments at  such  a  price,  to  furnish  the  leather  for 
the  book  and  the  leather  for  the  labels,  and  so  on, 
at  20  cents  a  volume,  must  use  everything  of  the 
cheapest  and  most  shoddy  kind.  A  good  many 
other  States  do  the  same  thing.  If  you  could  get 
two  or  three  States  to  bind  a  book  properly,  it 
would  serve  as  a  model  for  the  rest.  I  understand 
from  most  of  you  that  you  have  very  little  tooling 
on  your  books.  Our  binding  bills  are  large  enough 
to  secure  us  a  discount  from  the  binder's  regular - 
prices  of  25  per  cent.  They  were  so  at  Columbia* 
and  will  be  even  larger  at  Albany.  But  that  point 
was  based  on  the  specifications  as  to  the  leather, 
the  board,  and  the  quality  of  thread.  I  think  we 
get  as  low  a  price  as  can  be  got  for  good  work. 
I  feel  as  I  did  at  Milwaukee  when  some  figures 
were  given  from  Indianapolis,  where  they  claimed 
to  bind  for  50  per  cent  of  what  it  cost  us, —  there 
must  be  some  mistake  as  to  quality  or  as  to  cost 
I  have  tried  very  hard  to  do  it,  and  doubt  if  you 
can  get  below  90  cents  for  8vos,  in  the  best  A.  L. 
A.  Turkey  binding. 

F:  M.  Crundbn. —  We  pay  60  cents  for  ffar- 
pet's  magoMine  bound  in  full  duck.  We  always 
bind  our  reference  copies  in  full  duck,  because  it 
lasts  better  than  the  best  leather.  We  get  half- 
morocco  at  80  cents. 

Pres.  Dewey.— Does  the  duck  last  better  than 
the  80-cent  morocco  ? 

F:  M.  Crunden.—  I  think  that  the  magazines 
kept  on  the  shelves  for  reference  will  be  in  better 
condition  twenty  years  from  now  than  those  bound 
in  full  morocco. 

Member. —  Does  it  pay  to  use  silk,  for  strength 
purely,  on  a  volume  like  an  index,  used  for  refei 
ence  purposes  right  along  ? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  con- 
tinue this  committee  on  binding,  and  let  them  take 
the  results  of  this  discussion  and  of  the  investiga- 
tions during  the  year,  and  have  next  year  definite 
recommendations  for  binding  law  books  and  State 
documents  ? 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.—  I  ask  Mr.  Crunden  if 
his  books  are  burnished  and  have  vellum  cornors, 
or  are  simply  sprinkled. 

F:  M.  Crunden.— Simply  sprinkled,  and  not 
vellum  comers,  but  leather  comers.  Occasionally, 
when  we  have  a  set  of  nice  books  come  in,  we 
have  them  burnished  or  gilded,  but  the  binder 
don't  charge  us  anything  extra  for  it.  He  puts 
them  in  for  the  regular  price  —  40  cents  for  half 


morocco,  i2mo.  We  make  the  binding  as  simple 
as  possible. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. —  Our  binder  told  me  he 
must  have  15  cents  for  bumishing  a  book. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Fifteen  cents  will  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  gilding  the  top  of  an  ordinary  8vo.  The 
burnishing  alone  costs  only  2  or  3  cents.  Was 
Mr.  Cook,  of  A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.,  bindmg  edi- 
tions of  100  copies  ? 

H.  H.  Cook. —  They  were  sets  of  Holmes,  and 
DickedS,  and  books  of  that  kind  —  1 5  or  20  sets  at  a 
time ;  and  we  were  trying  to  make  a  handsome  book. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  gilt  of  course  is  very  hand- 
some. The  point  is  get  the  top  bumished. 
With  a  sprinkled  top  the  dust  will  work  in  and 
soil  the  pages.  We  have  practised  treating  a 
book  as  if  it  were  to  be  gilt,  polishing  the  edge 
down  with  agate.  We  thus  get  a  surface  from 
which  the  dust  is  very  easily  brushed.  To  gild  all 
the  volumes  would  cost  considerable.  This  costs 
only  a  few  cents. 

Shall  we  continue  this  committee  for  another 
year,  with  the  view  of  getting  definite  reconunenda- 
tions  ?  I  move  Mr.  Johnston  be  appointed  a' com- 
mittee on  binding  for  the  ensuing  year,  for  the 
special  purpose  of  continuing  this  investigation. 
Voted. 

Pres.  Dewey. — ^Two  or  three  have  asked  me  in 
regard  to  membership  in  this  section.  Our  con- 
stitution provides  (reads).  As  I  said  this  moming, 
the  interests  of  State  libraries  are  in  the  hearts  of 
many  besides  the  incumbents  of  the  position  of 
Sute  librarian.  We  wish  to  give  to  all  of  you  the 
most  hearty  welcome.  That  of  course  is  not  nec- 
essary for  participation  in  this  discussion.  I  hope 
any  of  you  wishing  to  join  this  section  will  give  in 
your  names  at  the  close  of  this  session. 

G:  C.  GiLMORE. —  I  think  the  splitting  machine 
is  at  the  bottom  of  this  trouble.  I  have  never  had 
any  book-covering  experience,  but  in  roll-covering 
I  have.  When  we  get  a  splitting  machine  that 
can  split  a  10  dollar  bill  or  a  one  dollar  bill,  sev- 
eral times,  it  can  easily  make  three  or  four  thick- 
nesses of  this  leather. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Binders  use  split  leather  for 
titles. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.— Pig  skins  are  split  or 
scraped. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Mr.  Johnston  will  get  much 
information  next  year  that  will  be  of  great  value 
to  us.  I  had  a  strange  experience  not  long  ago 
with  binders  in  New  York,  illustrating  the  diffi- 
culty of  being  certain  about  skins.  I  ordered 
some  books  bound  in  genuine  Turkish  morocco, 
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Hausmann  skin,  without  limit  as  to  price.  The 
books  came,  and  I  wrote  back  that  they  had  used 
Persian  morocco.  They  sent  four  or  five  letters, 
and  tried  to  convince  me  that  I  was  mistaken; 
and  finally  sent  up  an  agent  of  the  dealer  from 
whom  they  bought  the  skins.  That  rascal  tried 
to  convince  me  that  the  leather  was  genuine 
Turkish  morocco,  till  I  asked  him, "  For  how  much 
did  you  sell  that  leather  to  this  firm  ?  *'  He  dodged 
the  question,  but  finally  I  found  out  that  the  price 
was  |22  a  dozen.  I  said,  "  You  know  you  cannot 
buy  Hausmann  skins  for  less  than  I33  a  dozen  in 
New  York."  Yet  the  men  who  sent  him  up  were 
men  who  had  been  all  their  lives  in  that  business. 
They  believed  what  they  told  me,  and  they 
thought  they  were  sending  up  a  man  to  prove  to 
me  what  they,  with  their  life-long  experience,  be- 
lieved. After  such  experiences  I  felt  a  little  thin- 
skinned  when  Brother  Dunn  said  I  was  using 
German  morocco. 

We  will  now  take  up  the  question  of  the 
exchange  of  State  documents,  with  suggestions 
for  improving  it  Mr.  Dunn  is  Chairman  of  that 
committee. 

J.  P.  Dunn,  Jr.,  State  Librarian  of  Indiana, 
read  his 

REPORT  ON  EXCHANGE  OF  STATE  DOCUMENTS. 

The  resolution  under  which  the  committee  on 
existing  laws  for  interchange  of  documents  among 
the  States  was  appointed,  provided  that  the  Chair- 
man should  appoint  two  other  members  to  act 
with  him.  On  account  of  the  nature  of  the  work 
and  the  somewhat  discouraging  results  of  my 
efforts  to  secure  cooperation,  I  decided  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  committee  m3rself,  and  have 
done  so,  with  the  exception  of  some  assistance 
rendered  by  W.  W.  Thornton,  Librarian  of  the 
Indiana  State  Law  Library.  I  have  not  appointed 
the  additional  members  contemplated  by  the 
resolution. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  in  February  last  I  sent 
out  explanatory  circulars  to  all  the  State  and 
Territorial  librarians,  asking  a  brief  statement  of 
their  system  of  exchange,  with  references  to  the 
statutory  authority,  and  an  expression  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  the  system  in  use  was  satisfactory. 
At  the  same  time  I  forwarded  the  latest  Indiana 
documents  and  a  check  list  of  older  ones,  offering 
to  supply  deficiencies  as  far  as  possible.  I  re- 
ceived answers  from  ten  libraries;  viz.  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Massachu- 
setts, Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Ohio,  and  Wisconsin, 
and  several  of  these  gave  wrong  references  to 


their  laws  on  the  subject.  I  have  therefore  pre- 
pared the  following  synopsis  of  the  laws  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  from  the  best  authorities 
accessible,  and  offer  it  for  what  it  may  be  worth. 
I  think  it  is  accurate  in  the  main,  but  do  not 
guarantee  any  part  of  it. 

Alabama.  Distribution  is  made  by  Secretary 
of  State,  under  sees.  232,  236  of  the  Code  of  1887. 
The  law  requires  him  to  furnish  two  copies  of 
laws  and  one  of  other  documents  to  other  States. 

Arizona.  Distribution  b  made  by  Secretary 
of  the  Territory  under  sec.  2950  Rev.  Stats,  of 
1887.  It  is  expected  that  the  system  will  be 
changed  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  duty  of  distribution  given  to  the  State  Libra- 
rian. 

Arkansas.  The  distribution  is  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  ex-officio  librarian,  under 
8«cs-  31371  3140  of  Mansfield's  Digest  (1884). 
There  is  no  specific  requirement  to  furnish  other 
States.  The  system  is  considered  satisfactory  in 
the  SUte. 

California.  The  librarian  is  authorized  to 
exchange  all  docimients  with  other  States  by  sec. 
2295  Deerings  Statutes,  Vol.  i  (1886). 

Colorado.  Distribution  to  other  States  is 
made  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
who  is  ex'officio  librarian,  under  sec  2081  Geni 
Stats,  of  1883.  It  is  wholly  discretionary  with 
him. 

Connecticut.  Distribution  is  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  Sute  under  sec.  317  Gen*l  SUts.  1888, 
State  Librarian  under  sec.  321  of  same,  etc. 

Supplying  other  States  is  obligatory  as  to  some 
documents,  discretionary  as  to  others,  and  appar- 
ently not  provided  for  as  to  others.  (See  sec.  425 
as  to  journals.) 

Delaware.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  under  chaps.  4  and  6  Rev.  Stats, 
of  1874.    Supplying  other  States  is  obligatory. 

Florida.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  is  ex-officio  librarian,  under 
chap.  140  of  McClellan's  Digest  (1881).  Supply- 
ing other  States  is  obligatory. 

Georgia.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Sute 
Librarian  under  sees.  118,  121  of  the  Code  of 
1882.  Supplying  other  States  appears  discretion- 
ary, except  that  it  is  put  on  a  basis  of  exchange 
as  to  Supreme  Court  reports. 

Idaho. 
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Ilunois.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  is  ix^fficio  librarian,  under 
sees.  58-60  of  chap.  127  Rev.  Suts.  of  1889. 
Supplying  other  Sutes  is  obligatory. 

Indiana.  Distribution  of  laws  is  made  by 
SecreUry  of  State  (sec.  5594  Rev.  Stats.,  1881), 
of  journals  by  the  Sute  Librarian  (Acts  of  1889, 
p.  59),  Supreme  Court  reports  by  the  Law  libra* 
rian  in  his  discretion.  Supplying  other  Sutes  is 
authorized  only  on  a  basis  of  equal  exchange. 
Department  reports  are  in  discretionary  control 
of  the  depsutments.  Some  advance  towards  re- 
form in  exchange  was  made  at  the  last  session  of 
the  L^slature,  and  more  is  expected  at  the  next. 

Indian  Territory. 

Iowa.  Distribution  of  documents  is  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  Sute  under  sec  126  McLains 
Rev.  Stats.  (1888).  He  is  required  to  supply 
States  that  reciprocate  in  kind.  The  law  is  con- 
sidered satisfactory  in  the  State. 

Kansas.  Distribution  is  made,  as  to  other 
Sutes,  by  the  SUte  Librarian,  excepting  depart- 
ment reports,  which  are  sent  out  at  the  discretion 
of  the  departments.  The  Librarian's  authority  is 
found  in  sees.  1953,  5646*  3648,  and  6682  of  the 
Gen*l  Stats,  of  ifi^  The  Librarian  is  of  opinion 
that  all  exchanges  should  be  made  through  one 
officer. 

Krntucky.  The  Sute  Librarian  is  required 
to  furnish  session  laws  to  the  other  Sutes  by  sec. 
8,  chap.  67  of  the  Geni  Suts.  of  1888.  There 
appears  to  be  no  provision  as  to  any  other 
documents. 

Louisiana.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Libra- 
rian under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  by 
whom  he  is  appointed.  Other  States  are  author- 
ized to  be  supplied  on  the  exchange  system.  The 
law  is  not  satisfactory,  but  it  is  thought  that  no 
change  involving  additional  expense  could  be 
made. 

Mains.  The  Governor  is  authorized  to  furnish 
three  copies  of  the  laws  and  one  each  of  the 
Supreme  Court  reports,  and  all  other  documento 
printed  by  the  State,  to  the  governors  of  other 
Sutes,  by  sec.  84,  chap.  2,  Rev.  SUts.  1883. 

Maryland.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  send  one  copy  each  of  the  laws,  journals,  and 
documents  to  the  executive  departments  of  other 
Sutes,  art.  55,  sec  7  Public  Gen'l  Laws  (1888). 

Massachusetts.  Distribution  is  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  chap.  440, 


Acts  of  1889,  and  other  laws.  The  system  is 
considered  satisfactory. 

Michigan.  The  SUte  Librarian  is  authorized 
to  make  exchanges  with  other  States  of  all  docu- 
ments printed  by  the  State,  by  sec  303  of  Howell's 
SUtutes  (1882). 

Minnesota.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  furnish  other  States  with  laws,  reports,  and 
documents,  by  sec  60,  p.  92  of  vol.  i,  and  sec  34, 
p.  62,  vol.  2  of  the  Sututes  (1878  and  1888). 

Mississippi.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required 
to  furnish  two  copies  of  the  laws  and  journals  to 
the  executive  of  each  SUte,  by  sec  209  Rev. 
Code  of  1880,  and  to  exchange  Supreme  Court 
reports  by  sec  266  of  the  same. 

Missouri.  The  Secretary  of  Sute  is  required 
to  furnish  three  copies  of  the  laws  to  other  States, 
by  sec  6578  Rev.  Suts.  of  1889;  and  the  Sute 
Librarian  is  authorized  to  exchange  reporU  of 
Supreme  Court  by  sec  8212  of  the  same. 

Montana. 

Nebraska.  The  State  Law  Librarian  is  re- 
quired to  furnish  one  copy  of  every  book  or 
pamphlet  published  by  the  SUte  to  each  other 
State,  for  use  of  the  SUte  Library,  by  sec  14, 
chap.  85  of  the  Compiled  Suts.  (1885). 

Nevada.  The  SecreUry  of  State  is  required 
to  furnish  copies  of  the  laws,  journals,  and  Su- 
preme Court  reports  to  other  States,  by  sees.  1793 
and  2561,  Geni  Stats,  of  1885.  The  system  is  con- 
sidered satisfactory,  but  an  improvement  would 
probably  not  meet  with  opposition. 

New  Hampshire.  The  Secretary  of  Sute 
furnishes  copies  of  Sute  publications  to  other 
States  on  an  exchange  basis,  under  various  laws 
(see  sec.  6,  p.  71,  sec  7,  p.  50,  etc,  Geni- Laws 
of  1878.  The  system  gives  satisfaction,  and  is 
accompanied  by  a  practice  of  cutting  off  SUtes 
that  do  not  reciprocate,  which  is  worthy  of 
imitation. 

New  Jersey.  The  Sute  Librarian  is  required 
to  supply  other  States  with  all  Sute  publications, 
by  sec  9,  p.  425  of  Supplement  to  Rev.  SUts.  of 
N.J.  (1887). 

New  York.  Distribution  to  other  States  is 
made  by  the  Sute  Librarian  under  the  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State,  conferred  by  chap.  529  of  the  Laws  oC  1889, 

New  Mexico.  Distribution  to  other  States  is 
made  by  the  Territorial  Librarian  under  super- 
vision  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  library 
(Laws  of  1889,  p.  93).    The  system  is  coosidered 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASSOCIATION  OP  STATE  LlBRARtANS. 


IS* 


fairly  satisfactory,  but  could  be  amended  without 
much  opposition. 

North  Carolina.  The  Secretary  of  State  is 
required  to  supply  laws  and  Supreme  Court 
reports  to  other  States  by  sees.  3632,  3635,  and 
3641  of  the  Code  of  1883.  No  provision  is  made 
as  to  journals  and  other  documents. 

North  Dakota. 

Ohio.  The  Governor  is  made  the  agent  for 
supplying  other  States  with  documents  by  sec.  73 
Rev.  Stats,  of  1890,  but  I  am  informed  that  the 
distribution  is  in  fact  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  library  does  not  take  any  care  of  any- 
thing but  laws  and  Supreme  Court  reports,  and, 
judging  from  a  recent  article  in  the  Library  jour- 
nal^ is  not  in  a  hopeful  condition. 

Oregon.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required  to 
furnish  copies  of  laws  and  journal  to  other  States 
by  sec  3964  Hill's  Annotated  Laws  of  1887. 

Pennsylvania.  The  laws  of  this  State  con- 
cerning public  documents  were  revised  in  1887, 
and  the  State  Librarian  was  given  entire  control 
of  the  distribution  to  other  States  of  all  public 
documents.  Brightly's  Purden's  Digest,  Supple- 
ment, p.  2373. 

Rhode  Island.  Distribution  of  laws  is  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  ex-officio  librarian, 
under  sec  8,  chap.  20^  Public  Stats.  1882;  and 
Governor  is  authorized  to  exchange  any  public 
documents  with  other  States  by  sec  9,  chap.  20  of 
same. 

South  Carolina.  The  Sute  Librarian  is 
required  to  furnish  copies  of  the  journals,  acts, 
reports,  etc,  to  other  States  by  sees.  37,  38,  and 
2107  of  the  Geni  Stats,  of  1882. 

South  Dakota. 

Tennessee.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  furnish  aU  documents  to  other  States,  by  sees. 
34,  35  and  39  of  the  Code  of  1884. 

Texas.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required  to 
furnish  all  documents  to  other  States,  by  art.  2723 
Sayle's  Civil  Stats.  (1889). 

Utah. 

Vermont.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required 
to  supply  the  laws  to  the  other  States,  by  sec. 
4572  Rev.  Laws  of  i88a  The  State  Librarian  is 
given  custody  of  the  Supreme  Court  reports,  but 
no  provision  is  made  by  law  for  supplying  them 
or  the  l^;islative  documents  to  other  States. 

Virginia.  The  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth it  requirvd  to  supply  laws  to  other  States, 


by  sec.  278  Code  of  1887,  but  no  provision  appears 
as  to  other  documents. 

Washington.  The  Librarian  is  authorized  to 
exchange  Supreme  Court  reports  with  other  libra- 
ries, by  sec.  261 1  Code  of  1881,  but  no  provision 
appears  as  to  other  documents. 

West  Virginia.  The  Secretary  of  State  is 
authorized  to  furnish  copies  of  State  publications 
on  an  exchange  basis,  by  chap.  13,  sec  i,  and 
chap.  15,  sec.  4  of  the  Code  of  1887. 

Wisconsin.  The  Librarian  is  authorized  to 
supply  other  States  on  an  exchange  basis,  by  sec 
372  Sanborn  and  6en7man*s  Annotated  Stats. 
(1889).    This  system  is  satisfactory  to  the  State. 

Wyoming.  The  Secretary  of  the  Territory  was 
authorized  to  exchange  publications  with  other 
States,  by  sec  1428  Rev.  Stats,  of  1887.  What 
the  State  has  done  is  not  known. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident  that  there  is  an 
injudicious  diversity  of  systems  in  the  States ;  but 
it  is  more  painfully  evident  that  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  librarians  and  other  distributing  agents 
who  are  not  doing  their  duty.  A  few  States 
evidently  do  not  contemplate  furnishing  some  of 
their  documents — especially  legislative  and  docu- 
mentary journals  —  to  other  States,  as  they  have 
only  200  or  300  of  them  printed.  A  number  of 
State  libraries  do  not  keep  anything  but  laws  and 
Supreme  Court  reports,  do  not  desire  to  receive 
other  documents,  and  will  make  no  endeavor  to 
furnish  other  documents  to  other  States.  On  the 
whole,  I  think  the  most  serious  question  confront- 
ing us  is  how  to  induce  State  librarians  to  perform 
their  legal  duties. 

I  see  no  solution  for  this  question,  except  a 
resort  to  the  boycott  by  those  librarians  who  are 
ready  and  willing  to  furnish  their  documents  to 
other  States.  So  long  as  they  continue  to  do  so, 
without  exacting  an  equivalent  in  return,  the 
whole  evil  will  continue  as  it  exists.  The  avail- 
able fulcrum  for  this  lever  will  in  all  cases  be 
fouhd  in  the  session  laws  and  Supreme  Court 
reports,  which  all  State  librarians  are  desirous  of 
obtaining,  and  which  are  of  sufficient  importance 
to  impress  the  minds  of  higher  officials,  in  case 
the  librarian  continue  derelict.  I  therefore  rec- 
ommend, I,  that  the  members  of  this  Association 
enter  into  a  solemn  compact  not  to  furnish,  or, 
so  far  as  in  their  power  lies,  permit  to  be  fur- 
nished, any  State  publications  of  any  kind  to  any 
State  that  will  not  hereafter  furnish  all  its  publi- 
cations to  all  the  States  represented  in  the  com- 
pact!  3,  that  a  circular  be  sent  to  all  State 
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librarians  not  originally  in  the  compact,  asking 
them  to  join  in  it ;  3,  that  all  those  who  do  not 
reply  by  a  fixed  time,  aihd  all  those  who,  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  their  laws,  cannot 
comply,  be  blacklisted,  and  cut  ofif  from  any 
supply  until  they  are  ready  to  enter  the  compact, 
and  supply  deficiencies  firom  this  date;  4,  that 
those  entering  into  the  compact  pledge  their  words 
to  supply  past  deficiencies  as  far  as  possible;  5, 
that  a  State  which  furnishes  all  its  publications 
be  entitled  to  receive  all  the  publications  of  the 
other  States  without  regard  to  the  number  or 
character  of  such  publications ;  6,  that  when  any 
State  is  blacklisted,  the  Governor  and  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  thereof  be  notified  of  the 
same  and  the  reasons  therefor,  and  be  furnished 
copies  of  the  circular  sent  to  the  Librarian. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J-  P.  Dunn,  Jr. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. — What  good  will  it  do  if 
they  don't  care  ?  There  was  a  box  sent  by  us  to 
a  certain  State  library,  with  freight  paid  as  far  as 
we  could  pay  it  in  advance.  A  small  balance  was 
due,  and  they  would  not  pay  the  charges  on  the 
box.  We  sent  word  that,  if  they  would  pay  the 
balance,  and  report  the  amount,  we  would  send 
it  back  to  them.  This  was  not  done,  and  the  box 
came  back  to  Albany. 

A.  S.  Batchellor. —  I  favor  the  general  prin- 
ciples involved  in  the  report.  We  have  practiced 
them  in  New  Hampshire,  so  far  as  we  have  had 
control  of  the  State  publications  in  the  State 
Library,  and  we  need  a  little  legislation,  which  we 
expect  to  get  this  winter,  putting  more  complete 
control  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Librarian. 

Mr.  Dunn  moved  the  adoption  of  his  report. 

After  general  discussion 

G:  C:  GiLMORE  moved  that  the  report  be 
accepted,  and  laid  over  for  the  year.    Voted. 

J.  P.  Dunn  moved  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  **  The  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,"  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  U.  S.  documents. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. — I  move  that  Mr.  Hoveybe 
appointed  a  committee  to  form  a  plan  of  acdon, 
to  act  upon  that  plan,  and  report  the  results  of 
his  acdon  at  the  next  annual  meeting.    Voted. 

T.  L.  CoLR. —  I  move  a  committee  of  five  to 
draft,  in  the  form  of  a  bill  for  the  legislatures,  a 
definite  proposal  of  library  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  State  libraries  and  the  distribution  of 
public  documents,  embodying  our  platform  in  the 
bill  form,  and  such  other  matters  as  the  com- 


mittee may  see  fit,  in  harmony  with  the  platform 
adopted  at  St.  Louis,  as  contained  in  the  printed 
address  in  the  hands  of  the  members.    Voted. 

Voted  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  examine  into  the  laws  re- 
quiring the  distribution  of  documents,  to  bring  to 
bear,  for  the  enforcement  of  those  laws,  such  pres- 
sure as  is  in  their  power,  and,  if  necessary,  to  write 
to  governors  and  secretaries  of  State  that  the  des- 
ignated officers  are  not  carrying  out  the  laws. 

T.  L.  Cole  reported  at  length  on  the  present 
condition  of  State  and  law  libraries.  This  report 
was  accepted  and  will  be  printed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Education,  with  other  statistical  reports  laid  before 
this  Conference. 

A  recess  was  taken  till  8.50  Thursday  morning. 

THURSDAY,  SEPT.  II,  189O,  8.3O  A.  M. 

Pres.  Dewey  read  a  letter  from  R.  R.  Bowker, 
and  exhibited  proofs  of  the  lists  of  the  recent  State 
publications  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  and 
explained  the  importance  to  State  libraries  of 
having  the  same  work  printed  for  all  the  States. 

VoUdf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  notify 
the  State  librarians  that  Mr.  Bowker  is  doing  this 
work  at  his  own  expense,  and  to  urge  their  coop- 
eration in  making  the  work  accurate  and  com- 
plete. 

A  number  of  letters  were  read  from  gov- 
ernors, secretaries  of  State,  State  superintendents 
of  education,  and  State  librarians,  approving  the 
work  of  the  Association  and  promising  cooperation. 
Also  letter  from  Chairman  Russell,  of  the  House 
Conunittee  on  Printing,  and  from  the  Postmaster- 
General  as  to  reduction  in  postage  on  library 
books.  Also,  as  a  "  pickle  to  go  with  our  maple 
sugar,'*  an  extract,  remarkable  for  its  discourtesy 
and  its  ignorance  of  the  character,  aims,  and 
methods  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
from  the  report  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Libra- 
rian, Nov.  1889. 

After  discussion  regarding  appointments  of 
State  librarians,  it  was 

VoUd,  That  when  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  in  the 
position  of  State  librarian,  an  impersonal  petition, 
mentioning  no  candidate,  be  made  by  this  Associa- 
tion, that  the  place  be  filled  on  account  of  qualifi- 
cations, and  not  by  reason  of  the  politics  of  the 
applicant,  and  that  the  Executive  Board  inform 
the  members  of  opportunities  for  making  such 
petitions. 

VoUd,  That  if  the  Executive  Board  shall  deem  it 
advisable,  this  Association  shall  meet  in  Decem- 
ber, 1890. 

Votedt  That  the  meedng  in  San  Francisco  be 
called  two  days  before  the  A.  L.  A.,  in  order  to 
give  the  entire  dme  to  the  work  of  this  Association. 
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FRIDAY,  8.^0  A.  If . 

The  following  officers  were  elected : — 

President, 
Melvil  Dewey,  Director  N.  Y.  State  Library. 

Vki- President, 
W:  H.  H.  Taylor,  SUte  Librarian  of  Minnesota. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
C:  C.  Pickett,  Assistant  Librarian  Chicago  Bar 
Association. 

Executive  Board, 
The  above  officers  and 
William  H.  Egle,  State  Librarian  of  Pennsylvania, 
Talbot  H.  Wallis,  ez-State  Librarian  of  California. 
Mr.  Pickett  gave  notice  of  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  changing  the  name  to 
"American  State  and  Law  LibArians'  Associa- 
tion," and  it  was  voted  to  submit  it  for  action  as 
provided  by  the  constitution. 

Voted^  That  those  not  directly  connected  with 


any  State  or  law  library,  but  who  are  specially 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  Association,  be 
cordially  invited  to  attend  the  next  meeting,  and 
join  with  us  in  our  work. 

SATURDAY,  8.45  A.  M. 

Voted^  That  the  Executive  Board  have  power  to 
change  time  and  place  appointed  for  meetings  in 
case  of  urgent  reasons. 

Mr.  Pickett  moved  that  a  meeting  of  State 
librarians  be  called  at  Chicago,  on  or  about  the 
second  Tuesday  in  December,  1890. 

After  protracted  discussion  of  times  and  places, 
it  was  decided  to  leave  the  whole  matter  of 
meetings  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Adjourned,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Executive 
Board. 

The  register  shows  an  attendance  of  3  trustees, 
22  State  librarians  or  assistants,  5  represent- 
ing law  library  interests,  beside  others  interested 
in  the  special  work  of  this  section. 


TRUSTEES'   SECTION,   A.  L.  A. 


A  meeting  of  trustees  of  libraries  present  at  the 
twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  "  Trustees*  Section." 
There  were  present  Dr.  Herbert  B.  Adams,  trus- 
tee of  Amherst  College,  Mass.  (Prof.  History  Johns 
Hopkins  Univ.) ;  N.  H.  Cooke,  Public  Library  of 
Hinsdale,  111.;  Thomas  B.  Garland,  Public  Li- 
brary of  Dover,  N.  H. ;  John  M.  Glenn,  New 
Mercantile  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  E.  C.  Hovey, 
Public  Library  of  Brookline,  Mass. ;  Rev.  Henry 
F.  Jenks,  Public  Library  of  Canton,  Mass. ;  J.  C. 
Kittredge,  Public  Library  of  Tewksbury,  Mass.; 
Jas.  P.  Parmenter,  Public  Library  of  Arlington, 
Mass. ;  Pliny  T.  Sexton,  Regent  of  University  of 
State  of  N.  Y.,  Palmyra,  N.  Y.;  Miss  D.  K. 
Sherman,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  N.  Y.  City;  Charles  C. 
Soule,  Public  Library  of  Brookline,  Mass. 

Mr.  Sexton  was  elected  temporary  Chairman, 
and  Mr.  Glenn,  temporary  Secretary. 

It  was  moved  that  this  Association  be  called 
••  The  Trustees'  Section  of  the  American  Library 
Association,**  and  that  it  be  composed  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  L.  A.  who  are,  or  have  been,  or  at 
any  time  shall  be,  members  of  governing  boards 
of  libranes.    Adopted. 

It  was  moved  that  the  temporary  officers  be 
elected  to  the  same  positions  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Adopted. 

It  was  moved  that  the  President  and  Secretary 


should  constitute  the  Executive  Committee,  with 
full  powers.    Adopted. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  report  to  the 
general  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  the  organization, 
and  names  of  members  of  the  section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hovey,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  trustees  of  libraries  attending 
the  Twelfth  Annual  Conference  of  the  American 
Library  Association  having  been  deeplv  impressed 
with  the  benefit  which  these  meetmgs  confer 
upon  the  librarians  of  the  countrv,  and  realizing 
that  the  benefit  derived  is  eventually  for  the  public 
good,  earnestly  urge  upon  their  fellow-trustees 
the  great  importance  of  sending  their  librarians  to 
these  conferences,  and  to  pay  their  expenses  and 
give  them  the  time  in  addition  to  their  regular 
vacation.  And  realizing  the  benefit  which  they 
themselves  have  derived  from  these  meetings, 
they  earnestly  ur^e  upon  their  fellow-trustees 
throughout  the  United  States  the  importance  to 
them  and  their  libraries  of  trustees  also  attend- 
ing these  annual  conferences. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  append  to  this 
resolution  the  names  of  the  members  present,  and 
to  endeavor  to  get  permission  to  add  their  names 
thereto  from  all  trustees  who  were  present  during 
the  current  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

It  was  moved  that  the  papers  read  Sept.  12, 
1890,  with  reference  to  the  relation  of  trustees  to 
libraries,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  organ- 
ization and  proceedings  of  the  first  meeting  of  the 
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Trustees'  Section,  be  printed  immediately,  and 
distributed  to  libraries  and  trustees.    Adopted. 

Mr.  Soule  and  Mr.  Glenn  were  s4>pointed  a  com- 
mittee to  have  printed  and  distributed  these  pa- 
pers; and  $55  were  subscribed  by  the  members 
present  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  this 
work. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Note. —  All  trustees  and  members  of  governing 
boards  of  libraries  of  any  kind  are  invited  to  unite 


with  us  in  perfectmg  and  strengthening  this  organ- 
ization; and  those  who  are  willing  to  do  so,  are 
requested  to  send  to  our  Secretary,  Mr.  Glenn, 
with  their  names  and  official  designations,  $2,  the 
annual  fee  needed  to  constitute  them  members  of 
the  A.  L.  A.,  of  which  we  are  a  section. 

Puny  T.  Sixton,  Chairman^ 
Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
John  M.  Glenn,  Secretary^ 
12  St  Paul  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


NEW    YORK    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


THURSDAY    AFTKRNOON. 

Pres.  Dewey,  on  taking  the  chair,  described 
the  movement  which  resulted  last  July  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Association  at  Albany,  and  the 
favorable  circumstances  under  which  it  began  its 
work  for  the  880  libraries  in  New  York.  He  then 
introduced  the  first  topic, 

STATE    CLEARING-HOUSES    FOR    DUPLICATES, 

and  showed  that  the  work  of  receiving,  arrangmg, 
and  distributing  duplicates  could  be  done  effect- 
ively  and  successfully  only  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  by  an  officer  especially  selected  for  that 
purpose  at  the  State  library. 

A  Member. —  Is  it  proposed  to  catalog  dupli- 
cates? 

Pres.  Dewey.— That  would  be  too  expen- 
sive. My  idea  is  to  make  brief  slips  of  the 
books  received,  to  send  to  a  library  a  package  of 
the  slips  for  any  subject,  and  after  it  has  made  its 
selection  to  forward  the  volumes.  Again,  a  libra- 
rian gets  together  ^md  sends  his  duplicates  to  the 
capital.  He  is  informed  that  he  has,  say  |6o,  to  his 
credit;  he  looks  over  our  100,000  duplicates  and 
picks  out  what  he  wants,  up  to  |6a 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.—  We  have  many  tons  of 
pamphlets.  To  simply  cord  them  up  took  over  a 
week. 

A  Member. —  If  a  librarian  had  books  of  con- 
siderable value,  he  might  want  to  put  some  price 
on  them. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  If  dissatisfied  with  the  price 
given  them  by  the  expert,  he  can  easily  buy  them 
back  at  the  same  figure.  Every  State  has  tons  of 
printed  matter  that  it  does  not  want,  and  very 
often  choice  things  are  destroyed.  Many  people 
clear  their  book-shelves  and  throw  away  pam- 
phlets which  librarians  are  delighted  to  have. 

A.  L.Pbck.^1  wanted  a  certain  number  to 
complete  a  set  of  pamphlets,  and  the  dealera 


asked  me  I9  for  it.  In  a  house  cleaning  I  found 
that  number  in  %  grate.  If  we  could  send  to  the 
State  library  all  we  do  not  want  and  select  what 
we  need,  the  privilege  would  be  invaluable. 

Pres.  Dewey.— The  State,  by  paying  a  trained 
man  to  do  this  kind  of  work,  would  give  its 
duplicates  twenty  times  their  present  value.  One 
of  the  brightest  and  broadest  of  the  professors  at 
Columbia  once  spoke  of  a  lot  of  waste  pamphlets 
he  had.  A  gentleman,  looking  anxiously  for  certain 
things  in  that  line,  spoke  to  him  about  them. 
"I  have  been  all  over  them,"  said  he,  "with 
the  greatest  care ;  there  is  not  a  thing  there  that 
is  of  the  slightest  use."  "  But,"  says  the  other, 
"  will  you  let  me  have  them  if  I  send  for  them  ? " 
"  Certainly,  send  for  them ;  but  I  am  ashamed  to 
give  such  rubbish  to  any  one,  for  I  have  taken  out 
everything  of  value.**  They  were  brought  and 
dumped  in  a  comer.  Before  half  of  them  had 
been  looked  over  $13  worth  of  pamphlets  were 
found  that  had  been  ordered,  and  for  which  the 
gentleman  was  waiting  a  chance  to  pay.  It  is  a 
most  pernicious  policy  for  a  librarian  to  assume 
to  say  of  a  lot  of  pamphlets.  Send  that  to  the  paper 
mill,  we  don't  need  it.  He  should  pay  close 
attention  to  what  he  thinks  is  valuable,  and  send 
the  rest  to  an  impartial  authority. 

On  motion  it  was  unanimously 

Voted^  That  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity be  requested  to  establish  a  clearing-house  for 
duplicates,  and  to  offer  to  librarians  the  privilege 
of  sending  to  this  clearing-house  all  publications 
for  which  they  have  no  use. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  While  much  interested  in  the 
idea  as  already  elaborated,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  it  may  be  pushed  still  further.  Among  small 
libraries,  whose  resources  are  limited,  there  may 
be  those  that  will  at  times  find  upon  their  shelves 
books  which  have  been  read  in  the  community, 
hav«  oeated  to  be  of  special  qm  thera»  and  whidi 
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it  would  be  well  to  exchange  for  other  books* 
Could  not  the  clearing-house  be  useful  in  that 
direction  ? 

Pres.  Dkwky. — There  may  be  a  scientific  Ger- 
man periodical  in  a  library  in  a  community  where 
there  is  not  a  man  that  can  read  it  Some  libraries 
have  gifts  of  excellent  novels,  when  they  use  only 
scientific  books.  Two  libraries  like  these  could  send 
into  the  clearing-house  what  each  did  not  require, 
and  take  what  each  needed. 

CO-OPKRATION     BETWEEN    THE    LIBRARIES    AND 

THE    EDUCATIONAL    INSTITUTIONS   OP 

THE   STATE. 

A.  L.  Peck.— The  State  of  New  York 
annually  sends  out  a  trained  corps  of  teachers  to 
give  instruction  at  teachers*  institutes.  I  suggest 
that  these  instructors  be  requested  to  give  at  least 
one  session,  or  part  of  a  session,  to  showing  the 
usefulness  of  the  library  to  the  public  sdiool. 
Let  the  teachers  interest  themselves  in  the  reading 
of  the  children,  and  in  this  manner  mterest  the 
children  in  what  is  most  helpful  and  elevating. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  Regents  have  lately  intro- 
duced in  the  academies  of  the  State  a  new  course 
in  American  and  in  English  literature,  and  a 
course  in  English  reading.  Both  look  in  this 
direction.  The  proposition  to  do  this  was  most 
wfumly  endorsed  by  the  principals  who  considered 
it  The  country  is  ripe  for  this  thing.  The  best 
teachers  are  all  anxious  to  cooperate  with  us,  as 
witness  the  admirable  address  of  Senator  Patterson 
the  other  night 

SHALL   THE  STATE  GRANT  SUBSIDIES  TO  PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES  CONTROLLED  BY  INDIVIDUALS? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Most  of  you  know  that  some 
States  feel  apprehensive  of  this  giving  of  bounties. 
The  New  York  law  began  by  granting  to  the 
larger  libraries  in  the  larger  cities  a  subsidy  of 
$5,000  for  every  75,000  volumes  circulated,  and 
later,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Peck,  who  is  with 
us,  the  law  was  extended  to  smaller  libraries  on 
the  basis  of  |i,ooo  for  each  15,000  of  circulation 

A.  L.  Peck. —  For  the  last  fifteen  years  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  a  teacher  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Board  of  Regents.  During 
that  time  I  had  the  selection  of  all  the  books  and 
all  the  apparatus  that  has  been  bought  with  the 
Regents'  money,  and  with  the  appropriation  of 
my  own  dty.  You  will  remember  that  the 
Regents  first  published  a  small  manual  called  the 
Univtrsity  MatmaL  In  that  manual  you  will  find 
A  list  of  books.    The  Regents  recommended  that 


all  books  purchased  with  their  money  for  union 
schools  should  be  selected  from  this  list.  They 
then  got  out  a  second  edition.  This  was  enlarged. 
Finally  the  list  became  so  large  that  it  was  printed 
as  a  separate  book.  I  believe  every  cent  of  money 
spent  for  books  was  well  spent.  The  books  were 
constantly  used.  I  also  believe  that  libraries  with 
these  subsidies  have  no  right  whatever  to  purchase 
books  that  would  be  worthless  or  injurious  to  the 
community.  I  think  that  the  Board  of  Regents 
should  annually  prepare  a  list  of  books,  and  that 
only  books  mentioned  therein  should  be  counted 
in  awarding  the  subsidy.  The  State  should  act  as 
a  supervisory  board  in  the  selection  of  books,  and 
librarians  alive  to  this  question,  who  are  willing 
to  improve  the  public  taste,  will  fall  in  line 
immediately. 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE. —  Of  the  expediency  of  censor- 
ship I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  because  it  is 
perfectly  plain  to  my  mind  that  the  generosity  of 
the  State  of  New  York  has  been  abused,  and  is 
being  abused,  in  some  libraries  which  are  bene- 
ficiaries. A  class  of  books  circulate  with  great 
freedom  which  should  not  be  in  the  hands  of  our 
young  people.  To  have  a  censorship  is  a  wise 
thing,  which  I  hope  may  be  arranged.  It  certainly 
could  not  be  done  in  the  manner  Mr.  Peck 
suggests,  by  a  list,  because  that  would  cut  out  a 
very  large  number  of  new  publications.  Stanley's 
book,  for  instance,  could  not  be  purchased  under 
such  a  censorship,  until  it  had  appeared  on  the 
list.  What  would  be  right  in  a  school  library 
might  not  be  right  in  another  library.  A  censor- 
ship over  such  a  library  as  mine  must  be  exercised 
in  a  different  way.  I  think  the  board  of  super- 
visors should  be  named  and  elected  by  the  State, 
of  perhaps  by  the  Board  of  Regents  themselves. 
In  either  case  this  board  should  inquire  into  the 
actual  circulation  of  every  library  that  receives 
subsidies  from  the  State. 

Pres.  Dewey.— The  recent  action  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  indicates  that  this  supervision  is 
in  their  line.  They  expect  every  library  that 
enjoys  the  privileges  of  exemption  from  taxation 
to  make  a  sufficient  report  to  the  proper  officer. 
I  believe  that  officer  should  be  the  State  Librarian. 
As  soon  as  competent  librarians  can  be  put  in 
charge  of  the  work,  they  should  make  sworn 
reports  of  the  facts.  These  reports  would  be 
made  a  basis  to  determine  what  libraries  should 
enjoy  from  the  State  further  advantages.  Again, 
in  case  of  secondary  schools,  we  issue  a  certificate 
giving  the  standing  of  each,  after  inspection  by 
the  Regents'  inspector.    In  that  way  onca  a  year 
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we  might  get  sworn  reports  from  the  libraries,  and 
those  circulating  proper  books  in  a  proper  way 
could  be  entitled  to  various  privileges. 

Miss  £.  M.  CoE.~That  would  be  the  better 
way  for  the  school  libraries,  because  it  gives  more 
scope  to  the  teacher  himself.  He  knows  the 
needs  of  his  scholars  and  what  books  are  best  for 
them.  He  should  have  perfect  liberty  in  the 
purchase  of  his  books ;  but  he  should  come  under 
the  ban  if  he  did  not  show  good  judgment  in  their 
purchase. 

Pres.  Dewky.—  Would  not  the  case  be  met  by 
a  very  full  list  of  books,  constantly  enlarged? 
You  instance  Stanley's  book.  That  book  is 
known  as  safe  and  desirable,  before  it  is  printed 
and  could  be  placed  on  the  list.  Scholars  could 
thus  have  it  promptly.  Then  a  school  that  has  to 
buy  |ioo  worth  of  books  has  a  wide  freedom;  and 
as  fast  as  a  teacher  sees  a  book  that  ought  to  go 
on  there  it  is  immediately  added.  It  would  be 
thus  easy  to  weed  out  anything  improper  from  the 
list  selected. 

Prof.  BiSBEE. — Can  you  dodge  the  religious 
issue  on  this  question  of  censorship  ? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  One  way  to  dodge  it  is  to  omit 
all  partisan  books. 

A  Member. —  In  the  subject  of  history,  Boston 
finds  it  difficult  to  arrange  that  matter. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Some  people  would  reject  the 
Bible  on  the  same  score. 

Prof.  BisBEE. —  Would  it  be  possible  to  secure 
harmony  without  the  exclusion  of  all  religious 
books  ?  Would  not  that  be  a  very  decided  bar  to 
this  whole  matter  of  censorship  ?  I  do  not  see  how 
it  could  be  done  in  a  city  like  Manchester  in  this 
State,  under  the  municipal  government. 

W.  S.  BiscoE. —  It  seems  to  me  there  would 
not  be  great  difficulty  in  a  majority  of  cases.  The 
libraries  are  ready  to  put  into  their  collections 
books  written  from  a  different  standpoint.  Ob- 
jection is  made  only  to  very  strongly  partisan  books. 
On  the  lines  of  general  historical  work  there 
would  be  no  particular  difficulty. 


A  Member. —  Suppose  a  condition  of  affairs 
where  the  Catholics  were  in  the  majority,  and 
wanted  the  censorship  ? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  If  they  were  a  majority  in  the 
State,  and  were  pa3ring  the  largest  amount  of 
taxes,  some  think  they  ought  to  have  it. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  It  had  not  occurred  to  me  that 
any  one  supposed  the  censorship  would  go  beyond 
the  interests  of  morality  in  the  selection  of  books 
that  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  young 
people.  I  do  not  think  the  State  would  assume 
to  say  certain  books  should  not  be  placed  in  the 
library,  but  would  refuse  to  grant  any  public 
money  by  reason  of  the  addition  of  such  books. 
Libraries  draw  public  money  only  in  proportion  to 
the  books  approved  by  the  State. 

A.  L.  Peck  read  a  very  entertaining  paper  on 

EARLY  LIBRARIES  IN  NEW  YORK. 

On  motion  of  D.  V.  R.  Johnston, 

Fo^d,  That  the  Association  incorporate  into  its 
by-laws  and  rules  a  provision  that  it  meet  each 
vear  with  the  A.  L.  A.  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
both  home  and  foreign  missionary  work;  to  eet 
New  York  librarians  at  the  convention,  and  also 
to  disseminate  the  principles  of  library  work 
through  the  State. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  trustees  will  send  the  li- 
brarians, because  they  not  only  go  to  the  National 
Association  but  to  the  New  York  Association. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  The  annual  meeting  for  the 
election  of  officers  might  profitably  be  held  during 
the  University  Convocation  at  Albany,  when  we 
have  a  larger  attendance  of  members  of  the 
Association.  I  feel  much  interested  in  this  work, 
and  think  that  many  others,  not  librarians,  but 
deeply  interested  in  the  subject,  will  be  gathered 
at  the  Convocation,  while  very  few  would  be  found 
at  the  meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  I  would  therefore 
move  that  the  annual  meeting  and  annual  election 
be  at  the  time  of  the  University  Convocation. 
Passed. 

Vifted,  That  the  present  officers  continue  until 
the  time  of  the  next  meeting. 

yoUd,  That  Geo.  B.  Gallup  be  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
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THE  SOCIAL  MEETING. 


FRIDAY  EVENING. 

The  spacious  dining-room  at  Fabyan*s,  and  the 
cosy  -corner  in  the  entrance  hall,  with  its  attractive 
fireplace,  offered  many  facilities  for  social  inter- 
course, which  were  constantly  improved  during 
the  week  of  the  conference.  The  social  feature 
of  the  meeting,  however,  was  the  entertainment 
admirably  planned  by  a  special  committee,  and 
successfully  carried  out  on  Friday  evening.  Meet- 
ing in  the  parlor  at  7.00  p.  M.,  the  Association 
proceeded  to  the  dining-hall  in  a  procession  so 
long  that  it  seemed  to  those  at  the  end  of  the  line 
the  capacity  of  that  apartment  was  to  be  seriously 
tested.  All,  however,  were  finally  seated  about 
the  tables,  skillfully  arranged  with  reference  to 
the  subsequent  speeches.  Grace  was  said  by  Rev. 
H.  F.  Jenks,  and  ample  justice  done  the  excellent 
menu  offered  by  the  Messrs.  Barron.  The  post- 
prandial exercises  were  conducted  by  Dr.  L.  H. 
Steiner,  who  read  a  pseudo  letter  of  instructions 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  festivities  which  dealt 
sharp  hits  right  and  left.  The  following  gentle- 
men then  made  remarks  of  the  typical  after-dinner 
order,  pleasant  to  hear,  hard  to  report :  F.  M. 
Crunden,  M.  D.  Bisbee,  J.  P.  Dunn,  Melvil  Dewey, 
Mellen  Chamberlain,  P.  T.  Sexton,  C.  D.  Vail, 
H.  B.  Adams,  W.  I.  Fletcher,  and  W.  F.  Poole. 
The  speeches  were  interspersed  with  the  singing 
of  selections  from  the  forthcoming  A.  L.  A.  song- 
book,  to  familiar  tunes.   After  a  brief  intermission 


the  members  re-assembled  in  the  parlor,  where 
the  gentlemen  had  the  pleasure  of  five-minute 
interviews,  after  the  manner  described  on  page 
240  of  the  Library  journal  for  1890,  with  the 
"living  literature"  represented  by  the  following 
titles:  "Golden  butterfly,"  "  Middlemarch," 
"Gold  Elsie."  "Portrait  of  a  lady,"  "Moods," 
"  Initials,"  "  But  yet  a  woman,"  "  Essay  on  man," 
"  Figs  and  thistles,"  "  Harvard  graduates  I  have 
known,"  "  Three  feathers,"  "  Heartsease,"  "  Inno- 
cence abroad,"  "  Oliver  Twist,"  "  Looking  back- 
ward," "The  ring  and  the  book,"  "Vice  versa," 
"  Heart  of  the  White  Mountains,"  "  Chain 
bearer,"  "  Portraits  of  places,"  "  Two  daughters  of 
one  race,"  "  In  darkest  Africa,"  "  We  two,"  "  Ferns 
of  North  America,"  "Cutter's  rules,"  "Old  maid's 
paradise,"  "Wing  and  wing,"  "Lamplighter," 
"  Pair  of  blu^  eyes,"  "  American  notes,"  "  Hannah 
Thurston,"  "Norwood,"  "Flowers,  fruits,  and 
leaves,"  "  It  is  never  too  late  to  mend,"  "  Ivanhoe," 
"  Moonstone,"  "  Florentine  Mosaic,"  "  Plain  tales 
from  the  hills,"  "Broken  chains,"  "She,"  "A 
faded  leaf."  The  award  for  the  most  apt  repre- 
sentation of  the  title  chosen  was  voted  to  Mrs. 
Whitney,  of  Kansas  City,  who  was  charmingly 
attired  as  "She."  A  close  second  was  Mrs. 
Melvil  Dewey,  who  simply  carried  a  toy  hoe,  of 
course  personating  "  I*ve  an  hoe." 

Dancing  and  conversation  prolonged  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  evening  till  a  late  hour. 


THE  POST-CONFERENCE  EXCURSION* 


BY  MARY  IMOGEN  CRANDALL,   LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  BROOKLYN  INSTITUTE. 


T  IBRARIANS  are  modest  creatures,  and  have 
•^-^  no  idea  of  posing  as  suitable  story-book  ma- 
terial ;  yet  who  can  more  appropriately  preserve  in 
a  prosaic  age  the  atmosphere  and  traditions  of 
poetry  and  romance  than  the  guardians  of 
books  ?  And  so  is  it  not  very  natural  and  proper 
that  the  annual  pleasuring  of  librarians  should 
have,  as  it  does,  a  sort  of  Robin  Hood  flavor,  in 
its  freedom  and  gayety,  its  good  fellowship  and 
unconventionality  ?  And  what  journey  could  be 
devised  in  modern  times  more  like  that  of  the  magic 
carpet  of  the  "  Arabian  nights,"  than  the  one  of 
the  lucky  librarian  for  whom  a  beneficent  board  of 


trustees  dispatches  a  mysterious  bit  of  paper  to 
"the  library  centre  of  the  country,"  and  who 
straightway  sets  forth  on  his  journey  and  accom- 
plishes a  royal  progress,  without  money  and  with- 
out price  —  no  sordid  bills  to  settle ;  np  trouble- 
some trunks  to  check ;  not  a  thought  to  give  any- 
thing—  his  only  duty  to  eat,  drink,  and  make  him- 
self agreeable;  for  lo,  a  soulless  corporation  is 
his  servitor,  and  bids  him  do  this,  and  straightway 
he  doeth  it,  and  go  thither,  and  behold,  he  goeth, 
and  so  avoids  that  greatest  trial  of  a  truly  soulful 
librarian  on  a  vacation  — deciding  what  to  do  and 
where  to  go.    And  then  all  this  pleasant  and  care- 
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free  journey  is  taken  with  a  choice  company  of 
the  elect,  those  clever  and  congenial  people  who 
constitute  the  noble  army  of  book-lovers,  and 
who  are,  indeed,  the  chosen  out  of  all  the  earth. 
Truly,  the  joumeyings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  "  worthy 
of  the  golden  prime  of  good  Haroun  Alraschid," 
and  the  September  journey  of  1890  surpasses  all 
its  predecessors  in  the  picturesque  quality  of  its 
method  and  setting. 

A  living  writer  successfully  accomplished  the 
description  of  the  ''Strange  adventures  of  a 
phaeton ; "  but  there  has  lived  but  one,  I  believe, 
who  could  grapple  with  the  much  more  exalted 
and  comprehensive  theme,  the  "  Strange  ad- 
ventures of  three  tally-hos,"  and  that  one  unfort- 
unately died  some  five  centuries  ago.  All  the 
efforts  of  our  Recording  Secretary  to  come  into 
communication  with  the  spirit  of  this  Great 
Departed,  and  induce  him  to  undertake  the  nar- 
rative of  the  A.  L.  A.  excursion  as  the  theme  of 
an  epic  poem  have  proved  unavailing.  He  was 
not  to  be  found  "  With  the  Immortals  *'  whom  Mr. 
Crawford's  electrical  researches  have  again  ren- 
dered visible  to  mortal  eyes,  and  we  can  only 
imagine  how  the  tale  of  our  mountain  pilgrimage 
would  be  told  by  Chaucer.  Might  it  not  fitly 
begin?:— 

Whan  that  Septembre  with  his  schowres  twoote 
**lie  drought  of  August  perceth  to  th 
-  Byfel  uax  in  that  sesoun  on  a  day 


The  drought  of  August  perceth  to  the  roote  — 
—  Byfel  uax  in  that  sesoun  on  a  dar 
In  Hampshire,  at  the  Profile,  as  I  lay, 


Redy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Jefferson  with  ful  devout  corage. 
At  night  was  come  into  that  hosteirie, 


Wei  nyne  and  thirty  in  a  compainye 

Of  sondry  folk,  by  aventure  i-falle 

In  felaweschipe.  and  pilgrims  were  thei  alle 

That  high  on  tally-ho  coaches  wolden  ryde. 

His  modem  pilgrims  having  increased  by  the 

addition  of    ten,  he  might  this    time    think   it 

"  accordaunt  to  resoun  "  to  omit  something  of  the 

"  Condidoun  of  eche  of  hem, 
And  which  they  weren,  and  of  what  degre ; 
And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were  mne,"— 

but  could  not  omit  to  state  how  ^  wel  we  weren 

esed  atte  best" 

What  a  crowning  touch  to  the  Aladdin's  carpet 

journey  if  Chaucer  only  would  appear  to  tell  its 

story  I    With  what  deft  touches  could  he  depict 

our  Monk,  **  to  ben  an  abbot  able ;"  our  Sergeant 

of  Lawe,  "  war  and  wys ;"  our  Doctour  of  Physik ; 

our  learned  clerks  of  Oxenford,  with  "  bookes  blak 

and    reede;'*    our    Nonnes    and    Prioresses   so 

"  amyable  of  port,"  and  he,  who,  as  they  sang  the 

"  servise  divyne,"  bare  to  them  "  a  stif  burdoun, 

was  nevere  trompe  of  half  so  gret  a  soun."    But 

the  great  magician  will  not  be  wooed;  a  plain 

grey  glass%must  suffice  the  unfinished  window  in 


Aladdin'^  tower,  and  we  must  *'forther  in  this 
talS  pace,**  abandoning  the  hope  of  such  pleasant 
company,  but  following  once  again  in  the  foot- 
prints of  that  early  narrator,  for— 

"At  a  Knifl^t  than  wol  we  first  bygynne.** 

The  night  at  which  we  begin,  is  the  Saturday 
night  at  the  Profile  House,  and  an  excellent  be- 
ginning for  the  recreation  half  of  the  conference 
it  proved.  A  railway  ride  of  a  few  minutes,  dur- 
ing which  we  obtained  refreshing  glimpses  of  a 
wooded  wilderness  with  mountain  streams  and 
lakelets,  transferred  us  from  the  bustle  and  confu- 
sion, and  the  prosaic  surroimdings  of  Fabyan*s  to 
the  calm  serenity  of  the  Profile  House.  A  chorus 
of  acclamations  bore  witness  to  the  pleasant  im- 
pression made  upon  us,  and  from  that  time  the 
disposition  "  care  and  toil  to  lay  aside,**  became 
increasingly  manifest.  At  supper,  a  viand  with 
the  beguiling  title,  *'  coddled  apples,"  was  in  popu- 
lar demand,  and  a  further  yielding  to  the  flesh  was 
evidenced  by  an  early  adjournment  of  the  tired 
party  to  the  Land  of  Nod.  Indeed,  the  atmos- 
phere was  so  inimical  to  a  resigned  acceptance  of 
care  and  toil  as  one's  lot  in  life,  that  the  recently 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Association  was  moved  to 
cast  his  burden  from  him  without  further  delay, 
and  during  the  stilly  watches  of  the  night  arose 
and  thrust  his  unqualified  resignation  beneath  the 
door  of  the  president-elect. 

Sunday  broke  bright  and  dear,  and  was  the  one 
jewel  set  solitaire  in  the  prevailing  cloud  effects 
of  our  mountain  sojourn.  Those  who  properly 
observed  the  day  went  reverently  and  alone  be- 
fore breaking  their  fast  to  question  fate  in  the 
form  of  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain.  If  from 
his  stern  face  set  towards  the  sky  and  the  ever- 
lasting hills,  there  came  down  any  reply,  the 
questioners  have  never  said. 

The  devotional  exercises  of  the  day  began  early, 
with  a  Sunday-school  class  conducted  during  the 
intervals  of  breakfast  by  the  President,  assisted  by 
a  member  of  the  Cornell  University  faculty.  The 
class  originated  in  a  praiseworthy  endeavor  to 
convert  from  his  cannibalistic  tendencies  the 
Epicurean  from  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love  who 
announced  that  he  was  engaged  on  "the  first 
Christian  steak  he  had  tasted  since  leaving 
Philadelphia!" 

How  to  absorb  in  one  short  day  the  greatest 
possible  share  of  the  beauty  of  the  Franconia 
mountains  was  a  puzzling  problem  to  our  party. 
As  the  roads  were  rather  wet,  the  majority  decided 
to  drive  to  the  Flume,  the  Pool,  and  the  Basin* 
in  the  morning,  and  to  take  a  mountain  climb  in 
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the  afternoon.  The  drive  was  of  sbgular  beauty  and 
interest.  The  wet  leaves  of  the  trees  were  shining 
in  the  nu>ming  light,  and  here  and  there  a  brilliant 
scarlet  or  golden  bough  flamed  out  sunid  the  green. 
The  hidden  Pemigewasset  made  charming  music 
for  all  who  had  an  ear  to  give  it,  and  now  and 
again  smiled  shyly  at  us  from  among  sheltering 
trees  and  fringing  lichens.  After  exploring  the 
rocky  fissure  down  which  the  Flume  Brook  rushes, 
up  to  the  point  where  enthusiasm  was  either 
dampened  or  drenched,  according  to  the  loftiness 
of  its  flight,  the  party  resolved  itself  into  chapters 
for  contemplation  and  sun-baths  on  the  lower 
rocks.  Afterward,  through  the  media  of  ginger 
ale  and  other  mystic  rites,  a  number  of  the  ladies 
were  installed  as  regular  members  of  the  Agre- 
garian  Libation  Association  by  one  of  its  past 
masters. 

A  brief  inspection  of  the  Pool  and  the  Basin 
need  not  detain  us,  for  a  hasty  reference  to  any 
trustworthy  guide-book  will  remind  the  forgetful 
visitor  that  the  "  Stygian  Pool  is  surrounded  by 
clififs  whose  shadows  enhance  its  weirdness  and 
gloom,"  while  the  Basm  is  **  filled  with  cold  and 
pellucid  green  water.**  If  we  did  not  pause  to 
coin  poetic  phrases  in  which  to  describe  their 
charms  as  well  as  others',  was  there  not  Stan- 
King,  and  Ward,  and  Ticknor,  lurking  about  in 
comers,  so  ready  to  "interpret,"  and  to  whom 
we  could  grant  a  protracted  audience,  when  we 
had  bidden  the  mountains  a  long  farewell  —  but 
dinner  mA  a  poem,  the  interpretation  of  which 
might  not  be  deferred  however  long  protracted. 
On  comparing  notes  with  the  select  minority,  who 
in  the  morning  hours  went  up  into  a  mountain, 
their  report  —  with  the  trifling  exception  in  re- 
gard to  a  "  standard  luncheon  "  not  quite  meet- 
ing the  high  bibliographical  standard —  was  of  so 
enviable  a  character  that  some  of  the  mundane 
majori^  were  fain  to  confess  that  they,  too,  would 
gladly  have  attended  divine  service  on  the  moun- 
tain peaks. 

The  tramp  to  Bald  Mountain  was  at  a  fortunate 
hour.  The  level  ra3rs  of  the  afternoon  sun  flooded 
the  northern  valleys  with  a  sea  of  light,  and 
threw  dark  contrasting  shadows  across  the  crags 
and  ravines  of  Mt.  Lafayette ;  while  every  tip  of 
foliage  in  the  green  gulf  below  us  was  thrown  up 
in  exquisite  relief.  As  we  lingered  until  the  sun 
had  almost  set,  the  distinction  between  the  aspir- 
ing and  the  grovelling  souls  was  clearly  brought 
out  The  latter  huddled  themselves  into  some 
sort  of  rickety  wooden  concern,  de^idng  the  brow 
of  the  hill,  and   pored  over  ''Baedekers;"   the 


former,  carefully  adjusting  this  group  into  the 

background,  established  themselves  on  the  eternal 

rocks,  and  obeyed  that  latest  mandate  of  the  dear 

old  Autocrat^ 

"  Look  on  the  mountains :  bette^  far  than  tpeedi 
Their  silent  promiseiof  eternal  peace." 

A  brisk  descent  through  shadowy  woods  brought 
us  down  to  Echo  Lake  just  in  time  to  see  a  glori- 
ous flush  of  rosy  sunset  color  reflected  in  its  shin- 
ing waters,  while  the  wonderful  echoes  wakened 
by  the  bugle  were  floating  back  from  cliff,  to  cliff. 
The  sudden  burst  of  beauty  brought  a  sudden 
hush  of  spirit,  as  though  we  stood  at  the  entrance 
of  some  great  cathedral ;  and  no  one  blamed  the 
feeling  of  the  spectator  whose  devotions  we  inter- 
rupted, who  turned  away  quietly  as  we  appeared, 
saying,  "You  11  spoil  it  I"  When  the  rose  color 
faded  from  Echo  Lake,  we  watched  the  marvelous 
changing  crimson-purple  hues  on  Eagle  Cliff,  and 
so  on  in  silence  through  the  twilight,  until  "  a  new 
planet  swam  into  our  ken,"  shining  through  the 
Notch,  and  we  went  in  to  the  blazing  logs,  and  the 
admonishing  of  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs. 

Monday  morning  brought  a  time  of  general 
parting  and  hasty  leave  taking.  The  attractions 
of  the  Profile  House  still  held  a  number ;  a  small 
party  decamped  to  Breezy  Hill,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  busy  mortals  must  hasten  back  to  the  dusty 
towns.  But  the  noble  nine-and-thirty, "  warranted 
to  wash,  all  wool,  and  a  yard  or  so  wide,"  just  filled 
the  assembled  drags.  There  was  the  Crawford 
House  coach  drawn  by  handsome  bays,  the  artful 
Smuggler  and  the  coquettish  Daisy  to  lead,  the 
steady  General  and  the  tricky  Colonel  for  wheel- 
ers, and  the  musical  driver,  so  fond  of  "Mush, 
mush,  mush,  tu-re-li-ah-dy ; "  the  six  Fabjran  grays, 
decked  with  yellow  plumes,  and  driven  by  a 
picturesque  villain  in  a  slouch  hat;  and  the  Twin 
Mountain  vehicle  drawn  by  mingled  grays  and 
bays  sporting  green  plumes, —  and  fated  to  encoun 
ter  whatever  trifling  accidents  came  in  our  way. 
And  then  there  was  Carlo,  a  running  attachment 
to  the  Fabyan  coach,  and  the  baggage  wagon 
steered  by  "  Louis,"  who  "knows  enough  to  drive 
a  tally-ho,  but  has  n't  the  nerve ; "  and  lastly,  there 
were  the  thirty-nine,  producing  the  impression  of 
six  hundred,  with  bags,  and  bundles,  and  mackin- 
toshes untold.  Napoleon  or  Mr.  Gladstone  might 
have  evinced  dismay  if  he  had  been  suddenly 
asked  what  was  to  go  where,  and  who,  on  which. 
Not  so  Maj.-Gen.  H.  £.  Davidson,  the  accom- 
plished tactician.  With  a  calm  and  practiced  eye  he 
surveys  the  group,  gently  but  firmly  packs  each 
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coach.  A  dalcet  voice  in  the  advance  caravan 
starts  the  cry,  "  Hark,  I  hear  a  voice  *way  up  in 
the  mountain-top  I  **  and  behold  we  are  merrily 
tooling  toward  the  "ultima  Thule  of  grandeur/* 
Jefferson  Hill. 

That  first  forenoon  gave  us  the  finest  views  of 
all  our  journey.  Such  magnificent  stretches  of 
mountains,  distant  enough  to  appear  in  heavenly 
hues,  and  given  an  aspect  of  poetic  mystery  by 
the  light,  wreathing  mists  which  softened  every 
ruggedness.  And  all  along  our  nearer  route 
September  had  stationed  his  royal  standard- 
bearers,  golden-rod  and  asters,  to  greet  us,  and 
we  moved  through  a  maze  of  dainty  color ;  or,  if 
nature  needed  brightening,  there  was  the  gay 
tally-ho  winding  ahead,  a  picture  in  itself,  with 
the  bright  cap  on  some  fair  lady's  crown  furnish- 
ing the  "  red  note  *'  so  dear  to  Whistler.  Like 
the  girl  on  the  Grand  Canal  in  Venice,  we  "simply 
drank  it  all  in,  and  life  never  seemed  so  full 
before."  Yet  every  one  arrived  at  the  Waumbeck 
House  with  a  famous  appetite  for  a  delicious 
dinner.  A  pleasant  incident  of  our  brief  sojourn 
here  was  the  meeting  with  the  aged  Dr.  McCosh, 
who  went  from  table  to  table  greeting  the  libra- 
rians, "without  whom  we  authors  cannot  get 
along.**  At  one  table  we  did  not  recognize 
"  Jamie,'*  and  so,  asking  the  name  of  our  welcom- 
ing host,  were  told :  "  My  books  always  stay  on 
the  shelves  —  McCosh  I  "  The  sight  of  his 
honored  and  kindly  face  was  a  pleasure  to  all  of 
us,  and  added  to  the  home-like,  hospitable  im- 
pression made  on  us  by  this  cheery  hostelry. 

Our  welcome  was  from  the  white-haired  phil- 
osopher ;  and  the  children,  drawing  up  in  a  merry 
group,  gave  us  a  "  send  off  *'  by  letting  loose  the 
Waumbeck  tiger  to  speed  the  parting  guest.  For 
their  benefit  we  displayed  in  return  our  tiger, 
reared  by  the  wayside  — "aI  l1  All  aI  lI  Alt 
Herewegol  I^aA/  Rah!  Rah!  k\  lI  aIII* 

So  on  we  drove  along  Israel's  Rivef,  and  past 
Jefferson  Highlands,  the  clouds  shutting  us  in 
and  darkness  gathering  as  we'  left  the  Moose 
River,  and  carefully  felt  our  way  along  the  wooded 
Peabody,  which  we  could  hear  on  our  right,  rush- 
ing through  what  seemed  a  narrow  gorge.  A 
light  rain  came  on,  but  when  we  left  the  forests  the 
stars  were  shining  brightly,  and  in  less  time  than 
it  requires  for  that  improper  young  person,  who 
chose  such  a  roundabout  way  home  from  Aunt 
Dinah's  quilting  party,  to  reach  her  destination, 
we  had  arrived  at  the  Glen  House.  One  of  the 
coaches,  after  seeing  Nellie  all  the  way  home, 
evidently  tried  to  return  by  way  of  the  "Lost 


Nation  Road,**  for  it  went  very  much  astray.  It 
is  probably  superfluous  to  note  that  the  same  dis- 
tinguished librarian  was  aboard  whom  it  was 
necessary  to  rescue  from  his  steaming  consomm^ 
in  Memphis  on  the  last  excursion. 

It  was  pleasant  to  come  in  from  our  last 
twelve  miles  or  more  in  the  darkness  to  the 
gloriously  blazing  fireplace  of  the  Glen  House, 
and  bask  in  the  warmth  of  that  great  bed  of 
coals  below  the  blaze,  taking  solid  comfort, 
and  suggesting  to  one  another  all  the  vari- 
ous jolly  roasting  frolics  possible  with  such  a 
fire  —  for  somehow  the  mountain  air  did  contrive 
to  give  our  thoughts  a  utilitarian  cast  A  ten 
o'clock  supper,  after  a  forty-three  mile  drive,  put 
us  in  a  mood  to  appreciate  the  superlative  com- 
fort of  the  Glen  House  beds. 

The  bells  of  a  herd  of  cattle  wakened  us  in  the 
morning,  with  a  momentary  impression  that  we 
were  in  Switzerland.  Consulting  our  guide  books, 
we  found  that  we  "  looked  out  on  the  five  highest 
mountains  of  New  England,  which  are  not  masked 
by  any  intervening  objects."  But  for  us,  the  "  mas- 
sive crest  of  Jefferson,"  as  well  as  the  "  low  humps 
of  Clay,"  might  as  well  have  been  situated  in  Kam- 
chatka, for  adl  we  were  able  to  see  of  them,  a  few  in- 
tervening objects  in  the  way  of  molecules  of  aque- 
ous vapor  effectually  obscuring  them.  It  was  very 
warm,  and  after  breakfast  the  Sachems  held  a 
pow-wow  in  the  little  summer  house,  while  poetic 
maidens  plucked  the  primrose  by  the  river's  brim. 

The  second  start  was  made  about  ten,  after  a 
little  marshalling  of  his  forces  by  the  general  to 
see  that  every  one  set  forth  in  a  different  coach 
from  the  one  taken  the  day  before,  and  that  parties 
were  not  allowed  to  "  crystallize."  Our  route  lay 
through  the  Glen  to  Jackson;  and  as  we  drove 
through  charming  woodland  ways  it  was  evident 
that  the  Robin  Hood  atmosphere  was  beginning 
to  affect  the  spirits  of  the  party,  and  every  one 
carried  a  merrier  heart  and  was  in  a  gayer  mood 
than  on  the  previous  day.  There  were  sporadic 
outbursts  of  atrocious  puns,  but  every  one  bore  up 
under  them  wonderfully.  And  songs  were  sung 
in  various  tongues,  not  excepting  the  "yet  more 
various  langwidges  of  Billy  Moon."  Was  it 
possible  that  the  A.  L.  A.  had  subscribed  to  the 
Bacchanalian  couplet,  — 

"  Wer  lubt  nicki  Wtin,  Wtib,  und  Gtiong-^ 
Der  ist  tin  Narr  uin  Lthtn  lamg  I  '* 

Weib  and  Gesang  were  surely  plentiful,  and 
"  wine  "  was  forthcoming ;  for  behold,  a  sign  by  the 
wayside,  evidently  erected  for  our  benefit  by  our 
thoughtful  Secretary,  as  he  had  passed  before^bore 
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the  legend,  "  Blackbery  Wine  I  **  And  there 
was  a  thrifty  housewife  with  a  shrewd,  kindly 
face,  and  a  goodly  store  of  blackberry  shrub  and 
maple  sugar,  for  which  the  "  lords  "  contracted  in 
wholesale  quantities,  and  which  may  have  pre- 
vented the  broiling  of  a  Christian  steak  that  day, 
for  we  did  not  dine  until  four.  We  stopped  to 
view  the  Crystal  Cascade  and  Glen  Ellis,  with  its 
beautiful  fall;  and  the  frivolity  of  the  party 
became  increasingly  manifest  in  the  bedecking  of 
their  steeds,  their  persons,  and  their  csuryalls 
with  scarlet  moosewood  berries  and  bright  leaves, 
and  in  the  flaunting  of  sprays  of  golden-rod,  and 
the  waving  of  silken  ensigns  tied  to  walking- 
sticks,  until  the  unregenerate  state  of  one  party 
reached  its  fit  expression  in  the  hoisting  of  the 
black  flag  of  piracy,  and  the  taking  to  highway 
robbery  as  a  profession  by  all  those  children  of 
Beelzebub  thereon  assembled. 

The  breaking  of  a  king-bolt  of  the  Twin  Moun- 
tain coach  retarded  our  progress,  but  every  one  was 
safely  bestowed  in  due  season  at  the  sign  of  the 
Lion  Rampant,  where  Gen.  Wentworth  gave  us  cor- 
dial entertainment.  Wentworth  Hall,  set  among  its 
banks  of  flowers,  remains  a  bright  picture,  and  a 
charming  view  of  the  town,  with  its  white  church 
spire  against  the  hills,  was  obtained  from  the  falls 
of  Wild-cat  Brook.  Here  the  wild  West,  of  re- 
cent transplanting,  reinforced  itself  with  tin-horns, 
the  guests  of  Wentworth  Hall  gave  us  a  parting 
salute,  and  we  were  off  for  North  Conway,  well 
wrapped  in  our  tarpaulin  jackets,  for  the  first  rain 
of  any  account  was  settling  down  on  us.  But  no 
note  of  discouragement  was  audible  in  the  lusty 
blasts  of  the  horns,  and  every  one  seemed  as  bent 
as  ever  on  going  the  longest  way  around  with 
Nellie,  who  evidently  had  not  yet  arrived. 

A  compilation  of  the  songs,  which  did  such  excel- 
lent service  on  this  trip,  if  brought  out  by  the  pub- 
lishing section,  would  have  great  vogue.  No  coach- 
ing party  likely  to  encounter  showers,  would  be 
equipped  without  it.  It  would  make  a  bulky 
volume,  for  the  ambition  of  the  party  took  a  wide 
range  from  "Annie  Rooney"  and  her  kin,  to 
Haydn's  "Creation"  and  the  Pilgrim  chorus, 
from  Tannhauser ;  but  every  selection  could  be 
warranted  water-proof,  and  equal  to  any  amount 
of  wear  and  tear.  There  was  something  in  the 
character  of  the  songs  fitted  to  marvelously 
counteract  the  effects  of  a  falling  barometer,  or 
else  there  was  such  an  irrepressible  and  un- 
quenchable spirit  of  levity  and  hilarity  rife  in 
the  party,  that  even  the  perpetual  companionship 
of  Nellie   could  not  depress   us.    As  the  com- 


mander-in-chief expressed  it,  nothing  could  dampen 
the  ardor  of  librarians. 

"  SingiDg  we  were,  or  floyting  all  the  day, 
We  were  at  fresscbe  at  is  the  roonthe  of  May." 

"  Wrap  me  up  in  my  tarpaulin  jacket,**  became 
a  frequent  request  during  this  evening's  drive  and 
throughout  the  following  day.  "A  capital  ship 
for  an  ocean  trip  —  the  rollicking  window  blind," 
seemed  strikingly  appropriate  to  the  exigencies  of 
life  on  a  tally-ho.  Poor  Heiden  Roslein,  and  dar- 
ling Clementine,  the  Nut  Brown  Maid,  Rosalie, 
and  the  Lorelei  all  led  to  the  "Tavern  in  the 
town ;"  and  "  Pipes  and  punch  **  were  called  for  — 
and  then 

"  Each  heart  recalled  a  different  name 
But  all  tang  Annie  Laurie ; " 

and  Annie  introduced  "Robin  Adair,"  who 
showed  the  way  to  "  Twickenham  Ferry  "  and  the 
"  Birks  of  Aberfeldy  "  and  so  around  to  "  Bonnie 
sweet  Bessie  "  and  all  her  friends  of  the  "  North 
Countree."  And  if  the  stars  should  deign  to  steal 
out  shyly  it  was 

"  HuitUin  tiitt  mid  JUtm, 
BUmktu  tm9^  im  SUm^tuchein ;** 

and  if  the  storm-clouds  lowered  and  we  went  a  per- 
ilous way  by  rushing  torrents  through  dark  ravines, 
"  Lead  kindly  light "  became  our  thought,  and  Car- 
dinal Newman*sfine  hymn  would  ring  out  with  such 
sincerity  of  feeling  as  atones  for  faulty  rendering. 
That  night  we  were  treated  to  a  new  scenic  effect 
not  announced  on  the  program.  A  vivid  flash  of 
lightning,  followed  by  a  sudden  heavy  thunder 
clap,  showed  our  coaches  close  together  on  a  down 
grade  in  a  thick  wood,  and  the  startled  horses 
plunging  excitedly,  —  and  then  all  was  black 
again,  and  we  skurried  on  in  a  lively  pour.  Ar- 
rived at  the  Kearsarge  House,  our  tiger  displayed 
the  advanUges  of  his  literary  trainmg,  and  the 
attendants  were  electrified  by  a  portentous  roar  of 

"  Up  drawbridge,  grooms ! 
What,  warder  I    Hot 
LettheportcoUisfaUl" 

No  one  was  really  wet,  of  course,  but  a  few  felt 
just  a  trifle  moist,  and  our  appearance  was,  per- 
haps, not  the  most  presentable  in  the  world ;  but 
quite  a  different  party  bobbed  down  serenely  at 
supper,  bright  and  smiling  in  best  bibs  and  claw- 
hanwners,  with  a  fresh  color  caught  in  wind  and 
rain,  and  bouquets  of  asters  or  nasturtiums,  or 
sweet  peas  obtained  of  the  cunning  little  flower 
girls  in  the  hall.  Dancing,  whist,  and  music  filled 
out  the  evening,  and  mutual  congratulations  were 
in  order  on  being  so  particularly  English,  don't 
you  know,  as  to  have  this  delightful  rainy  weath  e 
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for  coaching.  It  could  n't  have  been  more  so,  if 
we  had  all  been  Mr.  Carnegie's  guests  for  a  Scot- 
tish tour. 

The  continued  "  cloudiness,  with  chances  of  light 
rain  '*  Wednesday,  made  the  climbing  of  Kearsarge 
a  vain  pastime,  and  Diana  Baths  superfluous ;  so  it 
was  decided  to  push  forward  on  the  last  stage  of 
our  journey,  through  the  Intervale  to  Upper  Bart- 
lett,  and  on  through  the  Notch  to  the  Crawford 
House.  Only  light  passing  showers  encountered 
ut  during  the  morning,  but  all  who  wished  to  avoid 
a  wetting  were  comfortably  bestowed  inside,  and 
then  the  sailors  went  climbing  up  aloft,  to  enjoy 
ever-changing  views  of  the  lovely  and  idyllic  Inter- 
vale, with  the  Saco,  brown  and  swollen,  rushing 
through,  in  its  stony  bed.  The  forest  trees  had 
colored  more  brilliantly  than  any  we  had  yet  seen, 
and  gold  and  crimson  grew  more  frequent  as  we 
approached  the  Notch. 

Dr.  Johnson's  famous  remark  in  regard  to  "a 
good  tavern  or  inn,"  seemed  very  applicable  in 
our  case  to  "George's"  in  Upper  Bartlett. 
Thirty-nine  unescpected  guests  for  dinner  is  a 
formidable  array,  but  "  George  "  was  equal  to  the 
emergency.  It  was  like  the  famous  "moving  of 
the  bam  to  North  Braintree  "—  "  then  ran  Jerusha 
and  dropped  the  potatoes  in  the  pot,  and  Abigail 
ran  with  knives  and  forks  to  set  the  table,"  and 
while  Mr.  George  put  salt  on  the  tails  of  his  wary 
fowls,  or  lassoed  the  steak  running  at  large  in  the 
pasture,  his  guests  sought  diversion  each  after  his 
kind.  One  took  a  last  good-by  stroll  with  Nellie, 
who,  every  one  will  be  relieved  to  learn,  reached 
home  at  last ;  others  arranged  Peter  Gray,  — 
**  Over  the  banisters,"  with  original  effect ;  and  in 
less  time  than  one  would  have  deemed  it  possible 
for  any  apple  on  the  tree  to  be  metamorphosed 
into  pie,  a  plentiful  dinner  was  served.  Observing 
that,  in  the  hurry  of  preparation,  an  orchestra  to 
accompany  the  repast  had  been  overlooked,  a 
self-sacrificing  contingent,  less  eager  to  satisfy 
hunger  than  to  give  others  pleasure,  supplied  the 
deficiency  by  a  vocal  rendering  of  the  "Animal 
fair,"  an  appropriate  selection,  with  a  singularly 
poetic  and  inspiring  refrain.  Naturally  such  mag- 
nanimous people  found  sufficient  reward  in  the 
high  appreciation  of  their  efforts  evinced  by  the 
company.  Afterward  we  learned  that  some  of 
our  exceptionally  appreciative  and  intelligent 
waitresses  were  guests  of  the  house,  who  had 
quietly  taken  their  part  in  the  frolic,  while  kindly 
assisting  in  the  assuaging  of  our  hunger. 

With  qmbr«Uas  discarded  and  the  peaked  hoods 
of  ^Mir  aadiiBtothM:  drsws.upv  giving  the  cav^i> 


cade  a  more  pilgrim-like  aspect  than  ever,  those 
nuns  and  prioresses,  and  faithful  brothers  of  the 
**  ordres  foure"  who  "  liked  to  feel  like  vegeUbles, 
and  grow  in  the  rain,"  took  their  accustomed 
places,  and  once  more  entuned  their  customary 
service.  The  constant  warning,  **low  bridge  I" 
necessitated  a  low  celebration ;  but  solemn  high 
mass  might  fitly  have  been  celebrated  in  the  beau- 
tiful temple  endosing  the  remainder  of  our  way. 
Gothic  aisles  of  slender  white  columns,  golden- 
vaulted,  their  delicate  leaf  tracery  overlaid  with 
yet  daintier  lace-work  of  silver  rain,  led  to  the 
mountain  altars.  Scarlet  and  rose  and  crimson 
glowed  in  the  windows  of  the  temple,  and  pure 
baptismal  waters  gushed  within  it,  and  the  mur^ 
muring  wind  was  the  Voice  of  the  Priest  —  "  O  lift 
thine  eyes  unto  the  hills,  whence  cometh  help  1 " 

Can  the  irreverent  have  the  effrontery  to  sug- 
gest that  the  cathedral  roof  leaked  badly  all 
through  service,  and  that  the  anthem  of  the  Im- 
provisatore  was  not  devotional  in  character  ?  The 
candid  reader  shall  judge  as  to  that,  for  the  Im- 
provisatore  sang  — 

*'  There's  moisture  in  the  air 
When  the  A.  L.  A  are  nigh; 
And  down  their  necks  it  dnps 
From  a  most  uofeeltnc  sky; 
But  before  the  fire  we^U  dry, 
Or  we  '11  know  the  reason  why, 
And  onr  spirits  will  be  high 
Spite  of  moisture  in  our  hair." 

All  too  soon  we  reached  the  drying  fires  for 
those  who  thought,  with  Tennyson's  Ulysses,  that 
it  was  extremely  dull  **  to  pause  and  make  an  end." 
For  our  adventures  with  "  Smuggler  "  and  "  Louis  •• 
and  the  rest  were  over,  and  our  drive  of  ninety-nine 
miles,  the  longest  coaching  trip  taking  in  the 
mountains  this  year,  had  come  to  an  end. 

The  weather  and  the  appetites  have  been  the 
main  business  of  the  recorder;  the  latter,  rising 
inversely  as  the  barometer,  mounted  alarmingly  at 
the  close  of  this  day's  journey,  and  threatened  to 
create  a  famine  in  Crawford  House  buns  and  rolls. 
A  question  of  voracity,  exciting  some  feeling,  came 
up  at  the  President's  table,  the  spectators  being 
divided  as  to  how  many  plates  of  cakes  had  already 
been  consumed  by  this  high  official,  and  how  many 
more  might,  with  impunity,  be  attempted. 

If  the  Crawford  House  guests  had  planned  a 
special  entertainment  for  our  benefit,  the>  could 
have  devised  nothing  prettier  than  the  quadrilles 
and  Swedish  dances  in  which  they  took  part  that 
night.  They  could  not  guess,  as  they  wove  their 
intricate  figures,  that  they  themselves  were  woven 
into  the  thoughts  of  so  many;  for  who  forgets  the 
lady  of  the  soft  blonde  hair,  or  the  charming 
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children  dancing  with  such  spirit,  or  the  lovely  girl 
in  the  autamn-leaf  gown,  with  her  dainty  distinc- 
tion  of  bearing,  at  whose  feet  the  A.  L.  A  laid  its 
collective  heart  ?  Thursday  morning  was  still 
rainy,  and  most  of  the  party  were  content  to  rest 
on  their  laurels  and  take  life  easily ;  but  the  inde- 
fatigable climber  and  waltzer  walked  up  to  the 
cascades,  and  **  there  on  the  little  bridge  the  winds 
and  water  made  delightful  music,- and  I  had  a 
little  dance  all  by  myself." 

By  two  o'clock,  just  as  we  took  our  departure, 
the  sun  came  out  with  a  broad  smile,  and  our 
study  of  cloud  effects  was  over.  One  by  one  the 
peaks  receded  and  reappeared,  until  we  bade  a 
last  farewell  to  Chocorua,  and  went  inside,  glad 
that  our  last  glimpses  of  the  Delectable  Moun- 
tains had  shown  them  of  ethereal  hues,  and  bathed 
in  sunshine.  A  beautiful  sunset,  a  new  moon, 
and  Venus,  resplendent  in  the  west,  made  pleasant 
our  approach  to  the  fit  termination  of  a  book- 
lover's  pilgrimage —  the  fair  city  of  Boston.  Of 
course  no  house  could  be  more  appropriately  our 
abode  than  the  historic  Parker  House,  with  its 
memories  of  famous  bygone  banquets  to  give 
antidpative  flavor  to  our  own,  and  where  we  could 
look  down  to  Ye  Olde  Comer  Book-shop ;  or  see 
through  the  leaded  windows  the  ivy  reddening  on 
King's  Chapel,  as  we  munched  the  rolls  and  chops 
so  kindly  provided  by  our  Assistant  Secretary. 
Bohemian  parties  of  the  barbarians,  or  non-Bos- 
tonese,  sallied  forth  after  supper  in  search  of  cult- 
ure, bon-bons,  and  Faneuil'  Hall,  and,  after  view- 
ing the  elephant  with  enthusiasm,  and  making 
repeated  and  vain  requests  to  "  mamma  *'  to  "  buy 
them  that,"  were  lulled  to  rest  by  airs  from  Trova- 
tore,  played  by  the  strolling  musicians,  who  seemed 
to  haunt  the  comers  of  School  and  King  streets, 
and  whose  harp,  violin,  and  flute  created  a  really 
charming  effect. 

Our  entertainment  for  the  following  day  had 
been  delightfully  planned,  and  was  carried  out  to 
perfection  in  all  its  details.  The  "  meet "  was  at 
the  Athenaeum  Library,  where  the  party  was  taken 
in  charge  by  the  local  committee,  consisting  of 
Col.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  Mr.  Parker. 
Once  more  bestowed  on  the  tops  of  tally-hos,  we 
were  driven  to  the  Public  Library,  and  then,  to  the 
gay  accompaniment  of  the  tally-ho  horn,  through 
the  stately  Back  Bay  region  to  Cambridge,  where 
we  took  the  venerated  university  by  storm  in  a 
most  audacious  fashion.  After  a  brief  inspection 
of  the  library  and  its  treasures,  and  a  hasty 
glimpse  of  Memorial  Hall  and  the  Gymnasium,  we 
were  driven  past  the  Longfellow   House  and  Mt. 


Auburn,  through  Watertown  and  Newton  to 
Chestnut  Hill,  and  back  to  Boston  and  Freeman 
Place  Court,  by  way  of  Beacon  street 

The  balmy,  June-like  day,  which  we  were  as- 
sured had  been  specially  ordered  for  us  by  the 
thoughtful  local  committee,  put  every  one  in  a 
sunshiny  mood ;  but  the  place  being  Boston,  and 
the  company  so  literary,  if  any  one  dared  mention 
the  weather,  it  could  only  have  been  in  some  such 
classic  fashion  as  this : — 

*'  What  toaiid  was  that,  O  Socrates?— and  how  nelodiout 
it  was  t  '*  **  That,  Chmphon,  is  the  Halcyon —not  a  large 
bird,  though  she  has  recdred  large  honour  from  the  gods. 
For  whensoever  she  makes  her  nest,  a  law  of  nature  brings 
round  what  is  called  Halcyon's  weather— days  distinguisha- 
Ue  among  all  others  for  their  serenity  —  dajrs  like  toHlay  I 
See  how  transparent  is  the  slcy  above  us,  and  how  motionless 
the  sea  I"   '*  True  I  a  Halcyon  day  indeed  I" 

There  was  never  a  luncheon  combining  such 
charming  effects  as  that  provided  for  us  by  the 
Boston  Book  Company.  A  flood  of  sunshine 
streaming  down  through  the  windows  of  the  little 
gothic  chapel,  which  once  vibrated  to  the  sweetly 
earnest  tones  of  James  Freeman  Clarke,  now  fell 
on  bright  bunches  of  golden  rod,  and  gay  little 
knots  of  people,  grouped  picnic  fashion  in  alcoves 
of  well-bound  books,  and  happy  as  the  gods  on 
Olympus,  with  cream  cheese  and  water  biscuit 
for  ambrosia,  and  chocolate  for  nectar.  A  sail 
down  the  harbor  followed,  in  the  steamer  kindly 
put  at  our  service  by  Mayor  Hart,  to  whom 
the  librarians  might  say  with  Whittier,  "The 
millennium  began  when  thee  was  elected."  At 
Deer  Island  we  landed,  and  the  bojrs  of  the  re- 
form school  went  through  their  musical  drill  with 
much  spirit  and  precision.  The  beautiful  views 
of  the  harbor  enjoyed  by  the  inmates  of  the  place 
impressed  us  favorably  with  the  charms  of  Deer 
Island  as  a  summer  resort.  Music,  lemonade, 
and  a  few  barrels  of  olives  had  been  thought- 
fully provided  for  the  refreshment  of  our  return 
voyage,  and  we  reached  the  steamer's  dock  in 
good  order,  with  minds  "  perfectly  clear  and  not 
at  all  preoccupied,"  just  as  the  sun  was  setting 
behind  that  gilded  dome  round  which  the  universe 
is  said  to  revolve.  The  banquet  given  in  our 
honor  by  the  publishers  and  booksellers  brought 
to  a  climactic  close  this  day  of  delightful  festivity. 
Our  entertainers  were  the  firms  of  Houghton,  Miff- 
lin &  Co.;  Little,  Brown  &  Co;  Estes  &  Lauriat ; 
the  Boston  Book  Co.;  the  Library  Bureau; 
Roberts  Bros.;  De  Wolfe,  Fiske  &  Co;  D.  Loth- 
rop  Co.;  T.  Y.  Crowell  &  Co.;  Damrell  & 
Upham;  Lee  &  Shepard;  Ginn  &  Co.;  C.  F. 
Libbie  &  Co. ;  D.  C.  Heath  &  Ca ;  the  American 
Book  Co. ;  and  Silver,  Burdett  ft  Co. 
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Mr.  Dana  Estes  presided  over  tables  strewn  with 
roses ;  near  him  were  seated  Dr.  Phillips  Brooks, 
Dr.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  Judge  Chamberlain, 
and  Dr.  Poole.  Authors  who  were  present  were 
Rev.  W.  E.  Griffis,  George  Makepeace  Towle, 
and  Rev.  Julius  H.  Ward. 

We  feasted  to  the  music  of  the  Cadet  Band 
until  summoned  to  attend  the  feast  of  reason  and 
flow  of  soul.  Mr.  Estes  expressed  a  graceful  wel- 
come, and  called  on  Mr.  Crunden,  Dr.  Hale,  Dr. 
Poole,  Judge  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Soule, 
Mr.  Hovey,  Mr.  Wilder,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  for 
speeches.  Dr.  Hale,  who  has  the  reputation  of 
being  the  best  after-dinner  speaker  in  Boston,  was 
particularly  bright  and  felicitous  in  his  remarks ; 
but  the  expression  which  the  librarians  will  long- 
est remember  was  that  pretty  figure,  used  with 
such  sincerity  of  feeling  by  our  president  —  be- 
cause for  all  of  us  as  well,  the  gracious  courtesies 
of  our  Boston  hosts  had  ''crowned  our  cup  of 
happiness  with  a  garland  of  forget-me-nots." 

The  banquet  was  the  official  termination  of  the 


post-conference  excursion,  but  few  were  stoical 
enough  so  soon  to  cease  conferring,  and  little 
parties  were  planned  for  Salem,  where  Mr.  Gard- 
ner M.  Jones  acted  as  host,  and  to  the  shrine  of 
the  Concord  prophet,  and  many  remained  over 
Sunday  and  enjoyed  the  rare  pleasure  of  hearing 
Phillips  Brooks  in  beautiful  Trinity.  One  by  one, 
however,  the  convocation  melted  away,  and  by  the 
following  night  few  remained ;  for  we  packed  our 
trunks  "  like  the  Arabs,  and  silently  stole  away," 
carrying  off  with  us  for  future  refreshment  and 
delectation  countless  numbers  of  those  mental 
photographs,  which  only  grow  brighter  with 
years  — 

"  So  through  a  golden  haze  in  yean  to  come, 
When  the  long  summers  bum, 
And  in  the  rainless  hiUs  the  brooks  are  dombi 
The  glory  will  return. 

Then  thou  shalt  hear  the  cool  sea  billows  break 
Across  the  harbor  bar, 
And  the  blue  ripple  of  the  mountain  lake 
Shall  glisten  from  afar. 
For  this  is  Nature's  largess:  color,  tone, 
Splendor  of  land  or  sea, 
Ail  that  she  once  reveals  becomes  thine  own 
For  days  that  are  to  be." 


MR.  W.   F.  POOLE'S  REMARKS  AT  THE  PUBLISHERS'  AND 
BOOKSELLERS'  DINNER* 


Mr.  Crunden,  our  President,  has  expressed  the 
thanks  of  the  members  of  the  Library  Association 
for  the  charming  courtesies  extended  to  us  this 
day  by  the  publishers  and  booksellers  of  Boston. 
I  wish  also,  in  behalf  of  the  western  librarians,  of 
whom  there  is  a  goodly  number  present,  to  repeat 
these  acknowledgments,  and  express  the  delight 
with  which  we  have  participated  in  these  generous 
and  unexpected  hospitalities  —  the  coaching  ex- 
cursion to  the  suburbs,  the  lunch,  the  sail  in  the 
harbor,  and  now  this  elegant  and  bountiful  ban- 
quet. These  are  features  which  were  not  in  our 
original  program,  and  they  are  the  more  accept- 
able because  they  were  not  anticipated. 

Boston  was  once  familiar  ground  to  me.  Here 
I  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  my  life  as  a  li- 
brarian ;  and  then  I  thought  I  knew  the  dty  well, 
and  something  of  its  suburbs.  Although  a  fre- 
quent visitor,  I  have  not  been  able  during  my 
twenty-one  years  of  residence  in  the  West  to  keep 
up  with  the  progress  and  development  which  has 
here  been  going  on.  If  I  had  been  dropped  off 
one  of  the  tally-ho  coaches  to-day,  I  should  have 
had    to   inquire  the  way  back  to  my  lodgings. 


The  physical  changes,  the  expansion,  and  the  im- 
provement in  the  style  of  buildings  during  two 
past  decades  have  been  amazing.  The  only 
characteristics  of  Boston  which  have  not  changed 
are  its  narrow  streets  and  its  ancient  reputation 
for  generous  hospitality  to  visitors. 

We  accept  these  courtesies  as  librarians,  and 
our  generous  friends  and  hosts  I  know  will  expect 
us  to  behave  very  much  as  we  do  at  our  own 
gatherings;  and  if  our  remarks  should  take  a 
practical  turn,  it  .is  because  that  is  oar  way.  If 
any  one  supposes  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion to  be  a  junketing  institution,  or  one  for  the 
indiscriminate  distribution  of  taffy,  he  is  mis- 
taken. We  meet  for  solid  work,  for  improve- 
ment, for  investigation  and  criticism  in  all  the  de- 
partments of  library  economy.  We  do  not  spare 
each  other  when  our  schemes  deserve  criticism. 
Wherever  we  assemble  we  look  over  the  institu- 
tions we  find  there,  compare  views,  commend 
whatever  is  new  and  commendable,  and  comment 
in  a  charitable  spirit  on  whatever  we  find  which 
is  otherwise.  We  have  thus,  after  an  activity  of 
fourteen  years,  arrived  by  a  common  consensus  of 


*  Mr.  Poole,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  report  in  the  Boston  newspapers,  has  revised  his  remarks.    The  other  speeches 
were  not  furnished  for  publication. 
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opinion  at  some  fixed  principles  in  library  econ- 
omy which  we  use  for  the  benefit  of  the  communi- 
ties in  which  we  practice  our  profession.  If  our 
comments  at  any  time  shall  take  on  the  form  of 
sharp  criticism,  there  is  nothing  in  it  of  personal- 
ity or  bitterness.  Besides  the  memories  of  these 
delightful  hospitalities  from  the  Boston  book 
publishers,  are  there  no  practical  suggestions  in 
the  line  of  our  work  to  be  gathered  here,  which 
we  may  carry  away  to  our  widely  scattered  fields 
of  labor? 

Boston  is  now  engaged  in  the  most  interesting 
experiment  of  constructing  a  building  for  one  of 
the  largest  libraries  in  the  country.  It  is  an 
undertaking  in  which  not  only  the  Boston  public 
is  interested,  but  other  cities  as  well  where  large 
library  structures  are  needed.  On  our  return  we 
shall  be  questioned  by  our  trustees  and  directors 
as  to  the  plans  and  progress  of  this  building. 
Among  the  principles  of  library  construction, 
which  with  us  have  become  common  law,  are 
these :  to  secure  the  comfort  and  quietude  of  the 
readers,  a  suitable  shelving  of  the  books,  where 
they  will  be  readily  accessible,  security  from  fire, 
and  a  convenient  scheme  for  the  administration  of 
the  library.  These  are  matters  of  primary  im- 
portance, and  the  first  to  be  considered ;  and  fur- 
thermore, that  these  essential  conditions  shall 
never  be  sacrificed  for  architectural  effect.  It  is 
a  fact  that  these  conditions  admit  of  aesthetic 
treatment  as  readily  as  any  other,  provided  we 
approach  them  from  the  useful  and  practical  side, 
instead  of  the  architectural,  as  is  usually  done. 

Readers  need  to  be  quiet  and  to  be  let  alone; 
and  the  presence  of  visitors  among  them  is  annoy- 
ing. 

Does  the  reading-room  of  the  new  building, 
220  feet  long,  47  wide,  and  60  high,  meet  the  con- 
ditions which  readers  require  ?  Will  it  not  be  an 
architectural  show-room  rather  than  a  study-room 
for  scholars  ?  It  seems  to  be  especially  designed 
for  the  delectation  of  visitors  who  will  wander 
about  among  the  readers,  admiring  and  comment- 
ing on  the  immense  space  overhead,  and  the  artis- 
tic skill  displayed  in  the  decorations.  So  -far  as 
the  facilities  of  study  are  concerned,  they  will  be 
quite  as  favorable  outside,  in  Copley  square,  as  in 
the  hall.  Is  it  not  the  repetition  on  a  larger  scale 
of  the  inconveniences  of  which  students  have 
complained  in  the  present  reading-room  on  Boyls- 
ton  street,  and  in  those  of  nearly  all  the  large 
libraries  of  the  country  ?  Can  any  sensible  reason 
be  assigned  why  a  reading-room  should  be  sixty 
feet  high,  and  made  a  show-room  ? 


Again,  the  reading-room  is  in  the  front  of  the 
building,  and  the  books,  as  appears  on  the  plans 
sent  to  me  from  the  library  some  time  ago,  are  in 
the  rear  of  the  building  in  stacks,  one  above  the 
other,  seven  stories  high.  Is  this  providing  ready 
access  to  the  books?  I  am  told  it  will  not  be 
practical  to  have  windows  in  the  rear  stacks,  and 
hence  by  day  they  will  be  lighted  by  electricity.  It 
is  often  necessary  for  students  to  examine  books 
on  the  shelves,  and  to  do  it  under  these  condi- 
tions, without  natural  light,  appears  to  be  very 
inconvenient. 

The  growing  tendency  in  large  libraries  is  to 
bring  books  of  the  same  class  together  and  shelve 
them  in  separate  apartments.  The  department  of 
the  fine  arts  and  others  of  much  importance,  which 
ought  to  be  readily  accessible,  have,  on  the  plans 
I  have  seen,  been  placed  above  the  stack-room 
under  the  roof.  The  space  which  has  been  sacri- 
ficed, in  order  to  give  the  reading-room  a  height 
of  sixty  feet,  would  have  accommodated  these 
special  departments. 

The  fa9ade  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the 
Florentine  renaissance  style,  and  in  Italy  the  style 
IS  appropriate  to  the  uses  to  which  buildings  are 
put.  In  our  country  the  first  story  is  the  most 
valuable.  In  Italy  it  is  used  for  secondary  and 
menial  purposes,  hence  it  has  few  and  small  win- 
dows. In  Venice  that  story  has  no  practical 
value  on  account  of  dampness,  the  buildings  all 
standing  in  water.  As  one  stands  in  Copley 
square,  he  wonders  how  the  first  story,  with  such 
a  meagre  display  of  windows,  is  to  be  lighted.  As 
I  yesterday  passed  through  that  story,  which 
seemed  like  a  crypt,  I  was  amazed  at  the  intention 
of  the  trustees  and  architect  to  place  in  such  a 
location  the  cataloguing  department  of  this  library, 
which  requires  the  best  and  most  abundant  light 
which  the  building  affords.  I  saw,  as  I  remember 
it,  one  room  about  twenty-five  feet  high  and  thirty- 
five  feet  square  with  two  small  windows.  I  hsul 
no  guide  to  inform  me  where  the  rooms  for  cat- 
aloguing were  to  be,  and  hoped  no  part  of  it  was 
to  be  in  that  room. 

It  may  be  said:  "Why  not  have  more  and 
larger  windows  ?  "  The  architect  would  probably 
reply:  "The  Florentine  renaissance  style  requires 
small  windows  and  few  of  them  in  the  first  story. 
The  style  originated  long  ago,  during  troublous 
times ;  and  with  few  and  small  windows  the  build- 
ing was  more  easily  fortified.  The  same  con- 
struction, and  for  the  same  reason,  is  seen  in  the 
old  buildings  of  Paris."  But  the  times  have 
changed.    We  live  in  peaceful  conununities.'   The 
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skulking  Indian  has  departed.  The  ministers  and 
deacons  have  now  no  occasion  to  take  with  them 
to  church  their  flint-locks  and  powder-horns. 
With  this  change  in  the  times,  should  there  not  be 
a  corresponding  change  in  our  every-day  archi- 
tecture ?  In  libraries  abundant  light  is  more 
essential  than  facilities  for  fortification.  I  have 
talked  with  persons  here  who  base  their  opinion 
of  this  building  upon  that  beautiful  fa9ade,  and 
have  not  given  a  thought  to  what  is  to  be  on  the 
inside,  or  the  uses  to  which  the  space  is  to  be 
applied.  I  suppose,  in  case  my  remarks  are  re- 
ported in  the  morning  papers,  that  only  the  few 
persons  here  and  there  who  have  given  the  matter 
attention,  will  agree  with  me  in  these  suggestions ; 
but  this  I  predict,  that,  unless  the  plans  are  changed, 
time  will  bring  us  all  to  one  mind. 

I  saw  in  print,  at  the  time  the  plans  were  first 
made  public,  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  build- 
ing would  be  about  $1,300,000.  I  have  since 
learned  that  $1,500,000  has  been  appropriated, 
and  that  another  appropriation  of  a  million  would 
be  asked  for.  I  also  noticed  yesterday  that  the 
roof  was  not  on.  I  am  rather  interested  in  the 
cost  of  large  library  buildings,  for  there  are  three 
to  be  built  soon  in  the  dty  where  I  reside,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  learn  what  the  cost  of  the  struct- 
ure on  Copley  square  will  be. 

There  is  another  rather  remarkable  fact  con- 
cerning this  building  which  deserves  mention  — 
that  it  was  planned  without  consultation  with  the 
accomplished  Librarian  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  or  with  any  other  librarian,  as  will  appear 
from  the  incident  I  am  about  to  relate.  Mr. 
Henry  Ives  Cobb,  one  of  the  leading  architects  of 


Chicago,  under  an  engagement  with  the  trustees 
of  the  Newberry  Library,  visited  Boston  and  all 
the  other  Eastern  cities  to  examine  buildings  and 
confer  with  librarians  and  trustees.  He  fort- 
unately took  down  these  interviews  in  writing. 
He  called,  when  in  Boston,  on  Mr.  Wnu  W. 
Greenough,  the  late  President  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  and,  in  the  conversation, 
asked  Mr.  Greenough  what  librarians  he  had 
consulted  in  making  the  plans  of  the  new  build- 
ing, and  received  this  reply:  "We  have  con- 
sulted no  librarians,  not  even  our  own.  Libra- 
rians are  not  practical  men,  and  all  have  bees  in 
their  bonnets.*'  This  opinion  of  librarians,  in- 
dividually and  collectively,  has  rather  encouraged 
me  to  express,  when  I  have  a  proper  occasion,  my 
opinion  as  to  the  success  of  the  experiment  of 
constructing  a  library  building  without  taking 
counsel  with  persons  whose  experience  enables 
them  to  know  what  the  essential  requisites  of  a 
library  building  are. 

I  do  not  know  the  reason  for  my  being  called 
up  this  evening,  unless  it  be  that  the  general  sub- 
ject of  my  remarks  has  been  frequently  discu.ssed 
since  we  came  to  the  dty,  and  my  views  upon  it 
are  well  known  in  the  Association  and  to  some 
members  of  the  committee.  Until  we  were  seated 
around  these  tables,  I  was  not  informed  that  I 
was  expected  to  speak,  and  I  have  said  more  than 
I  intended  when  I  arose,  but  nothing,  I  think, 
which  I  wish  to  retract.  Your  kind  attention,  and 
what  seemed  to  me  like  sympathy  and  approval, 
must  be  held  responsible  for  much  that  I  have 
said,  which  in  Boston  may  seem  like  heresy. 


NECROLOGICAL  ADDENDA  TO    THE  TREASURER'S   REPORT,   1890. 


Two  members  of  the  Assodation,  and  one  who 
had  been  a  member,  have  died  since  the  last 
report.  They  are  mentioned  in  the  order  of  their 
deaths,  and  the  registration  number  of  each  is 
appended :  — 

John  N.  Dyer,  Libn.  Mercantile  L.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  died  July  3, 1889  (75). 


Frederic  Vinton,  Libn.  College  of  New  Jersey, 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  died  Jan.  i,  1890  (26). 

Dr.  Edward  Aiken,  Amherst,  N.  H.,  died  Aug. 
16, 1890.  Indexer  in  office  of  Sec.  of  State,  Con- 
cord. N.  H.,  1889  and  1890  (489). 

Mr.  Vinton  had  ceased  to  be  connected  with  the 
A.  L.  A.  for  a  number  of  years  past ;  the  other  two 
were  active  members  at  the  time  of  death. 
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BY  REGISTRATION   SECRETARY,   NINA   E.  BROWN,  NEW  YORK   STATE    LIBRARY. 


BY  POSITION  AND  SEX. 

Men.  Women.  TotaL 

Trustees  and  other  officers 20          5  25 

Chief  librarians 64  36  100 

Sub-librarians  and  assistants. .  14  31  45 

Bibliographers 3  3 

Educators. 8           2  10 

Library  School 7  22  29 

"       Bureau,  publishers,  etc.  10  10 

Others 12  40  51 


BY  STATES. 


Deduct  those  counted  in  two 
classes 11         21 

127       "5 

BY  GEOGRAPHICAL    SECTIONS. 

9  of  the  9  No.  Atlantic  States.    Sent 


136      274 


3    " 

9  So.  Atlantic  States 

I     " 

8  Gulf  States 

Z    " 

8  Lake  States 

3    " 

7  Mountain  States 

I    " 

8  Pacific  States 

32 
241 


Total. 


.176 

•  IS 

2 

•  44 

•  3 
I 

.241 


Me 4 

N.H IS 

Vt 8 

Mass 65 

R.1 7 

Conn 12 


N.  Y. 
Penn. 
N.J.. 
Md... 
D.C.. 
N.C.. 
La.... 


'93 


Carried  forward,  193 


Ohio., 
Ind.., 
111... 
Mich. 
Wis.. 
Minn, 
la.... 
Mo... 
Kan.. 
Neb.. 
Col... 
Cal... 


Total 


•  5 

I 

•  IS 

•  S 

•  3 

•  3 
.  3 
.  10 

I 

I 

I 

.    I 
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Adams,  Harriet  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

Adams,  Herbert  B.,  Trustee  Amherst  College, 
Prof,  in  Johns  Hopkins  Univ.,  Baltimore,  M.  D. 

Allan,  Jessie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Andrews,  Clement  W.,  Ln.  Mass.  Inst.  Technol- 
ogy, Boston,  Mass. 

Arms,  Lillian  D.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Arnold,  G:  N.,  Ln.  Rogers  F.  L.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
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Mass. 

Carr,  H:  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St  Joseph,  Mo. 
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cago.  111. 

Clary,  E.  Tracy,  Norwood,  Mass. 

Cochrane,  Sanih  A.,  Cat  dept  P.  L.,  Detroit 
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Ives,  WiUiam,  Ln.  Buffalo  L.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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cago, 111. 

Miller,  Mrs.  M..  H.,  Ln,  Iowa  State  L.,  Des 
Moines,  la. 
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Patten,  Frank  C,  Curator  of  catalog,  N.  Y.  State 

L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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Paul,  H.  M.,  As.  Astronomer  and  Ln.  U.  S.  Naval 
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Peck,  A.  L.,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Gloversville,  N.  Y. 
Peters,  Fannie  R.,  Bangor,  Me. 
Pickett,  C:  C,  As.  Ln.  Law  Inst.,  Chicago,  111. 
Plimpton,  C:  W^  Class  ^91  Library  School,  Charles 

River,  Mass. 
Plummer,  Mary  W.,  Ln.  Pratt  Inst.  L.,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 
Poole,  Mrs.  C.  Clarence,  Evanston,  111. 
Poole,  Reuben  B.,  Ln.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York 

City. 
Poole,  W:  F:,  Ln.  Newberry  L.,  Chicago,  111. 
Prescott,  Harriet  B.,  CaUloger  Columbia  College 

L.,  New  York  City. 
Pride,  Rev.  E.  W.,  Trustee  P.  L.,   Tewksbury, 

Mass. 
Prince,  Howard  S.,  Ln.  ScL  L.  U.  S.  Patent  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Ramsdell,  L.  Atlanta,  Cataloger  Pratt  Inst.  L., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Rice,  H.  R.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Richardson,  Ernest    C,   Ln.  College  of   N.  J., 

Princeton,  N.  J. 
Rockwell,  Anna  G.,  Class  '92    Library  School, 

East  Windsor  Hill,  Conn. 
Root,  Azariah  S.,  Ln.  Oberlin  College  L.,  Ober- 

lin,  O. 
Rounds,  C:  C,  Principal  State  Normal  School, 

Plymouth,  N.  H. 
Salvene,  Sarah,  As.  Ln.  Aguilar  F.  L.,  New  York 

City. 
Sanborn,  Kate  E.,  Loan  dept.  Boston  Athenaeum, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Sanders,  Mrs.  Minerva  A.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I. 
Sargent,  Abby  L.,  Ln.  Library  Assoc.,  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C. 
Sargent,  Mary  £.,  Ln.  Middlesex  Mechanics  As- 
soc., Lowell,  Mass. 
Secomb,  D.  F.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
Selby,  Emily  H.,  As.  Ln.  111.  Sute  L.,  Springfield, 

111. 
Sexton,  Pliny  T.,  Regent  Univ.  State  of  N.  Y., 

Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
Sexton,  Mrs.  Harriot  H.,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
Seymour,  May,  Classifier  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Albany, 

N.Y. 
Shaw,  W:  B.,  Ln.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


Sherman,  Deborah  Keith,  Trustee  Y.  W.  C.  A., 

New  York  City. 
Simpson,  Alphonso,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Simpson,  Medora   J.,  Ln.  Fitz  P.  L.,  Chebea, 

Mass. 
Sleeper,  Lydia  B.,  Woodstock,  Vt 
Smith,  Clara  M.,  Peterboro,  N.  H. 
Smith,  Irving,  Peterboro,  N.  H. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Irving,  Peterboro,  N.  H. 
Solberg,  Thorvald,  ex-A8.-Ln.  Library  of  Congress* 

Boston  Book  Co. 
Solberg,  Mrs.  Adelaide,  Boston,  Mass. 
Soule,  C:  C,  Trustee  P.  L.,  Brookline,  Mass. 
Southworth,  Mjrra  F.,  Ln.  P.  L^  Brockton,  Mass. 
Stechert,  G.  e].  Foreign,  bookseller.  New  York 

City. 
Steiner,  Lewis  H.,  Ln.  Enoch  Pratt  F.  L.,  Balti- 
more, Md. 
Stetson,  Willis  K.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  New  Haven, 

Conn. 
Stetson,  Mrs.  Willis  K.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Stone,  W:  C,  As.  Ln.  City  L.  Assoc^  Springfield, 

Mass. 
Sutermeister,  Louise,  ~  Class  '91   Library  Sdiool, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Thurston,  Elizabeth  P.,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Newton,  Mass. 
Timmerman,  Charlotte,  Class  '93  Library  School, 

Sycamore,  111. 
Timpson,  Mrs.  J.  A.,  Teacher,  New  York  City. 
Truax,  Ella  S.,  As.  Ln.  Athenaeum,  St.  Johnsbury, 

Vt 
Tyler,  Arthur  W.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Quincy,  111. 
Underbill,  Caroline  M.,  CaUloger  F.  P.  L.,  New- 
ark, N.  J. 
Utley,  Hi  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Utley,  Mrs.  H:  M.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Vail,  C:  D.,  Ln.  Hobart  College,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
Walker.  H.  A.,  Class  '92  Library  School ;  Ln.  OU- 

vet  Church  L.,  New  York  City. 
Ward,  James  W.,  Ln.  and  Sec  Grosvenor  P.  L., 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Ward,  Mrs.  James  W.,  BuflEalo,  N.  Y.. 
Waterman,  Lucius,  Trustee  P.  L.,  Littleton,  .N«H. 
Weatherbee,  Julia  M.,  Dedhaib,  Mass. 
Werder,  E:  J.  F.,  Classifier  Yale  CoUege  L.,  Nfew 
Haven,  Conn.  .  .  ,  4  ,       > 

West,  Theresa,  Deputy  Ln.  P.iL.;  Mihnmlne,  Wis; 
Wetenskamps,  Frank,  Patciiit  de|>ti  Attbr  L.,  Ne# 
York  City.  »  '  =  , 

Wetmore,  Miss,  Des  Moines,  la.  ' 

Whelpley,  A:  W.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Whelpley,  Mrs.  A.  W.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Whitelaw,  Oscar  L.,  Trustee  P.  L.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
WhiteUw,  Mis.  O.  L.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
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Whitney,  Mrs.  Carrie  W.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Kansas  City,  Wire,  G:  £.,  M.  D^  Supt  Medical  dept  Newberry 

Mo.  L.,  Chicago,  111. 

Whitney,  Solon  F.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Watertown,  Mass.  Woodman,  C.  Belle,  As.  City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Williams,  Norman,  Trustee  Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  Woodworth,  Florence  E:,  Cataloger  N.  Y.  State 

HL  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Winchester,  G:  F.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Paterson,  N.  J.  Yerker,  Susan  H.,  Ln.  Arthur  Winter  Memorial 

Wing,  J.  N.  (of  C:  ^Scribner's,  Booksellers),  New  L.,  SUpleton,.Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 

York  City.  The  Treasurer  reports  five  names  not  registered. 
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The  tables  belonging  to  the  reports  of  Miss  Hewins 
and  Mr.  Cole,  and  the  bibliographical  list  accompanying 
Mr.  Linderfelt  s  report,  will  be  printed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Education.  Members  are  advised  not  to  bind  this  volume 
till  they  have  received  these  tables  and  also  extra  copies  of 
the  Index  to  Vol.  15  of  the  Library  journal,  which  is  so  made 
as  to  apply  to  this  volume. 
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CONFERENCE    OF    LIBRARIANS. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,   OCTOBER  12-16,  1891. 

ADDRESS    OP    THE   PRESIDENT,    SAMUEL  SWETT    GREEM^,    LIBRARIAN    OP  THE    PREE    PUBLIC 
LIBRARY,  WORCESTER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  function  of  a  library  is  to  serve  its 
users. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  public  library  to  serve 
the  public. 

The  trustees  and  librarians  of  a  public 
library  are  ministers  of  the  people.  They  are 
to  be  ministered  unto,  aside  from  what  the 
dictates  of  humanity  demand,  only  in  so  far  as 
provisions  made  for  their  comfortable  per- 
formance of  work  may  enable  them  to  render 
service  of  increased  efficiency  and  value. 

The  service  to  be  rendered  by  a  librarian, 
however,  it  should  be  remembered,  in  the  case 
of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  community,  is 
that  of  the  parent  and  teacher  and  never  that 
of  a  slave. 

A  trustee  of  a  large  library  wisely  writes : 
"  The  community  *  *  very  rationally  prefers 
the  library  which  furnishes  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  facilities,  the  need  for  which  is  felt  by 
the  community  (with  a  corresponding  dead- 
ness  in  regard  to  facilities  desired  only  by  the 
librarian),  and  will  do  most  for  the  reputation  of 
the  librarian  who  best  administers  the  trust." 
'^  Usefulness,  then,  is  the  test  of  successful 
library  management. 

That  statement,  however,  let  it  be  distinctly 
understood,  does  not  necessitate  sympathy 
with  a  library  officer  who  looks  with  contempt 
upon  what  have  been  happily  called  the  me- 
chanic arts  of  our  occupation.  In  1876  I 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  this  association, 
and  for  fifteen  years  have  been  proud  to  work 
side  by  side  with  Winsor  and  Poole  and  Cut- 
ter and  Dewey,  while  they,  and  others  with  a 


spirit  like  theirs,  have  labored  to  propagate 
correct  ideas  regarding  library  architecture 
and  the  cataloguing  and  classification  of 
books.  The  work  of  these  men  has  been  a 
noble  one. 

In  places  where  persons  are  allowed  to  go 
to  the  shelves  of  libraries,  it  is  a  matter  of 
prime  importance  that  they  should  find  the 
books  systematically  arranged  and  so  placed 
that  such  as  treat  of  similar  subjects  may  be 
found  in  close  juxtaposition.  In  all  libraries 
a  good  system  of  classification  must  be  in  use 
if  librarians  are  to  aid  inquirers  expeditiously 
and  even  with  certainty  of  finding  answers  to 
their  questions. 

It  is  also  indispensable  that  a  library  should 
be  thoughtfully,  scientifically,  and  adequately 
catalogued. 

Neither  can  people  be  well  served  in  a  poor 
library  building. 

The  public  is  concerned  in  having  rooms 
for  unpacking  boxes  and  examining  and  cat- 
aloguing books;  well  arranged  and  ample 
shelving;  and  in  the  provision  of  facilities 
for  quick  delivery  of  books  to  users  within  the 
building,  and  expeditious  distribution  of 
them  to  persons  wishing  to  take  them  home. 
.It  is  especially  concerned  to  have  well-lighted, 
ventilated  and  heated  study,  reading,  and  wait- 
ing rooms. 

Hearty  praise,  then,  belongs  to  the  men  who 
have  labored  to  improve  the  cataloguing  and 
classification  of  libraries,  and  to  exert  an  influ- 
ence in  behalf  of  correct  principles  of  library 
architecture. 
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It  is  evident  that  their  efforts  mast  be  con- 
tinued. 

Especially  needful  is  it  that  they  still  pro- 
claim the  gospel  of  convenience  and  suita- 
bility respecting  library  buildings  and  the 
equipment  of  libraries. 

Thanks  largely  to  the  influence  exerted  by 
this  association  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and 
through  the  individual  efforts  of  its  members, 
immense  strides  have  been  made  in  the  libra- 
ries of  this  country  in  cataloguing  and  classi- 
fication during  the  last  fifteen  years. 

One  or  two  of  the  systems  in  vog^e  here 
have  attracted  much  attention  in  foreign  coun- 
tries <also,  and  the  names  of  Cutter  and  Dewey 
are  mentioned  with  respect  not  only  in  this 
country,  but  in  England,  Germany,  and  Italy. 
But  while  this  is  so,  the  public  needs  further 
education  in  regard  to  the  principles  which 
should  govern  communities  in  making  plans 
for  library  buildings. 

It  is  the  business  of  the  architect,  said  Pro- 
fessor H.  W.  Ackland,  in  my  presence  in  one 
of  the  buildings  of  the  University  of  Oxford, 
to  consider  carefully  what  uses  a  building  is  to 
be  put  to,  and  listening  attentively  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  persons  who  are  to  occupy  it  and 
work  in  it,  to  embody  their  wishes  in  plans 
that  can  be  followed  by  the  practical  builder. 

Generally  speaking  it  will  be  found  in  case 
of  the  larger  libraries  that  the  librarian  and 
his  assistants  can  best  tell  what  accommoda- 
tions are  required  by  the  convenience  of  mem- 
bers of  a  community  and  the  working  force  of 
the  library  better  than  anybody  else.  Whether, 
however,  this  knowledge  is  possessed  by  the 
librarian  or  by  one  or  more  trustees,  it  should 
be  sought  out  and  availed  of  by  the  architect, 
if  the  proposed  building  is  to  prove  to  be  well 
arranged  and  satisfactory. 

The  community  has  yet  to  learn  that  it  is 
important  to  consult  a  librarian  in  the  first 
place  in  regard  to  the  form  of  its  building, 
and  that  it  does  not  work  well  in  practice  to 
put  up  a  building  without  consultation  with  a 
librarian,  and  then  when  the  building  is  done 
engage  an  executive  officer  to  occupy  the 
structure,  and  do  the  best  he  can  to  make  up 
for  its  shortcomings  by  the  adoption  of  such 
makeshifts  as  are  practicable. 


Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  however,  that  in 
adopting  systems  of  cataloguing  and  dasssifi- 
cation  and  in  putting  up  library  buildings  and 
furnishing  them,  a  community  is  only  pro- 
viding means  for  attaining  an  end.  The  end 
to  be  sought  is  the  satisfactory  service  of  the 
public.  Tools  are  needful,  and  they  must  be 
of  a  kind  to  do  well  the  work  for  which  they 
are  provided,  but  they  must  be  taken  in  hand 
and  used  before  the  expense  incurred  in  ob- 
taining them  is  justified. 

Incidentally,  it  is  well,  also,  to  add  the  im- 
portant remark  that  the  community  which 
wishes  for  good  library  service  must  not  only 
have  good  tools  and  toob  adapted  to  do  the 
work  desired,  but  also,  and  certainly,  a  skillful 
and  industrious  workman  to  handle  the  tools. 
Provide  a  good  collection  of  books  and  facili- 
ties for  their  use  and  for  doing  the  work  of 
the  library,  but  whether  you  do  these  things 
or  not,  secure  at  the  start  as  accomplished  and 
enthusiastic  a  librarian  as  you  can  lay  your 
hands  on.  More,  very  much  more,  good  can 
be  accomplished  by  a  good  librarian  with  a 
poor  library  and  an  unsuitable  building  than 
by  an  incompetent  librarian  provided  with  the 
best  of  material  and  facilities. 

A  good  librarian  will  aim  to  accumulate  a 
large  collection  of  the  best  books  and  to 
secure  the  best  facilities  for  handling  and  dis- 
playing them.  He  will  aim  to  obtain  a  well- 
planned  building. 

He  will  seek  for  these  things,  however, 
mainly  as  auxiliaries  in  enabling  him  to  do 
well  the  work,  which  he  will  keep  con- 
stantly in  mind,  of  giving  as  much  pleasure 
as  possible  to  users  of  the  library,  and  of 
exerting  as  widespread  and  elevating  an 
educational  influence  as  circumstances  will 
allow. 

The  test  of  the  success  of  a  library  is  its 
usefulness.  That  library  best  fulfib  its  mis- 
sion which,  well  housed,  arranged  and  cat- 
alogued and  well  manned,  studies  the  needs 
of  the  community  in  which  it  is  placed  and  of 
students  generally,  and  then  addresses  itself 
earnestly  to  the  work  of  awakening  interest 
in  study  and  good  reading,  and  shows  the 
greatest  and  best  regulated  zeal  in  dissem- 
inating information  and  bringing   about   as 
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large  as  possible  an  increase  in  knowledge 
and  wisdom. 

The  chief  purpose  of  a  library  is  to  stim- 
ulate and  encourage  persons  of  all  ages, 
learned  and  unlearned,  to  make  investigations 
and  read  good  books,  and  to  help  them  cor- 
dially and  persistently  in  finding  answers  to 
their  inquiries  and  in  getting  at  books  of 
standard  value  adapted  to  supply  their  special 
needs. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  at  the  conference  of 
librarians  held  in  Philadelphia,  at  which  this 
association  was  formed,  I  read  a  paper  in 
which  I  said :  "  I  wish  to  say  that  there  are 
few  pleasures  comparable  to  that  of  asso- 
ciating continually  with  curious  and  vigorous 
young  minds  and  of  aiding  them  in  realizing 
their  ideals. " 

It  is  because  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion, while  providing  carefully  for  the  wants 
of  scholars,  properly  so  called,  have  engaged 
earnestly  also  in  the  work  of  popular  educa- 
tion ;  have  considered  questions  of  library 
economy  largely  from  the  point  of  view  of  in- 
creasing the  usefulness  of  their  libraries  to 
the  public ;  and  have  by  their  increasing  in- 
telligence and  faithfulness  year  by  year 
become  in  a  higher  and  higher  degree  con- 
scious of  the  joy  of  stimulating  and  aiding  in- 
quiry and  cultivating  a  taste  for  good  litera- 
ture, that  I  am  especially  proud  of  having  had 
a  hand  in  its  formation,  and  of  having  taken 
constantly  an  active  part  in  its  deliberations 
and  work. 

Librarians  are  working  to-day  in  a  gratifying 
spirit  of  helpfulness  to  special  students,  those 
of  more  extended  interests  and  the  general 
public,  and  the  growing  and  already  great 
earnestness  and  intensity  of  that  spirit  as  dis- 
played at  the  present  time,  is  largely  owing  to 
the  movement  started  and  promoted  by  this 
association  and  its  members. 

I  can  give  only  a  few  examples  of  the  mani- 
festation of  that  spirit. 

At  the  well-known  convention  of  "  librarians 
and  others  interested  in  bibliography*'  pre- 
sided over  by  Professor  C  C.  Jewett,  and 
held  in  New  York  in  September,  1853,  it  was 
resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Charles  Folsom  of 
Boston,  "  That  we  have  examined  the  work 


entitled  *  Index  to  Periodicals,'  by  W.  F. 
Poole,  librarian  of  the  Mercantile  Library  of 
Boston,  and  that  we  approve  of  its  plan  and 
execution,  and  we  recommend  that  a  similar 
system  of  indexing  be  extended  to  the  transac- 
tions and  memoirs  of  learned  societies." 

The  second  edition  of  Poole's  Index  was 
published  in  1853,  and  it  was  owing  to  the  en- 
couragement which  Mr.  Poole,  then  librarian 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  received 
at  the  conference  of  librarians  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1876,  that  he  felt  emboldened  to  under- 
take the  preparation  and  publication  of  the 
greatly  enlarged  and  revised  third  edition  of 
the  work. 

It  is  matter  for  congratulation  that  this  as- 
sociation was  instrumental  in  hastening  and 
securing  the  publication  of  a  work  which  is 
one  of  the  roost  useful  of  the  aids  available  by 
scholars  and  popular  investigators,  which  is 
prized  throughout  the  literary  world  and  re- 
garded as  an  indispensable  tool  by  the  libra- 
rian of  every  library  in  this  country,  and  by 
the  custodians  of  all  the  larger  libraries  in 
England  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  much-needed  index  of  essays  which 
Mr.  Fletcher  is  preparing  with  the  codpera- 
tion  of  other  librarians,  and  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  publication  section  of  this 
association. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  movement  which 
was  auspiciously  started  last  year  for  securing 
an  endowment  for  that  section,  may  receive  a 
new  impetus  at  this  meeting  of  our  association 
and  be  carried  on  to  successful  completion. 

Congratulations  are  here  in  order  on  account 
of  the  admirable  work  in  useful  indexing  that 
has  recently  been  done  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Of  the  class  list  of  Mr.  Cheney  I  shall 
speak  later.  Now,  I  wish  to  extend  the 
thanks  of  all  librarians  and  students  to  Mr. 
Rowell  of  the  library  of  the  University  of 
California,  for  publishing  a  valuable  volume 
containing  a  subject  index  of  large  portions 
of  the  library  of  the  institution  with  which 
he  is  connected,  and  for  the  example  that  he 
has  set  to  other  librarians  in  preparing  so 
useful  a  work. 

In  passing,  although  1  have  no  time  to 
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dwell  upon  il,  I  must  express  the  apprecia- 
doQ  which  librarians  have  of  the  very  valua- 
ble bibliographical  work  of  Winsor,  Foster 
and  others,  and  extend  to  them  the  thanks  of 
all  users  of  libraries  for  the  assistance  they 
are  constantly  giving  in  both  scholarly  and 
popular  investigation.  Librarians  are  mind- 
ful also  of  the  great  importance  of  the  ser- 
vices which  have  been  rendered  by  two  pow- 
erful allies  whose  work  in  behalf  of  libraries 
began  at  the  same  time  as  the  formation  of 
this  association,  namely,  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation at  Washington  and  the  Lihraty  journal. 

We  remember  with  gratitude  the  very  effi- 
cient and  valuable  aid  afforded  by  General 
Eaton  and  his  successors,  United  States 
Commissioners  of  Education,  in  promoting 
improvements  in  library  arrangement  and 
making  libraries  of  greater  usefulness  in  the 
community.  Well,  too,  do  we  remember  the 
self-sacrificing  spirit  shown  by  the  late 
Frederick  Leypoldt  of  New  York  in  issuing 
Xh^  Library  journal  zi  z  considerable  loss  in 
money,  because  he  could  not  help  doing  a 
thing  which  he  saw  that  it  was  desirable 
should  be  done,  even  when  he  knew  that  he 
must  impair  his  capital  in  undertaking  the 
new  venture. 

The  librarians  of  this  country  feel  very 
grateful  to  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the 
journal  as  workers  and  literary  contributors 
at  the  start,  and  men  who  like  Bowker  and 
Cutter  and  Ford  have  in  later  years  labored 
earnestly  ,disi uteres tedly,  and  succcessfully  to 
make  the  publication  valuable. 

We  congratulate  them  on  the  great  ad- 
vance which  they  have  made  and  upon  the 
power  which  they  show  to  add  every  year  to 
the  interest  and  satisfactoriness  of  the  journal. 

The  usefulness  of  a  library  depends  pri- 
marily upon  its  having  a  good  librarian. 

But  a  libraraian  must  have  good  assistants. 
The  head  of»a  library  has  to  look  after  its 
general  interests ;  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
wishes  and  real  needs  of  his  constituency  and 
show  prevision  in  supplying  their  wants;  when 
his  institution  is  not  properly  appreciated  he 
has  to  study  means  for  making  it  indispensa- 
ble to  a  community  and  conquer  for  it  recog- 
nition and  support. 


He  must  meet  the  every-day  users  of  his 
library  to  a  great  extent  through  his  assis- 
tants. 

If,  then,  the  public  is  to  be  well  served,  the 
librarian  must  have  accomplished  assistants. 

I  can  mention  more  than  one  large  library 
in  which  ignorance  or  a  spirit  of  parsimony 
prevails,  or  where  political  considerations  or  a 
disposition  to  nepotism  is  influential,  in  which 
the  service  is  wholly  insufficient  and  inade- 
quate, although  the  librarian  is  justly  regarded 
as  a  leader  in  his  occupation. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  a  growing  apprecia- 
tion of  the  importance  of  having  good  library 
service,  and  it  is  because  this  is  a  crying  need 
that  this  association  has  watched  with  great 
interest  and  growing  admiration  the  work  of 
the  Library  School  started  in  connection  with 
the  library  of  Columbia  College  and  now  con- 
nected with  the  State  Library  of  New  York. 

The  work  of  that  school  is  practical,  and 
becomes  year  by  year  increasingly  thorough. 
Above  all  it  stimulates  and  feeds  the  spirit  of 
u<sefulness  to  the  public. 

If  a  library  is  to  do  really  good  work,  libra- 
rians must  not  only  be  well  trained  and  have 
technical  knowledge,  but  they  must  be  well 
educated. 

Mr.  John  Winter  Jones,  late  principal  libra- 
rian of  the  British  Museum,  spoke  as  follows 
in  his  introductory  address,  as  president  of 
the  international  conference  of  librarians  held 
in  London  in  October,  1877,  which  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  attending,  and  at  which  the  Li- 
brary Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  was 
formed :  — 

"The  learned  author  of  the  life  of  Isaac 
Cassaubon,  Mr.  Mark  Pattison,  says,  *  The 
librarian  who  reads  is  lost ; '  and  this  is  to  a 
great  extent  true.  It  was  certainly  true  in  the 
case  of  Cassaubon,  who,  in  his  love  for  the 
contents  of  the  books  placed  under  his 
charge,  forgot  his  duties  as  a  librarian.  The 
license  which  a  librarian  may  be  allowed  to 
take  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  was 
well  indicated  by  the  amiable  Cary,  the  trans- 
lator of  Dante,  who  used  to  describe  himself 
and  his  colleagues,  while  engaged  in  the  task 
of  cataloguing  the  books  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum Library,  as  sheep  traveling  along  a  road 
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and  stopping  occasionally  to  nibble  a  little 
grass  by  the  wayside.'* 

Certainly  it  is  very  dangerous  to  form  the 
habit  of  reading  in  a  library  that  is  much  used  ^ 
during  office  hours.  While  the  library  is  open 
there  is  generally  time  only  to  become  famil- 
iar with  title-pages,  page  headings,  prefaces, 
and  tables  of  contents,  and  to  glance  hastily 
through  books  to  gain  an  idea  of  their  scope, 
style,  and  plan  of  treating  subjects. 

That  fact,  however,  does  not  prevent  men 
and  women  from  studying  and  reading  outside 
the  library  building,  and  when  not  regularly 
engaged  in  library  work,  or  in  getting  a  good 
preparatory  education  before  undertaking  such 
work. 

I  remember  once  to  have  heard  of  the  su- 
perintendent of  a  National  Gallery  of  Art, 
who,  being  himself  an  artist,  was  allowed  to 
spend  a  portion  of  every  day  in  painting.  The 
governing  body  of  that  institution  was  wise  in 
giving  its  manager  time  to  practice  his  art. 

That  man  alone  is  capahle  of  rendering  the 
best  assistance  to  other  persons  who  knows 
by  personal  experience  how  to  do  good  work 
himself. 

The  librarian  who  has  made  researches  him- 
self can  best  aid  investigators  not  only  in  de- 
partments of  knowledge  with  which  he  is 
familiar,  but  in  all  departments  of  knowledge. 
The  methods  of  investigation  are  the  same 
everywhere.  A  student  can  best  help  a  stu- 
dent. 

Officers  of  libraries  then  should,  in  so  far 
as  is  practicable,  be  well-educated  men  and 
women,  and  constant  students.  They  should 
be  readers  also,  and  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
languages  and  literature  and  the  elements  of 
all  branches  of  inquiry. 

I  have  known  both  men  and  women  who 
have  made  excellent  library  attendants,  who 
had  had  but  little  education,  and  who,  with 
good  powers  of  observation,  learned  to  do 
their  work  well,  although  mechanically. 

Still,  generally  speaking,  a  good  education 
and  habits  of  reading  and  study  are  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  librarian  who  wishes 
to  make  his  administration  useful  to  the  com- 
munity. 

In  what  I  have  said  thus  far  I  have  mainly 


mentioned  certain  things  which  have  been 
done  in  the  United  States  since  the  forma- 
tion of  this  association  to  advance  the  use- 
fulness of  libraries  to  all  investigators  and 
the  general  public^  and  have  dwelt  upon  some 
considerations  that  must  be  had  in  mind  if 
good  library  service  is  to  be  rendered. 

I  wish  to  speak  briefly,  in  conclusion,  of  a 
facility  which  with  growing  frequency  is  now 
being  offered  to  scholars^  and  of  a  few  espec- 
ially important  undertakings  which  have  of 
late  years  been  engaged  in,  largely  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  influence  of  this  association  and 
its  members,  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  pop- 
ular education. 

When  the  first  number  of  the  Library  jour- 
nal  was  about  to  be  issued  in  the  latter  por- 
tion of  the  year  1876,  the  editor-in-chief  wrote 
to  me  to  ask  if  I  had  not  some  contribution  to 
make  to  it  I  immediately  sent  a  communi- 
cation, which  was  inserted,  on  '*  The  lending 
of  books  to  other  libraries,*'  in  which  I 
advocated  earnestly  the  plan,  which  had  long 
been  in  practice  in  some  of  the  libraries  of 
Europe,  of  lending  of  books  by  one  library 
to  another  for  the  use  of  students. 

No  greater  boon  can  be  afforded  a  scholar 
than  the  privilege  of  receiving  through  the 
library  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  he  lives 
the  loan  from  other  libraries,  in  other  towns 
or  cities,  of  books  not  to  be  had  from  the 
library  of  his  dwelling  place. 

Within  a  few  years  there  has  grown  up  in 
this  country  a  great  library  which  has  been 
conspicuous  in  extending  privileges  of  this 
kind  constantly  and  systematically  to  students 
all  over  the  land. 

Perhaps  the  largest  medical  library  in  the 
world  is  the  one  which  has  lately  Been 
rapidly  built  up  in  Washington,  in  connection 
with  the  Surgeon-General's  office,  by  Dr. 
John  S.  Billings,  its  librarian. 

This  library  now  contains  102,000  volumes 
and  about  152,000  pamphlets. 

The  next  largest  medical  library  in  this 
country  is  that  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
of  Philadelphia,  which  contains,  I  understand, 
about  47,000  volumes. 

Wishing  to  be  able  to  state  here  to  what 
extent  the  privilege  of  being  able  to  borrow 
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books  by  investigators  living  at  a  distance 
from  Washington  is  availed  of,  I  wrote  to  Dr. 
Billings  to  ask  him,  and  received,  under  date 
of  July  31,  the  following  answer :  "The  priv- 
ilege of  borrowing  books  from  this  library  is 
used  to  a  very  considerable  extent  through 
the  medical  libraries  of  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  by  the  workers  at  various 
universities,  especially  Cornell,  Johns  Hop- 
kins, Clark  University,  etc.  The  library  is 
essentially  a  reference  and  not  a  lending  li- 
brary, that  is  to  say,  it  is  not  a  circulating 
library  for  lending  books  to  read  merely  ;  and 
as  it  is  required  that  the  books  shall  be  sent 
and  returned  by  express,  and  not  by  mail,  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  borrower,  it  does  not 
pay  to  borrow  a  single  book  as  a  rule.  When, 
however,  a  person  is  working  up  a  subject 
and  collects  a  number  of  references,  it  be- 
comes worth  while  to  pay  for  the  transmission 
of  ten  or  a  dozen  volumes  in  many  cases.  I 
am  sure  that  the  privilege  of  using  the  library 
is  very  highly  esteemed  by  a  number  of  our 
best  writers  and  workers." 

It  may  here  be  remarked  that  the  objection 
of  expense  does  not  apply  to  borrowing  a  sin- 
gle book  from  a  library  in  a  town  or  city  which 
is  near  to  the  borrowing  library. 

It  is  matter  for  profound  thankfulness  that 
other  libraries,  besides  that  of  the  Surgeon- 
General's  office,  have  adopted  the  generous  and 
admirable  policy  of  aiding  investigators  by  lend- 
ing books  to  them  through  out-of-town  libraries. 

The  two  which  have  especially  attracted  my 
attention  are  those  of  Harvard  University  and 
the  Boston  Athenaeum  Corporation.  It  was  to 
be  expected  that  institutions  presided  over  by 
librarians  of  such  far-reaching  and  broad  views 
as  Messrs.  Winsor  and  Cutter,  seconded  by 
great  intelligence  in  the  governing  bodies  of 
their  libraries,  would  labor  in  every  way  to 
have  the  books  under  their  charge  accomplish 
the  greatest  attainable  good  and  render  the 
most  extended  service. 

I  have  received  most  valuable  aid  in  help- 
ing persons  in  Worcester  to  make  investiga- 
tions by  the  loan  of  books,  not  only  from  all 
the  libraries  already  mentioned,  but  from 
those  of  Yale  and  Columbia  Colleges,  and 
other  institutions. 


I  have  had  a  very  valuable  manuscript  lent 
to  me  by  a  law  library  in  Boston.  In  fact,  I 
have  seldom  applied  to  a  library  and  asked 
for  the  use  of  books  that  my  request  has  not 
been  granted. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  institutions 
are  governed  by  rules  which  will  not  allow  of 
such  an  interchange  of  favors  or  such  unpaid 
generosity  on  the  part  of  librarians  as  those  of 
which  I  am  speaking.  That  is  the  case  in  the 
Astor  Library  of  New  York  and  in  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

That  great  institution,  the  Boston  Public  Li 
brary,  is  constantly  growing  in  respect  to  the 
value  of  its  collections,  but  its  management 
has  lately  very  much  restricted  the  privileges 
which  it  formerly  granted  with  grreat  freedom  to 
libraries  and  investigators  outside  of  Boston. 

Since  the  organization  of  this  association, 
the  disposition  of  librarians  to  engage  in  per- 
sonal intercourse  and  render  personal  aid  to 
the  users  of  libraries  has  grown  apace. 

All  over  the  land  earnest  and  well-directed 
efforts  have  been  successfully  made  to  render 
libraries  useful  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of 
public  and  private  schools. 

I  shall  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  Li- 
braries and  Schools  at  another  session  of  this 
meeting,  and  so  will  say  nothing  about  that 
matter  here. 

Many  libraries  are  striving  fruitfully  to  aid 
persons  to  get  at  books  that  will  aid  them  in 
an  increasedly  satisfactory  performance  of  the 
duties  of  their  daily  occupations. 

All  that  there  is  time  to  do  in  speaking  of 
this  kind  of  work  is  to  refer  inquirers  to  a 
paper  on  "  The  library  in  its  relations  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,*'  read  by 
me  two  years  ago  at  the  meeting  of  this  asso- 
ciation held  in  St.  Louis. 

I  must  not  fail  to  remind  you  that  a  year  ago 
the  Publication  Section  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  put  forth  a  very  useful  list 
of  books,  entitled  "  Reading  for  the  Young," 
which  was  prepared  by  Mr.  and  the  Misses 
Sargent,  and  which  embodied,  with  large  addi- 
tions and  with  improvements,  the  excellent 
work  published  by  that  warm  and  judicious 
friend  of  children,  our  respected  associate, 
Miss  C.  M.  Hewins  of  Hartford. 
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October  22,  1890,  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts appointed  the  members  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  which  was  pro- 
vided for  in  a  law  enacted  in  the  previous  May. 

The  purpose  of  the  establishment  of  that 
commission  was  twofold,  namely,  to  furnish  a 
competent  body  to  answer  questions  regard- 
ing the  maintenance  and  management  of  libra- 
ries, and  to  encourage  and  assist  towns  which 
did  not  already  have  public  libraries  to  estab- 
lish them. 

The  commission  first  addressed  itself  to 
the  work  of  stimulating  an  interest  in  towns 
which  had  no  public  libraries,  to  establish 
them. 

From  its  first  report  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  January  30,  1891,  it 
appeared  that  only  103  of  the  351  towns  and 
cities  of  the  Commonwealth  were  without 
public  libraries.  Even  in  some  of  the  towns 
lacking  them  there  were  small  association 
libraries. 

I  have  now  to  report,  as  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Free  Public  Library  Commis- 
sion, that,  largely  owing  to  the  work  of  the 
commission,  led  by  its  hard-working,  thought- 
ful, genial  and  efficient  chairman,  the  State 
Librarian,  Mr.  Caleb  B.  Tillinghast,  thirty-five 
of  those  103  towns  at  the  town  meetings  held 
last  March  and  April  accepted  the  provisions 
of  the  State  law  and  organized  library  boards. 
The  commission  has  been  kept  very  busy 
since  spring  in  selecting  and  buying  the  libra- 
ries for  those  towns  which  the  State  had 
promised  to  give  them.  The  wants  of  every 
town  have  been  considered  by  themselves; 
its  wishes  have  been  ascertained,  and  stren- 
uous efforts  have  been  made  to  supply  the 
best  of  literature,  and  to  provide  as  many 
books  as  publishers  could  be  induced  to  fur- 
nish the  commission  for  the  amount  of  money 
at  its  disposal. 

The  commission  has  always  been  able  to 
furnish  1 50  volumes  to  every  town,  and  gen- 
erally, by  the  addition  of  gifts  from  friends,  as 
many  as  200  or  more  volumes. 

Massachusetts  makes  a  good  showing  in 
the  matter  of  furthering  the  cause  of  popular 
education  by  the  establishment  of  public  li- 
braries. 


While  noticing  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  248  towns  and 
cities  had  libraries  in  which  the  people  had 
"rights  or  free  privileges,"  Mr.  Tillinghast 
wrote:  "There  are  about  2,500,000  volumes 
in  these  libraries,  available  for  the  use  of 
2,104.224  of  the  2,238,343  inhabitants  which 
the  State  contains  according  to  the  census  of 
1890.  The  gifts  of  individuals  in  money ^  not 
including  gifts  in  books,  for  libraries  and  li- 
brary buildings,  exceed  five  and  a  half  mil- 
lion  dollars^^ 

Massachusetts  is  able  to  say  to-day  that  of 
the  103  of  the  smaller  towns,  having  accord- 
ing to  the  census  just  taken  a  population  of 
I34i7i9>  which  had  no  public  libraries  January 
30  of  the  present  year,  less  than  seventy  out 
of  a  total  of  351  remain  which  have  not  taken 
steps  to  establish  them. 

May  I  be  permitted,  in  closing,  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  kind  of  work  which  I  am  just  now  doing 
with  considerable  zeal  in  the  library  in  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts,  over  which  I  preside. 

In  the  new  building  which  we  have  been 
occupying  for  a  few  months,  and  which  the 
city  committee,  under  whose  auspices  it  was 
built,  allowed  me  to  plan,  there  is  provided  a 
hall  which  is  to  be  used  for  various  purposes, 
but  which  it  is  intended  to  use  often  for  the 
display  of  pictures  belonging  to  the  library. 
The  whole  upper  story  of  the  building  is  so 
planned  also  that  whatever  use  may  be  made 
of  it  eventually,  it  can  for  several  years  cer- 
tainly be  used  for  hanging  paintings,  eng^rav- 
ings  and  photographs. 

In  every  large  library  there  are  collections 
of  photographs,  chromo-lithographs  and  en- 
gravings, and  finely  illustrated  books,  out  of 
which  the  illustrations  can  be  temporarily 
taken,  which  are  seldom  seen.  These  col- 
lections and  illustrations  I  am  now  placing 
on  the  walls  of  the  hall  spoken  of  above,  and 
when  the  pictures  are  too  numerous  to  be 
accommodated  there,  on  those  of  the  upper 
story,  and  inviting  the  public  to  come  to  the 
library  to  look  at  and  study  them. 

I  did  enough  of  this  kind  of  work  in  our 
old  building  to  show  that  it  was  feasible  and 
desirable  to  have  exhibitions  of  the  kind  indi- 
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cated,  and  find  that  in  our  new  quarters  they 
are  attracting  much  attention  and  giving  gen- 
eral satisfaction.  It  is  only  necessary  to  re- 
mind librarians  that  for  large  displays  they 
have  such  works  as  the  publications  of  the 
Arundel  Society,  the  Piranesi's  Rome,  great 
works  on  Egypt,  the  famous  Italian  work  on 
Pompeii  just  being  completed,  collections  of 
photographs  of  pictures  by  Raphael,  Michael 
Angelo,  and  other  artists,  as  well  as  numer- 
ous other  works  and  collections. 

For  the  first  small  exhibition  I  showed 
the  sixty-three  chromo-lithographs  in  sepia 
finish  provided  by  Langl,  to  teach  the  history 
of  architecture  in  German  schools,  and  which 
give  striking  and  picturesque  views  of  ruins 
in  Egypt,  India,  Persia,  Assyria,  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  representations  of  fine  old 
Christian,  Moorish,  pre-gothic,  gothic,  re- 
naissance and  Russian  buildings. 

I  made  the  exhibition  tell  its  own  story  by 
placing  by  the  side  of  ruins,  restorations  of 
the  buildings  representing  the  opinions  of  the 
best  authorities,  exterior  views  of  buildings 
where  the  interiors  were  given  in  the  set  of 
pictures,  ground  plans  of  buildings,  etc. 

I  saw  to  it,  too,  that  the  names  of  the  build- 
ings and  ruins  were  written  distinctly  in  Eng- 
lish below  the  pictures,  and  had  cards  printed 
inviting  persons  wishing  for  further  informa- 
tion regarding  any  of  the  objects  represented 
to  apply  for  books  describing  them  in  the  ref- 
erence library  down  stairs. 

There  was  no  expense  incurred  in  the  exhi- 
bition. The  attendant  who  sat  in  the  hall  to 
guard  the  property  did  work  which  she  would 
have  been  doing  in  some  other  part  of  the 
building  if  she  had  not  been  sitting  there. 

This  exhibition  was  kept  •pen  a  month  and 
a  half. 

The  first  of  September  I  opened  a  second 
exhibition  in  the  same  hall,  of  United  States 
Army  and  Navy  uniforms,  and  pictures  repre- 
senting scenes  in  the  war  with  Mexico  and 
the  civil  war. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  very  important  influ- 
ence in  the  direction  of  popular  education  can 
be  exerted  by  exhibitions  of  this  kind. 

I  will  remark,  also,  incidentally,  that  our 
new  building,  while  planned  to  do  such  work 


as  we  have  learned  by  experience  may  well 
be  undertaken  by  us,  has  also  been  so  ar- 
ranged that  courses  of  study,  such  as  those 
contemplated  by  the  promoters  of  university 
extension,  may  be  conveniently  pursued  in  it 
Much  has  been  done  in  the  last  fifteen  years 
to  add  to  the  usefulness  of  libraries.  Much 
remains  to  be  done. 

The  question  as  to  how  far  it  is  safe  to  pro- 
ceed in  allowing  users  of  libraries  to  go  freely 
to  the  shelves,  among  the  books  of  libraries, 
is  one  of  great  importance,  and  being  a  burn- 
ing question  to-day,  will  be  discussed  at  this 
meeting. 

No  step  has  been  taken  towards  co-opera- 
tive cataloguing,  and  for  stopping  the  great 
waste  which  attaches  to  the  present  plan  of 
doing  work  in  every  one  of  a  thousand  libra- 
ries which  is  needed  in  all,  and  it  would  seem 
might  be  done  in  some  way  at  one  centre  or 
by  one  institution  for  all  the  thousand  li- 
braries. 

That  problem  was  vigorously  attacked  by 
Professor  Jewett  at  the  convention  in  1853 ; 
it  was  earnestly  discussed  by  members  of  the 
conference  of  which  this  assodation  is  the 
offspring,  in  1876;  it  is  yet  unsolved. 

So,  too,  is  the  problem  of  dispensing  with 
type-setting  for  catalogues  every  few  years, 
when  large  numbers  of  new  books  have  been 
added  to  libraries,  and  convenience  demands 
that  no  more  supplements  shall  be  issued,  but 
all  the  entries  be  gathered  together  again  in  a 
single  alphabet. 

An  index  to  periodicals  has  been  issued. 
It  is  kept  up  to  date.  An  index  to  essays  is 
in  the  state  of  forward  preparation. 

Mr.  Cheney  has  just  done  an  admirable 
piece  of  work  in  behalf  of  popular  education 
in  preparing  and  publishing  a  very  much 
needed  list  of  books  in  the  San  Francisco 
Free  Public  Library,  namely,  "  Classified  Eng- 
lish Prose,  Fiction,  etc.,  with  notes  and  index 
to  subject-references."  The  list  will  be  found 
very  useful  in  the  libraries  of  the  country. 

We  have  all  these  much  needed  facilities, 
but  where  is  the  index  of  transactions  and 
memoirs  of  learned  societies  which  the  con- 
vention of  1853  thought  it  so  desirable  should 
be  prepared  ? 
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The  convention  of  1853  was  the  first  large 
meeting  of  librarians  in  this  country.  Profes- 
sor Jewett  said  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it  was 
the  first  meeting  in  the  world  of  librarians  and 
bibliographers  who  had  come  together  to  see 
how  they  could  make  public  collections  of  books 
more  useful  to  communities  and  individuals. 

The  gentlemen  who  met  in  1853  meant  to 
have  held  annual  meetings.  They  did  not 
meet  a  second  time. 

In  1876  practical  library  workers  came  to-' 
gether  in  the  spirit  of  the  men  of  '53. 


They  have  met  almost  every  year  since. 

Yesterday  we  began  the  first  large  meeting 
of  librarians  and  persons  interested  in  libra- 
ries on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  movement  which  is  now  started  should 
lead  to  frequent  meetings  on  this  coast. 

It  will  do  so,  I  am  confident,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  your  deliberations  the  libraries  of  the 
land  will  be  enabled  to  render  themselves 
increasingly  serviceable  to  scholars  and  the 
general  public. 


BINDING  AND  BINDERIES. 

BY  D.  V.  R.  JOHNSTON,  REFERENCE  LIBRARIAN  N.  Y.  STATE  LIBRARY,  ALBANY. 


T  T  is  hardly  supposable  that  with  the  present 
knowledge  of  library  economy  many  li. 
brarians  can  be  ignorant  in  matters  pertaining 
to  book  binding.  The  special  report  on 
"  Public  Libraries  in  the  United  States  "  is- 
sued by  the  Bureau  of  Education  in  1876,  the 
proceedings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  L.  A.  U.  K., 
and  the  volumes  of  the  Library  journal,  all 
contain  much  valuable  matter  relating  to  the 
subject,  and  any  one  so  wishing  can  get  about 
all  needed  information  from  these  sources. 
The  aim,  therefore,  of  this  paper  is  simply  to 
bring  together  information  already  contributed 
in  one  way  or  another,  and  to  add  a  few  facts 
discovered  by  observation  and  experience. 

While  of  course  it  is  necessary  to  be  in- 
formed of  all  the  processes  through  which  a 
book  must  pass  in  being  bound,  such  informa- 
tion must  be  gathered  from  practical  mechan- 
ics or  text  books  prepared  for  them,  rather 
than  from  this  association.  For.  those  who 
can  not  come  in  contact  with  skilled  workmen 
it  may  be  well  to  mention  here  that  there  are 
two  good  books  now  in  the  market,  namely, 
W.  J.  £.  Crane,  Book-binding  for  Amateurs, 
London,  1885,  2s.  6d.,  and  Joseph  W.  Zaehns- 
dorf.  Art  of  Book-binding,  second  edition, 
London,  1890,  5s.  These,  on  account  of  their 
clear  and  concise  character,  are  now  used  with 
satisfaction  as  text  .books  in  the  Library 
School,  and  can  be  recommended. 


What  a  librarian  must  constantly  study  is 
the  economic  side  of  binding,  so  that  he  will 
not  fall  into  extravagance,  which  is  bad,  or  be 
led  into  habits  of  false  economy,  which  are  far 
worse.  Strong,  solid  work  and  good  mate- 
rials are  worth  paying  for,  and  25  per  cent 
added  to  the  first  cost  of  a  book  may  often  be 
regarded  as  insurance  against  rebinding,  which 
means  not  only  replacing  the  material  worn 
out,  but  also  duplicating  the  labor  already  ejc- 
pended. .  Then,  too,  each  rebinding  seriously 
deteriorates  volumes  subjected  to  the  pro- 
cess; besides  which,  while  the  sacrifice  of  our 
books  to  cheap  binders  leads  to  the  added 
expense  entailed  by  inferior  work,  it  is  well 
known  that  handsome  binding  promotes  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  protect  the 
library  from  injury  or  loss.  The  waste  in  li- 
brary work  generally  comes  from  not  using 
the  material  suited  for  the  conditions  to  which 
the  volume  is  to  be  subjected.  The  labor  ex- 
pended on  a  book  properly  bound  in  one-half 
morocco,  calf  or  sheep  is  nearly  the  same,  and 
on  a  cloth  book  it  is  not  much  less,  and  this 
is  all  lost  if  the  material  used  is  unsuitable. 
Under  certain  conditions  a  cheap  cloth  bind- 
ing will  outlast  the  best  leather,  and  if  a  libra- 
rian does  not  know  these  conditions  he  can 
not  profit  by  them. 

Then,  too,  the  market  is  full  of  frauds,  and 
if  one  is  not  informed  as  to  the  character, 
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value  and  strength  of  materials,  he  will  be 
the  prey  of  dishonest  binders  and  publishers. 
Of  course  frauds  are  practiced  which  will  de- 
ceive an  expert,  and  against  these  all  knowl- 
edge is  vain. 

The  most  important  material  is  that  which 
is  used  to  cover  the  back  and  to  form  the 
hinge  at  the  side,  which  has  the  hardest 
usage,  costs  the  most,  and  represents  the 
greatest  expense  in  labor.  The  preservation 
of  this  is  the  preservation  of  the  binding. 
It  is  consequently  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  know  not  only  what  is  the  best  kind  of 
material  for  different  uses,  but  also  what 
grades  of  material  give  the  greatest  service 
for  the  cost. 

It  is  held  by  all  having  a  knowledge  of  the 
subject  that  morocco  is  without  any  ques- 
tion the  best  material  in  which  to  bind  a 
book  which  is  to  have  considerable  use, 
but  which  is  to  be  preserved  and  not  worn 
out  in  circulation.  Morocco,  which  is  goat- 
skin, has  a  long,  tough  texture  by  nature 
and  is  tanned  without  aid  of  chemicals,  and 
so  will  stand  not  only  hard  and  constant 
usage  but  will  resist  far  better  than  any  other 
leather  the  corroding  influences  of  heat,  foul 
air,  and  gas.  But  moroccos  vary  greatly  in 
price  and  are  imitated  in  very  many  ways,  so 
one  must  always  watch,  not  only  to  get  the 
best  morocco  but  to  get  morocco  at  all. 

It  is  said  that  you  should  always  get  the 
best  and  only  the  best  morocco.  This  is  not 
strictly  true.  Get  the  best  for  the  purpose 
intended.  The  best  morocco  is  Levant, 
which  costs  from  $42  to  |6o  per  dozen,  or 
from  $3.50  to  $5  per  skin.  Levant  is  not  only 
the  handsomest  morocco  but  it  will  outlast  all 
others.  Still  the  use  of  it  in  a  library  is  an 
extravagance,  because  while  it  costs  from 
25  to  50  per  cent  more  than  the  so-called 
Haussmann  skin,  its  endurance  is  but  little 
better.  There  is  no  saving  in  labor  to  be 
effected  by  its  use,  since  binders  class  it  as 
fancy  work  and  charge  a  fancy  price  for  it. 
Of  course  where  a  library  does  its  own  bind- 
ing this  does  not  hold  good,  but  even  then  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  the  use  of  Levant 
for  other  than  fancy  work  can  be  recom- 
mended. 


The  morocco  which  is  best  suited  for 
library  work  is  the  grade  known  in  the  market 
as  "genuine  morocco,**  which  costs, according 
to  size,  thickness,  and  finish,  from  |i8  to  $33 
per  dozen  or  from  $1.50  to  $2.75  per  skin. 
All  this  grade  of  leather  is  good  for  one  kind 
or  another  of  work,  but  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  leather  which  costs  the  highest 
price  is  the  most  enduring,  and  the  cheapest. 
Morocco,  which  costs  from  $26  to  $33  per 
dozen,  if  it  is  of  a  proper  finish  and  thickness 
for  good  work,  will  cost  just  about  the  same 
per  square  foot,  namely,  from  38  cents  to  40 
cents,  the  difference  in  price  representing 
the  difference  in  size  only. 

Now  since  the  smaller  skins  are  always 
open  to  a  slight  suspicion  as  to  their  general 
quality,  and  will  sometimes  show  a  large 
wastage,  the  use  of  the  skin  costing  from  $30 
to  $33  per  dozen  is  always  recommended  in 
the  absence  of  some  special  reason  to  the 
contrary.  This  is  known  as  the  Haussmann 
skin,  and  measures  on  an  average  7  square 
feet  per  skin,  which  at  $2.75  per  piece  equals 
in  round  numbers  40  cents  per  square  foot, 
being,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated  in  the  long 
run,  from  13  cents  to  15  cents  for  a  half-bound 
8vo.  Please  bear  in  mind  that  all  binding  fig- 
ures are  approximations,  as  price  of  leather, 
size  of  skins,  size  of  books,  amount  of  wast- 
age, etc.,  are  inconstant  quantities. 

The  cheaper  grades  of  "  genuine  morocco  " 
costing  from  |i8  to  $24  per  dozen  are  not 
only  thinner  but  smaller  skins,  and  can  be 
used  to  advantage  only  on  small  work  and  on 
books  having  but  moderate  use.  In  cost 
this  leather  is  about  the  same  as  the  best 
Persian  morocco,  but  for  ordinary  purposes 
it  is  to  be  preferred  to  it.  Persians  are 
quoted  at  from  |io  to  $24  per  dozen,  though 
that  which  is  commonly  used  costs  from  $15 
to  $20.  This  skin  is  about  the  size  of  the 
cheaper  "genuine  morocco,"  and  contains 
about  6  square  feet,  though  some  of  the 
higher  grades  are  as  large  as  the  Haussmann 
skins.  Averaging  as  well  as  can  be  the 
ordinary  sizes  and  prices  of  Persian  morocco, 
it  seems  to  cost  about  from  20  cents  to  25 
cents  per  square  foot,  or  approximately,  and 
8vo  will  cost  from  8  cents  to  10  cents. 
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There  seems  to  be  but  little  use  for  Per- 
sian, as  only  the  better  quality  caa  be  trusted, 
and  this  overlaps  in  price  the  grades  of  **  gen- 
uine morocco."  Librarians  in  this  country 
have  given  it  a  trial  and  report  it  unsatisfac- 
tory, though  at  the  present  time  in  England 
the  circulating  libraries  like  Mudie*s  and 
Smith's  use  a  g^eat  deal  of  it.  Persian  is  a 
good-looking  leather,  and  wears  quite  well. 
It  is,  however,  more  apt  to  fade  than  "  genu- 
ine morocco,"  and  on  exposure  to  heat  it  be- 
comes hard  and  brittle.  The  lighter  shades 
of  it  are  apt  to  streak  and  scratch,  so  that  the 
darker  shades  only  are  commonly  in  the 
market. 

There  are  other  g^rades  of  morocco  which 
are  very  small  and  thin,  and  cost  from  $6  to 
$12  per  dozen,  but  they  have  no  place  in  li- 
brary work,  and  indeed  are  not  much  used 
for  binding  at  all. 

The  so-called  imitation  French  and  German 
moroccos,  which  cost  from  $15  to  |i8  by  the 
dozen,  or  from  7  cents  to  9  cents  per  8vo,  are 
not  much  used  in  this  country  for  library 
binding,  though  we  are  apt  to  get  it  in  quan- 
tity through  our  foreign  agents.  While  it  is 
a  fact  that  this  leather  is  made  from  sheep- 
skin, yet  it  is  so  well  tanned  that  it  will  wear 
only  a  trifle  poorer  than  Persian,  and  Euro- 
pean binders  do  not  hesitate  to  advertise  and 
use  it  by  name. 

Another  imitation  of  morocco  made  from 
the  Persian  sheep  is  known  as  "  bock."  It 
is  a  small  skin  and  costs  by  the  dozen  from 
19  to  $11,  or  from  5  cents  to  7  cents  per  8vo 
back.  It  is  a  bad  leather,  giving  scarcely  bet- 
ter wear  than  good  roan,  and  is  a  dangerous 
imitation,  being  often  hard  to  distinguish 
from  morocco  when  fresh  on  a  book.  A  case 
is  known  where  a  binder  informed  a  customer 
that  bock  and  morocco  were  the  same  thing, 
and  persuaded  him  to  make  out  specifications 
for  "  bock  or  morocco."  Other  imitation  mo- 
roccos are  often  made  from  common  sheep- 
skin and  from  buffing,  but  they  are  not  hard 
to  detect. 

We  are  informed  (see  J.  B.  Nicholson, 
Manual  on  the  Art  of  Bookbinding,  Phila., 
1856,  p.  16)  that  **  there  are  in  the  British 
Museum  books  bound  in  calf  supposed  to 


have  been  bound  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII." 
Whether  this  is  true  or  not,  it  is  certain  that 
no  calf  binding  done  to-day  will  ever  reach 
such  antiquity.  Though  no  one  can  find 
fault  with  the  use  of  calf  in  private  collections, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  handsomest  of  bindings, 
yet  it  must  be  condemned  as  worthless  for 
library  purposes.  It  costs  from  $21  to  $29 
per  dozen  for  the  grades  commonly  used,  and 
the  cost  per  book  of  the  different  grades 
is  about  the  cost  of  the  different  moroccos. 
As  it  requires  careful  handling  in  the  bindery 
to  keep  it  from  soiling  and  needs  extra  finish- 
ing, the  cost  is  apt  to  be  rather  high  for  cal^ 
work.  Calf  has  many  fatal  objections.  It 
becomes  brittle  and  wears  out  at  the  joints ; 
it  reduces  itself  to  powder  under  the  action 
of  heat  and  gas,  so  that  volumes  will  often 
break  their  own  bindings  by  their  weight  on 
the  shelves,  and  on  account  of  the  even, 
close  grain  it  is  liable  to  be  soiled  and 
scratched  in  use.  Although  these  bad  quali- 
ties have  long  been  known,  some  librarians 
prefer  to  stand  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
using  it  rather  than  to  change  the  binding  on 
long  and  handsome  sets.  It  is  a  matter  of 
regret  to  all  having  to  do  with  law  books  that 
fuU  calf  bindings  are  so  largely  used  by  Brit- 
ish and  Colonial  law  publishers,  as  this  style 
of  binding  is  very  dear  and  yet  hardly  more 
useful  than  common  half  law  sheep. 

Sheep-skin,  too,  whether  in  the  form  of 
blank  sheep,  roan  or  skiver,  ought  to  be 
avoided  when  possible,  as  it  is  thoroughly  un- 
reliable. Roans  cost  from  $8  to  $fi  per 
dozen,  and  vary  much  in  durability  and  ac- 
cording to  no  known  law,  except  that  the 
black  and  very  dark  leather  is  apt  to  be  the 
poorest. 

Skiver,  or  split  roan,  costs  from  $5  to  $9 
per  dozen,  and  varies  in  strength  from  paper 
upwards,  some  being  more  lasting  Ihan  some 
roans.  Skiver,  of  course,  can  only  be  used  on 
very  thin  books,  but  even  here  cloth  will 
answer  much  better  if  the  book  is  not  worth  a 
morocco  binding.  In  the  same  way  it  is  wise  to 
substitute  morocco  or  duck  for  roan  on  much- 
used  books,  or  cloth,  if  the  book  will  spend 
much  of  its  time  on  the  shelve^,  as  roan  will 
stand  neither  the  effects  of  usage  or  of  time. 
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Law  sheep,  which  costs  from  %6  to  |i2  per 
dozen,  and  law  skiver,  which  costs  the  same, 
though  used  in  this  country  more  than  any 
other  binding  leather,  as  they  are  the  standard 
bindings  for  law  books  and  public  documents, 
are  thoroughly  bad,  as  they  look  mean,  wear 
poorly,  and  are  dirty  to  handle.  However,  the 
use  of  sheep-skin  is  compelled  on  sets  of  law 
reports,  etc.,  as  the  legal  profession  demands 
it  Its  use  in  a  library,  however,  should  be 
curtailed  as  much  as  possible,  even  for  law 
work. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  better  sheep-skin 
could  be  made  than  what  is  now  in  the  mar- 
ket. Specimens  of  sheep  and  skiver  bindings 
which  have  been  in  use  for  40  or  50  years  are 
not  unconmion,  and  the  New  York  State  li- 
brary copy  of  Grattan*s  Virginia  Reports,  first 
issued  in  1850,  still  preserves  intact  its  orig- 
inal binding  of  sumac-tanned  sheep,  though 
worn  and  soiled  from  constant  use.  The  use 
of  this  white  sheep  was  suggested  at  last 
year's  conference,  but  inquiry  has  failed  to 
discover  any  quantity  of  it  in  the  bands  of 
dealers  in  binding  materials,  and  such  sam- 
ples as  were  procured  from  publishers  of 
medical  works,  who  still  use  it,  were  by  no 
means  satisfactory. 

Another  bad  leather  is  Russia,  but  as  it  is 
expensive,  costing  from  $3.50  to  I5.50  per 
skin,  according  to  size,  it  is  not  used  to  any 
extent.  It  is  stronger  than  calf,  but,  like  it, 
wears  out  at  the  joints  and  crumbles  under 
the  action  of  heat  and  gas.  The  theofy  that 
its  peculiar  odor  preserves  it  from  worms, 
though  long  exploded,  is  repeated  to  this  day. 

Much  better  than  genuine  Russia  is  its  im- 
itation, American  Russia,  or  buffing,  as  it  is 
called,  when  split  quite  thin.  It  is  made  from 
cowhide  and  is  a  good,  strong  leather,  and  next 
to  morocco,  the  best  for  binding.  American 
Russia  costs  from  12  cents  to  18  cents  per 
square  foot  when  plain,  or  from  16  cents  to 
24  cents  when  grained  to  imitate  morocco, 
seal,  etc.  Buffing  costs  from  5  cents  to  10 
cents  per  square  foot.  The  durability  of  this 
kind  of  leather  depends  very  much  on  its 
thickness,  and  while  it  can  be  used  on  maps, 
newspapers,  etc.,  quite  well,  for  most  purposes 
duck  will  answer  better ;  and  while  it  is  much 


better  than  roan  calf  or  Russia  for  smaller 
books,  duck  or  morocco  or  doth,  used  as 
mentioned  above,  will  be  much  more  satis- 
factory. However,  for  those  who  wish  a 
cheap  leather  binding,  American  Russia  is 
recommended  in  preference  to  all  others. 

All  pig-skin  which  is  now  in  the  market 
has  a  handsome  finish  and  a  grain  quite  as 
good  looking  as  morocco.  It  costs  from 
I7.25  to  1 1 1. 75  per  skin,  in  accordance  with 
size,  quality,  and  finish  of  the  leather,  each 
skin  measuring  from  two  to  four  times  the 
size  of  genuine  morocco;  so  it  is  by  no 
means  a  cheap  material  It  is  a  rather  in- 
tractable leather  and  requires  careful  skiving 
to  make  it  look  well  on  a  book.  As  it  shows 
a  tendency  to  harden  and  became  brittle  if 
not  handled  often,  and  is  suspected  of  mildew- 
ing and  engendering  mildew  in  other  books, 
it  seems  unwise  to  bind  in  it  for  general  use, 
at  least  until  its  qualities  are  better  known. 
However,  it  seems  to  be  a  very  good  if  not 
the  best  material  for  table  books,  such  as 
dictionaries,  catalogues,  etc.,  as  it  will  stand 
rough  usage  without  scratching  or  becoming 
shabby.  It  may  also  be  used  on  encyclo- 
pedias and  books  of  constant  reference,  but 
for  other  purposes  its  use  must  be  regarded 
at  present  as  doubtful  and  inexpedient 

Most  librarians  have  been  forced  to  aban- 
don the  use  of  buckram.  It  is  not  at  all  a 
cheap  cloth,  a^  it  costs  from  40  cents  to  50 
cents  per  yard.  It  is  hard  to  work  on  a  book, 
since  it  takes  both  glue  and  gold  badly,  and 
on  exposure  becomes  brittle  and  is  liable  to 
soil  and  fade  like  any  book  cloth.  Linen 
buckram,  which  is  the  highest  priced  and  the 
best,  has  been  practically  unknown  to  the 
American  market  from  the  first,  though,  as  it 
is  hard  to  tell  it  from  the  cotton  cloth,  the 
fact  was  not  generally  known.  In  all  cases 
where  buckram  was  used  duck  will  be  found 
to  answer  the  purpose  better,  as  it  costs  only 
from  10  cents  to  20  cents  per  yard,  is  easily 
worked,  and  in  fact  possesses  all  the  require- 
ments for  a  strong,  cheap  binding  suitable 
for  circulating  libraries,  over-size  books  in 
little  use,  maps,  and  newspapers.  On  the 
other  hand,  duck  is  rovgh  to  handle,  is  not 
good  looking,  and  will  not  take  gold  lettering 
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well ;  and  as  it  is  not  wise  to  letter  on  labels, 
one  is  confined  to  limited  shades  of  color, 
since  they  must  be  light  enough  to  show  ink 
lettering  and  dark  enough  to  be  used  without 
soiling.  With  very  large  volumes,  as  the 
friction  of  duck  sides  is  great,  it  is  always  a 
good  plan  to  bind  in  half  duck  with  paper 
sides,  and  indeed  the  custom  of  using  half 
duck  on  8vo  and  smaller  books  is  growing  in 
favor. 

Books  having  infrequent  use  of  not  over- 
size will  last  just  as  well  in  cloth  as  in  any- 
thing else.  Book  cloth,  costing  from  12  cents 
to  20  cents  per  yard,  will  answer  as  well  as 
high-priced  morocco,  and  indeed  better,  since 
heat  and  gas  have  no  effect  on  a  cotton  fibre. 
Remember,  though,  that  cloth  work  is  case 
work  and  will  not  stand  usage. 

In  binding  in  leather  avoid  both  the  very 
light  shades,  which  are  the  most  expensive 
and  will  not  keep  clean,  and  the  very  dark, 
especially  the  black  and  very  dark  green, 
which  are  tender.  Binders  prefer  the  blacks, 
but  only  because  they  are  easy  to  match  and 
can  often  be  bought  lower  than  other  shades. 
Skins  which  are  failures  in  lighter  shades 
are  often  dyed  black,  and  this  tends  to  rot 
the  fibre  of  the  leather.  The  best  colors  for 
wear  are  the  Ughter  browns,  greens,  olivest 
cochineal  red,  blue,  and  maroon. 

The  effect  desired  to  be  produced  by  the 
binding  should  be  pleasing  to  the  eye  and 
sufficiently  diversified  not  to  rob  the  books  of 
their  individuality.  But  as  it  is  an  annoyance 
to  choose  a  color  for  each  book  and  to  have 
innumerable  styles  which  must  be  matched, 
different  schemes  of  color  have  been  devised 
and  used  by  different  librarians,  some  assign- 
ing colors  to  subjects,  some  to  the  language 
of  the  text,  etc.  None  of  these  schemes  are 
without  objections,  and,  indeed,  their  advisa- 
bility depends  entirely  on  circumstances. 

The  bidding  of  pamphlets  depends  of 
course  on  the  resources  of  the  library,  the 
largest  libraries  binding  the  most  important 
singly  and  the  others  in  groups,  while  the 
small  ones  bind  but  few,  and  those  in  col- 
lections. It  is  important  in  making  these  col- 
lections to  have  them  closely  classified,  and  if 
the  sizes  are  unequal,  to  arrange  them  flush  at 


the  top  so  that  dust  can  not  find  its  way  into 
the  volume. 

Reports  of  societies,  institutions,  etc.,  are 
most  useful  if  bound  by  regular  periods,  such 
as  decades  or  semi-decades. 

Some  of  the  larger  libraries  now  bind  the 
covers  of  their  periodicals,  pamphlets  and 
books  issued  in  parts,  some  placing  them 
at  the  end  of  the  volume  and  others  binding 
them  as  published.  In  this  way  much  valu- 
able historical  as  well  as  bibliographical 
matter  is  often  preserved.  The  custom,  too, 
is  coming  into  favor  with  the  larger  libraries 
of  binding  half  titles,  advertising  leaves,  etc., 
with  the  covers.  This  custom  is  not  endorsed 
for  any  but  the  very  large  reference  libraries, 
as  it  materially  adds  to  the  expense,  but  for 
them  it  is  strongly  recommended.  The  public 
have  the  right  to  expect  that  a  library  main- 
tained in  part  for  collecting  and  preserving 
the  records  of  human  thought  and  action 
will  not  neglect  to  preserve  in  original  form 
the  issue  of  the  contemporary  press.  Any 
one  who  has  done  reference  work  for  a 
cultivated  community  will  hardly  have  to  be 
informed  how  greedily  odd  scraps  of  informa- 
tion, found  only  in  the  advertisements  of  old 
publications,  are  sometimes  sought  for,  and  a 
proper  regard  for  the  future  would  seem  to 
indicate  the  preservation  of  all  the  printed 
matter  possible. 

In  the  mechanical  processes  of  binding 
there  are  some  points  to  be  carefully  noted. 
Sewing,  when  properly  done,  will  often  out- 
last the  leather.  But  to  get  this  result  not 
only  should  the  best  thread  be  used,  but  every 
fold  of  more  than  fouf  leaves  should  be  sewn 
"all  along"  whenever  possible.  If,  however, 
this  will  compel  the  use  of  very  small  thread 
in  order  to  get  the  correct  swell  to  the  back, 
it  is  better  to  sew  alternately  with  a  stronger 
thread.  Hayes'  thread,  costing  from  90  cents 
to  $1.10  per  pound,  will  be  found  the  best  for 
library  work. 

Every  volume  above  a  i6mo  should  be 
sewn  on  at  least  three  bands,  and  as  the  vol- 
ume is  larger  and  thicker,  the  number  should 
be  increased  in  proportion.  The  thread 
should  in  all  cases  completely  encircle  each 
band,  and  the  first  and  last  signatures  should 
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be  overcasted.  When  the  bands  arc  laced 
into  the  boards  they  should  pass  through 
grooves  cut  to  each  hole,  so  that  in  '*  knocking 
down  "  bands  will  not  be  cut  or  frayed.  This 
last  precaution,  unfortunately,  is  seldom  ob- 
served, and  our  binding  suffers. 

All  maps  and  folding  plates  in  books  that 
have  much  use  should  be  backed  with  muslin, 
but  as  this  costs  about  6  cents  per  piece,  for 
books  with  moderate  use  a  muslin  joint  at  the 
fold  can  be  employed  at  a  cost  of  only  about 
one-third  as  much.  All  plates,  however,  in 
large  volumes  should  be  mounted  at  least  on 
a  cloth  guard,  or  they  are  apt  to  be  crumpled 
or  torn. 

Books  which  are  sewn  on  tapes,  parchment 
strips  or  other  raised  bands  last  better  and 
open  freer  than  others,  and  have  the  added 
advantage  of  not  being  deeply  sawed.  There 
is  an  idea  that  they  are  not  sawed  at  all,  but 
as  a  rule  a  small  cut  is  made  on  each  side  of 
the  band  to  guide  the  sewer.  Raised  band 
sewing  is  not  generally  practiced,  and  sewers 
are  unskillful  in  doing  the  work,  so  the  cost  is 
apt  to  be  high.  If  tape  sewing  were  more 
commonly  used  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
cost  should  be  more  than  5  cents  or  10  cents 
per  volume  higher  than  good  band  sewing; 
but  at  present  the  cost  is  often  twice  that 
much.  Outside  the  large  cities  almost  the 
only  place  where  tape  sewing  is  practiced  is 
in  the  bindery  where  a  certain  kind  of  blank 
book  work  is  done,  and  such  a  place,  as  a 
rule,  does  not  do  good  library  binding. 

Tapes  are  not  generally  laced  into  boards, 
but  are  glued  on  the  ioside  of  the  cover.  This 
is  certainly  dangerous,  and  we  have  had  some 
trouble  from  it,  though  but  little  complaint 
has  been  made  of  bands  pulling  off.  Though 
the  looks  of  tight-backed  books  is  injured  by 
tapes  and  loose  backs  are  not  improved  in 
appearance  by  them,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
present  high  cost  they  would  be  advantageous 
for  library  work,  especially  on  loose- backed 
books.  As  it  is,  books  of  music,  volumes  of 
maps,  plates  and  manuscripts,  and  other  works 
that  should  open  with  great  freedom,  should 
always  be  sewed  on  them. 

Every  book,  if  well  bound,  should  have  a 
vellum  comer,  which,  if  properly  put  on,  is 


almost  a  perfect  protection  in  case  the  book  is 
carelessly  dropped,  as  it  will  easily  dent  hard 
wood.  These  corners  should  be  carefully 
skived  down,  so  as  not  to  make  a  protuberance 
against  which  the  siding  will  wear  itself  out,  and 
should  not  be  less  than  3cm  long  on  a  book 
larger  than  a  i2roo,  as  in  case  of  a  fall  a  small 
corner  will  help  to  break  off  the  board  enclosed 
by  it.  There  is  practically  no  difference  in 
the  cost  of  vellum  and  leather  comers,  some 
binders  charging  more  for  one  and  some 
for  the  other. 

As  between  tight  back  and  loose  back,  the 
testimony  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  former, 
while  the  latter  is  much  more  commonly  used. 
In  a  tight  back,  the  leather,  being  fastened  to 
the  back,  forms  part  of  the  book  itself,  bind- 
ing it  close  at  every  point,  and  acting  as  a 
hinge  joint  at  each  place  where  the  book  is 
opened.  In  a  loose  back,  the  leather  is  hardly 
more  than  a  connection  between  the  boards, 
the  first  linings  being  aU  the  support  to  the 
back.  Hence,  at  the  joint  where  the  bands 
are  seen  on  the  edge  of  the  board,  there  is  a 
constant  strain  which  must  result  in  breaking 
the  cord  if  the  book  is  in  frequent  use.  Un- 
less a  tight  back  is  well  bound,  it  will  not  open 
as  well  as  a  loose  back,  but  if  the  work  is  well 
done  the  difference  between  them  is  not  worth 
mentioning.  A  loose  back  is  better  looking, 
especially  when  fixed  out  with  false  raised 
bands,  but  as  these  bands  add  nothing  to  the 
strength  of  the  book,  and  may  often  weaken 
it,  their  use  ought  not  to  be  advised. 

Every  item  of  cost  in  finishing  the  tops  and 
edges  should  be  cut  off,  as  there  is  no  need  of 
doing  more  than  burnishing  the  top  with  an 
agate,  the  cost  of  which  ought  not  to  be  more 
than  I  1-2  cents  per  volume.  This  burnishing 
is  almost  as  perfect  a  protection  against  dust 
as  gilding,  which  will  cost  from  15  cents  to 
20  cents  per  top,  or  marbleing  at  from  3  cents 
to  5  cents,  or  coloring  at  10  cents  per  volume. 

In  finishing  the  back  all  tooling  and  orna- 
mentation should  be  avoided  except  plain  gilt 
cross  lines  and  blind  tooling,  to  divide  the 
back  into  panels,  and  perhaps  a  plain  gilt 
fillet  where  the  leather  and  sidings  join.  The 
lettering  should  be  in  the  most  used  form  of 
Roman  capitals  and  Arabic  numerals,  large 
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and  clear  enough  to  be  easily  read,  and  should 
be  stamped  on  the  back  and  never  on  labels, 
which  are  liable  to  come  off.  The  use  of  old 
English,  German  or  other  fancy  types,  punctu- 
ation marks  and  Roman  notation,  is  confusing 
to  the  eye  and  should  not  be  allowed. 

It  is  a  good  plan  to  have  the  lettering  al- 
ways in  the  same  relative  position,  and  the 
following  arrangement  is  considered  the  best ' 
Put  the  author's  name  in  the  top  panel,  with 
initials  if  needed ;  a  brief,  comprehensive  title 
made  up  from  the  title  page  if  possible,  in  the 
second;  the  editor,  translator  or  commenta- 
tor, if  netcssary,  in  the  third ;  and  the  year, 
whole  number  of  the  volume,  the  series  and 
series  volume,  in  the  order  mentioned,  without 
prefixing  v.,  vol..  Band,  etc.,  in  the  fourth.  In 
some  rare  cases,  as  on  newspapers,  it  is  well 
also  to  add  the  months.  When  books  are 
bound  together  put  the  author  of  the  leading 
book  in  the  top  panel  and  its  title  in  the  sec- 
ond, and  the  author  and  title  of  the  second 
book  in  the  third  panel.  When  books  have 
fixed  class  and  book  numbers  they  should  be 
gilded  on  in  the  bottom  panel  of  8vo  and 
smaller  volumes,  and  in  the  top  of  the  first 
panel  of  larger  volumes.  Lettering  costs  only 
from  3  cents  to  5  cents  per  line,  and  the  sav- 
ing in  time  and  trouble  spent  in  constantly 
replacing  paper  numbers  will  warrant  the 
outlay. 

Paper  sidings  will  ordinarily  give  the  best 
satisfaction,  as  they  cost  2  cents  to  3  cents 
less  than  cloth  and  will  wear  about  as  long. 
They  give  but  little  friction  on  the  shelves, 
and  do  not  curl  up  at  the  edges,  fray  out  at 
the  ends,  nor  blister  with  moisture,  as  cloth 
will.  Moreover,  paper  when  worn  out  can  be 
easily  replaced.  Full  leather  work,  except  in 
rare  cases,  has  no  place  in  a  library. 

The  cost  of  binding  varies  so  much  in  dif- 
ferent places,  and  with  the  style  and  quality  of 
work,  that  it  is  hard  to  give  any  figures  which 
will  be  of  value.  An  8vo  in  one-half  morocco 
will  cost  from  75  cents  to  ^1.25  ;  a  i2mo  from 
50  cents  to  80  cents ;  a  i6mo  from  35  cents  to 
70  cents,  etc.  At  the  New  York  State  library 
we  have  adopted  the  following  schedule,  which 
we  think  represents  a  fair  price  for  the  very 
best  style  of  library  work : 


Sns. 
Q=«3ocm 
"  =-28.5 
0=25 

D=-20 
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1 1. 25 

1.15 
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'7S 

.60 
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Ii.oo 

.90 

75 
.60 
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Cloth. 

1.75 
.70 
.60 
.50 
•35 


Bear  in  mind,  however,  that  the  cheaper 
grades  of  this  leather  work  are  in  all  respects 
equal  to  the  morocco  binding  except  as  to  the 
leather  and  finishing  used.  While  it  is  cer- 
tain that  in  parts  of  the  country,  owing  to 
competition  and  other  causes,  the  price  of 
binding  has  gone  down  within  the  last  few 
years,  yet,  as  in  most  European  countries  the 
cost  has  risen  in  spite  of  competition,  we  have 
no  reason  to  expect  that  work  will  ever  be 
very  much  cheaper  here  than  at  present 

Of  the  work  that  comes  from  abroad,  the 
French  is  the  cheapest  and  the  most  satisfac- 
tory. English  binding,  when  in  morocco,  is 
excellent,  especially  in  the  forwarding.  And 
German  work,  while  not  so  well  forwarded  as 
either  of  the  others,  is  good  in  the  finishing 
and  leather,  and  is  certainly  much  more  satis- 
factory than  German  work  of  a  few  years  ago. 
Figures  furnished  on  Aug.  i  show  the  price 
of  an  8vo  in  one-half  morocco  to  be,  in  London, 
3s.  6d. ;  in  Leipzig,  2mk.  25pf. ;  in  Paris,  2  fc. ; 
so  money  can  still  be  saved  by  having  books 
bound  abroad. 

The  temptation  to  start  a  bindery  in  a  li- 
brary is  often  very  great  to  any  one  familiar  * 
with  the  cost  and  character  of  good  work. 
Binders  who  do  good  work  at  fair  prices  are 
not  numerous  even  in  our  large  cities,  and  in 
places  removed  from  these  large  centres  book- 
binding is  either  practiced  in  a  crude  state  or 
is  charged  for  at  fancy  rates.  It  is  easy  to 
reaaon,  **  I  pay  |i, 500  for  binding,  but  as  I  can 
get  a  binder  for  $1,000  and  can  hardly  use 
$200  worth  of  materia],  I  can  save  money." 
Under  certain  conditions  this  reasoning  may 
be  good,  but  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  it  is 
wrong.  A  library  which  wishes  to  do  first- 
class  work  of  all  kinds  suitable  for  its  use, 
repairing,  relettering,  cloth  case  work,  well 
forwarded  duck  work  on  large  volumes,  and 
extra  one-half  morocco,  will  almost  certainly 
lose  money  by  doing  its  own  work  if  its  bind- 
ing bill  is  no  more  than  $2,500  a  year,  and  if  it 
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expends  from  12,500  to  l3,ooo  it  wiQ  still  be 
on  the  doubtful  list.  But  on  any  larger 
amount  it  should  save  money.  The  success 
of  the  enterprise  depends  entirely  upon  a 
proper  subdivision  and  supervision  of  labor, 
and  no  bindery  can  hope  to  make  a  profit  if  it 
has  not  work  for  at  least  three  hands.  The 
experiment  has  been  thoroughly  tried  and 
enough  data  have  been  collected  to  make  it 
certain  that  none  but  the  larger  and  rapidly 
growing  libraries  can  expect  to  run  a  bindery 
at  a  profit,  and  that  even  these  can  hope  but  for 
only  small  financial  gain.  There  is  one  excep- 
tion to  this  rule  which  should  be  noted  here. 

Some  of  the  rapidly  circulating  libraries  in 
the  large  cities  where  books  are  bound  for 
constant  use,  and  with  the  expectation  that 
many  of  them  will  wear  out  in  service,  have 
found  that  they  can  save  money  by  doing 
their  own  work.  They  employ  one  all-'round 
binder  at  about  1 1,000  a  year  and  perhaps 
$200  worth  of  assistance,  and  turn  out  work 
which  costs  from  20  cents  to  30  cents  per  vol- 
ume. This  style  of  binding  is  usually  in  duck, 
with  little  or  no  lettering.  That  it  is  suitable 
for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  put,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  libraries  which  use  it  leaves  little 
doubt,  but  it  has  no  place  in  a  library  which 
binds  for  preservation.  But  even  in  doing 
this  kind  of  work,  where  the  annual  cost  of 
running  will  not  exceed  $1,200  to  $1,500  a  year, 
it  is  easy  to  see  what  a  large  number  of  vol- 
umes at  from  20  cents  to  30  cents  must  be 
bound  to  cover  expenses. 

But  for  first-class  library  work  the  case  is 
far  different.  Suppose  you  have  your  plant, 
which  will  cost  from  I650  to  $800,  all  paid 
for,  and  are  willing  to  leave  out  from  your  cal- 
culation the  interest  on  both  plant  and  stock, 
the  cost  of  light,  heat,  book-keeping,  insur- 
ance, etc.,  and  you  set  out  to  do  work  which 
is  worth  $2,500  a  year.    To  do  this  work  you 


will  require  three  hands,  a  finisher  at  |2o  a 
week,  a  forwarder  at  $12,  and  a  sewer  at  t^ 
so  that  in  round  numbers  the  labor  will  cost 
|it975  a  ye^-  But  the  stock  used  in  doing 
this  work,  if  the  conditions  are  the  same  as  at 
present  exist  in  the  New  York  State  library, 
will  cost  from  $575  to  $625,  so  that  your  total 
cost  will  be  from  $2,550  to  $2,600.  If,  how- 
ever, you  do  $3,000  worth  of  work,  you  may 
require  another  hand,  an  apprentice  at  $4  a 
week,  which  will  make  your  labor  cost  in 
round  numbers  $2,185,  and  the  stock  will  cost 
from  $690  to  $750,  so  that  the  total  cost  will 
be  from  $2,875  to  ^2,935. 

These  approximations,  though  deduced 
from  the  practical  experience  of  the  New 
York  State  library  bindery,  are  meant  to  rep- 
resent in  all  cases  the  highest  cost  and  the 
most  disadvantageous  circumstances.  How- 
ever, as  we  are  actually  doing  work  at  the  rate 
of  from  $3,100  to  $3,200  per  year,  and  that  too 
largely  of  the  very  best  quality,  the  quality  on 
which  binders  make  their  greatest  profit,  and 
are  not  showing  any  great  direct  financial 
gain,  your  reporter  is  inclined  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  any  attempt  at  library  binding  in 
any  library  which  has  not  other  objects  in 
view  than  the  mere  saving  of  money  on  the 
current  contract  rates,  unless  that  library  is 
very  large. 

The  indirect  advantages,  however,  are  nu- 
merous and  valuable,  namely,  safety,  conven- 
ience, saving  in  time,  the  certainty  of  having 
work  done  as  wanted,  and  the  ability  of  hav- 
ing outside  work  done  at  figures  much  lower 
than  binders  would  give  if  they  did  not  have 
to  compete  with  you  for  your  own  work. 
These  advantages  are  not  to  be  disregarded 
or  underestimated,  but  if  we  are  to  consider 
the  direct  money  gain  alone,  we  must  con- 
clude that  it  can  not  be  looked  for  in  a  library 
bindery. 
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POINTS  OF  AGREEMENT  AMONG  LIBRARIANS  AS  TO  LIBRARY 

ARCHITECTURE. 

BY  CHARLES  C.  SOULE,  TRUSTEE  OF  THE  BROOKLINE  (MASS.)  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


T  T  has  been  stated  that  architects  can  get 
little  help  from  librarians  in  planning  libra- 
ries, because  librarians  do  not  agree  as  to 
what  they  want.  This  misapprehension  prob- 
ably arises  from  the  fact  that  library  litera- 
ture, while  it  abounds  in  discussions  of 
mooted  points  of  construction,  contains  ap- 
parently no  recent  statement  of  elementary 
principles.  To  elucidate  these  principles 
some  preliminary  knowledge  of  the  subject 
is  required,  and  architects,  asking  advice 
without  experience  of  their  own,  draw  out 
and  emphasize  the  striking  differences  of 
opinion,  rather  than  the  substantial  agree- 
ments among  librarians. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  state  cer- 
tain principles  of  construction,  as  to  which 
those  prominent  American  librarians  who 
have  had  occasion  to  consider  problems  of 
building,  appear  to  be  unanimously  agreed. 

To  librarians,  most  of  these  propositions 
will  appear  like  truisms;  but  the  necessity 
for  formulating  them  appears  in  the  fact  that 
very  few  library  buildings  erected  in  this 
country  during  the  last  ten  years  conform  to 
all,  and  some  of  them  conform  to  none,  of 
these  axiomatic  requirements. 

Librarians  are  generally  agreed  as  to  the 
following  fundamental  principles  of  library 
architecture. 

A  library  building  should  be  planned 

for  library  work. 

The  work  of  a  library  is  (or  should  be)  as 
definitely  marked  out  as  that  of  a  school,  or  a 
hospital,  or  a  factory ;  and  the  building  to 
contain  it  should  be  planned  with  as  much 
care,  and  as  intelligent  a  regard  to  its  proper 
functions. 

Every  library  building  should  be 
planned  especially  for    the    kind   of 


work  to  be  done,  and  the  community 
to  be  served. 

Libraries  differ  widely  in  scope.  The  col- 
lege library,  the  State  library,  the  reference 
library,  the  circulating  library,  the  profes- 
sional library,  the  town  library  —  while  they 
have  much  in  common  —  have  different  re- 
quirements as  to  rooms  and  arrangements; 
and  libraries  of  the  same  class  may  differ  as 
to  probabilities  of  growth,  conditions  of  equip- 
ment, and  opportunities  for  usefulness. 

The  interior  arrangement  ought  to 
be  planned  before  the  exterior  is  con- 
sidered. 

Within  such  necessary  limitations  as  the 
size  and  shape  of  the  lot  and  the  amount  of 
money  available,  the  first  consideration  of 
librarian,  building  committee,  and  architect 
should  be,  not  what  exterior  style,  but  what 
interior  plan,  is  best  for  the  library. 

No  convenience  of  arrangement 
should  ever  be  sacrificed  for  mere 
architectural  effect. 

While  the  architect  may  suggest  changes 
of  plan  which  will  improve  the  appearance  of 
the  building  without  sacrificing  any  point  of 
usefulness,  no  essential  conveniences  for 
library  work  ought  to  be  surrendered.  It  is 
far  better  that  a  library  should  be  plain,  or 
even  ugly,  than  that  it  should  be  inconven- 
ient. A  steam-engine,  superb  in  finish  but 
faulty  in  construction,  is  properly  condemned. 
A  library  is  a  literary  engine  requiring  equally 
perfect  construction  to  do  economical  and 
efficient  work. 

The  plan  should  be  adapted  to  prob- 
abilities and  possibilities  of  growth 
and  development. 
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In  constructing  a  library  building,  it  may  be 
wise  to  build  only  for  the  needs  of  the  present 
generation ;  but  room  and  opportunity  should 
always  be  allowed  for  future  development 
The  community  may  grow,  the  library  may 
increase  beyond  expectation,  its  methods  may 
change,  its  sphere  may  enlarge,  or  the  progress 
of  library  science  may  develop  improvements 
in  administration,  requiring  changes  and  en- 
largement. 

Simplicity  of  decoration  is  essential 
in  the  working-rooms  and  reading- 
rooms. 

If  money  can  be  spared,  the  exterior  of  a 
library  building,  its  approaches,  entrances, 
and  corridors,  may  be  embellished  to  any 
extent ;  but  the  rooms  intended  for  use,  while 
they  ought  to  be  attractive  in  form  and  color, 
should  be  free  from  that  showy  decoration 
which  attracts  sight-seers  to  disturb  the  quiet 
and  distract  the  attention  of  workers  and 
readers. 

A  library  should  be  planned  with 
a  view  to  economical  administration. 

No  library  can  be  so  liberally  endowed  as 
to  be  beyond  the  need  of  economy,  in  time  as 
well  as  in  money.  A  well-planned  library  can 
be  administered  more  smoothly  and  less  ex- 
pensively than  one  badly  planned.  In  order 
to  save  money,  expedite  work,  and  insure 
prompt  service  to  the  public,  the  rooms  of  a 
library  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  require  as 
few  attendants,  as  few  steps,  and  as  little  labor 
as  possible.  The  librarian's  room  should  be 
near  the  centre  of  the  system,  within  easy 
reach  of  the  public  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
working-rooms  on  the  other. 

The  rooms  for  public  use  should  be 
so  arranged  as  to  allow  complete 
supervision  with  the  fewest  possible 
attendants. 

The  danger  of  mutilation  or  theft  of  books 
or  periodicals  is  lessened,  if  every  part  of  a 
reading-room  is  in  plain  view  of  the  delivery 
clerk  or  of  some  other  attendant. 


There  should  be  as  much  natural 
light  as  possible  in  all  parts  of  the 
building. 

No  artificial  light  can  be  as  healthy  for  at- 
tendants and  for  books,  so  agreeable  to  the 
eyes,  or  so  economical,  as  daylight. 

Windows  should  extend  up  to  the 
ceiling,  to  light  thoroughly  the  upper 
part  of  every  room. 

With  high  windows,  and  walls  and  ceiling 
of  a  light  color,  the  upper  part  of  a  room 
holds  and  diffuses  daylight.  With  low  win- 
dows it  may  be  a  cavern  of  gloom. 

Windows  in  a  book-room  should  be 
placed  opposite  the  intervals  between 
book-cases. 

In  planning  a  book-room  or  stack  the  book- 
cases ought  to  be  located  and  the  windows 
ought  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  cast  light,  and 
not  shadow,  down  all  the  aisles. 

The  arrangement  of  books  in  tiers 
of  alcoves  and  galleries  around  a 
large  hall  (exemplified  in  the  Public 
Libraries  of  Boston,  Cincinnati,  and 
Detroit)  is  considered  entirely  obso- 
lete. The  old  style  of  shelving  around 
the  walls,  in  alcoves,  and  in  galleries, 
has  been  generally  superseded  by  the 
use  of  "  floor-cases," —  that  is,  double 
book-cases  arranged  in  parallel  lines 
across  the  floor  of  a  room, —  or 
"stacks,**  which  are  tiers  of  floor- 
cases,  one  close  above  the  other. 

Shelves  around  the  walls,  and  in 
alcoves,  are  still  used  in  small  libra- 
ries not  likely  to  grow  much  ;  and  in 
libraries  where  access  to  the  books  is 
unrestricted  and  space  can  be  spared. 

A  form  of  shelving  which  is  gprow- 
ing  in  favor,  is  an  arrangement  of 
floor-cases  in  large  rooms,  with  space 
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between  the  tops  of  the  book-cases 
and  the  ceiling,  for  ventilation  and  the 
diffusion  of  light. 

[This  form  of  shelving  is  sometimes  called 
a  "one-story  stack,"  but  the  term  does  not 
appear  to  be  as  appropriate  as  "  floor-cases."] 

There  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  **  stack"  method  of  shelving 
books.  All  librarians  recognize  the  objec- 
tions to  the  **  stack,"  but  most  of  them  believe 
that  economy  of  cost,  room,  and  work  re- 
quires its  use  to  some  extent  in  large  libra- 
ries. Prominent  librarians  urge,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  inconveniences  of  the  system 
are  very  great,  and  that,  as  a  rule,  its  use 
should  be  avoided. 

The  plan  for  reference  libraries  so 
strongly  advocated  by  Dr.  Poole  (clas- 
sifying the  books  in  departments  and 
arranging  them  for  storage  and  study 
in  separate  rooms,  under  one  roof)  has 
so  far  influenced  library  construction 
that  modem  library  plans  provide  ac- 
commodations for  readers  near  the 
books  they  want  to  use,  whatever  sys- 
tem of  shelving  is  adopted. 

In  a  circulating  library  the  books 
most  in  use  should  be  shelved  in  floor- 
cases  close  to  the  delivery  desk. 

In  the  floor-cases  of  a  reference 
library  the  upper  shelves  should  be 
narrower  than  those  below,  with  a 
ledge  about  three  feet  from  the  floor. 

This  form  of  shelving  leaves  more  elbow- 
room  in  passing,  admits  more  light,  and  pro- 


vides a  temporary  resting-place  for  books  in 
use  or  in  transit 

Three  feet  between  floor-cases  is 
ample  for  all  purposes  of  adminis- 
tration. 

No  shelf,  in  any  form  of  book-case, 
should  be  higher  than  a  person  of 
moderate  height  can  reach  without  a 
step-ladder. 

Shelving  for  folios  and  quartos 
should  be  provided  in  every  book- 
room. 

Straight  flights  are  preferable  to 
circular  stairs. 

Communication  by  speaking  tubes 
and  bells  should  be  arranged  between 
the  working-rooms  of  a  library. 

So  far,  prominent  librarians  who  have 
given  special  study  to  library  construction 
appear  to  agree  unanimously.  Other  points 
of  general  agreement — such  for  instance  as 
objection  to  lofty  halls  for  use  as  reading- 
rooms  or  delivery-rooms  —  have  been  omitted 
where  any  one  could  be  found  who  doubted 
their  universal  application.  On  many  such 
points  librarians  are  approaching  unanimity 
through  frank  discussion  and  practical 
experiment 

If  this  paper  serves  a  useful  purpose,  the 
writer  may  ofiFer  at  some  future  conference  a 
discussion  of  **  Tendencies  in  Library  Archi- 
tecture," covering  more  fully  and  systemati- 
cally the  whole  subject  from  the  librarian's 
point  of  view. 
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HOW  THE  RECLASSIFICATION  AND  RE-NUMBERING  OF  60,000  VOL- 
UMES   WAS    DONE    IN    THE    DETROIT    PUBLIC    LIBRARY 
WITHOUT  CLOSING  THE  LIBRARY  OR  STOPPING  THE 
CIRCULATION    OF    BOOKS. 

BY  H  :  M.  UTLEY,  LIBRARIAN. 


TN  1886  the  Detroit  public  library,  which 
then  numbered  about  80,000  volumes,  was 
arranged  upon  the  fixed  location  system. 
The  library  has  four  galleries,  which,  with 
the  main  floor,  give  five  tiers  of  book  cases, 
divided  into  twenty  alcoves  in  each  tier.  The 
alcoves  are  numbered  from  one  to  one  hun- 
dred, beginning  at  the  southwest  comer  of 
the  main  floor,  and  counting  from  left  to  right, 
making  five  circuits  of  the  building  and  end- 
ing at  the  top.  Each  alcove  is  divided  into 
nine  divisions,  and  each  division,  when  the 
sizes  of  books  permit,  has  nine  shelves.  The 
books  were  numbered  for  alcove,  division, 
shelf,  and  number  of  book  on  shelf.  They 
had  no  accession  number  or  other  identifica- 
tion mark.  If  a  library  were  absolutely  fin- 
ished this  system  of  numbering  would  be  the 
ideal  one.  It  fixes  a  definite  place  of  resi- 
dence, a  home  for  every  book ;  and  books  are 
not  naturally  migratory  in  their  character. 
The  system  of  numbering  had  been  employed 
in  this  library  many  years,  and  frequently  the 
books  had  been  re-adjusted  and  re-numbered 
to  meet  the  difliculties  occasioned  by  rapid 
accessions.  Only  five  years  before  the  date 
mentioned,  the  library  had  been  closed  three 
and  a  half  months,  to  the  very  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  public,  to  permit  such  re-adjust- 
ment, and  the  then  librarian  estimated  that 
this  would  not  need  to  be  done  again  for  a 
period  of  at  least  ten  years.  But  before  five 
years  had  passed  it  was  found  that  some 
classes  had  grown  much  more  rapidly  than 
had  been  anticipated,  and  though  plenty  of 
space  for  growth  had  been  left,  on  the  whole, 
it  had  not  always  been  left  with  prophetic 
precision.  The  result  was  that  confusion  was 
becoming  worse  confounded  every  day. 

Then  the   library  board  gave   orders   for 
printing  a  catalog,  and  it  became  evident  that 


if  the  fixed  book  numbers  were  embalmed  in 
a  printed  catalog  the  future  diffculties  of  ad- 
justing the  library  into  any  sort  of  order  would 
be  greatly  enhanced.  I  determined  to  discard 
the  old  inflexible  system  and  make  a  radical 
change  to  one  better  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
a  rapidly  growing  library.  The  commissioners 
assented  to  the  change  and  the  consequent 
delay  in  issuing  a  catalog,  but  only  on  the 
condition  that  the  library  should  not  be  closed 
nor  its  use  practically  interrupted.  Librarians 
consulted  agreed  that  there  were  better  sys- 
tems than  ours,  but  none  thought  that  the 
conditions  of  a  change  imposed  by  the  board 
could  be  fully  observed.  The  best  advice 
was  to  number  the  accessions  by  a  new  sjts- 
tem  and  then  gradually  take  up  the  old  books 
and  fit  them  into  new  places.  But  this  plan 
would  be  interminably  slow  and  would  post- 
pone indefinitely  the  printing  of  a  catalog, 
already  in  a  forward  state  of  preparation  and 
for  which  the  public  was  clamoring.  So  there 
seemed  to  be  no  other  course  but  to  boldly 
assault  the  main  collection. 

There  was  already  in  the  library  a  some- 
what crude  classification,  apparently  based  on 
the  leading  principle  of  the  decimal  system  — 
that  is,  the  books  were  grouped  under  nine 
general  heads  with  a  few  subdivisions.  But 
under  the  cast-iron  arrangement  of  book  num- 
bers several  of  the  classes  were  necessarily 
broken  and  scattered. 

Upon  consideration  I  adopted  the  decimal 
classification  system  entire  with  the  Cutter 
system  of  author  notation,  the  two  combined 
to  form  the  book  number,  and  never  went  to 
the  trouble  of  assigning  accession  numbers. 
In  January,  1887,  two  library  assistants  were 
set  to  work.  They  had  had  only  limited  study 
of  the  systems  and  practically  no  experience 
in  their  application.    Their  plan  of  action  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UTLEY. 


21 


first  to  make  the  entire  round  of  the  building 
for  the  critical  inspection  of  every  book  to 
determine  its  subject  or  class,  and  they  be* 
gan  by  selecting  such  sections  as  threatened 
the  fewest  difficulties  to  their  inex]>erience. 
Having  decided  upon  a  class  figure,  it  was 
entered  upon  the  upper  left-hand  margin  of 
the  title  page  with  pencil,  subject  to  erasure 
if  a  change  was  finally  thought  desirable. 
This  done,  the  book  was  put  back  in  its  old 
place  on  the  shelf  to  be  used  by  the  public 
freely,  as  before.  Such  books  as  were  out 
from  any  section  undergoing  classification 
were,  upon  their  return  to  the  library,  placed 
in  the  hands  of  these  assistants  for  classi- 
fication before  being  put  on  the  shelves. 
New  books  added  to  the  library  were  treated 
in  like  manner  before  going  upon  the  shelves 
In  due  course  of  time  the  circuit  of  the  li- 
brary had  been  completed  and  every  book  had 
received  its  class  number.  The  public  had 
not  suffered  the  slightest  inconvenience  on 
account  of  the  work,  in  fact,  could  not  have 
suspected  that  anything  unusual  was  going 
on  in  the  library.  The  books  were  freely 
drawn  for  home  reading  and  no  restriction 
whatever  was  placed  on  their  use  on  account 
of  the  operation  described.  This  was  the 
most  difficult  portion  of  the  work  and  con- 
sumed the  largest  proportion  of  the  time. 

The  next  step  was  to  assort  and  bring  to- 
gether all  the  books  bearing  the  same  class 
figure,  and  to  assign  to  each  book  its  proper 
author  designation  and  its  consequent  place 
on  the  shelf.  This  step  compelled  the  stop- 
page of  the  circulation,  but  only  of  one  class 
at  a  time  and  that  for  a  very  limited  period. 
Ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the  library  was  still 
as  freely  used  as  ever.  This  plan  when  put 
to  the  test  caused  no  dissatisfaction  on  the 
part  of  the  public  and  proved  to  be  entirely 
convenient.  When  one  subdivision  was  com- 
pleted it  was  released  for  use  and  another  was 
taken  up.  And  so  in  due  time  the  second 
round  of  the  library  was  made  and  the  work 
was^one. 

As  before  stated,  the  work  was  begun 
about  Jan.  i,  1887;  it  was  finished  in  May, 
1888,  a  period  of  one  year  and  five  months. 
All  the  books  in  the  library  were  thus  classi- 


fied and  renumbered,  except  fiction,  books  in 
the  German  language,  and  government  docu- 
ments. The  work  was  done  by  two  persons, 
with  the  help  of  a  third  for  two  or  three 
months,  and  it  involved  the  handling  of 
60,000  books.  The  cost  in  money  was 
$1,595,  salaries  of  assistants  engaged  on  the 
work,  to  which  should  be  added  $347  paid  for 
labor,  shifting  books,  pasting  labels,  etc., 
making  a  total  outlay  of  $1,942,  an  average  of 
a  trifle  over  three  cents  per  volume. 

The  expense  involved  in  such  an  under«> 
taking  would  depend,  of  course,  in  every  in- 
stance upon  the  rate  of  salaries.  In  the  case 
stated  no  outside  expert  was  employed,  and 
our  own  assistants,  being  inexperienced,  nec- 
essarily worked  slowly  at  the  outset  and  in 
some  few  instances  found  it  advisable  to 
revise  their  work  of  classification.  So  it  is 
an  open  question  whether  it  would  not  have 
been  economy  to  employ  a  thoroughly  skilled 
expert  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  Some- 
thing might  undoubtedly  be  gained  in  the 
matter  of  time,  if  that  were  important,  and 
probably  an  expert  could  better  deal  with 
some  close  questions  in  classification. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  the  change 
was  not  made  a  moment  too  soon  and  that  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  system  adopted.  The  move 
was  an  economical  one  for  the  library,  be- 
cause the  books  are  now  numbered  for  all 
time,  and  that  work  will  not  have  to  be  re- 
peated every  ten  years,  as  was  contemplated 
by  my  predecessor.  The  new  system  has 
now  been  in  full  use  something  over  three 
years  and  has  been  found  to  be  a)l  that  was 
expected.  It  was  easily  learned  by  the 
library  assistants,  who  have  never  had  any 
trouble  in  keeping  the  books  in  their  proper 
order.  It  is  economical  of  room.  Very 
much  less  space  is  left  for  growth  than  for- 
meriy,  and  if  the  space  left  does  not  prove  to 
be  exactly  where  needed,  none  is  wasted,  for 
the  books  may  be  pushed  either  forward  or 
backward.  It  permits  new  books  to  be  put  on 
the  shelves  exactly  where  they  should  be,  so 
that  all  the  books  in  the  library  on  a  g^ven 
topic  are  compactly  grouped  together  and 
always  in  strict  alphabetical  order  of  authors. 
The   book    numbers   are    not    cumbersome. 
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They  are  usually  composed  of  six  or  seven 
characters,  and  in  very  few  cases,  such  as 
local  or  town  history,  run  up  as  high  as  nine 
or  ten.  In  arranging  the  books  in  the  library 
their  numerical  order  was  not  strictly  fol- 
lowed, but  classes  most  used  were  placed  in 
the  most  convenient  locations.  In  two  or 
three  instances  it  has  been  found  desirable  to 


transfer  groups  or  subdivisions  from  one 
place  to  another  to  make  room  for  some  over 
crowded  group.  This  caused  no  confusion 
for  it  was  only  necessary  to  notify  the  library 
assistants  of  the  change. 

In  all  respects  the  system  seems  to  be 
simple,  flexible,  elastic,  practical. 


LIBRARIES  AND    SCHOOLS. 


BY    S:    SWETT    GREEN,  LIBRARIAN   OP  WORCESTER  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


A  FEW  years  ago  no  aid  was  afforded  sys- 
•^^  tematically  by  public  libraries  to  schools. 
Now,  on  the  contrary,  in  a  very  large  number 
of  towns  and  cities  libraries  are  closely  con- 
nected with  schools. 

To  judge  from  statements  in  the  annual 
reports  of  such  libraries  as  come  to  me  I 
should  say  that  almost  all  public  libraries  in 
the  United  States  are  trying  in  one  way  or 
another  to  be  of  assistance  to  schools. 

Gen.  Eaton,  late  United  States  Commis- 
sioner of  Education,  stated  a  few  years  ago 
that  no  library  had  aided  schools  so  systemat- 
ically, in  so  many  different  ways  and  so  suc- 
cessfully, as  the  Free  Public  Library  in  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts. 

It  is  because  I  am  the  librarian  of  that 
library,  I  presume,  that  I  have  been  re- 
quested to  prepare  the  paper  which  I  am 
now  reading  to  you. 

Teachers  and  librarians  are  co^ducators. 

Librarians  should  cultivate  friendly  rela- 
tions with  teachers  and  let  them  understand 
that  they  are  ready  to  afford  them  any  avail- 
able facilities  for  using  books  and  getting  at 
information,  and  to  join  them  in  endeavors 
to  make  the  books  of  the  library  serviceable 
to  their  scholars. 

First,  however,  start  with  the  knowledge 
and  approval  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  or  such  other  person  or  body  as 
may  have  the  authority  to  decide  what  work 
is  to  be  done  in  schools. 

In  making  arrangements  to  assist  teachers 
and  their  pupils  consult  freely  with  the  super- 
intendent and  teachers,  and  make  up  your 
minds  in  regard  to  what  it  is  practicable  to 


undertake  with  the  books  at  your  command 
and  without  interfering  unwarrantably  with 
the  school  curriculum. 

Before  going  further  let  me  state  distinctly 
that  if  the  work  contemplated  is  to  be  done 
librarians  must  be  allowed  time  in  which  to 
confer  with  teachers  and  help  them  and  their 
scholars,  or  be  supplied  with  accomplished 
assistants  to  attend  to  this  branch  of  library 
service. 

I  wish  also  to  add  that  many  duplicates  are 
needed  in  doing  school  work.  Such  as  are 
called  for,  however,  accumulate  gradually  if  a 
few  books  are  bought  every  year  with  espe- 
cial reference  to  that  kind  of  work. 

A  close  connection  between  libraries  and 
schools  is  practicable  everywhere;  in  large 
cities,  small  cities,  large  towns,  snudl  towns, 
and  villages. 

Generally  speaking,  libraries  do  not  provide 
many  books  with  especial  reference  to  the 
wants  of  young  children ;  still  teachers  in  the 
lower  grades  of  schools  will  find  in  all  libra- 
ries books  that  are  useful  to  themselves,  and 
in  almost  all  libraries  others  which  they  can 
use  without  change  for  the  benefit  of  pupils. 

For  example,  a  book  which  contains  pic- 
tures and  descriptions  of  animals  may  be  used 
in  training  the  eye  and  cultivating  the  power 
of  observation  in  children. 

Passages  in  books  taken  from  libraries  are 
read  to  classes  to  illustrate  lessons  in  geog- 
raphy. 

In  one  instance  that  I  know  of  lines  from 
Longfellow's  poem  of  Evangeline  were  read 
aloud,  and  when  an  interest  had  been  awak- 
ened in  the  scenes  and  incidents  described  in 
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it,  numbers  of  children  were  carried  to  a 
library  to  see  certain  elaborate  illustrations 
of  the  poem  which  were  published  several 
years  ago. 

When  teachers  have  talks  with  pupils  about 
countries  and  read  extracts  from  books  to 
them,  the  boys  and  girls  wish  to  borrow  the 
books  to  take  home  to  read. 

They  are  given  to  them,  and  others  are  fur- 
nished describing  travels  and  adventures  or 
containing  fairy  tales  or  good  stories. 

The  habit  of  reading  and  a  taste  for  good 
reading  are  thus  formed  together,  and  if  chil- 
dren have  begun  the  use  of  poor  books,  that 
use  is  supplanted. 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  the  boys  and  ' 
girls  thus  served  would  not  go  to  libraries 
themselves ;  nor,  should  they  go,  would  they 
make  a  judicious  selection  of  books. 

Then,  too,  it  is  well  to  begin  early  to  culti- 
vate in  school  a  taste  for  good  reading  on  the 
ground  that  large  numbers  of  boys  and  girls, 
and  particularly  such  as  are  children  of  uned- 
ucated men,  whose  judgment  regarding  the 
character  of  books  is  defective,  leave  school 
before  reaching  the  higher  grades  even  of  the 
grammar  schools. 

Many  books  from  libraries  are  used  as 
reading  books.  Teachers  have  reported  to 
me  that  great  improvement  in  reading 
aloud  had  been  remarked  as  a  consequence 
of  using  books  that  particularly  interested 
children. 

Advance  has  been  noted,  too,  as  a  result  of 
the  use  of  library  books,  in  general  in 
telligence,  and  in  readiness  in  answering 
questions.  A  large  use  may  be  made  of 
pictures  and  of  books  that  are  generously  illus- 
trated in  rendering  assistance  to  younger 
children. 

In  schools  of  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  grades 
and  in  high  schools  a  very  large  use  is 
made  of  library  books  in  the  school  room. 

Some  of  these  are  used  in  the  exercise  of 
reading  at  sight  or  after  a  minute's  examina- 
tion of  the  passage  to  be  read. 

More  are  used  as  aids  in  studying  geogra- 
phy. Some  of  the  books  used  for  that  pur- 
pose are  read  by  teachers  in  preparing  them- 
selves for  recitations.    Teachers  also  select 


passages  from  works  for  pupils  to  read  aloud, 
n  a  class  exercise,  or  silently  in  their  seats. 

Books  are  given  to  scholars  to  read,  after 
they  have  learned  their  lessons.  Many  vol- 
umes are  taken  to  homes  to  be  kept  over 
night,  over  Sunday,  for  a  few  days,  or  for  a 
week  or  more. 

In  some  school  rooms  100  volumes  are  to  be 
found  at  one  time  in  readiness  for  immediate 
use. 

In  some  schools  scholars  are  allowed 
to  examine  the  collections  of  books  from 
libraries  and  to  select  such  as  interest  them 
to  read,  or  have  their  attention  called  to  vol- 
umes which  illustrate  lessons. 

Sometimes  a  thousand  volumes  from  a 
library  on  an  average  will  be  found  in  use 
every  day  of  the  school  year  for  school  pur- 
poses. I  remember  maJking  an  estimate  of 
the  average  number  of  volumes  in  the  Free 
Public  Library  in  use  in  the  schools  of  Wor- 
cester, daily,  during  two  of  the  busiest 
months  of  the  winter  term  and  finding  it  to  be 
1,666. 

That  number  was  additional,  of  course,  to 
that  of  books  taken  out  on  cards  held  by  indi- 
vidual boys  and  girls  and  to  such  as  were 
used  within  the  library  building. 

The  librarian  of  an  important  library  stated 
a  few  years  ago  that  he  found  that  626  out  of 
1,024  books  taken  out  in  a  given  time  on 
teachers'  and  pupils'  cards  were  stories.  No 
such  abuse  of  privileges  is  necessary,  how- 
ever. Nor  should  it  be  tolerated.  Those 
cards  should  be  used  almost  exclusively  for 
procuring  from  libraries  books  needed  for 
educational  purposes. 

In  Worcester  the  rule  is  that  teachers 
shall  take  out  on  teachers'  cards  only  one 
story  at  a  time  for  entert^nment  merely. 
That  rule  is  strictly  enforced,  and  all  the 
books  taken  from  the  library  in  that  city,  by 
teachers,  with  the  exception  mentioned,  are  for 
purposes  of  study  or  serious  reading,  or  for 
use  in  putting  wholesome  literature  into  the 
hands  of  children. 

Many  of  the  books  provided  for  children, 
however,  are  of  course  stories.  The  stories 
furnished,  however,  are  only  such  as  possess 
real  merit 
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By  availing  themselves  of  privileges  af- 
forded by  libraries  which  are  working  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  purposes  of  teachers,  instruc- 
tors are  doing  a  great  service  to  the  pupils 
in  supplanting  the  use  of  worthless  books  and 
papers,  by  stimulating  an  interest  in  good 
books  which  they  introduce  them  to. 

The  advantages  obtainable  from  the  use  of 
books  by  teachers  and  scholars  are  greatly  in- 
creased when  a  collection  of  such  books  as 
are  most  needed  is  made  constantly  availa- 
ble. For  that  reason  some  libraries  have  al- 
lowed schools  to  keep  a  considerable  number 
of  their  books  in  school  rooms  for  a  term  or 
even  for  a  longer  period  of  time. 

I  know  of  one  principal  of  a  grammar  school 
who  with  his  assistants  has  been  so  success- 
ful in  awakening  an  interest  in  subjects  of  in- 
quiry in  connection  with  daily  school  work, 
that  by  putting  books  into  the  hands  of  his  pu- 
pils to  answer  such  inquiries,  he  has,  without 
the  use  of  force,  controlled  nearly  -the  whole 
of  the  home  reading  of  the  children  attending 
school  in  the  building  under  his  charge. 

It  should  be  added,  moreover,  that  a  great 
many  of  the  books  given  to  children  to  take 
home  are  read  by  their  parents  and  older 
brothers  and  sisters. 

That  fact  is  not  surprising,  for  librarians 
know  that  books  which  are  attractive  to  school 
children  are  very  commonly  found  entertaining 
to  men  and  women. 

Another  kind  of  service  which  libraries  in 
Worcester  and  other  places  have  rendered  to 
schools  consists  in  furnishing  them  with  25  or 
50  copies  of  some  work  adapted  to  the  mental 
capacity  of  young  persons  on  the  American 
Revolution  or  our  Civil  war,  so  as  to  enable 
a  class  to  study  some  period  of  American  his- 
tory with  minuteness  in  a  graphic  and  inter- 
esting narrative. 

Numerous  copies  of  choice  specimens  of 
English  and  American  literature  have  also 
been  supplied  to  schools,  to  aid  in  the  careful 
study  of  certain  authors  and  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  the  habit  of  reading  with  atten- 
tion and  comprehension  of  the  meaning,  and 
with  appreciation  of  skill  in  presenUtion  of 
a  subject,  and  of  the  beauties  of  style  and 
composition  displayed  in  literary  productions. 


So  much  good  has  come  from  work  of  this 
kind  done  by  the  aid  of  libraries,  that  in  some 
cases  school  committees  have  taken  hold  of 
the  matter  and  bought  books  needed  in  doing 
it  from  school  funds. 

In  doing  this  kind  of  work  a  different  book 
may  be  given  to  every  pupil,  he  being  re- 
quired to  read  the  book  so  carefully  that  he 
can  give  a  good  account  of  its  contents  in 
writing  or  orally. 

Some  teachers  see  that  pupils  are  provided 
with  blank  books  in  which  to  write  down  lists 
of  interesting  good  books  which  have  been 
previously  written  on  a  blackboard,  and  ques- 
tions which  they  are  to  find  answers  for  by 
going  to  libraries. 

If  a  teacher  wishes  to  make  his  scholars 
feel  how  much  our  ancestors  suffered  in  first 
peopling  this  country  and  preparing  it  to  be- 
come a  pleasant  habitation  for  their  descend- 
ants, he  goes  to  a  library  and  is  there  aided 
to  select  a  book  which  contains  a  vivid  de- 
scription of  pioneer  life,  and  gives  it  to  the 
members  of  a  class,  in  turn,  to  read. 

To  aid  in  the  study  of  American  literature 
in  the  high  school  in  Worcester  it  has  been 
our  custom  to  furnish  two  or  three  copies  of 
the  best  works  of  such  authors  as  Irving, 
Holmes  and  Hawthorne  to  the  principal,  to  be 
used  by  pupils  in  becoming  familiar  with  whole 
works  of  an  author.  Some  of  the  books  fur- 
nished are  used  by  every  member  of  the  class. 

In  teaching  natural  history  interesting 
books  on  various  subjects  are  sought  by  in- 
structors and  furnished  by  libraries. 

Twenty-five  books  at  a  time  are  sometimes 
sent  to  a  high  school  to  illustrate  an  epoch  in 
history  when  an  effort  is  made  to  study  some 
period  topically. 

Simple  and  pure  French  and  German  stories 
are  furnished  to  teachers  to  give  to  scholars 
to  read  at  home,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it 
easy  for  them  to  read  books  in  the  French 
and  German  languages. 

In  giving  out  subjects  for  compositions, 
such  as  are  closely  connected  with  studies 
are  selected,  and  scholars  in  getting  the  infor- 
mation needed  before  writing  use  library 
books  either  in  the  school  room  or  at  the 
library  building. 
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In  some  schools  an  hour  is  set  apart  every 
week  for  the  teacher  to  use  as  he  pleases  for 
the  benefit  of  scholars. 

That  hour  is  used  by  some  teachers  in  find- 
ing out  what  pupils  are  reading  and  how  they 
read. 

Teachers  learn  in  this  way  much  about  the 
occupations  and  minds  of  the  boys  and  girls 
under  their  charge,  and  are  thereby  enabled 
to  give  a  useful  turn  to  their  thoughts  and 
employments. 

The  number  of  books  that  teachers  are  al- 
lowed to  take  away  from  libraries  for  their 
own  use  and  that  of  children  varies  in  differ- 
ent places,  according,  mainly,  to  the  size  of 
libraries  and  their  interest  in  school  work. 

In  Worcester  we  allow  teachers  to  take 
home  or  to  the  school  room  six  books  for  their 
own  use  and  twelve  for  the  use  of  pupils.  If 
they  need  more  books  and  ask  for  them  they 
generally  get  them. 

Teachers  are  everywhere  held  responsible, 
I  presume,  for  the  use  of  reasonable  care  in 
keeping  books  from  being  lost  or  injured. 

Books  sent  to  school  rooms  are  sometimes 
picked  out  by  librarians,  sometimes  selected 
by  teachers.  In  some  places  baskets  are  pro- 
vided by  the  school  authorities  which  scholars 
use  in  carrying  books  to  and  from  school- 
houses.  Horse  cars  are  freely  used  in  such 
places.  In  Newton,  Mass.,  which  is  a  collec- 
tion of  villages  separated  by  considerable  dis- 
tances, books  are  distributed  from  the  central 
library  to  schools  through  local  expresses. 

Lists  of  books  for  young  persons  are  issued 
by  some  libraries.  Superintendents  of  schools 
sometimes  print  lists  of  good  books  for  use  in 
schools  at  the  end  of  their  reports. 

I  have  space  now  only  to  call  attention  to 
the  excellent  collection  of  books  for  children 
contained  in  Sargent's  "  Books  for  the 
Young,"  issued  by  the  publication  section  of 
this  association. 

In  doing  the  kind  of  work  which  I  have  been 
describing,  there  is  danger  of  interfering  with 
the  normal  mental  development  of  children 
by  putting  ourselves  in  a  position  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  gratification  of  natural  and  harm- 
less tastes,  which  we  may  not  happen  to  sym- 
pathize with,  and  so  in  weakening  the  desire 


to  read  at  all.  That  danger,  however,  can  be 
guarded  against. 

Many  persons  are  surprised  when  they  find 
out  what  a  good  class  of  books  children  will 
read,  when  their  attention  is  called  to  them 
and  judgment  is  used  in  exciting  an  interest 
in  them. 

So  much  for  the  work  done  in  the  school 
room. 

A  word  now  in  regard  to  that  done  in  the 
library  building. 

The  librarian  helps  teachers  to  get  at  such 
books  as  they  need  to  give  them  information, 
or  aid  them  in  making  investigations. 

When  questions  are  asked  in  schools  which 
cannot  be  answered  with  sources  of  informa- 
tion at  hand,  a  scholar  is  sent  for  a  book  at 
once  if  the  school  house  is  near  the  library,  or 
the  teacher  or  scholar  goes  to  the  library 
after  the  close  of  school  and  gets  the  facts 
sought  for,  for  use  the  following  day. 

The  librarian  helps  in  carrying  out  the 
wishes  of  teachers  regarding  their  pupils. 

If  they  are  set  to  make  little  inquiries  he 
puts  into  their  hands  books  on  the  subject 
adapted  to  their  ages,  and  shows  them  how  to 
get  information  out  of  them  by  the  use  of  in- 
dexes, tables  of  contents,  page  headings,  etc. 
He  introduces  them  to  encyclopaedias  and 
atlases,  and  to  gazetters  and  dictionaries  of 
biography  and  those  treating  of  other 
branches  of  knowledge. 

The  librarian  sets  aside  books  which  a 
teacher  wishes  scholars  to  see,  so  that  they 
may  be  always  at  hand  for  use. 

He  helps  children  to  pick  out  good  books 
to  read.  He  gives  them  collections  of  pieces 
to  speak  and  helps  them  to  get  at  material  to 
use  in  debates. 

In  some  libraries  systematic  instruction  is 
given  by  librarians. 

Classes  go  in  squads  to  libraries  and  are 
given  books  illustrative  of  some  period  in  his- 
tory, some  country  or  other  subject  that  they 
are  stud3ring  about,  and  taught  how  to  use  the 
books. 

Some  librarians  go  into  schools  and  talk  to 
the  children  about  books  and  their  value  in 
connection  with  school  work. 

Teachers  carry  classes  to  libraries  to  look 
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at  large  illustrated  works,  throwing  light  on 
their  studies.  They  are  given  a  room  where 
they  can  be  by  themselves  and  talk  freely. 

These  and  other  kinds  of  work  done  by 
libraries  and  schools  together  have  been  fully 
described  in  articles  in  the  Library  jcumaL 
Several  of  the  best  of  these  I  collected  into  a 
little  volume,  **  Libraries  and  Schools,"  pub- 
lished  by  the  late  Frederick  Leypoldt  of  New 
York.    I  fear  that  it  is  now  out  of  print. 

In  some  libraries,  for  example  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  great  attention  is  given  within  the 
library  building  to  little  children. 

Assistants  can  readily  be  trained  to  render 
aid  to  inquirers. 

Decided  improvement  in  the  character  of 
the  reading  of  young  persons  has  been 
remarked  in  places  where  there  has  been  an 
intimate  connection  between  libraries  and 
schools. 

In  doing  the  different  kinds  of  work  de- 


scribed in  this  paper,  the  exact  form  which 
they  are  to  take  should  be  decided  upon  after 
consultation  between  individual  teachers  and 
librarians,  and,  of  course,  with  the  ^)provalol 
persons  in  power. 

The  work  done  in  different  places  will  vary 
according  to  diversity  in  the  character  of 
libraries,  schools,  teachers  and  librarians. 

Teadiers  soon  learn  the  value  of  being  ac- 
corded a  free  use  of  books  for  themselves  and 
schoUrs.  Little  libraries  are  often  bought  for 
schools,  in  consequence  of  the  recognition  of 
the  advantages  that  follow  ready  access  to 
books  for  reference,  study  and  collateral  read- 
ing. In  these  cases  public  libraries  supple- 
ment the  school  library. 

No  extraordinary  qualities  are  required  by 
librarians  who  undertake  to  do  work  in  con- 
nection with  schools.  Those  really  needed  are 
interest  in  the  work,  knowledge  of  books,  a 
good  education,  good  manners,  and  good  sense. 


ECONOMICAL,    EDUCATIONAL,   SELECT    CATALOGUES  FOR    PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES. 


BY    WILLIS    K.   STETSON,  LIBRARIAN    NEW    HAVEN   FREE   PUBUC   LIBRARY. 


'T^HE  Boston  Public  Library  class  list  of 
History,  Biography  and  Travel,  and  the 
Quincy,  Mass.,  catalogue,  both  issued  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  were  so  successful,  appar- 
ently, in  accomplishing  a  most  important 
object,  that  it  has  seemed  strange  to  the 
writer  that  they  have  not  had  more  imitators. 
Of  course  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
many  libraries  could  equal  these  in  respect  to 
the  elaborate  notes,  but  something  more  could 
be  done  than  has  been  done.  Everything 
which  can  be  added  to  a  catalogue,  to  help 
the  reader  ignorant  of  books,  repays  for  the 
effort  and  expense,  within  certain  limits. 
There  is  no  library  which  cannot  give  some 
information,  and  most  libraries  can  add  con- 
siderable information  to  the  titles  of  the 
books.  A  mere  sign,  distinguishing  juveniles, 
will  prevent  much  disappointment,  and  help 
in  selecting  books.  Misleading  titles  can  be 
explained  in  a  few  words.  Books  of  especial 
importance  might  be   indicated   by   special 


signs  or  styles  of  type.  As  to  notes,  such  as 
those  in  the  catalogues  above  cited,  there  is, 
of  course,  more  difficulty ;  yet  it  seems  to  me 
perfectly  feasible  to  insert  many  helpful  notes 
in  most  library  catalogues. 

Perhaps  the  chief  obstacle  is  the  cost  of 
printing.  Twenty-seven  per  cent  of  the  Bos- 
ton class  list  was  in  note  type,  roughly  indi- 
cating the  increased  cost  in  consequence  of 
notes.  How  shall  the  cost  be  met?  Is  not 
the  answer  —  make  the  catalogues  select,  and 
not  complete.  If  notes  would  be  more  useful 
than  the  titles  of  some  books,  omit  such  titles 
and  print  the  notes.  We  suppose  the  library 
to  have  a  complete  card  catalogue.  The  card 
catalogue  is  not  sufficient  for  the  public,  in 
case  of  the  most  popular  books,  and  hence 
these  titles  should  be  printed ;  but  the  least 
popular  or  least  important  may  be  omitted. 
A  complete  printed  catalogue  of  a  growing 
library  is  impossible  in  reality,  and  special 
means  might  well  be  taken  to  impress  the 
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fact  on  the  public,  and  certainly  should  be  in 
case  of  a  select  catalogue.  If  we  can  sacri- 
fice the  only  completeness  which  is  possible, 
and  make  the  catalogue  select,  then  there  is 
possibility,  or  greater  possibility,  of  printing 
an  annotated  catalogue. 

Still  keeping  in  mind  that  the  printed  cata- 
logue is  to  be  especially  planned  for  the  aver- 
age reader,  the  select  catsUogue  might  contain 
analyticalsy  just  as  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  catalogue  does  —  to  cite  a  notable 
example.  Selection  is,  of  course,  eminently 
necessary  here.  The  principle  is  to  give  the 
most  help  to  the  reader,  and  analytical  refer- 
ences on  popular  topics  are  more  useful  than 
entries  of  books  of  little  interest  and  value. 

Select  catalogues  might  be  kept  within  such 
limits  of  size  and  price  that  the  public  could 


purchase  them.  Whatever  may  be  the  utility 
of  ownership  and  home  use  of  catalogues,  the 
price  of  catalogues  must  be  low  if  the  public 
are  to  buy  them.  Few  libraries  can  afiFord  to 
print  complete  catalogues  at  all,  except  brief- 
est-title lists,  still  less  to  make  the  price  pop- 
ular. Perhaps  the  select,  educational  cata- 
logue might  be  the  best  thing  viewed  from 
this  standpoint. 

The  whole  question  of  printed  catalogues 
for  public  libraries  has  not,  it  seems  to  me, 
been  adequately  treated  in  print,  and  the  pur- 
pose of  this  mere  note  is  to  excite  discussion. 
I  doubt  not  that  many  share  with  me  the 
desire  that  the  views  and  experiences  of  the 
librarians  at  San  Francisco  may  be  expressed 
for  the  benefit  of  others. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 


BY    MISS    CAROLINE    M.  HEWINS,    LIBRARIAN    HARTFORD    LIBRARY. 


T  AST  year's  report  on  gifts  and  bequests 
to  libraries  in  the  United  States,  which, 
it  may  be  remembered,  was  in  an  express 
office  at  Burlington,  Vt,  all  through  the  con- 
ference at  Fabyan's,  contained  returns  from 
libraries  to  the  amount  of  more  than  $22,000,- 
000.  Answers  were  received  from  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  libraries  from  which  information 
had  been  requested.  On  this  account  the 
Bureau  of  Education  was  asked  last  January 
to  undertake  the  work  of  collecting  and  tabu- 
lating statistics,  and  has  had  the  matter  under 
consideration  and  last  year's  report  in  its 
possession  for  six  months,  without  any  appar- 
ent result.* 

This  year,  g^fts  or  bequests,  present  or 
future,  to  fifty  libraries,  have  been  reported. 
Their  value,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  estimated, 
is  11,400,000,  of  which  more  than  $1,000,000  is 
in  money,  the  rest  being  in  land,  buildings, 
books,  manuscripts,  collections  of  pictures 
and  coins,  etc.  Only  sixteen  States  are 
represented. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  year,  in 

*  The  Bureaa  is  now  (Dec.  7)  preparing  a  series  of  questions. 

C.  M.  H. 


bringing  the  subjects  of  gifts  and  bequests 
before  the  public,  is  the  report  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  of  Massachu- 
setts, with  photogravures  of  sixty-eight  free 
library  buildings.  Of  these  forty-eight  are 
gifts,  four  bequests,  one  both  gift  and  bequest, 
six  partly  gifts,  and  nine  built  by  appropria- 
tions from  towns  or  cities.  They  are,  how- 
ever, only  a  small  part  of  the  buildings  which 
house  the  books  in  the  free  libraries  of  246 
of  the  351  towns  and  cities  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Tillinghast,  the  State  Librarian,  said  not  long 
ago  that  sixty  memorial  library  buildings  had 
been  erected,  and  $5,500,000  given  outright 
by  individuals  for  them. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  take  measures,  through  the 
State  associations  or  every  State  represented 
in  the  conference,  to  establish  Library  Com- 
missions for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and 
publishing  library  statistics  as  a  first  step 
towards  planting  libraries  where  they  have 
never  been  before,  and  to  secure  as  many 
illustrations  as  possible  of  libraries  which 
have  been  erected  by  gift  or  bequest,  making 
most  prominent  those  given  during  the 
donor's  lifetime. 
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.State. 

City  or  Town. 

Name  of  Library. 

Gift  or 
Bequest 

Source. 

Value. 

Money. 

California. 

(4 

San  Francisco. 
Stockton. 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co. 

Gift. 
Bequest. 

Adolph  Sutro. 

Wells.  Fargo  &  Co.  and  employ^. 

Wm.  P.  Hazleton. 

NotsUted. 
$75,000.00 

Connecticut. 

4« 
44 
44 
44 

.( 
|4 
44 
44 
«• 

Ansonia. 

Branford. 

Bridgeport. 

Canaan. 

Danielsonville. 

New  Haven. 

4| 
44 
44 
44 
44 

Ansonia  Lib. 

Bridgeport  Free  Lib. 
Davft  M.  Hunt  Lib. 
People's  Library.  ' 
Yale  University. 

44                     4t 
44                     4t 
44                     4« 
44                     44 

Gift. 
Bequest. 

44 
44 

Gift 

Bequest. 

Gift. 

44 
44 

Miss  Caroline  Phelps  Stokes. 
T.  B.  Blackstone. 
Catherine  E.  Hunt 

44 

Judge  Almond  M.  Paine. 

Alvan  Talcott. 

Rev.  Dr.  H.  M.  Dexter. 

James  Terry. 

Ex-Gov.  James  L.  English. 

Mrs.  Henry  Famham. 

Hon.  Robbins  BatteU. 

Prof.  Henry  W.  Famham. 

30.000.00 

115,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

10,000.00 

15,000.00 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

500.00 
113.50 

1  2,000.00 

1,000.00 

10,000.00 

25,000.00 

10,000.00 
500.00 
500.00 
223.50 

4t 

North  Granby. 

Frederick  H.  Cossitt  Lib. 

44 

Heirs  of  Frederick  H.  Cossitt 

10,000.00 

(0,000.00 

44 
44 

Stafford  Springs. 
Torrington. 

Torrington  Lib.  Assoc. 

Bequest. 

Arba  G.  Hyde. 
Lauren  Wetmore. 

30,000.00 
is,ooo.oo 

22,OOO.CO 

Illinois. 

Chicago. 
Durand. 
MerriU. 

Chicago  Pub.  Lib. 
Durand  Lib.  Assoc 

Bequest. 

Jerome  Beecher. 
Andrew  Ashton. 
T.  B.  Scott. 

a,ooo.oo 

100.00 

10,000.00 

2.000.00 

100.00 

10,000.00 

Louisiana. 

La.  Historical  Soc 

Maine. 

Machias. 

Bequest. 

Henry  L.  Porter. 

10,000,00 

Mar^Und. 

4» 

Baltimore. 

44 
4« 

Manual  Trainlne  Sch. 
Johns  Hopkins  Univ. 
Peabody  Institute. 

Bequest. 
Gift. 

•4 

J.  £.  A.  Cunningham. 
J.  R.  Gilmore.        - 
W.  H.  Rinehart. 

95^)00.00 

95,000.00 

Massachusetts. 

.4 
44 

Boston. 

Ipswich. 

Marlboro. 

Methuen. 

Newburyport. 

Boston  Public  Library. 
Ipswich     ••           «• 

44                    44                     44 

Nevins  Memorial. 
Newburyport  Pub.  Lib. 

44 
«4 

Joseph  ScholEeld. 
Albert  Farley  Heaixl. 
Levi  Bigelow. 
Mary  A.  Nevins. 
Abram  WUIiams. 

11.766.77 

10,000.00 

500.00 

10,000.00 

1,000.00 

11,766.77 

10,000.00 

500.00 

1,000.00 

4t 

Salem. 

Salem  Pub.  Lib. 

Gift. 

Hon.  J.  B.  F.  Osgood. 

100.00 

100.00 

'• 

*' 

44               44          44 

44 

James  D.  Perkins. 

100.00 

100.00 

Minnesota. 

St.  Paul. 

Bequest. 

Judge  Henry  Hall. 

500,000.00 

5OOKXXXOO 

Nebraska. 

Omaha. 

Bequest. 

Byron  Reed. 

90,000.00 

New  Jersey. 

HighUtown. 
Paterson. 

Longstreet  Library. 

Gift. 

Mrs.  Ryle. 

12,000.00 
1,000.00 

12,000.00 
1,000.00 

NewVork. 

44 

44 

Buffalo. 
Geneva. 
Marathon. 
New  York. 

44 

Buffalo  Library. 
Hobart  College. 

Ames  Museum  of  Nat.Hbt. 
Astor  Library. 

Be<^uest. 

44 

Le  Grand  Marvin. 

J.  L.  Swift. 

Mrs.  Marsena  Brink  Peck. 

Mrs.  M.  Schuyler  EUiot 

J.  J.  Astor. 

19,000.00 

20,000.00 
15,000.00 
75,000.00 

i9,ooaoo 
20,000.00 

44 

<( 

Columbia  CoUege. 

Gift. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  P.  Avery. 

30,ooaoo 

4t 
44 

44 

44 
44 
«4 

Southampton. 

44                       44 

Free  Circulating  Lib. 

44                    44             *•      44 

Bequest. 

Gift. 
Bequest. 

C.  M.  Da  Costa. 

44 

Henry  G.  Marquand. 
Mrs.  Harriet  J.  Rogers. 

1,500.00 
5,000.00 

1,500.00 
5,oooux> 
10,000.00 

Ohio. 

Hendale. 

Bequest. 

Mrs.  Mary  Allen. 

50,000.00 

50,000.00 

Pennsylvania. 

44 

MeadvUle. 
Pittoburg. 

MeadvilleTheoLSem. 
Pittsburg  Lib.  Assoc 

•4                    44              4( 

Gift. 

4« 
44 

Huidekoper  Family. 
William  Thaw. 
H.  Phipps,  Jr. 

6,000.00 
5,000.00 
5o,ooaoo 

5,000.00 
5o,ooox» 

Rhode  Island. 

Olneyville. 

Gift. 

Miss  S.J.Eddy. 

IKW0.00 

1,000.00 

•i 

Providence. 

PubUc  Library. 

Bequest. 

Albert  J.  Jones. 

2.ooaoo 

2,000.00 

Burlington. 

University  of  Vt. 

Gift. 

Frederick  Billings. 

50,000.00 

50,000.00 

<4 

Rutland. 

Rutland  Free  Lib. 

44 

Reuben  Rose. 

500.00 

500.00 

Wisconsin. 

3reen  Bay. 
Menoroonie. 

Mabel  Tainter  Memorial. 

Gift. 

• 

Rufus  B.  Kellogg. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Tainter. 

500.00 
18,000.00 

500.00 
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Book!. 

Manttacrtpts,  etc. 

Land. 

Building. 

Conditions  or  Remarks. 

40,000 

For  public  use. 
For  public  library. 

Land. 

Building. 

Books  about  1 10*000  more. 

Memorial  to  his  father.    Includes  house  for  librarian. 

In  addition  to  a  fund  of  l5,ooo. 

..850 

««97 

Papeft  of  Jeff eraon  Daris. 

Und. 

Also  a  valuable  medical  library. 
Connecticut  sermons,  etc. 

For  a  seminary  lib.  in  Amer.  hist. 

For  building  and  books,  given  on  account  of  a 
memorandum  among  Mr.  Cossitt's  papers. 

]  or  library  on  death  of  his  wife  and  sister. 

Subject  to  life  interest  of  widow. 

a,ooo 

1,000  Autographs. 

Mas.  and  Coins,  Tal.  I5O1000. 

Also  book-case. 

Income  to  be  spent  for  books. 

Income  to  be  used  as  long  as  library  lasts. 

Income  to  be  spent  for  books. 

(  For  reference  books,  in  addition  to  1 1,000  pre- 

t  viously  given. 
Unconditional. 

(  For  Public  Library  and  other  such  institutions  as 
(  Common  Council  shall  determine. 

On  condition  that  dty  erect  building. 
For  altering  building  given  last  year. 

Napoleana. 
Books. 

Architectural  lib. 
Law  and  mite.  lib. 

Art  Collections. 

Last  instalment  of  a  bequest  of  $54,000. 
To  found  a  free  public  library. 

( |iS«oooforcare  and  increase  of  collection;  |i5,ooo 
\  for  immediate  use.                                   ^ 

Land. 

House. 
Lib.Bld'g. 

Subject  to  life  interest  of  a  cousin. 
For  erection  of  school  library. 

On  condition  of  Sunday  opening. 

For  bmlding  fund. 

( Income  of  half  for  Italian  books  and  half  for  books 
( on  design. 

(  For  management  of  library,  in  addition  to  |3oo,ooo 
(forbuUding. 

Besides  lis.ooo  in  1S89. 
Building. 
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USE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  IN  THE  CLEVELAND  SCHOOLS. 
By  W:  H.  Brett,  Librarian  Cleveland  (O.)  Public  Library. 


"POR  several  years  past  the  teachers  in  the 
•*■  Cleveland  schools,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate, and  also  some  teachers  of  private  classes 
have  been  allowed  to  draw  from  three  to  six 
additional  books,  and  in  some  cases  to  retain 
them  longer  than  the  usual  time. 

This,  though  an  advantage  prized  by  the 
more  efficient  teachers  of  the  city,  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  schools. 

During  the  year  1889  the  issue  of  books  to 
the  teachers  in  the  names  of  their  pupils  and 
for  their  use  was  begun.  In  addition  to  sev- 
eral smaller  selections  of  books,  earlier  in  the 
year,  fifty  volumes  were  placed  in  each  of 
eleven  schools,  which  remained  through  the 
last  semester  of  that  year.  During  1890  col- 
lections numbering,  except  in  a  few  instances, 
50  volumes  each,  were  placed  in  61  schools 
and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  year. 

As  I  write,  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year,  the  applications  already  indicate  a  very 
large  increase. 

At  first  the  books  were  issued  in  the  name 
of  the  pupils,  the  teacher  being  responsible 
for  them.  This  was  merely  to  comply  with 
the  rules,  as  the  teacher  actually  divided  the 
books  among  her  pupils  as  she  saw  fit. 

Lately  the  rule  was  modified  to  permit  the 
issue  of  books  directly  to  the  teacher  for  the 
use  of  her  pupils  without  the  formality  of 
charging  them  to  the  pupils. 

One  of  the  library  assistants  who  has  had 
charge  of  this  work  from  the  beginning  has 
been  accustomed  to  visit  each  school  once 
each  month,  to  check  up  the  books  and  see 
that  they  were  properly  cared  for.  This  fre- 
quent oversight  is  important  to  protect  the  in- 
terest of  the  library,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  teachers  promptly  to  any  deficiency,  and 
also  to  give  the  assistant  opportunity  to  make 
helpful  suggestions  to  the  teacher. 

Teachers  were  permitted  to  return  any 
books  they  chose  at  any  time  and  draw  others, 
but  very  few  exchanges  were  made.  The 
selections  of  books  first  made  were  usually 


retained  with  very  little  change  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  They  were  used  by  the  teachers  at 
their  own  discretion.  In  almost  every  in- 
stance they  were  issued  to  the  pupils  for  use 
at  home,  where  they  were  read  by  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family;  and  as  most  of  the  books 
were  placed  in  schools  remote  from  the 
library,  these  were  in  effect  small  delivery 
stations,  operated  without  expense  to  the 
library  for  the  benefit  of  the  group  of  fomilies 
represented  in  the  schools.  It  places  books 
in  many  families  which  have  not  been  using 
the  library,  and  to  many  children  it  is  their 
first  introduction  to  good  reading. 

One  teacher  told  me  an  incident  showing 
the  hunger  for  books.  A  copy  of  a  favorite 
story  disappeared.  It  had  just  before  been 
reluctantly  returned  by  a  bright  girl  of  her 
class,  and  the  teacher's  suspicions  were 
aroused  that  the  desire  to  possess  the  book 
had  proved  too  strong  a  temptation  for  her. 
When  questioned  she  finally  admitted  that 
she  had  taken  the  book,  but  bursting  into 
tears,  she  exclaimed:  "I  did  want  it  so 
bad.    I  never  had  a  book  in  my  whole  life." 

At  the  close  of  the  last  year  a  little  circular 
was  sent  to  the  teachers  having  books,  asking 
each  what  the  result  had  been  in  her  school, 
whether  it  was  desirable  to  continue  the  issue, 
and  inviting  suggestions  as  to  the  best  books 
and  methods.  The  answers  received  were 
almost  uniformly  enthusiastic  as  to  the  value 
of  the  books  in  the  school,  and  were 
unanimous  in  their  wish  to  have  the 
issue  continued.  Some  reported  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  books  was  very  marked  upon 
the  school  work  and  that  it  inspired  an  inter- 
est in  the  school  which  had  a  fovorable  effect 
upon  the  deportment 

I  happened  to  hear  of  two  schools  in  each 
of  which  the  collection  included  a  bound 
copy  of  Harper's  Young  People.  The  pupil 
making  the  best  record  for  the  week  was  per- 
mitted to  draw  and  use  this  for  the  next  week. 
It  proved  a  capital  stimulus  to  exertion  and 
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fi^ood  behavior.  To  conclude,  I  think  I  may 
regard  the  work  thus  far  as  altogether  fav- 
orable and  encouraging.  It  has  not  been 
done  in  accordance  with  a  plan,  but  has  been 
an  attempt  to  occupy  what  appeared  to  be  a 
new  field  of  usefulness  in  which  we  have  only 
gone  forward  step  by  step,  as  the  way  opened. 
I  believe,  however,  that  the  time  is  coming, 
if  indeed  it  is  not  already  here,  when  the  use 
of  a  collection  of  good  books  in  the  school 
room  will  be  regarded  as  not  merely  desirable, 
but  as  an  absolute  necessity;  when  the  in- 
troduction of  our  children  to  good  literature 
and  the  formation  of  the  reading  habit  will  be 
regarded  as  the  most  important  work  of  the 
school  course.  What  the  best  method 
for  placing  books  in  the  school  room  may 
be,  the  future  must  develop.  I  am  convinced 
now  that  it  should  be  the  central  library  under 
one  management  rather  than  by  independent 
libraries  for  the  separate  buildings  or  rooms* 
whether  this  central  library  be  a  public  library 
or  a  special  one  for  the  schools.  Practically, 
however,  the  public  library  already  organized 
and  equipped  for  work  offers  a  means  of  be- 
ginning the  work  at  once. 

The  essentials  for  successful  work  from  the 
library,  I  think,  are  simply  the  duplication  to  a 
sufficient  extent  of  the  best  books  and  the  fre- 
quent oversight  of  its  collections  when  placed 
in  the  school  rooms.    The  advantages  I  have 


already  sufficiently  mentioned.  In  what  I 
have  written  I  have  merely,  in  accordance 
with  the  request  of  our  president,  given  an 
account  of  the  work  on  our  own  library.  Work 
in  the  same  line  is  being  done  in  the  Mil- 
waukee library,  I  believe,  also  in  the  Detroit 
library  and  elsewhere,  from  which  I  hope  we 
may  hear. 

Permit  me  to  add  a  few  supplementary 
words  in  regard  to  another  direction  in  which 
the  library  may  work  outside  of  its  own  walls. 
We  have  during  the  last  few  years  been  issu- 
ing books  to  a  few  manufacturing  firms  for 
their  employes.  They  give  us  the  names  and 
addresses  of  their  employees  who  wish  to 
draw  books,  they  become  responsible  for  the 
books,  send  for  and  return  them,  usually  once 
a  week.  We  place  catalogs  in  the  works, 
make  out  a  card  which  accompanies  the  book, 
which  taken  out  and  filed  at  the  office  of  the 
works  charges  the  book  to  the  person,  so  that 
the  work  involved  to  the  manufacturer  is  very 
little. 

Of  the  300  names  now  registered  and  using 
the  library  from  the  different  manufactories, 
not  more  than  20  had  ever  used  the  library 
before. 

I  mention  this  not  as  a  record  of  achieve- 
ment, but  as  suggesting  a  hopeful  field  for 
library  extension. 


THE  BEST  LIBRARY  LEGISLATION. 


BY    W.    I.    FLETCHER,    LIBRARIAN    OF    AMHERST    COLLEGE. 


T  HAVE  been  asked  to  present  a  paper  on 
this  subject,  not  of  course  with  the  idea 
that  I  should  bring  forward  anything  ideal, 
although  **the  best"  might  suggest  that. 
Rather  am  I  desired,  I  suppose,  to  set  forth 
the  best  results  of  the  experience  practically 
had  in  this  line,  in  those  States  which  have 
taken  the  lead  in  the  establishment  of  libra- 
ries. 

Library  legislation  is  plainly  in  a  course  of 
evolution,  in  which  we  may  observe  four 
stages  already  past  or  being  attained  and  a 


fifth  plainly  foreshadowed.  The  best  library 
legislation  in  any  time  or  place  is  that  which 
secures,  or  conduces  to,  the  best  results  in 
library  development  and  administration,  time 
and  pbce  taken  into  account. 

Passing  by,  as  not  pertinent  to  our  discus- 
sion, all  legislation  for  the  establishment  of 
State  libraries  or  other  institutions  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  we  find  that  the  first 
stage  in  legislation  for  public  libraries  con- 
sisted in  laws  incorporating  society  libraries, 
the  first  of  which  in  this  country  was  the  Phil- 
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adelphia  Library,  started  by  Benj.  Franklin  in 
1732,  and  incorporated  in  1742.  From  the 
first,  these  libraries  were  recognized  as  pub- 
lic benefits,  and  their  establishment  was  en- 
couraged by  exemption  from  taxation.  At 
least  sixteen  States  now  have  general  laws 
under  which  such  libraries  may  be  estab- 
lished, and  twenty-three  States  exempt  them 
from  taxation,  thus  drawing  a  clear  line  be- 
tween library  associations  and  clubs,  in  which 
the  benefit  is  supposed  to  accrue  only  to 
members,  the  library,  even  in  the  hands  of  a 
society,  being  regarded  as  a  public  good. 

The  second  stage  in  the  development  of 
library  legislation  appears  in  the  laws  passed 
in  twenty-one  States,  beginning  with  New 
York  in  1835,  for  the  establishment  of  district 
school  libraries.  New  York  has  expended 
over  $50,000  annually  in  this  direction  for 
fifty-five  years,  but  there,  as  elsewhere,  the 
system  has  proved  on  the  whole  a  failure, 
although  it  was  at  one  time  regarded  as  a  long 
step  towards  universal  popular  culture.  It 
was  indeed  such  a  step,  in  the  sense  that  it 
prepared  the  way  throughout  the  country  for 
what  was  to  follow,  educating  public  senti- 
ment, and  creating  a  desire  for  better  things. 

In  the  third  stage  of  laws  for  the  further- 
ance of  the  library  interest  we  come  to  the 
beginning  of  the  public  library  strictly  speak- 
ing, i.  e.,  the  library  •*  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  and  for  the  people. " 

In  1849  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire 
passed  the  first  act  of  which  we  have  any 
record,  empowering  towns  and  cities  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  public  libraries  by  taxation. 
Massachusetts  followed  in  1851,  and  other 
States  later.  The  history  of  this  movement 
was  concisely  given  by  Dr.  Poole  in  his  ad- 
dress before  this  association  in  1887;  and  an 
article  by  our  associate,  Mr.  C.  Alex.  Nelson, 
in  the  Annual  Cyclopaedia  for  1887,  gives  a 
resume  of  the  then  existing  laws  of  this  char- 
acter. In  looking  for  the  best  of  these  laws 
we  observe  that  the  differences  are  chiefly  in 
two  points :  the  amount  of  tax  levy  allowed, 
and  the  provisions  made  for  appointment  of 
trustees  or  directors.  As  to  the  amount,  it  is 
somewhat  singular  that  while  New  Hamp- 
shire at  the  very  first  left  the  power  of  taxation 


for  this  purpose  in  the  bands  of  the  towns 
without  limit,  and  has  never  found  reason  to 
amend  that  provision,  nearly  all  the  States 
have  limited  the  amount,  as  has  Great  Brit- 
ain. Massachusetts  began  with  a  limit, 
which  was  soon  abolished.  The  limit  in  a 
few  representative  States  is  as  follows : — New 
Jersey,  one-third  mill ;  Indiana,  three-fourths 
mill;  Connecticut,  2  mills;  Illinois,  towns  2 
mills;  cities  of  less  than  10,000  population, 
I  mill;  cities  of  over  10,000,  one-fifth  mill; 
New  York,  $1  per  poll  for  establishment,  50 
cents  per  poll  for  maintenance ;  Vermont,  the 
same  amounts  doubled.  It  seems  to  be  diffi- 
cult to  say  whether  it  is  best  to  have  this 
limit  fixed  by  State  law  or  not.  Those  States 
which  fix  no  limit  are  quite  satisfied  with  the 
result.  In  other  States  the  circumstances 
may  be  so  different  as  to  make  it  expedient 
to  impose  a  limit  on  possibly  hasty  and  ill- 
considered  local  generosity  towards  the  libra- 
ries, leading  to  the  neglect  of  other  proper 
expenditures. 

The  policy  of  providing  for  the  support  of 
libraries  out  of  fines  taken  in  the  courts,  and 
licenses  of  various  kinds,  is  hardly  a  wise  one. 
It  tends  to  degrade  the  library  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public  to  have  its  prosperity  dependent 
on  the  wickedness  of  the  people,  and  also 
renders  th^  support  of  the  libraries  too  pre- 
carious for  regular  and  satisfactory  work.  A 
direct  tax  levy  is  more  dignified  and  puts  the 
library  where  it  belongs,  on  a  par  with  other 
educational  institutions  of  the  State. 

The  provisions  ior  the  care  of  public  libra- 
ries vary  greatly  in  different  States.  As  an 
extreme  example  of  unwise  simplicity  in  these 
provisions,  I  cite  Colorado,  where  the  mayor 
of  a  city  having  a  public  library  is  required 
to  appoint  annually  a  library  committee  of 
three  to  serve  one  year.  Libraries  cannot 
flourish  under  such  a  regime.  No  stability  of 
management  or  policy  is  possible,  as  no  offi- 
cer could  be  sure  oi  his  place  except  for  the 
current  year,  and  where  there  are  shifting 
local  politics  the  library  will  inevitably  be- 
come a  party  football. 

In  most  of  the  States  larger  boards  are 
required,  and  their  election  is  provided  for 
under  such  restrictions  as  to  secure  compar- 
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ative  permanence  in  office,  and  to  remove  the 
election  out  of  politics.  The  best  legislation 
in  this  respect  is  that  which  provides  wisely 
for  a  non-partisan  board  of  from  seven  to 
twelve  directors,  only  a  portion  to  be  chosen 
at  a  time,  and  all  to  hold  office  for  a  term  of 
years.  But  there  are  two  opposite  dangers 
to  be  guarded  against  here.  While  library 
management  must  be  kept  out  of  politics,  care 
must  also  be  taken  that  it  be  not  committed 
to  a  close  corporation  tending  to  become  a 
one-man  power.  The  Boston  Public  Library, 
having  suffered  from  the  first  of  these  evils, 
sought  relief  in  a  special  act  of  incorporation 
under  which  the  direction  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  five  trustees,  one  appointed  an- 
nually by  the  Mayor  to  serve  fi'^t  years.  The 
recently  printed  report  on  the  expenditures 
so  far  made  on  the  new  building  for  that 
library,  consists  mainly  of  the  testimony  of 
the  president  of  the  board,  in  which  he  makes 
it  appear  plainly  that  the  government  of  the  in- 
stitution has  in  a  few  years  drifted  into  an  early 
complete  one-man  power,  and  that  its  present 
awkward  position  as  to  the  new  building  (and 
in  other  respects  as  well)  is  due  to  this  fact. 

Legislation  of  the  permissive  sort  just  con- 
sidered, with  proper  regulations  as  to  govern- 
ment, is  undoubtedly  the  best  yet  attainable 
for  most  of  the  States,  nor  can  anything 
further  be  well  attempted  until  some  years' 
experience  of  the  great  benefits  of  public 
libraries  has  prepared  a  community  for  yet 
higher  ground. 

But  there  is  higher  ground  to  be  taken,  as 
already  shown  by  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  which  have  added  to  their  permissive 
legislation,  laws  intended  to  encourage  ac- 
tively the  establishment  of  town  libraries,  and 
providing  for  assistance  from  the  State  for  the 
poorer  towns. 

In  Massachusetts  the  State  Library  Com- 
mission in  less  than  two  years  from  its  estab- 
lishment, and  by  the  judicious  expenditure  of 
a  very  small  appropriation,  has  secured  the 
founding  of  libraries  in  over  thirty  of  the  one 
hundred  towns  in  the  State  which  were  with- 
out them,  and  its  members  look  confidently 
to  the  near  future  when  every  town  shall  have 
such  an  institution. 


In  New  York  legislation  was  had  three 
years  ago  providing  for  subsidies  from  the 
State  to  free  libraries  of  a  certain  size  and 
having  a  given  circulation.  While  this  has 
done  much  to  aid  and  stimulate  the  library 
interests  of  the  State,  further  legislation  is 
pending,  intended  to  increase  largely  the  aid 
furnished  by  the  State,  not  only  in  money  but 
in  assistance  and  advice  through  the  State 
Library,  serving  as  headquarters  for  the 
entire  public  library  system  of  the  State. 

This  stimulative  legislation  is  readily  seen 
to  be  a  step  beyond  that  which  is  merely  per- 
missive, but  it  is  a  step  which  can  hardly  ^il 
to  be  taken  by  all  the  States  as  they  are 
gradually  educated  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
value  to  the  State  of  good  public  libraries. 
Nor  can  it  well  be  doubted  that  this  evolution 
of  library  legislation  will  ultimately  bring 
forth  the  ideal  library  law,  that  is  to  say,  the 
one  which  shall  make  it  obligatory  on  towns 
to  have  and  to  properly  maintain  libraries, 
just  as  it  is  now  required  that  schools  be  pro- 
vided. Some  years  ago  a  member  of  the 
Library  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom 
presented  a  resolution  that  Parliament  be  re- 
quested to  pass  a  bill  making  this  requirement 
of  towns.  It  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the 
meeting,  but  the  confident  expectation  ex- 
pressed by  the  Aiover  —  "  It  will  come!"  — 
is  certainly  justified  by  the  course  library 
legislation  has  thus  far  taken. 

To  the  features  of  library  laws  already 
referred  to  must  be  added  another —  the  pro- 
tective. It  has  been  found  necessary,  where 
public  libraries  exist,  to  make  the  willful  or 
careless  defacing  or  injuring  of  library  books 
a  penal  offence.  Only  when  some  prosecu- 
tions under  such  laws  have  taken  place,  have 
library  books  been  safe  in  the  hands  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  community. 

In  closing  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak  of 
some  points  on  which  national  "library  legis- 
lation "  may  be  improved. 

1.  We  want  laws  providing  for  the  regular 
and  prompt  supply  to  libraries  of  the  United 
States  public  documents. 

2.  We  want  an  amendment  of  the  postal 
laws  by  which  library  books  may  pass  through 
the  mails  at  second-class  (i.  e.  pound)  rate. 
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3.  We  want  to  be  allowed  to  import  books 
for  our  libraries  without  the  tedious  and 
vexatious  delays  and  formalities  involved  in 
the  present  system.  Although  public  libra- 
ries do  not  have  to  pay  import  duties,  prob- 


ably  no  class  of  people  would  more  sincerely 
hail  the  removal  of  the  duty  on  books  than 
the  librarians. 
Such,  then,  is  the  *'  best  library  legislation." 


ACCESS  TO  THE  SHELVES   IN   THE   CLEVELAND   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

BY  W:   H.  BRBTT,  THB   LIBRARIAN. 


'T^HE  library  is  classified  upon  the  decimal 
system  of  Mr.  Dewey,  worked  out  as  far 
as  the  third  or  fourth  figure  of  the  decimal 
fraction,  if  necessary. 

The  circulating  department,  except  fiction, 
is  arranged  in  open  alcoves,  convenient  of 
access.  Each  contains  a  reading  table  for 
the  use  of  visitors.  They  are  so  arranged 
that  they  may,  with  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  library,  be  overlooked  by  four  assistants. 
In  especially  busy  times  more  are  needed. 
The  books  are  in  cases  with  glass  doors,  but 
these  are  opened  freely  for  visitors,  and  left 
open  as  long  as  desired.  The  novels  are  on 
open  shelves  behind  a  counter,  and  are  given 
out  by  assistants  on  application.  These  are 
shown  freely  on  the  counter  for  selection. 
The  arrangement  of  the  circulating  depart- 
ment is  shown  by  a  diagram  in  the  Library 
journal  oi  May,  1890,  which  is  substantially 
as  it  has  been  operated  since  March,  1890, 
except  that  the  railing  and  gates  there  shown 
as  closing  each  alcove  have  never  been  put 
in  place,  as  we  found  no  need  of  them.  The 
disadvantage  feared  from  this  plan  was  that 
books  might  be  carried  away  without  being 
charged.  I  say  carried  away  without  being 
charged,  not  as  an  euphemism,  but  because  I 
think  that  when  this  does  occur  it  is  some- 
times through  carelessness  rather  than  delib- 
erate thieving.  Our  loss  since  opening  the 
library  is  slight,  not  apparently  larger  than 
before,  and  is  rather  more  than  proportion- 
ately shared  by  the  class  fiction  which  is  not 
open. 

It  was  also  feared  that  the  books  would 
be  so  misplaced  on  the  shelves  as  to  become 
a  serious  objection,  and  I  intended  to  have 
little  notices  posted,  asking  that  books  be  not 
replaced  on  the  shelves,  but  left  on  the  ledges ; 


this,  however,  has  never  been  necessary,  as 
the  inconvenience  anticipated  has  never 
existed  to  any  serious  extent 

The  advantages  gained  have  been,  first,  the 
greatly  enhanced  value  of  the  library  to  its 
users.  The  importance  of  being  able  to  look 
over  the  books  upon  any  subject  is  obvious  to 
every  student  and  reader,  and  can  hardly  be 
overestimated.  To  those  who  are  undecided 
as  to  what  they  want,  an  assistant  can  readily 
show  an  attractive  shelf  of  books,  or  make  a 
suggestion. 

In  the  history  and  travel  alcoves  the  assist- 
ants usually  keep  a  few  attractive  volumes 
on  the  tables,  from  which  visitors  may  select. 
The  new  books  are  also  shown  on  open 
shelves  in  a  rack,  and  selections  may  be  made 
from  them  at  once.  These  books  are  checked 
each  morning,  so  that  I  know  that  we  are  not 
losing  books  from  them.  Another  important 
advantage  is  the  increased  speed  with  which 
books  may  be  selected  and  drawn. 

The  circulation  of  the  library  has  largely 
increased.  For  the  year  ending  August  31st, 
1889,  the  issue  of  books  for  home  use  was 
about  200,000.  For  the  next  year,  during  the 
last  five  months  of  which  the  library  was 
open,  it  was  235,000,  and  for  the  year  just 
closed  it  has  been  280,000.  This  increase  is 
in  part  due  to  the  growth  of  the  town,  but  I 
attribute  much  of  it  to  the  favor  which  our 
change  in  method  has  found  with  our  reading 
people. 

In  addition  to  the  issue  of  books,  there  has 
been  a  considerable  use  of  the  circulating 
department  as  a  reading  and  study  room,  of 
which  no  account  is  kept  and  no  figures  can 
be  given.  A  fourth  advantage,  and  a  very 
important  one,  is  the  economy  of  the  plan. 
Speaking   from  our  experience  thus  far,  I 
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believe  that  the  expense  per  volume  of  issuing 
books  by  this  plan  will  not  be  above  two- 
thirds  as  great  as  that  by  any  plan  which 
involves  bringing  the  books  to  the  reader,  and 
gives  him  any  reasonable  opportunity  to  look 
them  over  and  select.  Perhaps  I  should 
speak  more  definitely  and  say  that  it  is  not 
more  than  two-thirds  as  great  as  it  was  in  our 
own  library  on  the  old  plan,  as  that  is  the 
only  standard  of  comparison  I  have.  I  say 
this  advisedly,  as  I  find  it  impossible  to 
gather  from  published  library  statistics  any 
accurate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  issue  per 
volume,  so  difficult  is  it  to  separate  the 
amount  paid  for  that  especial  work  from  the 
other  expenses  of  the  library.  To  sum  up,  I 
think  I  may  say  that  our  own  experience  of 
the  open  library  has  been  altogether  favorable. 
I  should  say,  perhaps,  in  addition,  that  I 
regard  it  as  essential  to  its  success,  first,  that 
a  library  should  be  arranged  upon  a  plan 
which    will   afford  well  lighted,    convenient 


book  rooms,  or  alcoves,  which  can  be  econom- 
ically overlooked;  and,  second,  that  it  should 
be  systematically  and  closely  classified  upon 
the  shelves.  The  more  broadly  a  library  is 
classified,  that  is  to  say,  the  nearer  it  approxi- 
mates to  no  classification  at  all,  the  less  use 
will  it  be.  I  do  not  in  this  undervalue  the 
catalogue.  The  value  of  a  catalogue  still  con- 
tinues in  a  library  open  and  carefully  classi- 
fied, in  that  it  shows  books  upon  a  subject 
which  may  be  off  the  shelf,  parts  of  books, 
chapters,  essays,  etc. ;  and  it  may  be  used  out 
of  the  library. 

As  I  look  over  what  I  have  written,  I  fear 
that  I  may  be  open  to  the  charge  of  Unser- 
bibiiothekismus  (permitting  me  to  coin  a 
word),  but  I  have  only  intended  a  frank  state- 
ment of  our  own  experiences  in  an  important 
phase  of  library  management,  hoping  to  con- 
tribute a  little  toward  the  solution  of  a  puz- 
zling problem. 


CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES   AND   PUBLIC   LIBRARIES. 

BY  GARDNER  MAYNARD  JONES,  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  SALEM  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  SALEM,  MASS. 


Tr\R.  W.  F.  POOLE,  at  that  time  librarian 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  read  a 
paper  on  this  subject  at  the  Boston  Con- 
ference of  the  A.  L  A.  in  1879  [L»  J*  4- 
258-262],  giving  special  attention  to  the 
opinions  of  medical  men  as  to  the  danger  of 
contagion. 

In  compiling  the  present  report  for  the 
conference  of  1891,  I  have  approached  the 
subject  from  the  opposite  side,  that  of  the 
actual  experiences  of  libraries,  and  precautions 
adopted.  To  get  at  the  facts,  I  sent  a  cir- 
cular containing  7  questions  to  66  represen- 
tative librarians  of  the  United  States,  Canada, 
England  and  Scotland  (52  American  and  14 
foreign),  to  which  I  have  received  52  replies 
(43  American,  9  foreign).  In  8  cases  the 
librarians  had  no  experience  bearing  on  the 
subject  or  the  replies  were  not  in  such  form 
as  to  admit  of  tabulation,  although  I  have 
sometimes  made  quotations  from  them. 

The  44  other  replies  are  summarized  as 
follows :  — 


Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  disease 
has  been  carried  by  books  delivered  from 
your  library  ? 

Three  do  not  answer ;  39  say  "  No.  "  The 
following  extract  from  the  reply  of  Mr.  K.  A. 
Linderfelt,  Milwaukee  Public  Library,  is  an 
expression  of  the  general  tone  of  the  replies: 
"  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
serious  danger  of  carrying  contagion  by 
means  of  library  books  exists,  but  there  are 
in  every  community  quite  a  number  of  per- 
sons who  feel  nervous  on  this  subject,  and  for 
their  sake  it  is  well  to  take  every  reasonable 
precaution. " 

Mr.  J.  Schwartz,  New  York  Apprentices' 
Library,  says :  "  My  opinion,  founded  on  an 
experience  of  twenty-eight  years,  is  that  con- 
tagious diseases  are  not  spread  through  the 
circulation  of  books  from  libraries.  In  my 
experience  I  never  heard  of  any  reader  to 
whom  a  disease  was  communicated  through 
a  book  loaned  by  the  library.  And  while  the 
attendants  at  the  desks  handled  hundreds  of 
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thousands  of  books  every  year — which  had 
been  circulated  among  all  parts  of  the  city 
and  suburbs  —  there  has  been  only  one  case 
where  any  of  the  library  employees  was  even 
sick  of  a  contagious  disease.  This  case  oc- 
curred about  27  years  ago,  and  from  the  cir. 
cumstances  attending  it,  could  not  have  been 
contracted  at  the  library. " 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Norton,  assistant  librarian  of 
the  Minneapolis  Public  Library,  says :  ''  We 
have  had  but  one  case  brought  to  our  notice 
where  it  was  claimed  by  the  ^mily  that  the 
poison  was  carried  to  them  through  books 
from  the  library,  but  that  was  mere  conjec- 
ture." 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Coe,  librarian  of  the  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library,  says :  "  The 
only  case  of  infection  known  to  us  in  the  ten 
years  since  we  opened  our  library  is  one 
where  a  somewhat  alarming  ulcerous  skin 
disease  attacked  one  of  the  librarians;  this 
was  plainly  from  the  soiled  book  covers." 

What  means  are  adopted  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  contagious  diseases  ? 

Have  you  any  special  arrangements  with 
health  officers  ? 

The  most  general  plan  adopted  is  that  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Poole  at  the  close  of  his  article 
[L.  J.  4 :  262]  and  which  may  be  called  *'  the 
Chicago  plan." 

This  is  as  follows:  The  health  officer 
notifies  the  library  of  all  cases  of  contagious 
disease,  and  books  are  not  loaned  to  residents 
in  such  houses  until  notice  is  received  that  all 
danger  is  passed.  All  books  returned  which 
have  been  exposed  to  infection  are  disinfected 
or  destroyed  before  they  are  replaced  on  the 
shelves  of  the  library. 

Twenty-three  librarians  report  that  this 
plan  is  regularly  followed  in  their  libraries. 
In  one  city,  there  being  no  efficient  Board  of 
Health,  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with 
the  physicians  to  report  direct  to  the  library, 
and  one  library  receives  reports  from  either 
health  officers  or  physicians.  Another  libra- 
rian says:  "Health  officers  sometimes  re- 
port" Seven  depend  on  report  from  the  book 
borrower.  Eleven  report  no  special  arrange- 
ment, and  one  says:  "When  there  is  an 
epidemic  we  stop  circulation."    In  several 


cases  the  regulations  of  the  library  contain  a 
clause  requiring  notification  from  the  reader. 
The  following  from  the  by-laws  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library  is  a  sample  of  such  regula- 
tions :  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  persons 
having  the  privileges  of  the  library  to  notify 
the  librarian  of  the  existence  of  any  con- 
tagious disease  in  their  residences  or  families, 
and  for  failure  to  do  so  their  privileges  may 
be  declared  forfeited  by  the  Board."  One 
librarian,  who  followed  "  the  Chicago  plan  " 
for  three  years,  reports :  "  The  conjunction 
of  books  and  contagious  disease  happened  so 
rarely,  however,  that  the  reports  were  finally 
discontinued." 

In  six  cases  special  blanks  used  for  notifi- 
cation have  been  sent  to  me,  and  some  libra- 
rians speak  of  notices  which  are  posted  in  the 
delivery  room. 

Do  you  disinfect  books  returned  yourself, 
or  is  it  done  by  the  health  authorities  ? 

How  is  this  done  ?  By  sulphur,  hot  air,  or 
otherwise  ? 

Twelve  librarians  report  that  disinfection 
is  always  done  by  the  health  officers,  10 
that  it  is  always  done  at  the  library,  and  4 
that  it  is  done  by  either.  Three  simply  report 
that  it  is  dope  before  the  book  is  returned. 
At  2  libraries  the  book  is  destroyed  and  fine 
remitted,  at  i  the  book  is  not  received  and 
borrower  is  required  to  pay  for  it.  At  Brad- 
ford, England,  the  book  is  taken  to  the  fever 
hospital  for  use  there,  the  sanitary  committee 
paying  the  value  of  the  book. 

The  method  of  disinfection  used  is  as 
follows:  Sulphur  fumes  13,  hot  air  5,  sun- 
light I,  fresh  air  i,  vapor  of  carbolic  acid  in 
an  air-proof  oven  heated  to  100  or  120 
degrees  i.  At  9  libraries  it  is  considered  so 
difficult  to  disinfect  thoroughly  that  the  books 
are  destroyed  by  burning  or  otherwise.  One 
librarian  reports  "Serious  cases  destroyed 
and  mild  disinfected. " 

Miss  Coe  says,  "  We  also  use  a  liquid  dis- 
infectant to  sprinkle  the  paper  removed  from 
the  books  (covers),  as  it  accumulates  in  some 
quantity  before  it  can  be  removed.  The 
floors  of  reading  rooms  and  waiting  rooms  are 
sprinkled  at  least  once  a  day.  Disinfectant 
is  used  in  the  cleaning  water  and  of  course  in 
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all  basins  and  closets  constantly,  also  for  the 
hand-bathing  of  the  assistants. " 

Miss  H.  P.  James,  of  the  Osterhout  Free 
Library,  reports:  "We  disinfect  books  our- 
selves with  sulphur.  A  large  piece  is  put  on 
a  plate  of  tin,  set  on  fire,  the  book  is  placed 
upright  and  open  near  it,  and  both  are 
covered  by  a  tight  box  for  a  day  or  two.  The 
sulphur  of  course  is  consumed,  but  the  per- 
fume remains.  '* 

Mr.  James  Bain,  jr.,  of  the  Toronto  Public 
Library,  where  now  the  health  officers  destroy 
all  books  found  in  houses  reported  infected, 
says,  "  Have  the  whole  question  of  disinfec- 
tion under  consideration." 

What  diseases  are  considered  contagious 
in  your  city  ? 

Thirteen  do  not  answer  this  question. 
Many  of  the  others  only  answer  partially,  giv- 
ing a  brief  list,  and  adding  "  etc."  This  will 
account  for  the  small  numbers  attached  to 
such  diseases  as  cholera,  yellow  fever,  etc. 
Twenty-eight  mention  scarlet  fever,  28  diph- 
theria, 27  small  pox,  1 1  measles,  1 1  typhoid 
fever,  5  typhus  fever,  3  membraneous  croup, 
3  scarlatina,  3  cholera,  2  chicken  pox,  2  whoop- 
ing cough,  I  each  glanders,  yellow  fever,  ery- 
sipelas, itch,  pneumonia,  rdtheln,  mumps,  in- 
fluenza. One  says  "all  zymotic  diseases." 
The  English  "  Infectious  disease  (notification) 
act,  18S9,"  under  which  the  English  libraries 
work,  specifies  a  long  list  of  diseases,  includ- 
ing all  fevers.  A  circular  from  the  Bootle 
Free  Public  Library  gives  a  list  of  fevers  by 
name. 

Have  you  any  medical  opinions  to  quote  ? 

C:  V.  Chapin,  M.  D.,  Supt  of  Health, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  writes  to  Mr.  Foster  as  fol- 
lows :  —  "In  reply  to  your  inquiry  in  regard 
to  the  Public  Library  and  infectious  diseases, 
I  would  say  that  I  have  never  known,  in  my 
own  experience,  diseases  to  be  transmitted  by 
means  of  lib'rary  books.  Nevertheless  there 
is  no  question  that  such  is  possible  and  is 
quite  likely  to  occur,  if  no  precautions  are 
taken.  Certainly  no  books  should  be  issued 
to  a  family  in  which  there  is  a  case  of  conta- 
gious disease,  and  none  should  be  received 
from  such  a  family  until  disinfected.  How 
to  disinfect  is  a  problem  which  has  not  been 


satisfactorily  solved.  At  present  dry  heat  is 
the  only  agent  that  we  can  employ,  and  this 
often  with  the  greatest  care  injures  the  books, 
if  the  disinfection  be  thorough.  Disinfection 
by  this  agent  can  only  be  properly  accom- 
plished in  an  oven  with  a  thermometer  at- 
tached, and  ought  to  be  done  by  the  sanitary 
authority." 

Miss  H.  P.  James  sajrs : — "  The  physicians 
thought  it  a  good  plan  to  be  on  the  safe  side, 
but  1  do  not  remember  that  any  of  them  felt 
there  was  much  danger  of  contagion  from  the 
books." 

Mr.  C :  Evans,  Public  Library,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.,  says :  —  "  Physicians  generally  hold 
a  difiEerent  opinion  from  librarians,  but  I  have 
never  known  one  who  could  specify  any  par- 
ticular case  in  support  of  his  belief,  either 
from  books  or  from  practical  experience." 

Miss  A.  L.  Hayward,  Public  Library,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  says:  —  "Physicians  have  told 
us  that  scarlet  fever  is  given  by  the  particles 
of  skin  dropping  from  convalescent  patients, 
and  that  therefore  there  was  most  danger  of 
books  giving  this  disease. " 

Mr.  J.  N.  Lamed,  BufEalo  Dbrary,  writes : 
"A  few  months  ago  our  rule  in  this  matter 
was  called  in  question,  and  I  procured  the 
opinions  of  a  dozen  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  the  city  on  the  subject.  Most  of  them  sus- 
tained our  action  [stopping  circulation  and 
destruction  of  books  returned],  but  they  dif- 
fered quite  widely  in  their  several  estimates 
of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended.  Some 
thought  disinfection  sufficient;  but  those  who 
evidently  had  studied  the  matter  most  care- 
fully found  the  burning  of  the  exposed  books 
none  too  serious  a  precaution.  We  have  no 
arrangement  with  the  health  authorities  for 
having  cases  of  contagious  disease  reported 
to  us.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  it,  and  we 
probably  shall. " 

Dr.  G:  E.  Wire,  librarian  of  the  Medical 
Dept  of  the  Newberry  Library,  says :  "  These 
diseases  are  not  contagious  at  all  periods  of 
their  existence,  and  in  their  worst  stages  there 
is  no  reading  done  by  patients  or  attendants. 
Of  course  if  you  really  go  into  extremes  as  do 
the  bacteriologists,  there  would  be  no  chance 
for  any  one  to  live ;  germs  would  be  all-powcr- 
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ful  and  everywhere.  But  the  human  race  has 
survived  thousands  of  years  before  disease 
germs  were  thought  of  and  still  survives, 
despite  the  germ  theorists. " 

Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  Enoch  Pratt  Free 
Library,  Baltimore,  says:  "The  whole  sub- 
ject of  disinfection  is  treated  at  length  and  in 
a  very  practical  way,  by  writers  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  American  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation, to  whose  papers  I  would  refer  for 
further  information.  ** 

The  following  is  a  bibliog^phy  of  the  sub- 
ject so  far  as  contained  in  English  and  Ameri- 
can library  publications.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  access  to  the  Transactions  of  the 
L.  A.  U.  K.  later  than  the  sixth  meeting. 

Library  journal,  2 :  23-24.  Brief  discussion 
at  New  York  conference. 

4 :  258-262.    Dr.  Poole's  paper. 

7:  234.  Extract  from  report  of  Chicago 
Public  Library.  "  During  the  recent  severe 
scourge  ...  no  case  of  transmission  of 
the  disease  was  traced  to  a  library  book,  and 
no  suspicion  was  raised  that  it  had  occurred." 

8 :  336-7.    By  C :  A.  Cutter. 

1 1 : 1 23-4.  Report  of  State  Board  of  Health 
of  Iowa  that  no  case  of  conveyance  of  conta- 
gious disease  by  second-hand  school  books 
had  been  found. 

1 1 :  166-7.  Persons  imagine  diseases  of 
which  they  read. 

13:1 05-6.  Description  of  oven  and  process 
of  disinfection  by  means  of  carbolic  acid  used 
at  Sheffield,  England.    • 

16 :  80.    A  number  of  medical  opinions. 

Library  chronicle,  5  :  24.  Methods  of  pre- 
caution adopted  at  Bradford,  England. 

Library,  i  :  171.  •*  The  free  library  and  its 
books  are  the  last  sources  from  which  infec- 
tion is  to  be  feared."  This  statement  is  based 
on  the  strictness  of  the  English  laws  regard- 
ing infectious  diseases. 

2 :  442.  At  Derby,  England,  "  a  list  of  in- 
fected houses  is  supplied  to  the  library 
weekly." 

2 :  443.  At  Plymouth,  England,  the  lending 
department  was  closed  for  nearly  six  months 
during  prevalence  of  a  scarlet  fever  epidemic 
in  1889-90. 

Greenwood,  T:     Public  libraries,  3d  ed., 


1890,  p.  493-5.  Speaking  of  the  carrying  of 
disease  by  books  he  says:  —  "  The  statement 
is  monstrously  untrue,  and  invariably  ema- 
nates from  the  avowed  enemies  of  these  in- 
stitutions." He  advocates  precaution,  pro- 
hibition of  circulation,  required  notification, 
disinfection.  Describes  apparatus  used  at 
Dundee,  Sheffield,  and  Preston,  which  is 
recommended  as  simplest  and  best.  A  sketch 
is  given.  It  is  a  case  of  thin  sheet  iron,  with 
perforated  shelves.  Compound  sulphurous 
acid  is  burned  in  a  small  lamp. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
authorities  cited  above,  as  well  as  the  whole 
tone  of  the  replies  received,  seems  to  be 
this :  —  No  librarian  actually  knows  of  a  case 
of  contagious  disease  being  carried  by  a  book 
either  to  a  reader  or  library  attendant,  that 
cited  by  Miss  Coe  alone  excepted,  and  this 
is  not  a  case  of  what  is  usually  considered 
contagious  disease.  The  medicaJ  authorities 
are  divided  in  their  opinions,  but  most  of 
those  consulted  consider  that  the  danger  of 
contagion  through  books  is  slight. 

What  is  our  duty  then  as  librarians,  care- 
ful of  the  health  of  our  readers  ?  It  seems  to 
be  this :  —  Prohibition  of  circulation  to  houses 
where  contagious  diseases  exist,  and  either 
disinfection  or  destruction  of  books  returned 
from  such  houses.  For  obtaining  a  list  of 
infected  houses  the  best  method  seems  to  be 
to  request  notification  from  the  board  of 
health  or  other  health  officers  of  the  city  or 
town,  and  in  absence  of  such  officers  to  make 
arrangements  with  physicians  to  send  notice 
direct  to  the  library.  In  either  case  the 
library  would  usually  furnish  addressed  pos- 
tal cards  for  such  notification.  As  to  whether 
books  returned  should  be  disinfected  or  de- 
stroyed, that  can  wisely  be  left  to  the  opinion 
of  the  board  of  health  or  other  competent 
local  authority.  Destruction  is  certainly  the 
safer,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  opening  a 
book  so  that  the  surface  of  every  leaf  shall  be 
exposed  to  the  disinfecting  process.  These 
precautions  are  recommended  not  because  the 
danger  is  considered  great,  but  to  prevent  all 
possible  chance  of  contagion,  and  to  allay  the 
fears  of  unduly  sensitive  persons,  of  whom 
there  are  so  many  in  every  community. 
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THE  ARGUMENT  FOR  PUBLIC   SUPPORT  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

BY  W:   E.  FOSTER,  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


'T^HE  rise  of  the  public  library  system  both 
in  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  during 
the  past  half-century,  has  been  almost  coin- 
cident  with  the  very  noteworthy  reexamina- 
tion of  every  phase  of  social  economy  now 
so  powerfully  influencing  the  thought  of  the 
world.  In  this  discussion  the  contributions 
of  Kaufmann,  of  Fawcett,  of  Graham,  of 
Jevons,  and  above  all,  of  Herbert  Spencer, 
have  been  more  than  influential  —  they  have 
been  almost  epoch-making — and  whatever 
view  one  may  hold  in  regard  to  the  social 
question,  in  its  various  phases,  one  cannot 
fail  to  acknowledge  the  deep  debt  which  we 
owe  to  these  profound  thinkers. 

No  book,  from  Mr.  Spencer's  point  of  view, 
which  has  appeared  within  recent  years,  is 
worthy  of  a  wider  reading  than  the  volume 
entitled  "A  plea  for  liberty;  an  argument 
against  socialism  and  socialistic  legislation,'* 
which  appeared  about  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year.  In  it  thirteen  writers,  whose 
point  of  view  is  very  nearly  identical,  have 
discussed  in  successive  chapters  such  topics 
as  postal  communication,  electric  communi- 
cation, investment,  improvement  of  working- 
men's  homes,  free  libraries,  education,  and 
other  subjects,  in  their  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion, **  What  action  shall  the  State  take  in  re- 
gard to  them  ?"  The  underlying  purpose  of 
the  book  is  thus  expressed  in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Mackay,  the  editor  of  the  volume : — "  If 
the  view  set  out  in  this  volume  is  at  all  cor- 
rect, it  is  very  necessary  that  men  should 
abandon  the  policy  of  indifference,  and  that 
they  should  do  something  to  enlarge  the 
atmosphere  of  liberty.  This  is  to  be  accom- 
plished not  by  reckless  and  revolutionary 
methods,  but  rather  by  a  resolute  resistance 
to  new  encroachment  and  by  patient  and 
statesmanlike  endeavor  to  remove  wherever 
practicable  the  restraints  of  regulation,  and 
to  give  full  play  over  a  larger  area  to  the 
creative  forces  of  liberty,  for  liberty  is  the 
condition  precedent  to  all  solution  of  human 


diflSculty."  Surely  this  is  a  statement  of  the 
case  which  mu^t  powerfully  appeal  to  all 
thinking  men,  and  lead  them  to  reexamine,  at 
least,  the  principles  on  which  State  support 
of  the  various  institutions  referred  to  is 
based. 

In  such  a  spirit,  a  reexamination  of  the  argu- 
ment for  public  support  of  public  libraries 
must  be  regarded  as  entirely  germane  to  the 
objects  which  the  American  Library  Associ- 
ation has  at  heart.  In  such  a  spirit  the  pres> 
ent  paper  proposes  to  weigh  once  more  the 
principles  which  underlie  our  American  library 
system,  and  the  considerations  brought  for- 
ward by  Mr.  O'Brien  in  the  chapter  devoted 
to  '*  Free  libraries  "  in  the  volume  referred  to. 

The  half-century  of  discussion  of  "  socialism 
and  socialistic  legislation"  already  referred 
to  has  made  few  things  so  clear  as  the  fact 
that  the  arguments  employed  on  any  subject 
—  social  subjects  in  particular — are  weakened 
in  almost  the  exact  ratio  in  which  they  are 
allowed  to  be  tinged  by  passion  and  excited 
feeling.  It  must  therefore  be  regarded  as 
unfortunate  that  Mr.  O'Brien's  chapter  suffers 
most  emphatically  from  comparison  with  the 
generally  high  level  of  calm  and  unimpassioned 
argument,  characterizing  the  larger  portion  of 
the  book.  Whether  this  is  to  be  explained  on 
the  basis  of  the  apocryphal  legal  aiaxim, 
*  When  you  have  no  case,  abuse  your  oppo- 
nent," or  whether  Mr.  O'Brien  entered  the  lists 
fresh  from  some  too  recent  participation  in  a 
personal  contest  over  the  question,  we  do  not 
undertake  to  inquire.  The  fact  remains  that 
not  only  do  the  writers  of  the  other  chapters 
of  the  book  appear  from  a  careful  reading  to 
state  their  arguments  more  effectively,  but 
that  the  reader  is  also  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  they  have  a  case  which  admits  of  more 
effective  argument. 

Let  us  glance  in  succession  at  the  points 
which  Mr.  O'Brien  has  aimed  to  make.  They 
may  be  grouped  in  general  under  two  heads ; 
first,  those  which  relate  to  the  injury  (in  Mr. 
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O'Brien's  view)  inflicted  on  the  individual 
user  of  a  free  library,  from  having  it  aided  by 
public  support,  and  second,  those  which  relate 
to  the  tax-payer's  grievance  (in  Mr.  O'Brien's 
view)  in  helping  to  support  it.  The  former  is 
of  course  the  side  of  the  question  most  ger- 
mane to  the  general  purpose  of  the  book,  and 
it  is  therefore  an  occasion  for  surprise  to 
notice  that  in  Mr.  O'Brien's  enumeration  of 
arguments  those  coming  under  the  other 
class  outnumber  it  in  the  ratio  of  six  to  one. 
First  of  all,  to  use  Mr.  O'Brien's  own  language, 
is  "  the  argument  that  if  readers  were  left  to 
pay  for  their  own  books,  not  only  would  books 
be  more  valued,  but  the  moral  discipline 
involved  in  the  small  personal  sacrifice 
incurred  by  saving  for  such  a  purpose 
would  do  infinitely  more  good  than  any  amount 
of  culture  obtained  at  other  people's  expense." 
And  he  takes  occasion  to  suggest  that  *'  possi- 
bly the  advocates  of  literary  pauperism  will 
see  little  force  in  "  this  argument.  Possibly ; 
we  are  not  familiar  with  the  train  of  reasoning 
which  leads  to  an  advocacy  of  *'  literary  pau- 
perism." For  ourselves,  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed, long  before  the  appearance  of  Mr. 
O'Brien's  chapter,  to  attach  exceptional  impor 
tance  to  the  principle  .which  he  has  here  indi- 
cated, somewhat  awkwardly,  to  be  sure. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  appreciation 
of  any  object  is  in  almost  the  exact  ratio  of 
the  effort  expended  to  procure  it  This  is 
why  teachers  and  librarians  —  in  American 
communities,  at  least — have  so  often  had 
occasion  to  rejoice  at  seeing  a  taste  not  only 
for  reading,  but  for  owning  books  inspired  in 
a  young  man  or  woman  by  access  to  a  noble 
collection  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  public. 
For  "  owning  books,"  we  say ;  but  the  limits 
of  a  collection  so  owned  are  too  soon  reached 
in  the  case  of  even  the  best-endowed  pockets 
of  individual  readers.  Were  the  intelligent 
teacher  who  takes  an  interest  in  the  reading 
and  intellectual  growth  of  the  pupils,  from  the 
various  walks  in  life  represented  in  our 
schools,  to  find  a  pupil  whose  interest  in  pur- 
suing further  some  lines  of  thought  therein 
suggested,  extended  no  further  than  to  the 
books  at  home  on  his  own  book-shelf,  we  can- 
not doubi  that  it  would  give  occasion  to  ques- 


tion the  efficacy  of  the  teaching  imparted.  Mr. 
O'Brien's  objection  to  the  enjoyment  of  these 
reservoirs  of  enlightenment,  by  a  portion  of 
the  community,  where  the  community  as  a 
whole  is  responsible  for  their  support,  is  as  if 
a  man  should  be  told  that  he  would  do  well 
not  to  walk  abroad  at  night  by  the  light  of  the 
public  street  lamps,  but  rather  enjoy  the  light 
kindled  in  his  own  house.  The  latter  is  cer- 
tainly important,  but  not  even  Mr.  O'Brien's 
reasoning  is  likely  to  persuade  us  that  it  pre* 
eludes  the  former.  Mr.  O'Brien,  in  the  sec 
ond  place,  deeply  feels  for  the  reader  who,  m 
being  brought  in  contact  with  the  benefits  of 
the  library,  is,  he  thinks,  subjected  to  a  wrong 
system  of  education.  To  quote  his  language : 
"Just at  the  time  when  a  child  is  beginning 
to  form  his  tastes,  just  at  the  period  when  the 
daily  habituation  to  the  simple  duties  of  farm 
life  would  lay  the  foundation  both  of  sound 
health  and  practical  knowledge,  he  is  taken 
out  of  the  parent's  control,  and  subjected  to  a 
mind-destroying,  cramming  process,  which 
excludes  practical  knowledge  and  creates  a 
dislike  for  all  serious  study."  One  is  com- 
pelled on  reading  this  extraordinary  deliver- 
ance to  cast  one's  eye  to  the  heading  at  the 
top  of  the  page,  "Free  Libraries,"  and 
ask  what  this  formidable  indictment — not  one 
count  in  which  has  any  bearing  on  libraries — 
can  mean  in  this  connection.  The  only  con- 
clusion possible  is  that  it  was  written  with  a 
view  to  appearing  in  some  other  chapter  of 
the  book. 

But  Mr.  O'Brien's  concern  is  manifested 
also  for  the  tax-payer  who  unites  in  the  pub- 
lic support  of  the  library.  If  we  understand 
him  correctly,  his  contention  is  that  the  enor- 
mity of  this  tax  consists  largely  in  the  repre- 
hensible nature  —  as  represented  in  his  pages 
—  of  the  institution  itself.  For  from  this 
short  chapter  one  gradually  frames  a  picture 
of  the  free  library  as  a  place  which  tramps 
frequent  for  sleeping  off  the  effects  of  dissi- 
pation ;  as  a  place  used  by  commercial  trav- 
ellers for  exhibiting  their  samples ;  as  a  place 
from  which  in  one  instance  "a  respectable 
thief  took  away;^2o  worth  of  books" ;  as  a  place 
used  in  an  almost  exclusive  degree  for  read- 
ing fiction;  as  a  place  where  the  time  pre- 
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scribed  for   keeping  books  makes  *  serious 
study '  impossible ; "  and,  more  serious  than 
all  the  rest,  as  a  place  which,  he  says,  "favors 
one  special  section  of  the  community  at  the 
expense  of   all  the  rest.*'    Let  us   do  Mr. 
O'Brien  the  justice  to  add  that  for  the  first 
three  of  these  counts  he  gives  *•  chapter  and 
verse  "  for  his  charges,  quoting,  namely,  from 
various  (English)  library  reports.    No  one  will 
therefore  wish  to  dispute  his  well-fortified 
statement  that  in  such  and  such  an  instance 
an  unseemly  incident  occurred.    But  even  a 
child  can  assuredly  see  the  difference  between 
a  statement  of  an  isolated  occurrence  and  an 
inference  that  it  is  a  necessarily  characteristic 
and  inherent  quality  of  the  institution  in  ques- 
tion.   Were  this  latter  true,  then  we  might 
well  cry  out  for  abolishing  our  churches,  side- 
walks, and  railway  stations,  for  in  them  these 
very   same    three    things    respectively   are 
known  at  some  time  to  have  been  done.    In 
the  last  three  of  these  counts,  however,  we 
have  only  Mr.  O'Brien's  assertions  as  the 
basis,  and  we  are  obliged  to  add  also  that 
even  these  are  found  to  be  conflicting.    On 
one  page  his  language  shows  that  he  is  pained 
that  a  certain  percentage  of  readers  in  the 
libraries    named   should  prefer   to   call  for 
works  of  fiction.    Can  it  be  that  he  has  for- 
gotten this,  when  on  another  page  he  cites  it 
as  a  grievance  that  **it  is  a  frequent  occur- 
rence for  a  reader  to  wait  for  months  before 
he  can  get  the  novel  he  wants  I "    On  page 
333»  after  quoting,  from  the  annual  report  of 
one  of  the  English  libraries,  the  statement  as 
to  the  use  of  works  of  fiction,  nothing  but  a 
resort  to  italics  can  sufficiently  emphasize  his 
lamentation  that  "  the  more  instructive  books 
in  the  other  classes  circulate  only  once  during 
the  same  period^    Mr.  O'Brien  is  not  the 
only    observer   who    has    failed    always  to 
observe,  when  commenting  upon  percentages 
of  fiction,  that  "  any  book  requiring  serious 
study  cannot    be    galloped    through,  like  a 
novel,  in  the  week  or  fourteen  days  allowed 
for   use,"   yet   who   would    have    believed 
that  *'  out  of  his  own  mouth  "  would  he  be  so 
completely  answered,  for  this  remark,  as  well 
as  the  one  which  it  answers,  is  found  in  his 
decidedly  interesting  chapter  (p.  348).    But 


here  it  is  evident  that  the  bearing  of  the  two 
upon  each  other  whs  not  in  his  mind  in  writ- 
ing it,  for  his  purpose  in  the  sentence  last 
quoted  was  plainly  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
customary  regulations  of  public  libraries  were 
such  as  to  render  "  serious  study  "  impossible. 
The  limitation  of    "a  week    or   fourteen 
days  "  for  a  book  of  the  kind  which  he  here 
indicates — he    instances    by   name    Kant's 
"  Critique    of    pure    reason "   and    Smith's 
•*  Wealth  of  nations  "  —  is  practically  unknown 
in  Americaii  public  libraries.     In  most  of 
those  known  to  the  present  writer  a  book  of 
this  kind  can  be  charged  in  the  first  instance 
for  fourteen  days  and  then  renewed,  making 
twenty-eight  days  in  all,  and  in  still  others  for 
a  longer  period.     It  can  then,  after   being 
returned  to  the  library  —  to  give  any  other 
reader  who  may  need  it  a  chance  at  it — be 
taken  out  again  after  remaining  on  the  shelves 
twenty-four  hours,  for  another  twenty-eight 
days'  use  by  the  same  reader.    The  annual 
report  of   an  American    library  which    lies 
before  us  contains  a  case  in  point.    Speaking 
of  Bryce's    "American    Commonwealth,"  it 
states:    "Of  this,  seven  copies  were,  added 
in  succession."    It  names  loi  as  the  total  of 
the  issues  of  this  work  during  the  year;  but 
considering    the    truth    expressed    in    Mr. 
O'Brien's  own  very  just  words,  that  "any 
book  requiring  serious  study  cannot  be  gal- 
loped through,  like  a  novel,"  the  statement  is 
added  that  "  such  a  record,  for  a  book  like  * 
this,  constantly  in  the  hands  of  readers,  may 
be  contrasted  with  the  more  than  ten  times 
greater  number  of  times  that  some  work  of 
fiction  might  be  read  through,  returned,  and 
taken  out  again, 'requiring  but  a  part  of  a  day's 
attention."    In  fact,  loi  is  very  likely  to  be 
the  /£?/ii/ number  of  X^^^fi  possible  in  the  case 
of  seven  copies  of  this  book,  while  700  would 
probably  fall  far  short  of  the  total  possible 
issues  of  the  same  number  of  copies  of  a  story 
like  "  The  Wreck  of  the  Grosvenor."    Again, 
Mr.  O'Brien  not  only  tells  us  that  "a  free 
library   favors   one  special  section    of    the 
community"  at  the  expense  of  all  the  rest, 
but  throughout  his  chapter  recurs  again  and 
agaiit  to  the  case  of  the  "  workingman."    On 
*  page  330,  for  instance,  we  are  solemnly  told : 
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**If  the  workingman  cannot  come  by  his 
books  honestly,  let  him  wait  until  he  can.** 
This  is  indeed  somewhat  summary,  particu- 
larly when,  being  interpreted,  it  is  found  to 
mean,  Let  there  be  no  free  libraries  supported 
by  the  public.  And  yet,  on  page  344,  with 
no  less  certainty,  we  are  assured  that  "  there 
is  little  doubt  that  at  least  forty-nine  out  of 
every  fifty  workingmen  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  these  institutions.** 

Where  the  deliverances  from  one  and  the 
same  source  are  so  contradictory,  the  impar- 
tial inquirer  will  doubtless  feel  like  looking 
for  some  other  source  of  information.  From 
the  materials  accessible  to  the  present  writer 
in  regard  to  American  libraries — and  the  new 
edition  of  Mr.  Greenwood's  *' Public  libra- 
ries "  appears  to  tell  the  same  tale  in  regard 
to  Great  Britain  —  the  interest  of  working- 
men  in  the  opportunities  a£Eorded  by  public 
libraries  is  everywhere  emphatically  shown; 
but  he  who  sets  out  with  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  there  is  any  one  exclusive  class 
to  whom  the  public  library  is  of  service  and 
to  no  other — be  that  class  workingmen,  or 
students,  or  manufacturers,  or  scientists  — 
will  find  the  facts  singularly  obstinate  and 
unresponsive  to  bis  purpose.  The  truth 
is  —  Mr.  O'Brien's  confident  assertion  to  the 
contrary — that  there  is  no  more  "universal" 
and  non-partisan  institution  than  a  public 
library.     This   is    undoubtedly  the    highest 

•  among  its  several  claims  to  public  support 
Few  among  the  objects  to  which  the  public 
funds  have  been  appropriated,  in-  American 
cities,  have  met  with  so  hearty  and  unques- 
tioning approval  as  public  parks,  and  it  is 
right  that  it  should  be  so.-  Yet  there  are 
whole  classes  in  every  community  who  not 
only  never  do  enjoy  the  public  parks,  but 
never  care  to  enjoy  them.  Even  the  public 
schools  are  for  a  certain  fraction  of  the 
population  only — the  younger  portion.  In 
contrast  with  both  these,  the  public  library 
extends  its  resources  to  the  children  and  the 
adults  alike,  and  contains  materials  indis- 
pensable to  each  alike.    Perhaps,  however, 

the  fundamentally  important  question  of  uni- 
versality, in  the  sense  of  non-partisanship,  is 

one  which  is  seldom  appreciated  in  its  full 


force,  as  applied  to  a  public  library.  An 
independent  position,  one  entirely  free  from 
bias,  a  non-partisan  attitude,  in  fact,  is  an 
ideal  repeatedly  set  before  the  conductors  of 
a  school  or  a  newspaper.  In  both  these 
cases,  however,  there  is  too  often  an  element 
of  practical  difiSculty  in  carrying  these  praise- 
worthy intentions  into  practice,  which  is 
almost  completely  wanting  in  the  case  of  a 
public  library.  The  policy  of  the  latter  is,  in 
its  very  essence,  catholic.  It  places  on  its 
shelves  the  volumes  which  represent,  not  ode 
side,  but  both,  or  rather  all  sides  of  any  sub- 
ject on  which  the  sentiment  of  the  public 
divides ;  and  thus,  whether  the  user  be  Demo- 
crat or  Republican,  protectionist  or  free- 
trader. Catholic  or  Protestant,  the  aspect 
which  this  collection  of  books  presents  to 
him  is  no  less  free  and  uncircumscribed  than 
the  illimitable  air. 

Again,  it  is  important  that  the  relation  of  a 
public  library  to  the  question  of  entertain- 
ment should  be  clearly  understood.  Elnter- 
tainment  is  not  an  element  totally  foreign  to 
the  purposes  of  a  public  library  —  the  same 
kind  of  public  benefit  accrues  in  this  case  as 
in  the  case  of  public  parks — but  in  the  light 
of  the  infinitely  more  important  functions 
which  it  renders,  this  must  of  necessity  occupy 
a  subordinate  place.  The  primary  function 
of  a  library  is  to  render  a  service,  to  supply  a 
need,  to  respond  to  a  demand.  In  this  respect 
its  value  to  the  community  is  of  the  same 
description  as  the  postal  system,  the  bank  at 
which  one  may  cash  a  check,  or  the  reservoir 
from  which  one  may  "  turn  on  "  a  supply  of 
water. 

One  of  the  points  which  Mr.  O'Brien  aims 
to  make,  and  which  proceeds  from  a  manifest 
confusion  of  thought,  can  be  appropriately 
noticed  here.  His  contention  is  that  a  pubUc 
library  is  for  the  "  class  "  who  may  be  desig- 
nated "  book-readers,"  that  these  form  but  a 
small  pef centage  of  any  community,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  obviously  wrong  that  the  library 
should  receive  public  support.  This  is  ingen- 
ious, as  is  also  his  eloquent,  though  somewhat 
contemptuous  setting  of  their  supposed  special 
needs  over  against  those  of  others.  "Are 
theatre-goers,    lovers    of    cricket,  bicyclists, 
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amateurs  of  music,  and  others  to  have  their 
earnings  confiscated,"  merely  that  the  **  book- 
reader"  may  gratify  his  peculiar  craving? 
Like  many  other  ingenious  theories,  however, 
it  leaves  out  of  account  certain  fundamentally 
important  bearings  of  the  subject.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  in  any  community  "  the  book- 
reader"  is  not  synonymous  with  the  entire 
population.  Some  of  the  population  are 
children  in  arms ;  some  have  never  learned  to 
read;  the  sight  of  some  who  have  learned 
has  failed;  others  again  are  too  fully  occu- 
pied to  find  time  for  it;  others  find  their 
inclination  drawn  more  strongly  in  other  direc- 
tions; others  still  have  more  or  less  to  do 
with  reading,  yet  are  not,  in  the  strict  sense, 
"  book-readers."  Yet  we  shall  err  very  widely 
if  we  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  even  those 
who  do  not  personally  perform  the  role  of  the 
"  book-reader  "  do  nevertheless  benefit  by  the 
existence  of  the  library,  by  proxy.  The  young 
child  is  read  to,  by  his  mother ;  or  is  cared  for 
by  her,  by  methods  learned  through  her  use 
of  books.  The  busy  "captain  of  industry," 
whose  large  profits  are  due  to  a  skillful  appli- 
cation of  scientific  principles,  may  find  his 
own  time  so  closely  occupied  by  details  of 
administration  that,  personally,  he  seldom 
opens  the  treatises  which  bear  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  has  under  him  a  stafiE  of  men 
whom  he  expects  to  keep  abreast  of  the  ever 
unfolding  science,  by  the  consultation  not 
only  of  such  works  as  private  ownership  may 
provide,  but  the  more  nearly  complete  collec- 
tion in  a  great  public  library. 

This  principle  of  "  community  of  interest " 
and  interdependence  has  an  even  wider  bear- 
ing; for  it  applies  not  only  to  the  family  and 
the  business  firm,  but  to  the  community  as  a 
whole.  A  public  library  report  now  before 
the  writer  contains  several  instances  of  this 
kind.  Speaking  of  the  systematic  efforts 
made  to  build  up  an  approximately  complete 
collection  of  works  on  industrial  and  decora- 
tive subjects,  the  report  states  that  in  this 
way  "the  library  is  g^dually  becoming  the 
possessor  of  a  scientifically  selected  set  of 
volumes  and  plates  which  cannot  fail  to  leave 
a  distinct  impress  on  the  character  of  the 
work  done  in  the  various  industries  of  the 


city."  Another  portion  of  the  same  report 
illustrates  the  direct  service  rendered  by 
such  an  institution  to  the  interests  of  the 
municipality.  To  quote  the  language  there 
used,  "  Instances  of  the  last  named,  both 
striking  and  tangible,  are  of  by  no  means 
exceptional  occurrence,  sometimes  an  appli- 
cation of  this  kind  being  presented  from 
more  than  one  city  ofiicial  on  the  same  day," 
the  foregoing  having  reference  to  the  city  in 
question.  "A  well-authenticated  instance," 
it  continues,  "  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  of 
the  country,  of  the  saving  of  a  sum  of  many 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  matter  of  a  contract, 
due  to  the  opportunity  for  consulting  the 
requisite  data  comprised  in  works  of  author- 
ity in  the  public  library  of  that  city,  is  but  an 
indication  of  the  possibilities  of  a  public 
Ubrary." 

It  is  fitting  that  where  funds  are  to  be 
appropriated,  collected  by  taxes  levied  on 
the  tax-paying  population,  there  should  be 
possible  so  tangible  a  presentation  as  the 
above,  of  the  direct  relation  of  the  institution 
supported,  to  the  question  of  "profit  and 
loss,"  as  affecting  those  who  are  taxed.  And 
yet  it  is  well  to  remember  that  it  is  as  true 
now  as  twenty  centuries  ago,  that  "  man  does 
not  live  by  bread  alone ; "  and  that  the  public 
support  of  the  institutions  referred  to  can  be 
justified  by  other  arguments  than  that  of  the 
material  interests  just  cited. 

No  aspect  of  the  library's  operation  is  more 
full  of  interest  than  that  which  takes  account 
of  its  uplifting  influence.  The  analogy  be- 
tween its  service  and  that  of  the  postal 
system  has  been  noticed;  but  it  has  a  no  less 
real  analogy  to  the  work  of  the  school,  the 
pulpit,  or  the  press — yet  without  the  propa- 
gandist principle  which  so  often  attaches  to 
these  latter — namely,  in  the  principle  of 
growth  or  advance.  In  the  earlier  portion 
of  this  paper  a  little  space  was  devoted  to 
showing  that  in  the  nature  of  the  case  the 
number  of  copies  of  any  work  of  fiction  used 
in  the  course  of  a  year  would  immensely  out- 
number those  which  could  possibly  be  read 
in  the  more  solid  departments  of  reading. 
Even  were  the  constituency  of  the  library 
confined  to  a  selected  few,  to  whose  minds 
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the  higher  class  of  reading  was  congenial, 
this  would  be  the  case.  Nor  should  we 
forget  that  the  ground  of  distinction  between 
a  "public"  library  and  any  other,  as  the 
library  of  a  scientific  society,  a  debating 
society,  a  theological  school,  or  a  teachers' 
club,  is  that  its  constituency  is  not  thus 
limited  to  a  selected  class,  but  is  broad  as 
humanity  itself,  with  all  its  enormous  inequal- 
ities of  condition,  taste,  and  mental  growth. 
Like  a  mirror,  therefore,  the  recorded  classi- 
fied circulation  reflects  this  variety.  Even 
with  this  apparently  almost  unmanageable  un- 
evenness,  appreciable  improvement  in  stand- 
ards of  reading  is  by  no  means  an  unknown 
experience.  There  lies  before  the  writer,  for 
instance,  a  library  report  which  is  able  to 
make  such  a  statement  as  this :  **  The  fiction 
percentages  of  the  seven  successive  years, 
beginning  with  1883  and  ending  with  1889, 
show  an  uninterrupted  decline,  as  follows: 
70+,  66+,  62+,  61 +,  58+,  57+,  56-h."  But 
it  must  be  remembered  also  that  figures  such 
as  these,  though  they  may  tell  a  part,  and  a 
very  gratifying  part,  of  the  advances  which 
individual  readers  have  been  helped  to  make, 
fall  very  far  short  of  expressing  the  whole. 
It  would  be  entirely  possible  for  individual 
after  individual  thus  to  advance  from  good  to 
better,  and  from  better  to  best,  and  yet  the 
figures  which  express  the  aggregate  use  of 
the  year  remain  stationary  (or  even  retro- 
gradeX  because  the  constituency  of  a  public 
library  (particularly  in  a  large  city)  is  all  the 
time  being  reinforced  by  new  readers.  And 
these  new  readers  comprise  both  those  who 
^are  children  in  age  and  those  who  are  chil- 
dren in  mental  growth,  who  begin  at  the  foot. 
When,  therefore,  there  is  anything  more  than 
a  preserving  of  a  uniform  level — as  in  the 
noteworthy  figures  above  quoted  —  it  stands 
for  a  very  striking  advance  indeed,  on  the 
part  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  community. 
Probably  every  librarian  in  charge  of  a  public 
library  in  a  large  city  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  these  advances  in  innumerable 
individual  instances.  And  this  class  of  re- 
sults, while  distinctly  following  the  "  order  of 
nature,"  does  not  by  any  means  come  about 
through  a  view  of  library  administration  which 


regards  either  books,  readers,  or  librarian  as 
inert  masses.  Much  of  it  is  the  result  of 
individual  interest  expressed  by  the  librarian 
in  some  reader,  whose  mind  receives  an 
awakening  impulse. 

More  than  one  well  authenticated  instance 
exists  of  an  individual  beginning  life  as  a 
newsboy  or  an  elevator-boy,  and  through  his 
use  of  a  public  library  finding  his  intellectual 
powers  unfolding  until  he  has  entered  one  of 
the  learned  professions.  The  relation  of  the 
library  system  to  the  school  S3rstem  opens  an 
almost  boundless  field  of  thought,  and  it  is  a 
foct  of  deep  significance  that  the  profound 
principle  involved  in  it,  after  having  engaged 
the  attention  of  English  and  American  libra- 
rians for  years,  has  been  recognized  in  the  edu- 
cational steps  recently  taken  by  the  government 
of  Japan,  where  the  two  systems  are  placed  on 
a  plane  of  equality.  In  the  experience  of  one 
of  the  American  libraries  already  referred  to, 
almost  the  chief  hope  of  the  library  for  the 
future  is  placed  upon  ''a  class  of  readers," 
every  year  largely  increasing  in  numbers,  who 
comprise  the  '*  graduates  from  the  various 
institutions  of  learning"  in  the  city,  and 
whose  *' lines  of  study  and  reading"  **may 
be  characterized  as  a  carrying  forward  of 
those  impulses  in  the  direction  of  right  read- 
ing which  were  received  in  school  and  col- 
lege." The  library  has  a  no  less  direct  rela- 
tion to  the  needs  and  ambitions  of  those  who 
have  received  the  invaluable  training  of  **  the 
practical  duties  of  the  world,"  to  use  Mr. 
O'Brien's  phrase,  and  it  responds  with  equal 
readiness  to  these.  There  is  concentrated  in 
the  contemptuous  phrase,  "  book-learning,"  a 
popular  judgment  of  condemnation  which  is 
for  the  most  part  just,  on  the  spurious  variety 
of  knowledge  which  knows  the  expression  of 
certain  principles  in  books,  but  knows  noth- 
ing of  their  practical  embodiment  in  the  life 
and  work  of  this  world.  We  are  glad  to  ob- 
serve that  Mr.  O'Brien's  antipathy  to  this 
pseudo-knowledge  is  almost  as  profound  as 
our  own,  but  his  expression  of  it  seems  singu- 
larly out  of  place  in  a  philippic  against  public 
libraries ;  for  one  will  seek  far  before  finding 
an  institution  more  perfectly  suited  to  be  a 
corrective  of  such  a  tendency  than  the  mod- 
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ern  public  library.  Does  any  one  claim  that 
the  public  school  system  sometimes  has  an 
unfortunate  tendency  to  repress  individuality 
and  turn  out  a  set  of  pupils  of  uniform  mould  ? 
If  so,  the  public  library  supplies  a  means  of 
supplementing  and  complementing  this  uni- 
formity by  its  infinite  variety  and  universality, 
and  it  is  continually  doing  this,  indeed.  Does 
any  one  regret  that  the  school  system  at  its 
best  reaches  but  a  fraction  of  the  population, 
and  that  fraction  for  but  a  few  short  years  of 
their  life,  and  that  in  too  many  instances  there 
is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  even  these  few, 
educated  in  the  schools,  to  conceive  of  their 
education  as  **  finished,"  and  allow  the  fabric 
to  become  hopelessly  ravelled?  If  so,  the 
public  library  stands  to  these  members  of  the 
community  in  an  almost  ideal  relation,  not  only 
fulfilling  very  perfectly  Mr.  Carlyle's  charac- 
terization of  a  "  collection  of  books  "  as  **  the 
people's  university,"  but  in  the  peculiarly 
wide  range  shown  in  the  demands  made  upon 
it,  almost  as  properly  rendering  it  the  people's 
workshop,  or  laboratory. 

The  same  library  report  which  has  several 
times  been  cited  printed  several  years  since  a 
record  of  the  inquiries  made  on  specific  sub- 
jects during  a  single  month,  which  throws 
significant  light  upon  this  subject.  Another 
report  of  the  same  library  declares  that  "  few 
can  adequately  conceive  to  what  extent  the 
inquiries  made  at  the  library  have  become 
specialized,  and  require  trained  facility  and 
research  "  on  the  part  of  the  library  staff. 
The  library  thus  becomes  a  laboratory,  in 
which  the  reader  gains  not  only  the  specific 
information,  but  the  method. 

An  observation  of  popular  movements  in 
their  relation  to  political  or  economic  princi- 
ples reveals  few  facts  so  plainly  as  that  an 
almost  insuperable  narrowness  of  view  is,  in 
much  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the 
barrier  to  advance  in  those  questions  decided 
mainly  by  the  popular  voice.  Why  then 
should  any  one  wish  to  perpetuate  the  condi- 
tions which  make  this  possible?  In  Mr. 
O'Brien's  view  the  workingman, — and  we 
ought  not  to  forget  how  large  a  percentage  of 
the  community  this  word  "  workingman " 
represents,  both  in  England  and  America, — 


will  be  a  fortunate  man  when  the  contents  of 
free  libraries  are  no  longer  rendered  every- 
where accessible  to  him  by  public  support, 
for  then  the  workingmen  "for  one  'penny' 
can  buy  their  favorite  newspaper,  which  can 
be  carried  in  the  pocket  and  read  at  any 
time!"  It  is  well  nigh  incredible  that  an 
ideal  such  as  this  should  be  looked  forward 
to  by  thinking  men.  Whatever  may  be  the 
fact  in  regard  to  the  workingmen  of  Great 
Britain, —  and  Mr.  O'Brien  of  course  knows 
them  better  than  we  do, —  it  may  confidently 
be  asserted  that  the  American  workingman 
would  strike  no  such  false  note.  Mr.  Lowell 
in  one  of  his  admirable  orations  quotes  from 
a  Wallachian  legend  of  a  peasant  who  was 
"taken  up  into  heaven"  and  offered  bis 
choice  among  the  objects  to  be  seen  there. 
He  chose  a  half  worn-out  bagpipe,  and  with 
this  returned  to  the  earth.  **  With  an  infinite 
possibility  within  his  reach,  with  the  choice 
of  wisdom,  of  power,  of  beauty,  at  his 
tongue's  end,  he  asked  according  to  bis  kind, 
and  his  sordid  wish  is  answered  with  a  gift 
as  sordid."  The  newspaper  is  well  enough 
in  its  way, —  even  a  "penny  newspaper,"^ 
but  to  condemn  whole  masses  of  the  popula- 
tion to  limit  themselves  to  this,  is  to  incur 
the  condenmation  of  Mr.  Lowell's  fine  scorn 
when,  in  another  portion  of  the  oration  just 
referred  to,  he  says :  "  It  is  we  who,  while  we 
might  each  in  his  humble  way  be  helping  our 
fellows  into  the  right  path,  or  adding  one 
block  to  the  climbing  spire  of  a  fine  soul,  are 
willing  to  become  mere  sponges  saturated 
from  the  stagnant  goose-pond  of  village  gos- 
sip." It  is  more.  It  is  to  help  develop  a 
community  from  whom  in  the  end  every 
spark  of  uplifting  influence  shall  have  van- 
ished. Does  any  one  say  that  this  is  a  result 
impossible  of  attainment  by  any  people  ? 
The  scientifically  true,  yet  brutally  summary 
record  given  by  the  distinguished  European 
savant,  Elisde  Reclus,  of  a  certain  European 
stock  which  has  found  and  occupied  virgin 
soil  in  the  South  of  Africa,  is  a  sufficient 
answer.  "In  general,"  he  says,  " the  Boers 
despise  everything  that  does  not  contribute 
directly  to  the  material  prosperity  of  the  fam- 
ily group.    They  ignore  music,  the  arts,  liter- 
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ature,  all  refining  influences,  and  find  little 
pleasure  in  anything/*  except  stolid  amassing 
of  wealth. 

A  few  additional  points  remain  to  be  noted. 
It  is  an  entirely  pertinent  question  whether 
iVify  public  library  in  England  and  America 
improves  its  high  pririlege,  uses  to  the  full 
the  peculiar  opportunities  open  to  it,  places 
itself  in  close  communication  with  the  pub- 
lic school  system,  with  the  university  exten- 
sion movement,  and  with  the  influences  con- 
tinually at  work  in  industrial  and  artistic 
development.  And  we  need  not  hesitate  to 
answer  in  the  negative.  Yet  the  significant 
foct  is,  that  everywhere  the  tendency  is  in 
this  direction  with  a  stronger  and  stronger 
momentum.  The  advance  made  in  this  coun- 
try, within  the  last  decade  even,  in  this  direc- 
tion, is  among  the  most  striking  phenomena 
of  the  time ;  and  no  less  striking  is  the  almost 
overwhelming  percentage  of  the  body  of  libra- 
rians in  this  country  whose  entrance  upon  the 
work  from  a  deep-seated  love  for  it,  rather 
than  as  furnishing  a  means  of  livelihood,  sup- 
plies one  of  the  strongest  guarantees  against 
the  invasion  of  the  perfunctory  spirit  in  the 
future.  Again,  it  is  equally  pertinent  to  ask 
whether,  granted  that  the  benefits  of  such  an 
institution  as  the  public  library  are  unques- 
tioned, dependence  may  not  be  placed  on 
funds  entirely  unconnected  with  those  of  the 
public,  for  its  support.  It  would  ill  become 
the  citizen  of  a  country  where  private  munifi- 
cence has  accomplished  so  much  in  channels 
of  public  spirit,  to  overlook  these  noble 
memorials  of  enlightened  private  action.  Yet 
it  remains  true,  nevertheless,  that  were 
dependence  to  be  placed  on  these  alone,  a 
map  of  the  country  on  which  public  libraries 
should  be  dotted  down  would  show  as  partial 
and  inadequate  a  supply  furnished  to  the  com- 
munity, as  the  very  instructive  '*  annual  rain- 
fall map  "  published  by  the  government  shows 
in  the  matter  of  rain.  What  we  are  accus- 
tomed, in  the  eastern  portion  of  this  country, 
to  consider  the  rain  —  in  its  universal  benefi- 
cent service  and  in  its  indispensableness — 
that  also  is  to  be  associated  with  the  **  reser- 
voirs '*  comprised  in  these  public  collections 
of  books.    For,  after  all,  valuable  as  are  the 


books  themselves,  even  in  their  material 
aspect,  as  pieces  of  handiwork,  still  more  in 
the  specific  items  of  information  and  admoni- 
tion contained  in  them,  yet  in  the  deeper  view 
these  are  but  symbols  of  their  real  signifi- 
cance and  service.  To  place  one's  self  in 
Qommunication  with  them,  as  contained  in 
these  libraries,  is  to  bring  ourselves  in  con- 
tact with  the  stored-up  thought  of  the  world 
thus  far.  We  have  just  adverted  to  the  fun- 
damental bearing  which  this  has  upon  the 
deeper  or  spiritual  side  of  man's  life.  But 
the  two-sided  character  of  these  collections 
of  books  follows  us  even  here,  for  their  indis- 
pensableness in  the  material  point  of  view  is 
almost  as  striking,  and  this,  not  only  whether 
we  consider  the  statesman  planning  measures 
of  public  weal,  while  neglecting  to  inform 
himself  of  the  recorded  'conditions  which 
necessarily  must  determine  such  measures; 
or  whether  it  be  the  inventor  spending  long 
years  of  his  too  brief  life  in  perfecting  a 
machine  which  his  consultation  of  the  recorded 
patents  would  have  shown  him  some  one  else 
had  anticipated  him  in  thinking  out;  or 
whether  it  be  the  day  laborer  submitting  with- 
out an  effort  to  violations  of  his  rights,  which 
a  single  glance  at  the  recorded  statutes  would 
have  shown  him  he  had  a  remedy  for. 

How  like  all  this  is  to  the  supposed  state 
of  things  which  one  of  the  most  suggestive 
writers  of  our  day  has  thus  expressed :  '*  Our 
early  voyagers  are  dead :  not  a  plank  remains 
of  the  old  ships  that  first  essayed  unknown 
waters ;  the  sea  retains  no  track ;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  history  of  these  voyages  contained 
*  in  charts,  in  chronicles,  in  hoarded  lore  of  all 
kinds,  each  voyager,  though  he  were  to  start 
with  all  the  aids  of  advanced  civilization," 
would  be  in  the  helpless  position  of  the  earli- 
est voyager. 

Once  more,  each  reader  of  the  strongly 
written  book  which  we  have  been  con- 
sidering should  ask  the  question  for  him- 
self, whether  all  of  the  various  propositions 
maintained  therein  necessarily  stand  or  fall 
together.  Because  the  compiler  has  chosen 
to  bracket  together  two  such  headings  as 
"  Free  libraries  "  and  **  The  state  and  electri- 
cal distribution,"  it  certainly  does  not  follow 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FOSTER. 


47 


that  the  argument  which  carries  coDviction  in 
the  one  case  must  in  the  other  also.  We  shall 
not  be  suspected  of  having  our  judgment  in 
this  regard  swayed  by  the  natural  weakness 
with  which,  to  use  Mr.  O'Brien's  illustratioui 
the  shoemaker  is  inclined  to  think  that  **  there 
is  nothing  like  leather,*'  if  we  suggest,  what 
the  public  at  large  in  this  country  is  very 
plainly  persuaded  of,  that,  for  one  person  who 
has  appreciated  the  need  for  public  action  in 
the  latter  case  there  are  thousands  in  the 
former.  The  writer  lives  in  a  city  in  which 
for  more  than  eleven  years  the  public  library 
was  administered  by  funds  not  in  the  least 
degree  derived  from  municipal  appropriations. 
Yet  the  character  of  its  service  to  the  public 
had  so  widely  impressed  itself  upon  the  com- 
munity that,  largely  from  sources  outside  of 
the  library  board,  a  movement  arose  for  recog- 
nizing the  closeness  of  the  relation,  by  public 
support.  A  report  by  a  committee  of  the  city 
government,  recommending  this  course,  signi- 
ficantly declares :  "  Your  committee  are  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  this  public  library, 
already  existing  in  the  city,  is  a  useful  and  a 
necessary  adjunct  to  the  educational  system 
sustained  by  the  city  in  its  public  schools,  and 
properly  appeals  to  the  treasury  for  an  appro- 
priation towards  its  support."  After  eleven 
years'  opportunity  for  observation  and  com- 
parison, such  a  judgment  as  this  has  the 
merit  of  deliberation  and  conviction. 

It  is  true  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
considerations  which  lead  the  present  writer 
to  find  Mr.  O'Brien's  view  untenable  are 
drawn  from  observation  and  experience  of 
conditions  existing  in  this  country.  Yet  it  is 
to  be  noted  that  his  position  is  also  contested, 
so  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned,  by  an 
-article  in  the  March  number  of  TAt  Library 
(of  London),  which  shows,  not  only  that  our 
English  cousins  are  fully  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  but  also  that  on  many  of  the 
questions  of  fact,  about  which  his  arguments 
turn,  he  is  painfully  wide  of  the  mark.  Few 
students  of  social  conditions  have  left  so  note- 


wordiy  an  impress  on  contemporary  thought 
as  the  late  William  Stanley  Jevons.  Of  the 
free  public  library  he  held  a  view  radically 
opposed  to  that  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  believing  it 
to  be  "an  engine  for  operating  upon"  the 
community,  in  ways  at  once  protective  and 
ennobling.  As  to  the  universality  of  its  benef- 
icent service,  he  was  equally  convinced, 
declaring  not  only  that  "free  libraries  are 
engines  for  creating  the  habit  and  power  of 
enjoying  high-class  literature,  and  thus  carry- 
ing forward  the  work  of  civilization  which  is 
t:ommenced  in  the  primary  school,"*  but  also 
that  they  are  "  classed  with  -town  halls,  police 
courts,  prisons,  and  poor-houses,  as  neces- 
sary adjuncts  of  our  stage  of  civilization."! 
The  experience  of  one  community  or  one 
nation  is  repeatedly  serviceable  to  another; 
but,  after  all,  it  is  the  local  conditions  which 
must  finally  determine  in  any  case.  Even 
if  a  different  conclusion  were  to  be  reached 
in  this  matter  in  Great  Britain,  it  would  still 
remain  true  that  for  us  in  America  it  is  one 
of  the  highest  duties  of  self-preservation  to 
keep  alive  the  uplifting  influences  represented 
in  the  public  support  of  these  institutions. 
The  future  of  this  country,  even  more  than 
its  past,  will  be  irrevocably  committed  to  the 
democratic  principle  in  government.  As  is 
the  people  —  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  word 
—  so  will  be  the  national  life  and  character. 
In  the  future,  even  more  than  in  the  past, 
crudity,  narrowness,  well-meaning  ignorance, 
and  low  standards  of  taste  and  ethics  will, 
unless  met  with  corrective  tendencies,  color 
our  national  life.  The  public  school  and  the 
public  library — "instruments  equal  in  power 
to  the  Dionysiac  theatre,  and  vastly  greater 
in  their  range  of  power,"  J  to  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  the  most  thoughtful  of  our 
men  of  letters  —  will  stand  more  and  more, 
in  our  American  communities,  as  such  cor- 
rective tendencies. 

•  CanUmp^ary  revirw,  t.  39,  p.  388. 
t  Ibid,  ▼.  39,  p.  385. 

%  George  Edward  Woodberry,  in  the  Fortnightly  revitw, 
T.  35,  p.  615. 
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IMPRESSIONS   IN   FOREIGN   LIBRARIES. 


BY  MARY  S.  CUTLER,  VICB-DIRBCTOR  OP  THE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 


"D  Y  the  beautiful  law  of  compensation  which 
rules  the  universe  one  is  continually  los- 
ing a  certain  good  only  to  gain  another,  it 
may  be  more  or  less  desirable.  In  giving  up 
reluctantly,  for  the  first  time  since  my  conT 
nection  with  library  work,  the  annual  gather- 
ing of  librarians  at  home,  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  L.  A.  U* 
K.  in  Nottingham  and  to  see  the  interior 
workings  of  a  few  English  and  French 
libraries. 

I  readily  assented  to  the  request  of  our 
president  that  I  should  send  for  the  con- 
ference a  little  account  of  my  library  obser- 
vations on  this  side,  as  it  furnished  an  excel- 
lent excuse  for  stealing  the  time  from  sight- 
seeing to  clarify  my  ideas  by  expressing 
them.  I  shall  attempt  no  Gradgrind  exhibi- 
tion of  facts,  only  a  record  of  impressions, 
realizing  well  that  quite  unconsciously  I  may 
be  giving  a  false  coloring. 

In  the  quaint  old  town  of  Canterbury 
where  I  lingered  for  several  days,  the  cem-. 
etery  was  pointed  out  by  a  cab  driver  with 
the  remark  that  in  this  half  lay  the  church- 
men and  on  the  other  side  nonconformists. 
Quite  hastily  but  perhaps  naturally  I  rushed 
to  the  concluusion  that  this  was  a  usual 
separation,  and  was  indulging  in  some  unchar- 
itable reflections,  when  the  driver  quietly 
added  that  this  was  the  only  churchyard  of 
the  kind  he  had  ever  seen.  Now  it  is  quite 
possible  that  I  may  more  than  once  mistake 
the  exception  for  the  common  custom,  thus 
doing  injustice  to  those  who  so  kindly  re- 
ceived me.  My  only  comfort  will  be  that 
others  far  wiser  have  done  likewise.  I  was 
accompanied  by  Miss  Ada  Bunnell,  a  recent 
graduate  of  the  Library  School,  whose  intel- 
ligent interest  added  much  to  my  pleasure  in 
making  these  visits. 

I  was  provided  with  a  general  letter  of  in- 
troduction from  Mr.  Dewey,  which  opened  all 
doors  and  secured  a  most  generous  welcome. 
The  whole  management  of  the  library  was 


set  forth,  and  my  desire  for  samples  of  blanks, 
etc.,  for  the  Library  School  collection  was 
many  times  anticipated.  Even  in  those  few 
cases  where  I  did  not  make  myself  known, 
but  showed  my  interest  by  questions,  my  re- 
ception was  most  kind.  (Were  it  not  ungra- 
cious to  single  out  individual  names  when  all 
were  so  kind,  I  would  mention  Mr.  Jenkinson, 
the  librarian  of  Cambridge  University  library ; 
Mr.  Borrajo,  sub-librarian  of  the  Guildhall; 
and  Monsieur  Ruelle  of  St.  Genevieve,  Paris, 
who  showed  us  special  favor.  With  the  lat- 
ter we  conversed  through  the  media  of  written 
English  on  our  part,  and  on  his,  a  slow  and 
laborious  speech,  but  it  only  served  to  accent- 
uate pur  hearty  welcome  from  this  most 
delightful  old  gentleman.  I  am  quite  safe  in 
being  personal,  since  VoL  i  No.  i  is  the  only 
copy  of  the  Library  jimmal  in  the  St.  Gene- 
vieve.) From  Miss  James,  a  not  unworthy 
namesake  of  our  own  beloved  fellow-worker, 
I  received  in  advance  a  pleasant  invitation  to 
the  People's  palace  library,  of  which  she  is 
librarian. 

In  Paris  I  presented  my  letter  at  the 
American  legation  and  received  an  introduc- 
tion from  the  Hon.  Whitelaw  Reid  to  the 
director  of  the  Biblioth^ue  Nationale.  There 
we  were  put  in  charge  of  Monsieur  Havet,  the 
keeper  of  printed  books,  and  later  of  the 
keeper  of  manuscripts,  both  speaking  English 
fluently.  The  French  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister  asked  if  I  were  the  author  of  the 
"  American  system  of  cataloging,"  and  I  was 
forced  to  reply  that  I  could  only  claim  a  simi. 
larity  in  name  and  the  honor  of  an  acquain- 
tance with  my  distinguished  compatriot 

Dr.  Gamett,  whom  I  expected  to  see  where 
he  used  to  sit  in  the  centre  of  the  great  circu- 
lar reading  room  of  the  British  Museum  like 
a  spider  in  his  web,  I  found  instead  in  a  pri- 
vate office  reached  by  an  electric  button  pressed 
in  an  inconspicuous  part  of  the  King's  library, 
having  been  recently  promoted  to  the  head- 
ship of  the  department  of  printed  books.    The 
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only  library  which  we  did  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  as  we  wished  was  the  Cathedral 
library  of  St  Paul's  in  London.  This  was 
reached  by  paying  sixpence  and  climbing  a 
laborious  flight  of  circular  stairs.  A  few 
curious  books  lay  under  a  glass  case  in  the 
centre  of  the  room,  while  the  rest  were  shut 
from  public  gaze  by  a  railing.  The  librarian 
was  not  there,  and  the  "care  taker*'  assured 
us  that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  us  to  pass 
within  the  gates.  We  did  not  press  the  mat- 
ter when  he  insisted  that  it  would  endanger 
his  position  if  he  were  to  let  us  inside,  think- 
ing our  probable  gain  too  small  to  justify  the 
slightest  risk.  The  Cathedral  libraries  of 
England  are  valuable  collections,  but  seem  to 
be  little  used. 

It  is  hard  to  describe  the  peculiar  pleasure 
of  seeing  for  myself  the  two  largest  libraries 
in  the  world  and  the  libraries  of  the  great 
English  universities.  It  was  my  good  fortune 
to  enter  the  British  Museum  and  the  Bodleian 
many  times  as  a  reader. 

Can  any  one  enjoy  so  thoroughly  as  a  libra- 
rian the  luxury  of  solid  hours  of  reading  in  a 
great  library?  The  charms  of  Canterbury, 
Oxford,  Westminster,  and  the  Inner  Temple 
were  enhanced  a  hundred-fold  when  interpreted 
by  Stanley,  Matthew  Arnold,  Irving,  Haw- 
thorne, and  Lamb. 

REFERENCE  LIBRARIES. 

There  is  one  striking  characteristic  of  all 
the  reference  libraries  which  we  have  visited ; 
namely,  the  reading-rooms  are  treated  as 
work-rooms  and  are  invariably  kept  free  from 
the  inroads  of  mere  curious  sight-seers. 

In  the  Biblioth^ue  Nationale  there  is  pos- 
itively no  admittance  to  this  class.  In  the 
British  Museum,  a  visitor  by  giving  his  name 
receives  a  ticket  which  admits  him  with  a 
guard  just  inside  the  door  of  the  reading-room 
long  enough  for  a  bird's-eye  view.  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  admit  only  when  the  visitor 
is  accompanied  by  a  fellow  in  academic  dress. 
At  the  South  Kensington  Museum  the  Art 
library,  the  Science  and  education  libraries, 
and  the  Dyce  and  Foster  collections,  require 
a  ticket  A  sixpence  entitles  students  to 
the  use  of  all  the  libraries  for  a  week,  a  mere 


nominal  fee  which  secures  exemption  from 
the  thousands  of  visitors  frequenting  this 
marvelous  museum.  All  these  libraries  rec- 
ognize the  distinction,  which  I  believe  is  an 
essential  one,  between  the  reading-room,  a 
place  for  study,  and  the  show-rooms,  where 
rare  and  curious  books,  handsome  bindings, 
and  fine  prints  are  exhibited.  Do  not 
some  of  our  American  libraries,  well  known 
for  their  wise  and  effective  administration, 
weaken  their  influence  by  subjecting  readers 
to  the  distractions  of  a  curious  mob,  under 
the  specious  plea  that  a  free  library  must  be 
open  to  all  who  come  ?  If  actual  restriction 
is  inexpedient,  certain  hours  or  days  could  be 
arranged  for  sight-seers  which  the  real 
student  would  soon  learn  to  avoid. 

The  British  Museum  was  phenomenally 
quiet  I  spent  many  half  days  there,  and 
although  there  are  no  signs  exhorting  to  silence 
oftentimes  the  subdued  rustling  of  leaves 
would  be  the  only  audible  sign  that  the  great 
room  was  filled. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  I  record — the 
reference  libraries  of  the  old  world,  like  those 
of  the  new,  are  not  free  from  those  two  foes 
of  serious  study,  the  reader  who  talks  and  the 
librarian  who  talks. 

The  University  library  at  Cambridge  is  a 
notable  example  of  the  utmost  freedom  in 
using  the  shelves.  With  the  exception  of 
incunabula,  manuscripts  and  certain  others  of 
special  value  or  rarity,  the  books  stand  un- 
guarded on  the  open  shelves,  inviting  use 
from  every  reader.  The  other  libraries  ex- 
pose a  fine  collection  of  reference  books,  but 
carefully  guard  the  great  mass  of  their 
treasures. 

The  short  hours  of  opening,  of  which  Mr. 
Richardson  complains  so  bitterly  in  his  ac- 
counts of  continental  libraries,  seem  not  to 
be  a  vice  of  English  or  Parisian  libraries. 
The  British  Museum,  being  now  lighted  by 
electricity,  is  open  except  in  the  summer 
months  from  9  A.  M.  till  8  P.  M.  The  modern 
department  of  the  Bodleian  contained  in  the 
Radcliffe  building  is  open  from  10  to  10,  the 
old  library  from  9  to  3,  4,  or  5,  varying  with 
the  season  and  the  natural  light  The  St. 
Genevieve    in    Paris      from  1 1-4  and  6-10. 
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Ladies  are  not  admitted  in  the  evening.  If  I 
mistake  not  these  hours  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  American  reference  libraries. 

One  serious  obstacle  to  the  pleasures  of 
research  is  the  time  spent  in  waiting  for  books. 
My  own  experience  is  that  one  waits  on  an 
average  forty  minutes  at  the  British  Museum. 
I  am  told  that  at  the  Guildhall  one  can  se- 
cure any  book  at  five  minutes'  notice,  but  I 
did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  verifying  the 
statement  by  reading  in  that  new  and  hand- 
some halL 

The  Bodleian,  in  which  I  am  now  writing, 
has  by  far  the  most  attractive  interior.  The 
charm  of  the  university  life  hangs  about  the 
beautiful  roof,  the  red-gowned  portraits,  the 
broad  alcoves,  and  the  ivy-circled  windows ; 
and  the  spirit  of  "peace,  beauty,  and  leisure " 
wraps  it  about  like  a  garment 

FREE  LIBRARIES. 

The  free  library  movement  in  Great  Britain, 
dating  from  1850,  when  Mr.  Ewart  put  through 
Parliament  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  has  made 
most  rapid  progress  within  a  few  years.  Like 
our  own  country,  the  metropoh's  is  far  behind 
the  large  towns  in  providing  library  privileges, 
but  it  is  rapidly  coming  to  the  front  A  pe- 
culiarity of  many  library  buildings  in  London 
is  that  they  are  provided  with  a  residence  for 
the  librarian. 

I  saw  no  covered  books,  and  to  my  surprise, 
even  in  the  smaller  libraries  it  was  not  un- 
common to  find  the  call  numbers  gilded  on 
the  backs.  In  a  majority  of  these  libraries 
readers*  tickets  are  issued  to  rate-payers  and 
their  families.  All  others  must  secure  a  rate- 
payer as  guarantee,  or  deposit  a  sum  of  money, 
usually  I  OS.  A  delivery  room  with  stack  ad- 
joining, a  news  room  for  daily  and  weekly, 
papers,  and  a  reference  department,  contain- 
ing also  the  monthlies,  are  regular  features. 
A  boys'  room  is  carried  on  at  Manchester 
and  at  Chelsea  with  most  gratifying  results. 

I  was  able  to  visit  only  two  of  the  large 
public  libraries,  Birmingham  and  Nottingham ; 
these  are  doing  a  magnificent  work.  The 
Nottingham  library,  under  Mr.  J.  Potter  Bris- 
coe, has  a  central  library  and  11  branches, 
one  of  them,  a  children's  library.    It  contains 


69,000  volumes  in  all,  issues  433,000  books 
yearly,  and  has  an  attendance  of  1,790,000,  a 
daily  average  attendance  of  6,00a 

CATALOGS* AND  CLASSIFICATION. 

The  British  Museum  form  of  catalog  is 
almost  universal  in  England.  It  may  h%  seen 
in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
New  York,  and  so  far  as  I  know  in  no 
other  place  in  America.  It  consists  of 
large  blank  folio  volumes  provided  at  inter- 
vals with  guards  like  a  scrap  book.  The 
catalog  slips,  either  printed  or  written  on  thin 
paper,  are  pasted  by  two  edges  upon  the  book, 
and  when  a  rearrangement  is  necessary,  are 
"  lifted "  by  a  paper  knife  and  remounted 
to  make  room  for  new  slips.  In  the  Bodleian 
library  this  is  done  very  deftly  and  rapidly  by 
boys.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  it  involves 
more  labor  than  the  slipping  of  cards  once  for 
all  into  a  drawer.  On  the  other  hand  dupli- 
cating processes  can  be  used  with  thin  slips. 
The  two  methods  are  about  equally  bulky 
(see  Library  notes  i  :  179-195X  Of  course 
the  argument  for  this  form  is  the  greater  ease 
of  running  the  eye  over  a  printed  page  than 
of  handling  cards  in  a  drawer. 

On  trial  the  book  form  seemed  very  conve- 
nient, except  in  the  case  of  voluminous 
authors,  where  the  American  card  catalog  has 
a  decided  advantage  if  properly  provided  with 
guides.  Many  pages  of  the  book  must  be 
scanned  for  a  particular  entry,  like  G5the ; 
whereas  the  special  guide-cards  for  Collected 
works.  Biography,  Criticism,  or  the  colored 
cards  used  in  some  libraries,  attract  notice 
instantly. 

At  the  University  library  in  Cambridge  an 
ingenious  device  does  away  with  some  objec- 
tions to  the  book  form.  The  sheets  are  not 
regularly  bound,  but  are  laced  into  the  covers 
by  pieces  of  cat-gut  which  pass  above  the  mid- 
dle of  each  signature  and  are  knotted  on  the 
ouside  of  the  cover  at  top  and  bottom.  This 
secilres  greater  flexibility,  and  subjects  or 
letters  may  be  passed  from  one  cover  to  an- 
other as  the  catalog  grows. 

In  some  of  the  free  libraries  card  catalogs 
are  used.  At  the  St.  Martin's  free  library, 
London,  the  books  are  cataloged  on  the  t3rpe- 
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writer,  with  two  or  three  duplicate  copies 
which  are  pasted  neatly  on  cards  with  very 
good  effect.  In  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale 
the  public  use  for  accessions  since  1882  a 
catalog  similar  to  the  Leyden  catalog,  a  de- 
scription of  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Cutter  at 
the  Lake  George  meeting  (see  Ubrary  jour- 
nal \o\  206-8).  Substantially  the  same  form  is 
used  also  in  the  Society  Library,  New  York, 
and  is  now  being  tried  in  Harvard  College. 
The  French  catalog  differs  in  having  three 
rows  of  cards  instead  of  one.  The  official 
catalog  is  on  cards,  in  drawers  upon  the  wall, 
like  the  plan  adopted  for  the  New  York  State 
library.  The  Bonnange  catalog  cards,  con- 
sisting of  cards  with  cloth  hinges,  the  lower 
parts  clamped  together  in  a  box,  were  on  sale 
at  the  "  Library  Bureau  "  in  Paris,  but  I  did 
not  see  them  in  use.  For  description  see 
''Public  libraries  in  the  UniUd  States,''  pt.  i, 
p.  558-60. 

Great  saving  of  time  and  legibility  is  secured 
in  many  libraries  by  cutting  up  printed  cata- 
logs and  regular  lists  of  accessions,  and 
mounting  them  for  the  public  catalog.  Some 
American  libraries  with  limited  funds,  and 
nearly  all  place  themselves  in  that  category, 
might  profitably  learn  this  lesson  in  economy. 
What  is  lost  in  beauty  is  gained  in  legibility, 
and  uniformity  is  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of 
practical  utility.  There  is  ^eat  danger  of  re- 
garding the  catalog  too  much  as  a  work  of 
art  instead  of  a  key  to  the  contents  of  the 
library,  and  of  wasting  upon  its  elaboration 
time,  and  therefore  money,  which  could  be 
better  employed  in  the  purchase  of  books,  or 
if  that  is  too  trite  a  statement,  in  paying 
higher  salaries.  The  European  method  re- 
minds me  of  the  plan  in  use  at  the  St.  Louis 
public  library,  of  mounting  titles  from  the 
Publishers'  weekly  for  order  lists  and  catalogs. 
It  is  a  most  practical  method  of  utilizing  ma- 
terial already  in  print,  and  I  wonder  it  is  not 
more  widely  followed. 

There  are  few  striking  variations  in  catalog- 
ing entries.  It  was  a  comfort  to  find  George 
Eliot's  works  under  that  name  in  the  British 
Museum  catalog,  but  I  felt  like  grumbling, 
when  looking  for  the  Library  Journal  Mudtxiht 
title,  to  be  referred  to  "  Periodical  publications, 


New  York."  In  like  manner  the  Proceedings 
of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  must  be  sought  under 
"academies." 

Classification  is  a  subject  which  has  appar- 
ently received  much  less  attention  than  with 
us.  Most  libraries  which  we  visited  are  clas- 
sified roughly  on  the  shelves,  the  public  libra- 
ries using  a  letter  to  denote  the  class,  then 
figures  in  accession  order.  The  Bodleian  li- 
brary is  the  only  example  which  we  found  of  a 
library  closely  classified  on  the  shelves.  The 
catalog  is  classed  and  arranged  numerically. 
At  the  Guildhall  library  there  is  a  classified 
card  catalog  on  the  decimal  system.  Subjects 
in  which  the  library  is  specially  rich,  e.  g.  Lon- 
don, are  further  subdivided.  The  class  num- 
bers are  utilized  only  for  the  arrangement  of 
cards,  and  the  press-marks  on  a  fixed  location 
are  added  for  use  till  they  can  get  time  to  re- 
arrange the  shelves.  The  sliding  book  press 
of  the  British  Museum,  by  which  the  book  ca- 
pacity is  trebled  (described  in  Library  notes, 
2 :  97-99),  is  a  most  interesting  and  ingenious 
invention.  Though  so  heavily  loaded,  it  works 
with  perfect  ease. 

CHARGING  SYSTEMS. 

The  use  of  the  indicator  is  very  common  in 
circulating  libraries.  It  is  so  little  known  in 
America,  probably  owing  to  its  trial  and  re- 
jection by  Mr.  Winsor  in  the  Boston  public 
Ubrary,  that  a  slight  sketch  of  its  workings  is 
offered.  Each  book  in  the  circulating  depart- 
ment is  represented  at  the  charging  desk  by  a 
tiny  book  7x2}ix}i  cm.,  which  lies  in  a  pigeon 
hole  just  large  enough  to  contain  it  Both 
ends  of  the  tiny  book  are  enclosed  by  a  stiff 
projection  bearing  the  call  number,  one  end 
being  red,  the  other  blue ;  one  color  meaning 
"in,"  the  other  "out."  The  reader  turns 
from  the  catalog  to  the  indicator,  till  he  finds 
by  the  color  towards  him  a  book  that  is  in, 
which  he  then  calls  for.  The  clerk  enters  in 
the  indicator  book  the  number  of  reader's 
card  and  date  of  issue,  and  lays  in  the  proper 
pigeon  hole  the  reader's  card  and  indicator 
book,  reversed  to  show  that  the  book  is  out. 
One  foot  of  counter  space  is  required  for  1,000 
numbers. 

This  is  Cotgreave's  indicator,  the  one  in 
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most  common  use,  though  there  are  several 
variations.  In  some  libraries  the  indicator  is 
used  only  to  show  what  books  are  in,  as  in 
Birmingham,  where  a  burdensome  ledger  sys- 
tem is  combined  with  it,  and  in  the  Chelsea 
free  library,  where  a  card  sjrstem  is  used  simi- 
lar to  one  popular  in  the  United  States,  i.  e, 
a  book  card  arranged  (i)  by  time,  (2)  by  call 
number.  In  the  latter  library  the  indicator  is 
used  only  for  fiction.  Indicators  as  a  system 
of  charging  impressed  me  as  inferior  to  the 
card  methods,  because  slower,  and  because 
failing  to  show  overdue  books  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  Their  advantage  is  the  saving  of 
time  spent  by  our  method  in  looking  for  books 
already  loaned  to  other  readers.  The  use  of 
an  indicator  or  of  the  indicator  principle,  for 
the  class  fiction  combined  with  a  card  system 
of  charging,  is  worth  consideration  by  American 
librarians.  A  working  model  of  Cotgreave's 
indicator,  containing  1,000  numbers,  will  be  in 
operation  at  the  Library  School  during  the 
coming  winter,  and  can  be  studied  there  by  any 
member  of  the  A.  L.  A.  A  sample  book  and 
card  will  be  shown  at  the  California  meeting. 
At  the  London  institution  a  subscription 
library  is  used,  a  most  ingenious  and  original 
system  invented  by  the  sublibrarian,  Mr. 
George  Parr.  It  is  a  card  system  by  which 
the  reader*s  time  and  book  accounts  are  kept 
without  stamping  or  writing,  by  means  of 
arrangement,  color,  and  a  series  of  projections 
on  the  cards.  The  trays  are  a  perfect  Joseph's 
coat  of  contrasting  colors,  and  one  gains  an 
impression  of  extreme  intricacy,  but  great 
speed  is  claimed  for  it 


BOOK-BINDINGS. 

Those  who  are  fond  of  handsome  bindings 
can  here  delight  their  eyes  in  the  most 
curious  and  costly  that  the  art  of  the  binder 
can  devise  or  the  purse  of  a  sovereign  com- 
mand. In  the  King's  library  at  the  British 
Museum,  which  is  now  open  on  alternate  eve- 
nings, and  in  the  manuscript  department  of 
the  Biblioth^ue  Nationale,  are  the  finest  dis- 
plays. At  Zaehnsdorfs  handsome  show- 
rooms in  London  I  was  allowed  to  handle 
some  fine  specimens  of  modem  work.  Ex- 
actly what  a  Roxburghe  binding  is,  seems  to 
be  a  matter  of  dispute  and«uncertainty  among 
American  librarians,  and  since  Roxburghe  is 
distinctly  an  English  binding  and  Zaehnsdorf 
confessedly  the  best  binder  in  England,  his 
definition  is  worth  record.  Roxburghe  is  a 
leather-backed  book  with  lettering  in  a  panel, 
having  no  comers,  no  bands,  and  no  omamen- 
tation.  Qoth  sides  are  frequent  but  not  es- 
sential. The  kind  of  leather  makes  no  differ- 
ence. Mr.  Dewey  has  alluded  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  artistic  book  bindings  at  Nottingham. 
It  contained  among  other  treasures  the  three 
by  Cobden-Sanderson,  which  were  pictured  in 
the  English  illustrated  magazine^  Jan.,  1891. 
They  were  especially  beautiful. 

Mr.  Dewey's  notice  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K. 
leaves  nothing  to  be  noted  except  the  absence 
of  women.  Miss  James  of  the  People's 
palace  and  three  American  delegates  were 
the  only  representatives  of  the  sex,  surely  a 
most  striking  contrast  to  the  San  Francisco 
meeting. 


TABULATED  REPORTS  OF   STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS. 

BY  H.  E.  GREEN,  CATALOGBR  IN  THE  BOSTON  ATHENiBUM. 


[In  arranging  these  reports  I  have  quoted 
the  words  of  the  respective  secretaries  as  far 
as  possible.  Some  needed  to  be  very  much 
condensed,  in  which  cases  I  had,  of  course,  to 
use  my  own  words.    H.  E.  G.] 

WHEN  AND  WHERE  ORGANIZED. 

Maine. —  Augusta,  March  19, 1891. 
N.  H.— Fabyan'8,Sept.  12, 189a 
Mass. —  Boston,  Nov.  13, 1890. 


Conn. — New  Haven,  Feb.  23, 1891. 

N.  Y.  State.—  Albany,  July  1 1, 1890. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— Col.  Coll.,  N.  Y.,  June  18, 
1885. 

New  Jersey. —  Trenton,  Dec  9^  189a 

Penn. — ^An  attempt  made  to  form  an  association 
without  success. 

Wisconsin. —  Madison,  Feb.  11,  1891. 

lowA. —  Des  Moines,  Sept  2,  189a 

Michigan.—  Detroit,  Sept  i,  1891. 
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NEED  OP  STATE  ASSOCIATION. 

Maine. —  For  arousing  an  interest  in,  and 
demonstrating  the  need  of,  libraries  in  small  towns. 

New  Hampshire. — To  secure  cooperation 
among  libraries,  to  improve  methods  of  working ; 
to  encourage  the  establishment  of  new  libraries, 
and  render  those  already  established  more  useful 
as  a  means  of  education ;  to  facilitate  the  collection 
of  literature  relating  to  the  State,  and  promote  a 
more  economical  distribution  of  government 
documents. 

Mass. —  For  arousing  an  esprit  de  eorps  and  an 
interest  in  the  general  good  in  the  librarians  of 
town  libraries,  of  which  there  are  many. 

Conn. —  For  discussing  library  interests,  and 
promoting  the  formation  of  free  libraries,  of 
which  there  are  few. 

New  Yoek  State. —  To  promote  library  inter- 
ests as  a  part  of  the  educational  sjrstem  of  the 
State  and  bring  New  York  abreast  of  other  States 
in  the  matter. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— "For  knowledge  of  each 
other's  work  and  plans  and  for  cooperation.** — Mr, 
Dewey's  letter^  L./,^  t88St  /•  '77- 

New  Jersey. —  To  improve  lines  of  work  by 
organization  and  cooperation. 

Penn.— 

Wisconsin. — To  arouse  a  more  intelligent 
interest  and  enthusiasm  in  library  work,  and  to 
secure  the  establishment  of  additional  libraries. 

Iowa. — Librarians  were  unacquainted  with 
each  other,  and  little  was  known  of  their  libraries 
outside  of  their  localities.  There  was  little  or  no 
indication  of  progress. 

Michigan. —  "  For  havhig  library  work  carried 
on  in  the  broadest,  most  progressive  way,  and  for 
the  help  that  a  State  organization  can  give  to 
librarians  who  cannot  attend  the  A.  L.  A.  meet- 
ings. "  —  Mr,  Utley^s  address  at  first  meeting, 

WORK  ACCOMPLISHED. 

Maine. — None  as  yet,  except  organization. 

N.  H. —  Organization. 

Mass. —  Many  members  drawn  in  who  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  A.  L.  A.  meet- 
ings, and  some  interesting  questions  discussed  at 
the  three  meetings  which  have  already  been  held. 

Conn. —  Little  as  yet.  One  town  librarian  has 
been  induced  to  take  the  course  at  Mr.  Fletcher's 
summer  school  of  library  economy. 

N.  Y.  State.—  An  attempt  made  to  establish 
a  clearing-house  for  duplicates. 

N.  Y.  Library  Club.—  A  union  list  of  periodi- 
cals taken  in  libraries  represented  in  the  club 


compiled;  was  the  pioneer  of  local  library  asso- 
ciations. 

New  Jersey. —  Interest  awakened  in  A.  L.  A. 
Endowment  Fund.  Attention  called  to  Sonnen- 
schein's  "Best  Books.**  The  Library  School  and 
university  extension  brought  to  the  notice  of 
librarians.  Resolution  passed  that  the  N.  J.  L.  A. 
cordially  indorse  the  name  of  Hon.  T.  W.  Bick- 
nell  of  Boston  as  head  of  the  educational  exhibit 
at  the  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago. 

Wisconsin. —  No  special  results  as  yet;  has 
been  of  general  interest  among  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  State  in  its  purposes. 

Iowa. —  Librarians  are  no  longer  strangers  to 
one  another.  They  have  adopted  a  system  of 
annual  reports  to  the  State  librarian.  One  of 
their  number  has  visited  during  the  year  the  lead- 
ing libraries,  and  written  a  sketch  of  their  present 
condition. 

Michigan. — Organization.  Papers  on  inter- 
esting topics  read  at  first  meeting. 

WORK  for  the  FirruRB. 

Maine. —  No  definite  plans  as  yet,  but  hope  to 
accomplish  something  in  awakening  interest. 

N.  H. —  Committees  have  been  and  are  to  be 
appointed  to  work  up  the  bibliography  of  the 
State. 

Mass. —  Three  or  four  meetings  a  year  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State,  with  a  subject  for  dis- 
cussion announced  in  advance,  and  a  short  address 
from  some  noted  speaker,  not  necessarily  on  the 
subject  under  discussion. 

Conn. —  Missionary  work  in  the  smaller  towns 
and  villages. 

N.  Y.  State. —  To  promote  cooperation  be- 
tween the  libraries  and  educational  institutions  of 
the  State,  and  the  passing  of  effectual  library  laws. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— Publication  of  a  manual 
giving  comprehensive  information  in  regard  to 
libraries  in  the  dtyof  New  York  and  its  neighbor- 
hood ;  also  the  evolution  of  a  plan  whereby  the 
reference  work  done  by  certain  libraries,  especially 
on  special  topics  of  general  interest,  can  be  utilized 
in  other  libraries. 

N.  Jersey. —  Committee  to  draft  a  new  law 
relating  to  town  and  village  public  libraries  to  be 
presented  at  next  session  of  the  Legislature.  Dis- 
cussion of  the  distribution  of  State  documents. 
Rev.  T.  B.  Thompson  of  Trenton  to  explain  the 
object  and  scope  of  university  extension. 

Wisconsin. —  No  special  plan  as  yet 

Iowa. — To  examine  the  laws  relating  to  libra- 
ries and  suggest  improvements;  make  monthly 
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reports  on  an  agreed  plan.    To  seek  to  awaken 
the  public  to  a  new  interest  in  libraries. 
Michigan. —  No  plans  reported  as  yet. 

SPECIAL  PBATURXS. 

Mains.—  None. 

N.  H. —  Whatever  the  Association  accomplishes 
in  the  direction  of  a  N.  H.  bibliography  or  other 
transactions  of  a  permanent  value  or  interest  will 
be,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
incorporation,  collected  by  the  State  librarian, 
and  published  as  an  appendix  to  his  report  to  the 
Legislature. 

.  Mass. — An  objectionable  feature  of  this  club 
is  the  exclusion  of  every  one  not  directly  con- 
nected with  library  work  as  librarian,  assistant,  or 
trustee,  no  matter  how  deep  his  interest  in  the 
good  cause.* 

Conn. — None. 

N.  Y.  State. — The  State  library  system,  ad- 
ministered through  State  officers. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  [The  convivial  element* 
appears  to  be  a  special  feature  of  this  club,  to 
judge  from  the  reports  of  teas  and  entertainments 
by  Messrs.  Bowker  and  Ford,  collations  at  Co- 
lumbia College,  etc]  The  club  not  confined  to 
New  York  city  or  State,  but  embraces  libraries  in 
the  city  and  vicinity. 

New  Jersey.— None. 

Wisconsin. —  None. 

Michigan. —  None,  as  yet 

Iowa. —  Several  libraries  not  represented  at 
the  organization  meeting  sent  members  this  year, 
paying  their  expenses.  The  librarians  ask  for  a 
two  days'  session.  The  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion is  a  woman,  as  are  most  of  the  officers. 

number  op  members. 

Maine.— 21. 

N.  H.— 60  ?    [The  Secretary  says  about  6a] 

Mass.— 143. 

Conn.—  50. 

N.  Y.  State.— 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— 121. 

New  Jersey.— 60. 

Wisconsin. —  29. 

Iowa.— 23. 

Michigan.— 37. 

interest  taken  by  librarians   and   out- 
SIDERS. 

Maine.— Interest  very  slight,  as  shown  by 
membership. 

*Thii  mistake  wu  corrected  at  the  meeting  held  Dec.  16. 


N.  H. —  Members  generally  interested,  though 
not  many  librarians  among  them. 

Mass. —  Librarians  mostly  interested ;  not  much 
effect  apparently  produced  on  outside  public 

Conn. — Libraries  of  the  State  well  represented 
at  the  May  meeting ;  a  number  of  outsiders  came 
in. 

N,  Y.  State. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  Members  much  interested ; 
have  members  in  foreign  countries:  Boston, 
Chicago,  and  Rangoon,  Burmah.  Many  outsiders 
members. 

N.  Jersey. — Considerable  interest  manifested 
at  the  meetings. 

Wisconsin.— Leading  dtisens  of  the  Sute 
interested  in  the  Association. 

Iowa. —  Interest  encouraging.  Three  members 
of  the  Association  are  trustees  of  libraries. 

RESULTS  IN  communities  WHERE  THE  ASSOCIA- 
TION HAS  MET;  NUMBER  OP  MEETINGS. 

Maine. —  In  most  cases  very  slight;  only  one 
meeting. 

N.  H. —  Three  meetings. 

Mass.—  Five  meetings  to  Sept.  30 ;  not  much 
effect  as  yet. 

Conn. —  Two  meetings;  interest  awakened  in 
the  Association. 

N.  Y.  State.— Two  ?  or  three  ? 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— Twenty-five  meetings; 
increase  of  spirit  of  fraternity  and  cooperation. 

N.  Jersey.— Two  meetings;  results  yet  to  be 
seen. 

Wisconsin. —  One  meeting;  no  special  results. 

Iowa. —  Two  meetings.  A  decidedly  greater 
interest  in  library  matters  and  a  better  apprecia- 
tion of  librarianship  among  leading  men  and 
women. 

Michigan.—  No  results  reported  as  yet.  One 
meeting. 

constitutions. 

Maine. —  Printed  in  Lib.  Joum.,  Apr.,  1891,  p. 
114. 

N.  H.— L.  J.,  Feb.,  1891,  p.  sa 

Mass. —  L.  J.,  Jan.,  1891,  p.  19.  Amended  con- 
stitution annexed. 

Conn. —  Annexed;  condensed  in  L.  J.,  March, 
i89i,p.  81. 

N.  Y.  State.— L.  J.,  July,  1890,  p.  212. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— L.  J.,  Aug.,  1885,  orig. 
const,  amended  Feb.,  1891. 

N.  Jersey.— L.  J.,  Jan.,  1891,  p.  16. 
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Wisconsin.— L.  J^  March,  1891,  p.  81. 
Iowa. —  L.  J.,  Jan.,  1891,  p.  18. 
Michigan. 

constitution  of  the  massachusbtts 
library  club. 

/.   Name, 
This  organization  shall  be  called  **The  Massa- 
chusetts Library  Club." 

a.    Object, 
Its  object  shall  be  to  promote  the  library  inter- 
ests of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

3.  Members, 

Any  librarian,  library  assistant,  or  trustee  of  a 
library  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  may  become 
a  member  upon  payment  of  the  first  annual  assess- 
ment, and  remain  a  member  as  long  as  dues  are 
paid.  Any  person  eligible  to  membership  may 
become  a  life  member  and  be  exempt  from  future 
annual  assessments  on  the  payment  of  $5.00. 
The  money  received  for  life  memberships  shall  be 
safely  invested  and  only  the  interest  shall  be 
spent.* 

4.  Officers, 

The  officers  of  the  club  shall  consist  of  a  Presi- 
dent, two  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  and  a 
Treasurer,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual 
meeting,  who  shall  together  constitute  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  serve  till  their  successors  are 
chosen. 

5.  Meetings. 

There  shall  be  two  or  more  meetings  of  the 
dub  in  each  year,  one  of  which  shall  be  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  the  first  Wednesday  in 
October,  provided  that  the  annual  meeting  shall  be 
called  to  take  place  in  some  other  month  than 
October  in  any  year  when  all  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  agree  to  the  change. 

6.    Dues  and  DebU. 

The  annual  assessment  shall  be  fifty  (50)  cents. 

No  debt  or  obligation  of  any  kind  shall  be  con- 
tracted by  the  club,  or  by  any  committee,  officer, 
or  member  thereof  on  its  behalf. 

7.    Amendments, 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  three- 
fourths  vote  of  those  present  at  any  stated  meet- 

•  Amended  Dec.  16,  by  striking  out  the  word  *<  first."  and 
adding  the  prorision  — *'Other  persons  interested  in  library 
work  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  SxecutiTe  Committee, 
become  members  00  the  same  terms." 


ing,  notice  of  the  proposed  change  having  been 
given  in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 

CONSTITUTION   OP  THE    CONNECTICUT    UBRAET 
ASSOCIATION. 

/.    Name, 
This  Association  shall  be  called  the  Connecti- 
cut Library  Association. 

a.    Object, 
Its  object  shall  be  to  promote  the  library  inter- 
ests of  the  State  of  Connecticut 

J.    Members, 
Any  person  interested  in  the  object  of  the  Asso- 
ciation may  become  a  member  upon  payment  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  annual  assessment. 

4.  Officers, 
The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  consist  of 
a  President,  five  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  an 
Assistant  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer,  to  be  elected 
by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting,  who  shall 
together  constitute  the  Executive  Board,  which 
shall  have  power  to  act  for  the  Association 
in  intervals  between  its  meetings. 

S,  Meetings, 
There  shall  be  not  less  than  three  meetings  in 
each  year  to  be  held  in  February,  May,  and 
October,  at  such  places  as  the  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers present  at  each  meeting  may  decide.  The 
meeting  in  February  shall  be  the  annual  meeting. 

6,    Dues  and  Debts, 
The  annual  assessment  shall  be  Jt/fy  cents.    No 
debts  or  obligation  of  any  kind  shall  be  contracted 
by  any  member  of  the  Association  unless  author- 
ized by  a  specific  vote  of  the  Executive  Board. 

7.    Amendments, 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  three- 
fourths  vote  of  those  members  present  at  any 
stated  meeting,  notice  of  the  proposed  change 
having  been  given  in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 

constitution     of     the     MICHIGAN      UBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

/.    Nawu, 
The  name  of    this  Association  shall  be  the 
Michigan  Library  Association. 

M,    Object, 
Its  object  shall  be  to  promote  the  library  inter- 
ests of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
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J,    Biemkers. 

Anj  person  interested  in  advandng  its  object 
may  become  a  member  of  this  Association  by  vote 
of  the  Executive  Board  and  payment  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  annual  assessment. 

4.    OJjUtrt, 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  consist  of 
a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  and 
a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meetings,  and  who  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Board,  which  shall  have  power  to  act 
for  the  Association  in  intervals  between  its  meet- 
ings. 

^,    Meetings, 

There  shall  be  one  or  more  meetings  each  year, 
the  time  and  place  of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Association  or  by  the  Executive  Board,  and  ample 
notice  of  such  time  and  place  shall  be  furnished  to 
each  member. 

6,    Dues  and  Debit. 

The  annual  assessment  shall  be  fifty  cents.  No 
officer,  committee,  or  member  of  the  Association 
shall  incur  any  expense  in  its  name,  nor  shall  the 
Treasurer  make  any  payment  from  its  funds,  unless 
authorized  to  do  so  by  vote  of  the  Executive 
Board. 

7.    Awundments, 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  meet- 
ing, notice  of  the  proposed  change  having  been 
previously  furnished  each  member  in  the  call  for 
the  meeting. 

0FFICXR8. 

HLkw^— FresUUnt,  L.  D.  Carver,  State  Lib'n, 
Augusta.  VicePreifs,  E:  W.  Hall,  Lib'n  Colby 
Univ. ;  G:  W.  Wood,  Lib'n  Bates  College.  Treas- 
urer^ G:  T.  Little,  Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick. 
Secretary^  Harriet  E.  Femald,  Lib'n  Maine  State 
College,  Orono. 

N.  H.— President^  N.  P.  Hunt.  Viee-PresideuU, 
E.  H.  Gilman,  John  Kivel,  E.  P.  Jewell,  J.  S. 
Nash,  J.  E.  Pecker,  W:  W.  BaUey,  F.  C.  Faulk- 
ner, J.  M.  Parmlee,  Cyrus  Sargeant,  I.  W.  Drew. 
Cor.  Secretary^  A.  S.  Batchellor.  Rec.  Secretary 
and  Clerk  of  the  Corporation^  A.  R.  KimbalL 
Librarian  and  TVeasurery  D.  F.  Secomb.    Execu- 


tme  Comsnittee,  N.  P.  Hmit,  M .  D.  Btsbee,  Geo.  C. 
Gilmore,  E.  H.  Gilman,  and  S.  M.  Richards. 

yLxn.— President,  W:  C.  Lane,  Harvard  Coll. 
Lib.  Vice-Presidents,  W:  Rice,  J.  C.  Houghton. 
Treasurer,  Miss  M.  E.  Sargent,  Lib  n  Medford 
Pub.  Lib.  Secretary,  Miss  E.  P.  Thurston,  Lib*n 
Newton  Pub.  Lib. 

Conn.-^  President,  Addison  Van  Name,  Lib*n 
Vale  Coll.  Lib.  Vice-Presidents,  Walter  Learned, 
Trustee  New  London  Pub.  Lib. ;  Frank  B.  Gay, 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford ;  Willis  K.  Stetson, 
New  Haven  Pub.  Lib.;  Chas.  D.  Hine,  State 
Board  of  Educ ;  Louise  M.  Carrington,  Beardsley 
Lib.,  West  Winsted.  Secretary,  Caroline  M. 
Hewins,  Hartford  Lib.  Asso.;  As/t  Sec.,  Mrs. 
Martha  Todd  Hill,  Stonington  Free  Library. 
Ti^easurer,  W:  J.  Hills,  Bridgeport  Pub.  Lib. 

N.  Y.  State.— 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.—  President,  Frank  P.  HilL 
Vice-Pre^ts,  Mary  W.  Plummer,  R.  B.  Poole. 
Secretary,  Mary  I.  CrandalL  Treasurer,  Silas  H. 
Berry.  £jcec.  Committee,  George  Hall  Baker,  W: 
T.  Peoples,  R.  B.  Poole,  Ellen  M.  Coe,  Mary  W. 
Plummer.    Pres.  and  Sec  ex  officio. 

If.  JZKSKY.^  President,  Rev.  W.  Prall,  South 
Orange.  Vice-Pres'U,  F.  P.  HiU,  Lib'n  Newark 
Free  Pub.  Lib.;  Prof.  E.  C.  Richardson,  Lib'n 
Princeton  College.  Secretary,  Martha  F.  Nelson, 
Lib'n  Union  Lab.,  Trenton.  Treasurer,  G:  F. 
Winchester,  Lib'n  Free  Pubi  Lib.,  Patersou. 

Wisconsin.—  President,  K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Lib'n 
Milwaukee  Pub.  Lab.  Vice-Preset,  R.  G.  Thwaites, 
Sec  State  Historical  Soc  Secretary  and  T^^eas., 
F.  A.  Hutchins,  office  State  Superintendent. 

lo^ K.^  President,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Miller,  State 
Lib'n,  Des  Moines.  Vice-Presets,  W.  H.  Johnston, 
Fort  Dodge,  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Dwight,  Dubuque. 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Ada  North,  Iowa  City,  Univ. 
Lib.  Treasurer,  Miss  Clara  M.  Smith,  Burling- 
ton. 

Michigan.— ^/jM^m/;  H.  M.  Utley,  Lib'n 
Detroit  Pub.  Lib.  Vice-Pres'U,  Mrs.  Calhoun, 
State  Lib.,  F.  E.  Morgan,  Trustee  Coldwater  Ub. 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Annie  F.  Parsons,  Bay  City. 
Treasurer,  Miss  Lucy  M.  Ball,  Lib'n  Pub.  Lib., 
Grand  Rapids. 
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SHOULD   UNIFORMITY  MARK  THE  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF  OUR  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  OR  SHOULD  INDIVID- 
UALITY  BE  PERMITTED  TO  ASSERT  ITSELF  IN  EACH? 


BY  LEWIS  H.  STEINER,  LIBRARIAN,  ENOCH  PRATT  FREE  LIBRARY,  BALTIMORE. 


T^HE  profession  of  public  librarian  has  be- 
come  so  important  that  this  question  is 
not  without  interest  to  those  who  are  devoting 
their  time,  energies  and  lives  to  library  work. 
If  it  is  answered  one  way,  then  all  that  will 
be  required  is  the  creation  of  a  model  which 
shall  be  strictly  followed  in  every  Library, 
irrespective  of  its  environments  and  the 
special  wants  of  the  community  it  is  intended 
to  supply,  irrespective  of  the  varying  forms 
of  architectural  structure  which  varied  tastes 
and  earnest  desires  for  that  which  is  novel 
and  different  from  all  other  buildings  erected 
for  like  purposes,  may  present,  and  irrespec- 
tive of  the  peculiar  mental  and  moral  equip- 
ment of  the  librarian  and  his  available  assist- 
ants and  of  their  tact  and  ingenuity.  If  all 
are  to  be  alike,  and  one  dull  uniformity  to 
govern  all,  then  a  result  will  be  attained  dif- 
fering from  that  secured  in  any  other  occupa- 
tion, pursuit  or  profession. 

Methods  of  legal  procedure  differ  but  little 
in  the  different  States,  and  yet  the  buildings 
constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
courts  of  law  differ  both  externally  and  in- 
ternally in  the  arrangements,  as  well  as  in 
the  administration  of  the  methods;  churches 
are  erected  with  but  one  main  object  in 
view — the  worship  of  God — and  yet  arch- 
itects are  controlled  by  influences  that  modify 
not  only  external  plans  but  also  the  internal 
plans  and  provisions  for  the  decent  conduct 
of  worship,  and  the  accommodation  of  the 
worshipping  congregation,  the  music  and  the 
officiating  clergymen.  Similarly,  great  build- 
ings for  manufacturing  purposes,  private  resi- 
dences, edifices  devoted  to  educational  pur- 
poses and  those  to  pleasure,  monuments  to 
the  mighty  dead,  and  halls  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  legislative  bodies,  reject  the  idea  of 
dull  uniformity,  and  furnish  opportunity  for 
the  exercise   of   the  inventive   Unities  of 


those  constructing  them,  as  well  as  the  desire 
to  improve  upon  other  structures,  and  to 
adapt  them  to  the  individual  tastes  of  those 
for  whom  they  are  constructed. 

There  is  advance  in  everything  in  this  age. 
We  are  not  content  to  tread  solemnly  and 
slavishly  in  the  footsteps  of  our  predecessors. 
Our  form  of  government,  in  our  opinion,  is  a 
grand  advance  beyond  that  which  satisfied 
mankind  in  previous  ages.  Science  has  fur- 
nished us  with  so  many  discoveries  in  public 
and  social  appliances  that  we  eagerly  seize 
these  and  use  them  for  the  necessities  and 
comforts  of  life,  speedily  rejecting  them  for 
others  that  are  of  more  recent  discovery  and 
better  adapted  for  our  uses. 

We  have,  indeed,  a  great  horror  of  what  is 
called  old-fogyism,  and  find  that  we  must  em- 
ploy new  discoveries  and  new  methods,  or  we 
shsJl  be  left  behind  in  the  race  for  life.  Even 
in  the  art  of  war,  where  so  much  seemingly 
depends  on  uniformity  of  action  and  mechani- 
cal drill  of  the  individual  soldier,  this  principle 
of  adaptation  and  use  of  new  discoveries  finds 
a  home.  At  one  time,  the  efficiency  of  an 
army  depended  upon  the  solidity  and  strength 
of  the  phalanx ;  then,  when  firearms  began  to 
take  the  place  of  personal  strength,  the  solid 
phalanx  gave  way  to  the  three-rank  formation, 
supposed  to  be  required  to  make  the  employ- 
ment of  these  most  efficient ;  then  it  was  found 
to  be  a  useless  exposure  of  life  to  retain  even 
three  ranks  of  men  in  the  making  or  resisting 
a  charge,  and  the  two-rank  formation  was  con- 
ceded to  be  the  best  fitted  for  the  purpose, 
with  bodies  of  troops  held  in  reserve  for  their 
support.  But  now  the  improvement  of  weap- 
ons of  precision  has  been  so  great  that  all  old 
plans  are  giving  way  to  the  deployment  of 
troops  as  skirmishers,  where  each  man  acting 
by  himself,  although  under  general  orders, 
can  exercise  his  best  skill  on  the  enemy, 
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while  be  is  exposed  to  a  minimum  of  danger 
to  his  own  body  and  life.  Similarly,  naval 
warfare  has  undergone  change,  and  close- 
range  engagements  would  seem  to  have  given 
place  to  the  free  use  of  long-range  artillery, 
worked  with  skill  and  scientific  accuracy. 

Libraries  in  former  days  were  intended 
chiefly  for  the  safe  keeping  of  books,  with 
their  possible  use  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances by  the  occasional  scholar.  Now,  and 
reference  is  here  made  especially  to  those  de- 
signed for  the  free  use  of  the  public,  the  ob- 
ject is  to  make  them  of  the  greatest  possible 
advantage  to  the  community  for  which  they 
have  been  established.  This  necessarily  im- 
plies that  their  books  should  be  so  arranged 
that  the  inquiring  visitor  could  most  readily 
have  access  to  their  contents,  and  could  se- 
cure in  the  speediest  manner  information  on 
all' subjects  claiming  his  attention.  Arrange- 
ment and  administration  are  the  chief  practi- 
cal duties  that  demand  the  public  librarian's 
attention.  Can  these  be  bound  by  the  fetters 
of  uniformity,  and  that  librarian  be  called  best 
fitted  for  such  duties  who  recognizes  any 
model,  that  must,  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians,  be  absolute  and  final  for  his 
government  in  either  ?  Is  he  to  be  a  simple 
machine,  free  from  the  employment  and  exer- 
cise of  his  individual  peculiarities,  and  for- 
bidden to  use  all  suggestions  and  improve- 
ments that  an  intelligent  study  of  arrangement 
and  administration  would  suggest  to  his  active 
mind?  These  questions  seem  to  demand 
negative  replies  from  every  one  interested  in 
the  greatest  possible  efficiency  of  our  public 
libraries,  because  it  requires  but  little  study 
of  the  subject  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  li- 
brarians must  be  men  alive  to  the  require- 
ments of  their  calling,  not  satisfied  with  a  me- 
chanical performance  of  their  duties,  and  ever 
on  the  alert  to  discover  or  employ  improved 
methods  for  the  execution  of  the  same,  if  they 
would  not  be  left  behind  in  this  active,  pro- 
gressive age.  Where  there  is  absolute  con- 
tent with  methods  of  administration  or  ar- 
rangement, whether  proposed  by  themselves 
or  by  others  —  and  the  result  is  worse  in  the 
latter  case  than  in  the  former  —  perfect  satis- 
faction that  no  improvement  can  be  found  out- 


side of  their  present  methods,  and  an  inflexible 
determination  to  persevere  in  the  same,  there 
is  the  prophecy  of  living  fossilization,  which 
will  soon  be  recognized  by  the  people  as  a 
disgrace  and  reproach  to  the  profession. 

Nowhere  more  readily  than  in  a  public 
library  should  everything  be  open  to  change, 
if  this  promises  improvement  It  is  a  pro- 
duct of  the  age  and  must  keep  pace  with  the 
latter.  It  dare  not  claim  that  its  present 
methods  are  the  best  possible  that  can  be 
devised,  and  thus  calmly  rest  from  all  activity 
and  be  converted  into  a  mere  machine  for 
literary  convenience.  The  librarian  who 
accepts  such  a  situation  is  a  disadvantage  to 
the  trust  he  is  expected  to  administer,  and 
should  give  place  to  some  one  more  alive  to 
progress  and  improvement,  and  more  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  age  in  which  he  lives. 

But  if  blind  obedience  to  authority  be 
objectionable,  let  us  see  what  advantages  may 
be  expected  to  result  from  free  play  given  to 
individuality  in  arrangement  and  administra- 
tion. And  these  advantages  must  show 
themselves  in  the  librarian  and  in  his  library. 

I.     THE  LIBRARIAN. 

We  must  take  it  for  granted  that  he  is  a 
scholarly  man,  who  by  constant  association 
with  books  has  learned  to  love  their  con- 
tents, and  not  to  be  satisfied  with  their  titles 
simply  or  their  mechanical  form.  He  should 
know  much  of  literature  and  of  its  rela- 
tions to  all  other  forms  of  human  know- 
ledge. How  much,  no  one  can  prescribe, 
but  he  must  be  more  than  a  mere  book- 
worm. His  business  is  not  to  be  a  lit- 
erary anatomist,  but  rather  a  literary  physi- 
ologist. Books  should  glow  with  life  and 
be  made  to  do  good  service  in  the  busi- 
ness of  making  mankind  wiser,  happier,  and 
better.  Hence  their  custodian  —  the  literary 
purveyor  of  the  community  —  must  be  on  the 
alert  to  discover  what  plans  are  best  adapted, 
in  his  particular  location  and  environment,  to 
accomplish  this  work.  The  printed  page  is 
to  be  made  useful  in  a  grand  missionary  work 
among  all  ages  and  classes.  Should  he  be 
content  with  what  has  been  done  by  others, 
no  matter  how  vast    their   experience   and 
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justly  celebrated  their  authority,  he  cannot 
secure  the  best  results.  The  great  librarians, 
nullius  addUtijurare  in  verba  magistri,  have 
acknowledged  no  masters  in  their  profession 
whose  rules  they  were  obliged  to  obey,  but 
have  become  masters  themselves  by  dint  of 
their  own  earnest  grappling,  each  day  of  their 
lives,  with  the  problems  that  demanded 
answers.  If  truly  great  they  did  not  wish  to 
force  their  own  methods  upon  those  who 
were  i^t  moving  on  to  assume  the  places  in 
the  ranks  which  they  in  time  would  be  com- 
pelled to  leave.  It  was  their  pride  to  see 
others  develop  independence  of  thought, 
construct  new  plans  and  devise  new  methods. 
The  secret  of  their  reputation  and  honorable 
position,  and  that  of  those  whom  we  all  recog- 
nize as  now  in  the  front  rank  of  the  pro- 
fession, is  at  the  command  of  any  one  who 
has  the  requisite  culture  and  knowledge  of 
the  contents  of  books,  combined  with  the 
practical  bent  that  fits  a  man  to  command  his 
situation,  to  know  the  peculiarities  of  his 
environment,  and  to  adapt  means  to  the 
desired  end. 

The  assertion  of  individuality  must  not  pro- 
ceed, however,  from  a  mere  desire  to  differ 
with  others  unless  such  difference  will  give 
him  greater  freedom  of  action  and  make  his 
plans  and  methods  more  useful.  Nay,  he 
should  learn  what  others  have  done  and  are 
.  doing,  by  studying  their  methods  and  witness- 
ing the  practical  operations  of  the  same  in  the 
libraries  under  their  control,  by  familiarity 
with  the  journals  devoted  to  imparting  infor- 
mation on  such  topics,  and,  above  all,  by  fre- 
quent familiar  intercourse  and  conference 
with  those  who  are  students  of  the  same  sub- 
ject He  must  strive  to  be  in  touch  with 
other  officers  in  the  army  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  Starting  out  with  the  determination 
to  get  the  best,  he  will  soon  acquire  ability  to 
select  that  which  will  suit  his  own  peculiar 
situation,  and,  what  is  more  to  the  purpose, 
to  develop  new  methods  and  plans,  which  will 
be,  at  least  for  him  and  his  particular  sphere 
of  work,  better  than  all  the  rest.  And,  as  he 
progresses  in  his  life-work,  he  will  learn  not 
to  disdain  suggestions  that  even  the  least 
scholarly  of  his  assistants  may  make,  as  to 


management  and  administration.  Where 
these  are  conscious  of  the  fact  that,  while  they 
must  recognize  and  conform  to  the  rules  and 
methods  provided  for  their  government  by 
their  chief,  he  will  not  thrust  aside  sugges- 
tions that  may  result  from  their  own  ingenuity 
and  study  of  any  portion  of  the  details  sub- 
mitted to  their  oversight  and  care,  their  use- 
fulness is  greatly  increased.  Under  such  a 
system  of  recognition,  the  assistants  them- 
selves rise  from  the  lower  mechanical  level  to 
become  intelligent,  all-alive,  active  participants 
in  the  spirit  of  the  librarian  and  invaluable 
partners  in  his  work.  And  this  is  no  small 
advantage  in  the  conduct  of  any  business.  It 
reduces  perfunctory  performance  of  duty  to 
the  minimum,  and,  in  our  calling,  makes  each 
member  of  his  staff  a  tower  of  strength  to  the 
librarian. 

The  development  of  broader  and  clearer 
ideas  of  the  nature  of  his  profession,  that 
takes  place  as  he  throws  off  servitude  to  oth- 
ers and  begins  to  make  his  library  a  part  of 
himself  and  to  identify  himself  with  it,  is  also 
a  result  that  is  of  incsdculable  value.  But  few 
have  had  the  pleasure  granted  them  to  have 
been  called  in  consultation  in  the  construction 
of  their  library  buildings.  These  have  been 
mostly  furnished  before  the  appointment  of 
the  librarians,  or,  if  constructed  during  their 
terms  of  service,  their  counsel  has  been  some- 
times rejected  as  that  of  ''cranks"  who  are 
deemed  hardly  practical  enough  to  aid  the 
architect  in  the  planning  of  the  building, 
which  is  to  be  the  focus  of  their  activity  and 
usefulness  in  the  community.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  development  of  the  individ- 
uality and  independence  of  thought  that  will 
make  the  librarian  able  to  adapt  the  building 
to  the  best  accomplishment  of  the  purposes 
for  which  it  has  been  constructed,  and  to  make 
his  plans  so  that  he  and  it  may  be  married 
one  to  the  other  and  the  twain  be  united  in 
an  indissoluble  unity.  True,  there  is  great 
difference  in  the  arrangements  and  plans  of 
libraries,  and  some  are  infinitely  better  adapted 
for  their  purposes  than  others,  but  the  wise 
librarian,  who  has  learned  to  think  and  plan 
and  adapt  for  himself,  laughs  at  the  inconven- 
iences with  which    he  may  be  surrounded 
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and  forces  them  all  to  contribute  to  the  sac- 
cess  of  his  own  plans. 

The  modern  chemist,  in  his  well-appointed 
laboratory,  with  its  wealth  of  appliances,  con- 
ducts his  researches  with  great  comfort,  con- 
venience and  success,  but  a  Faraday  puts  in 
a  few  glass  tubes  and  ingenious  makeshifts 
along  with  his  indomitable  determination  to 
succeed,  and  secures  discoveries  that  make 
him  known  to  the  scientific  world  as  a  master 
of  his  profession.  Similarly,  the  wise  libra- 
rian, who  acts  independently,  will  find  that, 
although  he  is  denied  many  aids  and  conven- 
iences which  his  more  fortunate  brother  has 
at  his  command,  he  can  contrive  to  force 
what  he  has  into  subjection  to,  his  wants  and 
make  everything  useful  in  the  execution  of  his 
plans. 

But,  while  thus  getting  perfect  command  of 
the  building  devised  or  employed  for  the  pro- 
tection and  arrangement  of  the  books  that  he 
is  enabled  to  purchase,  he  will  probably  feel 
the  necessity  for  modifications  of  the  very 
classification  that  is  used  for  his  own  con- 
venience and  that  of  his  borrowers.  This 
must  needs  be  modified  to  suit  the  nature  of 
the  library  —  whether  it  be  only  for  reference 
or  circulation,  whether  intended  for  the  gen- 
eral public  or  for  a  more  or  less  limited  num- 
ber of  subscribers.  So,  the  details  of  ad- 
ministration must  be  largely  determined  in 
accordance  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  per- 
son in  charge,  the  nature  of  the  building,  and, 
to  a  certain  extent  also,  the  character  of  the 
assistants  that  he  is  likely  to  have.  He  can 
usually  not  regulate  this  portion  of  his  duties 
by  what  others  have  employed,  but  he  must 
select,  appropriate,  adapt  and  devise  what 
will  be  best  fitted  for  his  peculiar  situation. 
Where  the  librarian  thus  thinks  and  acts  for 
himself,  after  a  careful  study  of  what  others 
have  done,  he  becomes  master  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  an  honor  to  the  profession  of  which 
he  is  a  member.  His  staff  respect  him  as 
their  leader,  are  ready  to  carry  out  his  views 
or  to  submit  their  contributions  or  sug- 
gestions for  improvement  of  methods  to  his 
good  judgment,  and  the  whole  library  force 
can  claim  special  respect  from  those  who  re- 
sort to  its  shelves  for  aid  in  their  studies  or 


for  that  which  will  bring  amusement  and 
comfort  in  their  hours  of  fatigue.  His  own 
labors  are  lessened,  and  duty  becomes  a 
pleasure  under  such  circumstances. 

2.     THB  LIBRARY. 

The  benefits  thus  received  by  the  li- 
brarian are,  however,  not  confined  to  him; 
they  extend  to  the  reputation  the  library 
itself  will  acquire  in  the  community. 
It  will  soon  be  found  out  that  it  has 
an  individuality  of  its  own,  in  the  formation 
of  which  the  convenience  of  the  community 
and  its  special  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the 
people  have  been  earnestly  considered. 
These  facts  will  create  pride  in  it  as 
peculiarly  their  own, — not  a  slavish  copy  of 
another,  but  a  creation  adapted  to  their  own 
needs,  and  this  is  not  to  be  considered  as  of 
little  moment  Town  pride  and  personal 
pride  will  beget  greater  respect  and  love  for 
the  library,  and  will  insensibly  win  friends  not 
only  for  the  architectural  structure,  but  also 
for  the  books  on  its  shelves.  Its  reputation 
will  increase  its  friends,  and  so  whatever  it 
may  possess  of  literary  treasures  will  attain  a 
wider  sphere  of  usefulness.  Individuality  in 
anything  commands  respect,  if  not  admiration, 
and,  in  the  case  of  a  library,  this  is  very 
strikingly  shown  in  any  community.  Every 
one  feeb  that  an  active  brain  is  at  work  for 
his  benefit,  which  is  not  content  with  servile 
imitation  of  any  one  model,  but  strives  to 
create  its  own,  and  that  the  best  possible  one 
for  its  peculiar  limitations  and  environment. 
And  so  the  labor,  that  has  been  expended  on 
arrangement  and  administration,  receives  rec- 
ognition outside  of  the  library  itself,  adding 
to  its  popularity  with  the  people  and  its  con- 
sequent increasing  usefulness. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at  in  this  discussion 
is  based  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  librarian 
possesses  the  literary  culture  and  book-know- 
ledge required  for  his  position,  sufficient  judg- 
ment to  weigh  properly  all  the  needs  of  the 
institution  under  his  care,  and  an  ambition  to 
make  his  library  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  its 
natural  constituency.  If  he  does  not  possess 
these  he  is  out  of  place,  and  should  be  sup- 
planted by  some  one  who  does,  because  to  the 
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former  the  rules  and  regulations  which  have 
been  made  by  another  will  always  be  blindly 
accepted  as  guides  to  control  his  action.  He 
begins  his  work  mechanically  and  will  con- 
tinue it  thus  until  he  lays  it  down.  He  is  as 
little  fitted  to  judge  of  methods  as  many  of  the 
pupils  who  flock  to  our  normal  schools,  to 
learn  the  methods  of  teaching,  before  they 
have  even  acquired  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  branches  they  are  expected  to  teach. 
These  make  their  teaching  mechanical,  dry, 
and  lifeless,  and  drive  their  pupils  along  roads 
they  know  not  themselves,  which  are  crowded 
with  obstacles,  instead  of  leading  them  along 
paths  lined  with  attractive  and  lovely  flowers. 
He  is  simply  an  echo  of  what  others  have  ut- 


tered, a  slave  to  a  system  instead  of  master  of 
one  evolved  out  of  his  own  study  of  the  situ- 
ation as  presented  in  his  own  library. 

Let  the  profession  of  public  librarian,  which 
the  nineteenth  century  has  created,  be  filled 
not  only  with  enthusiastic  lovers  of  the  con- 
tents of  books,  but  also  with  earnest  students 
of  the  best  methods  of  arranging  the  same 
and  administering  their  libraries,  so  that  they 
may  be  animated  with  friendly  rivalry,  ready 
to  seize  and  appropriate  the  best  that  others 
employ,  as  well  as  to  devise  from  their  own 
individual  resources  whatever  may  be  best 
adapted  to  make  their  life-work  redound  to 
the  greatest  profit  of  their  own  readers. 


METHOD   OF   CATALOGUING   THE  UNITED    STATES    PUBLIC   DOCU- 

MENTS  AND  THE  PERIODICALS  IN  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

BY  j:  VANCE  CHENEY,  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

The  United  States  Public  Documents.  it  may  be  written  as  follows :  U  381.6*  or 

The  letter  U  indicates  fhe  class,  U.  S.  Pub.  ^  ^Si-^'.                                           ,         ,  , 

Docs.    Place  after  these  the  number  of  the  T»^^  P"Wic  documents  being  catalogued  by 

Congress,  and  after  this  the  number  of  the  ^^»«  "^^^^o^'  reference  may  be  readily  made 

session ;  then  add,  as  a  decimal,  the  number  *^  *°y  ^^'^^^^  ^<>"^d  >°  ^^^^^  ^  "  Catalogue  of 

adopted  in  the  following  scheme  of  classifica-  *^«  Government  Publications  of  the  United 

^l^jj . States,"  covering  the  period  Sept.  5,  1774,  to 

SENATE.  March  4,  1881.      Hickox's  "  Monthly  cata- 

_           ,         ,                '  logue "  is  not  so  easily  managed,  but  with 

Senate  Journal i  **      .          .....                            .1 

^        Ji          ,^       ^       ^  some  ingenuity  it  becomes  reasonably  ser- 

ExecDocs.    (Sen.  Docs.)    ....    2  ^^eable 

l^isc  ^ 

^  About  a  year  after  the  adoption  of   the 

^^P®*^ ^  above  method,  Mr.  W.  A.  MerrilPs  paper 

HOUSE.  appeared  in  the  Library  journal  for  April, 

House  Journal 5  1891.    Very  much  the  same  device  is  hit  on 

Exec.  Docs.    (House  Docs.)     ...    6  there,  but  the  method  is  not  quite  so  simple, 

Misc 7  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  comparison:  — 

Reports 8  S,F.  Free  Public  Ubwy:       U  381.6     U38i.6«    U  381.6* 

Suppose,  for  example,  we  wish  to  catalogue  Miami  Unirewity  Library :      3^8,3816     3*8.2!^    3a8.5?i? 

House  Exec.  Docs.,  No.  16,  38th  Congress,  **           '^ 

1st  session.    First  comes  the  class  letter  U,  By  the  latter  method  it  becomes  necessary, 

and  the  number  of  the  Congress,  38:  U  38.  »*  t>°^^s,  to  write  nine  figures. 

Add  the  number  of  the  session,  i,  we  have  •  v-    / 

U  381.    It  remains  simply  to  add,  as  a  deci-  ^^  Pertodtcals, 

mal,  the  number  in  the  scheme,  6:  U  381.6.  This  method  applies  only  to  such  periodicals 

Where  there  is  a  second  or  third  volume,  as  appear  in  Poole*s  Index. 
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The  letter  P  indicates  the  class,  Periodical 
Literature.  Place  after  it  the  number  set 
a|:ainst  the  name  of  the  periodical  in  Poole*s 
Chronological  conspectus^  and  add,  as  a  dec- 
imal, the  number  of  the  volume.  Suppose, 
or  example,  we  wish  to  catalogue  the  six- 


teenth volume  of  Scribner^s  montkfy.  First 
comes  the  class  letter  P.  The  number  in 
Poole's  Consptctus  is  198,  and  the  number  of 
the  volume  is  16.  Add  these,  and  we  have 
P  198.16. 


ACCESS    TO    THE    SHELVES    A    POSSIBLE    FUNCTION    OF    BRANCH 

LIBRARIES. 

BY    HERBERT.  PUTNAM,    LIBRARIAN    OF    THE    MINNEAPOLIS    PUBUC    LIBRARY. 


HTHE  question  of  free  access  to  the  shelves 
may  on  the  whole  be  regarded  as  under 
debate,  not  with  reference  to  an  ideal  to  be 
attained  so  much  as  to  the  practicable  mech- 
anism by  which  it  is  to  be  effected.  The 
problem  of  informal  contact,  which,  to  a  library 
in  a  small  space  or  to  a  specialized  library, 
presents  no  difficulty,  to  a  city  library,  with  a 
large  constituency,  does  present  some  embar- 
rassments in  a  measure  harassing.  There 
are  books  upon  the  shelves  of  unique  value, 
which  if  destroyed  could  not  be  replaced; 
there  are  others  of  high  intrinsic  value  which 
might  be  ruined  by  careless  or  malicious 
hands ;  the  books  are  carefully  classified,  and 
no  classification,  however  methodic,  can  with- 
stand the  turmoil  of  ignorant  disarrangement ; 
there  is  a  large  public  to  deal  with;  their 
admittance  to  the  book  rooms  would  crowd 
the  alcoves  and  impede  the  work  of  issue ;  this 
public  is  composed,  nine-tenths  or  even  ninety- 
nine  one-hundredths,  of  persons  unknown 
to  the  attendants  and  without  credentials ;  and 
finally  there  is  an  ample  card  catalogue.  There 
are  copiously  suggestive  reading  lists;  to 
what  purpose  were  the  thousands  of  dollars 
and  years  of  labor  expended  upon  these  save 
to  render  access  to  the  shelves  superfluous  ? 

So  for  the  time  freedom  of  access  is  declared 
impracticable,  or  rigid  exclusion  is  palliated. 
For  the  time,  I  say ;  for  I  cannot  believe  that 
the  most  of  the  obstacles  indicated  are  other 
than  temporary  or  relative.  It  is  indeed  true 
that  every  large  library  contains  books  that  it 
cannot  afford  to  have  destroyed.  Its  contents 
may  probably  be  divided  into  three  groups: 
(i)  books  which  are  rarities,  and  these  must 
be  treated  somewhat  as  curios  in  a  museum ; 


(2)  books  which  are  documentary  sources,  and 
these  must  be  treated  as  legal  records ;  and 

(3)  books  which  are  literature,  and  these 
should  ht  treated  as  living  instruments  of 
education.  Now,  assuming  that  these  first 
two  classes  do  exist  in  every  library  and  in 
each  department  of  every  library,  and  that  a 
rule  must  be  made  especially  to  guard  them, 
must  such  a  rule  be  made  a  blanket  rule  for 
the  whole  library?  Is  it  not  possible  to 
seclude  them  so  that  the  rigidity  necessary  in 
their  case  shall  not  need  to  encompass  the 
entire  collection?  .Is  it  not  possible  to  set 
them  apart,  as  already  we  are  obliged  to  set 
apart  folios  from  octavos,  and  even  entire 
special  collections  within  the  library,  to  assign 
them  perhaps  a  special  section  in  each  case, 
behind  a  screen  if  necessary,  and  still  leave 
the  main  body  of  the  department  open  for  free 
handling?  And  as  for  the  confusion  of  free 
handling,  the  disarrangement  results  not  from 
taking  books  down  but  from  trying  to  put 
them  back  again;  a  simple  prohibition  to 
readers  against  the  replacement  of  any  vol- 
ume upon  the  shelves  is  ample  to  secure  the 
integrity  of  the  classification. 

The  public  must  to  a  large  extent,  to  be 
sure,  remain  individually  unknown  to  the 
attendants;  but  not  without  credentials;  for 
as  to  a  church,  so  to  a  library,  a  man  brings 
the  best  credentials  who  brings  himself ;  and 
the  chiefest  sin  he  can  commit  against  it  is  to 
remain  away  from  it.  What  would  we  have  ? 
Surely  a  chief  lesson  these  books  are  to  teach 
is  faith  in  one*s  fellow-man ;  and  how  can  the 
books  teach  faith  when  the  library  itself 
teaches  suspicion  ? 

But  the  catalogue  and  reference  lists,  do 
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not  they  suffice?  Do  they?  Does  a  cata- 
logue stand  for  a  book,  for  a  collection  of 
individual  books  ?  For  two  reasons  not :  in 
the  first  place  it  covers  only  the  literature  of 
knowledge ;  in  the  second  place  it  begins  at 
the  wrong  end,  begins  with  the  trained  mind 
which  seeks  direction,* while  the  library  has 
usually  first  to  do  with  the  untrained  mind, 
which  needs  stimulus.  And  yet  —  note  the 
inconsistency  —  it  is  the  disciplined  reader, 
the  reader  for  whom  this  apparatus  is  most 
effective;  it  is  this  reader,  if  any,  that  we 
admit  to  the  shelves ;  while  it  is  the  crude  and 
vagrant  mind,  the  mind  that  is  essentially 
diffident  and  unenterprising,  the  mind  in  awe 
of  the  catalogues  and  most  in  need  of  the 
incentive  of  direct  contact  with  the  books  — ^it 
is  this  one  that  we  rigidly  exclude. 

Is  there  an  influence  exerted  by  a  collection 
of  books  not  exerted  through  the  best  of  cata- 
logues ?  We  know  there  is ;  we  recognize  it 
when  we  speak  of  the  companionship  of  books, 
when  we  speak  of  books  that  are  our  friends 
and  intimates.  Surely  we  could  not  call  that 
man  an  intimate  in  whose  ante-room  we  must 
sit  and  wait  and  send  up  our  cards,  and  whom 
we  can  come  into  touch  with  only  through 
systematic  endeavor.  To  be  friends  with 
books,  as  with  men,  we  must  be  able  to  drop 
in  upon  them,  to  jog  about  among  them, 
exchange  a  look  or  a  word  with  them,  or  seek 
a  deep  confidence  among  them,  as  the  spirit 
may  move  us.  Every  one  who  loves  books, 
every  librarian,  feels  this  power  of  humanity 
stirring  amongst  them.  He  feels  also  a  power 
of  humanizing  latent  within  them.  He  feels 
it  in  the  books ;  but  no  most  inveterate  classi- 
fier could  assert  it  in  a  catalogue. 

No  librarian  of  today  would  content  his 
ambition  with  the  passive  response  to  trained 
inquiry.  He  likes  to  feel  himself  an  educator. 
He  is  to  stir  up  an  interest  in  good  books.  How 
then  ?  How  would  he  stir  up  an  interest  in 
botany  in  a  child  ?  Would  he  set  him  down 
at  a  desk  with  the  scheme  of  Linnxus,  or 
would  he  turn  him  loose  in  an  open  field  and 
let  him  mark  for  himself  the  fresh  and  deli- 
cate individuality  of  each  appealing  flower? 
How  to  stir  up  an  interest  in  good  books? 
Why  not  stock  the  shelves  with  them,  and 


turn  the  public  loose  among  them?  Books 
can  speak  for  themselves ;  and  eagerly  enough 
the  people  will  respond,  if  not  shut  out  from 
them  by  a  seven-barred  catalogue. 

Toward  three  classes  of  readers  access  to 
the  shelves  is  potent :  first,  toward  those  who 
have  not  yet  the  ambition  or  impulse  to  read 
at  all, and  of  these  I  have  just  been  speaking; 
second,  toward  those  whose  reading  has  been 
a  monochrome  and  who  need  to  be  diverted ; 
and  third,  toward  those  whose  tastes  are 
below  the  standard  of  the  library,  who  fre- 
quent it  and  call  for  books,  and  don*t  get  them, 
and  grumble  and  wonder  why  the  library  sets 
up  for  a  public  library,  and  doesn't  get  the 
books  the  people  want  to  read.  (I  omit  the 
fourth  class  of  students  proper  because  the 
gain  to  them  is  self-evident  and  generally 
admitted.)  Every  librarian  of  a  public  library 
has  a  certain  number  of  readers  who  per- 
sist in  adhering  to  two  or  three  authors  — 
Mrs.  Holmes  or  Augusta  Wilson,  perhaps. 
You  have  tried  to  wean  them  from  this  exclu- 
sive devotion,  and  been  often  rebuffed  and 
mortified.  Have  you  ever  tried  turning  them 
loose  among  the  shelves  ?  Ten  to  one  they 
would  select  a  new  author ;  and  in  their  con- 
dition of  mental  inertia  a  new  author  is  for 
them  the  best  author.  I  would  indeed  go 
further,  and  assert  that  any  undisciplined 
reader  is  likely  to  select  a  better  book  from 
the  shelves  than  he  will  select  from  the  cat- 
alogue. Timidity  hampers  him.  Certain 
authors  he  has  read ;  he  is  at  least  sure  of 
them ;  he  dares  not  go  outside  of  them  ;  and 
so  he  keeps  rotating  through  the  list  of  the 
flabby  familiar,  and  his  influence  upon  cir- 
culation is  a  horror  to  us.  But  in  the  book 
rooms  the  fancy  is  captivated  toward  a  score 
of  books  novel  to  his  experience ;  the  individ- 
uality of  the  books  in  their  mere  physique 
attracts  him  (to  a  less  degree  of  course  in 
libraries  where  this  individuality  has  been 
suppressed  to  a  barbarous  uniformity  by 
manila  covers) ;  and  in  a  twinkle  this  lethargic 
imagination  is  fluttering  to  a  thousand  new 
impressions  from  Blast  and  West. 

As  to  the  grumbler  who  calls  himelf  **  the 
people,"  I  have  never  yet  found  the  grumbler 
who  couldn't  be  turned  into  an  enthusiast  by 
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being  turned  loose  in  the  book  rooms.  What- 
ever the  occasion  of  his  complaint,  it  usually 
rests  on  an  ultimate  suspicion  of  the  good 
intent  of  the  library.  Generally,  of  co\u*se,  it 
is  that  the  library  doesn't  provide  him,  and 
promptly,  with  the  book  he  wants.  Take  this 
reader,  tell  him  it  is  true  the  book  he  asks  for 
can*t  be  supplied,  but  that  whatever  the  library 
has  is  opin  to  him  and  turn  him  into  the  book 
rooms  to  pick  for  himseif.  The  effect  is  mag- 
ical ;  the  most  desperately  disgruntled  natures 
are  veered  to  confiding  faith  and  loyalty. 

One  final  consideration  pends  from  this. 
Every  library  contains  certain  flabby  books. 
The  librarian  is  ashamed  of  them ;  he  would 
not  recommend  them;  he  puts  them  there 
merely  as  toll  bait  But  he  puts  them  there. 
He  then  covertly  (that  is  among  the  profession) 
boasts  that  they  are  at  least  supplied  in  inad- 
equate quantities ;  they  appear  on  the  finding 
lists,  but  they  are  rarely  on  the  shelves  when 
called  for.  As  if  one  should  make  it  an  excuse 
for  administering  poison  that  it  was  adminis- 
tered in  small  doses  1  Yet  this  is  extreme; 
for  the  books  are  not  quite  poison,  they  are 
not  vicious ;  but  they  are  flabby ;  and  in  con- 
trast to  the  work  the  library  has  to  do  can  it 
afiEord  to  supply  even  the  flabby  books?  It 
countenances  them  by  placing  them  upon  fts 
finding  list ;  it  countenances  the  interest  of  its 
readers  in  them;  and  then  it  frustrates  their 
attempts  to  read  them.  Surely  such  subter- 
fuge is  both  cowardly  and  unworthy  of  an  edu- 
cational institution.  Why  is  it  necessary? 
Is  it  not  because  we  rely  upon  the  catalogues 
to  attract  our  readers  instead  of  relying  upon 
the  books  themselves  ?  At  present  the  stan- 
dard must  be  low,  because  the  crude  reader 
is  reached  only  through  the  catalogues,  and 
in  these  only  the  familiar  appeals.  But  with 
free  access  to  the  books  the  standard  might  be 
high ;  for  he  would  then  be  reached  by  the 
novel  individuality  of  the  books  appealing  for 
themselves. 

I  have  little  need  to  be  urgent  in  such  a 
cause,  before  such  an  audience.  I  cannot 
believe  there  is  a  librarian  who  has  felt  as  a 
reader  and  would  not  himself  be  urgent  for 
freedom  of  access.  The  problem  is  one  of 
means.    I  believe  that  before  long  an  effort 


will  be  made  even  in  the  largest  libraries  to 
tUffiTinHaU;  so  that  if  all  the  books  cannot 
be  made  free,  part  will  be  made  free ;  that  if 
access  cannot  be  granted  at  all  seasons  and  at 
every  hour  of  the  day,  it  will  be  attempted  in 
seasons  of  less  pressure  and  at  quiet  hours  of 
the  day;  that  if  it  cannot  be  granted  to  all 
persons  it  will  at  least  be  granted  as  of  course, 
and  only  withheld  as  an  exception  and  a  pen- 
alty ;  and  finally,  that  where  it  may  not  be  con- 
trived immediately  in  great  central  libraries, 
in  which  the  division  between  records  and 
literature  must  be  a  slow  process,  and  whose 
architecture  does  not  provide  for  comfortable 
shelf  reference,  in  such  cities  it  will  be 
undertaken  without  delay  in  the  branch  libra- 
ries to  which  no  such  obstacles  adhere. 

The  suitabilities  of  branches  for  the  inaug- 
uration of  such  an  experiment  need  only  to  be 
enumerated  to  be  accepted.  A  branch  has  a 
small,  a  localized  constituency.  Most  of  its 
readers  soon  become  personally  known  to  the 
attendants.  The  collection  of  books  is  almost 
purely  a  collection  of  literature,  the  books 
that  are  to  make  character  first,  and  then,  and 
only  in  a  lesser  measure,  the  books  that  are 
to  give  knowledge,  of  matter  of  record  almost 
none  at  all ;  the  pressure  on  the  issue  desk 
need  never  be  so  heavy  as  to  crowd  unduly 
the  alcoves.  And  finally,  whatever  the  pur- 
pose of  the  central  library,  the  purpose  of  the 
branch  is  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  arouse 
the  intellectual  impulse  of  the  section  of  the 
community  in  which  it  is  placed.  It  is  a 
feeder  from  the  main  library ;  it  should  also 
be  a  feeder  to  the  main  library.  It  should 
make  the  most  of  that  humanizing  element  in 
books  which  needs  only  to  be  let  work  in 
order  that  it  should  work ;  and  so  far  as  can 
be,  should  be  exempt  from  that  rigidity  of 
system  which  formalizes  a  book — a  friend  — 
into  a  library,  a  mere  institution. 

To  constrain  it  within  the  regulations 
deemed  necessary  in  the  central  library  is  to 
suppress  a  function  peculiarly  its  own,  to 
deprive  it  of  an  opportunity  for  which  its 
circumstances  peculiarly  adapt  it  For  a 
branch  library  in  a  large  city  may,  if  it  will, 
gain  something  of  the  potency  of  a  village 
library,  which  the  village  folk  haunt  with  a 
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friendly  persistence  which  they  feel  to  belong 
to  them,  and  which  is  to  them  in  effect  a 
week-day  union  of  church  and  club  and  higher 
school. 

In  Minneapolis  we  have  been  putting  these 
theories  into  practical  operation.  I  have  felt 
diffident  about  reciting  our  experience  because 
it  has  been  but  a  short  one.  But  I  am  told 
that  an  ounce  of  experience  is  worth  a  pound 
of  theory,  so  will  adduce  it  for  what  it  is 
worth.  Our  friend  Brett  has  been  trying 
similar  experiments  in  Cleveland,  and  very 
likely  has  gone  a  step  beyond  us.  I  shall 
hope  that  he  will  add  his  testimony  as  to 
results. 

The  Minneapolis  Public  Library  is  a  free  city 
institution,  free  for  circulation  as  well  as  for 
reference.  It  was  opened  to  the  public  in 
December,  1889.  The  city  is  one  of  165,000 
inhabitants,  and  has  practically  no  other  pub- 
lic library.  The  library  opened  with  about 
30,000  volumes,  and  additions  are  being  made 
of  about  13,000  volumes  yearly.  By  the  end 
of  the  first  year  about  15,000  cards  had  been 
issued,  and  200,000  volumes  circulated  for 
home  use.  In  point  of  circulation,  therefore, 
it  ranked  in  1890  about  seventh  of  American 
public  libraries.  The  building  has  three  main 
reading  rooms,  that  have  sufficed  for  the 
entire  body  of  readers  at  any  one  time. 

From  the  first,  however,  we  intended  that 
readers  (at  least  certain  of  them)  should  have 
access  to  the  book  rooms;  and  these  were 
arranged  with  a  view  to  admit  of  this.  The 
stacks  were  planned  on  a  modified  alcove  sys- 
tem; and  they  present  some  sixteen  large 
alcoves  (8  feet  by  10)  and  over  thirty  narrower 
ones  (3>i  feet  from  face  to  face,  and  10  feet 
deep).  Every  alcove  has  an  individual  win- 
dow. The  large  alcoves  have  sloping  desks 
across  under  the  windows ;  the  small  alcoves 
have  drop  tables.  On  every  case  or  stack 
the  shelves  below  three  feet  have  a  depth  of 
16  inches  (above  only  8  inches);  so  that  to  the 
face  of  every  stack  there  is  a  ledge  of  three 
feet  from  the  ground  for  the  student  to  rest 
his  book  upon. 

From  the  first,  also,  the  books  were  arranged 
with  regard  to  safety  of  access.  Certain  of 
the  larger  art  folios  (as  the  Napoleon  and  Lep- 


sius  Egypt,  Piranesi,  Prisse  d'Avennes,  etc.) 
were  put  in  special  cases  with  sliding  shelves 
and  locked  doors.  It  has  always  been  under- 
stood, however,  that  any  inquirer  whatever 
might  examine  any  book  in  the  library.  And 
if  a  schoolboy  asked  to  see,  e.  g.,  Lepsius,  he 
was  never'refused  permission ;  only  the  book 
would  be  brought  out  and  set  upon  the  special 
folio  taSle,  and  he  cautioned  as  to  its  proper 
handling ;  and  an  attendant  occasionally  pass 
his  way  to  see  that  he  was  not  sprawling  his 
elbows  upon  it.  We  find  that  such  small 
thoughtlessness  is  the  only  impropriety  we 
have  to  guard  against.  The  really  superb 
books  carry  their  own  lesson  of  awe  and 
respect. 

Certain  other  works  in  our  art  department 
(Owen  Jones,  for  instance,  and  Racinet)  were 
in  too  constant  use  to  be  put  behind  glass. 
We  gathered  these  into  a  stack  by  themselves, 
and  at  first  stretched  a  cord  across  the  alcove 
with  a  sign  enjoining  "special  permission." 
But  we  found  the  cord  superflous  and  removed 
it.  The  fiction  was  massed  in  small  alcoves 
nearest  the  issue  desk ;  and  to  this  access 
has  not  been  given  until  recently.  It  was 
refused,  however,  only  because  people  in  the 
alcoves  might  interfere  with  the  work  of  the 
pages.  So,  when  the  summer  came  and  the 
pressure  slackened,  these  alcoves  also  were 
thrown  open. 

With  15,000  card-holders  it  did  not  seem 
practicable  to  admit  every  reader  as  of  course. 
We  issued  shelf  permits  for  certain  periods, 
from  a  day  to  a  year.  Clergymen  and  teach- 
ers had  these  cards  as  a  matter  of  course ; 
and  any  reader  could  get  one  who  could  assert 
that  he  was  pursuing  some  definite  course  of 
reading.  But  beyond  this  we  tried  to  make  it 
understood  that,  without  a  written  permit,  any 
reader  could  by  request  get  admitted  to  the 
shelves.  The  librarian's  office  is  in  full  view 
of  the  issue  desk,  and  the  door  is  always  open ; 
and  I  have  never  yet  refused  an  application 
for  a  shelf  permit.  In  my  absence  and  at  all 
times  the  attendants  are  instructed  to  take  to 
the  shelves  any  inquirer  who  seems  inade- 
quately supplied  through  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels. Our  catalogue  facilities  are  as  yet  mea- 
gre, and  we  have  to  depend  largely  upon  this 
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persooal  mediatkm  coof^ed  with  freedom  of 
access.  We  find,  as  no  doubt  other  librarians 
hare  foond,  that  this  personal  mediation  may 
often  gain  a  warm  friend  to  the  library,  where 
a  catalogue  would  hare  left  only  an  irritated 
client 

In  other  ways  where  we  coaldn*t  bring  the 
people  to  the  book  rooms,  we  tried  to  bring 
the  book  rooms  to  the  people.  A  large  nnm- 
ber  of  books  were  always  ont  upon  the  refer- 
ence shelres  in  the  reading  rooms.  Current 
periodicals  hare  always  been  kept  in  open 
pigeon-hole  cases  in  the  reading  rooms.  And 
on  Sundays  and  holiday  trucks  of  miscella- 
neous entertaining  books  hare  been  set  out  in 
the  reading  rooms  to  be  used  without  record. 
A  few  books  and  several  dozens  of  magazines 
hare  disappeared  each  rear.  But  we  lay  the 
theft  to  one  or  two  systematic  depredators, 
and  should  nerer  think  of  making  the  entire 
reading  public  suffer  for  it  by  abridging  the 
general  freedom. 

Now  this  admission  to  the  shelres  ''upon 
request  **  and  special  application,  which  alone 
we  thought  practicable  at  first,  did  not  accom- 
plish all  that  we  desired.  No  matter  how 
broadly  we  adrertised  our  willingness  to  grant 
formal  permits,  we  found  that  people  were 
diffident  about  applying  for  them.  The  idea 
of  haring  to  prore  some  systematic  course  of 
reading  under  way  embarrassed  many  from 
asking  time  permits;  and  the  ordinary  reader 
didn't  feel  like  repeating  a  request  for  admit- 
tance at  each  risit  to  the  library.  When  this 
summer  came,  therefore,  we  had  a  sign  printed : 
"  At  this  hour  readers  may  enter  the  book 
rooms  and  select  their  own  books."  And  at 
all  times  when  there  is  not  a  crowd  the  sign  is 
displayed  before  the  issue  desk.  I  need  not 
say  that  the  privilege  has  been  appreciated. 
It  has  added  fifty  per  cent  to  the  summer  use 
of  the  library.  Indeed,  it  so  far  approximated 
the  summer  pressure  to  that  of  the  winter  that 
the  hours  during  which  the  privilege  may  be 
extended  have  constantly  to  be  reduced.  So 
that,  oddly  enough,  it  is  likely  to  be  defeated 
by  its  very  success.  In  casting  about,  how- 
ever, for  a  field  within  which  the  freedom 
might  be  continued  in  cases  not  reached  by 
the  nuln  library,  and  independent  of  ^e  con- 


ditions to  which  it  might  there  hare  to  be 
subjected,  we  hit  upon  die  branches.  In 
these  we  hare  extended  the  freedom  of  access 
without  limitation.  Each  branch  occupies  a 
couple  of  rooms,  one  of  which  is  a  reading 
room.  The  books  are  shehred  in  ordinary 
open  cases  behind  the  issue  desk.  Erery 
reader  goes  in  and  picks  out  a  book  for  him- 
sell  There  are  not  as  yet  many  books  to  pick 
from ;  until  recently  the  brandies  hare  been 
chiefly  delirery  stations.  But  each  branch 
had  to  start  with  sereral  hundred  books  of  its 
own ;  and  each  receires  current  additions  in 
the  duplicates  that  can  be  spared  from  the 
main  library.  In  each,  therefore,  there  are 
orer  a  thousand  rolumes  of  miscellaneous 
literature;  and  these  rolumes  hare  become 
absolutely  accessible  to  the  readers.  There 
is  no  permit  necessary,  not  eren  a  rerbal  per- 
mit or  nod  from  the  attendant  ''The  books 
are  here;  come  and  help  yourself;  make 
friends  with  them,**  is  the  common  under- 
standing. 

Now  as  to  results  these  questions  present 
themselres : 

(i)  What  is  the  loss  to  the  library  in  the 
way  of  books  stolen  or  mutilated  ?  (2)  Does 
not  the  freedom  of  access  cause  disarrange- 
ment of  books  and  impede  the  work  of  issue  ? 
(3)  Does  freedom  of  access  (a)  add  to  the 
number  of  books  read,  (b)  improre  the  quality 
of  books  read  ? 

In  stating  our  conclusions  it  must  be 
repeated  that  they  are  based  upon  a  rery  brief 
experience;  that  the  library  has  been  open 
less  than  two  years;  that  the  public,  nerer 
before  accustomed  to  a  public  library,  migfit 
rery  naturally  at  first  be  constrained  to  an  awe 
and  respect  which  might  easily  rub  off  upon 
extended  familiarity;  the  honestly-inclined 
may  become  careless,  while  the  reprobates 
may  discorer  easy  methods  of  rascality. 

(i)  The  total  ascertained  loss  in  the  past 
year  and  a  half  from  theft  has  aggregated 
about  twenty-fire  books  and  twice  the  number 
of  ma|2;azines.  The  total  cost  of  replacing 
this  material  has  not  exceeded  fifty  dollars. 
Of  mutilation  we  hare  not  thus  far  discovered 
more  than  one  important  instance. 

(2)  The  presefkice  in  the  alcov^es  of  the  entire 
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body  of  readers  would  at  the  crowded  hours 
of  the  day  be  a  serious  impediment  to  the 
work  of  issue.  At  the  central  library,  there- 
fore, we  find  it  necessary  to  limit  the  access 
"  as  of  course "  to  certain  hours  of  the  day. 
We  are  still  enabled,  however,  to  admit  at  sdl 
times  a  large  body  of  persons  holding  shelf 
permits,  and  every  reader  whose  inquiry  is 
serious  enough  to  move  him  to  a  special 
application  for  admittance.  And  in  the 
branches  the  freedom  is  possible  without 
limitation  or  distinction.  The  rule  against 
replacing  of  books  on  the  shelves  provides  in 
the  main  library  against  disarrangement.  In 
the  branches  the  number  of  volumes  is  small, 
and  any  disarrangement  can  be  easily  recti- 
fied. 

(3)  The  number  of  books  drawn  has  cer- 
tainly been  increased  by  the  privilege  of 
access.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  the 
summer  season,  when  the  mind  is  naturally 
listless  and  shuns  the  formal  effort  demanded 
by  a  catalogue.  As  to  the  quality  of  the 
reading,  the  period  is  too  brief  to  point  to  -a 


definite  improvement;  my  conviction,  how- 
ever, is  firm,  as  I  have  declared  it,  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  general  reader  will  select  a  better 
book  from  the  shelves  than  he  will  from  the 
catalogue ;  and  I  certainly  see  nothing  in  our 
experience  to  weaken  that  conviction.  I  am, 
at  any  rate,  clear  as  to  this,  that  the  open  and 
candid  system,  by  winning  the  interest  and 
confidence  of  our  readers,  will  enable  us 
gradually  to  drop  from  our  shelves  the  books 
we  are  ashamed  of,  and  to  leave  there  only 
the  books  we  are  glad  to  have  people  read ; 
and  in  this  way  a  certain  betterment  must 
result. 

Whatever  the  perplexities  of  detail,  free- 
dom of  access  cannot  long  be  refused.  As 
librarians,  we  are,  of  course,  to  guard  the 
books.  But  let  us  not  be  accused  of  making 
this  guardianship  a  deprivation  of  the  proper 
beneficiary.  Let  us  send  these  books  them- 
selves down  to  posterity,  if  we  can ;  but  let  us 
remember  that  the  test  way  we  can  send  them 
down  is  to  send  them  down  in  the  persons  of 
sound  men  and  women. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFERENCE. 


THE  PROCEEDINGS. 
Pioneer  Hall,  San  Francisco,  Monday-Friday,  Oct.  12-16,  1891. 


FIRST  SESSION. 
(Monday  Afternoon,  October  12.) 

President  Green  called  the  Convention  to  order 
at  3.15  P.M. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  elected  Temporary  Secretary, 
to  act  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hill ;  Mr.  John- 
ston Recording  Secretary,  to  act  in  the  absence  of 
Professor  Little ;  Miss  Van  Zandt  Treasurer,  to 
act  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Carr.  Messrs. 
Utley  and  Soule  and  Miss  Bean  were  instructed 
to  act  as  a  Finance  Committee,  and  Mr.  Hild  to 
act  as  Secretary  of  Transportation. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Iftst  Convention,  as 
printed,  were  adopted  and  placed  on  file. 

The  report  of  the  SccreUry,    Mr.  Hill,  was 
read  by  Mr.  Fletcher  and  placed  on  file : 
secretary*s  report. 

For  fifteen  years  the  office  of  Secretary  has  been 
filled  by  one  of  the  brightest  and  ablest  men  in 
the  profession.  At  no  time  is  it  an  easy  task  to 
take  up  the  work  connected  with  the  Secretary- 
ship, and  it  becomes  doubly  hard  when  one  is 
obliged  to  follow  such  an  active,  energetic,  and 
conscientious  man  as  Mr.  Dewey.  You  all  know 
how  he  has  given  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  interests  of  this  Association, 
and  what  that  labor  of  love  has  resulted  in,  so  it  is 
unnecessary,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  any  extended 
praise  of  his  work;  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
growth  and  success  of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  due,  in 
a  great  measure,  to  the  very  able  efforts  of  Melvil 
Dewey. 

We  regret  that  he  is  not  with  us  this  year  to 
take  part  in  the  exercises ;  and,  while  we  may  not 
be  willing  to  own  it,  if  there  is  any  lack  of  enthusi- 
asm shown  at  the  meetings  we  shall  ascribe  it 
largely  to  his  absence. 

Of  necessity  the  report  of  the  Secretary  must  be 
one  of  progress  —  at  least  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  coast.  Certainly  in  distance  never  before 
have  we  made  such  headway,  while  in  matters 
pertaining  directly  to  our  welfare  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  we  have  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  prosperity. 


From  the  East  we  did  not  bring  so  many  libra- 
rians as  we  had  reason  to  expect  early  in  the 
summer ;  but  the  presence  of  so  many  new  faces 
from  the  Pacific  slope  not  only  makes  up,  in  point 
of  numbers,  for  the  absent  ones,  but  also  shows 
that  the  missionary  spirit  which  prevails  in  this, 
as  in  similar  organizations,  is  very  necessary*  to  its 
existence. 

The  Secretary  of  your  local  committee  reported 
some  weeks  ago  that  he  was  doing  all  he  could  to 
gather  a  large  number  of  librarians  and  other 
interested  persons,  but  despaired  of  success  on 
account  of  distances.  If  such  is  the  case  here, 
you  can  understand  how  difficult  it  has  been  to 
get  even  this  small  number  to  cross  the  continent 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  this  year's  Confer- 
ence. We  shall  try  to  overcome  this  shortcoming 
by  a  greater  degree  of  eothusiasm.  This  is  a 
large  field  to  work  in,  and  the  harvest  should  be 
abundant,  as  becomes  the  glorious  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

One  sentence  in  Mr.  Dewey's  report  of  last  year 
struck  me  very  forcibly.  **Not  one  library  in  ten," 
he  says,  **  ever  sees  our  proceedings." 

Why  is  this  ?  "  No  money,'*  answers  the  Treas- 
urer. Well,  let  us  get  the  money  some  way.- 
Every  library  ought  to  have  a  copy.  It  is  good 
missionary  work  and  a  practicable  way  of  increas- 
ing our  membership. 

The  folder,  authorized  by  the  last  Convention, 
containing  interesting  facts  about  the  A.  L.  A., 
has  been  printed  and  is  ready  for  distribution. 
Members  are  requested  to  help  themselves  from 
the  box  on  the  Secretary's  desk. 

Last  year  President  Crunden  recommended 
"  that  a  salary,  not  to  exceed  |2co  a  year,  be  paid 
to  an  Assistant  Secretary,"  this  Secretary  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the 
Executive  Board.  Something  of  the  sort  ought 
to  be  done,  and  if  the  Assistant  (who  ought  to  be 
a  good  short-hand  writer)  should  be  the  Record- 
ing Secretary  it  is  very  certain  the  Association 
would  get  the  worth  of  its  mon«y. 

Before  we  started  from  the  East  some  doubt 
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was  expressed  as  to  the  success  of  this  Confer- 
ence, but  that  feeling  disappeared  soon  after 
leaving  Chicago.  This  has  been,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  bene- 
ficial meetings  the  A.  L.  A.  has  held.  The  little 
conferences  we  have  held  on  the  train  during  our 
long  journey  across  the  continent,  and  shall  enjoy 
on  our  return  trip,  are  of  at  least  equal  importance 
with  the  papers  which  will  be  read.  Such  an 
ample  opportunity  for  interchange  of  ideas  and 
opinions  has  never  before  been  given  us,  and  we 
have  made  the  most  of  it. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  Attendance 
book.  Enter  your  name  at  once,  and  scan  the 
book  to  see  who  is  here;  then  you  will  not  go 
away  disappointed  at  not  meeting  the  very  per- 
sons whom  you  have  come  to  consult. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  meeting  in  San  Francisco 
will  result  in  the  establishment  of  new  and  the 
increased  usefulness  of  old  libraries.  It  is  also 
hoped  and  believed  that  all  persons  in  attendance 
here  today  will  become  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. The  cost  is  only  two  dollars  a  year,  and  the 
return  will  repay  the  outlay  ten  times  over.  On 
receipt  of  the  money  the  Treasurer,  who  is  pres- 
ent, will  be  pleased  to  issue  certificates  of  mem- 
bership. 

The  progress  for  the  year  will  be  reported  in 
detail  by  the  several  committees,  and,  while  the 
absence  of  some  of  the  prominent  members  may 
necessitate  postponement  of  action  on  a  few  mat- 
ters, still  you  will  find  in  the  reports  as  well  as  in 
the  papers  plenty  of  food  for  thought,  reflection, 
action,  and  -congratulation. 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  recommend  to  the 
.  Executive  Board  to  make  Mr.  Adolph  Sutro 
an  Honorary  Member  of  the  American  Library 
Association. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read  by 
Mr.  Dudley  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

treasurer's  report. 
Henry  J.  Carr,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the 

American  Library  Association. 
1890.  Dr. 

Sept.  6.  To  balance  on  hand  from  last 
Report  (White  Mts.  Con- 
ference, p.  106) .  $313  80 

Sept.  6  to  Dec.  31, 1890. 

To  fees  from  43  temporary 
members  (White  Mu.)     .         86  00 

Carried  forward '   $399  80 


Brought  forward $599  80 

To  fees  from  annual  mem- 
bership, viz. : 
For  years  1888,  '89, 

and  *90,  4  .  .  .  $24  00 
For  years  1889  and 

1890,  3  ....  12  00 
Year  1890,  106  .  .  212  00 
Year  1891,  7    ...    14  50 

■  $262  50 

1891. 
Jan.  I .        To  interest  on  depositsfGrand 

Rapids,  6  months,  1890)     .  9  22 

Feb.  23.     To  Finance  Committee,  loan 
from  A.  L.  A.  Endowment 
Fund  Trustees    ....        200  00 
April  7.      To  sale  2  cop.  Proc.,  1890    .  2  00 

"   21.  "        5  "         "         "      .  5  00 

July  27.      To  interest  on  deposits  (St. 

Joseph,  6  months,  1891)   .  i  55 

Aug.  8.      To  interest  on  deposits(Grand 

Rapids,  6  months,  1891)   .  3  43 

Jan.  24  to  Sept  30,  1891. 

To  fees  from  annual  mem- 
bership, viz. : 
For  years  1890  and 

1891,  5,  .  .  .  .  I20  00 
Year  1891,  208    .    .  416  00 

"     1892,      I     .    .      2  00 

43800 

Total $1,321 


1890.  Cr. 

Sept.  13.  By  A.  S.  Brolley;  expense  of 
stenographer  to  and  at 
White  Mts.  Conference    .        $28  17 

Oct.  2.  By  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  bill  of 
Aug.  29,  1890;  postals  and 
printing  for  report  on  be- 
quests, etc 10  25 

Nov.  5.  By  A.  S.  Brolley,  Albany, 
N.  Y.,billof  Oct.6, 1890; 
reporting  proceedings  at 
White  Mts.  Conference  .         74  00 

Nov.  II.  By  Library  Bureau,  Boston, 
bill  of  Sept.  25,  1890 ;  cir- 
culars and  sundry  expenses 
Preliminary  to  and  at  White 
Its.  Conference  ...  154  70 
By  Library  Bureau,  second 
bill;  1,000  circulars  for 
same  (Secretary)     ...  7  00 

Dec.  9.  By  Hoffman  Press,  New 
York,  bill  of  Aug.  21, 
1890;  Dewey  circulars     •  2  50 

1891. 

Jan.  30.  By  Library  Bureau,  bills  of 
Dec.  20,  1890;  for  400 
copies  Proceedings  White 
Mts.  Conference  (174  p.)  .  413  61 
Also  for  envelopes,  directing 
and  delivery  of  348  copies 
distributed 31  44 

Carried  forward #721.67 
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Brought  forward $721.67 

Alto  for  ypo  circular  letters 

concerning  meeting  of  1891  11  70 

(Note,  %iQo  paid  on  account 
Jan.  10;  I1S6.75  paid  Jan. 
30 ;  $  100  balance  paid  Feb. 
25. 1891.) 

March  17.  By  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler, 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  bill  of  Jan. 
I,  1891 ;  prizes  for  social 
evening  at  Fabyan's,  Sep- 
tember, 1890 2  CO 

April  14.  By  Publuturi  Weekly,  bill 
of  Feb.  7,  1891 ;  5  reams 
of  paper  for  Proceedings, 
White  Mts.  Conference    .  13  00 

April  21.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
March  11,  1891 ;  mailing 
index  to  Proceedings  .    .  7  32 

June  8.  By  Finance  Committee ;  loan 
of  Feb.  23,  1 89 1,  from  A. 
L.  A.  Endowment  Fund 
Trustees,  repaid  ....  200  00 
Also  interest  on  same  loan 
tf3-75)  *"<i  exchange  (2SC.)  4  00 

Aug.  17.  By  Publisheri  Weekly,  bUl 
of  June  30, 1891 ;  notes  on 
American  State  Libraries 
(Dewey) 4  00 

Sept.  3.  By  Grover  Brothers,  Newark, 
N.  J.,  bill  of  Aug.  1,1891; 
envelopes  for  notices,  etc 
(Secretary) 7  00 

Sept.  10.  By  Secretary's  office ;  current 
expenses  for  stamps,  post- 
als, express,  etc.,  July  20 
to  Aug.  22,  1891,  per  de- 
tailed voucher     ....  II  15 

Sept.  30.  By  Treasurer's  office ;  cur- 
rent expenses  for  postage, 
exchange,  and  envelopes, 
Oct.  2,  1890,  to  Aug.  22, 
1891,  per  detailed  voucher. 


Aggregate  payments    . 
Sept.  30.    Balance  on  hand,  viz. : 
On  deposit  at  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.     ...    $172  93 
On    deposit   at    St. 
Joseph,  Mo.  •.    .  151  55 


14  68 
I997  02 


324  48 


Total 11,321  50 


The  special  deposit  of  $400  belonging  to  the 
Association  has  continued  to  draw  its  semi-annual 
compounding  of  4  per  cent  interest,  and  amounted 
to  $430.1 1,  July  I,  1891. 

The  financial  status  of  the  Association  for  the 
past  year  has  not  admitted  of  making  any  addition 
to  the  capita]  sum  on  special  deposit.  Whether 
another  year  will  prove  more  favorable  remains  to 
be  seen. 


B. 

Membership  status  at  the  close  of  September, 
1890,  is  as  follows : 

Life  members      .    , 25 

Regular  members,  paid  to  1891,  inclusive  .  215 

Also  owing  for  1891  only 84 

"             "       1890  and  1891 16 

Total 340 


C. 


NECROLOGICAL  ADDENDA. 

One  active  member  has  been  lost  by  death  since 
the  last  report,  viz. : 

Mrs.  George  Watson  Cole,  who  died  at 
Chicago,  Jan.  13, 189 1  (registration  No.  618). 

Frederic  W.  Christern,  bookseller,  New 
York  dty,  who  died  April  24,  1891  (registration 
No.  86) ;  had  formerly  been  an  active  member  in 
the  A.  L.  A.,  though  he  was  not  so  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Peabody  Institute  of  Baltimore,  Md.  (registra- 
tion No.  164),  by  the  death,  in  1890,  of  its  Provost, 
N.  H.  MoRisoN,  becoines  also  an  indirect  subject 
for  notice  in  this  connection. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  J.  Carr^ 

Tirtasurer, 

PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  BowKBR  offered  the  majority  report  on 
Public  Documents,  signed  by  Messrs.  Hovey, 
Green,  Bowker,  and  Flint,  and  the  minority  report 
signed  by  Mr.  Dunn.  Both  reports  were  ordered 
to  be  plated  on  file. 

Majority  Report, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Documents,  appointed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  begs  leave 
to  hand  you  herewith  a  report  of  its  doings  for 
the  year  last  past.  It  regrets  that  no  conclusion 
has  been  reached  in  the  work  which  was  particu- 
larly submitted  to  its  charge,  namely,  an  arrange- 
ment with  Congress  for  the  better  and  more  equit- 
able distribution  to  libraries  of  the  public  docu- 
ments issued  by  the  Government. 

The  chairman  visited  Washington  last  year  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  committees  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  House,  which  committees  have  charge 
of  this  matter,  and  while  there  saw  a  good  deal  of 
both  Senators  Manderson  and  Hawley,  on  the 
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part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  0*Neil,  the  chainnan 
of  the  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  House.  The 
committee  has  to  report  that,  although  no  definite 
conclusion  was  reached,  enough  seems  to  haye 
been  said,  showing  the  irregular,  improper,  and 
wasteful  way  in  which  public  documents  have 
heretofore  been  distributed,  to  move  the  Congres- 
sional  Committee  to  some  action  looking  toward 
improvement  in  this  matter  which  will  be  of  ben- 
efit to  libraries.  Both  the  Senators  and  Mr.  O'Neil 
agreed  that  something  should  be  done,  and  done 
at  once ;  that  the  printing  of  so  much  government 
matter  (a  large  part  of  which  is  stored  in  the 
basement  of  the  Capitol  and  never  called  for)  is  a 
waste  of  public  money ;  that  a  more  systematic 
scheme  ol  printing  should  be  adopted ;  and  that 
copies  of  the  documents,  when  published,  should 
be  distributed  among  those  public  depositories  de- 
sirous of  putting  such  matter  before  their  readers. 

The  result  of  the  repeated  interviews  had  by  us 
has  been  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  and  Senate,  to  which  has 
been  referred  the  entire  matter  of  the  distribution 
of  public  documents,  with  this  aim  in  view, 
namely,  to  decide  what  documents,  if  any,  shall 
be  dropped  from  the  list  of  publications  sent  to 
the  public  depositories;  what  additional  docu- 
ments shall  be  sent  to  them ;  and  in  what  manner, 
that  is,  through  what  bureau,  they  shall  be  so  dis- 
tributed. The  investigation  which  this  commit- 
tee is  making  is  still  broader  than  that  above 
referred  to,  for  it  is  its  intention  to  inquire  into  the 
abuse  and  misuse  of  such  public  documents. 

Mr.  John  G.  Ames,  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Documents  in  Washington,  was  of  very 
great  service  to  your  committee,  to  which  fact 
your  committee  here  desires  to  call  special 
attention. 

The  Joint  Congressional  Committee,  above 
referred  to,  has  had  several  meetings.  Mr.  Ames 
appeared  before  that  committee,  and  in  his  capac- 
ity as  Superintendent  of  Public  Documents,  and 
also  as  a  friend  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, has  laid  before  them  very  thoroughly  the 
views  which  this  Association*  entertains.  The 
Congressional  Committee  will  renew  its  hearings 
in  the  fall,  and  we  beg  to  suggest  to  the  Associa- 
tion that  it  would  be  advisable  for  our  committee 
to  appear  before  them  at  that  time,  and  reinforce 
Mr.  Ames  in  the  good  work  which  he  has  done. 
Mr.  Ames  will  keep  us  informed  as  to  the  time  at 
which  a  hearing  can  be  had,  and  your  committee 
is  very  sure  that  a  delegation  from  this  Associa- 
tion would  receive  most  careful  attention  and  a 


cordial  welcome  from  the  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives of  the  Committee  of  Congress. 
E.  C.  HOVEY. 

Samuel  Swett  Green, 
r.  r.  bowker. 
Weston  Flint. 
Boston,  Sept.  15, 1891. 

Minority  Report, 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  join  in  the  hopeful 
view  entertained  by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
I  visited  Washington  while  the  joint  congressional 
committee  was  in  session,  and,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Ames,  appeared  before  it  for  the  purpose  of 
testifying.  At  the  request  of  Senator  Manderson, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  I  did  not  testify. 
That  gentleman  informed  me,  in  the  presence  of 
the  remainder  of  the  committee  in  attendance,  and 
of  several  witnesses  from  government  ofiices,  that 
State  libraries  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  business 
of  the  committee ;  that  they  were  getting  all  the 
government  publications  they  ought  to  get ;  that 
the  difficulty  was  that  the  government  was  print- 
ing too  much ;  and  that  if  I  desired  to  present  any 
**  views  **  I  might  write  them  out  and  send  them  in 
by  mail.  (The  last  seemed  to  be  tendered  in  a 
spirit  of  compromise,  after  a  little  controversy  on 
the  subject.) 

In  my  opinion  Senator  Manderson  has  not  the 
slightest  comprehension  of  this  subject  from  the 
library  standpoint,  and  never  will  have  until  he 
permits  some  one  to  give  him  some  information. 
I  do  not  think  the  committee  is  considering  the 
needs  of  the  libraries  at  all.  Their  only  object,  so 
far  as  I  could  learn,  was  to  arrive  at  some  method 
of  cheapening  or  lessening  governmental  publish- 
ing expenses,  and  possibly  some  changes  in  the 
arrangement  of  documents.  Perhaps  they  may 
be  brought  to  see  the  error  of  their  ways,  but  if  so 
it  will  be  through  the  influence  of  some  more  per- 
suasive person  than  myself. 

I  wish  to  say,  however,  that  the  agitation  of  this 
subject  at  our  last  meeting  has  been  of  some  bene- 
fit. Indeed,  the  present  investigating  committee, 
which  unfortunately  is  investigating  something 
else,  is  in  part  a  result  of  it  There  has  been  an 
improvement  in  several  of  the  departments  in 
sending  out  documents,  but  there  are  still  several 
laboring  under  the  delusion  that  they  exist  by 
divine  grace,  and  whether  the  public  is  served  or 
not  served,  it  is  to  their  eternal  glory.  The  pi  ess 
of  the  country  has  paid  some  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  has  shown  some  intelligence  in  discussing 
it    If  the  librarians  would  agitate  the  subject  at 
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home  —  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  local  press 
and  of  their  Congressional  representatives — the 
reform  could  easily  be  accomplished.  At  present 
no  library  in  the  country  receives  ail  government 
publications,  and  only  a  favored  few  receive  the 
most  valuable  ones.  There  are  a  number  bf  valu- 
able current  publications  of  which  the  State  of 
Indiana  is  unable  to  secure  one  copy  for  her  State 
library,  and  at  present  Indiana  is  faring  better 
than  the  average.  J.  P.  Dunn, 

State  Librarian^  Ind, 

A  letter  of  Mr.  J:  G.  Ames  was  read  : 
I  am  very  sorry  to  be  unable  to  report  any 
material  progress  in  the  matter  of  additional  legis- 
lation regarding  public  documents  in  behalf  of 
public  and  college  libraries.  I  have  for  years 
been  repeatedly  disappointed  in  finding  at  the 
close  of  each  successive  session  of  Congress  that 
bills  which  have  been  introduced  and  urged  upon 
the  attention  of  the  proper  committees  failed  to 
receive  attention,  or  at  least  action,  but  I  have 
nevertheless  continued  to  labor  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, feeling  confident  that  at  last  something  would 
be  done.  A  few  measures  which  have  been 
deemed  advantageous  to  our  public  libraries  have 
indeed  been  enacted,  but  the  most  important  ones 
have  hitherto  been  either  entirely  ignored  or  laid 
aside  for  future  consideration.  During  the  last 
session  of  Congress  little  if  anjrthing  was  done  in 
which  libraries  had  an  interest,  with  the  exception 
of  one  very  important  measure,  viz. :  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  commission  of  the  two  Houses  to 
sit  during  the  recess  to  consider  the  whole  matter 
of  the  publication  and  distribution  of  documents, 
with  a  view  to  the  amendment  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  same  in  such  way  as  to  reduce  the  expense 
of  printing  and  to  secure  a  better  system  of  dis- 
tribution. 

This  commission  has  held  quite  a  large  number 
of  sittings  during  the  summer  and  will  be  in  ses- 
sion again  during  October  and  November.  It  has 
already  gathered  a  very  large  amount  of  statistics 
from  various  officers  of  the  government,  having  to 
do  with  public  documents,  and  I  think  it  is  deter- 
mined to  formulate  some  bill  for  presentation  at 
the  next  session,  making  possibly  some  very  radi- 
cal changes  in  this  whole  matter.  There  is  there- 
fore now  an  opportunity  for  the  librarians,  through 
the  conference,  to  bring  to  bear  upon  this  com- 
mission their  combined  influence  to  secure  the 
recommendation  from  it  of  such  legislation  as  they 
desire  in  regard  to  supplying,  especially  deposit- 
ories of  public  documents,  with  the  publications 


that  are  not  now  included  in  the  set  famished 
them.  I  think  it  therefore  very  important  that 
there  be  a  strong  committee  appointed  at  this  con- 
ference, who  shall  appear  before  this  commission 
at  the  earliest  opportunity,  to  present  the  views  of 
the  conference  and  to  urge  upon  the  commission 
the  adoption  of  these  views  in  any  new  legislation 
proposed.  Such  an  opportunity  has  not  hitherto 
occurred,  and  if  it  is  neglected,  it  will  be  to  the 
lasting  detriment  of  our  public  libraries.  I  would 
suggest  therefore  that  not  only  such  a  committee 
be  appointed,  but  that  the  conference  pass  a  reso- 
lution, or  resolutions,  indicating  as  fully  as  practi- 
cable just  what  is  desired.  •    •    • 

It  is  possible  that  by  the  adjournment  of  the 
conference  the  commission  may  be  again  in  ses- 
sion in  this  city,  and  if  so,  would  it  not  be  a  prac- 
ticable thing  for  the  committee  appointed  to  stop 
for  a  day  or  two  in  Washington  for  consultation 
with  the  commission  ?  It  will,  after  this  is  done, 
be  very  desirable  that  the  librarians  in  the  several 
sections  of  the  country  shall  put  themselves  in 
communication  with  their  Representatives  and  Sen- 
ators, urging  upon  them  the  importance  of  this 
legislation,  and  securing  their  favorable  action 
when  the  matter  comes  before  the  two  Houses, 
for  usually  it  requires  all  this  sort  of  influence  to 
carry  a  measure  of  this  kind  through  the  Senate 
and  House. 

There  are  several  other  matters  about  which  I 
would  like  to  speak,  but  I  will  touch  only  upon 
one  or  two.  First,  the  exchange  of  public  docu- 
ments through  this  office,  which  I  have  been  car- 
rying on  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  greatly,  I 
believe,  to  the  advantage  of  our  public  libraries 
and  to  their  satisfaction.  In  conducting  this  work 
I  have  had  to  encounter  considerable  opposition 
from  certain  quarters  in  this  department,  in  spite 
of  which,  however,  I  have  continued  it  just  as  far 
as  my  time  and  strength  would  permit.    *    *    * 

One  other  point  I  would  suggest,  viz. :  some  ac- 
tipn  with  regard  to  a  comprehensive  index  of  pub- 
lic documents,  such  as  I  suggest  in  my  last  annual 
report.  That  such  an  index  is  almost  a  matter  of 
necessity  if  our  p&blic  documents  are  to  be  of  the 
largest  avail,  is  evident  to  any  one  who  has  fre- 
quent occasion  to  consult  them,  and  it  might  be 
well  for  the  conference  to  pass  some  resolution 
urging,  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  our  libraries, 
that  provision  be  made,  without  further  delay,  for 
such  an  index.  I  send  you  a  «>py  of  my  last  re- 
port, in  which  some  of  these  matters  are  dis- 
cussed and  which  you  may  not  have  at  your  com- 
mand. 
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I  trust  that  the  meeting  of  the  Association  will 
be  very  delightful,  as  previous  gatherings  of  the 
sort  have  always  been.  I  wish  I  couM  make  one 
of  the  number  going  from  this  section  of  the 
country,  but,  as  hitherto,  my  work  ties  me  very 
closely  to  the  office,  so  that,  especially  at  this  sea- 
son, I  am  unable  to  absent  myself  from  the  city. 

Hoping  that  this  may  come  to  hand  so  that  you 
can  lay  the  matters  suggested  before  the  confer- 
ence, I  remain  very  sincerely  yours, 

John  G.  Ames, 
Superintendent  of  Documents, 

Mr.  BowKKR  made  a  general  statement  of  the 
situation  and  moved  that  a  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions, to  consist  of  three  persons,  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  to  report  to  this  conference  on  the 
whole  question  of  public  documents.  The  value 
of  this  work  is  very  great  in  collecting  matter  of 
value  to  the  public  at  large,  contained  in  public 
documents  unindexed. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Col.  Lowdkrmilk 
and  carried.  The  President  appointed  Mr.  Bow- 
ker,  Col.  Lowdermilk,  and  Miss  Ilewins. 

Col.  Lowdermilk  said  :  — 

There  is  probably  no  matter  pertaining  to 
books  so  little  understood  as  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  publications  of  the  United 
States  government,  and  it  is  certainly  true  that 
there  is  great  lack  of  system  in  the  method  of 
doing  the  work.  While  the  laws  and  resolutions 
relating  thereto  are  sufficient  to  make  a  book  of 
good  size,  they  have  been  passed  at  various  times 
as  occasion  seemed  to  demand,  and  are  very  in- 
harmonious and  often  conflicting.  For  a  long 
while  past  the  printing  laws  have  remained  un- 
codified, and  it  requires  a  good  deal  of  research 
to  learn  just  what  they  provide  for.  A  very  ex- 
cellent compilation  of  all  such  laws  and  resolutions 
has  been  made  by  Capt  H.  T.  Brian,  the  foreman 
of  printing,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  printed  soon  for 
general  use. 

While  many  libraries  justly  complain  that  they 
are  unable  to  procure  documents  that  they  greatly 
need,  I  apprehend  that  the  most  serious  cause  for 
dissatisfaction  is  to  be  found  in  the  long  delay  ex- 
perienced in  securing  those  which  are  pretty  sure 
to  be  sent  to  libraries  which  have  been  designated 
as  depositories.  All  the  documents  ordered  by 
Congress  are  sent  to  such  depositories,  bound  up 
in  the  series  of  Congressional  documents.  The 
delay  is  always  for  months,  and  often  for  years, 
and  when  sent  they  are  found  to  be  simply  an  in- 
discriminate collection,  the  documents  in  a  volume 


having  no  relation  to  each  other.  Here  is  room 
to  remedy  two  evils  —  the  great  delay  and  the 
want  of  sj-stem  in  arrangement.  Some  means 
should  be  adopted  whereby  kindred  matter  may 
be  kept  together,  and  by  which  all  the  documents 
of  one  session  of  Congress  may  be  issued  before 
the  next  session  begins.  There  should  also  be  a 
radical  revolution  in  the  system  now  employed  in 
designating  the  volumes,  which  in  many  cases  is 
almost  incomprehensible.  The  wretched  binding 
should  also  give  place  to  better  and  more  attrac- 
tive work.  There  should  also  be  uniformity  in 
size  and  a  supression  of  big  quartos  and  large 
type. 

The  l^pk  of  a  proper  catalogue  or  index  to  all 
government  publications  has  long  been  a  crying 
evil,  and  should  meet  with  early  attention  and 
earnest  effort,  as  the  entire  legislative  history  of 
the  country  is  embraced  therein,  officially,  and  they 
are  constantly  being  made  use  of  by  the  schools 
and  students  of  American  history.  It  is  the  most 
valuable  material  of  the  kind  in  existence,  covering 
all  affairs  of  the  colonial  period,  as  well  as  early 
and  late  explorations,  surveys,  foreign  relations, 
finance,  revolutionary,  1812,  Mexican,  and  civil 
wars,  roads,  rivers,  harbors,  bridges,  ethnology, 
geology,  mineral  resources,  etc.  Spasmodic  ef- 
forts at  indexing  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time,  but  beyond  the  lists  found  in  the  American 
catalogue,  Hickcox's  monthly  catalogue  for  five 
years  past,  and  the  index  to  reports  of  committees 
made  by  Capt.  T.  H.  McKee,  and  which  are  inval- 
uable, nothing  at  all  satisfactory  has  been  pro- 
duced. In  1882  I  aided  in  securing  the  passage 
of  an  act  providing  for  a  complete  alphabetical, 
subject-index  catalogue,  and  the  work  was  put  in 
the  hands  of  Major  Ben :  Perley  Poore,  who  pro- 
duced a  chronological  list  with  an  index.  The 
arrangement  was  poor  and  altogether  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  inasmuch  as 
wholly  inexperienced  persons  were  employed  it 
has  only  served  to  show  how  valuable  a  really 
good  catalogue  would  be.  I  have  indexed  for  my 
own  use  several  thousand  titles,  and  last  winter 
submitted  to  Congress  specimen  sheets  of  such  a 
work  as  I  thought  might  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  case.  In  this  plan  the  arrangement  was  by 
subject,  alphabetically,  and  under  a  general  head 
the  subject  was  exhausted.  In  addition  to  the 
title  was  given  a  brief  of  the  contents,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  document,  date,  number  of  pages,  and 
location  by  Congress  and  session  or  department 
from  which  issued.  With  this  specimen  as  a  basis 
a  bill  was  introduced  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
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and  referred  to  the  committees  on  printing,  both 
of  which  would  have  reported  favorably  but  for 
lack  of  time  in  consequence  of  the  political  dead- 
lock. Some  $55/300  had  already  been  expended 
upon  an  index  to  the  journals  of  Congress,  and  as 
it  was  likely  that  some  $60,000  more  would  be  re- 
quired to  finish  it  the  appropriation  was  suspended, 
as  it  was  concluded  that  the  work  would  not  be  of 
sufficient  value  to  justify  its  continuance. 

I  have  found  that  when  Senators  and  Members 
have  been  fully  informed  upon  any  matter  of 
importance  in  which  libraries  are  interested,  they 
have  been  most  liberally  inclined,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  inducing 
Congress  to  grant  whatever  reasonable  relief  may 
be  asked.  What  is  wanted  is  that  every  librarian 
shall  induce  the  Senators  and  Members  of  their 
respective  States  to  take  a  personal  interest  in>the 
matter,  and  make  the  library  cause  their  own 
cause.  It  is  not  so  much  that  the  libraries  are  not 
given  all  they  want,  but  that  what  is  given  comes 
to  them  so  tardily  aud  in  such  questionable  shape. 
The  law  provides  that  a//  documents  printed  by 
order  of  Congress  for  free  distribution  shall  go  to 
the  libraries  designated  as  depositories.  If  they 
are  not  so  sent,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  administration. 
It  may  be  desirable  to  have  the  list  of  depositories 
enlarged,  and  also  to  include  in  the  distribution 
some  things  which  are  printed  from  department 
funds,  and  for  which  no  provision  for  distribution 
has  been  made. 

My  opinion  is  that  every  State  should  have  at 
least  on€  library  in  which  there  may  be  found  a 
complete  set  of  the  publications  of  the  govern- 
ment — evtrything —  from  the  begining,  if  possible, 
and  every  great  centre  of  population  should  pos- 
sess all  that  librarians  may  designate  as  useful  or 
desirable  at  that  place. 

Professor  Root  spoke  further  on  the  subject  of 
the  distribution  of  public  documents,  urging 
action  and  the  necessity  of  personal  application  to 
Congressmen  and  others  in  authority. 

The  President.  —  For  several  years  before 
the  present  I  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Documents,  and  always  found  Senator 
Manderson  very  ready  to  try  to  do  for  libraries 
what  they  wish  for.  Senator  Hoar  has  always 
assured  me  that  Senator  Manderson  has  been 
our  friend.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Hovey 
has  secured  the  support  of  Senator  Hawley.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  we  have  made  a  real  advance 
thb  year  and  that  we  are  acting  on  the  right  line. 
I  hope  the  majority  report  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BowKKR.»Next  year  the  Committee  on 


Public  Documents  will  be  able  to  go  much  further 
in  this  work,  as  the  public  is  beginning  to  under- 
stand the  value  of  having  government  pablicatioiis 
at  hand  for  consultation* 

The  Pebsidknt  asked  Dr.  Wire  to  take  charge 
of  the  museum  of  articles  for  exhibition. 

Mr.  Woodruff  exhibited  the  Leyden  and 
Florence  catalogues,  and  spoke  in  praise  of  Italian 
library  work. 

endowment. 

Mr.  Dudley  read  the  report  of  the  Endow- 
ment Committee. 

As  it  is  usual  for  the  several  conmiittees  to 
make  reports  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, it  devolves  upon  us  to  say  something. 
Such  committees  are  expected  to  report  progress, 
and  then,  after  the  acceptance  of  their  reports,  to 
ask  for  their  discharge.  If  by  progress  is  meant 
the  accomplishment  of  the  work  which  has  been 
set  us  to  do,  we  must  humbly  but  consdously 
confess,  at  the  outset,  that  our  labors  have  been 
largely  in  vain,  and  that  such  progress  as  is  above 
referred  to  does  not  appear  as  yet  to  be  even 
within  the  limits  of  our  vision.  In  short,  as  a 
committee  whose  duties  are  to  draw  money  out  of 
other  people's  pockets,  we  regretfully  admit  that 
we  do  not  appear  to  have  been  a  signal  success. 
The  members  of  the  Association  must  decide 
whether  this  is  our  fault  or  theirs. 

In  living  over  the  enthusiasm  shown  at  the 
Conference  last  year,  and  recalling  the  spontane- 
ous pledges  of  money  made  by  the  several  States, 
it  seemed  to  us  that  it  would  not  be  necessaiy 
even  to  jog  the  memory  of  those  earnest  men  and 
women  who,  in  their  eager  enthusiasm  to  help 
along  the  good  cause,  pledged  not  only  their  own 
money,  but  the  entire  wealth  of  their  respective 
States  as  well ;  while  there  seemed  to  be  no  ques- 
tion  that  the  first  matter  which  should  receive  their 
attention  on  their  arrival  home  would  be  the  send- 
ing of  these  pledged  amounts  to  the  members  of 
your  committee,  who  rested  confident  in  the  be- 
lief that  the  whole  amount  would  be  deposited  in 
the  bank  and  be  drawing  interest  within  a  month. 

The  fact  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  mem- 
bers of  your  committee  were  among  those  who 
pledged  their  Sutes  for  sums  of  money,  the  in- 
come of  which  should  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
the  A.  L.  A.,  and  they  are  obliged  reluctantly  to 
admit  that,  in  their  eagerness  to  dun  others,  they 
have  somewhat  forgotten  the  obligations  which 
they  themselves  assumed.    The  ttrenuont  effort* 
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which,  as  creditors,  they  have  put  forth,  must  be 
made  to  stand  as  an  excuse  for  their  inaction  in 
the  capacity  of  debtors. 

Rhode  Island  is  always  pointed  out  as  one  of 
the  smallest  States  in  the  Union.  Hereafter  one 
of  the  events  4n  her  history  will  be  the  fact  that 
she  early  made  good  her  pledge  to  the  A.  L.  A. 
To  this  action  her  citizens  and  their  descend- 
ants may  ever  point  with  pride,  and  may  with 
entire  propriety  say  to  her  sister  States :  "  While 
in  area  we  may  indeed  be  small,  we  certainly  are 
not  in  other  ways.  '* 

Michigan  stretches  out  her  hand  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, not  forgetting  to  take  in  Ohio  by  the  way, 
and  together  these  three  States  have  poured  into 
the  ever-ready  coffers  of  your  committee  moneys 
to  which  they  stood  pledged.  Topeka  smiles 
from  afar  on  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Massachusetts,  and  with  them  sends  evidence  that 
her  word  is  as  good  as  her  bond.  Surely  these 
eight  are  not  the  only  States  in  the  great  sister- 
hood of  States,  and  yet  none  others  have  com- 
pleted their  promised  contributions.  Perhaps,  in 
their  unfriendly  rivalry  to  secure  the  World's 
Columbian  Elxposition,  the  great  and  prosperous 
States  of  Illinois  and  New  York  have  forgotten 
their  more  than  friendly  rivalry  for  supremacy  in 
the  amount  of  their  individual  subscriptions  to  our 
endowment  fund.  Who  can  forget  the  glance  of 
injured  feeling  which  stole  across  the  face  of  Dr. 
Poole,  when,  it  being  intimated  that  Illinois  had 
pledged  nothing,  he  replied :  "  Illinois  will  do  as 
much  as  New  York.''  This  proves  to  have  been 
a  Western  boast.  New  York  has  raised  |iio, 
but  where,  oh  1  where  is  Chicago  ?  We  cannot 
refrain  from  contemplating  the  feelings  of  shame 
and  remorse  which  will  chase  each  other  over  the 
face  of  Dr.  Poole,  when  his  attention  is  called  to 
his  earnest  pledge  and  idle  boasting,  now,  no 
doubt,  long  since  forgotten. 

What  with  the  Grant  Monument  still  unfin* 
ished,  and  the  Directors  ^of  the  World's  Fair 
appealing  to  the  government  for  aid,  offering  a 
mortgage  on  the  gate  money  as  security  for 
the  loan,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
perhaps  there  are  better  fields  than  these  for 
raising  money. 

A  full  year  has  passed  by  since  your  committee 
was  appointed,  and  since  the  Association,  at  its 
conference,  appointed  a  board  of  trustees  to  man- 
age this  fund.  The  duties  of  the  trustees  have 
not  as  yet  been  very  onerous.  Your  committee 
finds  itself  confronted  today  with  the  same  prob- 
lem as  twelve  months  since.    At  the  conference 


held  at  Fabyan's  in  1890  the  sum  of  #5,000  was 
pledged  by  the  several  States.  Of  this  amount 
only  #3t2i5  has  been  raised,  leaving  quite  a  bal- 
ance to  be  taken  care  of. 

It  seems  to  your  committee  that  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  a  very  substantial  fund  should  not  be 
raised  for  the  use  of  the  Association,  and  we  are 
confident  in  the  belief  that  efforts  properly  pot 
out  would  result  in  the  end  desired.  Tme,  a  fund 
of  #5,000  would  be  a  good  beginning,  but  our  ef- 
forts should  not  stop  when  we  have  succeeded  in 
raising  this  amount. 

How  best  this  can  be  done  your  committee  is  at 
a  loss  to  say.  We  have  had  printed  and  sent  out 
a  great  number  of  circulars,  with  an  extra  sheet 
containing  copies  of  letters  of  indorsement  sent 
to  us  by  some  of  the  more  prominent  educators 
in  4he  country,  these  letters  heartily  indorsing  our 
scheme.  These,  of  course,  we  did  not  expect 
would  in  themselves  bring  contributions,  but  we 
did  hope  that  they  would  form  an  q>ening  wedge 
for  future  personal  solicitations.  Personal  solici- 
tation is,  after  all,  the  only  trustworthy  way  of 
raising  money ;  and  if  the  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  cannot  put  their  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  and  raise  this  money,  we  may  be  sure 
that  no  one  from  outside  will  do  it  for  us.  The 
committee  wrote  personally  to  all  who  had  not 
sent  in  their  pledges  by  the  ist  of  August  last. 
In  answer  to  some  of  the  letters  the  amount  of  the 
respective  pledges  was  sent ;  to  others  no  reply 
whatever  was  vouchsafed. 

We  would  suggest  that  those  members  of  the 
Association  who  shall  attend  the  Conference  at 
San  Francisco  shall  renew  their  pledge  of  sup- 
port to  this  good  cause,  and  return  to  their  homes 
determined  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  do  what 
is  in  their  power  to  make  the  contributions  from 
their  State  as  large  as  possible.  We  must  not  be 
satisfied  with  $5,000,  nor  need  we  be  if  we  will  all 
turn  to  and  work.  We  must  use  every  channel 
that  is  open  to  us  for  the  securing  of  this  money, 
remembering  that  a  large  number  of  small  con- 
tributions is  oftentimes  as  good  as  a  few  large 
ones.  If  every  trustee  of  public  libraries  through- 
out the  country  would  give  one  dollar,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  very  simple  arithmetic  to  see  that  the  fund 
would  already  amount  to  much  more  than  #5,ooa 
If  every  librarian  will  make  this  a  personal  mat- 
ter, starting  with  the  trustees  of  his  own  library, 
and  gradually  extend  his  efforts  to  wider  fields, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  in  1892  we  shall  have  a 
fund,  the  income  of  which  would  be  of  very  great 
service  to  the  American  Library  Association. 
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In  closing,  your  committee  begs  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  Trustees'  report  herewith,  with 
exhibits,  as  indicated. 

John  M.  Glenn. 

E.   C.  HOVKY. 

Boston,  September  30, 1891. 

Dr.  Poole. —  Mr.  Norman  Williams  has  been 
in  Europe  all  summer  and  could,  consequently,  do 
no  work,  but  will  report  to  the  committee  later. 
The  money  can  be  raised  and  will  be  raised,  and 
Chicago  will  do  as  much  as  New  York. 

Mr.  Johnston.  —  Mr.  Pliny  D.  Sexton  has 
promises  that  all  the  money  pledged  by  New  York 
will  be  raised,  and  the  Convention  may  be  certain 
that  it  will  be  raised. 

Mr.  Dudley. —  Colorado  did  not  raise  the  |ioo 
pledged  by  it,  because  no  circulars  have  been 
sent  as  promised. 

Mr.  Cook  also  complained  that  no  circulars 
had  been  received. 

Mr.  HiLD.— The  Chicago  Public  Library  Trus- 
tees are  now  considering  whether  they  can  legally 
appropriate  money  for  this  end  from  their  funds. 
If  they  determine  that  they  cannot  do  so,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  they  would  raise  the  subscription 
personally. 

Mr.  Souls. —  I  think  the  situation  is  not  with- 
out hope;  Mr.  Hovey  has  raised  $2,500  by  his 
own  efforts,  and  others  can  do  the  same. 

Dr.  Linderfelt  read  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ENDOWMENT 
FUND. 

Boston,  Mass.,  September  28,  189L 
We  inclose  exhibit  marked  A,  a  statement  show- 
ing names  of  those  who  pledged  themselves  at 
Fabyan's  last  year,  with  the  amounts  of  their  re- 
spective pledges,  and  also  another  column  of  fig- 
ures, indicating  what  proportion  of  these  amounts 
has   been    raised.    This    shows    that    the    total 
amount  raised  amounts    to   $3,215.    From    this 
amount  we  have  paid  out  the  following  sums  for 
expenses  incurred  during  the  year : 
Nathan  Sawyer  &  Son,  for  printing  cir- 
culars      I121.25 

Library  Bureau,  for  distributing  same     .      13.85 


I13S10 
We  have  also  received  interest  amounting  to 
tZ-7S  ^^  *  "^o^c  given  us  by  Treasurer  Carr,  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  a  loan  of  $200,  which  loan 
has  since  been  paid.  Our  condition,  therefore,  is 
as  follows : 


Total  cash  received #3»2i8-75 

Total  amount  paid  out i35-io 

Deducting  this  latter  item,  we  have     .    $3,083.65 

This  is  represented  by  cash  on  hand  and  in  the 
bank,  by  amounts  subscribed  and  not  yet  collected, 
and  by  a  note  for  $500,  sent  by  the  officers  of  the 
publishing  section  to  secure  a  loan  made  by  as  to 
them,  and  bearing '  interest  at  six  per  cent  per 
annum. 

We  inclose  as  exhibits  B  and  C  copies  of  our 
letters  of  indorsement  and  circular,  which  we  dis- 
tributed widely  throughout  the  country. 

E.  C.  HovEY. 

(Exhibit  A.) 
trustees  of  endowment  fund  in  account  with 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

«,  Ami.  Ami, 

'^**^-  PUdgtd.  Raiud. 

H.  M.  Utiey,  Detroit,  $100.00  $ioaoo 

O.  S.  Whitelaw,  St.  Louis,  100.00  50.00 

H.  Kephart,         "      *•  laoo  o 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Whitney,  Kan.  City.     50.00  o 

W.  Beer,  Topeka,  25.00  25.00 

C.  R.  Dudley,  Denver,  100.00  o 

K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Milwaukee,  100.00  o 

A.  W.  Whelpley,  Cincinnati,  175.00  175.00 

W.  H.  Brett,  Cleveland,  10.00  lojoo 

Miss  H.  P.  James,  Wilkesbarre,  100.00  100.00 

F.  P.  Hill,  Newark,  100.00  loaoo 
R.  A.  Guild,  Providence,  100.00  loaoo 
Miss  C.  H.  Garland,  N.  H.,  10.00  laoo 
W.  F.  Poole,  Chicago,  2,000.00  o 

C.  C.  Pickett,      "  200.00  o 
Dewey  &  Sexton,  New  York,  2,000.00  iio/x> 

G.  E.  Stechert,         "        "  100.00  loaoo 
Library  School,        "        "  100.00  100.00 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  25.00  o 
A.  L.  Peck,  Gloversville,  25.00  o 
F.  C.  Patten,  State  Library,  N.  Y.  laoo  o 
Staten  Island,  laoo  o 
E.  C.  Hovey,  2,000.00  2,000.00 
S.  S.  Green,  100.00  100.00 
Brookline,  Mass.,  25.00  35.00 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  25.00  o 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  25.00  25.00 
Salem,  Mass.,  25.00  5aoo 
Lowell,  Mass.,  10.00 
A.  N.  Brown,  Annapolis,  10.00  laoo 

D.  Mann,  Washington,  5.00  5.00 


$7,665.00  $3,215.10 
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(Exhibit  B.) 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Organited  in  tBi6. 

President:  Melvil  Dewey,  Alt>any,  N.  Y.,  Sec- 
retary University  State  of  New  York ;  Director 
New  York  State  Library. 

Secretary:  William  E.  Foster,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Librarian  Providence  Public  Library. 

Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund:  Pliny  T.  Sex- 
ton, President  First  National  Bank,  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  Regent  of  University  of  State  of  New 
York;  Norman  Williams,  1007  Tacoma 
Building,  Chicago,  111.,  Trustee  Crerar  Library ; 
E.  C.  Hovey,  Merchant,  Box  1753,  Boston, 
Mass.,  Trustee  of  Brookline  (Mass.)  Public 
Library. 

If  you  have  not  time  to  read  this  circular  when 
received,  please  preserve  it  for  later  {not  late) 
examination. 

Or,  if  you  will  not  soon  be  able  to  carefully  consid- 
er the  subject  it  presents,  or  do  not  need  such  inspi- 
ration as  may  be  incited  by  its  suggestions,  please 
give  us  immediately  all  the  money  you  can  rea- 
sonably spare  and  raise  to  help  create  an  Endow- 
ment Fund,  whose  income  may  be  used  by  our 
Association  in  support  of  its  earnest  efforts  to 
develop,  multiply,  and  improve  valuable  library 
aids  and  methods,  and  stimulate  and  elevate  the 
character  and  capacity  for  usefulness  of  librarians. 

Contributions  to  such  endowment  will  in  no 
slight  degree  discharge  the  duty  which  all  self- 
helpful  persons  owe  to  their  fellow-creatures,  and 
will  be  likely,  directly  and  indirectly,  to  return 
much  good  to  the  givers  themselves. 

Trustees  of  libraries  and  librarians  are  requested 
to  act  as  agents  in  soliciting  and  forwarding  con- 
tributions, which  may  be  sent  to  either  of  the 
above-named  trustees  of , the  Endowment  Fund,  or 
to  John  M.  Glenn,  12  St.  Paul  street,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  manager  of  the  New  Mercantile  Library, 
who  is  the  associate  member  of  the  Special  Endow- 
ment Committee. 

An  Appeal  to  Friends  of  Libraries  for 
Help. 

The  American  Library  Association,  during  its 
fifteen  years  of  life,  has  been  constantly  hindered 
from  the  higher  degree  of  its  possible  usefulness 
bv  a  lack  of  money ^  and  it  now  seeks  to  obtain  an 
Endowment  Fund  whose  income  may  be  a  peren- 
nial resource  for  aid  in  executing  its  well-matured 


plans,  and  which  shall  encourage  and  extend  (as 
may  be  done  indefinitely)  its  work,  which  is  of  the 
most  promising  missionary  character. 

Librarians,  whether  or  not  affiliated,  need  no 
reminder  of  the  helpfulness  of  our  Association. 
Nor  can  thoughtful  lovers  of  humanity  doubt  that 
the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  well-equipped  and 
properly-conducted  libraries  are  to  be  most  effec- 
tive agencies  in  enlightening,  purifying,  and  ele- 
vating mankind. 

Vice  incubates  in  ignorance.  The  world  cannot 
successfully  quarantine  itself  against  the  former : 
the  hot-bed  in  which  it  breeds  must  be  destroyed. 
Existing  educational  methods  are  valuable  but 
insufficient.  The  work  of  our  present  schools 
must  be  supplemented  by  multiplying  and  enlarg- 
ing in  scope  public  libraries.  The  libraries  of  the 
past  have  been  mainly  cloisters  of  exceptional  and 
profound  scholarship.  Excellent  in  their  charac- 
ter, they  have  garnered  the  experience  and  wis- 
dom of  the  past,  and  kept  alive  the  divine  spark 
of  m^ental  culture.  The  libraries  of  the  future 
should  be  made  the  lifelong  schools  of  the  people 
at  large — schools  from  which  graduatioa  will  be 
only  into  the  life  to  come. 

The  hope  and  safety  of  organized  society  depend 
upon  the  wide  diffusion  of  intelligence  and  cul- 
ture ;  and  from  no  centres  can  such  influences  be 
so  beneficently  extended  as  from  generously  sup 
ported  and  wisely-managed  public  libraries. 

It  is  manifest,  however,  that  before  libraries 
can  generally  attain  to  such  popular  usefulness 
there  will  need  to  be  much  educating  and  training 
of  librarians  for  their  part  therein,  and  that  they 
must  devote  much  study  and  experimental  treat- 
ment to  the  subject  of  the  necessary  changes  and 
improvements  in  the  construction  and  arrange- 
ment of  libraries  in  the  details  of  library  work  — 
involving,  doubtless,  among  other  things,  the  pre- 
paration and  printing  of  manuals  of  instruction 
for  both  librarians  and  the  people,  but  whose 
limited  use  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  movement 
would  preclude  expectation  that  their  cost  would 
be  reimbursed  by  their  sale. 

The  work  already  accomplished  by  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  is  seen  throughout  the 
country  in  better  library  buildings  and  in  the 
beginning  of  a  new  era  of  library  architecture;  in 
improved  methods  of  administration  ;  in  new  labor 
and  time  saving  working  aids;  in  the  rapid  multi- 
plication of  libraries ;  in  the  promotion  of  benefi- 
cial legislation ;  and  in  the  elevation  of  librarian- 
ship  to  the  dignity  of  a  profession. 
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So  far  this  work  has  been  done  {almost  unaided\ 
by  a  few  of  the  librarians  of  the  country,  who,  at 
considerable  loss  of  their  own  valuable  time,  and 
usus^lly  at  their  own  expense,—  which  could  illy  be 
afforded  from  their  meagre  salaries, —  have  been 
meeting  together  on  occasions  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  educating  each  other  by  comparing  views 
and  reporting  experiences,  and  devising  and  exe- 
cuting, as  well  as  they  could  with  their  limited 
resources,  plans  for  increasing  the  usefulness  of 
libraries. 

Having  so  clearly  demonstrated  what  they 
might  and  would  do  if  properly  supported,  it  is 
certainly  time  now  that  the  material  burdens  of 
such  missionary  work  should  be  lifted  from  their 
shoulders ;  and  it  should  be  made  possible,  not 
only  that  the  present  competent  laborers  in  the 
good  cause  may  accomplish  more,  but  also  that 
others  equally  competent  may  be  enabled  to 
codperate  with  them. 

Anyone  interested  in  library  work  who  has  ever 
attended  a  meeting  of  our  Association  will  readily 
appreciate  the  great  worth  of  the  papers  there  read 
on  the  various  branches  of  library  science,  as  well 
as  the  almost  equally  valuable  interchange  of  views 
that  are  drawn  forth  by  the  subsequent  discus- 
sions ;  and  yet  much  that  is  of  the  highest  value 
to  library  interests  is  often  practically  lost  to  the 
profession  and  to  the  public  at  large  because  of 
lack  of  means  to  promptly  publish  and  widely  dis- 
seminate the  record  of  our  proceedings. 

As  instances  of  the  high  character  and  impor- 
tance of  the  work  done  by  our  Association,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  mention  two  most  able  and  com- 
prehensive papers  read  at  the  recent  annual  meet- 
ing :  the  one  on  *<  The  Public  Library  and  the  Pub- 
lic School,"  by  Dr.  William  T.  Harris,  United 
States  Commissioner  of  Education ;  and  the  other 
on  "  University  Extension  and  its  Relation  to  Li- 
braries," by  Dr.  Herbert  6.  Adams,  professor 
of  history  in  Johns  Hopkins  University.  There 
could  be  no  subjects  more  important  or  of  greater 
interest  to  all  classes. 

Proper  reading  for  young  people  is  a  subject  of 
great  importance,  and  one  that  causes  much  con- 
cern to  parents  and  thoughtful  librarians.  It  was 
one  of  the  earliest  subjects  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  our  organization,  which  has  long  had  in 
hopeful  contemplation  the  preparation  and  publi- 
cation of  a  carefully-selected  list  or  catalogue  of 
suitable  books  that  could  be  safely  recommended 
for  the  enteruinment  and  instruction  of  children. 

The  printing  ef  such  a  work  would  not  be 
uadertakea  as  a  business  venture  by  any  pub- 


lisher, for  its  probable  sale  would  be  too  limited. 
It  could  be  done  only  by  co-operative  effort,  and 
it  is  only  in  this  year  that  our  Association  has 
finally  been  able  to  issue  such  a  manuaL  Tbe 
book  is  called  "  Reading  for  the  Young. "  and 
was  mainly  compiled  by  the  late  John  F.  Sargent 
It  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  good  work  that 
might  be  done  under  the  auspices  of  the  American 
Library  Association  if  it  had  adequate  pecuniarj 
resources  at  its  command. 

A  copy  of  said  manual  will  be  mailed  to  every 
contributor  to  our  Endowment  Fund. 

And  now,  one  and  all,  give  us  a  prompt  and 
liberal  response  to  this  appeal,  and  have  a  share  m 
the  good  work  waiting  to  be  done. 

We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  copies  of 
letters  received  by  us  in  indorsement  of  this  En- 
dowment Fund,  which  will  be  found  on  separate 
sheet  inclosed. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Endowment 
Committee. 

Pliny  T.  Sextoh. 
John  M.  Glenn. 

E.  C.    HOVBY. 

(Exhibit  C.) 

Lbttkrs  of  Indorsement. 

AsHFiELD,  Mass.,  Sept.  16, 189a 
My  Dear  Mr.  Hovby: 

I  have  seen  with  great  interest  and  pleasure 
that  a  subscription  has  been  auspiciously  b^^n  to 
raise  a  fund  for  the  publication  of  the  important 
papers  which  are  read  by  the  best  librarians  in  the 
country  at  the  annual  meeting  of  their  Association. 
The  New  York  member  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Pliny  T.  Sexton  of  Palmyra,  I  know  well  as  a  fel- 
low regent  of  the  university,  and  a  more  fortunate 
selection  could  not  have  been  made. 

It  is  only  very  recently  that  the  service  of 
the  library  in  our  system  of  education  has 
been  properly  understood.*  As  actual  forces  of 
education,  many  libraries  have  been  practically 
moribund.  The  methods  of  making  their  re- 
sources practically  useful  have  been  but  recently 
studied  and  applied.  Happily  they  share  in  the 
impulse  of  the  modern  college  movement  In 
New  York  the  State  Library  has  just  been  made 
part  of  the  university  in  the  State,  and  every 
library  in  the  State  will  be  touched  into  new  life. 
The  training  school  for  librarians  has  already 
proved  its  great  benefit  to  the  more  general  and 
more  intelligent  use  of  the  libraries. 

The  publication  of  the  views  and  of  the  results 
of  experience  in  all  the  great  libraries  in  the  dnm- 
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try  which  are  represented  in  the  Association  will 
be  of  the  greatest  value  to  all  library  officers  and 
tmstees,  and  its  advantage  to  the  public  is 
obvious.  I  am  very  glad  to  know  your  interest 
in  the  subject ;  and  the  more  persons  you  can 
interest  in  it,  the  better  for  us  all. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  William  Curtis. 

Harvard  University, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  Oct.  8,  1890. 
Dear  Sir :  —  Your  effort  to  raise  a  permanent 
fund  for  the  American  Library  Association  de- 
serves to  have  prompt  success.  For  all  the  higher 
education  libraries  are  indispensable  auxiliaries ; 
and  for  elementary  education,  such  as  towns  and 
cities  provide  by  taxation,  one  of  the  best  tests  of 
success  is  the  use  subsequently  made  of  libraries 
by  the  population  trained  in  the  public  schools. 
Elementary  schools  which  do  not  implant  in  a 
large  proportion  of  their  pupils  a  taste  for  reading 
books,  fail  of  their  principal  object.  The  wise 
development  and  management  of  libraries  are, 
therefore,  of  fundamental  and  lasting  public  inter- 
est. Under  our  laws  and  customs  it  is  quite  as 
necessary  to  train  library  trustees  as  librarians  for 
the  intelligent  discharge  of  their  duties.  Com- 
mending your  undertaking  to  the  generous  sup- 
port of  all  persons  who  take  satisfaction  in  using 
their  private  means  for  the  promotion  in  sure 
ways  of  the  common  good,  I  remain 
Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  W.  Eliot. 
Mr.  E.  C.  HovEY. 

Johns  Hopkins  University, 

Baltimore,  Sept.  24, 1890. 
My  Dear  Sir :  —In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  am 
very  happy  to  say  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  purposes,  history,  methods,  and  influence  of 
the  American  Library  Association,  and  I  am  sure 
that  it  has  made  important  contributions  to  the 
literary  and  educational  progress  of  this  country. 
The  proposal  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  partial  en- 
dowment of  the  Association  meets  with  my  hearty 
concurrence.  The  librarians  should  not  be  ex- 
pected to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  meetings  which 
are  maintained,  not  for  their  personal  advantage, 
but  for  the  public  good,  and  which  merit  the  finan- 
cial support  of  the  public  for  the  same  reasons 
that  educational  and  charitable  conferences  are 
the  recipients  of  aid.  It  appears  quite  reasona- 
ble that  trustees  of  libraries  should  be  asked  to 
contribute  to  the  proposed  fund,  and  also  to  make 
it  easy  for  librarians  in  their  service  to  attend 


these  annual  conventions,  because  all  who  resort 
to  public  libraries  are  sure  to  be  benefited  by  the 
discussions,  suggestions,  and  recommendations 
formulated  by  the  librarians  in  respect  to  the  con- 
struction, arrangement,  heating,  and  lighting  of 
buildings,  the  selection,  purchase,  and  care  of 
books,  the  preparation  of  catalogues,  the  duties  of 
librarians,  and  the  most  effective  ways  of  meeting 
the  wants  of  the  varied  classes  in  the  community 
Everybody  is  interested  in  securing  the  very  best 
administration  of  libraries.  Toward  that  end  the 
Library  Association  effectively  works. 

Yours  sincerely, 

D.  C.  Oilman. 
John  M.  Glenn,  Esq. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Bureau  of  Education, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  23, 1890. 
Mr.  E.  Clarence  Hovey,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  the 
librarians,  at  their  recent  meeting  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, have  formed  a  section  of  their  Association 
to  include  trustees  of  libraries  only.  Much  good 
will  come  from  this  organization  if  it  can  be  suc- 
cessful in  securing  attendance  on  the  part  of 
library  trustees  over  the  country.  While  there 
are  many  trustees  who  are  very  distinguished  and 
proficient  persons  in  the  work  of  libraries,  and 
who  are  competent  to  superintend  and  direct  the 
institutions  under  their  charge,  there  are,  of 
course,  very  many  persons  selected  by  the  pub- 
lic or  appointed  by  stockholders  who  are  not  com- 
petent in  the  details  of  library  management, 
although  they  are  good  financiers  and  business 
men.  The  discussions  of  the  Librarians'  Con- 
gress furnish  just  the  educational  element  that 
is  needed  to  aid  trustees  in  their  work.  I  feel 
quite  sure,  therefore,  that  this  movement  will 
assist  substantially  the  work  of  librarians  by 
effecting  a  change  for  the  better  i^  the  Boards  of 
Trustees  scattered  over  the  country. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  T.  Harris,  Commistioner, 

Mr.  HiLD  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Endow- 
ment Committee  be  placed  on  file  and  that  the 
report  of  the  trustees  of  that  fund  be  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee.    Carried. 

Mr.  Hild  read  Mr.  Sexton's  letter. 

Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  17, 1891. 
Samuel   S.  Green,  Esq.,   President  American 

Library  AssoeiaU&n. 

Dear  Sir: — Absence  and  illness  have  delayed 
reply  to  your  card,  in  which  you  politely  expressed 
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the  hope  thit  we  might  go  to  the  San  Francisco 
meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  — a  pleasure  which  I  very 
much  regret  to  say  we  will  be  compelled  to  forego. 
We  have  never  been  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the 
opportunity  will  not  likely  occur  again  of  making 
the  trip  under  such  favorable  circumstances; 
but  we  find  it  impossible  to  go. 

Concerning  the  A.  L.  A.  Endowment  Fund,  I 
am  sorry  to  have  little  to  report;  less  probably 
than  either  of  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
teie,  who  I  presume  have  already  made  their 
reports  to  you. 

I  have  received  only  the  following  amounts :  — 
From    Charles    D.    Vail,    Librarian    of 

Hobart  College,  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,        $10.00 
From  Hon.  Jona.  Chase,  of  Valley  Falls, 

R.  I.,  through    Reuben    A.    Guild, 

Librarian  oL  Brown  University,  50.00 

From  the  members  of  the  Library  School 

at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  loaoo 

To  which  Mrs.  Sexton  and  I  add  100.O0 


Making  a  total  in  my  hands  of       |26aoo 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  explain  that  I  have 
been  unable  to  make  personal  solicitation  of  con- 
tributions to  the  fund.  Great  numbers  of  circu- 
lars have  been  sent  out,  inviting  gifts,  but  have 
failed  to  call  forth  responses.  The  lesson  seems 
to  be  that  such  begging  can  only  be  successfully 
done  in  person,  and  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
do.  Long  continued  illness  kept  me  so  much  a 
prisoner,  that  many  most  imperative  duties  have 
been  entirely  neglected. 

And  the  present  state  of  my  health  admonishes 
me  that  the  coming  year  is  so  likely  to  repeat  the 
experience  of  its  predecessor,  that  I  feel  I  ought 
to,  and  I  do  now,  respectfully  resign  to  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association  my  positions  of  member 
of  its  Endowment  Fund  Committee  and  as  Trus- 
tee of  its  Endowment  Fund. 

This  costs  me  some  pangs,  for  I  gratefully  ap- 
preciated the  honor  which  those  appointments 
conferred  upon  me ;  but  it  would  not  be  honora- 
ble to  retain  them  without  such  measure  of  use- 
fulness as  I  see  no  possibility  of  my  rendering  in 
the  near  future. 

Congratulating  you  and  the  Association  on 
your  presidency,  and  earnestly  wishing  for  and 
confidently  anticipating  its  continued  and  enlarged 
prosperity  and  beneficence,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
Pliny  T.  Sexton. 

Mr.  Hjld  moved  that  the  Finance  Committee 
present  two  names  to  the  convention  to  fill  the 


vacancies  in  the  Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fond. 
Carried. 

Mr.  CuTTBR  presented  a  verbal  report  of 

THB  COOPERATIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Cooperative  Committee  have  had  very 
little  in  the  way  of  library  helps  brought  to  their 
attention  in  the  past  year,  but  are  agreed  in 
recommending : — 

1.  H.  H.  Ballard's  klips  and  binders.  (Pitts- 
field,  Mass.,  P.  L.) 

2.  C:  A.  Cutter's  colored  and  larger  initial 
labels  for  card  drawers. 

3.  C:  A.  Cutter's  shields  for  movable  electric 
lamps. 

Mr.  Lane's  card-volume  system  for  holding 
catalogue  slips  (in  place  of  drawers)  has  been 
studied  by  Miss  Green,  and  will  be  reported  upon 
for  the  Library  jourfuU, 

Mr.  Cutter  also  mentioned  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, not  having  been  able  to  consult  the  rest  of 
the  committee  about  these  matters:  — 

1.  K.  A:  Linderfelt's  plan  for  a  card  catalogue, 
with  cards  written  on  both  sides,  and  drawers 
pulling  out  on  both  sides  of  the  case,  enablmg  the 
public  on  one  side  and  the  attendants  on  the 
other  to  consult  the  same  catalogue. 

2.  S.  C.  Dana's  shelf  groove  for  labels.*  (Den- 
ver P.  L.) 

3.  S.  C.  Dana's  card  box. 

4.  S.  C.  Dana's  periodical  card. 

5.  Fitch*s  combined  shelf-list,  classed  catalogue, 
and  indicator.*    (Sacramento  P.  L.) 

Mr.  Cutter  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Re- 
vision of  the  Constitution  had  done  nothing. 

Mr.  Dudley  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  on 
Revision  of  the  Constitution  be  appointed  by  the 
chair.  Carried.  Messrs.  Soule,  Winsor,  Cutter, 
Crunden,  and  Dewey  were  appointed. 

COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  commit- 
tees: 

Reception :  Messrs.  Nolan,  Hild,  and  Whelpley, 
and  Misses  Allan  and  Sherman. 

Resolutions:  Messrs.  Scudderjenks,  and  Dana, 
and  Misses  Hewins  and  Harbaugh. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

Miss  Hewins  read  a  report  on  gifts  and  be- 
quests.   {See p,  rf) 

•See  MiM  Plummer't  **  Western  Libraries,'*  in  Library 
Journal,  16:  335. 
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Mr.  BowKBR  offered  the  following  resolution : 

The  American  Library  Association  cannot  close 
the  first  union  of  its  San  Francisco  Conference 
without  expressing,  as  strongly  as  it  is  possible  to 
do,  its  unbounded  indebteoness  to  its  Secretary, 
Frank  P.  Hill,  for  the  pleasures  of  its  trans- 
continental journey  and  for  the  promise  of  an 
unusually  successful  conference  here,  and 
recognizing  that  it  is  his  self-sacrificing  devotion 
and  his  unsparing  attention  for  weeks  past  to 
every  detail  of  preparation  and  management, 
which  has  resulted  m  his  temporary  illness  and 
deprived  us  for  some  dajrs  of  the  pleasure  and 
benefit  of  his  presence,  it  sends  to  him,  with  its 
best  wishes  for  his  speedy  recovery  and  return  to 
our  deliberations,  its  loving  sympathy  and  its 
heartfelt  thanks. 

Adjourned. 

SECOND  SESSION. 
(Tuesday  Afternoon,  October  13.) 

The  President  called  the  convention  to  order 
at  2.15  p.  M. 

Mr.  Cutter  exhibited  and  explained  a  novel 
paper  file,  in  use  in  the  Sacramento  Public  Library. 

The  President  announced  that  a  photographer 
would  take  a  photograph  of  the  Association  at 
Palo  Alto.  He  also  announced  that  Miss  Hewins 
had  resigned  from  the  "  sub-committee  on  imme- 
diate action  in  regard  to  public  documents."  The 
resignation  was  accepted  and  Miss  Ahem  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

CATALOGUE  OF  THE  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY. 

Mr.  BowKER. —  This  subject  is  brought  before 
the  Association  at  the  present  time,  largely  for  the 
purpose  of  getting,  either  publicly  in  the  confer- 
ence or  privately,  any  criticisms  of  this  plan  of 
work,  and  any  suggestions  that  may  be  made.  I  do 
not  think  that  this  general  work  will  be  more  than 
twice  or  three  times  the  size  of  the  original  cata- 
logue of  1876.  Our  work  will  give  us  an  English- 
speaking  bibliography  approximately  complete. 
The  following  is  a  memorandum  on  a  General  Cata- 
logue of  American  Publications  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century. 

{From  thi  Preface  of  the  American  Catalogue^ 
iSS^-go.) 

In  the  preface  to  the  volume  of  The  American 
Catalogue  of  1876-84,  the  present  writer  outlined 
a  scheme  for  the  publication  of  a  General  Cata- 
logue of  American  Publications  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  We  are  now  within  the  last  decade  of 
that  century,  and  face  its  end.  The  work,  if  it  is 
to  be  done,  must  be  begun  almost  at  once,  and  it 


is  the  intention  of  the  present  editor  to  organize, 
during  1892  or  1893,  preparations  for  the  collection 
of  material,  provided  there  is  reasonable  hope  of 
obtaining  guarantees  against  too  great  pecuniary 
loss.  The  cost  of  such  a  work  would  scarcely  be 
less  than  $50,000,  and  might  out-reach  that  figure. 
Efforts  will  therefore  be  made  to  procure  sub- 
scriptions for  500  guarantee  copies,  at  |ioo  each, 
from  libraries,  publishers,  the  leading  booksellers, 
dubs,  private  collectors  of  books,  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  interested  in  such  national  under- 
takings; and  as  collections  are  made,  either  of 
individual  subscriptions  or  of  installments  as  re- 
quired for  the  work  of  compilation,  which  will  be 
the  main  element  of  cost,  they  will  be  placed  iir 
deposit  with  some  trust  company  in  the  name  of 
trustees,  to  whom  the  work  will  be  secured  as  it 
progresses,  thus  affording  a  guarantee  in  case  of 
the  death  of  the  editor  or  his  inability  otherwise 
to  complete  the  undertaking.  His  personal  work 
will  be,  of  course,  chiefly  of  organization,  plan, 
and  general  control,  nor  could  the  present  writer 
undertake,  in  view  of  other  responsibilities  press- 
ing upon  him  and  personal  literary  work  in  plan,  to 
do  more  than  act  as  general-in-command  —  in  view 
of  which  he  is  willing  to  put  aside,  until  the  work 
had  paid  all  other  expenses,  any  question  of  per- 
sonal pecuniary  profit  or  other  compensation,  and 
indeed  to  contribute  his  share  toward  such  other 
expenses.  As  planned,  the  work  would  make 
several  thick  octavo  volumes,  ranging  not  with 
the  present  series,  but  with  the  Trade  List  Annual 
volumes.  Two  of  these,  at  least,  would  be  devoted 
to  main  entries,  by  author  and  title ;  one  to  sub- 
ject entries ;  one  to  government  publications ;  and 
a  fifth  (possibly  conjoined  with  the  former)  to 
State  publications,  books  issued  by  societies,  books 
in  series,  and  omissions  and  errata  in  the  first 
Tolumes. 

The  most  practicable  method  of  compilation 
would  probably  be  to  cut  from  the  American  Cata- 
logue of  1876,  and  later  volumes  and  slip,  that  ma- 
terial by  authors  (titles  in  case  of  anonymous 
works),  insert  in  the  alphabet  the  Kelly  and  Roor- 
bach  entries,  and  fill  out  American  titles  from  the 
cop3rright-deposit  records,  from  the  early  trade 
publications  and  publishers'  lists,  and  from  the 
printed  catalogues  of  the  larger  libraries.  Pub- 
lishers would  for  this  purpose  be  asked  to  report 
any  of  their  publications  since  1876  not  given  in 
the  American  Catalogue  volumes,  and  the  cooper- 
ation of  libraries  would  also  be  asked  in  the  com- 
parison of  their  catalogues.  It  might  be  desirable 
to  print  as  proofs  the  shortest  possible  title-a-line 
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list  of  books  uncatalogued  in  the  existing  Ameri- 
can catalogues,  starring  those  points  on  which 
further  particulars  are  needed,  that  libraries  might 
add  omitted  titles  or  fill  out  needed  bibliographi- 
cal data.  It  would  be  desirable  to  give  birth  and 
death  dates  of  American  authors,  but  this  is  prob- 
ably too  much  to  undertake.  It  would  probably 
be  well  to  confine  the  catalogue  to  books  actually 
printed  in  America,  or  having  the  imprint  of 
American  publishing  houses,  omitting  the  impor- 
tations of  English  branch  houses  or  American  im- 
porters, which  are  included  in  the  current  Ameri- 
can catalogues.  The  first  two  volumes  should  be 
published  in  1902  and  1903.  As  soon  as  these 
were  printed,  it  would  be  expected  that  all  inter- 
ested, particularly  libraries  and  second-hand  book- 
dealers,  would  cooperate  in  furnishing  lists  of 
omissions,  and  filling  bibliographical  deficiencies, 
so  that  the  work,  in  its  final  form,  might  be  ap- 
proximately complete. 

Meanwhile,  work  on  the  subject-volume  would 
be  progressing,  but  this  should  not  be  sent  to  the 
printer  until  reasonable  time  after  the  publication 
of  the  main-entry  portion  had  been  given  for  the 
record  of  omissions,  which,  as  also  possibly  gov- 
ernment and  State  publications  and  the  issues  of 
societies,  either  in  detail  or  by  general  cross  ref- 
erences, should  be  covered  in  the  subject-entries. 
The  United  States  Government  publications,  by 
the  cooperation  of  such  bibliographers  or  experts 
as  Messrs.  Hickox,  Lowdermilk,  and  J.  G.  Ames, 
preferably  on  the  plan  adopted  for  the  current 
volumes,  which  permits  extension  backward  as 
well  as  forward  with  a  minimum  of  work  and  of 
space,  could  meantime  be  published,  and  the 
State  publications  also  could  be  separately  edited. 
These  departments  should  assure  more  or  less 
national  and  State  support  for  the  work  in  the 
shape  of  guarantee  subscriptions.  The  publica- 
tions of  societies,  which,  when  complete  for  the 
century,  would  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  schol- 
ars, the  lists  of  books  in  series,  including  the  indi- 
vidual issues  in  nonpareil,  and  similar  features, 
could  also  be  separately  and  simultaneously  edited, 
on  the  lines  already  laid  down. 

If  this  series  of  volumes  should  be  finished,  as 
they  ought,  by  1905,  it  would  then  be  compara- 
tively easy  to  complete  the  national  record,  as 
would  not  be  possible  in  an  older  nation,  by  the 
issue  of  a  prefatory  volume,  through  library  coop- 
eration, giving  American  publications  in  the  eight- 
eenth and  previous  centuries.  America  would 
then  have  the  most  complete  national  bibliog- 
raphy in  the  world. 


Pres.  Green. —  How  do  you  propose  to  have 
the  expense  paid  ? 

Mr.  BowKER. — I  propose,  as  in  all  the  work  I 
have  undertaken,  to  make  it  a  private  enterprise. 
If  government  publications  are  included,  it  will  be 
very  proper  to  look  to  the  government  and  State 
Departments  and  libraries  for  individual  subscrip- 
tions to  the  work.  I  think  that  $50,000  is  a  very 
moderate  estimate.  The  expense  of  this  cata- 
logue will  be  very  much  greater  than  that  of  1876. 

Pres.  Green. —  Then  you  propose  to  issue  a 
prospectus  in  due  time,  to  see  what  support  you 
can  get  ? 

Mr.  BowKSR.—  My  present  desire  is,  that  this 
matter  should  be  discussed  as  fully  as  possible  in 
our  meeting  this  year.  Afterward,  as  the  plan 
grows,  steps  will  be  taken  to  send  out  a  pros- 
pectus and  see  what  guarantee  of  subscriptions  we 
could  get.  This  is  on  a  footing  with  the  great 
catalogue  of  1876,  which  was  presented  at  the 
Philadelphia  Exposition  and  was,  in  a  sense,  one 
of  the  results  of  the  feeling  of  national  enterprise 
prevailing  at  that  time.  This  will  come,  in  its 
preparation,  about  the  time  of  the  Columbian 
Exposition,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Dr.  Poole  will  be 
ready  to  have  Chicago  guarantee  about  half  the 
expense  of  the  work.    (Laughter.) 

The  libraries  and  second-hand  booksellers 
ought  to  take  some  pains  to  fill  up  the  omissions 
in  the  American  catalogue  and  then  those  omis- 
sions should  be  included  in  the  second  volume.  I 
think  it  is  of  very  great  importance  to  get  this 
into  shape,  because  it  would  present  a  very  good 
bibliography  of  American  publications  during  the 
time,  except  for  secular  purposes.  Of  course, 
when  you  get  back  of  the  year  1800,  you  have 
trouble,  merely  from  the  number  of  books. 

Mr.  Cutter.— I  hope  the  publications  of 
societies  will  be  entered  in  the  author  caUlog 
as  well  as  in  the  society  list,  and  will  be  included 
in  the  subject  catalog  under  their  proper  sub- 
jects. 

Mr.  BowKER.—  We  have  a  list  of  the  societies 
for  the  third  volume  of  the  American  catalogue, 
but  it  has  been  impossible  to  get  them  in  the  cur- 
rent volume  of  authors.  Entries  should  be  made, 
both  under  authors  and  under  subjects.  Library 
people  should  be  of  assistance  in  stirring  up  the 
societies  to  report.  In  regard  to  the  publications 
of  societies,  there  is  an  utter  absence  of  biblio- 
graphical record,  except  it  is  an  accidental  one  in 
those  few  libraries  which  have  collected  the  pub- 
lications of  the  few  societies  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. 
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Mr.  Cutter.^  1  also  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
found  too  costly,  at  least  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
to  giTe  the  birth  and  death  of  the  author,  and, 
perhaps,  some  slight  biographical  data  by  which 
to  identify  him. 

Mr.  BowKBR.— That  would  be  a  matter  of  great 
cost.  I  suppose  in  the  present  volume  it  will  cost 
two  thousand  dollars,  out  of  the  eight  or  nine,  to 
remedy  deficiencies  in  the  publishers*  lists.  The 
delay  in  holding  type,  altering  proofs,  etc.,  is  an 
enormous  expense  in  the  work  of  cataloging. 

Dr.  Poole. —  This  work  being  begun  so  long 
beforehand,  possibly  some  of  these  matters  can 
be  supplied  in  the  manuscript.  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  this  report,  for  it  looks  like  the  beginning  of 
an  "American  Bibliography,"  which  we  so  much 
want  We  have  nothing  which  compares  with 
the  English  catalogues.  My  objection  to  the 
''American  Catalogue  "  has  always  been  that  it  ia  a 
booksellers*  catalogue.  I  think  the  booksellers* 
feature  ought  to  be  eliminated  altogether.  The 
books  we  want  most  to  know  about  are  the  books 
which  are  rare ;  and  the  principle  of  the  "Ameri- 
can Catalogue "  is  to  omit  books  which  are  not 
for  sale.  After  an  edition  has  run  out  and  cannot 
be  supplied,  the  title  has  not  been  furnished  by 
the  publisher  to  the  "American  Catalogue.**  The 
matter  of  the  selling  of  books  has  nothing  to  do 
with  bibliography.  I  have  printed  several  tracts 
which  have  never  been  on  sale,  but  they  are  none 
the  less  valuable  for  that.  It  has  been  my  prac- 
tice to  print  monographs  and  give  them  away,  and 
then  I  am  sure  to  get  some  good  readers.  I  think 
it  due  to  the  writers  in  this  country  who  print 
books  at  their  own  expense  and  give  them  away, 
that  we  should  have  an  "American  Bibliography." 
We  should  have  one  which  will  be  a  scholar's 
bibliography,  and  not  simply  a  bpokseller*s  cata- 
logue. I  want  the  titles  given  in  a  bibliographical 
way,  and  the  dates  of  publication  given.  The 
dates  are  commonly  omitted  in  the  "American 
Catalogue,**  because  the  booksellers  did  not  want 
it  known  that  the  edition  appeared  a  good  many 
years  ago,  for  fear  that  it  would  not  sell  as  well. 
But  the  date  when  a  book  did  appear  ought  to 
appear  in  the  catalogue.  Now  let  us  have  a  good, 
square,  honest  catalogue,  if  we  are  going  to  have 
an  "American  Bibliography,"  and  not  one  simply 
for  the  selling  of  books.  I  think  this  feature  will 
pay.  I  hope  Mr.  Bowker  will  keep  the  fact  in 
mind,  and  I  believe,  from  what  I  have  heard,  that 
Mr.  Bowker  intends  to  give  us  a  genuine  biblio- 
graphical catalogue. 

Mr.  Bowker.— Mr.  President,  apparently  Mr. 


Poole  has  not  had  much  occasion  to  consult  the 
"  American  catalogue."  Every  effort  was  made  for 
it  to  obtain  the  titles  of  books,  whether  in  print  or 
out  of  print.  Every  effort  was  made  to  procure 
full  bibliographical  data ;  dates  were  given  where 
it  was  possible  to  obtain  them,  and  when  not 
given,  it  was  because  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
them.  There  has  been  every  intention  to  pre- 
serve the  highest  bibliographical  standard  that 
can  be  attained.  If  we  had  waited  until  we  could 
publish  the  catalogue  on  other  than  commercial 
principles,  we  should  not  have  had  it  at  all. 
While  I  pledge  for  myself  the  strongest  en- 
deavor to  reach  the  highest  bibliographical  stan- 
dard and  include  all  the  most  valuable  class  of 
books  of  which  Dr.  Poole  speaks,  I  do  think  that 
there  should  be^some  appreciation  of  the  "Ameri- 
can catalogue**  as  it  exists  at  the  present  time. 

ENDOWMENT. 

Mr.  SouLE  read  a  telegram  just  received  from 
Mr.  Hovcy : 

"  Massachusetts  sends  greetings  and  adds  #500 
more  to  Endowment  Fund." 

president's  address. 

Pres.  Green  then  read  hln  address. 
(Seep.  I.) 

A  recess  of  ten  minutes  was  taken  to  examine 
specimens  of  binding  exhibited  by  Mr.  D.  V.  R. 
Johnston,  of  the  State  Library,  Albany,  New 
York. 

Announcement  was  made  of  visits  to  China- 
town, also  of  visits  to  libraries  Friday  afternoon, 
and  of  the  excursion  on  Saturday  to  Santa  Cms, 
etc 

BINDING. 

Mr.  D.  V.  R.  Johnston  read  his  paper  on 

BINDERS  AND  BINDING  IN  LIBRARIES. 

(Seep.  9.) 

Pres.  Green.— This  subject  is  now  open  for 
discussion. 

Mr.  Bowker.— We  want  to  hear  from  Mr. 
Cutter  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  We  employ  a  binder  —  or 
rather,  we  let  a  room  in  our  building,  at  a  cheap 
rent,  to  a  binder  who  works  for  us  at  contract 
prices.  The  g^ain  to  him  is  low  rent  and  small 
insurance  premium;  to  us  safety  and  quickness, 
the  books  being  bound  in  the  building  and  all  re- 
turned to  us  at  the  end  of  each  month.  In  cases 
of  extra  haste  we  require  return  within  three 
days.    I  have  lately  had  all  books  bound  without 
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any  gilt  bands.  The  lettering  shows  much  better 
in  that  style. 

Dr.  LiNDERFELT.— We  tried  the  different  bind- 
eries in  the  city,  and  have  found  it  impossible  to 
get  work  done  satisfactorily.  The  last  bindery 
had  our  work  for  four  or  five  years.  The  binding 
itself  was  satisfactory,  but  the  difficulty  was  in  the 
slowness  of  the  work.  When  the  question  of  a 
new  building  came  up  our  trustees  wanted  to  do 
the  work  ourselves.  We  began  it  in  June,  pur- 
chasing machinery  of  the  very  best  kind,  for  over 
I700.  Our  old  binder  offered  to  finish  the  work 
quicker  for  an  advance  of  10  per  cent  on  the  price, 
but  we  did  not  accept  his  proposition.  We  had 
not  room  in  the  building,  so  rented  a  room  for 
|2o  a  month.  We  employed  a  workman  as  super- 
intendent at  |i8  a  week,  an  assistant  at  $12, 
two  giris  at  I5  each,  and  one  at  I4  a  week.  We 
will  probably  not  save  any  money,  but  we  get  our 
work  quicker.  They  have  turned  out  200  to  300 
books  a  week.  To  determine  the  difference  in 
cost  between  our  present  method  and  the  old 
way,  we  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of 
books  bound  and  what  they  would  have  cost  by 
the  old  method,  so  that  I  can  lay  before  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  end  of  the  year  a  sutement  of  the  cost 
by  both  methods.  We  have  adopted  sewing  on 
parchment  strips,  and  I  have  yet  to  find  a  single 
book  which  has  broken  the  cover  itself.  That 
binding  is  of  the  very  best  kind. 

I  am  inclined  to  take  exception  to  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Johnston  that  the  roans  are  to  be  dis- 
carded. For  some  time  we  have  used  a  prepara- 
tion of  roan  which  we  get  from  a  Philadelphia 
house,  Schwartz  &  Co.,  which  is  far  superior  to 
any  roan  I  ever  had,  and  just  as  serviceable, 
and  much  cheaper.  We  pay  about  |io  a  dozen 
less  for  them,  and  they  can  be  had  all  colors. 

Mr.  Johnston.— Even  at  that  you  only  save 
about  10  cents  per  volume. 

Mr.  60WKBR.—  Dr.  Linderfelt,  how  much  was 
your  bindery  bill  last  year  ? 

Dr.  Linderfelt.— It  amounted  to  about 
$2,500,  or  not  more  than  $3,000.  Our  intention 
now  is  to  go  thoroughly  through  the  entire  library, 
and  rebind  every  volume  that  needs  it,  before  mov- 
ing to  the  new  building. 

Mr.  BowKBR. —  I  want  to  inquire  from  Mr. 
Cutter  whether  he  had  an  arrangement  with  his 
binder  to  give  the  preference  to  his  work.  At 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  when  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  blank  and  other  work,  the  binder  is 
inclined  to  put  off  his  library  work  for  other  work, 
which   accounts  for  much   of  the   delay.     Any 


arrangement  with  a  binder  should  take  this  into 
consideration. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  We  did  not  make  any  agree- 
ment to  have  preference  in  our  work.  I  put  a 
clause  in  the  contract  that  we  could  terminate  it 
at  a  month's  notice,  at  any  time,  and  that  we 
might  send  as  much  work  as  we  chose,  but  did 
not  bind  ourselves  to  give  him  any  work  at  all. 
Therefore,  if  there  is  any  delay  we  have  an  easy 
remedy,  because  there  are  several  binders  who 
would  like  his  rooms.  Besides,  if  any  schedule  is 
not  returned  by  the  end  of  the  calendar  month, 
he  gets  no  pay  for  it  till  the  end  of  the  next 
month.  As,  like  all  the  binders  whom  I  have 
known,  he  is  in  a  state  of  permanent  impecunios- 
ity,  the  schedules  always  are  sent  up  within  the 
month. 

Mr.  BowKER.  — Did  he  buy  the  plant,  or  did 
you? 

Mr.  Cutter. —  He  owned  the  plant  and  moved 
it  in  from  his  former  rooms.  He  is  an  indepen- 
dent binder  and  he  does  work  for  us  under  con- 
tract, and  for  any  one  else  who  will  employ  him, 
and  as  he  is  one  of  the  best  binders  in  the  dty, 
and  perhaps  the  best,  he  gets  plenty  to  do. 

Mr.  BowKER.—  I  think  that  in  any  town  where 
there  are  private  libraries  the  best  location  for  a 
bindery  would  be  near  the  public  library,  because 
it  would  suggest  to  people  going  into  the  library 
the  convenience  and  advisability  of  having  books 
rebound ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Cutter,  if  applicable  to  large  libraries,  should  not 
be  applicable  to  libraries  in  moderate-size  towns. 

Miss  Tessa  L.  Kelso.—  We  use  ordinary  buff- 
ing mounted  on  tag  board,  and  find  it  very  satis- 
factory and  very  cheap.  It  is  flexible  and  people 
enjoy  using  it.  We  have  used  it  for  two  years. 
The  binder  told  me  of  a  thing  which  has  helped 
wonderfully;  bending  a  book  at  three  or  four 
places  and  bringing  a  great  pressure  to  bear  upon 
it  I  have  found  this  to  save  half  our  binding  of 
fiction  and  current  periodicals,  breaking  them  be- 
fore they  go  on  to  the  shelf. 

Mr.  Johnston.—  A  good  fall  may  break  flexible 
work.  Buffing  is  very  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but 
it  is  an  uncertain  leather  to  use. 

Miss  Kelso. —  It  is  cheap. 

Mr.  Johnston. —  It  is  better  than  roan  or 
skives,  but  I  think  if  in  the  place  of  that  buffing 
you  should  use  morocco  or  half  duck,  you  will  get 
much  more  satisfactory  results.  Dr.  Linderfelt*s 
roan  is  buffing. 

Dr.  Linderfelt. —  I  use  silver  for  lettering 
instead  of  gilt,  and  find  it  chei^r. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SECOND  SESSION. 


85 


Mr.  Johnston. —  But  the  amount  of  gilt  on  a 
book  is  a  very  trifling  matter;  a  leaf  of  Vallou's 
best  gold  costs  hardly  a  cent,  and  you  would  not 
use  that  much.  I  have  never  seen  library  books 
m  silver.  I  have  seen  it  used  on  cream  tinted 
fancy  work.  It  makes  a  handsome  book,  but  you 
cannot  read  the  title. 

Miss  Sherman. —  Before  this  question  is 
closed  I  would  like  to  ask  for  a  satisfactory  way 
of  mounting  plates,  so  that  they  will  be  neither 
clumsy  nor  destroyed.  Do  any  librarians  mount 
plates  ? 

Miss  Kelso. —  We  have  art  plates,  ordinary 
supplements  which  come  with  the  Graphic^  and 
so  on,  which  we  want  to  circulate  in  the  schools 
for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  The  teachers  some- 
times paste  a  strip  of  adhesive  library  paper  over 
the  corner  and  hang  them  up  on  the  wall. 

Miss  Sherman. — I  mean  art  plates. 

Mr.  Johnston. — The  only  things  I  know 
about  are  charts,  which  are  mounted  on  cambric. 

Miss  Sherman. —  We  mount  them  on  card- 
board, so  that  they  can  be  carried  through  the 
streets.  They  are  clumsy,  but  they  last,  and  I 
know  of  no  other  way. 

Mr.  Whelpley  described  at  length  the  method 
of  binding  in  CincinnatL  We  have,  he  said,  a 
binder  who  gives  the  utmost  satisfaction,  both  as 
to  time  and  to  quality  of  work.  He  is  the  son  of 
an  old  German  bookbinder  who  came  to  our  city 
forty  years  ago,  and  made  library  work  his  busi- 
ness, and  trained  his  boy  to  help  him.  This  son, 
now  a  man  with  a  family,  knows  exactly  when 
and  how  to  bind  the  library  books,  and  all  about 
putting  on  titles  without  being  told.  We  can  get 
our  books  bound  in  two  weeks  if  we  want  them. 

NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Hill's  report  on  the  Library  School  was 
read  by  Dr.  Wire. 

As  Mr.  Lamed  and  Miss  Coe,  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  were  unable  to  attend  this 
meeting,  you  must  be  content  with  only  one-third 
of  a  report. 

The  Library  School  is  no  longer  an  experiment. 
It  has  been  inactive  operation  for  five  years,  open- 
ing its  doors  Jan.  5,  1887,  and  it  is  time  to  look  back 
upon  its  record,  and  see  if  the  result  aimed  at  by 
its  founder  and  instructors  has  been  secured ;  and 
what  is  of  greater  importance,  learn,  if  we  can, 
whether  trustees  and  librarians  have  been  benefited 
by  its  establishment. 

Some  of  you  possibly  will  not  agree  with  me  as 
to  the  worth  of  the   school,  but  my  estimate  is 


made  up  from  visits,  questions,  and  trial  of  several 
graduates. 

It  was  my  intention  to  give  a  short  sketch  of 
the  institution,  but  the  new  circular  issued  by  the 
director  gives  all  necessary  information,  and  re- 
lieves me  of  that  duty. 

Very  briefly  I  will  state  a  few  facts.  The  school 
was  opened  Jan.  5,  1887,  with  twenty  students. 
The  course  extended  over  four  months.  The 
school  opens  this  fall  with  thirty-five  members. 

For  three  years  the  school  was  under  the  fos- 
tering care  of  Columbia  College,  but  after  the 
election  of  Mr.  Dewey  to  the  secretaryship  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  it  was  trans- 
ferred, by  agreement  between  the  Columbia  trus- 
tees and  the  regents  of  the  University,  to  the 
State  Library  at  Albany. 

Here  in  October,  1889,  it  began  the  fourth  year 
of  its  existence. 

During  the  three  years  at  Columbia  no  entrance 
examinations  were  held,  but  since  the  removal  to 
Albany  candidates  have  been  examined  in  litera- 
ture, language,  and  general  information.  At  the 
last  examination  Tuesday,  9  June,  1891,  thirty- 
two  questions  were  asked.  From  October,  1889, 
through  June,  189 1,  sixty-one  persons  were  ex- 
amined, each  having  taken  from  one  to  nineteen 
examinations.  Of  this  number  thirty-five  failed 
in  one  or  more  studies.  In  June,  1891,  twenty- 
four  took  the  entrance  examinations  and  twelve 
failed  to  pass. 

Nine  of  the  twelve  tried  again  in  September. 
Since  June  all  applicants  have  been  told  that  the 
entering  class  for  1 891  is  already  full,  and  their 
only  chance  of  entering  this  year  is  from  vacancies 
which  may  occur.  This  year  entrance  examina- 
tions have  been  held  in  twelve  places  in  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  New  York,  Illinois, 
and  Michigan. 

Graduating  exercises  were  held  for  the  first 
time  Wednesday,  8  July,  1891. 

The  school  now  occupies  four  rooms,  a  gain  of 
two  over  last  year. 

The  faculty  consists  of  eight  regular  instructors 
and  twenty  non-resident  lecturers. 

That  there  was  need  of  just  such  a  school  is 
shown  from  the  fact  that  of  all  the  graduates  who 
wanted  library  positions,  only  one  failed. 

The  last  few  years  have  seen  such  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  libraries  and  improvement  in 
methods  of  managing  them,  that  trained  assistants 
have  become  a  necessity. 

The  most  perplexing  task  of  a  chief  librarian  is 
to  teach  beginners — to  take  such  material  as  the 
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trustees  see  fit  to  give  him,  and  try  to  mould  it  to 
the  proper  library  standard. 

Happily  this  state  of  things  is  fast  passing 
away,  and  the  selection  of  assistants  is  being  left 
more  and  more  to  the  librarian.  The  A.  L.  A. 
Library  School  helps  us  out  by  doing  away  with 
the  necessity  for  individual  schools. 

I  recall  the  remark  of  a  distinguished  craftsman 
who  said  that  he  could  fill  his  library  with  men 
and  women  anxious  to  learn  the  work,  and  willing 
to  serve  months  without  pay;  but  his  answer 
always  was  the  same:  "I  haven't  the  time  to 
give  to  such  labor.** 

Let  us  see  what  the  school  does. 

1.  It  offers  the  aspirants  for  library  honors  the 
same  opportunities  granted  the  lawyer,  the  doc- 
tor, the  minister,  each  in  his  chosen  profession. 
The  students  have  a  well-defined  purpose  in  view 
and  intend  to  carry  it  out. 

2.  It  brings  together  those  who  are  completely 
interested  in  the  subject.  The  very  elect  go  there. 
No  drones  are  admitted,  or,  if  they  do  get  in, 
soon  find  the  pace  too  fast  and  quietly  retire. 

3.  It  starts  and  educates  the  pupils  in  the  right 
way,  and  prepares  them  for  the  real  work  which 
begins  in  the  library  proper. 

4.  The  course  of  training  gives  the  pupils  an  in* 
sight  into  the  most  approved  methods  of  manage- 
ment and  systems  of  classification  adopted  by  the 
larger  libraries  in  the  country;  and  by  occa- 
sional visits  to  the  library  centres  they  are  enabled 
to  see  how  the  work  is  carried  on.  And  so  when 
the  graduates  go  forth  they  are  not  wedded  to  one 
particular  theory,  but  are  prepared  to  grasp  any. 
I  am  aware  that  some  librarians  prefer  to  train 
their  own  assistants,  feeling  sure  then  that  they 
will  be  brought  up  in  the  way  they  should  go.  In 
the  long  run  this  may  pay,  but  I  doubt  it.  Excep- 
tions only  prove  the  rule.  If  I  had  my  way  every 
recruit  should  come  from  another  library  or  the 
Library  School,  in  order  that  new  ideas  might  be 
brought  in,  fresh  inspiration  infused  into  the  old 
soldiers,  and  a  higher  standard  set  for  their  emu- 
lation. 

Just  as  one  returns  from  a  conference  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  quickened  by  the  intercourse  with  brother 
librarians,  and  ready  to  keep  in  line  with  all  that 
is  best  in  library  work. 

5.  It  keeps  librarians  and  assistants  on  their 
mettle  all  the  time.  They  don't  want  the  school 
to  get  ahead  of  them.  One  good  Library  School 
girl  will  pot  more  snap  into  a  staff  than  any 
amount  of  scolding,  flattery,  or  A.  L.  A.  confer- 
ence. 


6.  It  places  library  work  on  a  more  elevated 
plane,  by  making  of  it  a  recognized  science. 

7.  It  teaches  trustees  and  the  public  to  have 
greater  respect  for  the  calling  of  a  librarian;  for 
they  find  at  the  school  not  mere  enthusiasts,  bat 
earnest,  thoughtful,  far-seeing  students  fully  alive 
to  the  requirements  of  the  times,  and  prepared  to 
enter  whole-souled  into  this  great  educational 
work. 

8.  It  shows  trustees  where  they  can  find  compe- 
tent employees.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  isn't 
good  material  in  the  libraries  today ;  but  I  do  con- 
tend that  there  is  a  surplus  of  poor  stock  among 
us,  and  whatever  can  be  done  to  improve  the 
quality  merits  approval. 

9.  It  has  resulted  in  giving  to  new  libraries 
trained  and  competent  people,  who  could  lay  a 
good  foundation  and  build  upon  it;  and  where  a 
Library  School  pupil  has  been  pot  in  charge  of  an 
oid  library  better  service  has  been  the  outcome. 

10.  Wherever  its  existence  is  known  would-be 
applicants  are  deterred  from  becoming  candi- 
dates. Boards  of  trustees  now  recognixe  the  fact 
that  local  talent  is  not  always  the  best.  Really, 
the  people  do  not  care  whether  or  no  an  employee 
is  a  resident — what  they  want  is  the  service. 
Trustees  no  longer  find  it  necessary  to  select  a 
local  candidate  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs.  They 
can  look  only  to  the  good  of  the  library. 

The  time  will  come,  and  that  soon,  when  trus- 
tees will  no  more  think  of  taking  an  inexperi- 
enced person  for  librarian  or  assistant,  than  they 
would  of  engaging  the  services  of  a  mining  engi- 
neer to  erect  their  building.  Before  the  school 
was  established  trustees  seldom  thought  of  going 
outside  the  dty  for  library  help.  They  felt  they 
must  select  some  local  man  or  woman.  Times 
are  better  now. 

Finally:  Every  graduate  is  a  living  example  of 
the  usefulness  of  the  Library  School. 

Rapid  strides  have  been  taken  since  1887. 
Every  year  adds  to  its  reputation,  and  in  this 
success  librarians  rejoice.  The  school  has  settled 
down  to  staid,  definite  work.  The  hurry  and 
drive,  accompanied  by  high  nervous  tension,  arc 
gone.  There  is  still  plenty  of  interest  and  enthu- 
siasm left,  but  one  no  longer  notices  that  attempt 
to  do  too  much  in  a  short  time.  This  year  the 
instructors,  not  the  pupils,  seem  to  be  the  ones 
who  need  restraint 

From  inquiries  made  of  other  librarians,  sup- 
ported by  my  own  experience,  it  is  conclusively 
proven  that  the  pupils,  as  a  rule,  underrate  rather 
than  overrate  their  own  ability. 
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A  few  words  in  the  way  of  criticism :  If  iny- 
thing,  the  entrance  examinations  are  too  severe. 
Perhaps  not  too  much  so  to  secure  the  best 
material ;  but  it  seems  to  me  just  as  good  results 
might  be  obtained  with  a  little  lower  standard. 
For  instance,  applicants  who  have  had  library 
experience,  and  appear  to  be  imbued  with  the 
**  proper  library  spirit,"  might  be  taken  on  trial 
even  though  they  fail  to  pass  the  examinations, 
for  it  isn't  always  the  best  educated  person  who 
makes  the  best  librarian.  It  is  quite  as  necessary 
to  know  how  to  meet  and  treat  people  who  visit 
the  library  as  to  know  books ;  and  the  former  is 
as  hard  for  some  to  learn  as  is  the  latter  for 
others.    A  happy  medium  is  desirable. 

The  pupils  should  not  be  rushed.  It  were  bet- 
ter  to  lengthen  the  course  and  not  make  them 
think  they  can  learn  everything  in  two  years.  It 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  old  library  hand 
were  taught  as  some  libraries  prefer  the  written 
to  the  printed  card. 

To  librarians  I  would  say :  Steer  clear  of  the 
Library  School  unless  you  are  as  enthusiastic  as 
the  instructors  and  pupils,  and  are  fully  pre- 
pared to  answer  all  manner  of  questions. 

It  is  a  mistake  that  the  name  of  the  school 
should  be  confined  to  a  single  State ;  and  I  hope 
the  Board  of  Regents  having  control  of  the  school 
will  consent  to  drop  the  words  New  York  Sute 
from  the  title,  and  let  it  be  known  as  "  The  Library 
School." 

In  my  judgment  the  school  is  here  to  stay,  and 
will  continue  to  increase  in  usefulness  until  it  shall 
be  recognized  and  accepted  by  the  great  brother- 
hood of  librarians  and  the  community  at  large,  as 
the  most  powerful  agent  in  shaping  successful 
library  workers.  Frank  P.  Hill. 

BROOKLYN  LIBRARY  TRAINING  CLASS. 

Miss  Plummbr  was  called  on  by  the  President 
for  an  account  of  her  training  classes  in  Brooklyn. 
She  was  out  of  the  room,  but  has  since  furnished 
the  following  report : 

These  classes  were  started  in  1890,  in  response 
to  a  well-defined  and  frequently  expressed  need. 
People  came  to  them  who  could  not  afford  the 
longer  time  or  the  greater  expense  of  the  Library 
School,  who  could  not,  in  some  cases,  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  school  advantages  for  lack  of 
college  education,  who  were  satisfied  to  learn  the 
system  of  cataloging,  or  the  technical  processes 
of  the  Pratt  Institute  Library  only,  and  who  did 
not  feel  at  finishing  that  their  brief  training  en- 
titled them  to  such  positions  as  the  Library  School 
graduates  may  justly  hope  for  after  their  longer, 


broader,  and  more  arduous  course.  As  in  the 
Library  School,  a  majority  of  the  students  were 
young  women.  The  instructors  were  all  members 
of  the  Library  staff,  each  of  whom  took  charge  of 
the  training  class  when  it  entered  her  peculiar 
province,  while  the  two  cataloging  classes,  which 
were  quite  distinct  from  the  other,  were  under  one 
person's  charge  throughout  the  year. 

The  course  begins  in  November,  and  consists 
of  two  terms,  each  three  months  long,  during 
which  instruction  and  practice-hours  alternate.  A 
third  term,  called  the  apprenticeship  term,  is  given 
to  those  whose  reeord  has  been  most  satisfactory. 

No  d^ree  or  certificate  is  given  as  yet,  but  the 
library  consents  to  act  as  reference,  and  to  recom- 
mend for  positions  those  of  the  students  whose 
work  has  been  praiseworthy,  and  who  seem  fitted 
in  other  ways  as  well  for  library  work. 

The  cataloguing  classes  use  the  A.  L.  A.  rules 
as  authority,  with  Cutter's  rules  for  reference. 

The  training  classes  begin  their  course  with  les- 
sons in  the  library  hand,  after  which  the  class 
takes  up  the  library  processes  in  systematic  order, 
beginning  with  the  order  department  and  follow- 
ing a  book  through  its  course  into  the  hands  of 
the  borrower  and  back  again. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  is  as 
follows : — Library  hand,  order  department  work, 
accession  work,  classification,  finding-list  rules, 
alphabeting,  shelf-listing,  preparation  for  the 
shelves,  stock-Uking,  bindmg  and  rebinding, 
reading-room  work,  keeping  of  statistics,  care  of 
supplies,  desk-work  throughout  both  terms,  refer- 
ence work  and  bibliography,  English  composition, 
and  English  literature.  Desk-work  includes  regis- 
tration and  circulation. 

A  simple  entrance  examination,  to  test  the  gen- 
eral information  of  applicants,  is  now  held  at  the 
beginning  of  each  school  year. 

Some  very  good  material  has  offered  for  these 
classes,  and  in  all  cases  where  a  more  advanced 
course  has  been  practicable  and  the  student  could 
profiubly  go  further,  the  Library  School  has  been 
recommended. 

Two  rooms  have  been  fitted  up  during  the  sum- 
mer for  the  use  of  the  classes,  and  all  work  is  done 
in  these  rooms  that  can  be  carried  on  there  to  ad- 
vantage. Shelves  and  blackboards,  desks  with 
lids,  and  other  appliances  make  the  rooms  very 
convenient,  though  the  space  is  pretty  well  occu- 
pied when  the  whole  class  is  in  attendance. 

AMHBRST  SUMMBR  LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Flbtchxr  gave  an  account  of  his  library 
school. 
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SAI^  FRANC/SCO  CONFERENCE. 


The  course  in  library  economy  at  the  Amherst 
Summer  School  was  held  this  year  in  response  to 
a  demand  from  several  quarters  for  a  brief  course 
calculated  to  give  beginners  in  library  work,  or 
the  librarians  of  small  libraries  who  have  not  been 
brought  in  contact  with  modem  improved 
methods,  enough  instruction  in  such  methods  to 
answer  their  immediate  demands.  Two  hours  a 
day,  five  days  a  week  for  five  weeks,  were  given  to 
instruction  and  two  hours  a  day  to  practice.  Each 
afternoon  one  hour  was  devoted  to  instruction  in 
cataloging,  and  one  hour  to  other  branches  of 
library  work,  the  twenty-five  hours  proving  suffi- 
cient time  to  go  through  pretty  nearly  all  depart- 
ments. In  the  forenoon,  two  hours  daily  were 
given  to  practice  following  the  instruction  of  the 
previous  day.  The  instruction  in  cataloging  was 
given  by  reading  aloud  from  Cutter's  rules  and 
giving  a  running  comment  with  constant  reference 
to  Linderfelt's  and  Perkins'  rules.  The  work 
done  in  cataloging  for  practice  was  also  criticised 
each  day  by  myself  (I  was  sole  instructor),  for  the 
benefit  of  the  class. 

There  were  eleven  in  the  class  during  the  entire 
time  besides  three  others  who  attended  one  week 
each  for  special  work.  As  to  results,  I  can  only 
say  that  they  seemed  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 
Three  members  of  the  class  expressed  a  desire 
and  some  intention  to  attend  the  library  school  at 
Albany,  the  brief  course  having  awakened  an 
appetite  for  a  thorough  training  such  as  the 
school  can  give.  All  apparently  felt  that  they 
were  greatly  profited  by  the  course  and  abundantly 
repaid  for  the  time  they  had  spent. 

Miss  IIewins.—  I  was  at  the  Amherst  School 
from  the  first  week,  and  want  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  influence  it  has  on  the  librarians  of  small 
libraries.  Most  of  the  class  had  had  experience 
in  small  libraries  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
and  other  places.  They  were  people  who  did  not 
know  a  shelf  list  from  an  accession  book,  and  had 
very  few  ideas  about  catalog  cards.  It  was  rev- 
elation to  them  when  they  found  library  work 
could  be  done  in  a  systematic  manner,  and  when 
they  learned  what  could  be  done  in  library  work 
in  a  thorough  way,  it  was  like  going  to  a  new 
world  for  them. 

r^/i?/?  SESS/OAT. 

(TUESDAY    KVENING,    OCT.    1 3.) 
IMPORTANCE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
8  o'clock,  and  said  that  it  would  be  addressed  by 
visiting  and  California  librarians  on  the  subject  of 


the  value  of  public  libraries,  and  the  importance 
of  providing  facilities  needful  in  order  that  good 
work  may  be  done  in  them. 

Dr.  Pools.—  If  this  meeting  had  been  held  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  or  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  or 
even  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  the  subject  which 
has  been  given  us  tonight — "The  Value  of  Public 
Libraries  to  Communities"  —  would  be  a  very 
simple  one  to  treat;  for  in  those  communities 
they  do  not  exist,  and  I  have  never  heard  that 
they  were  wanted  there.  But  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  in  the  communities  represented  here 
by  delegates  from  the  Eastern  States,  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  seems  a  good  deal  like  the 
treatment  of  an  axiom.  We  all  cordially  admit, 
without  discussion,  that  the  whole  of  a  thing  is 
greater  than  a  part.  It  was  also  ascertained  in 
New  England  250  years  ago,  and  has  since  been 
regarded  as  an  axiom,  that  public  schools  and 
general  education  were  good  for  communities, 
and  more  economical  than  general  ignorance.  It 
was  further  discovered  by  New  England  people 
more  than  forty  years  ago  that  public  libraries, 
maintained  by  municipal  taxation,  supplemented 
the  work  of  the  public  schools,  and  were  also 
good  for  communities.  It  was  my  fortune  to  take 
up  library  work  in  a  college  society  library  of 
10,000  volumes  forty-five  years  ago,  before  the 
principle  of  public  libraries  was  discovered.  I 
have  been  in  library  work  ever  since,  and  have 
been  conversant  with  the  progress  since  made. 

There  was  in  1847  little  or  no  interest  in  libra- 
ries. It  was  not  known  how  many  libraries  there 
were  in  the  country,  or  how  many  books  the  larger 
libraries  had.  In  fact,  there  were  no  statistics  on 
the  subject ;  no  treatises  on  library  management ; 
no  practical  works  on  bibliography;  and  there 
was  no  one  who  had  studied  library  administra- 
tion scientifically  and  could  impart  information  to 
learners.  It  might  be  called  the  pre-historic  age 
of  libraries.  The  average  librarian  then  was  usu- 
ally a  keeper  of  books  —  that  is,  one  who  did  not 
allow  them  to  get  away,  and  kept  as  many  persons 
as  possible  from  using  them.  He  was  commonly 
a  college  professor  who  could  not  teach,  a  minis- 
ter who  could  not  preach,  or  a  physician  who  had 
no  patients.  The  salaries  paid  were  very  small. 
Being  a  college  studSnt  I  took  the  position  for  the 
purpose  of  being  in  contact  with  books,  and  not 
for  the  pay,  which  the  first  year  was  thirty  dollars. 
The  second  year  I  was  promoted  to  be  full  librae 
rian,  and  I  think  my  salary  was  raised  to  fifty 
dollars.  They  were  the  two  most  profitable  years 
I  have  spent  in  libraries ;  for  I  had  the  opportunity 
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to  work  out  alone  the  main  problems  of  library 
administration,  with  no  books  on  the  subject  to 
read,  and  no  person  about  me  to  whom  I  could  go 
for  advice  or  information. 

The  year  1848  is  a  sort  of  era  in  the  history  of 
American  libraries.  John  Jacob  Astor  then  died 
in  New  York  city,  and  by  his  will  founded  the 
Astor  Library,  the  first  free  reference  library  in  the 
United  States.  He  gave  it  #400,000,  which  was 
then  thought  to  be  an  immense  sum,  and  for  that 
time  it  was  so.  George  Peabody,  Walter  L.  New- 
berry, John  Crerar,  and  Andrew  Carnegie  have 
since  given  their  millions.  In  the  splendid  gift  of 
Mr.  Sutro,  San  Francisco  will  have  a  noble  refer- 
ence library  during  the  lifetime  of  the  donor.  It 
would  be  well  if  all  public-spirited  men  of  wealth, 
who  intend  to  make  such  gifts  in  their  wills,  would 
follow  Mr.  Sutro's  example  and  do  it  while  living. 
The  tidal  wave  of  benefactions  for  libraries  is  on, 
and  will  rise  higher.  Such  gifts  usually  come  in 
pairs.  Mr.  Newberry's  gift  of  three  millions  to 
Chicago  was  followed  by  Mr.  Crerar's  with 
another  three  millions.  Some  San  Francisco  cititen 
will  doubtless  duplicate,  and  perhaps  exceed,  Mr. 
Sutro's  gift.  The  endowment  of  a  great  public 
library  is  now  ascertained  to  be  the  straight  path- 
way to  heaven.  Some  years  ago  there  always 
appeared  in  the  will  of  a  rich  man  or  woman, 
who  died  in  Boston,  a  legacy  to  Harvard  College, 
and  another  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital. Much  of  this  money  now  goes  to  libraries 
and  to  the  erection  of  memorial  library  buildings. 

I  was  speaking  before  this  digression  of  what 
had  happened  of  importance  concerning  the 
library  interests  of  the  country  in  1848.  Profes- 
sor Charles  C.  Jewett,  who  had  been  the  librarian 
of  Brown  University,  was  then  appointed  librarian 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  and  his  is  about 
the  only  name,  with  a  reputation  as  a  librarian, 
which  comes  down  to  us  from  the  pre-historic 
period.  Under  his  guidance  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  which  has  since  changed  its  functions, 
assumed  the  same  relations  to  the  libraries  of  the 
country  which  the  Bureau  of  Education  now 
holds.  He  went  about  collecting  and  arranging 
the  statistics  of  the  libraries  of  the  United  States ; 
and  his  valuable  report  he  printed  in  1850.  It 
was  then  knoVh  for  the  first  time  what  libraries 
there  were  in  the  country,  their  origin,  history,  and 
contents. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  1848  was 
the  initiatory  step  taken  which  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  the  first 
free  library  in  the  world  supported  by  municipal 


taxation  and  administered  for  the  benefit  of  every 
class  of  citizens.  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  then  Mayor 
of  Boston,  conceived  the  idea  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  to  allow  the  city  to  raise  money  by 
taxation  for  creating  and  supporting  a  public 
library;  and  the  authority  was  granted.  Subse- 
quent legislation  extended  the  right  to  all  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  State.  Similar  legislation 
followed  in  other  States  and  in  England;  and  the 
public  library  has  become  as  universal  and  as 
beneficent  as  the  public  school.  The  first  edition 
of  the  Index  to  Periodical  Literature,  prepared  by 
a  student  in  Yale  College,  was  printed  in  1848, 
and  was  the  precursor  of  much  voluntary  and  sim- 
ilar bibliographical  contributions  done  by  librari- 
ans for  the  benefit  of  students. 

In  Prof.  Jewett's  report  of  1850  on  the  libraries 
of  the  United  States,  several  which  are  now 
among  the  largest  do  not  appear,  for  they  did  not 
exist.  The  Library  of  Congress,  now  with  more 
than  600,000  volumes,  then  had  50,000;  and  a  few 
months  later  a  fire  occurred  in  the  building  and 
burnt  up  30,000  of  these.  The  great  library  of 
the  country  then  was  that  of  Harvard  College  with 
84,200  volumes.  The  Philadelphia  Library  Com- 
pany came  next  with  60,200,  then  Yale  College 
with  50,481,  and  Boston  Athenaeum  with  50,000. 
Of  libraries  containing  1,000  volumes  or  more 
there  were  432,  and  containing  less  than  1,000, 
271.  Excluding  public  school  libraries,  the  whole 
number  was  694,  and  the  aggregate  number  of 
volumes  2,201,632.  The  last  report  on  libraries 
by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  1885,  gives  the 
whole  number  5,338,  and  the  aggregate  number  of 
volumes  20,622,076.  This  brief  retrospect  shows 
the  enormous  development  of  interest  in  libraries 
during  the  past  forty  years  and  growing  apprecia- 
tion of  their  value  in  intelligent  communities. 
The  intelligence  of  communities  is  now  measured 
largely  by  its  libraries  and  other  facilities  for 
popular  education.  The  large  number  and  the 
excellent  administration  of  public  libraries  in 
California  are  among  the  most  pleasant  and,  I 
must  confess,  surprising  incidents  I  have  met 
with  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  We,  the  visitors  from 
the  Eastern  States,  have  little  we  can  tell  which 
will  be  new  to  our  brethren  in  California. 

I  understand  that  one  library  building  is  now  in 
process  of  construction,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  others  in  San  Francisco.  I  am  told,  also, 
that  the  views  of^Eastern  librarians  on  this  subject 
are  desired,  and  that  tomorrow  forenoon  the' 
methods  of  construction  will  be  discussed.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  intend  this  evening  to  go  into  the 
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matter  of  specific  plans,  but  will  venture  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  a  general  nature.  My 
first  remark  is  that  in  putting  up  a  library  bulled 
ing  we  should  use  common  sense.  The  sense  used 
is  too  often  '* uncommon  sense.**  The  board  or. 
committee  do  not  go  about  the  work  as  they  would 
if  they  were  building  anything  else.  Their  ten- 
dency is  to  put  up  an  architectural  monument  or 
a  memorial  of  somebody  or  something,  or  a  show 
structure,  when  what  is  wanted  is  a  library  build- 
ing. These  men,  if  they  were  a  committee  to  erect 
a  mercantile  block,  a  church,  or  a  theatre,  would 
use  common  sense;  for  these  structures  are 
intended  for  a  specific,  practical  purpose,  and  can- 
not be  trifled  with.  So  has  a  library  building  a 
specific,  practical  purpose,  and  ought  not  to  be 
trifled  with.  When  a  sensible  man  intends  to 
build  a  house  and  has  selected  his  lot,  he  decides 
about  how  much  money  he  will  put  into  it,  and, 
taking  his  wife  into  consultation,  they  decide  how 
many  rooms  they  will  want  for  their  family,  pres- 
ent and  prospective,  and  their  visitors.  They 
decide  on  the  size  and  location  of  the  rooms,  and 
as  many  other  details  as  occur  to  them  concerning 
the  interior  construction  and  arrangement.  They 
are  then  ready  to  consult  an  architect  who  will 
group  and  artistically  harmonize  their  preferences, 
give  suggestions  as  to  elevations,  etc.  This  is  pre- 
cisely the  common  sense  which  ought  to  be  used 
in  constructing  a  library  building.  The  interior 
of  the  building  ought  first  to  be  considered,  and 
every  detail  concerning  the  present  and  future 
wants  of  the  library  should  be  thoroughly  studied 
and  decided  upon  before  a  thought  is  given  to  ele- 
vations or  fa9ades.  The  librarian  should  be  first 
taken  into  consulution,  and  he  will  furnish  the 
committee  with  the  information  which  will  enable 
them  to  decide  with  reference  to  future  growth, 
how  much  space  will  be  needed  for  the  storage  of 
books,  how  much  for  the  delivery-room,  the  refer- 
ence reading-room,  the  periodical  reading-room, 
the  librarian's  room,  the  rooms  for  administrative 
work,  etc  The  librarian  will  base  his  estimates 
on  the  space  now  occupied  and  the  prospective 
growth  of  the  library  for  at  least  twenty-five, 
or,  what  is  better,  fifty  years.  An  architect  can- 
not supply  this  information,  and  no  one  except  the 
librarian  can,  for  he  knows  all  the  conditions  of 
the  library  and  of  its  growth.  If  the  building  is 
intended  to  be  permanent,  the  committee  should 
consider  how  and  where  it  can  be  enlarged  in 
future  years ;  for  it  is  the  inevitable  law  of  libra- 
ries to  outgrow  any  limits  which  may  be  assigned 
them. 


After  these  questions  have  been  decided,  it  is 
time  to  call  in  the  architect.  Hitherto  there  has 
been  nothing  for  him  to  do.  Now  he  has  work  to 
do.  The  plans  and  sketches  of  the  committee  and 
librarian  will  be  crude,  and  the  rooms  may  not  be 
grouped  in  the  best  manner.  They  are  to  be  har- 
monized and  expressed  in  artbtic  drafts,  and  plans 
for  beating  and  lighting  and  ventilation  supplied, 
as  well  as  the  elevations.  The  trouble  with  many 
library  buildings,  which  have  resulted  in  failures, 
has  been  that  the  work  was  begun  at  the  wrong 
end — upon  the  elevations  and  fa9ade,  instead  of 
the  interior  of  the  structure.  Committees,  whose 
chief  interest  consists  in  having  a  showy  and 
artistic  front,  are  usually  responsible  for  the  error. 

Now,  if  you  have  an  "  art  crank  *'  in  this  city, 
pray  keep  him  off  a  library  building  committee. 
Perhi^s  I  ought  to  explain  what  I  mean  by  an 
"  art  crank.*'  I  do  not  mean  a  man  who  loves  art, 
for  all  educated  and  cultured  men  and  women  love 
art ;  but  I  mean  a  man  with  very  little  brains  who 
loves  art  in  the  abstract,  without  any  reference  to 
time,  occasion,  or  fitness  of  things.  He  talks 
loudly  about  art,  and  judges  everything  by  its 
artistic  qualities.  He  visits  Italy  and  sees  a  beauti- 
ful palace  of  the  Florentine  renaissance  style,  and 
he  admires  it.  .  He  would  like  such  a  building  for 
a  library  in  San  Francisco,  it  is  so  lovely  1  He 
could  sit  up  nights  and  look  at  it  by  the  light  of 
the  moon.  And  why  not  ?  Confessedly  it  looks 
well  where  it  is,  and  why  would  it  not  answer  for 
a  library  in  San  Francisco  ?  The  conditions  are 
different.  The  admirer  has  given  no  attention  to 
what  is  inside  the  building  or  its  adaptation  for  a 
library,  and  has  considered  only  the  fa9ade.  The 
structure  was  erected  several  centuries  ago,  when 
revolutions  and  mobs  were  of  common  occurrence 
in  Italy,  and  hence  the  first  story  was  built  with 
very  few  and  very  small  windows.  In  Paris  the 
same  construction  is  seen  in  the  old  buildings. 
The  first  story  of  fashionable  residences,  which 
with  us  is  the  most  valuable,  is  there  the  quarters 
of  the  servants  and  scullions.  The  f  anuly  live  in 
the  stories  above.  The  first  story  was  intended 
simply  for  fortification  and  protection.  When  the 
mob  appeared,  the  gate  and  iron  screens  were  let 
down  and  the  place  was  closed  up. 

This  is  the  plan  of  the  new  public  library  building 
on  Copley  square  in  Boston,  and  the  one  which 
some  art  enthusiasts  in  that  dty  are  admiring  and 
worshiping.  The  plan  was  not  taken  directly  from 
Italy,  but  second-hand  from  the  Ste.  Genevieve 
Library  in  Paris.  Abstractly,  and  as  a  production 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  facade  is  pretty;  but 
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how  strmngely  it  looks  where  it  is,  and  for  the  par- 
pose  of  being  used  as  a  public  library,  with  those 
few  and  small  windows  in  the  first  story,  and  in  a 
peaceful  community  where  there  are  no  mobs,  and 
no  occasion  to  fortify  libraries  t  The  first  requi- 
site in  a  public  library  is  light,  and  all  the  light 
that  can  be  had.  Nothing  in  architecture  is  truly 
beautiful  which  is  not  appropriate,  reasonable,  and 
useful.  The  error  has  occurred  through  a  mis- 
taken love  of  art,  and  ignoring  the  advice  of  libra- 
rians, one  "art  crank"  will  cause  you  much 
trouble.  If  you  have  one  in  San  Francisco,  bottle 
him  up  until  your  plans  are  made.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Flxtcher. — Perhaps  the  first  feeling  that 
is  natural  to  one  of  us,  coming  across  the  conti- 
nent, and  undertaking  to  say  a  word  about  public 
libraries  is  a  feeling  of  caution.  We  ought  to  re- 
member that  we  are  a  long  way  from  home.  I  am 
reminded  of  an  incident  that  occurred  in  one  of 
our  towns  near  Boston.  A  clergyman  who  had 
occasion  to  preach  away  from  home  took  a  written 
sermon  which  he  had  already  delivered  at  home, 
and  did  not  take  the  precaution  to  read  it  over  care- 
fully before  going  into  the  other  pulpit ;  so,  when 
he  came  in  the  course  of  his  sermon,  to  describe 
the  evils  that  would  befall  young  men  going  into 
bad  ways,  he  said,  with  a  good  deal  of  earnest- 
ness, **I  would  sooner  have  a  son  of  mine  an 
inmate  of  yonder  institution,  than  that  he  should 
fall  into  these  courses, "  when  he  suddenly  real- 
ized that  he  was  pointing  in  the  direction  of  the 
theological  seminary,  his  remarks  having  been  in- 
tended to  refer  to  the  insane  asylum  near  his  own 
church.  It  would  not  do  for  one  of  us  to  come 
with  a  sermon  prepared  for  the  longitude  of  Bos- 
ton and  deliver  it  here.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  to  be  careful  not  to  go  to  the  other  extreme. 
Perhaps,  some  of  us  came  here  like  missionaries 
to  the  heathen ;  if  there  is  anybody  #ith  such 
ideas  among  us  he  has  had  the  conceit  pretty  well 
taken  out  of  him,  coming  into  your  libraries  and 
seeing  what  has  been  done  and  what  is  to  be  done 
for  libraries  in  this  city  in  the  future.  We  heard 
yesterday  of  what  is  to  be  done  for  the  future  of 
libraries  in  this  dty  and  of  the  excellent  libraries 
that  are  springing  up  in  different  parts  of  this 
State.  It  will  not  do  for  us  to  conclude  that  we 
from  Boston  way  are  in  such  a  very  different 
longitude  that  we  can  come  over  here  with  our 
hands  laden  with  benefits  to  confer  upon  you  poor, 
ignorant,  destitute  people.  What  is  the  situation ; 
what  have  we  come  here  for  ?  There  seemed  to 
be  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  peo- 
ple interested  in  library  work  in  this  part  of  the 


country,  that  we  should  come  here  and  hold  this 
meeting,  and  that  desire  came,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, with  the  greatest  force  from  those  whom 
we  should  pick  out  as  the  least  needing  any  mis- 
•sionary  effort  that  we  could  bring. 

Now,  what  does  this  mean  ?  It  means,  for  one 
thing,  that  those  on  this  coast  who  are  familiar 
with  the  subject,  having  read  the  Library  journal 
and  being  themselves  interested,  want  others  to 
become  so.  They  have  come  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  which  we  derive  from  living  closer  to- 
gether in  the  East.  What  are  those  advantages? 
They  are  not  what  can  be  learned  at  a  college, 
nor  what  can  be  read  in  a  paper  before  a  library 
association,  but  they  are  laigely  matters  of  per- 
sonal contact  and  acquaintance.  I  do  not  know 
what  impressions  prevail  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  as 
to  what  real  live  librarians  look  like,  but  we  under- 
stand that  one  of  your  number  who  came  over  the 
mountains  to  meet  us,  had  to  revise  his  impres- 
sions of  us,  and  sent  back  word  to  his  home  that 
we  were  **  not  such  a  bad  lot  after  all.  ^ 

We  have  learned  to  know  each  other  and  in 
that  we  have  learned  a  great  deal  about  library 
work.  This  conuct  of  one  with  another  has  done 
more  to  advance  library  work  among  us,  than 
years  and  years  of  the  reading  of  library  journals 
and  proceedings  of  conventions.  One  can  read  of 
the  methods  which  a  person  employs  in  doing  his 
work  and  they  may  commend  themselves  to  his 
judgment,  but  when  one  gets  into  a  company  of 
people,  is  brought  into  personal  contact  with  them, 
and,  by  question  and  answer,  gets  things  put  in 
just  the  shape  in  which  they  will  fit  one's  personal 
needs,  then  one  begins  to  learn,  as  one  never 
can  by  mere  listening  or  reading.  I  remem- 
ber hearing  an  homely  figure  used  by  a  clergy- 
man, in  speaking  of  the  influence  of  a  Sunday 
school  teacher,  compared  with  that  which  he  had 
with  his  congregation.  He  said  it  seemed  to  him 
as  if  there  was  a  row  of  bottles  on  the  seat  before 
him,  and  as  if  he  must  take  a  pitcher  of  water  and 
try  to  fill  those  bottles  by  pouring  from  the  plat- 
form, while  the  Sunday  school  teacher,  sitting 
down  there  among  the  bottles,  takes  one  at  a  time 
by  the  neck  and  pours  the  water  in.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  beyond  everything  that  we  can 
analyze  and  understand,  there  is  a  peculiar  growth 
that  comes  from  being  brought  into  personal  con- 
tact with  an  enthusiastic  worker  and  thinker  in 
our  own  line  of  work. 

I  suppose  you,  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  feel  that  you 
have  not  the  conditions  that  we  have  in  the  East- 
em  country  in  the  matter  of  libraries.    Certainly, 
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you  have  not  the  number  of  libraries  that  we  have 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  communities — we 
will  not  say  in  proportion  to  the  population,  be- 
cause that  is  not  the  thing  to  be  attained.  You 
want  a  library  in  every  community,  no  matter  how 
small,  and  the  work  of  carrying  them  into  every 
town  has  been  pushed  in  some  of  the  Eastern 
States  far  beyond  what  it  has  been  here. 

Many  of  you  feel  interested  to  know  how  you 
are  going  to  carry  on  the  work  of  seeing  that  every 
community  has  access  to  a  public  library. 

The  subject  of  the  best  legislation  for  libraries 
comes  up,  and  it  is  certain  that  right  legislation  is 
at  the  bottom  of  advancing  public  library  work.  I 
say  at  the  bottom ;  it  is  in  one  sense  so ;  but  it  is 
certain  that  you  never  can  have  right  legislation 
until  you  have  a  certain  public  sentiment  back 
of  it. 

The  town  libraries,  which  are  now  so  abundant 
in  Massachusetts  that  hardly  one  town  in  ten  is 
without  one,  grew,  in  almost  every  case,  from  very 
small  beginnings.  And  not  until  numerous  hum- 
ble library  associations  had  been  at  work  some 
years  educating  the  people  up  to  an  idea  of  the 
value  of  town  libraries,  was  the  legislation  obtained 
under  which  their  growth  has  been  so  rapid. 

Even  Yale  University,  with  its  library  of  some 
200,000  volumes  was  commenced,  it  is  recorded, 
by  a  few  poor  clergymen  coming  together  and  con- 
tributing each  a  few  books,  such  as  he  could  spare 
from  his  scanty  library,  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the 
library  for  the  college  and  so  of  the  college  itself. 
Over  and  over  again  the  same  method  has  been 
employed  in  the  starting  of  a  library,  which  has 
afterwards  come  to  be  one  of  our  large  institu- 
tions. 

So  the  lesson  that  comes  from  experience  in  the 
East,  more  strongly  than  any  other  is,  to  make  a 
beginning,  no  matter  how  small,  and  from  that 
small  beginning,  it  is  perfectly  surprising  in  the 
case  of  libraries,  what  a  growth  there  will  be ; 
everything  tends  that  way  when  a  beginning  has 
once  been  made.  When  you  have  begun  to  put 
into  a  community  good  reading,  it  will  drive  out 
the  bad  reading  to  a  great  extent.  People  read 
trash,  because  they  do  not  know  of  anything  bet- 
ter. You  cannot  teach  them  in  any  better  way 
than  by  putting  the  better  reading  within  their 
reach.  Perhaps  no  greater  sermon  has  been 
preached  in  modern  times  than  that  of  Thomas 
Chalmers,  on  **  The  expulsive  power  of  a  new 
affection. "  If  you  want  to  get  rid  of  the  bad,  you 
must  put  in  the  good. 

Some  people  are  so  misguided  that  they  oppose 


public  libraries,  on  account  of  some  of  the  litera- 
ture which  they  are  disseminating.  It  may  be 
true  there  are  a  few  books  circulated  from  libra- 
ries that  are  below  your  standard  or  mine.  But 
we  must  remember  that  we  are  assured  by  those 
best  qualified  to  judge,  that  people  read  above 
them,  and  if  we  find  them  reading  trash,  it  is  be- 
cause their  ordinary  plane  of  thought  is  below 
the  level  of  even  these  books.  However,  this  may 
be,  people  will  be  elevated  by  the  presence  in  the 
community  and  in  their  homes  of  the  better  books 
freely  supplied  by  the  public  library.  Drive  in  the 
small  wegde  of  good  reading,  and  it  will  gradually 
elevate  the  public  taste  and  force  out  that  which 
is  low  in  either  a  library  or  a  moral  sense. 

There  is  nothing  for  which  people  are  more 
ready  to  work  and  to  make  donations  than  a  pub- 
lic library.  It  is  not  necessary  that  every  library 
should  be  just  like  every  other  library ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  a  system  should  be  employed  which  re- 
quires just  so  much  elaboration  and  just  so  much 
expense.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  learned  libra- 
rian should  be  employod  in  the  beginning,  nor  a 
person  be  employed  to  give  his  whole  time  to  it. 
In  many  communities  can  be  found  a  person  to 
carry  on  the  library  in  connection  with  other  work 
and  at  very  little  expense. 

But  all  these  things  are  familiar  to  you,  and  as  I 
said  at  the  outset,  it  is  hard  for  us  to  bring  any- 
thing to  you  which  will  be  new.  If  this  meeting  is 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  people  of  this  coast,  it  will 
be  through  the  personal  contact  that  we  and  you 
here  interested  in  library  work  have  with  one  an- 
other, and  so  in  ways  far  better  and  far  more  wide- 
reaching  than  would  result  from  any  addresses  and 
discussion  of  papers  which  we  can  present. 

Pres.  Green. —  Is  there  not  considerable  skep- 
ticism among  practical  men  as  to  whether  libraries 
are  doing  much  good  in  communities  ?  It  is  readily 
acknowledged  that  they  afford  a  large  amount  of 
entertainment  to  the  citizens  of  communities,  both 
young  and  old ;  but  do  they  do  them  much  real 
good  ?  Suppose  they  only  add  to  the  happiness 
of  the  people  of  a  community  ?  Is  not  that  doing 
a  great  work  ?  An  anecdote  told  by  Miss  Jenkins, 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  is  interesting.  She 
was  speaking  of  a  woman  who  did  her  washing 
and  wanted  her  to  bring  her  every  Saturday  night 
an  interesting  book.  The  books  which  she  liked 
best  were  Mrs.  Southworth*s  novels.  There  is 
nothing  harmful  morally  in  the  novels  of  that 
author,  but  they  are  exciting  works  which  we  do 
not  care  to  encourage  people  to  read ;  we  would 
rather  have  them  read  what  we  consider  better 
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books.  But  this  woman  wanted  Mrs.  South- 
worth's  novels  every  Saturday  night,  and  so  her 
friend  carried  them  to  her.  Miss  Jenkins  asked 
her  why  it  was  that  she  liked  that  kind  of  books. 
She  answered,  '*  Because  such  books  take  me 
out  of  myself.  For  the  time  being  I  associate 
with  people  who  live  in  palaces  and  are  sur* 
rounded  by  the  luxuries  which  riches  can  buy.  I 
feel  as  those  people  feel,  get  out  of  the  squalid 
conditions  which  are  usually  about  me,  live  with 
great  people,  and  temporarily  get  the  enjoyment 
which  comes  from  living  so.*'  Now  none  of  us 
would  wish  to  deprive  that  poor  woman  of  the 
enjoyment  which  she  gets  from  reading  exciting 
stories.  There  are  many  deaf  persons  who  are 
denied  the  privilege  of  being  much  in  society, 
because  it  is  difficult  for  others  to  talk  with  them. 
Such  persons  often  get  an  immense  amount  of 
enjoyment  out  of  novel  reading;  so  do  invalids 
and  convalescents.  While  librarians  seek  to 
a£ford  entertainment,  however,  they  try  to  im- 
prove the  taste  of  readers.  They  try  to  carry 
persons  forward  just  as  fast  as  they  will  go;  to 
lead  them  from  lower  to  higher  kinds  of  reading. 
But  that  does  not  necessarily  mean  leading  them 
from  stones  to  other  kinds  of  reading.  It  means 
often,  so  far  as  stories  and  novels  are  concerned, 
conducting  them  from  a  lower  kind  of  novel  to  a 
higher  kind  of  novel ;  for  some  of  the  best  litera- 
ture that  we  have  is,  of  course,  in  the  form  of 
stories.  One  can  hardly  do  better  than  to  read 
thoroughly  the  works  of  such  writers  as  Thack- 
eray and  George  Eliot.  It  is  well,  too,  to  have 
sympathy  for  the  poor  awakened  by  becoming 
familiar  with  the  writings  of  Charles  Dickens.  It 
should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  one  of  the 
most  forcible  ways  of  giving  instruction  is  by 
telling  stones  to  children  and  giving  them  stories 
to  read.  I  well  remember  that  some  of  the  choic- 
est instruction,  and  that  which  has  stood  longest 
by  me,  came  from  stories  which  were  told  to  me 
when  I  was  a  child.  I  like  to  remember,  too, 
that  the  great  teacher,  to  whose  teachings  Mr. 
Fletcher  referred,  chose  that  way  of  teaching,  and 
that  many  of  his  choicest  lessons  come  to  us  in 
the  form  of  parables,  which  are,  in  reality,  nothing 
but  stories. 

But,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  while  I  prize  highly 
the  influence  of  stories  in  awakening  good  impulse 
and  think  that  we  get  a  great  portion  of  our  knowl- 
edge from  them  today,  I  do  not  by  any  means 
advocate  their  exclusive  use.  I  am  very  glad  when 
persons  use  only  the  highest  class  of  novels  and 
turn  their  attention  also  to  other  kinds  of  reading. 


A  great  many  persons  think  that  our  libraries 
are  simply  storehouses  of  novels.  Stories  form 
a  considerable  portion  of  popular  libraries,  and  it 
is  very  proper  that  they  should  do  so.  A  large 
portion  of  the  community,  if  it  did  not  read  novels, 
would  not  read  anything. 

It  is  infinitely  better  that  people  should  be  em- 
ployed in  reading  any  book,  magazine,  or  paper 
that  is  not  bad,  rather  than  not  read  at  all.  Mrs. 
Kate  Gannett  Wells  of  Boston,  whose  whole  life 
is  devoted  to  philanthropic  effort,  told  me  that  she 
had  great  hopes  that  the  poor  people  with  whom 
she  came  in  contact  would  turn  out  well,  if  they 
had  a  taste  for  reading  and  took  to  it  readily  as  ^ 
means  of  recreation.  It  is  a  great  safeguard,  if 
you  have  tastes  which  lead  you  when  in  search  of 
amusement  to  take  up  a  book  or  paper  instead 
of  associating  with  idle  men,  or  such  as  think  only 
of  eating  and  drinking. 

But  libraries  are  not  merely  storehouses  of 
novels.  Such  as  have  novels,  also  have  books  of 
all  kinds,  and  they  regard  it  as  their  main  function 
to  give  instruction.  When  I  face  an  audience  like 
this,  made  up  of  practical  men,  I  like  to  say  a  few 
words  to  show  how  valuable  libraries  are  in  sup- 
plying the  average  every-day  wants  of  the  business 
man.  They  gratify  the  natural  thirst  for  knowl- 
edge. They  are  also  of  great  use  to  the  mechanic 
in  his  daily  occupation  and  do  much  to  add  to  the 
material  prosperity  of  communities. 

I  like  to  relate  an  anecdote  such  as  this  one 
which  is  told  of  Captain  Eads,  the  great  engineer 
who  built  one  of  the  famous  bridges  which  cross 
the  Mississippi  River  at  St  Louis.  When  Eads 
was  a  young  man  he  was  very  fond  of  reading. 
During  that  period  of  his  life  a  vessel  containing 
a  cargo  of  iron  had  been  wrecked  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River  and  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  river. 
His  reading  had  given  him  such  a  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  science  and  such  confidence  that 
the  laws  of  nature  might  be  relied  upon,  that  he 
made  a  rough  kind  of  a  diving  bell,  and  as  he 
could  get  nobody  to  go  down  under  water  in  it, 
descended  in  it  himself  to  the  bottom  of  the  river, 
and  after  numerous  descents  brought  up  the  cargo 
of  iron.  He  made  considerable  money  in  that 
way.  His  confidence  came  to  him  as  the  result  of 
having  used  books  and  learned  from  them  the 
principles  of  science  and  the  constancy  of  the 
laws  of  nature. 

Knowledge  is  of  money  value.  Captain  Eads 
profited  by  his  early  experience.  He  kept  on 
studying  and  finally  performed  greats  feats  of 
engineering,  which  I  presume  enriched  him,  which 
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certainly  gave  him  a  great  name.  It  would  be 
easy  to  multiply  examples  of  the  value  oC  books 
in  promoting  material  interests.  Richardson,  the 
great  architect,  liked  to  have  the  buildings  which 
he  planned  put  up  by  a  large  contractor  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted.  That  contractor  told  me 
that  if  he  had  had  any  success  as  a  builder  it  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  always  been  a  great 
reader  on  subjects  connected  with  the  occupation 
in  which  he  is  engaged.  He  has  been  a  constant 
user  of  books  belonging  to  the  public  library  in 
Worcester,  and  often  sends  to  me  for  books  con- 
nected with  work  which  he  is  attending  to. 

In  what  does  reading  and  studying  consist  but 
in  supplementing  your  own  experience  and  the 
knowledge  which  you  have  obtained  from  persons 
who  have  taught  you  trades,  or  with  whom  you 
have  come  in  contact  in  your  various  occupations  ? 
You  add  to  the  information  which  you  obtain  in 
other  ways  the  knowledge  which  other  persons 
have  acquired,  as  you  find  it  recorded  in  books. 
In  using  industrial  books  you  are  adding  to  your 
own  experience  the  experience  of  other  men,  and 
often  the  ^^perience  of  men  distinguished  in  the 
avocations  in  which  you  are  engaged.  Would  it 
not  be  of  great  advantage  to  individuals  if  all  the 
foremen  and  workmen  in  the  great  shops  of  this 
city,  in  addition  to  acquiring  the  practical  experi- 
ence which  they  get  every  day  in  their  work,  were 
also  students,  and  had  formed  the  habit  of  going 
to  a  library  and  reading  scientific  papers  and  books 
which  give  the  principles  of  science  and  relate  to 
the  industries  in  which  they  are  engaged?  Is  it 
not  of  great  advantage  to  a  community  to  have 
the  workmen  in  its  shops  become  readers  and  stu- 
dents ?  Now  I  have  no  hopes  that  all  the  work- 
men of  any  shop  can  be  induced  to  become 
readers,  but  I  know  that  a  great  many  of  the 
artisans  of  a  town  or  city  may  be  stimulated  to 
become  so.  When  libraries  are  open  to  workmen 
and  they  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges 
afforded  by  them,  inventions  will  surely  be  multi- 
plied, and  the  value  of  the  products  of  the  manu- 
factories and  machine  shops  of  towns  will  be 
greatly  increased. 

Now  and  then  some  great  invention  will  result 
and  an  immense  new  industry  be  built  up.  But  I 
need  not  speak  longer  on  this  subject.  It  is  evi- 
dent, is  it  not,  that  no  community  can  afford  to  be 
without  good  libraries.  They  need,  too,  compe* 
tent  librarians  to  select  the  proper  works  to  put 
in  those  libraries ;  librarians  who  will  also  receive 
persons  who  come  to  use  books  cordially  and  sym- 
pathetically»  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  find 


out  their  wbhes  and  put  into  their  hands  proper 
books  to  give  them  the  knowledge  they  want. 
With  good  libraries  and  librarians  an  immense 
amount  of  service  may  be  rendered  to  a  commu- 
nity. Consider  one  way  not  yet  mentioned  in  whidi 
this  may  be  done.  Suppose,  for  example,  that 
you  put  into  the  hands  of  your  school  teachers 
everything  that  is  needed  to  help  them  in  their 
studies ;  do  yoo  realise  how  much  more  valuable 
the  results  of  those  studies  are  if  a  teacher  has 
access  to  all  kinds  of  books  that  will  enable  Ima 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  recitations  and  lectures 
which  he  has  to  conduct  or  deliver  ?  His  instruc- 
tion becomes  much  more  valuable  than  it  would 
be  if  he  did  not  have  access  to  a  large  number  of 
books.  It  is  of  great  advantage  to  school  children 
to  have  libraries  to  go  to,  and  to  be  able  to  con- 
sult a  librarian  who  will  help  them  get  informa- 
tion on  any  subject  that  they  may  be  interested 
in  and  in  any  little  investigations  they  wish  to 
make,  and  to  whom  the  teacher  can  send  them  in 
confidence  for  answers  to  questions  which  come 
up  in  school. 

Thoughts  crowd  upon  me  as  I  stand  here  and 
try  to  tell  you  how  valuable  libraries  may  be  to 
communities.  Do  yon  realize  of  what  great  value 
they  are  in  promoting  good  morals  in  a  commu- 
nity ?  What  better  thing  could  you  desire  than  to 
have  the  members  of  all  the  families  of  this  city 
engaged  in  reading  evenings,  instead  of  being  on 
the  street,  or  in  other  places  where  it  is  not  best 
for  them  to  be  ?  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  in 
philanthrophy  that  if  you  wish  to  wean  a  man 
from  a  baneful  pleasure  it  is  best  to  give  him 
some  other  entertainment  that  is  harmless.  Read- 
ing, when  encouraged  by  the  establishment  of 
libraries,  is  influential  in  satisf3ring  men  and  in 
keeping  them  from  unwholesome  occupations. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  excuse  me  for  speaking 
so  long.  There  were  a  few  minutes  to  be  filled 
up  and  this  fact  tempted  me  to  speak. 

Mr.  RowELL. —  We  have  heard  this  after- 
noon that  of  350  towns  in  Massachusetts  four- 
fifths  have  public  libraries.  This  year  the  first 
annual  report  of  the  Massachusetts  **  Public 
Library  Commission  **  was  published,  and  from 
that  report  we  find  that  a  large  proportion  of 
these  public  libraries  bear  the  name  of  some  indi- 
vidual. I  mention  one,  the  public  library  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.  And  so  on  all  through  these 
little  towns,  the  library  in  many  cases  bearing  the 
name  of  its  donor,  a  man  who  had  bequeathed  his 
wealth  to  it  or  established  the  library.  There  is 
no  one  here  who  would  venture  to  say  that  we 
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have  not  made  a  start  in  this  work  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  The  largest  single  donation  that  has  been 
made  is  in  Portland,  Oregon,  where  Mrs.  Green 
has  donated  $250,000  for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  library.  The  University  of  California  has 
received  the  second  largest  gift  for  library  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Henry  D.  Bacon  of  Oakland  —  some 
of  you  will  remember  him  in  connection  with 
library  work  at  St.  Louis  —  presented  $25,000  in 
money  and  his  private  library  of  14,000  volumes, 
and  his  collection  of  art  works,  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  $100,000  in  value.  And  I  wish  to  call  to 
mind  a  name,  to  Calif omians  almost  forgotten — 
Michael  Reese.  In  the  University  there  is  a 
marble  tablet  which  bears  the  inscription,  **  In 
commemoration  of  the  gift  of  $50,000  by  Michael 
Reese.'*  He  died  ten  years  ago,  and  in  that  short 
time  his  name  has  almost  vanished  from  the  talk 
of  men,  but  that  tablet  will  preserve  it. 

Very  few  of  our  libraries  have  been  endowed 
by  private  munificence.  The  Los  Angeles  Public 
Library  as  yet  has  not  been  the  recipient  of  any 
large  gift,  but  in  the  last  three  years  $60,000  has 
been  raised  by  municipal  taxation  for  its  support, 
and  I  am  sure  that  later  on  some  of  the  citizens 
of  that  town  will  be  endowing  it  in  a  way  which  is 
commensurate  with  the  generosity,  the  hospitality, 
and  the  philanthropy  of  the  people  of  the  south- 
em  part  of  this  State. 

Mr.  President,  in  this  year  another  large  dona- , 
tion  has  been  made,  and  I  would  ask  you  to  call  on 
Mr.  Cloudsley,  the  librarian  of  the  Stockton  Pub- 
lic Library,  for  a  few  points  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cloudsley.  —  Our  library  was  organised 
in  1880  and  it  has  grown  until  now  it  is  a  library 
of  15,000  volumes.  It  has  received  numerous 
gifts  and,  as  Mr.  Fletcher  has  said,  grows  grad- 
ually and  continually.  It  has  had  gift  after  gift  of 
books  in  small  numbers  of  20,  30,  50,  100,  200  or 
300  volumes.  A  few  years  ago  it  received  a  be- 
quest of  $5,000.  The  city  gave  us  $6^000  more 
to  add  to  that  $5,000.  We  put  this  out  at  inter- 
est and  erected  a  small  building,  about  50  by  80 
feet,  two  stories  high.  Within  the  past  year  the 
library  has  been  given  $75,000  by  Mr.  Hazelton,  of 
Tarrytown,  New  York,  who  was  formerly  a  citi- 
zen of  Stockton,  but  who  died  at  Tarrytown. 
This  is  part  of  the  tidal  wave  which  Dr.  Poole 
tells  us  of ;  it  has  reached  that  far  and  I  hope  it 
will  reach  San  Francisco,  and  give  you  a  public 
library.    (Applause.) 

Pres.  Green. —  I  said  this  afternoon  that  be- 
sides expenditures  for  putting  up  a  large  number 
of  library  buildings,  in  Massachusetts,  besides  gifts 


from  individuals  of  many  libraries,  and  besides 
large  sums  of  money  raised  by  taxation  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  libraries  in  that 
State,  $5,000,000  has  been  given  in  money  for  the 
benefit  of  that  class  of  institutions  in  Massachu- 
setts. Soon  after  I  made  that  statement,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Association  rose,  and  in  speak- 
ing of  the  little  permanent  publication  fund  of 
$10,000,  which  we  are  trying  to  raise,  of  which  we 
had  raised  $3,200^  Massachusetts  having  given  of 
that  amount  $2,000),  said  that  he  had  received  a 
dispatch  from  Mr.  Hovey  saying  that  he  had 
raised  $500  more.  I  have  now  another  telegram 
from  Mr.  Hovey,  saying  that  he  has  secured 
another  $500;  so  that  Massachusetts  has  now 
contributed  $3,000  towards  the  fund.  I  knew  that 
you  would  all  be  glad  to  hear  this  statement.  I 
am  glad  to  read  this  dispatch  now,  because  it 
shows  forcibly  what  one  man  may  do.  Of  the 
money  already  raised,  $3,000  out  of  about  $4,000 
has  been  raised  by  this  one  man.  He  felt 
interested  in  the  work,  and  went  around  among 
his  friends  and  raised  it.  I  think  he  has  raised 
nearly  the  whole  of  it  in  Boston  and  vicinity  in 
$500  subscriptions.  If  anybody  feels  a  real  interest 
in  library  work,  he  can  raise  money  in  this  way.  It 
is  almost  the  only  way  in  which  money  can  be 
raised  —  by  persons  interested  in  the  matter  going 
to  other  persons  and  getting  them  interested,  and 
soliciting  subscriptions  for  this  kind  of  work.  If 
the  libraries  here  need  endowments,  the  endow- 
ments will  come  largely  in  this  way.  Frequently  a 
rich  man  will  become  interested  in  a  library,  and 
will  make  provision  for  it  in  his  will.  Why 
should  not  all  of  us  who  are  interested  in  libraries 
do  as  this  gentleman  in  Boston  is  doing  —  go  to 
friends  who  have  money  and  create  the  same 
interest  in  them,  and  get  them  to  do  something 
for  such  of  our  institutions  as  are  in  need  of 
assistance? 

The  President  requested  the  members  to  meet 
punctually  at  9.30  for  tomorrow  morning's  sessiont 
as  the  members  would  visit  Stanford  University 
in  the  afternoon.  He  also  announced  that  the 
section  of  State  librarians  would  meet  at  9  a.  m. 

Mr.  Fletcher. —  It  is  very  desirable  that  any 
one  present,  whether  a  member  of  the  Associap 
tion  or  not,  who  is  associated  in  any  way  with 
State  libraries,  should  attend  that  meeting. 

The  President  announced  that  the  Trustees 
of  Libraries  would  also  meet  at  9  a.  m.  tomorrow. 

Adjourned. 
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FOURTH  SESS/OM 

(Wbdnbsday,  Octobee  14.) 

The  Peesidbnt  called  the  convention  to  order 
at  940  A.  M. 

STATE  LIBEAEIES. 

The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Section  of  State  libraries  were  read 
by  Mr.  Wallis. 

Mr.  Wallis.— There  is  not  a  State  in  the 
Union,  except  California  and  Nevada,  which  has 
on  the  title  page  of  its  legislative  reports  the  date 
of  the  session  which  the  volume  contains,  and  there 
is  no  way  of  telling  when  the  Legislature  meets. 
In  Nevada  they  have  adopted  a  rule  by  which  the 
title  pages  in  each  session  bear  the  dates  of  the 
commencement  and  adjournment.  Many  States 
in  the  Union  have  not  the  money  to  send  out  their 
documents.  In  California,  for  example,  there  are 
fifteen  or  twenty  documents,  large  books,  and  they 
have  not  the  means.  If  Congress  will  provide 
the  means  whereby  a  State  library  can  send  to 
another  State  library  all  the  publications  and  the 
public  laws  free,  we  can  distribute  the  documents 
of  every  State  in  the  Union  to  the  public  libraries. 
The  government  ought  to  do  this.  I  desire  to 
thank  the  Association  for  the  help  they  have 
given,  for  without  it  we  could  have  done  nothing, 
and  I  expect  that  before  long  every  Sute  in  the 
Union  will  be  improved.  As  Dr.  Poole  says,  it  is 
the  beginning  of  a  revolution. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

TEUSTKES'  SECTION. 

Mr.  SouLE  reported  that  the  meeting  of  the 
Trustees*  section  was  adjourned  until  next  year, 
and  this  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Fletchee  announced  that  an  invitation  had 
been  received  through  Mr.  Hill,  from  Mr.  Mc Wil- 
liams, for  the  delegates  to  stop  over  at  Fresno 
on  their  way  south,  and  the  President  announced 
an  invitation  to  lunch  under  the  "  Big  Trees." 

Mr.  Fletchee.  —  Our  Secretary,  Mr.  Hill, 
called  me  to  his  room  this  morning  and  said  that 
he  had  attempted  to  write  out  an  expression  of 
his  feelings  on  receiving  the  minute  regarding 
himself  adopted  by  the  Conference  day  before 
yesterday,  but  had  found  it  too  much  of  a  strain 
upon  him  in  his  present  nervous  condition.  He 
wished  me  to  express  to  the  convention,  verbally, 
his  most  hearty  appreciation  of  the  kind  words 
in  the  minute  and  to  express  his  feeling  of  un- 
worthiness  of  it.    I  simply  speak  for  him. 


SUBJECT  INDEX. 

The  Pebsident  then  read  two  letters  from  Mr. 
Wm.  C.  Lane,  Assistant  Librarian  of  Harvard 
College  Library.  The  first  expressed  regret  that 
imperative  work  had  prevented  his  preparing  a 
report  on  Aids  and  Guides  in  time  to  be  read  at 
the  meeting  of  the  association ;  the  other  follows : 

**I  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  you,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Library  Association,  a  copy  of  the 
Index  to  the  subject  catalogue  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege Library,  on  which  I  have  been  at  work  for 
the  last  eight  years,  and  which  has  just  been 
finished. 

"Although  its  principal  value  is  in  its  usefulness 
in  our  own  library,  I  think  it  will  not  fail  to  be 
of  interest  and  in  some  cases  of  use  to  other  libra- 
rians. 

"1  am  glad  that,  although  this  library  is  absent 
from  your  meetings  in  the  person  of  its  officers,  it 
may  nevertheless  be  represented  by  one  of  its  pub- 
lications just  issued. 

**You  will  notice  that  two  hundred  copies  of  the 
Index  have  been  printed  for  the  Library  Bureau 
in  Boston,  where  copies  may  be  obtained  by  those 
who  desire  them." 

The  Peesident. —  The  Index  is  here ;  it  is  very 
interesting  and  of  great  importance,  for  use  in 
connection  with  such  catalogues  as  are  to  be 
found  at  Harvard  College  Library. 

invitations  foe  the  confeeence  in  1893. 

The  Seceetaey  read  a  letter  dated  October  i 
from  John  G.  Shortall,  as  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  inviting 
the  Association  to  hold  its  meeting  in  1893  ^^ 
Chicago,  in  view  of  '*  the  important  gathering  of 
public  men,  in  the  various  departments  of  interest 
to  the  civilization  of  our  time,  intended  to  be  pres- 
ent during  our  Columbian  Exposition,'*  and  two 
letters  dated  October  8,  from  Norman  Williams 
and  Huntington  W.  Jackson,  trustees  of  the 
Crerar  Library,  and  from  £.  W.  Blatchford  and 
Wm.  H.  Bradley,  trustees  of  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, uniting  in  the  invitation. 

The  letters  were  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Pres.  Geeen. — The  Standing  Committee  have 
authority  to  employ  a  stenographer  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  at  the  last  con- 
ference it  was  proposed  that  they  should  do  so,  but 
not  then  voted.  Do  the  members  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Standing  Committee  in  employing 
a  stenographer? 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Bowkkr  this  action  of  the 
committee  was  approved. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Utley  read  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee:—  The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
same.  The  Treasurer's  statement  of  receipts  has 
been  compared  with  the  statement  of  the  bank  in 
which  the  funds  are  deposited,  and  they  are  found 
to  agree,  except  that  the  funds  in  bank  show  I1.55 
in  excess  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  which  is  prob- 
ably interest  on  the  deposits  for  the  last  quarter 
and  which  will  go  into  the  next  year's  statement. 
The  vouchers  and  disbursements  agree. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Permanent 
Endowment  Fund,  showing  the  condition  of  that 
fund,  we  recommend  be  accepted  and  published  in 
the  proceedings. 

We  nominate  for  Trustees  of  the  Permanent 
Fund  for  three  years  (to  succeed  himself)  E.  C. 
Hovey  of  Brookline,  Mass.  For  the  unexpired 
term  of  two  years  in  place  of  Pliny  T.  Sexton, 
resigned,  John  M.  Glenn  of  Baltimore.  All  of 
which  is  submitted. 

Charles  C.  Soule. 

H.  M.  Utley. 

Mary  A.  Bean. 
Acting  Finance  Committee, 

That  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee referring  to  the  Treasurer's  report  and  to 
the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Endowment  Fund,  was  adopted. 

endowment  fund. 

The  President.—  Mr.  Hovey  has  been  a  very 
efficient  trustee,  as  shown  by  statements  made  in 
this  meeting  from  time  to  time ;  he  has  raised 
$3,000  of  the  small  sum  which  has  been  raised, 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  he  will  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  on  the  Per- 
manent Fund,  for  three  years. 

Mr.  Hovey  was  elected,  and  Mr.  John  M.  Glenn 
of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  unex- 
pired term  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Sexton. 

A  letter  from  Norman  Williams,  Trustee 
of  the  Crerar  esute,  Chicago,  111.,  dated  Oct.  8, 
1891,  relating  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  was  read. 
I  beg  to  report,  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Endowment  Fund,  that  I  hold,  subject  to  draft  by 
the  proper  officer,  the  sum  of  $600,  being  the  con- 
tributions of  ten  individuals  of  Chicago  to  the 


Endowment  Fund.  These  contributions  were 
recently  made  at  my  solicitation,  no  contributions 
having  been  received  from  any  public  library. 
Although  under  your  circular  "  Trustees  of  libra- 
ries and  librarians  are  requested  to  act  as  agents 
in  soliciting  and  forwarding  contributions,"  I 
have  not  received  any  subscriptions  from  any  pub- 
lic library  or  through  any  librarian  for  the  reason, 
as  I  understand,  that  it  is  deemed  a  doubtful  ques- 
tion whether  the  public  libraries  have  any  right  to 
make  a  subscription  for  the  purposes  contem- 
plated in  your  circular,  under  act  of  their  incor- 
poration. A  prolonged  absence  has  prevented 
me  from  making  a  personal  solicitation  until  quite 
recently,  and  also  from  sending  forward  an  earlier 
report. 

I  beg  to  suggest  that  a  just  and  fair  estimate  be 
made  of  the  proportionate  amounts  which  should 
be  contributed  from  the  various  States,  and  that 
it  should  not  be  left  to  the  activity  of  any  one  par- 
ticular locality  to  secure  the  entire  amount 
required. 

Mr.  Soule  read  his  paper  on 

POINTS    OF    AGREEMENT    IN    LIBRARY 
ARCHITECTURE. 

{Seep,  17.) 

The  President.— It  has  been  arranged  that 
two  or  three  gentlemen,  particularly  conversant 
with  the  principles  of  library  architecture,  and 
whose  attention  has  been  recently  called  to  the 
subject,  should  be  first  called  upon  to  speak  on 
this  matter.    I  call  upon  Dr.  Poole. 

Dr.  Poole. — The  very  excellent  paper  which 
has  been  read  expresses,  I  believe,  the  average 
opinions  and  experience  of  all  librarians.  It 
certainly  expresses  mine.  Perhaps  I  might  go 
over  it  and  desire  to  make  here  and  there  some 
changes  of  expression,  but  they  would  not  affect 
the  general  issue.  I  am  thankful  to  Mr.  Soule 
for  having  contributed  this  paper,  and  believe  it 
will  be  useful  in  disarming  prejudice,  and  will 
refute  the  statement,  often  made  by  architects  and 
others  who  have  some  special  scheme  to  promote, 
that  there  is  no  harmony  among  librarians  as  to 
the  principles  of  construction,  and  that  each  has 
his  own  plan  and  is  striving  to  secure  iu  general 
adoption. 

Since  the  formation  of  this  Association,  fifteen 
3rears  ago,  a  great  change  has  been  going  on  in 
our  country  in  methods  of  construction,  as  well 
as  in  other  matters  of  library  economy.  This 
result  has  been  brought  about  by  papers  which 
have  been  re^  and  discussions  held  at  the  meet- 
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ingt  of  the  Association.  All  the  library  buildings 
which  have  been  erected  in  our  country  during  the 
past  ten  years  —  and  they  have  been  many— 
give  evidence,  with  two  exceptions,  of  judicious 
progress  and  of  the  influence  of  our  Association. 
The  exceptions  are  the  unfinished  structures  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  and  of  the  Library  of 
Congress.  If  there  be  anything  in  either  of  these 
buildings  which  has  been  approved  of  in  this 
Association  I  have  not  discovered  it.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Public  Library  expressly 
stated  that  its  new  building  was  planned  without 
consulting  his  own  or  any  other  librarian.  The 
result  has  been  an  "  Iliad  of  woes  "  to  the  trus- 
tees, the  dty  government,  the  architect,  and  the 
tax-payers,  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  That  library 
has  no  representative  with  us  at  this  meeting,  and 
yet  it  was  one  of  the  leading  supporters  of  the 
Association  in  earlier  years,  when  Dr.  Winsor  and 
later  Dr.  Chamberlain  were  its  librarians.  Dr. 
Winsor  would  be  with  us  today  representing 
Harvard  University  Library  if  he  had  not  just 
returned  from  a  protracted  European  tour.  Neither 
has  the  Library  of  Congress  any  representative 
here,  and  its  librarian  was  formerly  one  of  our 
most  prominent  members.  The  plans  of  the  new 
building  of  that  library  have  been  earnestly  and 
sharply  criticised  at  our  meetings  and  never 
defended  by  a  librarian.  Hence  the  absence  of 
its  chief  official  is  accounted  for.  The  discussions 
of  the  originad  plans  of  that  structure  have  been 
beneficial,  for  they  defeated  the  scheme  and  saved 
the  country  many  million  dollars. 

The  subject  had  been  incidentally  treated  earlier, 
but  the  first  general  discussion  concerning  library 
buildings  took  place  at  the  meeting  at  Washington, 
in  February,  1881,  where  I  had  the  honor  of  read- 
ing a  paper  on  the  subject.  At  the  same  meeting 
Mr.  J.  L.  Smithmeyer  read  a  paper  on  the  same 
subject,  and  brought  out  for  the  first  time  his 
plans  for  the  new  building  of  the  library  of  Con- 
gress. Both  these  papers  appear  side  by  side  in 
the  Library  journal  for  that  year  ;  and  mine  was 
pointed  with  drawings  by  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion and  the  Afmrican  architect  Mr.  Smith- 
meyer made  no  estimate  of  the  cost  of  his  build- 
ing ;  but  architects  who  examined  the  plans  placed 
the  cost  at  fifteen  millions,  and  some  of  them 
higher. 

The  Congress  Committee  on  the  Library 
accepted  Mr.  Smithmeyer's  plans  and  urged  Con- 
gress to  make  an  appropriation  for  beginning  the 
construction.  A  strong  opposition  arose  in  the 
House,  partly  on  account  of  its  being  a  build- 


ing devised  for  show  rather  than  for  legitimate 
and  convenient  library  use,  but  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  immense  and  unknown 
cost  involved.  The  measure  was  discussed 
from  time  to  time  with  considerable  feeling 
and  personality,  and  it  went  over  from  session  to 
session  without  final  action.  At  one  time  a  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Holman  of  Indiana  was  carried, 
that  the  cost  of  the  building  should  not  exceed 
two  millions,  which  made  the  use  of  Mr.  Smith- 
meyer's plans  impossible.  After  further  delay, 
without  a  change  of  this  general  character,  were 
cut  down  and  modified  with  the  intention  of  bring- 
ing the  expense  within  four  millions.  The  limit 
was  later  raised  to  six  millions,  and  the  work 
of  construction  was  begun  under  Mr.  Smithmeyer 
as  architect.  He  was  soon  relieved,  and  the  work 
was  placed  with  full  power  under  General  Casey, 
engineer  of  the  War  Department.  General  Casey 
made  the  judicious  appointment  of  Mr.  Bernard  R. 
Green  as  superintendent  and  engineer,  who  has 
made  modifications  and  improvements  in  the  plans 
committed  to  him.  It  will  be  a  better  building  than  it 
promised  to  be  under  Mr.  Smithmeyer's  charge ; 
but  will  be  far  from  what  the  average  American 
librarian  regards  as  an  ideal  library  structure. 

Allow  me  to  state  briefly  some  of  the  objections 
to  plans  of  that  building.  The  main  structure, 
which  measures  on  the  outside  470  by  338  feet, 
incloses  a  quadrangle,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an 
octagonal  reading-room  140  feet  in  diameter,  with 
very  high  ceiling,  and  surmounted  by  a  dome.  In 
this  reading-room  are  book-cases,  and  from  it 
radiate  into  the  open  area  of  the  quadrangle 
book-stacks  which  are  nine  stories  high.  Every 
one  who  has  visited  Washington  in  summer  is 
aware  that  the  climate  is  very  warm —  it  is  hot. 
Some  visitors  make  the  expression  stronger  than 
that.  (Laughter.)  The  reporU  of  the  Naval 
Observatory  show  that  the  mercury  in  the  sun 
at  Washington  often  stands  from  160  to  165 
degrees.  A  piece  of  iron  at  that  temperature  is 
too  hot  for  the  hand  to  hold  without  pain.  The 
corridors  of  the  book-stacks  are  to  be  lighted  by 
skylights  in  the  roof.  Imagine  the  heat  there 
must  be  in  the  stacks  and  the  reading-room  shut 
up  in  the  quadrangle,  with  high  walls  on  the  four 
sides  and  cut  off  from  the  natural  drcnlation  of 
air  1  What  a  time  the  readers  will  have  with  the 
sun  at  165  degrees  blazing  down  into  that  quad- 
rangle t  We  may  be  told  that  the  terrors  of  such 
heat  to  the  readers  and  the  books  will  be  obviated 
by  mechanical  circulation.  The  success  of  this 
remedy  seems  to  me  improbable.    Is  that  good 
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construction  which  shuts  out  the  essential  por- 
tions of  the  libraxy  from  the  natural  air  currents  ? 
Excessive  heat  is  the  great  enemy  of  books. 
Other  points  of  criticism  on  these  plans  may 
appear  later  in  my  general  remarks.  The  fact  is 
the  American  Library  Association  did  not  begin 
its  work  soon  enough.  If  it  had  started  in  five 
years  earlier  and  taken  up  the  examination  and 
discussion  of  library  construction,  Mr.  Smith- 
meyer  and  his  scheme  would  never  have  had  a 
bearing  in  Congress.  The  erection  of  the  two 
great  library  buildings  at  Washington  and  Boston 
furnished  the  most  favorable  opportunities  for 
showing  practical  and  sensible  progress  in  ideas, 
and  what  library  architecture  should  be;  but, 
unfortunately,  both  have  failed  in  producing 
model  buildings. 

When  the  American  Library  Association  began 
its  work,  all  the  chief  library  buildings  of  the 
country  were  constructed  on  the  same  principles — 
Harvard  College  Library,  Boston  Public  Library, 
Boston  Athenaeum,  Astor  Library,  Baltimore  Pea- 
body  Institute,  Congress  Library,  Cincinnati  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  many  others.  The  same  design 
may  be  seen  in  every  part  of  Europe.  It  is  the 
gothic  ecclesiastical  style,  and  has  been  the 
common  form  for  library  buildings  for  the  last 
four  or  five  centuries.  During  the  middle  ages 
the  church  was  the  conservator  of  letters  and 
learning.  Its  libraries,  composed  chiefly  of  relig- 
ious books,  were  put  in  religious  buildings  planned 
after  the  style  of  its  gothic  cathedrals,  and  like 
cathedrals,  were  not  heated.  Later  the  secular 
libraries  adopted  the  same  construction ;  and  so 
the  fashion  came  down  through  the  centuries  to 
our  time  as  the  only  correct  library  style.  There 
is  no  necessary  or  logical  connection  between 
library  and  ecclesiastical  architecture,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  last  of  this  class  of  buildings 
has  been  erected  in  this  country.  The  prominent 
features  of  this  style  are  briefly  these :  Two  rows 
of  columns  supporting  a  clear  story  which  takes 
in  light  on  both  sides,  the  open  nave  between  the 
columns,  and  aisles  between  the  columns  and  the 
walls.  The  lofty  nave  is  used  as  a  reading-room, 
and  the  aisles  for  shelving  books  in  galleries  from 
four,  six,  or  more  stories  high.  As  the  clear  story 
admits  but  little  light,  some  of  the  buildings  have 
a  large  lantern  or  skylight  in  the  roof.  In  our 
northern  climate  these  rooms  must  be  warmed  in 
winter,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  cool 
in  summer.  In  winter  we  provide  radiators,  or 
turn  in  a  volume  of  hot  air  from  furnaces  in  the 
cellar.    That  air,  being  lighter  than  the  cool  ab 


in  the  room,  rises  to  the  ceiling  like  a  balloon. 
Hence  the  temperature  becomes  very  hot  in  the 
upper  strata  where  heat  is  not  needed,  while  it  is 
cool  near  the  floor  where  it  is  needed.  In  order 
to  get  the  proper  warmth  near  the  floor,  it  is 
necessary  to  overheat  the  upper  strata,  and  this 
excessive  heat  destroys  the  bindings  of  books 
which  are  stored  there.  A  test  with  a  thermom- 
eter will  show  that  the  temperature  in  such  a 
room  increases  one  d^ree  for  every  foot  of  eleva- 
tion above  the  floor.  Leather  is  a  substance 
which  will  not  stand  excessive  heat,  and  it  begins 
to  deteriorate  when  the  temperature  is  higher 
than  is  comfortable  to  ourselves.  Books  cannot 
live  where  we  cannot  live,  and  should  be  shelved 
near  the  floor  where  we  live  and  are  comfortable, 
but  never  in  galleries.  This  injury  to  books  by 
heat  goes  on  in  rooms  which  are  not  as  high  as 
those  I  have  named ;  even  on  the  high  shelves  in 
book-cases  in  private  houses.  The  reading-room 
of  the  Boston  Athenaeum  is  only  twenty  feet  high 
and  has  but  one  gallery.  If  you  go  into  that 
gallery  and  examine  the  books  which  have  been 
stored  there  for  some  years,  you  will  find  your 
clothes  covered  with  a  red  powder,  which  is  the 
ashes  of  the  bindings  destroyed  by  exeessive  heat. 
In  winter  you  will  also  find  the  temperature 
uncomfortably  hot.  It  will  be  readily  conceived 
what  the  heat  must  be  in  winter  in  galleries — 
and  it  is  the  same  with  stacks  — four,  five,  or  six 
stories  high,  and  especially  in  the  Congressional 
building,  where  the  stacks  are  nine  stories  high. 
The  alternative  is  not  to  heat  these  buildings  in 
winter,  which  will  be  very  inconvenient  for  readers. 
My  remedy  b  in  the  construction,  and  is  very 
simple.  Do  not  have  high  rooms ;  have  no  gal- 
leries ;  and  shelve  the  books  in  a  single  tier  of 
book-cases  on  the  floor,  and  not  higher  than  a 
person  of  average  stature  can  reach  any  book 
without  step  or  ladder. 

Another  objection  to  the  common  construction 
of  which  I  have  spoken  is  the  annoyance  of  climb- 
ing stairs  from  one  story  and  gallery  to  another. 
This  is  the  most  tiresome,  wearing,  and  unhealthy 
exercise  a  human  being  can  take.  Years  ago  an 
ingenious  person  in  charge  of  a  penitentiary  in  Eng- 
land invented  the  treadmill.  He  found  that  by 
putting  lazy  criminals  upon  a  rotating  wheel  they 
would  have  to  keep  moving  or  they  would  fall 
into  a  pit.  He  found  also  that  the  apparatus  fur- 
nished an  economical  power  for  propelling  machin- 
ery,  and  that  he  had  made  a  great  discovery.  The 
treadmill  was  introduced  into  other  penitentiaries; 
but  it  turned  out  that  the  criminals  who  were  exer- 
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cised  thereby  became  ill.  They  had  pulmonary 
trouble,  their  breath  was  short,  they  had  sciatica, 
and  became  lame.  This  result  was  so  common 
that  a  public  investigation  by  scientific  men  was 
ordered,  and  the  whole  trouble  was  traced  to  that 
infernal  treadmill  —  that  constant  going  up  stairs 
—  for  that  is  the  essential  principle  of  a  treadmill. 
They  also  found  it  to  be  the  most  uneconomical 
mode  of  expending  human  energy,  for  only  eleven 
per  cent  of  the  energy  which  a  man  can  expend  on 
a  level  and  without  injury  to  himself  can  be  utilized 
on  a  treadmill.  The  government,  therefore, 
expelled  the  treadmill  from  the  prisons  of  England 
as  a  barbarism,  a  cruel  and  unusual  punishment. 
It  is  not  to  our  credit  that  the  principle  is  still 
found  in  American  libraries  as  an  exercise  good 
enough  for  runners  and  attendants.  In  the  Boston 
Public  Library  young  girls  were  first  used  to  run  up 
and  down  stairs,  and  they  soon  gave  out.  Boys 
have  since  been  employed  as  runners.  Boys  can 
stand  almost  anything  in  the^way  of  abuse  and  live, 
and  when  a  boy  drops  out  of  the  ranks,  lame  and 
crippled,  another  poor  boy,  with  perhaps  a  mother 
dependent  on  him,  is  waiting  to  take  his  place. 
President  Oilman  gave  the  name  of  "  statistical 
devil'*  to  crankism  in  statistics.  Fot  the  fiend 
we  now  have  under  consideration  the  name 
"treadmill  devil"  is  appropriate,  which,  on  the 
score  of  humanity,  ought  to  be  turned  out  of  all 
the  libraries.  By  abolishing  galleries  and  not 
introducing  stacks  I  have  made  the  barbarism 
unnecessary. 

The  nave  of  the  conventional  and  mediaeval 
reading-room,  as  I  have  stated,  is  used  as  a  read- 
ing-room, and  it  is  the  most  inappropriate  place  in 
the  world  for  such  a  purpose.  The  reader  needs 
quiet  and  to  be  let  alone,  and  they  are  constantly 
disturbed  by  visitors  walking  around  among  them 
and  perhaps  talking.  This  is  usually  the  show- 
room, and  is  made  as  elegant  as  possible  for  the 
purpose  of  attracting  visitors  who  have  no  purpose 
to  study.  If  such  a  building  be  not  fire-proof  it  is 
the  most  conbustible  of  structures,  and  if  fire- 
proof it  is  needlessly  expensive.  The  style  admits 
of  no  accommodations  for  carrying  on  the  adminis- 
trative work  of  the  library,  the  selection  and 
ordering  of  books,  the  receiving,  the  cataloguing, 
and  preparing  them  for  the  shelves.  Very  little 
of  this  work  ¥ras  done  in  the  middle  ages,  and 
hence  there  was  no  need  to  provide  for  it. 

The  tendency  in  late  years,  especially  in  college 
and  university  libraries,  has  been  to  adopt  the 
stack  system  —  a  series  of  iron  book-cases,  one 
§boye  the  other,  from  five  to  nine  stories  high. 


and  accessible  by  galleries.  Compactness  and  the 
capacity  of  storing  a  large  number  of  books  in  a 
limited  spaee  are  regarded  as  the  chief  advantages 
of  this  construction.  The  merits  of  this  system 
have  never  so  impressed  me  that  I  was  ready  to 
adopt  it  or  recommend  it  to  others.  In  the  case 
of  colleges  where  it  has  been  adopted  there  was 
no  occasion  for  economy  in  ground  space,  as  the 
building  was  to  be  built  on  a  campus  where  there 
were  many  acres  of  unoccupied  ground.  I  am 
not  satisfied  that  there  is  either  financial  economy 
or  convenience  to  readers  in  the  plan.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  seems  to  me  to  have  some  very 
notable  disadvantages.  The  stacks  I  have  seen 
do  not  meet  one's  aesthetic  idea  of  how  books 
ought  to  be  treated.  Inside  the  walls  the  structure 
looks  like  a  model  prison  with  tiers  of  cells  rising 
one  above  the  other,  and  without  an  incident  of 
beauty  or  cheerfulness  to  relieve  the  sombre 
picture.  The  galleries  are  narrow  and  not  in- 
viting, the  light  is  uncertain  and  insufiScient,  and 
diminishes  as  .you  enter  the  stack.  If  the  stack- 
room  be  heated  in  winter  you  have  the  "heat 
fiend"  in  the  upper  galleries.  In  summer  this 
fiend  there  holds  undisturbed  possession.  If  you 
climb  the  stairs  from  gallery  to  gallery  the  '*  tread- 
mill devir*  is  at  your  heels.  The  stack  with 
which  I  am  most  familiar  is  that  of  Harvard 
University,  the  first  which  was  constructed.  Be- 
sides my  own  observations  I  have  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  several  of  my  assistants  who  have 
been  employed  in  that  library.  The  heat  in  sum- 
mer in  the  upper  galleries  is  excessive.  The  light 
in  the  galleries  is  generally  poor,  and  in  the  lower 
ones  the  numbers  and  titles  of  books  cannot  be 
read  in  doudy  weather  or  after  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  The  galleries  are  not  convenient 
or  light  enough  for  the  consultation  of  books.  I 
have  never  met  a  person  who  had  used  or  been 
employed  in  the  library  who  spoke  well  of  that 
stack. 

Another  form  of  stack  is  now  coming  to  the 
front ;  and,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  introduce  it  into  two  public  libraries  in 
that  portion  of  the  West  where  I  reside.  We 
shall  probably  hear  its  merits  extolled  in  this  dis- 
cussion. It  is  not  the  ordinary  stack  from  four  or 
six  stories  high,  but  a  three-story  stack  —  a  little 
devil  —  with  the  second  story  on  the  level  of  the 
delivery  room,  the  first  story  being  below  and  the 
third  story  above  that  level,  so  that  the  attendant 
in  any  event  can  have  only  one  flight  to  climb. 
This  is  better  than  having  two  or  more  flights ; 
but  it  is  better  still  to  have  no  flights  to  climb,  and 
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to  have  all  the  books  in  the  circulating  department 
on  a  level  with  the  delivery  counters.  A  person 
may  ascend  stairs  a  few  times  a  day  without  appar- 
ent injury ;  but  when  often  repeated  the  exertion 
becomes  wearisome  and  positively  injurious  to 
health.  On  account  of  the  general  introduction  of 
elevators,  stairs  are  more  unusual  and  more  of  a 
nuisance  than  formerly.  Physicians  state  that  in 
cities  where  little  of  dwelling  houses  is  on  the 
ground  floor  and  much  in  the  air,  the  health  of 
women  is  undermined  by  stairs.  Many  years  ago, 
when  I  had  charge  of  the  Mercantile  Library  in 
Boston,  a  delivery  counter  was  put  in  which  was 
six  inches  too  high,  and  there  was  a  step  of  that 
height  for  the  attendants  to  stand  upon  when 
changing  books.  A  strong,  healthy  man,  who  had 
been  in  the  library  for  several  years,  was  in  service 
at  the  delivery  counter.  In  less  than  a  year  after 
putting  in  that  step  his  health  began  to  fail,  he 
was  lame,  had  sciatica,  and  the  same  symptoms  the 
treadmill  prisoners  in  England  exhibited.  We  did 
not  suspect  the  cause,  and  sent  him  away  to  recu- 
perate. He  came  back  all  right  and  went  to 
work ;  but  the  old  troubles  came  on  again  and  he 
had  to  leave.  Taking  up  other  work,  his  health 
was  perfectly  restored.  Another  person  took  his 
place  in  the  library,  and  in  about  six  months  he 
was  affected  in  the  same  way.  Since  my  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  subject  of  library  con- 
struction, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  troubles  of 
these  men  were  brought  on  by  that  one  step  which 
their  duties  required  them  to  ascend  constantly 
during  the  day.  The  work  of  attendants  in  our 
libraries,  who  are  generally  women,  is  now  very 
fatiguing,  even  when  they  work  on  a  level  with  the 
delivery  counters ;  and  it  is  a  question  worth  the 
consideration  of  a  Humane  Society  whether  it  is 
justifiable  to  burden  them  further  with  the  cruelty 
of  climbing  stairs,  even  if  it  be  only  a  single  flight. 
Another  objection  I  have  to  a  three-deck  stack 
is  that  the  galleries  cannot  be  sufficiently  lighted. 
Light  has  the  peculiarity  that  it  always  moves  in 
straight  lines,  and  will  not  turn  a  corner  unless  it 
be  reflected.  No  high  light,  that  is,  light  from  the 
sky,  which  is  the  only  effective  light,  reaches  any 
part  of  the  interior  of  the  stack,  for  it  is  cut  off  by 
the  floor  of  the  gallery  above.  The  only  light 
taken  in,  therefore,  is  the  horizontal  light  reflected 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  street ;  it  may  be  a 
dingy  brick  or  stone  building  which  gives  off  little 
reflection  in  clear  weather,  and  on  cloudy  days 
scarcely  any.  The  tunnel  between  the  book-cases, 
from  20  to  25  feet  long,  is  to  be  lighted,  if  at  all, 
by  this  weak  horizontal  reflection,  and  through  a 


window  with  an  opening  of  about  six  by  two  and 
t,  half  feet,  I  do  not  believe  the  stack,  can  be  so 
lighted.  It  may  ,be  lighted  by  electricity,  and  so 
may  any  dark  room ;  but  to  suggest  this  alterna- 
tive is  a  confession  of  weakness  in  the  scheme. 
No  light  is  so  effective  and  essential  in  a  library  as 
natural  light.  It  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  condemn- 
ing any  plan  of  library  construction  which  does 
not  furnish  an  abundance  of  natural  illumination. 

I  believe  in  shelving  books  in  a  single  tier  of 
cases  not  more  than  eight  feet  high,  in  rooms  of 
moderate  height,  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  feet,  and 
with  no  galleries.  The  space  above  the  book- 
cases is  needed  for  the  distribution  of  light  and 
the  circulation  of  air.  These  book  rooms  are 
always  light.  When  250,000  volumes  can  be 
shelved  in  this  manner,  in  a  space  one  hundred 
feet  square,  or  on  10,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  talk  about  stacks. 
It  is  desirable  to  have  all  the  books  in  the  library 
on  one  floor ;  but  if  there  be  not  space  enough, 
take  two,  three  or  four  floors,  and  have  an  elevator 
running  to  each.  Classify  the  books  into  depart- 
ments, and  assign  these  departments  to  the  several 
floors  as  will  be  most  convenient  to  readers.  When 
a  person  wants  a  book  he  goes  to  the  department 
where  it  belongs.  This  principle  is  applied  in  the 
large  retail  stores  in  every  city,  and  is  regarded  as 
a  convenience  to  all  concerned.  I  have  never  seen 
it  applied  to  a  library,  but  see  no  reason  why  it  is 
»  not  practicable.  It  may  be  asked  what  classifica- 
tion of  departments  I  would  make  for  the  several 
stories.  I  have  not  given  special  thought  to  the 
matter,  but  will  throw  out  some  suggestions.  As 
prose,  fiction,  and  juvenile  reading  form  nearly 
three-quarters  of  the  circulation  in  popular  libra- 
ries, we  will  assign  these  books  and  readers  to  the 
first  story.  In  the  second  story  we  will  place  his- 
tory and  biography,  travels  and  geography, 
poetry  and  drama,  essays  and  miscellanies, 
language,  French,  German,  and  Italian  liter- 
ature. In  the  third  story  we  will  place  fine 
arts,  practical  and  useful  arts,  natural  sciences, 
religion,  philosophy.  In  the  fourth  story,  politi- 
cal economy,  social  science,  education,  politics 
and  government,  public  documents. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  would  not  under 
any  circumstances  recommend  the  construction  of 
a  stack ;  but  I  will  say  that  I  have  never  seen  an 
instance  when  I  thought  it  advisable.  If  we  can- 
not get  the  thing  we  want,  it  is  good  policy  to  get 
the  best  thing  we  can.  I  should  not  like  to  go  to 
sea  in  a  bowl ;  but  if  it  were  necessary  to  go  and  I 
could  get  nothing  better,  I  think  I  should  try  it 
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I  have  said  nothing  aboat  the  plans  of  the  New- 
berry Library  which  I  folly  explained  at  our  last 
meeting  at  the  White  Mountains,  and  I  have  omit- 
ted speaking  of  them  now  because  few  members 
here  are  interested  in  a  purely  reference  library 
where  no  books  are  circulated.  I  may  say  in  brief 
that  our  method  is  to  classify  books  into  depart- 
ments such  as  Fine  Arts,  Practical  and  Useful 
Arts,  History,  Political  Economy,  and  Social  Sci- 
ence, Religion,  etc^  and  to  give  each  of  these 
departments  a  separate  room,  where  the  books  are 
read  as  well  as  shelved.  We  begin  with  a  few 
departments,  and  as  the  number  of  volumes 
increase  and  more  space  is  needed,  the  depart- 
ments are  subdivided  and  each  of  the  subdivisions 
are  given  separate  rooms.  For  instance,  when  the 
room  for  History  is  becoming  full,  the  American 
history  is  taken  out  and  assigned  to  another  room. 
We  have  a  large  number  of  rooms,  and  when  these 
are  occupied,  which  will  be  some  years  hence, 
there  is  opportunity  for  extending  the  structure 
and  providing  more  rooms.  It  is,  in  short,  many 
special  libraries  under  one  roof  and  one  adminis- 
tration, and  each  having  attendants  familiar  with 
the  specialty  which  the  room  contains.  The 
library  in  temporary  quarters  has  now  about  80,- 
000,  and  the  new  building  is  in  progress  of  con- 
struction. The  reference  library  which  Mr.  Sutro 
is  collecting  and  generously  proposes  to  give  to 
the  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  will  have  the  same 
general  character  as  the  Newberry  Library,  of  • 
Chicago,  and  in  the  building  he  will  construct 
for  it  some  of  the  principles  described  may  be 
applied ;  but  for  ordinary  and  circulating  libraries 
they  have  no  adaptation. 

The  Prbsident.— *In  regard  to  going  up  and 
down  stairs,  I  found  that  on  account  of  econ- 
omy of  space  I  must  have  a  stack  in  the  new 
building  just  put  up  in  Worcester,  and  I  have  a 
little  elevator  running  through  its  four  stories. 
I  do  not  mean  that  the  young  ladies  shall  run 
up  and  down  stairs  at  all,  but  that  they  shall  use 
the  elevator. 

Mr.  Whblplky.  —  I  was  very  much  in  hopes, 
before  the  convention  closes,  to  have  Dr.  Poole 
tell  us  who  was  responsible  for  the  Cincinnati 
Public  Library.  That  appears  to  be  a  library  in 
which  all  the  bad  features  which  are  spoken  of 
from  time  to  time  are  grouped.  We  have  had  the 
reduction  of  the  bindings  to  powder  carried  on 
probably  as  successfully  as  it  could  be  done 
anywhere,  or  more  so;  and  not  only  the 
reduction  once  to  powder,  but  the  books  have 
been  rebound  and   have  again   undergone    the 


same  process.  We  have  had  the  climbing  of  six 
stories  of  iron  stairs,  adding  to  that  another  story 
between  the  two  roofs,  and  all  the  remarks  that 
have  been  made  by  Dr.  Poole,  in  reg^d  to  the 
health  of  those  who  are  required  to  make  a  tread- 
mill journey  from  day  to  day,  I  could  supplement. 

The  Pebsidbnt. —  You  have  no  elevators? 

Mr,  Whklplky. —  We  have  no  elevators  and  I 
cannot  see  where  we  could  have  them. 

The  Pebsidbnt. —  Yours  is  not  the  stack  sys- 
tem? 

Mr.  Whblplby.— No,  it  is  the  old  cathedral 
system.  We  introduced  the  electric  light  and  it 
has  purified  the  atmosphere.  I  can  see  that  it  has 
stopped  the  deterioration  of  the  books  in  the 
upper  stories.  The  same  rules  are  to  be  applied 
to  the  health  of  books  as  to  the  health  of  men. 
We  want  less  heat  and  better  ventilation,  to  pre- 
serve the  books,  and  I  think  the  use  of  the  electric 
Jght  will  influence  this.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
little  of  the  searching  criticism  of  Dr.  Poole  and 
others  who  know  about  the  Cincinnati  Public 
Library,  for  I  think  it  would  produce  a  beneficial 
effect  and  probably  lead  towards  a  new  library. 

Dr.  PooLB. —  When  I  was  called  to  Cincinnati, 
in  1869,  ^^^  ^^^  b^ci  httn  bought,  the  plans  of  the 
building  had  been  made,  and  the  superstructure 
was  already  put  in,  so  that  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  plans  of  construction.  Besides,  \i  I  had 
had  the  opportunity,  I  do  not  think  I  should 
have  made  changes,  for  my  attention  had  not 
been  called  to  the  subject  of  construction  at  that 
time. 

The  Pebsidbnt. — I  suppose  that  everybody 
thinks  that  Dr.  Poole's  plans  for  the  arrangement 
of  his  library  building  are  excellent ;  but  most  of  us 
believe  that  we  must  have  stacks  for  various  consid- 
erations, and  I  want  to  point  out  two  or  three  facts. 
One  is  that  you  avoid  the  treadmill  by  having  an 
elevator ;  another  is  that,  although  you  may  not 
leave  space  above  your  stacks,  yet,  with  the  elec- 
tric light  and  ventilation,  you  can  prevent  largely 
the  deterioration  of  books. 

Dr.  PooLB. —  Does  the  attendant  run  the  ele- 
vator ? 

The  Pebsidbnt. —  I  have  a  little  hydraulic 
elevator  running  through  the  different  stories  of 
the  stack,  which  the  attendants  run  for  them- 
selves. Then  we  have  two  other  large  elevators 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  BowKBE. —  May  I  put  in  a  word  ?  The 
development  now  is  in  the  direction  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  same  current  which  supplies  the 
light  to  running  the  elevators.    It  will  be  a  very 
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important  deTclopment  in  libraxy  architecture,  so 
that  you  will  not  have  to  use  hydraulic  power. 
You  can  improve  in  the  matter  of  light  by  putting 
windows  opposite  every  column  of  the  stack  and 
having  them  as  high  as  you  can,  and  by  white- 
washing or  painting  the  walls  of  the  buildings 
opposite  you  can  do  a  great  deal  to  get  in  light 
even  in  the  city.  Then  you  have  these  electric 
lights  with  long  hose  in  the  middle  of  each  set  of 
shelves  that  are  long  enough  to  be  carried  to  the 
end  of  your  stack.  These  are  ways  in  which  you 
get  over  the  difficulties  in  a  stack,  and  most  of  us 
believe  that  a  stack  is  the  form  that  we  must  have 
in  our  libraries. 

Miss  Hbwins. —  In  the  conditions  of  our  build- 
ing in  Hartford  we  have  two  problems  to  con- 
sider. One  is  the  circulating  library,  where  we 
have  the  stack  on  the  ground  floor,  and  the  other 
is  the  Watkinson  library  of  reference,  where  the 
"  alcove  system  "  is  to  be  followed,  so  that  persons 
coming  into  the  hall  can  see  at  once  that  beautiful 
collection  of  books.  I  think  that  this  is  some- 
thing to  be  considered. 

The  P&BSIDBNT.—  Will  the  public  be  allowed 
to  go  to  the  shelves  ? 

Miss  Hbwins.—  That  has  not  been  settled,  but 
I  think  that  it  will  be  allowed  in  the  reference 
library. 

The  P&ssiDENT.—  That  is,  in  the  alcoves  ? 

Miss  Hbwins.— No,  all  the  work  at  present  is 
done  in  the  middle  room.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  for  sitting  in  the  alcove ;  there  will  be  a 
window  put  in. 

The  Prbsidbnt.— I  will  call  upon  Mr.  Catter. 
We  must  all  be  brief  in  order  to  finish  by  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  CuTTBRw — I  shall  have  to  lead  your 
thoughts  in  a  little  different  direction  from  that 
which  they  have  lately  been  following  and  take  up 
another  side  of  the  subject  When  in  the  Buffalo 
convention  we  were  considering  whether  it  was 
worth  while  to  have  a  school  for  librarians,  I  remem 
ber  thinking,  and  I  believe  saying,  that  it  was  even 
more  important  to  have  one  for  library  trustees, 
and  perhaps  there  is  no  matter  in  which  it  is  more 
desirable  that  the  trustees  should  be  instructed 
than  that  of  library  architecture.  Every  other 
mistake  which  a  Board  of  Trustees  may  make  in 
regard  to  the  administration  of  a  library  can  be 
corrected,  but  a  mistake  in  a  building  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  correct  To  re-catalogue  your 
library,  if  catalogued  on  a  wrong  principle,  would 
be  very  expensive ;  still  more  expensive  would  it 
be  to  reclassify  it;  but  to  re-build  isruinous.  Yet 


judging  from  the  results  one  would  suppose  that 
many  building  committees  did  not  know  that  there 
is  any  difference  between  the  good  building  and 
the  bad  building,  from  a  library  point  of  view. 
Their  attention  is  almost  always  centered  on  the 
appearance  of  the  edifice ;  they  want  (very  prop- 
erly) to  make  a  structure  which  will  be  an  honor 
to  the  dty.  Even  from  a  library  point  of  view 
that  is  very  desirable,  because  the  library  building 
ought  to  be  attractive  to  draw  people  into  it 

Nothing  is  to  be  said  against  that.  But  they  do 
not  feel  what  we  feel  strongly,  that  the  success  of 
the  library,  in  a  very  great  degree,  depends  upon 
the  adaptation  of  the  building  to  its  purpose. 
They  do  not  understand  that  the  cost  of  running 
the  library  will  depend  largely  upon  whether  it  is 
suited  to  its  purpose,  and  whether  it  is  constructed 
so  as  to  admit  of  economy  of  administration.  In 
many  of  our  libraries  this  is  an  extremely  impor- 
tant matter.  Suppose  a  city  has  a  certain  sum 
given  to  it  for  a  building  on  condition  that  it  fur- 
nishes the  money  to  buy  the  books  and  run  the 
library  afterwards.  It  will  make  a  great  difference 
in  the  annual  expense  whether  the  library  is  so 
built  that  the  attendants  go  for  each  book  an 
average  of  50^  or  of  too,  or  of  150  feet;  whether 
it  is  so  planned  that  it  requires  a  great  deal  or  a 
very  litUe  supervision,  a  great  many  or  a  very  few 
attendants  in  the  different  rooms. 

Of  course  it  is  not  feasible  to  have  a  school  for 
building  committees.  The  only  thing  we  can  do 
is  to  get  as  many  trustees  as  possible  to  attend 
these  conventions  and  listen  to  what  is  said  in 
regard  to  library  architecture.  We  must  work  up 
public  opinion,  so  far  as  we  can,  as  to  the  superi- 
ority of  a  good  library  building  over  a  bad  library 
building. 

Mr.  Soule  has  given  us  a  most  excellent  state- 
ment of  what  is  desirable  in  library  buildings. 
There  is  another  side  to  the  question ;  one  may 
make  a  statement  of  what  not  to  do.  I  could  not 
pretend  to  do  it  with  his  fullness,  but  taking  my 
own  library  as  an  example,  I  can  indicate  several 
points  which  I  advise  you  should  avoid.  The 
Boston  Athenaeum  is  remarkable  in  this,  that 
although  it  was  not  designed  by  an  architect,  it 
was  for  many  years  held  to  be  one  of  the  hand- 
somest buildings  in  Boston;  and  although  it  was 
not  planned  by  one  who  knew  anything  about 
building  libraries,  and  I  do  not  think  the  advice  of 
any  librarian  was  asked  in  regard  to  it — probably 
no  librarian  could  have  given  good  advice  at  that 
time,  forty  years  ago— yet  it  has  served  the 
porpose  of  a  library  fairly  weU.    But  there  are 
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several  features  which  stand  much  in  the  way 
of  good  work  and  of  comfort,  and  make  it  more 
expensive  to  ran  the  library. 

We  have  very  low  windows,  their  tops  six  or 
eight  feet  below  the  ceUing.  The  consequence  is 
that  the  whole  room  is  badly  lighted  and  the  upper 
part  is  simply  a  reservoir  of  darkness.  Of  course, 
according  to  the  modern  doctrine,  we  ought  to  put 
no  books  up  there.  But  what  are  we  to  do  when 
the  lower  shelves  are  full  and  many  have  double 
rows  of  books  upon  them  ?  We  must  put  books 
in  the  galleries  though  we  cannot  see  them  when 
they  are  there. 

We  have  the  alcove  S3rstem,  and  a  window  in 
each  alcove.  The  window  is  not  as  wide  as  the 
alcove,  leaving  a  wall  space  at  the  side.  It  is 
necessary  to  have  shelves  on  that  wall  space.  The 
result  is  that  when  one  wants  to  get  a  book  by  the 
side  of  the  window  the  light  dazzles  one*s  eyes  and 
no  light  falls  upon  the  book ;  and  as  the  public  go 
to  our  shelves,  they  are  subject  to  the  same  dis- 
comforts as  we. 

We  have  high  shelves,  ten  feet  high,  compelling 
the  use  of  ladders.  Ordinary  light  ladders  are 
dangerous ;  people  tumble  off  of  them.  Solid  step 
ladders  which  can  be  rolled  around  occasion  more 
or  less  loss  of  time. 

The  railings  of  our  galleries  as  originally  put  in 
were  so  low  that  many  persons  complained  of 
dizziness,  and  we  were  obliged  to  raise  them. 

We  came  near  having  some  very  objectionable 
stairs.  There  was  a  room  sixty  feet  long,  with 
galleries;  it  was  entered  at  the  west  end;  the 
staircase  to  the  gallery  was  put  at  the  east  end. 
A  person  going  into  the  room  in  search  of  a  book 
at  the  west  end  of  the  gallery,  though  it  might  be 
almost  within  reach  as  he  entered,  must  go  sixty 
feet  to  the  end  of  the  room,  sixty  feet  back  to  the 
west  end  of  the  gallery,  and  then  retrace  all  those 
steps.  The  borrower,  for  whom  he  was  getting 
the  book,  had  to  wait  while  he  walked  forty  yards 
unnecessarily.  I  did  not  see  thb  design  before  it 
was  carried  into  execution.  When  I  did,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  point  out  to  the  architect  the 
result  of  his  plan  to  get  him  to  put  another  stair- 
case in  the  west  corner  near  the  door.  I  have 
seen  almost  exactly  the  same  thing  done  in  two 
other  libraries,  showing  the  foolishness  of  having 
plans  made  and  accepted  by  men  who  do  not 
know  what  library  work  is. 

We  have,  as  I  said,  the  alcove  arrangement, 
which  obliges  us  to  go  twice  as  far  as  there  is  any 
need  of,  because  a  large  part  of  the  books  might 
just  as  well  have  been  stored  in  a  compact  stack. 


One  feature,  which  would  generally  be  objec- 
tionable, I  like.  All  our  work  is  done  in  puldlc — 
the  cataloging,  classification,  collating,  pasting, 
everything.  This  arrangement  brings  myself  and 
my  assbtants  into  closer  contact  with  the  public, 
and  I  think  it  worth  while  to  endure  all  the 
inconvenience  for  the  sake  of  that. 

Mr.  RowELU —  Would  you  recommend  it  ? 

Mr.  CuTTKS.— Not  for  all  libraries,  but  it 
suits  us.  I  should  certainly  urge  that  there  should 
be  proper  rooms  for  all  mechanical  work,  and  that 
books  necessary  for  cataloging  should  be  close 
to  the  catalogs. 

We  have  no  space  whatever  where  a  teacher 
can  meet  her  class  and  look  over  large  books  or 
engravings.  Our  library  is  much  used  in  that 
way.  Teacher  and  pupils  have  to  crowd  into  a 
small  room  where  the  art  books  are  kept  Some- 
times two  classes  are  there  at  the  same  time,  with 
resulting  confusion.  From  my  own  experience 
one  of  the  most  important  things  in  a  library  of 
any  size  is  that  there  should  be  some  place  where 
a  class  can  be  met  by  their  teachers,  and  not 
interfere  with  the  regular  work  of  the  library ;  yet 
I  have  heard  of  a  library  just  built  at  a  cost  of 
$250,000  that  has  no  class-rooms  for  the  public 
and  no  working-rooms  for  the  force. 

These  evils  that  I  have  pointed  out  may  seem 
to  you  small  matters.  And  each  by  itself  b; 
but  taken  together,  and  each  one  working  its 
little  hindrance  or  annoyance  many  times  a  day, 
they  produce  an  amount  of  delay  and  discomfort 
that  cannot  be  neglected.  I  doubt  if  it  is  too 
much  to  say  that  by  reason  of  them  every  real 
scholar  who  goes  to  the  library  b  prevented  of 
something  that  he  might  be  able  to  accomplish, 
or  is  obliged  to  spend  more  time  about  it  than  he 
need  in  a  well-planned  building.  Surely  it  is 
worth  while  to  avoid  such  a  result  by  a  little 
forethought. 

FIFTH   SESSION. 

(WEDNBSpAY  EVENING,  OCTOBER   I4.) 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  of  the  return 
from  Stanford  University,  in  order  to  give  mem- 
bers time  to  dine,  the  President  did  not  call  the 
meeting  to  order  until  8.J0  p.  m. 

President  Green  read  his  paper  on 

LIBRARIES  AND  SCHOOLS. 

{Seep,  22,) 
Miss  Hewins.— When   I  first  went  to  Hart- 
ford, sixteen  years  ago,  the  reproach  was  thrown 
at  the  library  by  the  principal  of  a  large  school, 
that  it  was  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  hb  pupils,  for 
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the  only  use  that  they  made  of  it  was  to  read 
trashy  books,  which  lowered  their  standing  in 
school.  So  far  as  I  know,  however,  he  never  made 
any  suggestions  as  to  the  better  reading  to  be  found 
in  the  library.  We  did  not  try  to  do  much  work 
in  the  schools  until  about  seven  years  ago,  when 
an  old  teacher  resigned,  and  a  young  man  trained 
in  modem  methods  of  teaching  took  his  place. 
He  at  once  began  to  uke  an  interest  in  the  pupils' 
reading,  and  imparted  an  entirely  new  spirit  to  his 
school.  He  took  a  subscription  at  the  library 
which  gave  him  ten  or  twelve  books  at  a  time,  to 
be  kept  in  the  school  room.  The  pupils  have  ever 
since  made  a  record  of  what  they  read  there  and  at 
home,  and  every  winter  this  record  is  sent  me  for 
notes  and  comments.  I  have  observed  steady 
growth  in  power  of  expression  besides  marked 
improvement  in  the  reading  of  the  successive 
classes.  After  a  while  one  or  two  of  the  other 
schools  begian  to  take  books.  Last  year  the 
amount  was  raised  to  make  our  library  free,  but 
the  building  is  still  unfinished,  and  we  charge  a 
nominal  sum  for  subscription  in  order  to  keep 
away  a  larger  crowd  of  readers  than  we  can  handle. 
After  the  larger  sums  for  the  library  had  been 
subscribed  smaller  gifts  were  called  for,  and  the 
school  children,  even  in  the  kindergartens,  gave  so 
generously  in  proportion  to  their  means  that 
we  decided  to  offer  them  the  first  use  of 
the  free  library.  Last  winter,  at  a  special  meet- 
ing of  our  Board  of  Directors,  it  was  decided  to 
spend  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  duplicates  of 
interesting  books  on  American  history  and  add 
them  to  what  we  already  had  for  the  use  of  the 
schools.  The  duplicate  books  are  Abbott's  Miles 
Standish,  Mrs.  Auftdn's  Standish  of  Standish, 
Brooks'  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Catherwood's 
Romance  of  Dollard,  Coffin's  Boys  of  '76  and 
Building  the  Nation,  Cooke's  Stories  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  Cooper's  Lionel  Lincoln  and  Wept  of 
Wishton-Wish,  £ggleston*s  Montezuma,  Pocahon* 
tas,  and  Tecumseh,  Fiske's  Civil  Government  in  the 
United  States  and  War  of  Independence,  Goss' 
Jed,  Hale's  Philip  Nolan's  Friends  and  George 
Washington,  Miss  Hale's  Mexico,  Harte's  Thank- 
ful Blossom,  Henty's  By  Right  of  Conquest,  True 
to  the  Old  Flag,  and  With  Wolfe  in  Canada,  Mrs. 
Jackson's  Ramona,  Markham's  Colonial  Days, 
Munroe's  Flamingo  Feather,  Scudder's  George 
Washington,  Mrs.  Stowe's  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin, 
Thompson's  Green  Mountain  Boys,  and  Mrs. 
Wright's  Children's  Stories  in  American  History 
and  Children's  Stories  in  American  Progress.  We 
have  in  our  bulletin  for  July,  1891,  a  list,  arranged 


under  periods,  of  all  the  books  in  the  library  which 
we  recommend  for  school  use  in  connection  with 
United  States  history,  and  we  have  another  now 
out  of  print,  of  the  best  book^  of  travel  for  refer- 
ence in  geography.  Sixteen  schools  use  our  books. 
Some  of  them  are  two  or  three  miles  out  in  the 
country,  away  from  even  a  Sunday  school  library, 
and,  in  order  that  the  pupils  may  form  a  habit  of 
reading,  we  send  them  interesting  stories,  besides 
books  directly  connected  with  their  studies. 

Mr.  Brett's  paper  on 

THE  CLEVELAND  LIBRARIES  AND  SCHOOLS 

was  then  read  by  Miss  Allan. 
(See  p.  30.) 

Mr.  Utlsy. —  Some  three  years  ago  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  between  the  Board  of  Education 
of  our  city  and  the  public  library  commission,  by 
which  the  Board  of  Education  became  responsible 
for  the  preservation  and  safe  return  to  the  library 
of  books  specially  procured  for  use  in  the  schools, 
and  they  also  provided  transportation  between  the 
library  and  the  school  houses.  A  number  of  boxes 
were  furnished  in  which  the  books  are  placed. 
The  principals  of  the  schools  made  the  selection 
of  books.  The  high  school  grades  are  provided 
with  a  list  of  something  like  1,500  books.  The 
books  were  purchased  expressly  for  this  use  and 
were  not  taken  from  the  library  shelves;  they 
were  in  all  cases  duplicates,  so  that  the  library  was 
left  with  its  usual  number  of  copies  to  be  used  in 
the  ordinary  manner.  In  the  high  school  grades 
the  number  of  copies  of  each  book  was  designated  by 
he  principal  and  ran  from  a  single  book  to  sis  high 
as  fifty  copies,  depending  on  the  size  of  classes  and 
the  extent  of  use  desired.  When  a  subject  is 
taken  up  upon  which  special  reading  is  required 
by  the  teachers,  these  books  are  called  Tor  by  the 
principal  ahd  sent  to  the  school.  When  the  class 
passes  beyond  that  study  and  a  new  series  is 
required,  the  old  list  is  returned  to  the  library  and 
a  new  list  is  sent  out. 

In  the  grammar  schools  in  the  7th  and  8th 
grades  we  have  children  from  ten  to  thirteen  years 
of  age.  In  these  grades  the  number  of  copies  of 
a  book  is  usually  twenty,  and  the  custom  is  to 
make  up  the  list  about  once  in  five  weeks,  sending 
out  the  books  seven  or  eight  times  a  year.  The 
team  comes  to  the  library  for  the  books,  and  they 
are  all  sent  out  at  the  same  time,  generally  occu- 
pying about  two  dajTS  in  making  the  delivery.  At 
the  end  of  the  five  weeks  the  books  are  returned 
to  the  library  to  be  redistributed  and  sent  out 
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again.  The  same  books  do  not  go  back  to  a 
school  ordinarily  more  frequently  than  once  in 
two  years. 

These  books  are  treated  in  dififerent  achoob  in 
different  manner.  In  some  they  are  read  in  the 
school  houses,  being  given  to  the  pupils  when 
they  have  accomplished  their  lessons  or  have  con- 
ducted themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  to  merit 
some  reward.  In  most  schools,  however,  they  are 
circulated  as  they  are  circulated  from  the  library ; 
that  is,  the  children  are  allowed  to  take  them 
home  to  be  read.  From  records  kept  at  some 
schools  it  appeared  that  every  one  of  these  books 
is  read  about  three  times  during  this  period  of  five 
weeks.  In  the  5th  and  6th  grades,  there  being  a 
larger  number  of  children,  a  larger  number  of 
•books  was  prepared.  In  some  instances  100 
copies  of  the  books  are  furnished,  and  they  are 
circulated  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  7th  and 
8th  grades.  This  plan  has  been  in  operation 
about  three  years,  and  I  think  it  is  eminently 
successful. 

Of  course,  very  much  depends  upon  the  teachers 
themselves ;  if  they  are  not  interested  the  children 
are  not  likely  to  become  so,  but  I  notice  that  the 
plan  is  becoming"  more  and  more  popular,  as  time 
passes  and  as  teachers  and  children  see  its  advan- 
tages. The  effect  is  seen  already  in  the  circula- 
tion of  books  from  the  library  itself ;  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  character  dE  books  called  for 
by  young  people  is  manifest 

Miss  Kelso. —  Do  you  permit  the  pupils  to  take 
books  from  the  library,  as  well  as  from  the 
school,  giving  them  a  library  card  at  the  same 
time? 

Mr.  Utley. —  The  pupils  may  have  library 
cards,  and  many  of  them  do,  and  go  to  the 
library  and  borrow  books,  in  addition  to  those 
which  they  get  from  the  school ;  but  there  is  no 
arrangement  for  distributing  books  to  the  schools 
upon  special  cards  held  by  teachers,  as  is  done 
in  some  libraries.  I  think  that  was  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Brett  and  some  others.  The  plan  of  distrib- 
uting the  books  in  the  schools  is  a  distinct 
arrangement,  separate  and  apart  from  the  ordi- 
nary circulation  of  library  books  upon  cards. 
Children  under  fourteen  years  of  age  do  not  have 
library  cards  in  their  own  name,  but  they  may  use 
the  cards  of  their  parents  We  gi  ve  books  when  the 
cards  are  presented,  to  any  child,  no  matter  how 
small. 

Mr.  Green.— In  Worcester  we  have  a  blue 
card  which  we  give  to  persons  too  young  to  have 
the  kind  of  card  usually  given  out,  but  whom  we 


think  it  desirable  should  have  cards,  and  they  msy 
take  books  out  on  those  cards.  The  attendants 
are  all  instructed  to  look  after  the  reading  of  per- 
sons having  the  blue  cards,  so  as  to  see  that  they 
get  books  adapted  to  their  age,  and  good  books. 
We  should  like  to  hear  from  Dr.  Linderfelt  as  to 
what  has  been  done  in  Milwaukee  in  this  line. 

Dr.  Linderfelt.—  I  have  very  little  to  report 
unlike  what  has  already  been  said.  There  may  be 
some  slight  difference  in  the  methods  used  in  our 
library,  but  the  results  are  substantially  the  same. 
Our  system  of  distributing  books  directly  to  the 
schools  through  the  teachers  was  inaugurated 
something  like  four  years  ago,  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  a  large  class  of  the  community  to  whom 
the  existence  of  the  library  was  practically 
unknown.  The  method  which  we  employ  in  carry^ 
ing  on  this  work  is  this :  The  teachers  of  any  of 
the  upper  grades  in  a  public  school  either 
come  to  the  library  and  select  for  themselves,  or 
send  into  us  a  list  of  a  number  of  books  sufficient 
to  go  around  among  the  scholars  under  their  charge, 
generally  thirty  to  sixty  books  each.  These  are 
then  sent  from  the  library  to  the  school,  and  from 
the  school  back  to  the  library,  at  the  expense  of  the 
library,  the  work  of  transfer  being  attended  to  by 
the  person  employed  for  delivering  books  every 
day  to  the  regularly  established  delivery  stations. 
The  books  are  kept  by  the  teacher  two  months, 
which  is  twice  as  long  as  any  other  books  can  be 
kept  out  of  the  library,  and  then  returned ;  but, 
of  course,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  teacher 
returning  them  before  the  time  or  from  taking  the 
same  books,  or  a  part  of  them,  back  again,  if  he 
choose,  though,  as  a  rule,  it  has  been  found  that  the 
time  allowed  is  amply  sufficient.  While  the  books 
are  at  the  schools  they  are  given  out  by  the  teadier 
in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  library,  so  that  the 
school  practically,  for  the  time  being,  becomes  a 
branch  of  the  public  library.  No  child  in  the 
school  can  take  home  any  of  these  books  unless 
provided  with  a  regular  library  card,  in  no  way  dif- 
fering from  the  card  used  at  the  library  itself.  This 
prevents  drawing  more  than  one  book  at  a  time, 
whether  from  the  school  or  from  the  library,  the 
only  restriction  being  that  a  book  drawn  from  a 
school  must  be  returned  at  the  same  school.  The 
teacher,  by  this  means,  is  relieved  from  all  personal 
responsibility  as  to  the  library  books  that  he  gives 
out  at  his  school,  since,  as  soon  as  a  book  is  drawn 
from  the  teacher  on  a  regular  library  card,  the 
father  of  the  child,  or  whoever  else  serves  as  his 
guarantor,  becomes  responsible  for  the  safe  return 
of  the  book.    With  each  book  we  furnish  a  card* 
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which  is  a  fac  simile  of  the  charging  slip  used  in  the 
library,  but  of  a  different  color,  and  which  the 
teacher  uses  for  charging  the  book  each  time  it  is 
given  out.  This  slip  is  returned  to  the  library  with 
the  book,  and  tells  its  own  story,  as  to  what  books 
are  most  used  and  consequently  need  to  be  fur- 
nished in  a  number  of  duplicates.  We  have  at 
various  times  expended  ^500  each  time  in  duplicat- 
ing substantially  the  same  list  of  the  books 
most  frequently  called  for,  and,  as  the  system  of 
school  delivery  is  being  extended  so  as  to  include 
more  and  more  of  the  lower  classes  and  younger 
children,  this  duplication  of  books  must  be  carried 
on  contiuually.  We  thoroughly  believe,  however, 
that  we  can  in  no  other  way  better  serve  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  library  has  been  established, 
than  by  furnishing  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  best 
literature,  even  if  we  thereby  should  be  obliged  to 
curtail  the  amount  available  for  the  purpose  of 
what  may  be  styled  ornamental  literature. 

As  regards  the  books  which  the  teachers  select 
for  use  in  the  school  room,  they  are  generally  such 
as  are  intimately  connected  with  studies  of  the 
class,  though  not  necessarily  restricted  to  books 
directly  discussing  the  subject  in  hand,  but  con- 
sist of  illustrative  fiction  and  supplementary  read- 
ing of  all  kinds.  So  thoroughly  is  this  system  of 
school  work  now  organized  that  if  a  school  or  a 
single  teacher  in  a  school  is  not  making  use  of  the 
privileges  that  we  offer,  we  send  our  superinten- 
dent of  that  particular  branch  of  the  library  ser- 
vice to  ascertain  the  reason.  With  special  refer- 
ence to  this  school  work,  there  was,  a  few  years 
ago,  appointed  as  superintendent  of  the  delivery 
department  of  the  library  a  lady,  who,  while  a 
teacher  herself  in  one  of  the  schools,  had  been 
found  to  be  particularly  interested  in  that  part  of 
the  work  and  exhibited  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity 
in  interesting  her  scholars  in  the  reading  of  good 
books.  Thus,  when  a  great  many  of  her  pupils 
were  tardy  in  attendance,  and  every  other  means 
of  correcting  the  vicious  habit  had  failed,  she 
adopted  the  plan  of  reading  to  the  class  every 
morning,  for  ten  minutes  before  school  com- 
menced, the  then  new  story  of  Little  Lord  Faunt- 
leroy,  on  the  condition  that  if  any  one  were  late 
the  reading  was  postponed  until  the  next  morn- 
ing. After  this  had  been  done  a  few  mornings 
every  single  scholar  was  present  promptly  ten 
minutes  before  school  time,  and  ii  was  not  long 
before,  in  case  there  was  danger  of  one  being 
tardy,  the  other  children  would  start  out  to  find 
him  and  bring  him  in  on  time.  Under  this  lady's 
guidance  the  school  delivery  work  in  Milwaukee 


has  become  an  eminent  success,  and  we  would 
sooner  think  of  giving  up  any  other  department 
of  the  library  than  that 

Before  sitting  down  I  wish  to  mention  a  spec- 
ial experiment  made  by  one  of  our  school  princi- 
pals, who  made  an  application  to  the  library  for 
permisssion  to  keep  40  or  50  books  during  a  whole 
school  year,  for  carrying  out  a  plan  of  work 
which  he  had  conceived,  outside  of  the  ordinary 
school  work.  These  books  all  related  to  ancient 
Greek  and  Roman  history  and  were  given  out  to 
be  read  in  the  usual  way  by  the  members  of  the 
highest  class  of  his  school,  but  every  Friday  after- 
noon, after  school  hours,  the  class  met  for  an  hour 
or  so  and  discussed  what  they  had  read  during 
the  week.  Each  time  three  or  four  of  them  were 
required  to  give  a  resume,  in  their  own  words,  of  ^ 
any  passage  that  had  impressed  them  favorably, 
either  in  its  treatment  of  the  subject  or  as  illus- 
trating any  particular  phase  of  it.  These  exer- 
cises were  kept  up  during  the  entire  school  year, 
and  when  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  final  exercise 
was  held  in  public,  it  was  astonishing  to  find  what 
a  depth  of  knowledge  those  children  possessed  in 
the  main  facts  of  ancient  history,  all  of  which  was 
acquired  outside  of  the  regular  routine.  This 
year  the  same  principal  intends  to  take  up  modem 
history  in  the  same  msmner,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  when  his  children  leave  school  they  will  be 
far  in  advance  of  other  children  of  the  same  age 
who  have  not  had  such  training. 

Mr.  Flktchbr  then  gave  a  synopsis  of  his 
paper  on 

LIBRARY  LEGISLATION. 

{Set  A  31.) 
The  President  announced  invitations  to  Oak- 
land tomorrow. 
Adjourned. 

SIXTH   SESSION, 

(THURSDAY  MORNING,  OCTOBER  1 5.) 

Called  to  order  by  the  President. 

An  exhibition  of  articles  from  the  Library 
Bureau  of  Chicago,  on  the  platform,  was 
announced. 

A  letter  from  Miss  Hancock,  tendering  some 
souvenirs  of  Pescadero  beach  in  the  shape  of 
small  bottles  of  variegated  pebbles,  was  read : 
President  and  members  of  the  A,  L.  A.,  assembled 

in  San  Francisco,  Oct,^  i8gi:  — 

I  spent  my  vacation  this  year  at  Pescadero 
beach,  and  became  so  fascinated  picking  up  peb- 
bles that  I  did  nothing  else.    As  a  partial  result 
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of  that  pastime  I  have  prepared  these  souvenirs  for 
the  numbers  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  hope  that  in 
your  distant  homes  you  may  enjoy  in  looking  at 
them  a  little  bit  of  what  I  did  in  picking  them  up 
on  the  beach. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Caroline  G.  Hancock. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  extended 
to  Miss  Hancock. 

contagious  diseases  in  public  libraries, 

a  paper  by  Gardner  M.  Jones,  was  then  read 
by  Dr.  Wire,  who  at  the  end  said:  In  conse- 
quence of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  library 
with  which  I  am  connected,  I  have  had  no  expe* 
rience  whatever  in  the  dissemination  of  disease 
by  my  books.  People  with  small  pox  and  tjrphoid 
fever  are  not  likely  to  consult  books  in  a  medical 
reference  library. 

Mr.  Putnam's  paper  on 

ACCESS  TO  THE  SHELVES 

was  read  by  Mr.  Jenks. 

(^///.  62.) 

Mr.  Brett's  paper  on  the  same  subject  was 
read  by  Miss  Sherman. 

{Stfp.  34.) 

Mr.  Dana. — From  the  day  the  Denver  Public 
Library  was  opened  the  conduct  of  it  has  been 
based  on  the  principle  that  the  books  and  papers 
it  contains  are  the  property  of  the  public,  and  that 
the  institution  serves  the  purpose  of  its  existence 
only  when  those  books  and  papers  are  actually 
used. 

It  is  not  worth  while,  with  our  limited  experi- 
ence, to  do  more  than  to  say  that  our  conclusions 
as  to  access  to  shelves  are  exactly  in  harmony 
with  those  of  Mr.  Putnam.  The  Denver  Public 
Library  is  entirely  free  to  any  resident  of  the  city. 
Books  are  lent,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  simple 
promise  of  the  applicant  to  observe  the  library's 
regulations.  There  are,  properly  speaking,  no 
printed  rules  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  users  of  the 
library,  and  so  far,  the  need  for  them  has  not  been 
felt.  The  gate  in  the  fence  which  separates  the 
cases  from  the  reading  tables  is  sometimes  closed, 
but  never  locked.  Readers  who  wish  to  use  the 
reference  books,  which  for  want  of  space  else- 
where are  kept  behind  this  fence,  are  asked  to 
step  in,  and  told  to  enter  without  asking  the  next 
time  they  may  wish  to  use  them.  School  children 
in  particular  are  urged  to  come  in  and  use  the 


reference  books  and  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  books,  guides,  and  indexes  of  all  kinds. 
Book  borrowers,  who  ask  for  a  work  not  in,  are 
shown  the  way  to  the  shelf  containing  similar 
books  and  told  to  help  themselves.  Those  who 
wish  to  look  over  the  library  in  a  general  way,  or 
for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  themselves  with  its 
resources  in  particular  lines,  are  given  every  pos- 
sible facility  for  doing  so.  Want  of  space  makes 
it  impossible  to  permit  readers  to  go  to  the  fiction 
cases,  though  we  are  confident,  from  experiments 
we  have  tried  in  a  small  way,  that  Mr.  Putnam  is 
entirely  right  in  his  conclusion  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  so  doing. 

Very  few  books  are  lost  or  mutilated  — possibly 
forty  or  fifty  dollars'  worth  in  two  years.  The 
books  are  disarranged,  but  this  is  a  small  matter, 
relatively.  Probably  ten  persons  are  accomo- 
dated by  access  to  the  shelves  where  one  is  incon- 
venienced by  the  disarrangement.  The  quality  of 
reading  done  is  certainly  improved  by  giving  bor- 
rowers liberty  to  choose  for  themselves,  and  the 
number  of  books  read,  as  well  as  the  number  of 
users  of  the  library,  are  increased  by  the  liberal 
policy  pursued  in  its  management.  Our  library, 
it  will  be  seen,  has  so  far,  both  in  size  and  general 
conduct,  much  resembled  the  branch  library  of 
which  Mr.  Putnam  speaks,  and  bears  him  out  in 
his  conclusions. 

Order,  obedience  to  rules  and  r^ulations, 
silence,  comfort  or  convenience  of  librarian  and 
attendants,  library  traditions,  all  these  are  made  to 
give  way  to  the  one  essential  thing  —  the  putting 
the  people,  for  whom  the  library  is  established 
and  by  whom  it  is  supported,  in  actual  touch,  in 
intimate  personal  relations,  with  that  which  con- 
stitutes a  library,  the  books  themselves.  As  it 
is  true  on  the  one  hand,  as  Mr.  Putnam  says,  that 
the  worst  sin  one  can  commit  against  a  library  is 
to  stay  away  from  it,  so,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
have  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  worst  sin  against 
the  public  the  library  can  commit,  is  to  deny  it 
access  to  the  books  themselves. 

There  is  nothing  sacred  about  a  book  after  all ; 
it  is  merely  a  tool  whose  value  is  in  its  use,  and  we 
take  pleasure  in  adding  the  evidence  of  our  limited 
experience  to  the  truth  of  the  proposition  that  a 
good  book  well  worn  out  is  the  best  of  all  books, 
and  in  protesting  that  the  notion  that  books  are  to 
be  preserved  as  a  sacred  trust  is  but  an  unfortu- 
nate  survival. 

The  President. — We  should  like  to  have  a 
discussion  on  this  subject,  but  as  the  time  is  lim- 
ited, I  think  the  only  way  for  the  ladies  and  gen- 
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tlemen  who  are  interested  in  the  matter,  is  to  talk 
to  one  another  in  an  informal  way.  I  will  now 
call  on  Mr.  Rowell  to  tell  us  about  the 

PREHISTORIC  POOLE. 

Mr.  Rowell. — We  have  all  been  puzzled,  I 
suppose,  or  some  of  us  at  least,  by  the  question 
"  Who  was  the  original  Mr.  Jacobs  ?  "  It  is  not  a 
very  intelligent  man  who  requires  to  ask  that 
question;  but  I  have  found  a  little  difficulty  in 
solving  the  question  "  Who  was  the  original 
Poole?" 

I  have  in  my  hand  an  eight-page  pamphlet, 
entitled  "  Subjects  for  debate,  with  references  to 
authorities."  The  numbers  refer  to  volumes  in 
the  Brothers  Library.  It  is  published  by  John 
Edmands,  of  the  Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  page  is  "  Yale  College,  Jan., 
1847.  It  consists  of  general  topics.  The  first  is 
"  May  an  advocate  defend  a  client  known  to  be 
guilty?"  the  second  is  "Ancient  and  modem 
eloquence  compared ; "  others  are  "  Buonaparte," 
"  Aaron  Burr,"  •'  Byron's  Works,"  "  Capital  pun- 
Uhment,"  "The  Crusades,"  " The  Holy  Alliance," 
"Is  a  lie  ever  justifiable?"  and  many  others. 
Under  the  last  heading  are  Wayland*s  Moral 
science,  301 ;  Dymond^s  Essays ;  R.  Hall's  Works, 
I.  96;  Bacon's  Essays,  13;  Bentham's  Works  VI, 
367;  New  Englander,  I,  184;  N.  E.  Mag.,  VII, 
303.  These  show  you  at  once  the  character  of 
the  little  book. 

Knowing  that  Dr.  Poole  was  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  I  at  once  looked  in  the  1882  edition  of 
"  Poole's  Index  "  and  read  in  the  preface,  as  follows : 
"  Thirty-five  years  ago,  when  a  student  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  engaged  as  the  librarian  of  one  of  the 
library  societies,  I  caused  examination  of  such 
references  as  were  accessible  and  arranged  sub- 
jects under  topics,  for  the  preparation  of  the 
student.  I  had  noticed  that  the  contents  of 
standard  periodicals  with  which  the  library  was 
filled  were  not  indexed,  although  they  were  rich 
in  the  treatment  of  subjects  about  which  inquiries 
were  made."  So  he  prepared  his  first  index,  the 
Periodical  publisher,  1848,  154  pages,  500  copies; 
second  edition  1853,  521  pages,  1,000  copies.  In 
this  preface  there  was  no  allusion  to  the  pamphlet 
which  I  have  here.  So  I  wrote  Dr.  Poole  about 
it,  and  received  the  following  letter  in  reply : 
The  Newberry  Library, 

Chicago,  Jan.  31, 1888. 

Mr.  R0WELL.--I  did  not  prepare  "  Subjects  for 
debate,  with  reference  to  authorities,  Yale  Cot- 
l«g«t  Jan.  1847, 8  pp.  8*,"  and  X  do  not  now  recol- 


lect that  I  ever  saw  it.  I  did  not  go  into  the 
Brothers  Library  until  1847.  I  think  it  was  done 
by  John  Edmands,  now  of  the  Philadelphia  Mer- 
cantile Library,  who  was,  in  January,  1847,  librarian 
of  the  Linonian  Library,  and  graduated  that  year. 
I  think  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  had  done 
something  of  the  kind.  I  have  just  written  to  him 
to  inquire,  and  when  I  hear  from  him  will  write  to 
you.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  calling  my  attention 
to  the  matter.  I  am  very  sure,  however,  that  I 
did  not  get  my  ideas  from  him,  or  this  Ibt. 
Yours  very  truly, 

W.  F.  Poole. 

Mr.  Edmands  then  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  Dr.  Poole : 

The  Mercantile  Library, 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  3, 1888. 
My  Dear  Poole:  Alas  for  fame!  I  have 
been  flattering  myself  for  these  long  years  that  I 
had  an  assured  place,  high  upon  the  roll  of  liter- 
ary fame,  as  author  of  "  Subjects  for  debate,"  and 
now  it  appears  that  the  foremost  man  in  the 
nation  is  ignorant  of  the  fact.  Well,  such  is 
life  I    Yes,  I  did  prepare  it. 

And  now,  what  about  the  conference  number  of 
the  Library  journal  t 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  Edmands. 

I  then  received  the  following  letter  from  the 
Newberry  Library : 

Newberry  Library, 

Chicago,  Feb.  6, 1888. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Rowell.  Dear  .Sir ;  — Saturday 
morning  Mr.  Poole  fell  on  the  ice  and  sprained 
his  wrist ;  being  thus  temporarily  deprived  of  the 
use  of  his  right  hand,  he  has  requested  me  to  reply 
tu  your  inquiry  of  the  26th  of  January. 

John  Edmands,  Librarian  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  of  Philadelphia,  is  the  author  of  **  Subjecu 
for  debate." 

Respectfully  yours, 

Annie  E.  Hutchins,  Assistant, 

On  Feb.  i6ih  Dr.  Poole  apologizes  for  his  acci. 
dent  and  he  says :  "  It  is  very  singular  that  I  never 
saw  it ;  but  it  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  I  did  not  go  into  library  work  until  six 
months  after  it  appeared.  I  will  ask  Mr> 
Edmands  if  he  has  a  copy. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  F.  Poole. 
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The  following  postal  card  came  from  Mr. 
Edmands: 

Mercantile  Library, 

Philadelphia,  3, 8,  1888. 
*'  I  am  not  the  fortunate  possessor  of  that  rare 
and  invaluable  literary  work.    Should  be  glad  to 
get  one. 

John  Edmands,  Librarian,** 

Dr.  Poole  next  wrote : 

Newberry  Library, 

Chicago,  Feb.  23, 1888. 

**  Dear  Mr.  Rowell  :  I  enclose  postal  from 
Mr.  Edmands.  You  see  you  have  got  hold  of 
something  which  is  rare,  and  so  far  as  now 
appears,  unique.  I  have  not  made  inquiry  of  Pro- 
fessor Van  Name,  of  Yale  University  Library,  but 
shall  do  so. 

You  see,  moreover,  that  the  *  claimants '  for 
your  find  are  increasing,  that  is,  if  you  are  inclined 
to  part  with  it.  If  jou  should  wish  my  advice,  I 
should  say,  keep  it,  and  put  it  among  your 
curiosities.  Yours  truly, 

W.  F.  Poole." 

The  last  letter  is  from  Addison  Van  Name, 
Librarian  of  Yale  University  Library. 

New  Haven,  Oct.  i,  1891. 
''  My  Dear  Mr.  Poole  :  I  have  had  many 
things  on  my  mind  the  past  few  days,  and  I  cannot 
remember  whether  I  answered  your  inquiry,  as  I 
fully  intended  to  do,  when  it  first  came.  At  the 
risk  of  repeating,  I  beg  to  say  that  we  have  the 
pamphlet  in  question  (8  pp.  8  vo).  Mr.  Edmands 
was  the  Librarian  of  the  Brothers  University 
during  his  senior  year. 

I  should  'have  been  glad  to  join  the  party  of 
librarians  who  .have  just  started  for  your  coast, 
but  it  was  not  possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Addison  Van  Name." 

You  are  going  tomorrow  afternoon,  I  presume, 
to  visit  Mr.  Sutro's  collection,  and  there  you  will 
see  some  original  authentic  memoirs.  I  think  this 
little  book  I  have  resurrected  is  quite  a  biblio- 
graphical memoir,  and  I  think  it  is  about  the  first 
thing  of  the  kind  on  record.  It  differs  from 
Poole's  Index  in  this  way :  We  have  all  cooperated 
together  in  taking  a  series  of  magazines,  arrang- 
ing the  topics  as  they  occur,  and  writing  the  name 
of  the  article  down.  This  list  of  subjects  for 
debate  proceeds  on  quite  a  different  plan.  He 
selected  a  list  of  topics  which  were  interesting  at 


that  time,  and  then  he  looked  throagh  all  die 
books  in  his  library,  and  his  magazines,  and 
picked  out  the  different  articles  relating  to  the 
different  subjects.  It  was  evidently  an  interest- 
ing and  very  valuable  work. 

The  President.— Do  you  not  think  that  the 
subjects  which  were  presented  for  debate  were 
those  on  which  he  sought  references  ? 

Mr.  Rowell. —  Possibly,  but  he  took  others, 
such  as  Capital  Punishment,  Scriptures  and  The- 
ology, and  National  Copjrright  —  they  were  agi- 
tating that  question  then.  It  was  rather  unusual 
for  a  thing  of  this  kind  to  appear  in  a  college  cata- 
logue and  it  had  evidently  never  been  tried  before. 

In  February,  1847,  it  merited  these  words  from 
the  editor  of  the  Yale  Literary  Magazine  (page 
192): 

"  We  were  prevented  by  excess  of  matter  from 
noticing  in  the  last  number  a  little  pamphlet  com- 
piled by  the  librarian  of  the  Brothers  in  Unity, 
entitled  **  Subjects  for  debate,  with  references  to 
authorities."  The  very  title  is  enough  to  insure 
it  a  hearty  reception  in  this  world  of  ours,  and  the 
slightest  examination  of  it  must  convince  every 
one  of  its  great  utility.  They  who  have  spent 
hours  \Ti  guessing '^\L2i  books  contained  the  desired 
information,  without  finding  the  right  ones,  and 
have  been  tempted  to  believe  that  college  libraries 
had  nothing  but  their  number  of  volumes  to  rec- 
ommend them,  will  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
labors  of  the  industrious  compiler  of  the  pam- 
phlet We  congratulate  him  on  the  prospect  of 
immediate  relief  from  the^  many  and  anno3ring 
inquiries  for  "  Something  on  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention," "Capital  Punishment,"  "The  Tariff," 
"  Thomas  Jefferson,"  etc.,  etc 

We  congratulate  the  Society,  too,  on  the  pos- 
session of  a  chart  which  not  only  reveals  to  them 
the  resources  of  their  library,  but  enables  each 
member  to  make  a  profitable  use  of  them.  The 
avidity  with  which  copies  have  been  bought  up 
shows  the  interest  taken  in  the  matter,  and  we 
would  advise  those  who  have  not  yet  furnished 
themselves  with  a  copy,  to  secure  one  before  the 
edition  is  exhausted." 

The  edition  probably  was  exhausted,  because  six 
months  later  Dr.  Poole  became  librarian  of  that 
very  library,  and  he  had  not  seen  a  copy  of  it.  At 
that  time  in  Yale  College  there  was  the  Brothers 
Library  and  the  Linonian  Society  Library,  and 
Dr.  Poole  in  his  first  letter  says  that  he  was  the 
librarian  of  the  Linonian  Society.  I  cannot  do 
justice  to  this  interesting  matter  in  five  minutes, 
but  this  little  pamphlet  on  the  Doctor's  authority 
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was  produced  by  Mr.  Edmands,  the  librarian  of 
the  Brothers  Library.  I  want  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  not  only  interesting  as  the 
precursor  to  Dr.  Poole,  but  to  the  Fletcher  Bssay 
Index. 

The  President. — As  I  understand  the  matter, 
very  little  can  be  done  this  year  in  regard  to  pre- 
paring for  our  exhibit  at  the  Colombian  Exposi- 
tion ;  the  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  at  our 
next  meeting.  Mr.  Hild  has  a  communication  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Hild.  —  This  is  a  report  of  what  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do,  which  was  printed  in  the  August 
number  of  the  Library  journal.  Owing  to  the 
illness  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  secretary,  who  has  been 
the  most  active  member  of  the  committee,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  make  a  fuller  report,  but 
we  have  some  correspondence  here.  I  will  read 
one  letter  which  may  be  interesting  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Boston,  Oct.  3, 1891. 
Mr.  Frank  P.  Hill,  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Commit- 
tee on  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  Amer- 
ican Library  Association, 

Sir: — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  our  State  have  granted  the  request 
made  by  our  commission  that  the  sum  of  $1,000 
be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  American 
Library  Association  in  its  intended  exhibit  of  the 
libraries  of  the  United  States. 

It  must  be  understood  that  this  contribution 
from  our  State  can  only  be  counted  upon  after 
the  other  States  have  contributed  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  render  the  exhibit  a  success,  and 
that  it  is  of  course  made  with  the  understanding 
that  the  libraries  throughout  the  country  will 
have  no  other  exhibit  than  that  under  the  auspices 
of  your  Association. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  C.  HoVEY,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Hild. —  I  think  the  matter  of  this  exhibit 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  same  committee 
with  the  addition  of  a  new  list  of  Advisory  Coun* 
dl,  to  act  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Association. 

The  President. —  One  word  about  this  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hovey.  He  is  the  gentleman 
who  did  us  so  great  service  in  Washington  last 
winter  in  the  matter  of  the  public  documents ;  he 
is  the  gentleman  who  has  raised  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  permanent  fund  of  the  Association,  which 
is  raised  for  the  purpose  of  helping  us  in  issuing 
books  and  pamphlets.    He  is  a  member  of  the 


Massachusetts  commission  on  the  Columbian 
Exhibition,  and  is  a  very  active  member  of  that 
commission.  In  that  capacity  he  has  induced  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  to  appropriate  $1,000 
out  of  $10,000,  at  his  disposal,  to  be  used  for  our 
advantage  at  the  exhibition.  I  think  that  special 
thanks  should  be  extended  to  Mr.  Hovey  for  his 
energy  and  good  judgment  in  working  in  the 
interest  of  the  Association. 

The  special  thanks  of  the  Association  were 
unanimously  extended  to  Mr.  Hovey,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  President. 

The  President. —  The  Committee  on  the 
World's  Fair  has  one  vacancy ;  I  would  suggest 
the  name  of  Mr.  Johnston  to  fill  it.  Mr.  John- 
ston has  been  selected  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mittee as  a  man  who  would  be  very  useful  to  them 
in  furthering  the  work  placed  in  its  hands. 

Mr.  D.  V.  R.  Johnston  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

The  President.— It  is  well  to  keep  these 
matters  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  have 
already  acquainted  themselves  with  the  subject, 
that  we  may  have  the  advantage  of  the  knowledge 
which  they  have  already  acquired.  An  Advisory 
Committee  will  have  to  be  appointed ;  why  would 
it  not  be  well  to  reappoint  last  year's  Advisory 
Committee?  The  Advisory  Committee  was  re- 
elected. 

Mr.  Johnston.—  I  want  to  say  that  a  short 
time  before  we  left  the  East  I  had  a  long  talk 
with  Mr.  C.  Wellman  Park  of  the  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  has 
been  selected  by  the  Bureau  of  Education  to  have 
charge  of  the  educational  exhibit  at  the  Colum- 
bian Exhibition,  and  I  asked  ;him  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  our  Association  consideringjthe  matter 
of  this  World's  Fair  exhibit.  If  he  had  been  a 
librarian  for  many  years  he  could  not  have  been 
any  more  enthusiastic  over  the  question  of  a 
library  exhibit  as  part  of  an  educational  system 
than  he  was.  He  has  since  assured  Mr.  Hovey, 
and,  I  believe,  other  members  of  the  Association, 
that  he  will  cooperate  with  us  most  extensively  to 
make  that  exhibition  a  success,  and  will  try  to 
secure  a  part  of  the  appropriation  which  they 
hope  Congress  will  make  for  that  purpose.  There 
was  one  difficulty  which  he  did  not  see  the  way  to 
overcome,  and  which  we  will  hav«  to  overcome 
ourselves ;  that  is,  the  question  of  sufficient  room. 
He  doubted  if  they  could  give  us  much  more  than 
400  square  feet,  which,  of  course,  would  be  utterly 
inadequate.  Mr.  Park  had  charge  of  the  educa- 
tional exhibit  at  Paris,  and  is  certaunly  a  very 
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competent  man,  or  he  would  not  be  selected  to 
take  this  second  exhibit.  He  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  the  details  and  execution  of 
matters  of  that  kind,  and  I  think  he  will  be  a 
very  valuable  assistant  to  us.  He  has  already 
sent  on  many  suggestions  to  us  as  to  the  as- 
sembling of  the  exhibit,  the  shelving,  and  the 
charge  of  it.  We  can  rest  assured  that  the  United 
States  authorities  are  in  hearty  cooperation 
with  us. 

A  note  from  Mr.  Kbphart,  librarian  of  the 
Mercantile  Library^  St.  Louis,  was  read : 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  2,  rSQi. 
Mr.  John  M.  Gtxsju-^Dear  Sir :  I  returned 
from  a  vacation  in  the  East  too  late  to  finish  my 
collecting  for  the  A.  L.  A.  before  the  'Frisco  meet- 
ing. I  have  collected  so  far  ^140.00,  and  will  send 
you  not  less  than  ^150.00  within  a  few  weeks. 
That  is  to  say,  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  contributes  |i  50.00,  but  I  hope  to 
secure  more  outside. 

SEVENTH   SESSION, 

(first  unitarian    church,  OAKLAND,    THURS- 
DAY BVRNINO,  OCTOBER   1 5.) 

Called  to  order  by  the  President  at  8.30  p.  m. 
Mr.  Foster's  paper  on  the 

PUBLIC  SUPPORT  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

was  read  by  Mr.  Beckwith. 

{Seep,  39.) 
Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler's  paper, 

IMPRESSIONS  IN  FOREIGN  LIBRARIES, 

with  notes  on  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Library 
Association  in  England,  was  read  by  her  niece. 
Miss  Louisa  S.  Cutler. 

(Seep.^Ji.) 
Pres.  Green.  — The  next  paper  is  one  by  Mr. 
Chas.  A.  Cutter,  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  and 
Miss  Harriet  E.  Green,  of  the  same  library,  on 

"  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS.  " 

{Seep,  52.) 
Mr.  Cutter.  —  It  is  not  quite  correct  to  say 
that  this  paper  is  by  Mr.  Cutter  and  Miss  Green. 
The  written  paper,  which  is  purely  statistical,  is 
entirely  by  Miss  Green.  She  sent  out  the  circu- 
lars and  she  digested  the  replies.  The  spoken 
part  will  necessarily  be  by  myself,  and  as  I  see  so 
many  here  who  are  not  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion, I  shall  venture  to  insert  a  few  items  of  infor- 
mation, perfectly  familiar  to  our  members. 


In  1876  it  occurred  to  a  young  o^^e  graduate 
that  it  would  be  a  good  plan  ior  librarians  to  get 
together  and  exchange  their  information  and 
make  one  another's  acquaintance.  The  first 
meeting,  therefore,  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  connection  with  the  Exposi- 
tion in  Philadelphia.  Since  then  meetings  have 
been  held  nearly  every  year.  Simultaneously  with 
these  meetings  a  library  journal  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  at  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  most 
important  development  of  libraries;  enormous 
amounts  of  money  and  of  books  have  been  given 
to  them  and  great  improvements  have  been  made 
in  library  administration.  I  take  it,  it  would  be 
claiming  altogether  too  much  to  assert  that  this 
great  development  of  libraries  has  been  caused  by 
the  stimulus  of  the  Library  Association  and  the 
Library  joumaif  but  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  it  has  been  very  much  assisted  by  our  exbt- 
ence,  by  the  discussions  which  we  have  held,  by 
the  notices  in  the  papers,  and  by  all  our  meetings, 
and  by  the  efforts  which  we  have  made  to  adver- 
tise the  improvement  of  libraries  and  the  advance- 
ment of  Library  Associations,  from  time  to  time, 
and  by  progresses,  such  as  we  are  now  maldog 
through  the  country.  We  have  caused  the  library 
idea  to  be  more  in  the  air  than  it  would  otherwise 
have  been. 

But  it  was  found  that  library  conventions  had 
to  be  held  in  different  parts  of  an  enormous  coun- 
try and  that  a  very  small  part  of  the  librarians 
could  attend.  There  are  in  the  United  States 
some  6,000  libraries ;  there  are  probably  almost  as 
many  librarians.  There  are  at  least  1,000  libra- 
rians of  important  libraries,  and  we  bring  here 
from  beyond  the  mountains  only  fifty  1  It  is  evi- 
dent that  there  are  a  great  many  more  who  could 
be  benefited  and  who  should  receive  all  the  good 
which  comes  from  library  conventions,  who  are  not 
among  our  members.  It  was  thought,  therefore, 
to  be  a  good  plan  to  have  associations  which 
would  not  cover  so  large  a  ground ;  one  associa- 
tion for  each  State,  one  association,  if  necessary, 
for  each  county.  That  idea  came  to  a  head  in 
189a  Before  that,  in  1885,  the  New  York  Library 
Club  had  been  founded  in  New  York  and  was,  in 
some  sort,  a  State  association.  Not  merely  the 
libraries  of  the  city  of  New  York  met  in  the 
Library  Club,  but  those  of  the  whole  State.  New 
York  was  followed  by  New  Hampshire,  New 
Jersey,  Massachusetts,  and  in  the  present  year  by 
Wisconsin,  Maine,  and  Michigan,  and  an  attempt  ., 
has  been  made  in  Pennsylvania  which  was  unsuc- 
cessful.   But  we  notice  that  there  is  not  in  that 
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list  the  name  of  California,  nor  the  name  of  any 
State  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Why  should  you  not 
have  an  association  for  the  Pacific  Coast  ?  You 
certainly  cannot  be  expected  to  come  across  the 
mountains  for  our  annual  meetmgs ;  neither  can  we 
come  here  more  than  once  in  a  generation,  until,  at 
least,  an  air-ship  is  made  which  shall  bring  people 
across  the  continent  in  a  day  or  two.  Why  not 
have  an  association  which  shall  combine  together 
all  your  librarians  ?  If ,  as  I  dare  say  you  will,  you 
tell  me  that  your  coast  is  as  long  as  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  and  the  difficulties  would  be  as  great  as 
in  the  American  Library  Association,  why  not 
have  an  association  for  Southern  California,  and 
another  one  for  Northern  California,  and  perhaps 
for  Sutes  still  farther  North  ?  You  will  find  it  is 
very  rare  for  librarians  with  any  brains  to  be  blind 
to  the  real  advantages  of  renewing  their  acquaint- 
ance  with  one  another  and  exchanging  their  ideas. 
Twenty  of  you,  I  believe,  have  already  met  this 
year.  I  am  sure  you  must  all  be  convinced  it  is 
worth  while.  As  the  result  of  your  meeting,  you 
will  have  many  new  ideas  and  make  many  new 
experiments,  and  I  think  you  will  be  very  glad  to 
see  one  another  again. 

Perhaps  those  who  are  present  now  may  think 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  come  from  a  considerable 
distance  and  meet  in  such  an  assembly  as  this,  and 
listen  to  papers  which  might  elsewhere  be  reaid, 
in  the  rej^rt  of  the  proceedings  or  in  the  Library 
j&umai.  There  is  something  in  this,  but  I  have 
always  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  gtt^X  good 
that  comes  from  these  library  conventions  is  not 
in  listening  to  papers.  It  is  a  great  deal  more  in 
listening  to  the  discussions  which  follow  the 
papers,  and  more  even  than  that  in  the  little 
private  conferences  which  are  going  on  all  the 
time  on  the  street  cars,  in  the  railroad  cars  in 
which  people  come  to  the  conference,  in  the  hotel 
corridors,  and  elsewhere,  in  which  the  librarian 
privately  gives  his  experience,  his  difficulties,  and 
the  way  in  which  he  has  overcome  them.  That  is 
what  makes  these  conventions  important;  audit 
is  just  as  likely  to  be  useful  in  a  State  association 
as  in  the  American  Library  Association.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

LIBRARY  RECEIPT  BOOK. 

Mr.  RowELL  —  I  slept  very  poorly  last  night, 
and,  getting  up  rather  early  in  the  morning,  having 
nothing  to  do,  I  thought  I  would  commence  a 
library  receipt  book,  patent  applied  for.  The 
first  receipt  which  I  thought  necessary  to  put 
down  was,  "  How  to  endow  a  library."  This  is 
the  receipt: 


Take  50  rich  men  (trustees  of  libraries  preferred). 
I  dextroosly  persuasive  librarian-chef. 
30  lbs.  flour  of  urgent  reason. 
10  lbs.  mixed  spices  to  tickle  fancy. 
5  lbs.  salt  of  wit. 
5  pints  yeast  of  desire. 
300  lbs.  sugar  of  flattery  (more  or  less  to  suit 
taste). 
X  lb.  djmamite  of  determination. 

DirecHons: —  The  librarian-chef  takes  in  turn 
each  of  the  fifty  R.  M.,  and  having  stuffed  and  cov- 
ered him  with  a  thick  batter  of  above  ingredients 
carefully  mixed  in  due  proportions,  sets  him  aside 
to  simmer  gently,  the  fire  being  closely  tended  and 
the  heat  gradually  increased  without  singeing  or 
scorching  one.  When  all  have  become  thoroughly 
heated,  clap  them  quickly  in  the  pot,  pour  in  more 
spices,  smd  stir  hastily  for  a  few  moments.  With 
a  long-handled  spoon  drop  in  the  dynamite,  cover 
all,  and  retire  with  speed. 

In  ten  seconds  with  a  loud  report  the  cover  will 
fly  off  and  the  chef  will  find  done  to  a  beautiful 
brown  fifty  non-transferable  ten-year  endowment 
life  insurance  policies  of  ^3,000,  each  written  in 
favor  of  his  library. 

Mr.  Utlby  read  his  paper  on 

RE-NUMBERING  AND  RE-CLASSIFYING, 

prefacing  it  by  saying  there  are  many  librarians  who 
are  not  satisfied  entirely  with  the  arrangement  of 
the  books  upon  their  shelves.  In  most  instances 
these  libraries  have  grown  up  from  very  small 
beginnings,  not  expecting  to  amount  to  very  much 
within  a  reasonable  period  of  time.  Therefore 
their  arrangements  have  been  more  or  less  guided 
by  inexperienced  persons.  Generally  small  libra- 
ries could  not  afford  to  employ  experienced  libra- 
rians and  so  the  arrangements  have  been  largely  - 
haphazard.  Persons  see  the  defects  of  their  sys- 
tem and  desire  to  change  them,  but  dread  to  do  so. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  information  respecting  the 
manner  in  which  a  library  of  considerable  propor- 
tion was  changed,  might  be  useful  to  such  persons. 

{Seep,  3a) 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS  AND  LIBRARIES. 

The  President. —  We  had  a  very  interesting 
meeting  last  evening,  in  which  the  question  how 
libraries  could  be  made  of  use  to  schools  was 
brought  up  and  considered  with  a  good  deal  of 
thoroughness.  A  paper  was  read  and  then  gentle- 
men and  ladies  from  different  States  gave  their 
experience  in  the  matter.    Among  those.  Dr.  Lin- 
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derfelt  of  Milwaukee  told  us  what  had  been  done 
there.  I  understand  that  he  did  not  have  time  to 
tell  us  at  all  fully  about  the  work  that  has  been 
done  in  connection  with  the  normal  school.  I 
think  it  would  be  very  interesting  to  hear  about 
that  in  a  five  minutes*  talk. 

Dr.  LiNDBRFELT. — There  are  at  present,  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  five  normal  schools,  in 
which  teachers  are  trained  for  the  various  public 
schools  of  the  State.  Of  these,  one  is  situated  in 
Milwaukee,  and  we  have  the  same  connection  with 
that  school  that  we  have  with  the  public  schools 
of  the  dty;  the  books  are  given  out  to  the 
teachers  and  the  books  are  used  in  the  school 
without  any  restriction  whatever.  We  found  in 
our  dealings  with  the  schools  that  the  difficulty  in 
the  proper  use  of  books  was  not  so  much  with  the 
schools  as  with  the  teachers.  The  average 
teacher  of  a  public  school,  particularly  from  the 
country  districts,  is  not  what  he  ought  to  be,  as 
far  as  regards  the  direct  education  or  preparation 
for  their  work ;  they  are  particularly  lacking  in  a 
proper  preparation  in  the  manner  of  making  use  of 
books.  After  considering  for  a  long  time  how  to 
improve  the  teachers,  as  well  as  the  schools  them- 
selves, we  concluded  the  safest  plan  was  to  com- 
mence with  the  teachers  themselves.  For  that 
purpose,  at  the  last  session  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, which  was  last  winter,  we  obtained  authority 
for  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  normal  schools 
to  employ  a  competent  cataloguer,  so  called,  for 
taking  charge  of  the  libraries  of  all  the  normal 
schools  of  the  State.  The  proper  person  was 
selected  and  has  been  at  work  in  Milwaukee  since 
the  latter  part  of  last  August,  ostensibly  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  libraries  that 
already  exist  in  the  normal  schools,  but  with  the 
full  undersUnding  with  the  Board  of  Regents  that 
this  position  is  to  be  made  permanent,  and  that 
the  object  of  the  superintendent  of  the  State  nor- 
mal school  libraries  being  employed  in  this  way 
is  to  train  the  students  at  the  schools  in  the 
proper  use  of  books,  to  instill  into  their  minds  an 
appreciation  of  what  books  can  do,  outside  of  the 
ordinary  text  books,  in  educating  children  to 
obtain  a  bibliographical  knowledge,  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  selecting  out  of  the  vast  quantity  of 
material  that  exists,  the  proper  books  for  the  use 
of  the  children.  I  think  that  beginning  in  the 
way  we  have  done  and  securing  for  the  position  a 
very  excellent  person,  as  we  have,  we  shall  be 
able  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  to  scatter 
all  over  the  State  library  missionaries,  who, 
before  they  enter  upon  their  temporary  or  life 


work  as  teachers,  know  how  to  handle  books  and 
what  use  to  make  of  them  for  the  children.  I 
think  it  is  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  made  in 
the  country. 

CATALOGING. 

The  Presidbht.  — We  have  about  half  an  hour 
before  adjourning,  and  I  will  call  upon  one  of  the 
gentl^en  of  this  dty  now  in  the  audience,  Hon. 
John  P.  Irish,  President  of  the  Starr  King 
Fraternity. 

Colonel  Irish.  —  I  have  starcely  more  voice 
this  evening  than  can  be  used  in  saying  that  the 
people  of  Oakland  feel  very  highly  honored  in- 
deed to  receive  a  visit  from  the  National  Assodt- 
tion  of  Librarians.  I  have  listened  with  mueh 
pleasure  to  the  reading  of  the  technical  papers 
that  have  been  read  by  the  members  of  the 
Assodation  to  their  fellow-members  this  evening. 
I  am  moved  to  say  one  thing  to  the  librarians.  I 
have  raised  the  suggestion  from  a  remark  nude 
by  a  young  lady  (and  I  am  surprised  to  find  that 
all  the  lady  librarians  are  young  ladies ;  it  is  an 
evidence  of  the  very  early  intellectual  attainments 
of  the  women  of  America  that  the  librarians  here 
are  all  ^oung).  The  suggestion  came  to  me  from 
a  remark  she  made  on  cataloging,  that,  instead 
of  putting  so  much  expense  into  catalogs  of 
libraries,  a  little  more  might  be  added  to  the 
salaries  of  librarians.  I  stand  here  to  defend  the 
salaries  of  librarians,  and.  of  everybody  else  who  has 
to  work  for  salaries.  But  I  wish  to  say  to  the  pro- 
fessional librarians  here  that  books  are  the  lenses 
through  which  we  look  at  past  dvilixations  and  at 
the  different  phases  of  our  homes.  And  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  very  small  number  of  books 
through  which  we  look  as  through  lenses  to  the 
great  civilizations  and  to  the  great  libraries  of  the 
past,  we  are  moved  to  have  very  great  faith  in 
condensation  and  in  the  belief  that,  after  all,  all 
that  there  is  in  a  library  of  value  may  be  easily 
and  very  readily  condensed  in  the  small  space  of 
a  catalog. 

I  believe  that  the  problem  for  librarians  to 
solve,  that  the  subject  for  them  to  study,  is  the 
problem  of  cataloging  the  library  so  as  to  render 
it  by  condensation  easily  available  without  un- 
necessary loss  of  time.  I  think  that  in  a  few 
years  all  the  concentration  and  experience  of  the 
genius  of  the  professional  librarians  upon  tlus 
subject  will  be  found  in  every  library  in  the  dvil- 
ized  world — a  book  more  vitally  interesting  than 
all  the  other  books  upon  their  shelves  — and 
that  book  will  be  the  universal  catalog  of  the 
libraries  of  the  worid.    In  that  will  be  contained 
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all  that  there  is  in  these  libraries,  so  that  the 
student,  the  scholar,  the  professional  man,  the 
pupil  in  the  public  school,  or  whoever  may  wish 
to  consult  that  library,  may  go  to  the  catalog 
and  there  find  a  list  of  authors  upon  any  given 
subject  and  a  sufficient  guide  therein  to  what  they 
have  written  upon  the  subject  pro  and  con.  That 
is  the  sort  of  catalog  that  is  needed.  The  art 
of  printing  has  enabled  such  a  wonderful  elabora- 
tion of  the  very  few  ideas  there  are  in  the  world  — 
and  there  are  very,  few ;  some  of  us  haven't  any 
(laughter);  sometimes  I  have  not  one.  A  great 
many  people  have  not  one  idea,  and  live  in  fear 
that  their  lack  of  ideas  will  be  discovered. 
(Laughter.)  The  art  of  printing  has  enabled 
such  a  wonderful  elaboration  of  the  very  few 
ideas  in  the  world  that  the  work  of  the  profes- 
sional man  requires  consultation  of  a  large  number 
of  books.  I  say  this  as  a  man  who  has  been 
busy  a  great  many  years  past  in  one  of  the  pro- 
fessions that  requires  the  frequent  consultation  of 
libraries  and  of  books.  The  professional  man 
cannot  afford  to  dissipate  his  time  in  searching 
over  the  shelves  of  a  library ;  and  a  library  with- 
out a  complete,  efficient,  properly  condensed  cata- 
log is  just  as  useless  for  library  purposes  or  for 
consultation  as  that  wall  which  stretches  before 
me  on  the  right  hand  or  that  on  the  left  —  it  is  a 
closed  and  a  sealed  book  without  a  catalog. 

Now,  it  is  very  easy  to  see  that  you  mean  to 
make  that  kind  of  a  catalog,  and  I  am  here  to 
tell  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  you  must  con- 
centrate your  energies,  your  experience,  genius, 
and  judgment  upon  the  creation  of  a  catalog  of 
this  kind.  When  you  have  done  this,  you  will 
have  done  a  work  that  is  as  important  and  profit- 
able to  the  users  of  books  as  that  work  which  was 
done  by  the  people  who  wrote  and  printed  the 
books  upon  the  shelves.  Then  you  will  have 
opened  the  library  to  the  public  schools,  and  to 
those  who  desire  them,  and  to  those  who  desire 
to  receive  that  air  of  refinement  and  intellectual 
grace  which  may  be  had  in  the  library  alone. 
(Applause.) 

President  Green.—  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  if  I 
understand  Mr.  Irish,  the  thing  which  he  desires 
is  a  good  subject  catalog,  in  which  under  every 
imaginable  subject  may  be  found  references  to  the 
best  works,  the  best  magazine  articles,  the  best 
essays,  etc.,  on  that  subject,  so  that,  desiring  to 
know  something  about  any  given  subject,  you  can 
instantly  turn  to  that  subject  in  the  catalog  and 
find  references  to  books  under  the  heading,  or 
under  some  other  heading  or. headings  to  which  it 


will  refer  by  cross  references.  Such  a  catalog 
is  something  which  is  to  be  found  in  manuscript, 
in  a  somewhat  imperfect  form,  of  course,  in  many 
of  the  larger  libraries  of  this  country,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  most  useful  facilities  that  can  be  afforded 
in  a  library.  In  Poole's  Index,  under  a  great 
variety  of  headings,  are  found  references  to  the 
different  articles  in  periodicals,  which  treat  on 
given  subjects, and  Poole's  Index  covers  along  list 
of  the  periodicals  in  the  English  language.  I  wish 
also  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  acting  Secretary  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, Mr.  Fletcher,  the  Librarian  of  Amherst 
College,  there  is  being  prepared,  by  cooperation 
(just  as  Poole's  Index  was  prepared)  of  many  of 
the  librarians  of  the  country,  an  index  of  essays. 
It  is  the  particular  province  of  the  publishing 
section  of  this  Association  to  attend  to  that  kind 
of  work.  I  have  said  nothing  about  the  numer- 
ous biUiographies  which  exist ;  works  which  give 
all  the  literature  on  specific  subjects.  The  kind 
of  work  which  Mr.  Irish  wishes  to  have  done  is  of 
great  importance;  a  good  deal  of  it  has  been 
done ;  much  of  what  has  been  done  is  in  manu- 
script and  much  in  print. 

Mr.  Fletcher.— Allow  me  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  work  in  this 
direction  is  that  which  has  been  done  by  the  Libra- 
rian of  the  University  of  California,  at  Berkeley,  in 
the  Topical  Index,  of  which  he  will  soon  publish 
the  second  volume.  In  this  there  is  a  surprisingly 
large  amount  of  material.  This  volume  we  have 
found  in  the  extreme  East,  and  I  dare  say  all  over 
the  country,  very  useful  in  doing  just  this  work 
which  Mr.  Irish  so  appropriately  noted  as  the  work 
which  needs  to  be  done,  to  put  before  the  eyes  in 
compact  shape  the  condensation  of  that  which  is 
in  the  books  in  the  libraries  on  all  these  different 
subjects. 

Pres.  Green.—  Mr.  Irish  will  undoubtedly  take 
an  early  opportunity  to  go  to  the  University  of 
California  to  look  at  this  work. 

Mr.  Wen  DTE. — That  book  is  on  our  library 
table. 

Pres.  Green. —  However,  the  existence  of  the 
volume  mentioned  does  not  diminish  the  force  of 
Mr.  Irish's  suggestion,  for  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  room  for  work  still  to  be  done  in  the  direction 
pointed  out  by  him,  as  Mr.  Rowell  himself  knows. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  have  a  few  minutes 
left  before  we  have  to  take  carriages  for  the  station. 
New  is  the  opportunity,  if  anybody  has  any  ques- 
tions to  ask  upon  any  subject  connected  with  the 
papers  of  the  evening,  or  any  other     atter  relat- 
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ing  to  library  economy  or  library  management.  We 
have  some  papers  that  I  can  have  read,  but  I  think 
it  would  be  pleasant  if  the  few  remaining  minutes 
should  be  spent  in  an  informal  way.  Isn't  there 
some  Califomian  who  wants  to  ask  a  question  of 
some  Eastern  librarian  ? 

Colonel  Irish. —  There  may  be  some  Califor- 
nia librarian  who  desires  to  "  pop  the  question  ** 
to  an  Eastern  librarian.    (Laughter.) 

The  President.—  The  Eastern  librarians  are 
very  responsive.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Wendte. —  As  a  friend  of  librarians  I 
would  like  to  ask  a  question.  Is  there  not  some 
way  in  which  Mr.  Irish's  suggestion  can  be  carried 
out  ?  In  Poole's  Index,  for  instance,  on  any  given 
topic,  the  eye  is  appalled  by  a  long  list  of  refer- 
ences and  you  have  no  means  of  knowing  which  is 
desirable.  Many  essays  are  of  no  account.  In 
cataloguing  such  an  enormous  quantity  of  material 
could  not  something  be  done  to  condense  it  so 
that  one  could  see  what  is  useful  and  what  is  use- 
less? 

The  President.— We  have  long  thought  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  a  single  volume,  in 
which  about  ten  thousand  volumes  should  be  cat- 
alogued under  subject  headings  and  in  which  indi- 
cations should  be  given  in  regard  to  the  character 
of  each  of  the  books  catalogued,  as  well  as  refer- 
ences to  important  articles  in  periodicals,  valua- 
ble essays,  etc.  The  ten  thousand  books  should 
be  the  best  books  in  the  English  language,  and 
explanatory  notes  should  be  added  to  entries  when 
needed.  Librarians  are  very  busy  men  and  nobody 
has  as  yet  taken  hold  of  this  matter.  The  impor- 
tance of  it  we  all  realize. 

Mr.  Whelpley.—  Mr.  Stetson's  paper  to  be  read 
tomorrow  covers  that  ground. 

Adjourned. 

EIGHTH  SESSION. 

(FRIDAY  MORNING,  OCTOBER  16.) 

Called  to  order  at  10.30  A.  M.  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  President.— The  Local  Committee  wishes 
me  to  announce  that  the  November  number  of  the 
Overland  Magatim  will  be  called  "  The  Library 
Conference  number,"  and  will  contain  historical 
and  descriptive  notices,  with  illustrations  of  sev- 
eral California  libraries,  and  who  are  members  of 
this  association. 

The  photograph  taken  at  the  Stanford  Univer- 
sity is  now  ready  and  can  be  had  on  rollers.  It 
is  very  large  and  is  an  admirable  photograph,  and 


the  likenesses  of  the  different  people  can  be  seen 
as  you  would  like  to  have  them. 

election  of  officers. 

The  first  business  this  morning  is  the  elecdoo  of 
officers.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  is  thsU 
the  Association  shall  choose  five  persons  as  an 
Executive  Committee.  This  committee  adds  to 
its  numbers  as  many  names  as  it  pleases  and  enough 
to  fill  all  the  different  offices  of  the  society.  It  is 
intended  to  revise  the  constitution.  It  is  expected 
that  a  more  republican  form  will  prevail,  namely: 
that  the  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  one 
or  two  others,  perhaps  five,  will  be  elected  directly 
by  popular  vote,  but  until  that  revision  is  made  it 
is  necessary  to  proceed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  as  they  are.  You  will  now  elect 
five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  you  elect  persons  now  present. 

Mr.  BowKER  nominated  Mr.  Frank  P.  Hill  and 
Mr.  S.  S.  Green. 

The  President.— The  best  way  would  be  to 
have  nominations  from  the  floor  of  persons  for 
the  Executive  Committee;  then  to  make  a  list  and 
take  an  informal  ballot,  and  see  which  five  per- 
sons stand  highest.  You  will  then  be  ready  for 
a  formal  ballot. 

Mr.  BowKER  moved  that  the  procedure  sug- 
gested by  the  President  be  adopted.    Carried. 

The  nominations  were  continued,  and  Mr. 
Fletcher,  Dr.  Linderfelt,  Mr.  Dudley,  Mr.  Utley, 
Mr.  Rowell,  and  Mr.  Cutter  were  named. 

PLACE  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  BowKBR.—  Before  a  formal  ballot  is  held 
there  should  be  discussion  as  to  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  next  meeting ;  it  is  thought  that  it  should 
be  held  near  the  centre  of  library  population.  I 
recommend  Washington. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Cutter,  Bow- 
ker,  and  Utley  a  committee  to  consider  all  sugges- 
tions made  with  reference  to  the  place  of  meeting 
next  year,  and  report  later  in  the  session. 

Mr.  Fletcher  read  invitations  received  from 
Chicago,  to  hold  the  meeting  in  that  city  during 
the  year  of  the  Worid's  Fair. 

Mr.  HiLD. —  As  chairman  of  the  Sub-committee 
on  Libraries  I  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
permission  is  given  by  the  Association  to  hold  the 
conference  in  Chicago  in  1893.  ^^  intend  to 
have  an  international  Congress  of  libraries  on  the 
largest  scale  possible,  to  bring  together  more  than 
ever  before  in  this  country.  With  that  view  we 
have  already  selected  about  150  librarians  in  all 
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parts  of  the  world  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Council 
to  this  committee.  Many  of  you  will  receive  invi- 
tations. This  World's  Congress  Auxiliary  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  Association  wishes  to  go 
to  Chicago  in  1893,  and  all  the  libraries  of  Chicago 
join  in  extending  this  invitation  to  the  Association 
to  come  to  Chicago. 

The  President.— I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
decide  to  go  to  Chicago  in  1893,  but  I  think  it 
would  expedite  matters  to  refer  this  invitation 
to  the  committee  chosen  to  make  recommenda- 
tions. 

Mr.  Whelpley.— Why  not  decide  the  Chicago 
business  here  now  } 

The  President.— I  think  it  had  better  go  to 
the  committee  in  connection  with  the  other  mat- 
ters ;  then  we  can  have  a  vote  on  it. 

The  question  of  going  to  Chicago  in  1893  was 
referred  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to 
report. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Dudley.— Mr.  President,  has  it  been  the 
practice  to  choose  the  President  from  this  Execu- 
tive Committee  ? 

The  President.— Not  necessarily,  but  I  think 
it  has  commonly  been  so ;  this,  however,  is  not 
necessary. 

Mr.  Cutter.— It  has  been  an  unbroken 
custom. 

Mr.  Fletcher. — On  one  occasion  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  an  informal  ballot  for  President 
merely  for  the  guidance  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, but  it  has  not  been  the  usual  custom, 

PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  MEETING. 

While  the  voting  was  going  on  the  President 
requested  expressions  of  opinion  as  to  where  the 
next  year's  meeting  should  be  held,  and  he  sug- 
gested Nantucket  He  said  that  Mr.  Soule  had 
suggested  chartering  a  steamer  and  making  a  trip 
along  the  Atlantic  Coast  early  in  June. 

Mr.  Cutter.  —  The  committee  on  the  place  of 
meeting  for  the  following  two  years  recommend 
for  1893,  Washington  and  Baltimore,  preferably 
in  May,  but  the  time  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of 
the  Executive  Committee;  in  1893,  Chicago. 
That  should  be  an  International  Conference,  and 
should  meet  in  May,  when  all  the  educational 
bodies  meet. 

Mr.  HiLD.- It  has  not  been  definitely  settled 
that  the  educational  bodies  shall  meet  in  May; 
it  was  recommended  in  the  programme  of  the 
World's  Congress  Auxiliary,  but  it  has  not  been 
fixed  upon. 


The  President.  —  Strike  out  the  word  May. 

Mr.  Cutter. — I  am  sure  the  committee  will 
agree  to  this. 

Mr.  HiLD.  —  The  time  could  be  fixed  next  year. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  to  the  places  of 
meeting  for  1892  and  for  1893  was  divided,  and 
the  different  recommendations  adopted  separately. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Standing  Committee 
be  given  power  to  change  the  place  of  meeting  for 
1892  if  it  were  found  impracticable  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington, but  after  some  discussion  the  suggestion 
was  not  adopted. 

coptright. 

Mr.  BowKER. —  I  wish  to  offer  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
bring  before  the  committee,  so  that  I  offer  them 
on  my  own  individual  responsibility.  The  reason 
for  offering  them  is  this :  The  Association  took 
some  action  relating  to  the  passage  of  the  Copy- 
right act  One  of  the  questions  of  the  Copyright 
bill  was  the  provision  of  a  weekly  list  of  copy- 
righted books,  which  has  been  smce  sent  to  the 
Treasury  Department  in  a  more  roundabout  way 
since  the  ist  of  July.  It  may  be  worth  while  to 
call  the  attention  of  this  conference  to  the  fact 
that  this  list  contains  the  name  of  every  book  and 
pamphlet  copyrighted  in  this  country.  It  is, 
therefore,  a  most  thorough  foundation  for  a 
national  bibliography,  and  I  have  had  some  talk 
with  Mr.  Spofford  as  to  the  desirability  of  making 
this  a  bibliographical  record :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  A.  L.  A.  records  its  gratifica- 
tion at  the  passage  of  an  international  copyright 
act,  as  promoting  justice  to  authors  of  boolcs  and 
the  development  ii  American  literature. 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  suggests  to  the 
librarian  of  Conf^ress,  that  in  the  weekly  list  of 
copyright  deposits  full  bibliographical  data  of 
boolcs  and  pamphlets  (except  those  solely  com* 
merdal)  be  given,  as  the  best  possible  basis  for  an 
adequate  national  bibliographj. 

Resolved^  That,  in  case  of  the  amendment  of 
the  act,  the  Association  suggests  that  the  publica- 
tion of  the  weekly  list  be  transferred  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  librarian  of  Congress,  and  that  he 
be  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  for,  or  to 
provide  for,  the  distribution  of  the  list. 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion heartily  congratulates  the  nation  on  the 
progress  made  toward  the  final  completion  of  a 
worthy  and  adequate  building  for  the  national 
library,  and  its  members  especially  felicitate  their 
associate,  the  librarian  of  Congress,  on  the  fact 
that  in  Capt  B.  R.  Green  (?),  of  the  Engineer 
Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  Superintendent  of  Construction, 
he  has  a  coadjutor  who,  as  architect  and  engineer, 
has  shown  both  the  desire  and  the  ability,  m  his 
modifications  of  the  previous  plans,  to  provide 
for  practical  library  requirements,  both  in  his 
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general  plans  and  in  his  novel  and  ingenious 
treatment  of  detail,  sach  as  shelving  and  transfer 
arrangements;  and 

Resolvedt  That  we  trust  every  endeavor  will  be 
made  to  provide  as  early  as  possible  for  the 
partial  occapancy  of  the  new  building,  so  that  the 
books  now  clogging  the  work  of  the  present 
library  rooms,  and  the  records  and  other  material 
already  disintegrating  in  the  vaults  of  the  Capitol, 
may  be  saved  from  their  threatened  decay,  and 
the  treasures  of  the  library  made  available  to 
scholars  and  to  the  public. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr,  Bowker  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  Bowker  then  read  the 

SPECIAL  REPORT  ON   PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  I  should  explain  that  this  report 
has  not  been  signed  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, because  we  have  not  been  able  to  get 
together.  It  is,  however,  the  result  of  long  con- 
sultation on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  and,  I  think,  represents  the  views  of 
all,  with  one  possible  exception,  which  I  will  point 
out. 

Your  special  Committee  on  Government  Publi- 
cations submit  that  a  satisfactory  svstem  of  gov- 
ernment issues  should  embrace  the  following 
conditions : 

Public  documents  should  be  printed  on  durable 
paper,  in  permanent  standard  size,  except  where 
there  is  specific  reason  for  variation,  and  in  su£S- 
cient  minimum  number,  under  general  pro- 
vision of  law,  to  supply  the  Executive  and  Con- 
gressional libraries,  each  Senator  and  Representa- 
tive, each  issuing  department,  bureau  or  commit- 
tee, with  the  necessary  copies  for  record  and  office 
use ;  each  public  depository,  and  a  moderate  sur- 
plus for  general  use  or  public  sale.  Additional 
copies  to  be  printed  only  from  department  appro- 
priations or  by  specific  legislative  provision. 
Public  (^cuments  should  not  be  understood  to 
include  office  blanks,  confidential  instructions,  or 
other  routine  papers  not  of  public  concern. 

Each  document,  in  addition  to  separate  publica- 
tion, should  have  its  proper  place  in  one  series,  and 
the  binding  up  of  one  document  in  several  shapes 
or  series  should  as  far  as  possible  be  avoided. 
Except  where  numerical  or  chronological  arrange- 
ment is  desirable,  as  in  the  case  of  bills  and  jour- 
nals, the  classification  and  binding  should  be  such 
that  the  issues  of  the  same  department  or  bureau 
should  be  together,  and  cognate  subjects  should  be 
bound  in  the  same  or  in  adjacent  volumes.  Each 
volume  in  a  series  should  have  lettering  showing 
its  individual  character.  These  conditions  might 
best  be  met  by  substituting  for  the  present  Senate 


and  House  executive  and  miscellaneous  series  one 
comprehensive  series  to  be  known  as  United 
States  general  or  miscellaneous  documents,  to 
embrace  department  reports  and  all  other  docu- 
ments not  properly  belonging  in  the  several  series 
specifically  connected  with  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  or  not  special  sets  of  publications. 

Each  volume  or  set  should  have  at  its  end  an 
index  to  that  volume  or  set  only ;  there  should  be 
a  separate  annual  index  to  all  government  publi- 
cations of  the  year,  whether  by  government  sub- 
scription to  individual  enterprises  or  by  public 
provi^on ;  and  there  should  be  ultimately  a  sys- 
tematic and  comprehensive  subject-index  to  all 
governmental  publications,  but  not  until  a  plan 
has  been  matured  after  full  consulution  with  the 
best  bibliographical  authorities  inside  and  outside 
the  government  service. 

Every  government  publication  should  be  sent, 
as  soon  as  issued  or  bound,  to  public  depositories 
of  the  first  class,  which  should  include  every  State 
library  and  the  leading  library  for  public  use  in 
great  centres  of  population.  A  select  list,  to 
embrace  the  Statutes,  President's  Message,  Cen- 
sus volumes.  Copyright  lists,  and  other  issues  of 
universal  interest,  and  such  other  issues  as  may 
be  of  special  local  interest,  should  be  sent 
promptly  to  public  dei>ositories  of  the  second 
class,  which  should  include  such  other  libraries 
as  can  make  good  use  of  such  documents  —  such 
libraries  to  be  registered  on  application  of  the 
librarian  or  proper  officer,  stating  the  locality  and 
character  of  the  library,  its  present  or  prospective 
shelf-room,  its  facilities  for  reference  use,  the 
character  and  distribution  of  its  readers,  and  the 
lines  of  documents  serviceable  to  its  constituency, 
such  application  to  be  indorsed  by  the  proper 
Senator  or  Representative. 

All  documents  deposited  to  be  subject  to  trans- 
fer or  recall,  in  case  the  library  becomes  dead 
or  fails  to  provide  adequate  accommodation  and 
facilities  for  their  use. 

The  distribution  should  be  through  a  central 
mailing  office  and  bureau  of  distribution,  except 
where,  as  in  the  case  of  serial  issues  which  should 
be  sent  in  first  mail,  time  can  be  saved  by  mailing 
direct  from  the  office  of  publication,  such  bureau 
to  be  a  division  of  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  or  Library  of  Congress,  or  Department  of 
the  Interior.  This  bureau  should  receive  all 
orders  from  Congressmen,  the  departments,  etc^ 
and  should  keep  check-lists  to  prevent  unintended 
duplication.  This  bureau  should  also  be  the  gen- 
eral depository  of  all  unissued  documents. 
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Recognizing  that  such  results  must  be  accom- 
plished step  by  step,  yonr  committee  would  con- 
fine present  action  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

WJureas,  The  present  lack  of  system  in  the 
printing,  binding,  indexing,  and  distribution  of 
government  publications  results  in  great  waste, 
probably  exceeding  ^500,000  yearly,  with  a  max- 
imum of  inconvenience  to  Congressmen  as  dis- 
tributors, and  a  minimum  of  convenience  to  their 
constituents;  in  supplying  to  libraries  publica- 
tions which  thev  do  not  and  cannot  use,  and  deny- 
ing those  whicn  would  be  especially  valuable  to 
their  local  public;  and  in  an  entire  confusion  as  to 
arrangement,  indexing  and  binding  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  AmBrican  Library  Associa- 
tion, assembled  in  conference  at  San  Francisco, 
learns  with  gratification  of  the  special  investiga- 
tion into  the  printing  and  distnbution  of  pub- 
lic documents,  undertaken  by  the  Toint  Committee 
on  Printinfl;  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  and 

Resolveal  That  this  Assodation  proffers  to  said 
Joint  Committee,  through  its  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Documents,  its  hearty  coopera- 
tion in  promoting  better  methods  of  issuing  and 
distributing  the  manv  valuable  issues  included 
among  government  publications. 

Resolved^  That  the  A.  L.  A.  hereby  extends  its 
hearty  thanks  to  the  Honorable,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  for  the  useful  work  accomplished  in 
his  department  in  utilizing  government  publications 
by  the  exchange  of  volumes  to  complete  sets,  and 
trusts  that  this  work  may  be  continued  and 
extended. 

Resolved^  That  the  A.  L.  A.  appreciates  heartily 
the  enterprise  shown  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Hickox  in  his 
valuable  Monthly  Catalogue  of  Government  Pub- 
lications, and  commends  the  work  to  libraries  for 
the  support  which  will  insure  its  completion  and 
continuation. 

Respectfully  submittted. 

R.  R.  BowKKR,  Chairman, 

The  President.— :  This  report  was  evidently 
prepared  by  persons  entirely  conversant  with  the 
subject.    Is  there  any  difference  of  opinion  ? 

A  Member. — The  quickest  results  could  be 
obtained,  first,  by  securing  the  prompt  delivery  of 
such  books  as  are  now  printed  and  by  abolishing 
the  index  which  now  precedes  each  volume,  so 
that  they  would  not  have  to  wait  until  all  the 
books  are  published,  in  order  to  make  out  the 
index.  We  could  save  from  three  to  nine  months. 
Each  volume  should  be  sent  out  in  paper ;  they 
are  now  sent  out  in  the  cloth  edition.  The  Offi- 
cial Index  for  each  session  could  be  afterwards 
secured. 

The  President  suggested  referrmg  the  report 
to  the  standing  committee  for  consideration  by 
it  Mr.  BowKER  recommended  that  it  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  convention. 

A  Member. — The  State  libraries  receive  their 
public  documents  only  through  the  courtesy  of 


the  Senate  now ;  there  is  no  law  for  the  distribution 
of  the  public  documents  to  them. 

Dr.  LiNDERFELT.—  The  members  of  the  Amer- 
ican library  Association  have,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  for  ten  years  considered  the  subject  at 
every  meeting,  and  I  have  yet  to  find  a  single  per- 
son, either  publicly  or  in  private  conversation,  dis- 
agreeing in  the  slightest  particular  from  the 
report  put  before  us  by  Mr.  Bowker  and  his  com- 
mittee as  expressing  the  views  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  I  think  if  there  is  anything  we 
can  publicly  do  to  indorse  these  views,  we  should 
do  it.  I  think  we  have  delayed  long  enough  in 
this  matter  and  we  should  not  put  any  restriction 
on  the  Standing  Committee.  This  policy  should 
be  indorsed  to  the  fullest  extent  now,  in  the  pub- 
lic meeting.  There  is  one  little  word  in  the 
report,  however,  which  it  seems  to  me  might  be  mis- 
understood. Mr.  Bowker  said  "through  reference 
libraries.**  That  is  a  word  that  has  caused  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  already  and  it  ought  to  be  elim- 
inated. Some  of  these  libraries  have*  been 
hampered  to  an  astonishing  degree  in  getting  the 
government  publications,  on  that  technical  ground. 
I  know  that  the  Buffalo  library  with  some 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  volumes,  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  country,  has  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  getting  the  reports  that  are  given 
out  to  the  public  libraries,  500  volumes  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  "Through  reference  libraries 
in  centres  of  population.*'  The  members  of  the 
committee  present  would  modify  that  by  having 
it  read,  "and  the  leading  reference  libraries  for 
public  use  in  great  centres  of  population." 

The  President. — That  may  be  allowed  by 
unanimous  consent.    It  is  allowed. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  if  you 
yourself  disagree  with  the  report  ? 

The  President. —  I  am  very  glad  to  have  that 
go  out  as  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this 
Association.  All  I  want  is  that  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, when  it  begins  to  arrange  matters  with  the 
members  of  Congress  and  with  the  Committee  of 
Congress,  may  be  left  free  to  agree  to  whatever  in 
its  own  judgment  is  thought  best  at  the  time  when 
action  is  called  for. 

The  report  presented  by  Mr.  Bowker  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  resolutions  proposed  by  the  Special  Com- 
mittee were  adopted. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  I  now  ask  the  discharge  of  the 
Special  Committee. 

The  Special  Committee  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Walus.— The  Standing   Committee  on 
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Public  Documents  relates  to  documents  of  the 
United  States.  Could  there  not  be  a  resolution 
passed  here»  giving  the  Standing  Committee 
authority  also  to  make  recommendations,  such  as 
they  desire,  upon  State  documents  ?  There  is  no 
provision  for  the  transmission  of  public  docu* 
ments  between  one  State  and  another,  and  the 
result  is  that  many  of  the  States  cannot  afford  to 
send  their  voluminous  publications  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallis  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  whole  question  of  the  exchange  of  books 
between  States,  the  question  of  the  exchange  of 
State  publications,  as  well  as  that  of  government 
publications. 

KXSCUTIVS  COMMITTXS. 

The  tellers  reported  the  informal  vote  for 
Executive  Committee  as  follows  :-^ 

ScatUring-, 
F.  P.  Hill,  27.  C.  C.  Soule. 

W.  I.  Fletcher,  25.  F.  H.  Hild. 

J.  C.  Rowell,  25.  J.  V.  Cheney. 

C.  A.  Cutter,  23.  Miss  Hewins. 

S.  S.  Green,  21.  £.  J.  Nolan. 

K.  A.  Lmderfelt,  19.  A.  S.  Root. 

C.  R.  Dudley,  18.  J.  C.  Dana. 

H.  M.  Utley,  13.  D.  V.  R.  Johnston. 

It  was  moved  that  the  informal  vote  be  declared 
formal,  and  that  the  five  persons  receiving  the 
highest  number  of  votes  be  declared  elected 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  RowKLL. —  In  the  interest  of  the  Associa- 
tion I  wish  to  decline  the  nomination,  which 
would  necessarily  be  enforced  upon  me  by  that 
action,  for  this  reason:  We  out  here  on  the 
Western  slope  are  very  distant  from  you  of  the 
East.  Our  means  of  communication  are  slow, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  the  gentlemen  or  ladies 
serving  on  this  committee  should  be  in  quick 
communication,  and  sometimes  that  they  have 
personal  interviews.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is 
eminently  proper  that  I  should  decline  to  serve. 

The  President. —  I  would  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  convention,  that  the  arrangements 
for  this  convention  have  been  made  entirely  by 
mail.  If  the  committee  takes  hold  of  matters  at 
once  I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  even  if 
one  member  of  the  committee  is  in  California.  I 
I  hope  Mr.  Rowell  will  not  decline. 

Mr.  Dudley. —  I  think  every  member  of  the 
Association  would  be  glad  to  have  Mr.  Rowell 
serve  on  this  committee,  but  I  do  not  think  we 


should  try  to  compel  him  to  do  so.  Therefore,  if 
he  asks  to  be  released  from  the  burden,  I  ask 
that  his  resignation  be  accepted  simply  on  that 
ground.    Carried. 

The  motion  to  make  the  informal  ballot  formal 
was  withdrawn  after  some  discussion. 

The  Secretary  presently  announced  the  result  of 
the  f(Hinal  ballot,  as  follows : 
F.  P.  Hfll,  3a     .  K.  A.  linderfelt,  28. 

C.  A.  Cutter,  26.  C.  R.  Dudley,  24. 

W.  I.  Fletcher,  24. 

tiIanks. 

Mr.  Wheplet  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved^  That  Mr.  F.  H.  Hild,  ifbrarian  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Librarv,  be  requested  to  return 
to  the  trustees  of  the  Newbeiry  Library,  the 
Crerar  Library  and  the  Public  Library  of  Chicaf^o, 
the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  their  invitation 
to  meet  in  that  city  in  1893,  ^^^  report  that  the 
Association  has  unanimously  voted  to  accept  the 
invitation.     Carried  unanimously. 

The  President.— I  will  now  call  on  Mr. 
Cheney  to  give  his  five-minute  talk. 

THE  NEW  CATALOGING. 

Mr.  Cheney.—  Matthew  Arnold  has  said  that 
we  cannot  do  without  religion ;  I  have  long  been 
of  the  impression  that  we  cannot  do  without  cata- 
logs, and  I  am  firmly  convinced  of  it.  Cata- 
logs, with  all  due  deference  to  the  gentlemen 
who  have  reported  here  in  favor  of  '*  Access  to 
the  shelves,"  properly  made,  give  the  borrower  an 
opportunity  to  get  at  the  contents  of  the  library, 
without  the  aid  of  access  to  the  library  himself. 
Such  is  the  experience  in  the  library  with  whidi 
I  am  connected,  and  it  must  be  so  with  any  large 
library.  I  have  been  continually  working  to  see 
what  we  can  do  to  produce  a  better  catalog,  so 
that  we  shall  not  be  doing  each  other's  work  over 
again,  but  when  the  work  was  once  done  it  could  be 
utilised.  Fortunately  I  have  associated  with  me 
a  gentleman  who  goes  beyond  theory  into  the 
more  solid  realm  of  practice,  and  this  has  given  us 
a  new  method  of  cataloging  which  is  the  result  of 
large  experience  of  a  practical  man,  a  man  versed 
in  practical  mechanics  and  in  library  matters. 
NoW|  what  I  am  about  to  read  you  b  somewhat 
revolutionary.  I  have  taken  the  precaution,  being 
a  young  member  of  the  Association,  to  procure  the 
opinion  of  one  of  your  oldest  members  and  one 
of  your  most  skilled  and  thoroughly  versed  libra- 
rians, Mr.  Fletcher,  to  say  whether  or  not  I  am 
justified  in  these  rather  startling  remarks  which  I 
have  to  make  upon  this  subject.    Without  further 
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ado,  I  say  simply  to  the  good  librarians  and  to 
the  young  librarians  who  are  about  making  a 
catalog  —  I  suggest  to  them  most  emphatically 
that  they  wait  for  a  few  months  until  the  things 
which  I  here  speak  of  can  be  laid  before  you.  I 
am  daily  in  receipt  of  communications  from  per- 
sons who  want  informadon  as  to  how  they  can 
get  along  with  this  catalog;  it  has  been  on  our 
minds  day  and  night,  and  we  think  we  have  con- 
tributed something  here  toward  the  solution  of 
the  great  catalog  question.    (Applause.) 

7b  tA^  Memhers  of  the  American  Library  Atsocia- 

Hon  in  Contfention, 

It  seems  not  quite  right  to  allow  the  librarians 
to  return  to  their  several  places  of  toil  without 
mention  of  a  matter  that  may  considerably  affect 
their  plans  for  future  catalog  work.  Though  it 
it  is  impossible  to  give  details  for  perhaps  six 
months  to  come,  a  general  statement  will  suffice 
by  way  of  notice.  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudolph,  first  assist- 
ant librarian  of  this  library,  will  bring  out  at  an 
early  date  a  new  method  of  cataloging,  the 
adoption  of  which  bids  fair  to  amount  to  some- 
thing like  a  revolution;  this  for  the  following 
reasons: — 

1.  It  does  away  with  that  very  cumbrous  thing, 
the  card  catalog. 

2.  It  renders  unnecesary  the  printing  of  cata- 
logs and  bulletins  in  volume  form. 

3.  The  pen  is  pretty  much  dispensed  with,  the 
most  of  the  work  not  only  being  printed  as  it 
proceeds,  but  the  subject-headings  and  the  sub- 
divisions being  distinguished  by  colored  inks. 

4.  It  solves  the  long-standing  problem  of  a 
universal  catalog. 

5.  The  method  insures  not  only  economy,  but 
accuracy  and  fullness  hitherto  impossible. 

6.  It  insures  speed,  one  assistant  being  able  to 
do  the  work  of  five  using  the  old  methods.  Books 
arriving  in  the  morning  can  be  fully  cataloged 
the  same  day,  and  the  catalog  put  before  the 
public 

I  have  said  that  the  new  method  will  accom- 
plish these  rather  astonishing  things.  I  believe 
it  will,  and,  acting  on  the  belief,  I  havew  suggested 
to  our  own  Board  of  Trustees  the  advisability  of 
delay  in  further  printing  until  the  time  is  ripe  for 
a  thorough  examination  of  it. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  V.  Cheney. 

Mr.  Fletcher.— You  will  at  once  see  that  I 
am  put  in  an  embarrassing  position  by  being 
called  upon  to  say  whether  the  claims  made  in 


this  document  are  justified.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  accept  that  position.  Like  the  man  who  was 
to  stand  in  front  of  the  cannon  and  catch  the  ball, 
I  feel  like  saying,  **  Touch  it  off  easy."  All  I  am 
prepared  to  say  now  is  that  it  hsis  commended 
itself  to  me  as  worthy  of  the  claims  of  those 
interested  in  it.  How  far  those  claims  will  be 
substantiated  remains  to  be  seen.  But  I  should 
probably  claim  as  much  for  it  if  it  was  of  my  own 
contrivance. 

On  motion  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Stetson 
on 

ECONOMICAL,  EDUCATIONAL,  AND  SELECTED 
CATALOGUES 

was  read  by  title. 

{Seep,  26.) 
On  motion  the  paper  prepared  by  Dr.  Steiner, 

SHOULD  UNIFORMITY  MARK  THE  ARRANGEMENT 

AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF  OUR  PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES? 

was  also  read  by  title. 

{Seep,  57.) 

ADJOURNMENT. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Root  was  carried  that  when 
the  Association  adjourn  today  it  should  not  be 
the  final  adjournment,  but  that  the  final  adjourn- 
ment should  take  place  at  a  meeting  after  the 
excursion  train  should  reach  Chicago. 

JAPANESE  LIBRARIES. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  J.  £.  Tanaka  to  President 
Green  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Johnston :  — 

Teikoku  Daigaku  (Imperial  University). 

Tokyo,  Japan,  Sept.  23, 1891. 

Dear  Sir: — To  the  Conference  of  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association,  which  is  going  to  be 
held  at  San  Francisco,  I  beg  to  send  greetings, 
with  my  sincere  wishes  for  its  every  success, 
while  I  regret  very  much  at  my  inability  to  have 
the  honor  and  pleasure  of  meeting  all  the  veteran 
librarians  of  the  United  States,  from  whom  I 
cannot  fail  to  derive  much  benefit  by  coming 
among  them. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  giving  to  the  Confer- 
ence a  short  account  of  the  Tokyo  Library,  of 
which  I  am  the  librarian,  and  also  something 
about  other  libraries  of  Japan.  As  to  the  details 
of  the  management  of  the  former,  however,  I  bet- 
ter wait  for  another  opportunity  to  describe ;  for 
it  is  in  the  period  of  transition  from  the  old  method 
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to  the  new.  liy  the  new  method  I  mean  the 
American  method  more  or  less  modi6ed  accord, 
ing  to  circamstances,  especially  in  the  case  of  the 
treatment  of  Japanese  and  Chinese  books.  I  am, 
therefore,  only  to  introduce  the  Tokyo  Library  to 
the  notice  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
incidentally  touching  all  other  libraries  in  Japan. 

TOKYO  LIBRARY. 

The  Tokyo  Library  is  national  in  its  character, 
as  the  Congressional  Library  of  the  United  States, 
the  British  Museum  of  Great  Britain,  etc  It  is 
maintained  by  the  State,  and  by  the  copyright 
Act  it  is  to  receive  a  copy  of  every  book,  pam- 
phlet, etc,  published  in  the  empire. 

The  Tokyo  Library  was  established  in  1872  by 
the  Department  of  Education  with  about  70,000 
volumes.  In  1873  *^  ^^  amalgamated  with  the 
library  belonging  to  the  Exhibition  Bureau  and 
two  years  later  it  was  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  Home  Department,  while  a  new  library  with 
the  title  of  Tokyo  Library  was  started  by  the 
Education  Department  at  the  same  time  with 
about  28,000  volumes  newly  collected.  Thus  the 
Tokyo  Library  began  its  career  on  a  quite  slender 
basis ;  but  in  1876,  the  books  increased  to  68,953, 
and  In  1877  to  71,853. 

Since  that  time,  both  the  numbers  of  books  and 
visitors  have  steadily  increased,  so  much  so  that 
in  1884  the  former  reached  102,350  and  latter 
115,986,  averaging  359  persons  per  one  day.  The 
library  was  then  open  free  to  all  classes;  but  the 
presence  of  too  many  readers  of  the  commonest 
text-books  and  light  literature  was  found  to  have 
caused  much  hindrance  to  the  serious  students, 
on  whom  the  greatest  favor  ought  to  be  con- 
ferred, while  any  discrimination  between  the  two 
was  entirely  impossible.  This  disadvantage  was 
somewhat  remedied  by  introducing  the  fee  system, 
which,  of  course,  placed  much  restriction  to  the 
visitors  of  the  library.  This  seems  to  be  in  con- 
tradiction of  the  generally  recognized  principle  of 
public  libraries,  but  it  was  sheer  necessity  of  the 
time,  when  there  were  not  many  available  resorts 
for  serious  students,  for  whom  this  library  was 
chiefly  intended.  With  this  object  in  view,  a 
large  number  of  books,,  mostly  consisting  of  works 
of  light  literature,  was  withdrawn  from  the  reading 
room.  These  measures  naturally  caused  a  great 
decrease  in  the  number  of  readers,  but  an  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  was  distinctly  observable. 

Up  to  that  time  the  library  was  in  the  old  Uni- 
versity Hall,  which,  though  quite  spacious,  was 
very  inconvenient  for  the  use  of  library.    A  new 


building  was,  therefore,  erected  in  the  Uyeno 
Park,  to  which  the  library  was  removed  in  1886. 
The  place  is  away  from  the  bustle  of  the  city 
with  fresh  air  and  evergreens  round  and  about. 
l*he  reading  room  accommodates  about  200  read- 
ers and  is  divided  into  three  compartments  viz. : 
"special,"  "ladies,**  and  " ordinary." 

We  have  two  sets  of  catalogues,  viz. :  "card 
catalogue  "  and  printed  catalogue,  both  classified. 
It  is  now  proposed  to  improve  them  upon  the 
principle  of  dictionary  catalogue. 

It  is  very  clear  from  the  character  of  the  library 
that  it  is  a  reference  library  and  not  a  circulating 
library.  But  as  there  are  not  any  other  large  and 
well-equipped  libraries  in  Tokyo,  a  system  o£ 
"lending  out'*  is  added,  something  like  that  of 
Konigliche  Bibliothek  zu  Berlin,  with  a  subscrip- 
tion of  5  yen  (about  $5)  per  annum.  The  sub- 
scriber has  the  privilege  of  taking  books  out  of 
the  library  for  a  term  of  ten  days,  subject  to  a 
renewal  should  the  subscriber  so  desire. 

The  Tokyo  Library  now  contains  97*550  Japan- 
ese and  Chinese  books  and  25,559  £ur«^>ean 
books,  besides  about  100,000  of  duplicates,  popu- 
lar books,  etc.,  which  are  not  used. 

The  average  number  of  books  used  is  337,262  a 
year.  By  applying,  therefore,  ♦Jevons's  principU 
of  the  multiplicoHcn  of  utility ^  the  average  turn- 
over of  each  book  is  about  2.5  -f,  and  by  dividing 
the  total  expenditure  by  the  total  issue  of  books, 
the  average  cost  of  each  issue  is  2.3-sen  (about 
two  cents).  Again  by  comparing  the  number  of 
books  used  and  the  classes  of  books  read  during 
the  last  year,  we  see  that  121.5  P^'  ^^^  ^  ^  ^^ 
tory,  geography,  etc ;  21  per  cent  in  literature  and 
language;  17.2  per  cent  in  science,  mathematics 
and  medicine;  and  13.4  per  cent  in  law  and  poli- 
tics. In  other  subjects  the  percentage  is  less  than 
10.  This  comparison  gives  some  idea  of  the  incli- 
nation of  the  reading  public 

THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE  IMPSRIAL  UNIVBRSITY. 

The  Library  of  the  Imperial  University,  which 
is  also  under  my  charge,  comprises  all  the  books 
belonging  to  the  Imperial  University  of  Japan. 
These  boolcs  are  solely  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
structors, students,  and  pupils,  no  admittance  be- 
ing granted  to  the  general  public  The  library 
conuins  77,991  European  books  and  101,217  Jap- 
anese and  Chinese  books. 

*The  Ratioiule  of  free  public  libraries,  In  hit  Method  of 
social  reform,  pp.  29-30 
t  Extract  of  Tokyo  Library  Report,  1890,  p.  a. 
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As  to  Other  smaller  libraries  of  Japan,  there  are 
eight  public  and  ten  private  libraries  in  different 
parts  of  the  empire.  The  books  contained  in 
them  are  66,912  Japanese  and  Chinese  books  and 
4,731  European  books  with  43,91 1  visitors  I 

Besides  these,  in  most  of  towns  of  respectable 
size,  there  are  generally  two  or  three  small  private 
circulating  libraries,  which  contain  books  chiefly 
consisting  of  light  literature  and  historical  works 
popularly  treated. 

The  proprietors  of  these  libraries  or  their  as- 
sistants go  about  from  patron  to  patron  every  day, 
leaving  with  him  the  books  he  requires.  These 
books  are  loaned  for  a  small  sum,  which  varies 
according  to  the  quality  of  books  and  also  the 
length  of  time  during  which  the  books  are  to  be 
kept.  There  are  about  60  libraries  of  this  de- 
scription in  the  city  of  Tokyo  alone. 

I.  Tanaka. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  ScuDDER. — The  Committee  on  Resolutions 
recommends  to  the  Association  to  spread  the  fol- 
lowing minute  upon  its  records,  and  to  transmit 
the  same,  duly  certified,  to  each  of  the  parties 
named  therein:  — 

The  American  Library  Association  cannot  close 
this  the  last  session  of  its  thirteenth  general  meet- 
ing without  expressing  its  warmest  thanks  for  the 
unbounded  hospitality  with  which  it  has  been 
received  in  California  from  the  moment  it  touched 
the  borders  of  the  State  until  the  time  of  its  de- 
parture. Much,  very  much,  was  expected  of  a 
State  the  prodigality  of  whose  natural  resources 
was  reputed  to  be  reflected  in  the  hearts  of  its 
citizens,  but  the  overflow  of  good  feeling  and  gen- 
erous action  must  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  Cali- 
fornia's full  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation as  an  important  agent  in  the  education  and 
culture  of  the  people  and  in  the  elevation  of  the 
standard  of  citizenship  in  our  common  country. 
Where  all  have  acted  with  such  liberality  and 
done  so  much  to  render  the  visit  of  the  Assoda^ 
tion  to  California  a  success  and  pleasure  in  every 
possible  sense,  time  fails  to  spedfy  our  indebted- 
ness ;  but  the  members  present  can  never  forget 
the  untiring  devotion  of  the  local  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  San  Francisco,  upon  whom  by  far  the 
heaviest  burden  of  responsibility  has  fallen  and 
who  have  responded  thereto  with  such  cordial 
good  will  and  fellowship  as  to  win  all  our  hearts ; 
nor  the  fervor  of  the  citizens  of  Sacramento,  oar 


first  and  brief  hosts,  whose  generosity  outran  their 
boundaries,  but  did  not  stay  without  the  gates ; 
nor  the  local  committee  of  Oakland,  who  made  us 
mark  with  a  red  letter  the  day  we  spent  across 
the  bay.  No  less  can  we  allow  ourselves  to  for- 
get the  welcome  as  received  at  Sutro  Heights, 
where  body  and  mind  were  refreshed  under  the 
persona]  guidance  of  our  generous  host,  Adolphe 
Sutro,  Esq. ;  and  at  Palo  Alto,  where  the  Oxford 
of  the  Pacific  slope,  bom  in  a  day,  delighted  us 
only  less  than  the  courteous,  graceful,  and  bounti- 
ful reception  of  Senator  and  Mrs.  Stanford.  To 
all  these  we  offer  most  heartfelt  thanks  and 
express  our  fervent  wishes  for  the  unchecked 
growth  of  California  in  those  intellectual  and 
moral  directions  in  which  she  is  now  advancing 
with  such  rapid  strides. 

The  Association  cannot  forget,  also,  its  indebt- 
edness to  the  Committees  of  the  Mercantile  and 
Public  Libraries  of  Denver,  the  University  Club  of 
the  same  city,  and  the  President  and  Faculty  of 
Colorado  College,  Colorado  Springs,  who  made 
the  short  stay  of  the  Eastern  party  in  the  Centen- 
nial State  a  delightful  remembrance. 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  offers  its 
grateful  thanks  to  the  officials  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Railroad  accompanying  our  party  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, for  the  libendity  and  convenience  of  all 
their  arrangements  for  our  comfort,  which  have 
been  fully  appreciated  by  all  the  travellers. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Fletcher  then  read  for  information  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  naming  the 
following  list  of 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE  ENSUING    YEAR. 

President, 
K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Milwaukee. 
Viee  Presidents, 

W:  I.  Fletcher,  Amherst  College  Library. 

L.  H.  Steiner,  Enoch  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

C:  C.  Soule,  Brookline,  Mass. 

[Mr.  Soule  resigned,  and  Mr.  Utiey  was  elected 
in  his  place.] 

J.  C.  Rowell,  University  of  California. 

C.  M.  Hewins,  Hartford  Library,  Conn. 

[Fred*k  H.  Hild  also  was  afterwards  chosen.] 

Secretary, 

Frank  P.  Hill,  Free  Public  Library,  Newark, 
N.J. 
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Assistant  Secretaries* 


W:  E:  Parker,  Treas.  Library  Bureau. 
Ml.    Salome   Cutler,    Vice   Director    Library 
School. 


H.  £.  Davidsoo,  Secretary  Library  Bureau. 
Fredic  H.  Hild,  Chicago  Public  Ubrary. 


Prof.  G:  T.  Little,  Bowdoin  College  Library. 

TVeasunr, 
H:  J.  Carr,  Albright  Library,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Finance  Committee. 
W:  C.  Laue,  Hanrard  College. 
J.  M.  Glenn,  Treasurer  New  Mercantile  Library, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Cooperation  Committee, 

Gardner  M.  Jones,  Public  Library,  Salem, 
Mass. 

Harriet  E.  Green,  Cataloger,  Boston  Athe- 
n«um« 

M..  A.  Bean,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Library  School  Committee. 

M..  W.  Plummer,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Wire,  Medical  Librarian,  Newberry 
Library. 

W.  K.  Stetson,  Public  Library,  New  Haven. 

Public  Document  Committees, 
R.  R.  Bowker,  Vice-President  Brooklyn  Library. 
E.  C.  Hovey,  Trustee  Brookline  Library. 
T.  H.  Wallis,  Ex-State  Librarian  of  California. 
J.  P.  Dunn,  jr..  State  Librarian,  Indiana. 

Standing  Committee, 
The  President,  ex-oficio. 
The  Secretary,  ex^ffieio, 
F:  M.  Crunden,  Public  Library,  St  Louis. 

Endowment  Committee, 
J:  M.  Glenn. 
E.  C.  Hovey. 
R.  R.  Bowker. 

TVustees  of  Endowment  Fund, 
Norman  Williams. 
E.  C.  Hovey. 
J:  M.  Glenn. 

Councillors, 
Justin  Winsor,  W:  F.  Poole,  C.   A.  Cutter, 


F:  M.  Crunden,  Mdvil  Dewey,  S:  S.  Green, 
Esc-Fresidents,  and  W:  H.  Brett,  C.  R.  Dudley, 
C.  A.  Nelson,  H.  M.  Utley,  A:  W.  Whelpley,  J: 
Edmands,  J:  V.  Cheney,  Miss  H..  P.  James, 
Miss  M..  £.  Sargent,  J:  C.  Dana,  Tessa  A.  Kelso, 
Alfred  £.  Whitaker,  Horace  Wilson,  W.  C. 
Fitch,  D.  V.  R.  Johnston. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Documents  have  power  to  add  to  its  number  and 
elect  its  own  chairman,  but  the  President  advised 
the  convention  that  according  to  the  constitution, 
while  the  Executive  Committee  could  add  to  the 
number  of  any  one  of  its  committees,  the  Associa- 
tion had  no  authority  to  do  so. 

Adjourned. 

SANTA  BARBARA  SESSION, 

(FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  21.) 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  Arliog- 
ton  Hotel,  Santa  Barbara,  President  Grrkn  in  the 
chair. 

The  Prisidsict  stated  that  the  object  was  to 
express  the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  the 
courtesies  which  had  been  extended  to  it. 

Mr.  ScuDDSR  from  the  Conunittee  on  Resolu- 
tions  offered  the  following:— 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association  here  present  return  thanks 
to  the  Librarian  and  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  Santa  Barbara  for  the  generous  hospi- 
tality which  enabled  them  to  see  thoroughly  and 
pleasantly  a  place  of  whose  attractions  they  have 
often  heard,  and  in  taking  leave  extend  their 
heartiest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  both  the 
library  and  the  city. 

This  being  duly  seconded  was  unanimously 
carried. 

Adjourned. 

TRAIN  SESSION, 

(FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  30.) 

Pres.  Green  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Nolan,  in  order  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  meeting,  moved  to  re-consider  the  resolution 
•passed  at  San  Francisco  to  meet  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Whelpley  objected  on  the  ground  that 
the  regular  meeting  in  San  Francisco  should  not 
be  superseded  by  a  smaller  meeting  at  which 
only  a  few  members  were  present. 

Mr.  Cutter  stated  that  it  was  not  well  to  give 
up  Washington  or  Baltimore,  but  it  would  be  a 
good  plan  to  have  some  quiet  place  where  the 
A.  L.  A.  could  conduct  its  business  without  dis- 
traction which  is  not  possible  in  a  large  dty. 
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Mr.  Dudley  also  objected  to  large  cities  and 
stated  that  the  experience  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in  cities 
had  not  been  such  as  to  create  any  desire  to  try  it 
again.  Meetings  held  away  from  the  seductive 
influences  of  the  town  were  to  be  preferred. 

Mr.  SouLB  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  next 
year  it  would  be  well  to  devote  our  time  to  making 
preparations  for  the  World's  Fair,  and  conse- 
quently dose  attention  to  regular  business  was  to 
be  desired. 

Mr.  BowKER  thought  that  it  was  unwise  to  ignore 
the  action  taken  at  San  Francisco,  but  as  it  was 
well  to  modify  its  action  he  offered  the  following 
resolution :  — 

Resolved^  that  the  Standing  Committee  be 
authorized,  in  arranging  for  the  Washington-Bal- 
timore  Conference,  to  provide  that  the  first  ses- 
sions of  the  conference  shall  be  held  at  some 
quieter  resort  (preferably  Annapolis,  if  satbfactory 
hotel  accommodations  can  be  had,  otherwise  in 
New  York  and  Washington,  and  at  some  point 
as  near  Washington  as  practicable) ;  also  that  the 
committee  be  requested  to  arrange  for  an  optional 
post-conference  trip  to  include  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, Richmond,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Luray, 
the  Natural  Bridge,  and  Gettysburg  or  other  con- 
venient points. 

Dr.  Nolan  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider 
in  order  to  give  Mr.  Bowker*s  resolution  a  chance 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  SouLE  moved  to  strike  out  "  Preferably 
Annapolis,  provided  satisfactory  hotel  accommoda- 
tions can  be  had,**  on  the  ground  that  in  his  opin- 
ion Annapolis  could  not  offer  accommodations  at 
all  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

Mr.  LowDERMiLK  did  not  think  that  Annapo- 
lis was  so  bad,  but  in  his  opinion  Old  Point  or 
Luray  were  much  better;  he  confessed  that  he 
had  never  been  at  Annapolis. 

Dr.  Pools  objected  to  Washington  because  it 
was  too  hot  and  because  in  the  South  there  were 
few  libraries  belonging  to  the  A.  I^.  A.,  and 
because  we  could  hope  for  but  little  support  there. 

Col.  LowDERMiLK  urged  the  advisability  of 
meeting  in  the  South  in  order  to  give  aid  to  the 
librarians  in  that  section  who  were  striving  to  do 
their  best  under  adverse  circumstances,  and  who 
deserved  great  credit  for  very  excellent  work. 

Mr.  Hill  objected  to  Washington  and  thought 
that  the  Association  had  the  power  to  change  the 
action  of  the  San  Francisco  meeting  whenever  it 
wished.  He  favored  Col.  Lowdermilk's  sugges- 
tion to  go  to  Old  Point  or  Luray.  He  also 
thanked  the  A.  L.  A.  in  touching  words  for  the 


resolutions  of  sympathy  for  him.  They  had  been 
of  great  comfort  to  him  when  sick  and  far  from 
home,  and  as  he  had  thought  far  from  friends. 

Miss  Sherman  stated  that  there  were  in  the 
South  many  devoted  librarians  who  could  not 
give  the  time  and  money  to  attend  the  sessions  in 
the  North,  who  ought  to  be  aided  by  a  session  in 
the  South  which  they  would  gladly  attend. 

Dr.  Nolan  did  not  like  to  override  the  action 
taken  in  San  Francisco,  but  thought  that  a  session  < 
near  Washington  would  answer  all  the  conditions 
demanded.  He  was  in  favor  of  Luray  as  he 
knew  the  place  to  be  good  from  his  own  personal 
experience. 

Mr.  Cutter  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
next  year  should  be  devoted  to  business  only,  in 
order  that  the  Association  might  get  itself  into 
condition  to  make  a  creditable  exhibition  in  Chi- 
cago in  1893.  He  thought  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee should  have  the  largest  powers  to  chose 
time  and  place  of  meeting.  In  his  opinion  the 
session  should  be  in  the  North,  so  as  to  get  the 
largest  possible  delegation  to  attend. 

Dr.  Poole  moved  to  lay  both  Mr.  Bowker's 
resolution  and  Mr.  Soule's  amendment  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

Mr.  Jenks  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Between  New  York  and  Washington." 

Mr.  Dudley  raised  a  point  of  order  that  the 
convention  had  adjourned  to  meet  in  Chicago. 
The  chair  held  the  poii)t  not  well  taken. 

Messrs.  Soule  and  Jenks  withdrew  their 
amendments. 

Mr.  Dudley  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  As  near  Washington  as  practicable." 
"  Lost,  yea  12,  nay  13." 

Miss  Ahearn  moved  to  strike  out  the  wqrds 
*<  Between  New  York  and  Washington.*'  Car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Bowker's  resolution  as  amended  was  then 
adopted,  reading  as  follows :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  be 
authorized  in  arranging  for  the  Washington  and 
Baltimore  conference  to  provide  that  the  first  ses- 
sions of  the  conference  shall  be  held  at  some 
quiet  resort,  preferably  Annapolis,  if  satisfactory 
hotel  accommodations  can  be  had,  otherwise  as 
near  Washington  as  practicable;  and  that  the 
committee  be  requested  to  arrange  for  an 
optional  post-conference  trip  to  include  Old 
Point,  Ricomond,  White  Sulpnur  Springs,  Luray, 
the  Natural  Bridge,  and  Gettysburg,  or  other 
points. 

On  being  asked,  the  chair  ruled  that  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  has  full  power  to  fix  the  time  of 
meeting  at  any  date  in  the  months  of  May  and  June. 
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Dr.  Pools  moved  that  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee have  power  to  name  any  time. 

Mr.  HiLD  thought  this  unwise,  as  it  was  impor- 
tant to  have  an  early  session  to  provide  for  the 
World's  Fair. 

Dr.  Poole's  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  SouLE  declined  to  accept  his  election  as 
Vice-President. 

The  chair  ruled  that  Mr.  Soule  must  offer  his 
resignation  to  the  Executive  Committee,  as  the 
Association  had  no  voice  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BowKER  appealed  from  this  decision,  but 
in  answer  to  a  question  from  the  President  said 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  make  the  appeal  at  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  HiLD  moved  that  when  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Constitution  make  its  report  a 
printed  copy  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  least  three  months  before  the  confer- 
ence.   Carried. 

Mr.  Dana  offered  the  following  resolution:  — 

R€S9hed^  That  the  Standing  Committee  be 
reouested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  printing 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  papers  to  oe  presented 
at  the  next  conference  of  the  Association,  and 
distributing  the  same  among  such  members  as 
are  to  attend  said  conference  two  weeks  before 
the  date  of  the  same. 

Mr.  BowKER  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the 
Standing  Committee  see  that  at  the  next  confer- 
ence the  bulk  of  the  time  be  given  to  discussion 
and  not  to  papers. 

Mr.  Cutter  opposed  the  amendment  as  being 
no  more  than  a  recommendation  that  had  been 
tried  and  had  failed  at  every  conference.  He 
urged  that  Mr.  Dana's  experiment  be  tried  once  at 
least. 

Mr.  Bowker's  amendment  was  lost,  and  Mr. 
Dana's  motion  was  carried. 

Adjourned. 

TRAIN  SESSION. 

(SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  3 1.) 

President  Green  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Scudder 
from  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  offered  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted :  — - 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
attending  the  San  Francisco  conference  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  journey  across  the  continent  and 
through  Southern  California,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  express  their 
cordial  thanks  to  that  company  and  especially  to 
Assistant  General  Passenger  Agent  George  W. 
Boyd,  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
the  journey  has  been  planned  and  conducted,  and 
the  special  train  equipped  and  manned,  affording 


the  very  perfection  of  travel  and  avoiding  com- 
pletely the  discomforts  and  inconveniences  usually 
incident  to  long  journeys;  and  they  especially 
appreciate  the  good  faith  of  the  company  in  that 
altnough  the  number  of  passengers  fell  short  of 
original  expectations,  it  has  fulfilled  to  the  utmost 
the  liberal  arrangements  of  the  original  pro- 
gramme. 

Resolved^  That  in  tendering  their  bipedal  thanks, 
individually  and  collectively,  to  Tourist  Agent 
J.  P.  McWilliams  and  to  Mrs.  H.  F.  bender, 
chaperon,  representing  the  management  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  they  recognize  to  how 
large  an  extent  the  proper  arrangement  of  detail 
has  been  due  to  tneir  efficiency  and  constant 
courtesy. 

Resolved^  That  they  appreciate  heartily  and 
fully  how  much  they  are  inaebted  to  the  excellent 
service  and  unfailing  good-nature  of  Pullman  con- 
ductor Backus,  Dinmgrcar  Conductor  Erhart,  and 
other  train  officials,  and  to  the  porters,  waiters, 
and  others  of  the  train  crew,  for  the  comfort  and 
convenience  which  they  have  enjoyed  throughout 
the  journey. 

Resolved^  That  they  thank  also  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  General  Passenger  Agent  Good- 
man and  its  other  officials  for  their  courtesy  in 
making  special  arrangements  for  the  side  trips 
from  San  Francisco  and  in  affording  other  conven- 
iences on  their  road. 

The  American  Library  Association  wishes  to 
return  its  hearty  thanks  to  the  Kansas  Library 
Association,  and  especially  to  the  librarians  present 
at  Topeka  on  the  last  dav  of  October,  for  their 
very  gracious  welcome  ana  cordial  hospitality,  for 
the  delicate  music  of  the  Mandolin  Club,  and  the 
personal  attentions  of  the  young  ladies  of  the  U 
and  I  Club,  all  of  which  gave  to  the  Association's 
brief  stay  at  Topeka  a  peculiar  chamu 

The  A.  L.  A.,  recognizing  how  greatly  the 
pleasure  and  interest  of  its  C^ifomia  Conference 
and  of  the  trip  across  the  continent  have  been 
increased  by  the  abounding  generosity  with  which 
it  has  been  welcomed  at  every  turn,  wishes  to 
place  on  record  its  warmest  thanks  to  the  follow- 
ing parties,  in  addition  to  those  that  have  already 
received  recognition : — 

To  the  press  of  San  Francisco  for  its  excellent 
and  full  reports  of  the  meetings  of  the  conference, 
which  were  satisfactory  in  a  high  degree. 

To  the  citizens  of  Santa  Cruz  who  spread  for  us 
a  lunch  in  that  noble  forest  of  Big  Trees,  which 
lies  at  their  border,  and  received  us  with  such 
warm  hospitality. 

To  the  good  people  of  Pasadena,  under  the 
leadership  of  Willis  M.  Masters,  Esq.,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  Mrs.  Merritt  of  the 
Public  Library  for  a  bountiful  lunch  and  a  drive 
under  personal  guidance  through  their  fruitful 
vallev  and  a  visit  to  the  library,  where  the  school 
children  fairly  loaded  us  with  flowers  and  fruit. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Los  Angeles,  and  a  committee  of  citizens,  to 
Miss  Tessa  L.  Kesso,  the  chief  librarian,  Miss 
Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  her  assistant,  and  the  entire 
library  staff,  for  a  most  cordial  reception  at  the 
Public  Library,  a  collation  under  the  presidency 
of  His  Honor,  Mayor  H.  T.  Hazard,  where  the 
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tables  were  decorated  with  flowers  and  palms  in  a 
manner  befitting  Southern  California,  and  a.  drive 
with  the  citizens  about  the  growing  city ;  also  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  C.  Lowe  of  Pasadena,  who 
supplied  our  train  with  the  choicest  flowers  on  our 
departure. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
San  Diego,  and  the  indefatigable  Miss  Lulu 
Younkin,  librarian,  for  a  most  enjoyable  visit  to 
their  border  city,  where  the  Association  badge 
was  honored  on  ferries  and  railways ;  yachts  and 
carriages  were  provided  for  our  pleasure;  a  ball 
given  by  the  Mizpah  Club  on  our  arrival,  and  a 
reception  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Story  on  our  departure ; 
and  not  the  least  a  trip  to  Mexico  allured  us. 

To  Mrs.  G.  L.  Smith,  librarian  of  the  Public 
Library  of  Riverside,  and  to  its  citizens  for  a  drive 
through  the  place  under  individual  guidance,  an 
informal  reception  at  the  library  and  a  generous 
collation. 

The  members  of  the  Association,  so  fortunate 
as  to  be  able  to  make  this  trip  and  attend  the 
Conference  cannot  fail  to  carry  with  them  through 
life  a  high  appreciation  of  the  generous  culture, 
the  prodigal  hospitality,  and  the  devoted  patriotism 
of  the  good  people  of  California. 

Dr.  Nolan  offered  the  following :  — 

Resotved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  American 
Librarv  Association  be  tendered  to  its  President, 
Samuel  Swett  Green,  for  his  courteous  and  effi- 
cient discharge  of  his  responsible  duties  during 
the  San  Francisco  session  of  the  Association. 

This  being  duly  seconded.  Dr.  Nolan  himself 
put  the  question.    Carried  with  applause. 

The  Executive  Committee  through  Dr.  Linder- 
felt  reported  that  they  had  accepted  with  reluc- 
tance Mr.  Soule's  resignation.  They  also  reported 
that  they  had  elected  Mr.  H.  M.  Utley  to  fill  the 
vacancy  (applause),  and  furthermore  that  they  had 
elected  Mr.  Fred'k  H.  Hild  a  Vice-President,  in 
order  that  he  might  represent  the  Association  with 
full  powers  before  the  Committee  of  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition.    (Applause). 

Mr.  Utley  thanked  the  Association  in  a  few 
words  for  his  election. 

Adjourned. 


CHICAGO  JSESaiON. 

(MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  2.) 

The  final  meeting  was  held  at  the  Newberry 
Library,  Chicago,  President  Green  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Sou  LB  discussed  the  nomenclature  of 
library  architecture  and  proposed  that  hereafter 
the  ^  single  stack  *'  be  hereafter  known  as  **  floor 
cases,'*  and  that  systems  of  this  character  be 
called  the  *' range  system." 

Mr.  Utley  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions prepare  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  citizens  of 
Chicago  for  their  generous  hospitality.    Carried. 

The  following  was  afterwards  prepared  by 
them :  — 

Resolved t  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
be  given  to  our  kind  Chicago  friends  and  particu- 
larly to  the  authorities  of  the  Public  ana  New- 
berry Libraries,  for  their  ver^  generous  attentions, 
by  which  our  visit  to  their  city  was  made  as 
attractive  and  useful  as  was  possible  in  so  brief 
a  stay. 

Mr.  Cutter  read  his  report  on  personal  statis- 
tics. 

Mrs.  Dixon  outlined  the  system  of  sliding  book 
presses  as  used  in  the  British  Museum,  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  and  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  private 
library. 

Mr.  BowKER  made  a  report  on  the  model  library 
as  conducted  in  the  Brooklyn  Library.  He  hoped 
that  the  A.  L.  A.  members  would  communicate 
criticisms  on  it  to  the  Library  journal, 

Mr.  Fletcher  offered  the  following  resolution 
which  was  carried :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  librarians  in  foreign  countries 
be  urgentlv  invited  to  attend  the  library  conference 
to  be  held  at  Chicago  in  1893;  ^^^  *^*o  ^^  ^"" 
tribute  as  largely  as  possible  to  the  library  exhibit 
to  be  there  made. 

Mr.  Fletcher  offered  the  following  :— 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Melvil  Dewey,  W.  S. 
Biscoe,  and  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler,  and  Mrs.  Duon, 
who  attended  the  meeting  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  at 
Nottingham,  be  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  as  duly  accredited  delegates.    Adopted. 

The  President  thanked  the  people  of  Chicago 
for  their  cordial  invitation  to  the  A.  L.  A.  to 
attend  the  World's  Fair  in  1893. 

Adjourned. 
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PUBLISHING    SECTION. 


The  annoal  meeting  of  the  section  was  called  to 
order  at  lo  A.  m.,  October  15,  by  the  President. 
No  formal  report  was  presented  by  the  Executive 
Board,  all  points  of  interest  in  the  year's  work 
appearing  to  be  covered  by  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  read,  and  it  was 
TOted  to  refer  it  to  Mr.  J.  L.  Whitney  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  as  auditor,  and  that  if 
approved  by  him  it  should  be  filed. 


The  President  sUted  that  the  A.  L.  A.  Index  to 
essays,  etc,  was  actually  at  press,  and  ^>ectiDe« 
copies  of  a  provisional  fost  page  were  distributed. 

A  ballot  being  taken  for  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  the  old  board  were  reelected  as  follows: — 

President^  W.  I.  Fletcher. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer^  W.  C.  Lane. 

Executive  B^ard^  The  President,  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Melvil  Dewey,  C.  A.  Cutter,  C.  C. 
Soule. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  LIBRARIANS. 


The  Association  of  State  Librarians  beg  leave  to 
report  that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  not  to 
cadi  a  meeting  this  year  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussion owing  to  the  fact  that  few  of  the  mem- 
bers could  be  present  in  San  Francisco.  How- 
ever, the  Association  wishes  to  report  that  much 
good  has  been  accomplished  since  its  organization 
in  1889.  Many  of  the  States  have  changed  their 
laws  in  accordance  with  the  principles  advocated 
by  us  and  have  increased  their  appropriations  for 
library  purposes.  We  wish  to  call  attention  to 
Chap.  126  of  the  New  Hampshire  laws  for  1891, 
approved  April  11,  189 1.  This  act  passed 
annually  on  the  recommendation  of  our  Associa- 
tion provides  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  New  Hampshire  be  instructed 
to  favor  (i)  free  transportation  through  the  mails 
for  all  matter  between  State  libraries;  (2)  free 
transportation  between  State  libraries  and  foreign 
governments ;  (3)  a  lower  rate  of  postage  on  books ; 
(4)  that  State  libraries  have  the  privilege  of 
importing  books  free  from  custom  duty.  This 
resolution  has  already  secured  the  endorsement  of 
the  New  Hampshire  delegation  in  Congress.  And 
on  the  recommendation  of  Senator  Gallinger  a 
petition  is  being  prepared  for  him  to  present  to 
Congress. 

In  February,  1890,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  out 
to  the  Governor,  and  Superintendent  of  Education 
of  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  to  other  interested 
people,  outlining  the  policy  of  the  Association  and 
requesting  aid  and  cooperation.  Starting  from 
the  proposition  that  a  State  library  should  not 
only  be  a  complete  reference  library  for  all 
branches  of  the  government,  executive,  judicial, 
and  legislative,  and  the  repository  of  all  materials 
for  local  history  and  biography,  it  was  urged  that  it 


should  also  contain  and  furnish  abundant  facilities 
for  using  all  desirable  books  of  information  relating 
to  special  industries  and  pursuits  of  the  State,  or 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  introduction  of  mdustries 
and  pursuits  suited  to  it,  but  hitherto  neglected. 
In  short,  it  should  be  fitted  to  serve  all  interests 
of  the  State  by  infusing  into  their  conduct  the 
highest  intelligence  and  skill.  On  the  following 
points  we  requested  assistance: — 

That  there  be  a  uniformity  in  the  laws  govern- 
ing State  libraries  and  regulating  exchanges  of 
public  documents. 

That  each  State  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  State  library,  by  creating  a  fund,  and 
not  by  annual  or  biennial  appropriations. 

That  the  saUry  of  each  State  librarian  be  made 
proportionate  to  the  salaries  of  other  State  offi- 
cers. And  that  the  terms  of  office  depend  on 
efficiency  solely,  and  not  on  changes  of  administra- 
tion. 

That  each  Stote  provide  for  the  speedy  trans- 
mission, under  the  direction  of  the  State  librarian, 
to  all  State  libraries  and  to  foreign  governments, 
of  all  public  documents  and  State  publications, 
directly  to  the  libraries. 

That  each  Sute  should  provide  by  law— 

That  all  books  published  under  its  authority  be 
properly  indexed  by  a  uniform  topical  alphabet, 
preserving  the  same  heads  of  reference  from  year 
to  year. 

That  the  title  pages  of  all  statutes  and  journals 
of  the  Legislature  show  the  dates  of  convening 
and  final  adjournment  of  the  sessions. 

That  law  reports  give  the  extreme  dates  of  the 
decisions  on  the  title  pages,  and  the  date  of  the 
rendition  of  each  decision  above  the  title  of  each 
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That  each  volume  of  law  reports  contain  a 
table  of  cases,  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and 
via  versa. 

That  the  name  of  the  State,  with  year  and  num- 
ber of  the  Legislature  where  practicable,  be  let- 
tered on  the  back  of  every  volume. 

That  each  State  provide  for  the  proper  cata- 
loguing and  indexing,  under  the  direction  of  the 
State  librarian,  of  all  publications  that  have  been 
or  may  be  issued  by  authority  of  the  State. 

That  each  provide  for  the  preparation  and  pub- 
lication of  a  list  of  the  sessions  of  its  Legislature, 
from  the  first  session  to  date. 

That  each  State  provide  for  the  proper 
exchange  and  disposition  of  duplicate  books. 

Owing  to  the  cooperation  received  from  persons 
not  librarians  and  correspondence  by  individual 
members  of  this  Association,  rather  than  to  any 
offidal  action  perhaps,  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  many  things  have  been  done  in  accordance 
to  our  wishes.  And  while  much  yet  remains  to  be 
accomplished,  we  have  great  reason  to  feel 
encouraged. 

Besides  these  requests  from  the  States  we  asked 
from  the  National  government  the  following :  — 

That  Congress  should  provide  — 

For  free  transportation  by  mail  between  State 
libraries. 

By  international  arrangement,  for  free  transpor- 
tation of  books  and  other  printed  matter  between 
State  libraries  and  departments  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. 

For  a  lower  rate  of  postage  on  books. 

That  the  privilege  now  enjoyed  by  the  Library  of 
Congress,  and  by  societies,  colleges,  and  schools, 
in  the  exemption  of  books  from  import  duty, 
should  be  extended  to  State  libraries. 

Though  these  demands  are  reasonable  and  for 
the  public  good,  we  regret  to  say  that  we  have  as 
yet  met  with  no  response  or  encouragement. 

Books  addressed  to  the  Library  of  Congress  are 
carried  free  through  the  mails,  because  of  the  high 
public  utility  of  this  institution.    For  the  same 


reason  the  official  libraries  of  the  several  States 
should  be  exempted  from  postal  charges  on  mat- 
ter transmitted  between  them,  since  securing  full 
sets  of  the  documents  of  each  State  in  the  libra- 
ries of  other  States  is  a  part  of  a  national  and 
interstate  polity  rather  than  a  mere  local  exi- 
gency. 

Great  difficulty  is  now  experienced  and  great 
expense  incurred  in  trying  to  make  exchanges 
between  State  libraries  and  foreign  governments. 
Whatever  Congress  and  the  Department  of  State 
can  do  to  facilitate  exchanges  and  lessen  expense 
would  benefit  individual  States  and  the  country. 

Reducing  postage  on  books  would  fadlitate 
diffusion  of  good  literature,  and  would  aid  popu- 
lar education  through  the  libraries,  by  removing 
what  the  Librarian  of  Congress  recently  character- 
ized as  "  the  present  unwbe  and  unjust  discrimina- 
tion against  good  books,  which  permits  all  the 
cheap  libraries  of  novels  to  go  by  mail  at  i  cent  a 
pound,  while  all  the  other  books  must  pay  8  cents 
a  pound,  thus  putting  a  government  premium 
upon  trash,  and  taxing  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
eight  times  as  much  as  the  diffusion  of  fiction. " 

Through  an  apparent  oversight.  State  (and  pub- 
lic) libraries  are  not  mentioned  in  the  statutes  as 
entitled  to  import  books  free  of  duty.  The 
rulings  of  the  Treasury  Department  allow  libra- 
ries exemption  from  duties,  but  the  law  should  be 
so  explicit  as  not  to  leave  libraries  dependent  on 
the  rulings  of  the  Treasury  or  the  decisions  of 
Collectors  of  Customs. 

We  greatly  regret  the  absence  of  our  President, 
Melvil  Dewey,  who  has  been  so  faithful  to  our 
cause,  and  who  has  given  it  such  hearty  assistance. 

We  further  report  that  the  officers  of  last  year 
have  been  reelected  and  the  Association  has 
adjourned  to  meet  at  the  next  session  of  the 
A.  L.  A. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  H.  Wallis, 

For  the  Association. 


FROM  NEW  YORK  TO  THE  GOLDEN  GATE. 

BY  D.  V.  R.  JOHNSTON. 


At  7.30  A.  M.,  Oct.  I,  1891,  four  travelers, 
partly  refreshed  by  sleep  under  the  auspices  of 
Jersey  mosquitoes,  stepped  over  from  Taylor's 
Hotel  in  Jersey  City  to  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
station  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  company  of 
faithful  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  bound  for  the 


setting  sun  conference.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
minutes  a  local  train  brought  into  view  the 
smiling  face  of  our  Secretary,  who,  being  used  to 
the  insects  of  the  locality,  had  without  doubt 
enjoyed  a  good  night's  sleep ;  and  soon  the  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  ferries  brought  in  the  rest  of 
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our  party,  and  at  a  minute  or  two  before  8  the 
special  train  was  off  —  one  locomotive,  four  cars, 
about  twenty  officials,  and  nine  tourists.  These 
latter  had  by  the  time  of  starting  all  been  thor- 
oughly waked  up  by  astonishment  at  finding 
their  luggage  by  some  unknown  power  all  present 
and  accounted  for,  and  were  in  fact  in  thorough 
harmony  with  their  environment,  bent  on  having  a 
good  time  of  pleasure  and  profit  and  fearing  not 
the  dangers  of  the  road. 

In  less  than  ten  minutes  from  starting  we  had 
our  first  proof  that  our  fame  had  gone  abroad,  for 
at  Newark  we  were  stopped  by  the  staff  of  the 
public  library  who  gave  us  a  hearty  God-si>€ed 
and  a  bean-bag  outfit.  It  would  be  hard  to  say 
what  were  the  feelings  of  this  party  of  higher 
culture  on  being  presented  with  the  appliances  of 
such  a  simple  and  homely  amusement,  but  it  may 
as  well  be  frankly  confessed  that  culture  and  bean 
bags  got  on  well  together. 

As  the  New  Jersey  State  fair  was  being  held  at 
Trenton,  and  of  course  the  railroads  were  running 
many  extra  trains,  we  lost  time  on  the  way  to 
Philadelphia,  —  that  is,  our  train  lost  time;  we 
personally  did  not,  we  talked  shop  and  were 
happy.  At  ia30  we  rolled  into  the  Broad  Street 
station  and  fomid  there  the  Philadelphia  delega- 
tion, who  having  slept  and  breakfasted  at  home, 
sported  a  superior  air,  and  the  New  England 
contingent,  weighed  down  with  luggage  and  a 
night  in  a  sleeping-car.  However,  it  took  but  a 
moment  for  the  whole  party  to  flutter  round  the 
train  and  alight  each  one  in  his  proper  nest.  The 
signal  dropped,  the  conductor  called  "  all  aboard,'* 
and  with  a  clear  track  before  us  and  with  engine 
running  wide  open,  our  train  started  for  the  West. 
With  nothing  to  stop  for  but  the  southern 
delegation,  which  marched  aboard  with  true 
military  promptness  at  Harrisburg,  we  had  a  free 
run  for  Pittsburg  —  and  such  a  run  I  On  we  rushed 
through  the  glory  of  an  October  day,  the  moun- 
tains in  their  splendid  livery  one  by  one  falling 
behind  us,  along  the  Susquehanna,  up  the  valley 
of  the  Juniata,  over  Blue  Ridge  and  Alleghany,  by 
the  busy  hives  of  mountain  industry,  past  ill-fated 
Johnstown,  and  in  the  dusk  stopped  at  Pittsburg, 
glowing  with  its  thousand  furnaces.  A  few 
minutes  here  to  chat  with  those  who  welcomed  us 
at  the  station,  and  we  were  off  again  through  the 
night. 

The  morning  found  us  on  time  again  rapidly 
nearing  Chicago,  and  at  9.30  we  were  most  heart- 
ily welcomed  by  our  Chicago  friends.  Though  we 
had  but  two  hours  to  spend,  yet,  so  well  were  we 


taken  care  of  that  we  had  the  chance  of  visiting 
the  libraries  and  "doing**  the  business  part  of 
the  town.  Chicago  was  very  hot,  however,  and 
when,  at  11.30,  we  drew  out  into  the  open  country, 
we  found  the  slightly  cooler  air  agreeable.  We 
were  the  less  sorry  to  leave,  moreover,  because 
our  party  now  contained  the  best  of  Chicago's 
citizens,  according  to  our  standards.  We  now 
numbered  forty-one,  and  as  it  was  understood  that 
each  individual  possessed  at  least  one  new  idea 
on  library  matters,  we  all  set  to  work  to  inter- 
change— a  work,  by  the  way,  which  completely 
lasted  out  the  trip. 

So  we  imbibed  information  and  dust  till  even- 
ing, when  we  crossed  the  Mississipi  and  found  a 
cooler  atmosphere.  Then  it  was  discovered  that 
there  were  some  who  would  condescend  to  amuse 
themselves,  even  with  bean  bags,  and  later  it  was 
found,  with  some  difficulty,  that  a  few  confessed 
to  singing.  In  fact  we  then  came  to  the  under- 
standing that  pleasure  and  profit  should  be  mixed 
in  fair  working  proportions. 

That  evening  at  Ottumwa,  la.,  we  found  a 
county  fair  in  "  full  blast  **  within  a  structure  which 
at  first  appeared  to  be  made  of  coal,  and  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  management  we  were  uken  in  to 
spend  what  few  minutes  were  allowed  us  by  the 
schedule  of  our  train. 

About  the  middle  of  the  same  night,  at  Pacific 
Junction,  the  Omaha  delegation  joined  us.  The 
next  aftemopn,  after  a  warm  and  rather  monoto- 
nous but  not  unprofitable  nor  unpleasant  day, 
over  the  Nebraska  and  Colorado  plains,  we  saw 
(many  of  us  for  the  first  time)  the  snow-capped 
peaks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  as  darkness 
was  settling  down  over  the  valley  beautiful  Den- 
ver received  us  in  hospitable  embrace.  We  had 
been  promised  at  last  year's  conference  a  taste  of 
wild  and  woolly  hospitality,  and  we  thought  our- 
selves prepared  for  great  things ;  but  we  were  not 
prepared  for  the  generous,  warm-hearted  recep- 
tion which  we  received.  The  librarians  of  the 
Mercantile  and  Public  Libraries,  with  their  assist- 
ants, and  a  delegation  of  leading  citizens,  wel- 
comed us  at  the  station  and  gave  us  the  freedom 
of  the  city.  As  all  the  clubs  opened  their  doors  to 
us,  most  of  the  men  in  the  party  spent  the  evening 
at  one  or  the  other  of  them,  thus  at  once  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  very  many  representatives 
of  Denver's  culture  and  progress.  Others,  how- 
ever, escorted  such  of  the  ladies  as  were  not  too 
tired  to  the  theater,  and  all  of  us  retired  for  the 
night  quite  convinced  that  Denver  was  all  that 
was  claimed  for  it,  and  more. 
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The  next  day  being  Sunday,  we  were  supposed 
to  be  left  to  ourselves,  but  this  was  not  carried 
out  literally,  as  our  entertainers  were  ever  at  hand 
to  point  out  new  ways  of  enjoying  the  time.  Many 
of  us  attended  divine  services  in  the  Cathedral, 
and  other  places  of  public  worship,  and  all  of  us 
found  more  or  less  time  for  walking  or  riding 
through  the  city  and  its  suburbs. 

Monday  morning,  bright  and  early,  our  hosts 
were  at  hand,  with  carriages  to  show  us  the  city. 
And,  after  that  sunny  autumn  morning  spent  in 
such  surroundings,  and  in  such  good  company,  we 
could  not  but  love  Denver. 

At  noon  we  left  on  a  special  train  placed  at  our 
disposal,  for  Argo  and  the  silver  smelting  works, 
where  we  were  welcomed  by  the  president  of  the 
company,  ex-U.  S.  Senator  N.  P.  Hill.  Under 
his  guidance  we  inspected  these  interesting  works, 
and  left  with  a  great  admiration  for  the  Senator  as 
a  gentleman  and  as  a  scientist,  and  with  at  least 
a  general  knowledge  of  the  art  of  reducing  silver 
ores. 

One  accident,  however,  befell  us  and  marred  the 
pleasure  of  the  day,  for  while  leaping  over  a 
stream  of  molten  slag  one  of  the  Columbia  College 
representatives  fell  and  sprained  her  ankle  so 
badly  that  she  was  deprived  of  many  of  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  trip  thereafter. 

In  the  afternoon,  as  if  to  show  us  all  the  phases 
of  her  nature,  Denver  treated  us  to  a  regulation 
dust  storm,  which  was  followed  by  rain,  which  in 
turn  gave  way  to  snow.  But  we  were  not  daunted. 
We  made  thorough  inspection  of  the  libraries 
while  there  was  yet  day,  and  in  the  evening 
attended  a  most  enjoyable  reception  extended  to  us 
at  the  house  of  the  University  Club.  Late  in  the 
evening  Denver  gave  us  a  hearty  God-speed,  and 
taking  away  two  of  her  librarians  and  two  other 
travelers  who  there  joined  us,  we  went  our  way. 

The  early  morning  found  us  at  romantic  Manitou 
Springs,  we  having  changed  our  schedule  and  run 
through  Colorado  Springs  in  the  night.  The  sun- 
shine, tempering  the  cool  mountain  breeze,  made 
the  day  most  pleasant  for  a  run  in  the  open  air. 
The  morning  was  spent  in  driving  about,  the 
majority  going  to  the  Garden  of  the  Gods,  while 
some  explored  the  caves  and  cafions,  and  a  few 
devotees  of  Ramona  took  the  longer  drive  to  the 
grave  of  Helen  Hunt  Jackson,  on  Cheyenne  Moun- 
tain. No  one  was  disappointed,  and  each  thought 
that  his  party  had  a  little  the  best  of  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
management  of  the  Manitou  and  Pike's  Peak 
Railway,  we  all  had  a  chance  to  make  the  ascent 


of  Pike's  Peak,  which  was  towering  above  us 
covered  with  fresh-fallen  snow.  All  who  were  cer- 
tain of  their  soundness  in  wind  and  limb  were  on 
hand  when  the  train  started.  True,  we  were 
informed  that  there  was  no  certainty  of  our  ever 
reaching  the  top,  and,  for  that  matter,  there  was 
no  certainty  of  our  ever  coming  back ;  but  our 
honored  President  cheered  us  up  as  we  said  good- 
bye by  stating  that  if  the  worst  came  to  the  worst 
all  the  papers  to  be  read  before  the  A.  L.  A.  were 
in  his  keeping,  and  so  the  world  would  not  be  a 
total  loser  if  we  concluded  never  to  come  down 
from  the  mountain  at  all.  But,  with  the  latest 
invention  of  modern  engineering  to  push  us  from 
behind,  and  a  gang  of  stalwart  aliens  to  shovel  the 
drifts  in  front,  we  took  the  chances.  And  we  made 
no  mistake.  Up  and  up  we  went,  through  constantly 
changing  mountain  views,  stopping  now  and  then 
to  be  shoveled  out  of  a  drift,  and  at  last,  just  as 
the  sun  was  dipping  behind  a  range  of  a  thousand 
snowy  mountains,  we  stood  on  the  summit  of  the 
king  of  the  Rockies.  As  we  knew  that  we  must 
expect  most  bitter  cold,  and  had  with  us  no  cloth- 
ing suitable  for  such  a  temperature,  we  wore  the 
blankets  belonging  to  the  Pullman  Palace  Car 
Co.,  and  without  doubt  some  thirty  able-bodied 
citizens  so  wrapped  in  red  blankets  that  the  letters 
P.  P.  C.  were  worn  on  the  small  of  the  back, 
walking  in  solenm  procession  around  the  mountain 
top,  was  a  sight  for  gods  and  men.  Nevertheless 
we  drank  in  the  wonderful  scenery  with  pleasure ; 
we  drank  in  some  coffee  at  the  Summit  House 
with  much  less  pleasure;  and  there  were  some 
who  imperiled  their  constitutions  with  the  sand- 
wiches of  the  country ;  yet  we  all  lived  and  were 
happy.  It  seemed  as  though  we  tarried  but  for  a 
moment,  yet  that  moment  was  worth  traveling 
hundreds  of  miles  for ;  it  was  such  a  perfect  moun- 
tain day.  Having  come  within  an  inch  of  leaving 
behind  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Pike*s  Peak  coffee 
and  sandwiches  one  of  our  most  valued  members, 
we  started  for  the  valley ;  and,  as  the  darkness 
suddenly  fell  on  us,  and  we  were  all  very  hungry 
we  were  glad  to  remember  that  the  hotels  of  the 
land  were  both  numerous  and  excellent.  How- 
ever, we  kept  up  our  spirits  and  sang  songs  until 
we  were  at  Manitou  once  more.  Then,  after  a 
hasty  dinner,  we  made  our  way  over  to  Colorado 
Springs,  where  we  enjoyed  a  most  hearty  recep- 
tion at  the  hands  of  its  cultured  citizens,  in  the 
halls  of  the  rising  young  university.  As  one  of 
our  members,  with  his  Pullman  blanket,  was  rush- 
ing from  the  hotel  at  Manitou  to  catch  the  cars  for 
Colorado  Springs,  he  overheard  a  voice  from  the 
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piazza  calling,  "  Harry,  Mary,  hurry,  there  goes 
the  last  of  them."  Then  in  a  tone  of  great  disap- 
pointment he  added,  ''There,  now,  you  have 
missed  seeing  those  interesting  Ute  Indians.** 

Early  Wednesday  morning  we  started  again, 
and  all  that  day  we  were  in  the  mountains. 
Through  the  Royal  Gorge,  through  the  caflon  of 
the  Arkansas,  by  mountain  peaks  innumerable, 
past  busy  Leadville  to  the  top  of  Tennessee  Pass, 
and  then  we  plunged  over  the  Divide;  then 
through  the  ever-changing  Eagle  Cafion,  with 
scenery  as  grand  as  before,  we  ran  down  the 
mountain  side,  until  evening,  when  we  stopped  at 
Glenwood  Springs.  It  b  with  sorrow  that  we 
have  to  chronicle  that  crossing  the  Divide  was 
too  much  for  our  genial  Secretary.  Some  of  the 
more  profane  say  that  his  lungs,  long  used  to 
New  Jersey  malaria,  could  not  stand  the  pure  air 
of  1 0^000  feet  elevation ;  but  the  more  thoughtful 
said  that  the  pressure  of  work  in  getting  up  the 
trip  had  exhausted  his  strength.  However,  be 
that  as  it  may,  the  fact  remains  that  we  lost  the 
services  of  a  most  competent  officer  for  the  bal- 
ance of  our  trip. 

Having  swum  in  the  wonderful  sulphur  baths 
of  Glenwood  in  the  evening,  and  covered  our- 
selves with  alkali  dust  crossing  the  plains  in  the 
night,  in  the  morning  we  found  ourselves  running 
through  Utah,  through  new  valleys  and  by  differ- 
ent mountains  which  were  quite  as  beautiful  to 
look  upon  as  those  which  we  had  already  seen. 
We  steamed  through  several  thriving  Mormon 
towns,  by  Utah  Lake,  and  through  the  passes, 
and  at  noon  were  at  Salt  Lake  City.  Having 
lunched  at  the  fine  new  hotel,  we  all  took  car- 
riages to  do  the  City  of  the  Saints,  which,  it  must 
be  confessed,  was  not  up  to  our  expectations 
except  as  to  natural  beauty.  We,  however,  saw 
all  the  law  allowed  and  more,  for  some  of  the 
party  on  being  informed  that  no  Gentile  foot  had 
ever  entered  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  Temple 
straightway  entered  therein,  and,  what  is  more, 
climbed  up  to  its  highest  pinnacle. 

A  trip  to  Fort  Douglas  to  see  dress  parade  and 
sunset  on  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  a  visit  to  the 
library  wound  up  the  day. 

That  night,  five  hours  ahead  of  time,  we  were 
off,  hoping  by  an  early  start  to  get  through  the 
snow-sheds  on  the  Sierras  by  night.  But  it  was 
not  so  to  be,  for  at  Ogden  we  received  a  telegram 
from  the  Sacramento  committee  warning  us  by  no 
means  to  reach  there  ahead  of  time,  as  they  had 
their  plans  already  made  for  a  public  reception  in 
our  honor.    However,  we  were  gainers  by  the  early 


start,  as  we  not  only  had  a  good  chance  to  view 
Great  Salt  Lake  and  its  weird,  unnatural  scenery, 
but  also  had  time  enough  on  our  hands  to  run 
very  slowly  over  the  desert  plains  of  Utah  and 
Nevada,  so  slowly,  indeed,  that  we  raised  but  little 
of  that  awful  alkali  dust  which  is  such  a  nuisance 
to  travders.  At  Carlin,  Nevada,  in  the  afternoon 
we  found,  to  our  surprise,  a  library.  It  was  like  a 
voice  crying  in  the  wilderness,  and  with  one  accord 
we  rushed  in  upon  the  librarian,  and  wished  him  all 
manner  of  good  luck.  We  found  that  the  few  inhab- 
itants of  Nevada  were  of  a  most  extraordinary  men- 
tal development  and  worthy  of  many  libraries ;  for  at 
one  of  the  stations  we  overheard  a  citizen  inviting 
a  friend  to  come  and  inspect  our  party,  on  the 
ground  that  ''it  was  the  smartest  lot  of  people 
which  had  ever  been  seen  in  the  State.**  "Are 
they  all  from  Boston  ?  **  asked  the  other.  "  Nop, 
they  are  not,  for  they  don't  all  wear  glasses ;  but 
they  look  almighty  wise  just  the  same." 

The  morning  our  train  was  "  held  up "  in  true 
western  style  by  the  State  Librarian  of  California, 
with  Judge  R.  O.  Cravens,  T.  H.  Wallis,  ex-State 
Librarian;  W.  C.  Fitch,  President  of  the  Sacra- 
mento Library;  and  J.  A.  Woodson,  President  of 
the  Sacramento  Art  Museum,  and  the  librarian  of 
the  Alameda  Public  Library.  This  party  took  the 
train  at  Truckee,  and  as  we  were  conducted  west- 
ward, leaving  behind  us  for  a  day  or  so  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  for  a  raid  on 
the  grasshoppers  of  that  locality,  we  were  their 
captives  body  and  soul.  They  came  not  empty- 
handed,  but  brought  with  them  quail,  salmon,  and 
the  choicest  of  California's  golden  fruits.  With 
laughter,  feasting,  and  good  fellowship  we  were 
carried  on  our  way,  and  being  so  well-conducted 
none  of  the  glorious  scenery  of  the  Sierras  was 
allowed  to  pass  us  unnoticed.  Romantic  Donner's 
Lake  was  pointed  out  and  its  sad  story  rehearsed. 
The  cafions  were  introduced  to  us  one  by  one,  and 
at  Cape  Horn  we  had  a  full  hour  to  revel  in  the 
morning  beauty  of  the  "  heart  of  the  Sierras  "  so 
famed  on  canvas  and  in  print.  But  the  party  did 
not  give  up  its  search  for  solid  information,  and 
from  the  President  on,  all,  with  few  exceptions, 
made  personal  examination  of  that  marvelous 
product  of  the  country,  the  red  bat  of  Tuckalook 
Cafion.  True,  we  had  studied  the  spedes  before, 
but  never  under  circumstances  so  favorable  for 
scientific  investigation.  It  was  unanimously  voted 
that  the  bat  was  a  brick.  As  we  were  whirled 
rapidly  down  the' mountain  side,  only  stopping  for 
fresh  relays  of  fruit  and  flowers,  which  our  captors 
had  provided  at  every  sution,  our  spirits  rose 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TO  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


133 


higher  and  higher  at  the  prospect  of  enjoying  a 
conference  among  people  who  were  as  hospitable 
as  cultured.  At  i.jo  p.  m.  we  drew  up  in  the 
Sacramento  station,  and  were  immediately  taken 
possession  of  by  a  delegation  of  citizens  who 
escorted  us  in  carriages  to  the  Crocker  Art  Gal- 
lery, where  His  Honor,  Mayor  Comstock,  gave  us 
the  freedom  of  the  city.  Bfr.  Woodson  welcomed 
us  to  the  gallery  in  a  very  neat  speech.  After  hav- 
ing admired  the  fine  collection  of  paintings,  which 
are  the  memorial  of  one  of  Sacramento's  best- 
known  citizens.  Judge  Crocker,  the  whole  party 
went  to  the  State  capitoU  where  in  the  halls  of  the 
Stale  Library  we  were  welcomed  by  the  Hon.  E.  G. 
Waite  on  behalf  of  Gov.  Markham,  who  was  absent 
from  the  city.  Our  President  answered  in  one  of 
those  pithy,  witty  speeches  which  have  made  his 
administration  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
and  after  inspecting  the  library  and  the  capitol, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Sute  Library  suff,  we 
were  taken  to  drive  through  the  dty,  carrying 
away  with  us  baskets  of  fruits  and  flowers  and  a 


large  floral  book  made  with  most  exquisite  taste, 
which  afterwards  we  used  to  ornament  our  parlors 
in  San  Frandsca 

At  4.10  P.  M.  we  were  turned  over  to  the  San 
Francisco  committee,  who  had  come  up  to  take 
care  of  us,  ten  librarians,  all  known  to  us  by 
reputation ;  and  turning  our  back  on  the  good  peo- 
ple of  Sacramento  we  started  on  our  final  run  for 
the  Golden  Gate.  We  fonnd  that  although  we 
were  tired  with  much  sight-seeing  and  merrymak- 
ing, in  the  heat  of  a  most  sultry  and  oppressive 
day,  our  San  Francisco  friends  could  still  keep  us 
in  full  enjoyment  of  the  passing  hours,  and  after 
what  seemed  a  short  run  through  the  darkening 
fields  and  along  the  bay  we  rolled  into  the 
Oakland  station  and  our  railroad  trip  was  ended. 
A  short  wait  for  the  ferry,  a  short  ride  in  the  cool 
fog  drawing  in  from  the  sea,  a  twinkling  of  electric 
lights  and  a  jingling  of  bells,  the  wheels  ceased 
churning  the  water,  and  our  journey  was  done. 
Three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-five  miles 
of  thorough  enjoyment  and  solid  profit. 


AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


BY  JKSSII  ALLAN,  LIBRARIAN  OMAHA  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the 
American  Library  Assodation.  by  the  San  Fran- 
ciscans virtually  began  at  5  p.  m.,  Saturday.  Oct. 
10,  when  we  left  Sacramento  accompanied  by  the 
vanguard  of  citizens  of  'Frisco  and  Oakland, 
namely  Messrs.  Cheney,  Cleary,  Dozey,  O'Conor, 
Peterson,  Rowell^  Symmes,  Warren*  Whitaker, 
and  Wilson. 

Arrived  at  the  Palace  Hotel,  which  was  to  be 
our  home  for  a  week,  each  member  realized  that 
for  thirty-six  hours  he  was  a  free  agent,  and 
knowing  the  proverbial  hospitality  of  Califomians, 
and  that  every  hour  of  the  next  six  days  would  be 
fully  occupied  by  the  regular  program,  resolved  to 
make  the  most  of  his  opportunity. 

Newspapers  and  correspondence  demanded  the 
attention  of  many,  but  a  number  of  the  wisemen 
decided  without  hesiution  to  see  Market  street  on 
a  Saturday  night.  This  is  a  feature  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  the  endless  throng  composed  of 
Caucasians,  Negroes,  and  Mongolians,  passing  up 
•  ••two  bits"  side,  then  down  ••three  bits"  side, 
give  an  air  of  cosmopolitanism  not  equalled  in 
any  city  of  the  United  States. 

The  unique  program  designates  Sunday  by  the 
single  word  ••  rest."    If  to  change  is  to  rest,  we 


rested;  but  ••perpetual  motion"  would  more 
happily  describe  our  condition. 

The  different  churches  daimed  most  during  the 
hours  of  morning  service.  Then  to  see  the 
beauties  of  the  dty  seemed  to  be  the  main  object 
of  life.  To  see  San  Francisco,  patronize  the 
street  railways.  No  dty  in  the  world  may  be 
seen  so  quickly  and  so  easily  as  on  this  the  most 
perfect  cable-car  system  in  the  world.  The  rides 
are  full  of  delightful  surprises,  of  superb  views  of 
dty,  mountain,  and  sea.  Califomians  say  that 
the  dty  is  built  on  a  hundred  hills,  and  those  who 
have  fully  experienced  the  ups  and  downs  of  cable 
life  must  agree  that  this  is  not  a  western 
exaggeration. 

Golden  Gate  Park  was  the  destination  of  many 
of  our  people,  and  it  was  hard  to  believe  that  even 
such  indefatigable  perseverance  had  in  so  short  a 
time  transformed  desolate  sand  hilU  into  a  trop- 
ical vision  of  lovliness. 

A  kind  providence  in  the  guise  of  a  Chinese 
funeral  led  a  few  of  us  to  the  Chinese  cemeteries, 
where  in  addition  to  the  peculiar  burial  service  we 
witnessed  the  interesting  ceremonies  incident  to 
the  semi-annual  feast  of  the  dead.  The  celebra- 
tion continues  all  day,  and  we  saw  all  the  steps  in 
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the  service  from  the  arrival  laden  with  meats,  rice, 
liquor,  cigarettes,  etc.,  the  explosion  of  fire- 
crackers, the  burning  of  religious  paper  repre- 
senting money,  prayers,  and  messages  for  the 
departed. 

As  a  grand  finale  we  were  at  1 1  o'clock  treated 
to  the  heaviest  earthquake  shock  that  has  been 
experienced  in  many  years.  As  one  of  our  bright 
Southern  California  hostesses  remarked,  "The 
people  of  San  Francisco  said  they  would  move 
heaven  and  earth  for  you.  As  far  as  the  latter 
is  concerned  they  could  not  have  been  more 
successful." 

At  9.20  A.  M.  Monday,  conducted  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  local  commtttee,  we  started  on  a  trip 
that  had  not  a  single  marring  feature.  Sutro 
Heights  and  the  Cliff  House  were  points  of  desti- 
nation, and  the  mode  of  transit,  a  train,  decorated 
with  flags  and  flowers.  The  ever-changing  pano- 
rama of  this  ride  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff  must  be 
seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 

Arrived  at  Sutro  Heights  we  were  welcomed  by 
Mr.  Sutro,  aud  his  daughter  Dr.  Merritt.  A  stroll 
through  the  grounds  was  followed  by  a  visit  to 
the  Cliff  House;  a  view  of  the  famous  seal 
rocks,  and  a  cursory  inspection  of  the  mammoth 
baths  in  course  of  construction.  Returning  to  the 
residence  of  our  host,  we  were  served  with  an 
elaborate  luncheon,  during  which  Messrs.  Sutro, 
Green,  Poole,  Linderfelt,  and  Cheney  made  some 
brief  and  felicitous  remarks.  Return  to  the  city 
was  made  by  the  Park  and  Ocean  road  in  time  for 
the  opening  session  at  Pioneer  llall. 

Monday  evening,  at  8  o'clock,  the  members  of 
the  Association  were  most  delightfully  received  by 
the  citizens  of  San  Francisco.  Owing  to  illness, 
Mr.  W.  H.  L.  Barnes  was  unable  to  make  the 
opening  address.  Rev.  C.  W.  Wendte,  who  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Cheney,  kindly  filling  his 
place.  In  welcoming  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, he  said  that  he  had  often  wished  to  be 
a  librarian,  just  to  be  free  from  the  cares,  annoy- 
ances, and  exactions  of  an  ordinary  mortal's  life, 
and  to  seek  rest  and  qiiiet  in  the  dim,  still  alcoves 
of  some  great  place  of  books.  Mr.  Wendte 
might  find  the  dimness  and  stillness  in  many  of  our 
cathedral  libraries ;  but  would  soon  acknowledge 
that  rest  is  in  the  vocabulary  of  few  librarians. 

Mr.  Green  responded  in  his  usual  happy  style, 
when  the  official  program  was  closed  by  Mr. 
Cheney,  who  read  an  original  poem  called  "A 
Librarian's  Trials."  It  was  a  decided  hit,  being  a 
humorous  allegory,  not  long,  and  written  from  a 
true  standpoint. 


Conversation  was  resumed  and  continued  for  an 
hour,  during  which  we  learned  by  actual  experi- 
ence the  charming  heartiness  with  which  San 
Francisco  treats  the  strangers  within  her  gates. 

Tuesday  at  9  a.  M.,  under  the  thoughtful  and 
kind  guardianship  of  Messrs.  Whitaker,  Wilson, 
and  Rowell,  we  were  conducted  to  the  steamer 
"Tiburon"  for  a  trip  around  the  bay.  The 
names  Hunter's  Point,  Raccoon  Straits,  Alcatraz, 
Man  and  Angel's  Island,  and  £1  Campo  became 
realities  to  us.  Our  friends  regretted  the  clouds 
and  the  wind,  but  the  scenery  in  these  circum- 
stances was  so  beautiful,  and  the  kindliness  of  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  San  Francisco  and  Oak- 
land so  delightful  that  I  doubt  whether  a  clear 
atmosphere  could  have  made  the  day  more  satis- 
factory. With  the  usual  hospitality,  a  bountiful 
luncheon  was  served  on  the  return  trip. 

Until  I  P.  M.,  Wednesday,  business  meetings 
claimed  our  undivided  attention.  At  this  time  in 
response  to  an  invitation  tendered  by  Senator  and 
Mrs.  Stanford,  the  party  to  the  numbef  of  60 
boarded  a  special  train  for  Palo  Alto.  The  prime 
motive  of  this  excursion  was  a  visit  to  the  Leland 
Stanford,  Jr.  University.  This  beautiful  and  mag- 
nificent institution  was  opened  October  i,  about 
four  and  a  half  years  after  the  laying  of  the  comer- 
stone. 

In  accordance  with  Senator  Stanford's  desire 
to  perpetuate  pioneer  customs,  all  the  buildings 
are  in  the  old  mission  style  of  architecture,  with 
broad,  low  arches,  high,  pitched  roofs,  and  red, 
curved  tiles.  With  the  exception  of  the  last 
named,  California  has  furnished  all  the  materials 
for  construction. 

After  a  general  view  of  the  buildings  and  satis- 
fying the  omnipresent  photograph  fiend,  we  were 
conducted  to  the  chapel,  where  a  brief  address  of 
welcome  was  made  by  President  Jordan,  and 
responded  to  by  the  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

Carriages  then  conveyed  us  to  the  Palo  Alto 
stock  farm,  where  even  the  most  ordinary  horse 
lover  became  wildly  enthusiastic  over  the  beauties 
of  Sunol,  Palo  Alto,  Bellbird,  Ladywell,  and  hun- 
dreds of  lesser  lights  in  the  equine  world.  Per- 
haps it  is  only  fair  to  presume  that  the  wonderful 
breaking  of  records  in  the  following  week  was 
due  to  the  visit  of  the  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  One  of  the  horses  was 
introduced  to  the  party  as  Librarian. 

From  the  Kindergarten  we  were  driven  to  Menlo 
Park,  where  we  were  most  charmingly  and  heart- 
ily received  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanford,  Miss  Upson, 
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and  others.  Two  hours  were  spent  in  conversa- 
tion, in  promenading  through  the  beautiful 
grounds,  and  in  doing  justice  to  the  dainty  colla- 
tion. It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the  train 
left  Menio  Park.  Air,  clear  and  balmy,  an  indigo 
sky,  and  charming  fellowship  added  to  the 
delights  of  a  most  delightful  day. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights,  after  the  ses- 
sions, parties  were  arranged,  each  under  the* guid- 
ance of  an  officer,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
Chinatown,  a  small  part  of  the  city  as  regards 
area,  but  harboring  50,000  Celestials. 

We  were  first  given  a  general  idea  of  the  streets 
or  alleys,  lined  with  small  shops,  where  curious 
groceries  are  sold,  and  still  more  curious  meats 
and  vegetables ;  booths  where  we  saw  confections, 
books,  newspapers,  curios,  and  around,  above, 
and  below  the,  to  us,  cabalistic  red  scrolls,  all  as 
distinctly  Chinese  as  if  we  were  in  the  Flowery 
Kingdom. 

Suddenly  we  were  conducted  through  a  dark 
passage,  down  steep  and  narrow  stairs  to  the 
squalid,  crowded,  ill-smelling,  living  places  of 
these  human  beings ;  to  their  opium  dens,  mere 
closets  having  several  bunks,  in  each  of  which 
lies  a  Chinaman  in  different  stages  of  intoxication; 
to  the  public  kitchen,  to  see  the  blind  woman  and 
the  disgusting  Chinese  idiot  It  was  a  relief  to 
again  reach  the  street  where,  foul  as  the  air  was,  it 
seemed  like  purity  itself  compared  with  that  of 
the  subterranean  haunts. 

The  restaurant  was  a  pleasant  surprise,  with  its 
beautiful  lacquered  chairs  and  tables,  its  dainty 
china,  real  tea,  and  strange  sweetmeats.  From 
here  we  went  to  the  Joss  House,  but  recently 
finished  and  gorgeous  with  its  bronze  and  gilt 
carvings  and  richly  embroidered  hangings. 

Our  last  visit  was  through  long  underground 
passages  to  the  theatre.  This  is  almost  indescrib- 
able. We  were  seated  on  the  stage  which  is 
entirely  without  scenery.  Near  us  was  the  orches- 
tra composed  of  a  gong,  cymbals,  a  violin 
resembling  a  croquet  mallet,  an  embryonic  banjo, 
the  whole  making  a  discordant  din,  which,  added 
to  the  falsetto  voices  of  the  actors,  made  one 
think  of  the  infernal  regions.  A  part  of  the  party 
viewed  the  closely  packed  audience  from  a  window 
at  the  back  of  the  stage,  where  they  looked  over 
the  heads  of  the  actors  who  were  some  ten  feet 
beneath  them.  After  visiting  the  "green  room" 
to  see  the  robes  heavy  with  gold  and  silver 
embroidery,  we  left  the  building,  and  returned  to 
the  American  city  via  Murderer's  Alley  and  the 
the   Chinese    Dupont    street,  having  been  sur- 


feited with  Chinese  men,  women,  and  children, 
shops,  dens,  and,  above  all,  the  all-pervading, 
monopolizing,  come-to-stay  Chinese  odor. 

Thursday  afternoon  Rev.  C.  W.  Wendte,  Dr. 
S.  H.  Melvin,  Dr.  B.  A.  Rabe,  Miss  Coolbrith, 
Messrs.  H.  F.  Peterson,  J.  C.  Rowell,  C.  B.  Mor- 
gan, J.  B.  McChesney,  S.  G.  Hillborn,  J.  A. 
McKinnon,  and  J.  £.  McElrath  met  us  at  the  Palace 
Hotel  to  conduct  us  to  Oakland,  where  elaborate 
preparation  had  been  made  for  our  entertainment. 

The  University  of  California  at  Berkley  was 
first  visited.  President  Kellogg  welcoming  his 
guests,  and  President  Green  returning  thanks. 
An  hour  and  a  half  was  spent  in  enjoying  the 
art  gallery,  library,  and  university  buildings,  when 
much  to  our  regret  we  were  obliged  to  again 
take  wing. 

Returning  to  Oakland,  a  brief  visit  to  the  library 
preceded  a  ride  to  Piedmont  Heights.  At  5.30 
p.  M.  we  entered  the  spacious  and  beautifully- 
appointed  home  of  the  Starr  King  Fraternity,  a 
most  ideal  memorial  of  a  man  who  — 

"  The  truth  half  jesting  half  in  earnest  flung ; 
The  word  of  cheer,  with  recognition  in  it, 
The  note  of  alms,  whose  golden  speech  outrung 
The  golden  gift  within  it." 
• 

After  bemg  pleasantly  received  by  many  cul- 
tured citizens,  we  were  led  to  the  dining-room, 
where  a  ravenous  appetite,  gained  during  the  long 
ride,  was  more  than  satisfied.  The  inner  man 
appeased,  adjournment  was  made  to  the  parlors, 
where  pleasant  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  C. 
W.  Wendte,  Dr.  Melvin,  and  President  Green. 
This  delightful  informal  reception  was  followed 
by  a  business  session,  when  carriages  conveyed  us 
to  the  train  in  time  for  the  9.30  boat  for  San 
Francisco. 

Fxiday  evening  was  devoted  to  a  banquet  at  the 
Palace  Hotel,  the  close  of  a  most  delightful  series 
of  entertainments.  This  final  act  was  planned  by 
Mr.  Horace  Wilson  and  carried  out  to  perfection 
in  every  detail.  The  beautiful  flowers  and  fruits 
arranged  with  artistic  carelessness,  the  banks  of 
palms  and  foliage  plants,  the  brilliantly-lighted 
white-and-gold  room,  the  hidden  orchestra,  all 
conspired  to  make  a  veritable  fairy  land. 

The  unique  menu,  a  fac-simile  of  the  outer  page 
of  the  Library journ(iit  brought  us  to  earth  again, 
and  it  was  nearly  eleven  when  Mr.  F.  J.  Symmes, 
as  toastmaster,  stopped  the  merry  conversation 
with  a  few  well-chosen  remarks.  President  Green 
replied. 

Toasts  were  then  responded  to  by  Dr.  Under- 
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felt,  Dr.  Nolan,  Mr.  Irving  M.  Scott,  Professor      dered  us,  would  require  a  gifted  pen  and  many 


Kellogg,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Bowker. 

The  hour  of  twelve  brought  with  it  a  realising 
sense  that  we  were  to  leave  San  Francisco  early 
in  the  morning. 

To  adequately  describe  the  entertainment  ten- 


pages  of  i\kt  Journal,  In  the  words  of  one  of  the 
best  and  busiest  of  our  colleagues,  "  I  would  not 
have  missed  it  for  anything.  It  was  thoroughly 
enjoyable,  and  will  furnish  food  for  pleasant  rem* 
iniscoices  a  long  time  to  come." 


PUBLIC   RECEPTION   IN  THE  PALACE  HOTEL. 


MONDAY  EVENING,  OCTOBER  12. 


Mr.  J.  Vance  Cheney  called  the  meeting  to 
order  and  introduced  Rev.  Dr.  Wendte  of  Oak- 
land, saying :  — 

The  shadow  is  always  crawling  on  the  bright 
place,  even  in  this  sunny  land.  At  the  last 
moment,  I  learn  that  Gen.  Barnes,  who  was  to 
deliver  the  address  of  welcome,  is  prostrated  by 
illness.  This  is  a  severe  disappointment;  but  it 
must  not  be  thought  that,  on  this  prolific  shore, 
all  hangs  upon  any  one  man.  I  shall  introduce 
presently  one  (his  modesty  forbids  my  mentioning 
his  name  till  the  proper  time)  who  will  convince 
you  instantly  that  many  a  tongue  among  us  is 
tipped  with  the  hallowed  fire.  I  shall  say  but 
enough  to  decently  bid  him  step  forward. 

No  words  of  mine  or  another  are  needed  to 
assure  you  of  your  welcome.  Did  we  not  meet 
you,  at  the  boundary  line  of  our  great  State,  with 
the  true  hospitality  of  the  wild, —  with  the  fish 
from  our  waters  and  the  game  from  our  hills; 
and,  a  little  later,  did  not  our  capital  city  chariot 
you  up  and  down  its  flowery  ways,  its  chief  officer 
heading  the  procession  ?  And  thereafter  did  not 
a  gallant  band  escort  you  with  due  honor  down 
here  into  the  wind  and  fog  ?  Ay,  have  not  the 
very  elements  conspired  with  us  to  give  you  greet- 
ing ?  Last  night  the  rejoicing  of  the  under-gods 
was  such  as  to  shake  these  solid  walls. 

An  American  poet,  years  ago,  styled  our  State 
"  the  leopard  of  the  splendid  hide. "  Our  leopard 
was  wilder  then  than  now ;  we  have  led  her  down 
from  her  haunts  on  the  brown  and  yellow  hills, 
and  it  is  only  too  evident  that  she  can,  on  occa- 
sion, kneel  submissively  in  the  presence  of  beauty 
and  chivalry.  Yes,  our  leopard  begins  to  respect 
the  keeper's  hand;  still  we  have  need  of  you 
tamers  from  the  East  who  have  come  to  give  her 
such  lessons  as  you  may  in  the  course  of  a  short 
week.  We  expect  much  from  the  next  seven 
days ;  indeed,  it  may  be  that  when,  three  or  four 
thousand  years  hence,  some  Flinders  Petrie 
unwraps   the   mouldy  swathings   of    this    once 


glorious  State,  his  eye  will  pause  with  special 
delight  on  this  bright  little  point  of  her  history. 

But,  members  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation, that  you  may  know  just  how  welcome  you 
are,  I  must  introduce  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Wendte  of 
Oakland. 

Dr.  Wendte  welcomed  the  Association  in  a 
fluent  speech,  which  unfortunately  was  not 
reported. 

President  Green  said :  — 

Your  welcome  is  cordial  and  warm ;  its  cor- 
diality and  warmth  are  only  equalled  by  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  gratitude.  I  thank  you  in  the  name 
of  the  members  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  of  all  the  librarians  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  towns,  cities,  and  States  which  they  rep- 
resent. We  come  from  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Massachusetts,  from  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  from  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, from  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  and  from 
other  States  of  the  Union,  including  those  <m  this 
coast,  and  we  come  one  and  all  in  hearty  apprecia- 
tion of  the  warm-hearted  and  generous  hospitality 
of  the  citizens  of  San  Francbco  and  California. 

Among  the  remembrances  of  my  boyhood  are 
the  stirring  accounts  which  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  battles  of  the  Mexican  war.  I 
call  to  mind  the  fact,  as  I  stand  here  tonight,  that 
it  was  a  native  of  Worcester  and,  at  the  time, 
a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  who  at  the  beginning 
of  that  war  gave  the  order  to  the  commander  of 
the  naval  squadron  on  this  coast  to  take  posses- 
sion of  California  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  George  Bancroft, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  Cabinet  of  President 
Polk,  and  historian  of  the  United  States. 

I  carry  the  history  of  this  great  Sute  of  Cali- 
fornia in  my  memory.  As  I  think  of  the  earlier 
incidents  in  its  history  and  remember  the  crises 
through  which  it  has  since  passed,  I  am  filled  with 
renewed  confidence  in  the  conservative  character, 
istics  of  human  nature,  as  shown  in  the  manifesta* 
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tions  of  the  character  of  the  better  portions  of  the 
American  people.  Once  aroused  we  grapple  in  a 
death  struggle  with  the  elements  of  disorder,  and 
the  contest  is  sure  to  end  in  victory  for  what  is 
highest  and  best 

As  I  think  of  what  has  occurred  in  this  State,  I 
am  forcibly  reminded  of  the  great  picture  of  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  called  the  Infant  Hercules.  In 
that  picture  the  limbs  and  stature  of  the  child  are 
those  of  a  babe,  but  they  are  instinct  with  strength. 
The  face,  too,  manifests  a  determined  spirit.  The 
infant  holds  in  either  hand  a  serpent  which  it  is 
crushing. 

The  better  portion  of  the  people  of  this  State 
crushed  out  the  disorder  and  vice  that  existed  here, 
and  in  the  place  of  chaos  and  iniquity  established 
order  and  virtue. 

I  well  remember,  sir,  the  days  of  1849.  ^y 
father  fitted  out  two  men  who  came  here  to  dig 
for  gold.  This  gold  pencil,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  was  given  to  me  in  the  same  year  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  made  a  pet  of  me  in  my  boyhood, 
just  as  he  started  to  come  here  in  a  vessel  which 
went  around  Cape  Horn.  It  is  inscribed  "T.  H. 
S.  to  S.  S.  G.**  I  am  very  sorry  that  Thomas  H. 
Selby  is  not  here  tonight  to  welcome  us,  as  I  am 
sure  he  would  be  were  he  alive.  He  came  here, 
was  successful  as  a  merchant,  and  so  won  your 
confidence  and  esteem  that  you  made  him  Mayor 
of  the  dty. 

In  the  early  days  of  California  we  sent  you  from 
the  East  some  of  the  choicest  of  gifts.  We  sent 
you  large  numbers  of  well-trained  young  men.  I 
need  not  remind  you  that  Thomas  Starr  King, 
whose  public  services  you  have  always  appreciated, 
was  a  gift  from  Massachusetts. 

What-  we  gave  you  in  days  gone  by  you  are 
returning  to  us  today. 

We  never  can  forget  how  gloriously  you  came 
forward  during  the  civil  war  and  poured  your  gold 
into  the  treasury  of  the  nation. 

As  a  distinguished  citixen  here  has  just  estab- 
ished  a  university  in  this  State,  so  another  gentle- 
man, formerly  resident  here,  has  founded  an  insti- 
tution of  the  highest  importance  in  Central 
Massachusetts,  in  the  city  of  Worcester.  I  refer, 
of  course,  to  Jonas  G.  Clark  and  Clark  Uni- 
versity. After  serving  California  and  San  Fran- 
cisco faithfully  as  a  citizen,  in  his  quiet  way,  doing 
what  Starr  King  did  more  publicly  to  keep  this 
State  loyal  to  the  Union,  he  left  here,  and  after 
traveling,  and  living  in  New  York,  went  home  to 
his  native  county  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
and  settled  in  its  chief  town. 


There  he  has  endowed  an  institution  which  has 
been  in  existence  for  two  years  and  which  shows 
vigorous  life,  the  central  idea  of  which  is  to 
afford  a  place  where  the  whole  body  of  instructors 
and  students  shall  be  made  of  men  every  one  of 
whom  is  engaged  in  making  investigations  and 
aiming  to  add  to  the  sum  of  human  knowledge. 

Nobody  is  admitted  to  the  university  who  is 
not  an  enthusiastic  and  advanced  student,  and 
everybody  connected  with  it  is  engaged  in  original 
research.  For  Jonas  G.  Clark  who  is  spending, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country,  a  fortune  the 
foundation  of  which  was  laid  here,  we  thank  you 
most  heartily. 

In  former  days  some  persons,  residents  else- 
where, thought  that  our  country  could  dispense 
with  New  England. 

There  was  a  time,  sir,  when  there  was  much 
talk  about  a  Pacific  republic. 

What,  sir,  could  a  bird  do  without  its  wings? 
How  could  the  mutilated  creature  fly  onwards  and 
upwards  ? 

What  a  country  would  this  be  without  New 
England  and  the  States  on  the  Pacific  coast  t 

New  England  is  bound  to  California  by  bands 
of  iron,  and  these  pass  over  the  breasts  of  our 
sister  States. 

But  they  are  bound  together  and  united  with 
those  sister  States  by  the  still  stronger  bonds  of 
respect  and  affection. 

God  bless  Massachusetts  and  California.  God 
bless  our  whole  country. 

A  LIBRARIAN'S  DREAM. 

BY  JOHN  VANCB  CHBNBY. 

The  catalogue  finished,  I  slipped  away  — 

Farewell,  it's  bo  for  a  holiday! 

I  pitched  my  tent  by  a  mountain  stream, 

And,  lulled  by  the  water,  fell  in  a  dream. 

Slow  rose  a  building,  solemn,  old, 

A  dingy  building,  crammed  and  cold. 

Wherein  sat  toiling,  wan  and  lean, 

A  spectacled  man,  huge  books  between, 

Busier  by  far  than  the  man  of  the  law 

Once  on  a  time  Dan  Chaucer  saw. 

'*  Enough,  enough  I  the  night  b  come, 

I  go,"  he  cried,  "  to  the  wife  at  home." 

He  spoke  and  paused,  gaied  wistfully  round. 

And  spoke  again  —  'twas  a  feeble  sound : 

"  Before  I  go,  look  kindly  down. 

Bless  me,  ye  mighty  in  renown ; 

From  shelf  to  shelf,  you  know  how  true. 

Long  years  have  I  looked  up  to  you." 

I  said  to  myself,  'tis  a  pitiful  sight, 

The  grissled  man  in  the  dismal  light ; 

And  how  came  his  Toioe  so  lu  and  faint  ? 

There's  something  about  him  that  smacks  of  the  saint. 
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While  yet  in  thought  I  softly  spoke, 

Out  of  the  dusk  a  strange  light  broke, 

And,  one  by  one,  from  the  walls  came  down 

Grave  files  of  the  mighty,  the  sons  of  renown. 

I  stood  by  a  pillar,  still  as  a  stone, 

While  every  writer  on  bark  or  bone, 

Every  sage,  it  seemed,  who  had  uttered  word 

That,  spoken  once,  b  forever  heard. 

Philosophers,  prophets,  of  every  clime. 

From  the  hour  of  dawn  on  the  hills  of  time  — 

Came  down,  as  only  the  kingly  can, 

And  clustered  about  the  queer  little  man. 

Kalidasa,  Sftdi,  Xenophon, 

Herodotus,  Hafiz,  Anacreon, 

Homer,  Ferdusi,  ^sop,  and  Bion, 

Every  son  of  man  that  the  world  sets  high  on ; 

Solon  and  Cssar  and  Socrates, 

Confucius,  Buddha,  Sophocles, 

Josephus,  Philo,  Ptolemy  Soter  — 

No  shadow  of  mortal  was  ever  devoter — 

Livy  and  Virgil  and  Tasso  and  Dante, 

And  he  of  the  knight  on  his  good  Rosinante ; 

And  these  were  but  children  compared  with  some  others, 

Startlingly  fllroy,  primitive  brothers, 

Who  roust  have  flourished,  if  Nature  had  *em. 

In  the  reign  of  his  Serpentship  and  Adam. 

Shakespeare  1  saw,  and  Rabelais, 

And  Newton,  and  Milton,  and  Bacon  and  Gray, 

Herschel  and  Hervey,  DeQuincy  and  Lamb, 

All  shapes  of  the  mighty,  all  you  could  cram 

In  a  list  as  long  as  a  Norway  mile  ; 

And  every  soul  of  'em  wearing  a  smile, 

A  smile  of  blessing,  which  golden  ran 

All  over  the  queer  little  spectacled  man. 

Never  before  was  creature  of  dust 

Encircled  by  shapes  so  exceeding  august ; 

Never  was  greater  obeisance  paid 

To  mortal  being,  monarch  or  maid. 

They  bowed  and  they  smiled  and  the  time  went  on ; 

1  looked  —  lo,  every  shape  was  gone  I 

And  in  their  places  there  stormed  a  band 

Of  the  light  peculiar  to  sea  and  land, 

Un-Wordswonhian  wholly,  a  crowd 

Which  rushed  so  fierce  and  howled  so  loud 


I  thought  he  had  come  to  the  end  of  his  span. 

The  little  old  saintly  spectacled  man. 

They  coaxed  and  questioned,  they  queried  and  qutsted. 

Till  the  windows  winked  and  the  pillars  whixxed  : 

O,  heavens,  the  things  they  wanted  to  know 

From  Moses'  tcmib  down  to  dynamo ! 

**  I  should  like  to  make  some  Ozokerite ;  *' 

**  A  cure,  if  you  please,  for  potato-bli^t ;  " 

'*  What  is  the  catch  of  Saskatchewan  River?  *' 

"  What  have  you  got  on  the  spleen  and  liver  ?  " 

*'  The  pedigree  of  the  monkey 'wrendi  — 

Had  I  better  look  in  Darwin  or  Trench  ?  *' 

'*  Is  there  any  new  tridc  for  coloring  batter? 

By  the  way,  do  you  swear  by  Dewey  or  Cutter  ?  *' 

"What  smarty  started  the  question  of  sex  ?  ** 

**  Who  wrote  the  Brando  Multiplex  ?" 

*'  Is  Harrison  after  a  second  term  ?  " 

*'  What  have  you  anent  the  army-worm  ?  " 

"  What  becomes  oi  the  flies  in  winter?  " 

"  Is  there  anything  sure  to  kill  a  printer  ?'' 

"  Where  shall  I  find  a  pithy  quoution 

To  stick  in  a  skit  on  immigration  ?  *' 

'*  Did  Marlowe  write  the  *  Ricketty  Hand  ?*  " 

'*  Can  the  women  vote  in  Ashantee  land?  '* 

"  Say,  what  the  deuce  is  a  deodand  ?  " 

And  so  they  plied  him,  and  after  and  ; 

There  isn't  an  accent  in  any  tongue 

But  over  and  over  'twas  rung  and  rung  — 

Tumultuous,  terrible  interrogation. 

Enough  for  a  Solomon's  ruination. 

I  counted  up  to  a  million  and  stopped ; 

But  what  did  the  worn  saint  do  ?    He  dropped 

In  his  chair,  unflindiing  took  shock  after  shock ; 

Without  so  much  as  a  glance  at  his  clock. 

He  answered  'em,  yea,  by  Peter  and  Paul, 

Serenely  he  answered  'em,  one  and  all. 

His  dinner  at  six,  'twas  now  quite  eleven. 

But  there  he  sat,  as  the  saints  sit  in  Heaven ; 

The  friend,  the  peer,  of  the  shades  on  the  wall. 

There  he  sat  with  an  answer  for  all, 

Sat  wise  and  calm,  tipped  back  in  his  chair. 

This  very  hour  I  should  look  for  him  there 

Were  it  not  that,  up  in  the  hills  by  the  stream, 

I  woke,  and  he  slipped  through  the  doorway  of  dream. 


RECEPTION  AT  OAKLAND. 


Before  the  regular  session,  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
Wendte,  Pastor  of  the  First  Unitarian  Church, 
addressed  the  company  in  the  reception  room. 

It  seems  my  duty  to  act  as  a  substitute  for 
others  who  do  not  put  in  an  appearance.  It  is  a 
pleasant  obligation  to  address  a  few  words  of 
welcome  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Oakland  and 
members  of  the  Starr  King  Fraternity,  and 
especially  for  those  engaged  in  the  noble  course 
of  library  work,  to  tender  you  a  hearty  welcome 
to  our  city  and  our  hospitalities.  I  have  been 
asked  some  questions  about  our  young  city,  and 
if  you  will  pardon  me  for  a  matter  of  advertising, 


I  will  give  you  a  few  facts.  Oakland  is  a  younger 
city  than  San  Francisco;  it  has  perhaps  70,000 
people.  It  is  a  pleasant  city  to  live  in,  a  city  of 
homes,  schools,  and  churches.  We  have  the  larg- 
est Congregational  church  on  this  coast,  whose 
pastor.  Dr.  McGee  is  with  us ;  we  have  the  larg- 
est Presbyterian  church,  the  largest  Methodist, 
and  so  on.  The  seminaries  of  learning,  Berkeley, 
you  visited  this  morning ;  we  have  institutions  of 
learning  for  the  young  men  of  this  coast;  at 
Berkeley  we  have  a  school  under  a  professor 
whom  many  of  you  have  known  in  the  East  in 
past  years.    Some  of  his  teachers  are  here  this 
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evening.  We  have  high  schools,  grammer  schools, 
and  so  on,  which  I  wish  yon  could  haye  seen  more 
of  as  you  traveled  about  today.  We  have  factories 
of  various  kinds,  iron  works,  refining  works,  car 
shops — we  have  a  large  plant  in  this  Western 
city,  and  some  day  this  will  be  the  Brooklyn  of  this 
State.  Oakland  and  San  Francisco  will  correspond 
to  Brooklyn  and  New  York.  We  think  this  is  a 
very  pleasant  place  to  live  in. 

As  to  the  library,  we  have  one  with  us  this 
evening  who  can  speak  on  that  subject,  and  I 
shall  call  upon  him  presently.  Your  presence 
with  us  has  given  us  a  great  impetus.  We  are 
informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  one  or  two 
wealthy  persons  in  our  community  to  found  some 
institution  among  us,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that 
one  of  these  may  be  the  public  library  of  our  city. 

Miss  In  A  D.  Coolbrith,  librarian  of  the 
Public  Library  of  Oakland,  read  a  poem. 

IN  THE  LIBRARY. 

Who  say  these  walls  are  lonely,  these. 

They  may  not  see  the  motley  throng 
That  people  it  as  thick  as  bees 

The  scented  clover-beds  among. 

They  may  not  hear  when  footfalls  cease, 

And  living  voices  for  awhile, 
The  speech,  in  many  tongues  and  keys, 

Adown  each  shadowy  aisle. 

Here  are  the  friends  that  ne*er  betray; 

Companionship  that  never  tires ; 
Here  voices  call  from  voiceless  clay, 

And  ashes  dead  renew  their  fires. 

For  death  can  tonch  the  flesh  alone ; 

Immortal  thought,  from  age  to  age 
Lives  on,  and  here,  in  varied  tone. 

It  speaks  from  many  a  page. 

Here  searching  History  waits, —  the  deeds 

Of  man  and  nations  to  rehearse ; 
Here  dear-eyed  Science  walks  and  reads 

The  secrets  of  the  universe. 

Here  lands  and  seas,  from  pole  to  pole, 

The  traveler  si^eads  before  the  eye ; 
Here  Faith  unfolds  her  mystic  scroll 

The  sool  to  satisfy. 

Here  Homer  chants  heroic  Troy, 

Here  Dante  strikes  the  harp  of  pain, 
Here  Shake^>tare  sounds  the  grief,  the  joy, 

Of  all  of  human  life  the  strain. 

Alone  and  silent  ?    Why,  'tis  rife 
With  form  and  sound !    The  hosts  of  thought 

Are  dwellers  here ;  and  thought  b  life.' 
Without  it  earth  and  man  were  not. 

To  war  and  state-craft  leave  the  bay,— 

A  greater  crown  to  these  belongs: 
The  rulers  of  the  world  are  they 

Who  makt  its  books  and  songs. 


Dr.  Melvin,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library,  said :  — 

It  would  be  manifestly  improper  for  me  to 
detain  you  with  any  extended  remarks,  if  it  had 
been  my  pleasure  to  do  so,  further  than  to  say 
that  we  enjoy  your  visit  very  much,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  trustees  we  extend  to  you  a  cordial  invi- 
tation to  our  city  and  hope  we  shall  see  some  of 
you  again  before  we  leave.  I  did  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  this  afternoon  and  accom- 
panying you,  but  I  am  told  you  saw  part  of  our 
city,  and  I  hope*  you  enjoyed  it.  It  is  quite  a  new 
thing  for  us  to  have  a  visit  from  librarians  —  some- 
thing unique  in  fact.  We  have  had  representa- 
tives here  from  scientific  bodied,  political  and 
non-political  bodies;  so  many  that  conventions 
coming  to  this  coast  excite  but  little  attention. 
But  it  is  different  with  librarians.  We  never 
have  had  a  visit  from  librarians  from  all  parts  of 
the  Union  before,  and  our  people  have  taken 
much  interest  in  your  trip. 

Dr.  Wendte  has  spoken  to  you  of  some  things 
we  have  here ;  it  has  occurred  to  me  I  might  sup- 
plement his  remarks  by  telling  you  of  some  things 
which  we  have  not  here.  For  instance,  we  have 
here  no  blizzards  of  any  sort,  and  very  rarely  any 
lightning ;  no  extremes  of  heat  or  cold.  We  do 
not  happen  to  have  Plymouth  Rock,  but  we  have 
the  Seal  Rocks,  and  we  think  we  have  the  most 
enjoyable  climate  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  I 
hope  you  will  enjoy  it  fully,  and  that  we  may  have 
reason  to  feel  that  some  of  you  will  return  again 
to  remain  permanently.    (Applause). 

Pres.  Green.—  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Wendte,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  and  through  you  the  citizens  of 
Oakland,  for  this  hospitable  reception.  You  have 
spoken  of  the  library  here  as  not  being  so  good  as 
you  desire.  We  certainly  have  found  it  a  very 
cosey  and  attractive  place.  It  is  also  certain  that 
you  only  have  to  become  aware  of  the  value  that  a 
library  can  be  to  the  community,  to  induce  you  to 
make  it  larger  and  to  give  it  the  means  of  doing  a 
great  work  in  the  city. 

But  there  are  only  a  few  minutes  before  we  must 
begin  our  regular  meeting,  so  I  must  say  no  more. 
Then,  too,  the  dinner  was  so  good  and  I  partook  so 
heartily  of  it,  that  really  I  am  too  full  for  utter- 
ance. We  were  very  hungry  and  you  fed  us. 
(Applause.) 

I  could  speak  better  in  a  humorous  than  a  seri- 
ous vein.  It  has  occurred  to  me,  as  I  looked 
around  in  the  hall  above  and  saw  how  many  libra- 
rians there  are  here,  that  if  those  officers  are  such 
a  blessing  as  we  daim  that  they  are,  many  commu- 
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nities  in  the  East  must  be  suffering,  now  that  we 
are  all  here  in  California. 

There  was  a  wit  in  Boston,  who  said  that  if  peo- 
ple were  very  good,  when  they  died  they  would  go 
to  Paris ;  now  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  we  are  considered  worthy  of  reward  when  we  die, 
the  thing  we  should  desire  most,  after  leaving  the 
States  or  cities  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
would  be  to  come  through  the  Golden  Gate  to 


San  Francisco  and  Oakland.  Once  more,  gentle- 
men, I  thank  you  most  heartily  on.  behalf  of  the 
American  Library  Association,  for  the  very  cor- 
dial reception  you  have  given  us  and  for  the  ro3ral 
hospitality  you  have  extended  to  us.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Wendte. —  I  always  thought  librarians 
were  slow  and  not  quick  of  speech,  but  I  have 
listened  to  President  Green  on  several  occasions 
within  the  past  few  days  and  find  I  was  mistaken. 


SPEECHES  AT  THE  BANQUET  AT  THE  PALACE  HOTEL. 


Mr.  Symmes. — Ladies  and  gentlemen  and  mem' 
hers  of  the  Ameriean  Library  Association :  Owing  to 
remarkable  modesty  on  the  part  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Banquet  Committee,  it  has  devolved  upon  me, 
as  an  appointee  under  him,  to  preside  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  I  start  with  this  explanation  of  the 
honor  which  has  devolved  upon  me.  I  thank  you 
for  the  attention  which  you  have  given  up  to  this 
moment  to  the  services  which  have  been  rendered 
by  the  Banquet  Committee,  and  I  trust  that  you 
will  be  equally  attentive  for  the  few  moments 
which  we  expect  to  occupy. 

My  chief  instructions  from  the  Banquet  Com- 
mittee were,  not  to  make  a  long  speech;  and 
certainly  nobody  else  will  make  one  that  will 
bore  anybody  else. 

We  desire  to  extend  to  you,  now  that  your  duties 
are  over,  a  cordial  welcome,  and  we  hope  by  this 
meeting  to  impress  upon  you  the  fact  of  its  cordi- 
ality. 

It  is  related  that  once  upon  a  time,  when  a  cer- 
tain people  were  about  to  elect  a  new  ruler  or  gov- 
ernor, they  agreed  mutually  among  themselves, 
that  he  should  be  their  chief  who  first  of  all,  upon 
a  certain  day,  should  behold  the  rays  of  the  rising 
sun.  Accordingly,  upon  the  morning  of  the  day 
appointed,  they  gathered  with  great  anxiety  and 
earnestness  and  looked  out  upon  the  eastern  skies. 
With  one  exception,  however ;  one  man  turned  his 
back  upon  the  rising  sun  and  looked  west  with 
equal  anxiety.  Whereupon  the  others  laughed  at 
the  idea  that  he  should  look  in  a  western  direc- 
tion for  the  light  which  was  supposed  to  come 
from  the  east.  But  nevertheless,  when  the  sun 
rose  in  his  glory,  he  first  painted  with  his  rays  the 
western  hills,  and  this  man,  of  all  the  company, 
was  the  first  to  behold  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun. 
Now,  when  you  left  your  eastern  homes,  in  the 
centre  of  civilization  and  culture  and  refinement, 
to  come  and  visit  us  in  this  far-away  west,  it 
perhaps  seemed  to  you  equally  absurd  that  yon 


should  find  out  here  anything  which  might  en- 
lighten you.  It  has,  therefore,  been  the  special 
aim  of  the  Library  Committees  here  and  of  the  few 
dtizens  who  have  joined  them  in  their  efforts  to 
entertain  you,  to  enable  you  to  behold  such  a  rise 
of  civil ixation  and  culture  and  refinement  as  we 
have  here  with  us  to  develop. 

We  have  completed  our  attentions,  so  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  give  them,  for  the  reason  that 
your  time  is  now  over  and  you  are  about  to  leave 
us,  and  this  is  the  conclusion  of  the  attentions 
which  we  have  been  able  to  give. 

I  have  it  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Rowell,  that 
the  Right  Honorable  Mr.  Gladstone  once  gave 
this  definition  of  the  word  "  Peputation,"  as  **  a 
multitude,  signifjring  many  but  not  much.**  It  has 
been  held  that  the  American  Library  Assodatkm 
can  be  considered  a  deputation,  not  in  that  light, 
however,  but  as  an  organization  consisting  of 
"  much,  but  not  very  many."    (Applause.) 

On  behalf  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
therefore,  we  shall  ask  your  honored  President, 
Mr.  Green,  to  address  us. 

President  S.  S.  Grbrn.  —  Ladies  and  gentU- 
men:  I  remember  a  story  of  a  good  clergyman 
who,  being  entertained  on  a  certain  occasion,  when 
he  came  to  dinner  found  two  turkeys  on  the  table 
and  two  kinds  of  pies,  and  I  don't  know  how  many 
other  sorts  of  good  things.  When  he  saw  the  boun- 
tiful repast  that  was  spread  before  him,  he  was 
moved  to  exclaim  in  saying  grace,  *'  Oh,  bountif  ol 
Jehovah,  we  thank  Thee  for  all  these  blessings." 
He  was  so  pleased  with  the  fare  that  he  concluded 
to  stay  two  or  three  days  in  the  family  of  his  host. 
The  next  day  for  dinner  there  was  only  one  turkey 
and  one  kind  of  pie.  That  day  his  grace  was,  "  Oh, 
Lord,  teach  ds  to  be  thankful  for  all  thy  favors.*' 
The  next  day  there  was  nothing  but  turkey  hash 
and  no  pie  at  all,  and  he  prayed  piteously,  ^  Oh, 
Lord,  teach  us  to  strive  to  be  thankful."  We 
have  some  fear  that  with  all  the  luxuries  with 
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which  you  have  regaled  us  the  past  week,  you  will 
suffer  when  we  go  away,  but  we  trust  that  as  you 
will  have  the  productive  soil  of  Califomia  le£t 
to  you,  you  will  not  be  forced  to  "strive  to  be 
thankful." 

Two  or  three  months  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  on  the  invitation 
of  Mr.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  in  a  party  led  by 
Senator  Hoar  of  Worcester,  and  made  up  of  offi- 
cers of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  which 
has  its  headquarters  at  Worcester,  and  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  which  has  its 
headquarters  in  Boston.  We  were  taken  to  see 
the  house  in  which  John  Adams,  the  second 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  bom,  and 
the  house  where  John  Quincy  Adams  was  bom. 
We  were  taken  to  the  church,  in  the  basement  of 
which  are  buried  the  remains  of  those  two  Presi- 
dents, and  Mr.  Adams  opened  the  vault  in  which 
they  are  contained,  saying  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  it  had  been  opened  since  the  remains  of 
John  Quincy  Adams  were  placed  there.  Then  we 
sat  down  to  lunch  in  Mr.  Adams'  house  in  Quincy, 
and  afterwards,  having  visited  several  graveyards 
in  Quincy,  were  conducted  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Adams'  father,  the  late  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
who  served  as  our  Minister  to  England  during  the 
Civil  War.  There  we  were  shown  a  building  in 
the  rear  of  the  house  in  which  are  contained  the 
archives  of  the  Adams  family:  the  diary  and 
correspondence  of  John  Adams,  the  diary  and  cor- 
respondence of  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  the  diary 
and  correspondence  of  Charles  Francis  Adams. 
In  that  building,  sir,  we  had  the  history  of  the  east- 
em  portion  of  our  country  and  of  New  England. 

This  afternoon  I  was  taken  to  a  little  building 
in  a  distant  part  of  this  dty  and  shown  a  collec- 
tion which  Mr.  Bancroft  has  made :  the  archives 
of  this  Pacific  Coast.  I  congratulate  you,  sir, 
that  here  on  this  Pacific  Coast  the  archives  of 
this  portion  of  the  republic  are  being  carefully 
preserved,  and  that  under  the  guidance  of  Mr. 
Bancroft  an  epitome  of  them  is  being  presented 
to  the  world  in  printed  form. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Library  Association  that 
they  have  been  received  with  so  much  kindness 
here  in  San  Francisco.  This  is  the  centre  of  men- 
tal activity  in  Califomia,  and  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent the  centre  of  political  activity  in  this  great  com- 
monwealth. Hence  the  pleasure  we  have  felt,  sir, 
because  you  have  been  moved  to  show  us  so  great 
kindness,  and  because  you  felt  us  worthy  of  the 
royal  hospitality  which  we  have  enjoyed. 


There  is  a  little  story  of  the  late  Charles  Dick- 
ens, one  of  the  lesser  known  of  his  stories,  '*  The 
Haunted  Man,"  which  describes  an  institution  in 
the  dining-room  of  which  there  was  a  portrait  un- 
der which  was  the  motto,  **  Lord,  keep  my  memory 
green."  We  have  made,  sir,  in  this  city  and  in 
Califomia,  many  acquaintances  and  some  friends. 
It  is  our  sincere  hope,  this  evening  when  we 
are  parting  from  the  city,  that  our  memory  may 
remain  green  in  your  hearts.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Symmes. — I  think  Mr.  Green  need  not  ex- 
press or  feel  any  anxiety  about  our  going  hungry 
after  he  leaves.  I  think  he  might  well  be  reminded 
of  the  story  of  the  darkey  who  was  questioning  the 
efficacy  of  prayer.  He  said  that  it  depended  a 
great  deal  upon  the  prayer,  and  that  the  efficacy 
of  prayer  depended  largely  upon  a  man's  discrim- 
ination. He  said, "  Now,  if  I  pray  for  a  chicken 
the  Lord  is  not  going  to  bring  me  a  chicken,  but  if 
I  pray  the  Lord  to  send  me  after  a  chicken,  I  gets 
one  every  time."  The  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation have  been  here  and  they  have  gotten  their 
chicken,  such  as  it  is. 

We  recognize  the  fact  that  you  have  today 
placed  at  the  head  of  your  Association  for  the 
coming  year,  and  honored  with  the  highest  honors 
which  you  have  to  give,  Dr.  Linderfelt  of  Mil- 
waukee.    (Applause.) 

Now,  we  are  a  long  way  from  Milwaukee,  and  it 
is  not  as  well  known  here  as,  perhaps,  some  Mil- 
waukee people  think  it  is.  It  is  chiefly  known  out 
here  for  its  supply  of  a  most  excellent  beverage. 
We  will  ask  Mr.  Linderfelt  to  tell  us  where  Mil- 
waukee is. 

Dr.  Linderfelt.  —  Za</fW  and  Gtntlewun^ 
Citizens  of  San  Francisco :  It  is  a  great  pleasure 
to  me  to  stand  here  to-night  as  the  representative 
of  a  municipality  which  your  chairman  has  justly 
designated  as  distant,  and  that  I  have  been  al- 
lowed to  come  out  here,  bringing  with  me  the 
greetings  of  our  fair  city  on  the  shores  of  the  great 
inland  sea,  to  this  other  fair  dty,  behind  whose 
hills  the  sun  sets  at  night,  only  to  rise  again  in  re- 
newed glory  out  of  the  ocean  that  laves  the 
eastern  coast  of  this  our  common  country. 

You,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  intimated  that  you 
need  to  be  told  where  Milwaukee  is,  and  that  it  is 
known  here  chiefly  for  the  beverage  you  take  so 
kindly  to  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  I  infer  that 
the  mention  of  Milwaukee  instantly  conjures  up 
before  the  mental  vision  of  the  Californian  a 
foaming  beer  mug.  Well,  we  do  use  the  hops  and 
the  malt  to  good  advantage,  but  at  the  same  time 
I  wish  to  say  emphatically  that  we  have  other 
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things  and  make  other  things  in  Milwaukee 
besides  beer.  It  is,  in  fact  my  honest  opinion, 
and  in  spite  of  my  friend  across  the  table,  who 
has  just  warned  me  not  to  say  it,  I  will  proclaim 
it  fearlessly,  that  next  to  San  Francisco  there  is 
not  another  place  on  this  continent  equal  to  Mil- 
waukee ;  next  to  California  there  is  not  a  State  in 
the  Union  equal  to  Wisconsin.    (Applause.) 

And  the  mention  of  Wisconsin  brings  to  my 
mind  the  shock  I  received  when,  on  my  arrival, 
one  of  the  gentlemen  here  present,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  one  of  your  foremost  libraries,  coolly  and 
unblushingly  located  Milwaukee  in  the  State  of 
Michigan.  Not  that  I  want  to  disparage  in  any 
way  our  sister  State  across  the  unsalted  *sea,  since 
that  would  immediately  bring  me  into  conflict 
with  my  friend  from  Detroit,  but  I  do  think  Wis- 
consin is  fully  able  to  take  care  of  her  own.  If 
he  had  placed  us  within  the  confines  of  Illinois,  I 
should  have  thought  it  less  strange,  for  we  of  Mil- 
waukee have  long  been  accustomed  to  be  consid- 
ered merely  an  outlying  ward  of  our  grasping 
neighbor  on  the  south  ;  and  it  is  not  entirely  be- 
yond the  range  of  possibility  that  Chicago  may 
yet  "  take  us  in,*'  in  order  to  improve  the  general 
average  of  her  citizens.  Well,  you  all  know  Chi- 
cago, know  what  she  is  and  what  she  aims  to  be, 
and  that  you  don*t  know  Milwaukee  equally  well 
is  due  entirely  to  the  singular  modesty  which  is 
the  most  distinguishing  trait  of  her  inhabitants. 
And  this  modesty  prompts  us  on  all  occasions  to 
concede  the  first  place  to  somebody  else,  a  trait  of 
which  I  have  already  unwittingly  given  you  an  ex- 
ample.   Not  so  with  Chicago. 

I  have  a  friend  in  Chicago  who  has  two  lovely 
little  girls,  eight  and  ten  years  of  age.  They  went 
to  Boston  a  few  years  ago  to  visit  a  relative,  and 
while  there  some  callers  entertained  themselves 
talking  to  these  little  folks  from  the  West,  and 
among  other  things  said,  *'  You  must  see  a  great 
many  things  in  Boston  you  have  not  in  Chicago  ?  ** 
The  girls  opened  their  eyes,  and  the  elder  asked, 
in  astonishment,  "  What?" 

"  You  have  not  the  ocean,  for  instance  I" 

"  Oh,  but  we  have  the  lake ! " 

"  But  that  is  not  as  big  as  the  ocean." 

•'  It  looks  just  as  big." 

'*  But  you  certainly  have  not  any  mountains." 

"  Mountains  I  If  we  wanted  any  we'd  make 
them  I" 

Now,  that  is  the  kind  of  hairpin  a  Chicagoan  is, 
even  while  a  child.  A  Milwaukeean  would  have 
conceded  the  point  at  once. 

And  yet,  while  not  considering  Milwaukee  and 


the  universe  synonymous  terms,  we  are  proud  o£ 
our  city,  proud  of  our  men,  proud  of  our  women  1 
You  should  see  Milwaukee  nestling  among  shady 
bowers  on  her  seven  hills,  overlooking  a  bay  that 
has  been  compared  with  the  celebrated  Bay  of 
Naples  for  beauty ;  her  streets  lined  with  homes  of 
men  and  muses,  her  valleys  teeming  with  industry, 
and  these  industries  more  varied  and  extensive 
than  any  other  dty  of  its  size  in  the'country.  And 
as  for  those  who  make  up  the  dty,  I  dare  say  there 
is  not  one  person  present  in  this  room  who  will 
dispute  that  we  have  the  right  to  be  proud  of  our 
men,  when  I  call  to  your  minds,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, that  the  gentleman  whom  you  have  called  to 
fill  the  Governor's  chair  in  the  great  State  of  Cali- 
fornia until  a  few  years  ago  was  an  honored  citi- 
zen of  the  Cream  City.    (Applause.) 

I  am  told  that  this  banquet  is  somewhat  of  an 
innovation  in  your  beautiful  dty  of  San  Franciscot 
in  so  far  as  ladies  are  not  usually  present  at 
gatherings  of  this  kind.  In  Milwaukee,  on  the 
contrary,  we  would  not  know  how  to  get  along 
without  our  women ;  we  must  have  them  by  our 
side,  to  share  our  joys  as  they  share  our  sorrows. 
And  what  men  can  do  in  Milwaukee,  women  can 
do.  Men  will  have  their  clubs  to  keep  them  busy 
of  an  evening,  and  our  Milwaukee  women  have  a 
flourishing  women's  club,  which  has  been  a  guid- 
ing-star for  similar  institutions  throughout  the 
entire  country.  When  a  home  was  wanted  for 
that  dub,  the  women  started  a  stock  company, 
and  they  put  up  a  building  and  furnished  it  with- 
out invoking  the  aid  of  a  man  in  the  whole  enter- 
prise. They  made  it  one  of  our  notable  edifices, 
which  has  become  the  centre  of  the  literary  and 
intellectual  life  of  the  city;  and  what  is  more,  it 
pays  its  stockholders  handsome  dividends.  Can 
you  match  this  in  California  ? 

I  am  afraid  I  am  going  beyond  the  time  that  I 
ought  to  have,  particularly  as  it  has  been  devoted 
mostly  to  self-glorification ;  and  I  shall  tax  your 
patience  only  a  few  minutes  longer,  while  I  thank 
you  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  San  Francisco,  both 
on  my  own  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  the  whole 
Library  Association,  and  to  assure  you  that  your 
warm  welcome  to,  and  generous  reception  of,  what 
President  Kdlogg  termed  the  "circulating  libra- 
rians," have  made  it  impossible  for  us  ever  to  for- 
get our  trip  to  California. 

I  have  seen  many  cases,  in  my  day,  of  California 
fever,  and  I  have  always  had  a  slight  contempt  for 
the  unfortunates  thus  attacked ;  but  after  seeing 
what  this  country  has  done  for  you  and  what  you 
have  done  for  the  country,  I  begin  myself  to  feel 
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severe  symptoms  of  that  disease.  Its  most  evident 
effect  is  a  desire  to  live  in  California,  but  if  our 
reception  continues  to  the  end  as  it  has  begun,  I 
fear  you  will  have  to  bury  me  in  California.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr.  Symmes.  —  Dr.  Linderfelt  has  alluded  to  the 
remarkable  circumstance  that  we  find  ladies  pres- 
ent at  a  banquet  of  this  kind,  which  fact  I  have 
no  intention  to  ignore,  but  I  was  afraid  that  the 
Presidents  might  feel  that  they  should  be  first 
recognized. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  certainly  never  be- 
fore in  this  building,  and  I  question  if  ever  on 
this  coast,  has  there  been  an  entertainment  of 
this  kind,  graced,  as  this  has  been,  by  so  many  fair 
women. 

It  is  a  favorite  method  of  the  mathematician, 
when  he  wishes  to  discover  the  true  value  of  any 
quantity,  to  map  out  a  theory  and  then  follow  out 
his  conclusions.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you,  my 
friends,  what  a  forlorn  and  desolate  condition  this 
globe  would  be  in  if  it  had  not  been  for  women  ? 
Can  you  imagine  the  condition  of  our  poor  old 
Adam,  wandering  alone  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
companionless,  without  any  woman  to  pluck  his 
apples  for  him,  or  to  throw  the  blame  upon,  when 
he  found  they  were  bitter  and  sour  ?  Think  of 
poor  little  Moses ;  he  might  have  been  floating  up 
and  down  among  the  bulrushes  yet  but  for  the  fair 
woman  who  came  to  his  relief.  And  we  need  not 
go  so  far  back  as  that,  but  look  to  our  own  later 
times.  Think  of  the  long  line  of  American 
Smiths;  where  would  they  be  today  had  it  not 
been  for  that  dear  little  Indian  girl,  Pocahontas  ? 

Without  the  ladies,  what  light  would  be  lost 
throughout  the  libraries  all  over  the  country ;  and 
when  we  realize,  as  well  we  may,  our  dependence 
upon  them,  the  pleasures  and  joys  which  we  have 
with  them,  certainly  we  cannot  overlook  the  honor 
which  they  have  conferred  upon  us  by  their  attend- 
ance here  tonight.  If  I  mistake  not,  Dr.  Nolan, 
of  Philadelphia,  is  a  man  who  has  learned  to  appre- 
ciate the  ladies,  librarians  or  otherwise.  I  call 
upon  Dr.  Nolan. 

Dr.  Nolan. —  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  We  were 
received  at  an  inconveniently  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  by  the  good  Samaritans  from  Sacramento, 
who  came  to  us  at  Truckee,  laden  with  the  fruits 
and  flowers  of  the  soil.  They  brought  us  roses, 
chrysanthemums,  grapes,  pears,  figs,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  salmon  and  quail.  The  latter  was  after- 
wards placed  on  toast.  Since  that  time  until  the 
present  moment,  or  until  a  very  few  moments  ago, 
everything  was  so  gracious,  graceful,  well-consid- 


ered and  well-ordered,  that  not  only  were  those 
men  from  Sacramento,  but  all  the  men  we  have 
met  in  California  were  Sacramento  men,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  they  are  evidently  outward  signs 
of  an  inward  grace. 

But  our  toastmaster  has  made  the  first  break,  in 
calling  upon  me  to  respond  to  the  toast.  I  do  not 
know  how  to  do  it.  In  the  first  place,  our  toast- 
master  has  spoken  some  of  the  best  things  I  was 
going  to  say  and  appropriated  them  to  himself. 
He  has  spoken  of  the  obligations  of  Mrs.  Adam, 
formerly  called  "  Eve,*'  to  Mr.  Adam,  and  of  our 
little  friend  Moses  to  the  daughter  of  Pharoah,  in 
taking  him  out  of  the  water  to  save  him  from  a 
watery  grave,  and  doubtless  other  incidents  would 
have  occurred  to  him,  as  they  might  have  occurred 
to  me,  if  I  had  had  more  time  to  think  about  it. 
(Laughter.) 

In  view  of  the  dreadful  experience  that  I  knew 
I  would  undergo  in  considering  the  proper  lan- 
guage to  use  on  this  occasion,  my  first  intention 
was  to  decline  positively  and  absolutely  to  go  into 
the  room,  when  I  knew  that  I  would  be  called 
upon  to  speak  upon  "The  Women,"  but  in  view  of 
the  wonderful  kindness  and  attention  we  have  ex- 
perienced at  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
San  Francisco  Committee,  and  in  view  of  the  very 
satisfactory  bill  of  fare  that  we  have  been  called 
upon  to  discuss,  I  thought  that  I  would  have  to 
be  guided  by  the  words  of  Luther  at  the  Diet  of 
Worms,  when  he  declared,  *'  I  can  take  no  other 
course." 

Mr.  Jackson  would  be  a  far  better  man  to  call 
upon  to  speak  to  the  toast  of  '*  The  Ladies."  I 
have  never  had  any  experience  in  this  direction ;  I 
am  a  practitioner  —  a  poor  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine ;  I  am  afraid  my  clients  sometimes  find  me  a 
poor  practitioner,  but  not  always.  Nevertheless,  I 
am  not  entirely  without  resources.  When  I  find 
myself  in  a  predicament,  I  can  generally  find  my 
way  out  of  it.  This  occasion  is  not  an  exception 
to  the  rule.  When  called  upon  I  immediately 
looked  about  for  assistance  and  I  went  to  a  lady 
and  entreated  her  to  act  as  special  providence  on 
this  occasion.  She  prepared  something  for  me, 
and  I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  responding  to  the 
toast  of  "  The  Ladies."  (Producing  manuscript.) 
I  will  endeavor  to  deliver  the  lines  with  an  im- 
pressiveness  worthy  of  the  subject : 

"  Under  the  divine  guidance  of  this  charming 
toast,  my  tongue  feels  its  inadequate  ability  to 
express  the  devoted  sentiments  of  an  overflowing 
heart.  Beneath  the  lovely  radiance  of  the  beam- 
ing eyes  and  witching  smiles  which  surround  us 
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tonight,  the  blushes  of  even  California  roses  pale 
in  comparison.  The  sincerity  of  their  counten- 
ances, the  gentleness  of  their  demeanor  and  the 
charm  of  their  society  form  a  triumvirate  stronger 
to  control  the  actions  of  all  true  lights  than  any 
that  cross  the  page  of  history.  He  that  bends 
not  his  will  to  their  persuasive  mandates  and 
bows  not  his  head  in  reverence  to  their  worth,  is 
beyond  the  pale  of  true  manhood.  The  ladies, 
our  comfort  in  times  of  trouble,  our  solace  in  the 
hours  of  pain,  source  of  light  and  joy  forever." 
(Applause.) 

Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  is  the  orthodox 
way  of  doing  it,  and  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded 
that  it  cannot  be  well  improved  upon.  I  would  be 
well  contented  to  leave  it  right  there,  but  under 
the  influence  of  my  emotions  I  intend  to  say  a  few 
words  more.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Toastmaster,  may 
I  go  on  ? 

The  Toastmaster. —  Yes,  four  minutes  more. 

Dr.  Nolan. —  The  ladies  are  responsible  for  a 
great  many  things.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  decoration  of  this  room  must  have  been 
ordered  and  supervised  by  a  lady.  I  do  not  think 
that  a  male  biped  could  have  done  it.  How  far 
the  ladies  have  been  responsible  for  the  cuisine 
and  cookery,  I  do  not  know,  but  we  all  know  that 
among  the  attainments  of  our  American  women, 
the  making  of  pie  b  one  that  has  the  most  far- 
reaching  influence  from  Maine  to  California.  The 
American  pie  is  noted,  not  only  at  home,  but  its 
reputation  has  gone  abroad,  and  the  people  from 
other  countries  come  over  here  to  enjoy  the  protec- 
tion accorded  the  American  industry,  **pie  making.*' 

In  this  connection  I  am  reminded  of  a  story 
which  has  been  heard,  perhaps,  by  some  of  the 
members  of  this  Association,  but  it  will  bear  re- 
peating because  there  are  some  persons  present 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Association,  and, 
therefore,  have  not  heard  this  story.  There  are 
very  few  stories  known  to  any  member  of  the  As- 
sociation which  all  those  on  that  train  across  the 
continent  did  not  hear  during  the  journey  many 
times.  It  is  said  that  an  English  gentleman  who 
journeyed  across  the  ocean  and  arrived  in  Boston, 
thinking  that  when  in  Rome  he  must  do  as  the 
Romans  did,  immediately  decided  that  he  would 
sample  the  great  American  dish,  pie.  So  he  sat 
down  at  the  lunch-table  at  the  Parker  House,  and 
told  the  colored  individual  who  waited  upon  him 
that  he  wanted  pie. 

The  waiter  said :  "  We  have  apple  pie,  cherry 
pie,  peach  pie,  plum  pie,  pumpkin  pie,  lemon  pie, 
and  custard  pie." 


Said  the  Englishman :  "  1*11  take  some  apple  pie, 
cherry  pie,  peach  pie,  plum  pie,  pumpkin  pie,  and 
lemon  pie." 

The  waiter  looked  at  him  and  said :  **  Well, 
what's  the  matter  with  the  custard  pie  ?"  (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Upon  the  train  leaving  Boston  our  English 
friend  met  a  countryman  of  his  to  whom  he  re- 
lated the  story,  and  he  wound  up  by  saying: 
"  And  now,  old  chappie,  what  do  yon  suppose  was 
the  matter  with  the  custard  pie  ?"    (Laughter.) 

We  have  to  be  thankful  to  the  ladies,  among 
other  things,  for  their  presence  across  the  Conti- 
nent. If  the  San  Franciscans,  as  reported,  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  have  the  ladies  pres- 
ent on  such  occasions  as  this,  it  is  their  loss,  and 
I  hope  that  one  of  the  literary  works  with  which 
we  will  be  credited  is  to  teach  them  to  associate 
themselves  with  the  ladies  hereafter. 

"  Oh,  woouD  t  in  our  hoon  of  eue, 
Uncertain,  cojr,  and  hard  to  please. 
Bat  seen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face. 
We  first  endnre,  then  pity,  then  embrace.** 

Mr.  Symmes. — I  do  not  think  I  mistook  my  man. 
Among  the  many  things  of  which  California  has 
cause  to  be  proud  are  the  recent  growth  and  en- 
terprise of  our  city,  in  respect  to  manufactures,  and 
the  building  up  of  enterprises  which  will  make  this 
portion  of  the  globe  independent  of  the  Eastern 
States ;  among  the  citizens  of  this  place  who  are 
here  to  enjoy  your  society  this  evening,  there  is 
one  who  has,  perhaps,  done  more  than  almost 
any  other  man  in  furthering  the  interests  of 
manufacturing,  and  who  knows  and  appreciates 
the  value  of  books,  paintings,  and  works  of  art,  as 
well  as  the  more  practical  details  of  mechanics, 
and  whose  enterprise  and  industry  have  given  to  us 
one  of  the  largest  manufactories  of  this  coast,  one 
which  will  compare  well  with  any  enterprise  of  its 
kind  in  the  East  or  in  any  country.  We  shall  ask 
Mr.  Irving  M.  Scott  of  this  city  to  say  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Scott.  —  Mr.  Chairman  and  our  Visiting 
Guests :  In  rising  to  respond  to  a  toast  here  to- 
night, at  this  library  meeting,  I  want  to  congratu- 
late the  librarians  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
progress  that  they  have  made.  Some  few  years 
ago  I  was  connected  with  the  library  interests  of 
this  city,  and  we  never  had  anything  like  this.  We 
had  our  dinner  in  a  plain  and  simple  manner,  and 
we  passed  down  to  our  library  meeting  and  attend- 
ed to  our  business,  like  old-fashioned  fellows.  If 
there  is  anything  I  congratulate  you  upon,  it  is 
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that  you  have  broken  through  the  solid  lines  of 
business  and  carried  on  your  meetings  under  such 
a  roof  as  this,  surrounded  by  flowers  and  fruits, 
and  the  fairest  product  of  any  land,  the  ladies. 
Neither  do  I  yield  to  our  friend  from  Milwaukee, 
that  the  people  o£  his  city  are  more  gallant  than 
we  are.  While  you  of  Milwaukee  were  building 
houses  in  which  women  had  no  share,  we  were 
taking  into  full  partnership  all  our  wives  and 
endowing  them  with  one-half  of  all  our  accumula- 
tions. California  is  making  no  show  in  buildings, 
but  on  her  laws  she  has  grafted  the  central  truth, 
that  woman  is  the  equal  of  man  and  entitled  to 
the  same  rights  and  to  a  full  share  of  all  that  is 
accumulated  in  their  partnership. 

I  speak  not  only  to  Milwaukee,  but  to  all  the 
cities  that  cluster  around  the  lakes  on  the  north, 
or  the  ocean  on  the  east,  and  I  tell  our  other 
friends  that  Califomians  left  the  land  where  pie  is 
a  luxury;  we  have  better  things  than  turkey  and 
beans  and  pie;  we  have  the  teeming  fruits  and 
flowers  and  all  that  belongs  to  a  land  that  blos- 
soms with  milk  and  honey,  and  we  ask  all  of  you 
pe6ple  from  those  regions  where  pie  is  a  luxury 
and  beans  are  an  absolute  necessity,  to  come  over 
and  spend  the  winter  with  us.    (Applause.) 

Alluding  to  the  labor  question,  in  the  modem 
system  of  economy,  where  the  telegraph  is  an 
instrument  of  every-dayuse,  a  man  telegraphs  to 
save  time.  There  is  no  employment  so  impor- 
tant in  the  economy  of  the  present  civilization  as 
that  of  the  librarian,  for  the  time  has  passed  when 
any  man  can  afford  to  crowd  his  brain  with  dry 
statistics  which  are  better  kept  in  books,  to  which 
we  can  refer  with  greater  assurance  of  accuracy 
than  to  any  man,  however  learned,  however  inde- 
fatigable he  may  be  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge. 
To  the  great  libraries  we  turn  at  the  hour  and  the 
time  when  they  are  needed.  We  have  in  this 
growth  of  the  modem  library  and  its  association 
with  other  indispensable  adjuncts,  the  librarian. 
We  no  longer  turn  over  our  leaves  in  searching 
for  facts,  but  we  ask  for  the  librarian  and  we  tell 
him  what  we  want ;  he  tells  us  to  look  on  shelf  A 
for  volume  B,  page  lo,  and  paragraph  2,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  get  what  we  want.  It  b  absolutely 
indispensable  that  with  the  great  libraries  of  to- 
day, and  the  great  economizing  of  time  and  space, 
and  the  great  crowding  of  great  events  into  a 
small  space,  and  of  the  gradual  shortening  of  the 
diameter  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  methods  of  inter- 
course, that  we  should  have  a  librarian  who  can 
at  once  put  his  finger  upon  the  topic  which  is 
wanted,  and  give  us,  not  only  the  best  book,  but  the 


best  paragraph  at  the  least  possible  expenditure  of 
time  and  trouble.  That  is  what  your  libraries 
have  produced,  a  phenomenal  man.  Why,  the 
librarian  of  that  sacred  library  at  Washington  can 
multiply  eleven  figures  in  his  head,  besides  quoting 
every  paragraph  in  astronomy. 

Now,  the  libraries  which  you  have  been  super- 
vising, the  dissemination  of  this  great  fund  of  infor- 
mation which  you  are  engaged  in  collecting,  are 
becoming  better  understood  and  better  known. 

Mr.  Scott  referred  to  his  experience  in  the  British 
Museum  in  London,  some  years  ago,  and  the  great 
improvements  made  in  British  libraries  since  then, 
mentioning  their  system  of  cataloguing  and  taking 
care  of  the  books.    He  then  said : 

You,  as  librarians  of  the  United  States,  have  a 
duty  which  you  owe  to  your  fellow-citizens  in 
showing  that  intelligence  of  which  the  library  it- 
self is  an  exponent,  by  inducing  the  highest  pos- 
sible circulation,  and  in  giving  the  greatest  amount 
of  information  to  every  mother's  son  who  is  aspir- 
ing for  fame. 

And  believing  that  you  are  competent  to  take 
care  of  this  great  matter,  and  that  these  meet- 
ings are  full  of  interest  and  full  of  learning  and 
progress,  we  of  California  welcome  you  all  from 
all  the  lakes  and  rivers  and  States ;  I  say  pnto 
you,  with  all  respect,  come  over  and  see  us  and 
bring  your  wives  and  your  daughters,  for  we  are 
100,000  women  short  in  this  State.    (Laughter). 

Mr.  Symmes. —  Of  course  you  all  recognize  that 
one  of  the  most  important  requisites  to  the  progress 
and  improvement  of  the  nation  is  popular  instruc- 
tion. Next  to  that  I  think,  perhaps,  you  are  will- 
ing to  admit  that  universities,  colleges,  and  other 
centres  of  information  can,  perhaps,  be  rated.  We 
have  with  us  tonight  the  President  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  California,  an  institution  of  which  we  are 
exceedingly  proud,  an  institution  which  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  valuable  and  important  of  any 
upon  our  coast.  I  ask  you  to  listen  to  a  few  words 
from  President  Martin  Kellogg,  of  the  University 
of  California. 

Pres.  Kellogg.  —  Mr.  Chairman^  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  see  the  faces 
of  the  librarians.  Certainly  the  universities  and 
libraries  and  higher  educational  institutions  are 
all  very  closely  connected;  they  are  all  bound 
up  in  one  bundle  and  look  toward  the  eleva- 
tion of.  the  community.  Here  in  California  we 
are  glad  now  to  feel  that  great  progress  has  been 
made.  I  remember  the  time  when  there  were  not 
many  libraries  in  California.  There  were  a  few 
private  libraries,  like  that  of   Judge  Hoffman, 
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who  lived  in  this  city,  and  those  of  some 
gentlemen  who  hmve  passed  away,  that  were 
noted  for  their  excellence,  but  very  few  libra- 
ries existed  in  this  State,  and  few  institutions  of 
learning.  Their  time  had  not  yet  come.  But  far 
back  in  past  years  there  were  a  few  men  who  looked 
forward  to  the  time  when  universities,  colleges, 
academies,  and  high  schools  should  exist,  and  now 
they  have  won.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
progress,  and  this  year,  1891,  has  witnessed  a  very 
remarkable  event.  The  university  that  existed  is 
not  now  alone ;  another  university  has  been  placed 
alongside  of  ours,  and  we  feel  that  now  it  will  be 
like  Oxford  and  Cambridge  in  England,  or,  if  you 
choose,  like  Harvard  and  Yale  in  New  England. 
These  two,  emulating  each  other  in  all  good 
works,  will  efficiently  forward  the  power  of  educa^ 
tion  more  rapidly  than  either  one  would  have 
done  alone.  We  believe  that  the  time  which 
remains  of  this  century  will  be  productive  of  good 
to  California,  as  well  as  to  other  States. 

The  President,  a  few  years  ago,  began  to  speak 
to  the  young  men  under  his  care,  to  prepare  them 
to  be  messengers  of  truth  in  the  century  to  come. 
And  now  we  are  in  the  ninth  decade  of  the  19th 
century.  Some  of  our  Regents  of  the  University 
have  been  assigned  to  terms  that  reach  far  over 
into  the  next  century  —  sixteen  years  is  their  term 
of  office.    How  near  we  are  to  that  dividing  line  1 

It  seems  to  me  that  when  the  20th  century 
opens,  it  will  not  be  in  quiet,  and  with  no  throb  of 
feeling  from  a  people  who  desire  the  best  things 
for  themselves  and  their  race,  but  that  there  will 
be  a  great  outburst  of  feeling,  a  shout  arising,  as 
it  were,  to  Heaven  that  there  has  never  been  such 
progress  in  all  the  past  here  on  thi^  coast  and 
throughout  the  American  nation.  Is  it  not  so  ? 
I  believe  California  will  not  be  left  behind.  I 
believe  California  will  take  its  part ;  that  it  will 
stand  among  the  foremost  States  then. 

How  old  is  the  Library  Association,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident ? 

Pres.  Grben.— Fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Kbllogo. — You  will  not  come  to  San 
Francisco  again  very  soon.  There  are  so  many 
other  places,  so  many  places  like  Milwaukee,  that 
think  themselves  the  center  of  the  Union,  the  Li- 
brary Association  will  have  to  go  to  them,  to  many 
cities,  and  see  many  men,  like  Ulysses  of  old,  be- 
fore it  comes  again  to  San  Francisco.  But  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  when  it  does  come  again,  it  will  see  a 
far  different  state  of  things.  If  you  had  come  in 
1849,  or  th^  yc^r  immediately  succeeding,  you 
would  have  seen  little  to  remind  you  of  the  educa- 


tional feeling  known  in  the  Eastern  States ;  you 
would  have  seen  little  of  those  things  here,  bat 
when  you  come  again  to  San  Francisco  I  trust 
you  will  find  California  in  the  front  rank  of  States. 
There  is  a  spirit  here  that  has  received  an 
impulse  within  the  last  few  years,  an  evolution, 
a  force  patiently  at  work  underneath  the  con- 
suming forces  prevalent  within  the  State,  and 
this  has  been  powerful  for  good  and  now  is 
beginning  to  tell.  And  more  and  more,  as  the 
years  pass,  there  will  be  seen  here  in  California 
progress  in  all  that  has  to  do  with  the  welfare  of 
man. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  horse  races  that  are  at- 
tended from  day  to  day  are  the  best  things  in 
California ;  I  do  not  believe  that  the  speculation 
upon  our  streets  is  the  best  thing  to  be  seen  here. 
I  do  believe  that  while  these  things  last  there  will 
be  also  in  the  community  things  which  are  better 
and  which  appertain  to  the  immortal  mind  of  man ; 
that  these  things  are  the  things  which  are  to  pre- 
vail in  California.  While  some  of  us  will  not  be  here 
when  we  next  meet,  some  will  be  here.  Any  man 
and  any  woman  who  gives  his  presence  then — ask 
him  if  there  has  not  been  progress  here  on  this 
western  coast,  if  there  has  not  been  development 
We  must  do  more  and  more  for  the  enlightenment 
of  the  States  along  this  coast,  for  the  enlighten- 
ment of  the  shores  beyond  the  seas,  of  the  na- 
tions with  which  our  commerce  brings  us  in  con- 
tact, with  the  nations  with  which  our  internal 
commerce  brings  us  into  intercourse  even  to 
the  Atlantic  shore.  I  firmly  trust  that  will  be 
the  case.  I  believe  in  the  future  of  California.  I 
do  not  believe  in  egotism  or  boasting  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  California.  I  believe  this  is  to  be 
one  of  the  great  empire  States  of  the  Union,  and  I 
am  thankful  that  we  see  our  friends  here  tonight. 
I  wish  I  could  go  with  them  to  see  some  of  the 
libraries  they  have  built  up  in  old  New  England, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  the  rest  of 
the  States.  I  know  they  are  doing  a  great  work 
for  our  nation.  I  bid  them  God  speed  in  the 
efforts  that  they  make.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Symmes.— We  realize  that  you  have  to  make 
an  early  start  in  the  morning,  and,  while  we  feel 
that  we  have  many  other  good  men  among  us 
whom  we  should  like  to  call  upon  to  say  a  few 
words  to  you  in  the  interest  of  California,  such  as 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  and  an  ex-Mayor,  the  mem- 
ber of  Congress  and  the  new  judge,  and  that  we 
have  not  begun  to  display  our  talent  yet,  I  remem- 
ber that  it  was  a  part  of  the  contract  that  I  should 
not  bore  you  nor  let  any  one  else  do  so.    Therefore 
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we  shall  close  our  entertainment  by  simply  asking 
you  to  wait  for  one  more  speaker.  We  think  it 
would  be  well  to  turn  upon  us  the  electric  light 
of  one  of  your  editors  and  publishers,  one  who,  if 
he  is  like  all  the  editors  we  know,  will  speak  the 
truth  and  perhaps  shame  the  devil.  He  will  not 
be  afraid  to  say  anything  he  likes  and  we  promise 
to  put  up  with  it.  We  will  ask  Mr.  R.  R.  Bowker 
to  tell  us  what  he  thinks  of  us. 

Mr.  Bowker.  —  Mr,  President^  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen of  San  Francisco :  When  midnight  is  near 
and  the  roses  of  the  banquet  begin  to  fade,  al- 
though I  am  told  that  the  roses  of  California  never 
fade,  he  speaks  best  who  speaks  least,  and  I  am 
rather  disposed  to  quote  Mr.  Hale  and  say  that,  on 
the  whole,  there  has  been  so  much  said  and  so 
well  said,  that  I  will  not  further  occupy  the  time. 
But  I  have  been  asked  to  say  good-bye,  and  to  say 
a  word  as  to  what  we  have  seen  and  as  to  what  we 
of  the  Library  Association  think  of  California  and 
our  California  hosts.  I  cannot,  after  the  numer- 
ous scriptural  allusions  of  the  evening  to  Adam, 
to  Moses,  and  to  quail,  which  we  did  not  expect  to 
hear  in  this  biblical  land,  suggest  the  striking  out, 
between  sacred  and  profane  history,  of  much 
which  we  have  had  an  object  lesson  of  at  your 
hands. 

The  ancient  Israelites  passed  forty  years  getting 
through  a  very  small  piece  of  desert,  and  when 
they  reached  the  promised  land  and  the  mountain- 
tops  which  overlooked  it,  they  had  to  send  out  spies 
to  bring  back  to  them  the  grapes  of  Israel.  We 
passed  through  what  used  to  be  the  Great  Ameri- 
can Desert,  that  is  now  marked  only  by  a  spot  on 
the  map,  in  a  few  hours,  and  instead  of  sending 
out  spies  we  found  the  inhabitants  of  the  promised 
land  coming  to  us  with  grapes  to  which  the  grapes 
of  Israel  could  not  have  been  a  circumstance. 
And  when  from  that  splendid  height  of  Cape 
Horn  we  looked  down  upon  the  land  of  promise, 
we  were  sure  that  no  people  before  the  Americans 
had  looked  upon  such  a  landscape  for  their 
promised  land.  And  when  descending  to  the 
plains  we  reached  the  land  of  promise,  we  found 
it  already  a  land  of  fulfillment.  A  generation  ago 
you  found  your  gold  below  the  surface ;  now  you 
are  finding  your  golden  harvests  on  the  richest 
soil  that  has  been  given  to  man,  and  you  are  look- 
ing forward  to  that  greater  harvest  which  grows 
six  feet  above  ground,  the  harvest  of  brain. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure,  not  a  surprise,  but 
a  great  and  growing  pleasure  to  see  how  much 
attention  California  has  given  to  the  intellectual 
development  of  your  State  and  to  the  country.    It 


is  the  librarian's  honor  and  pleasure  to  serve  in 
the  development  of  that  harvest.  It  is  the  libra- 
rian's aim,  and  particularly  of  those  librarians 
gathered  in  this  American  Library  Association,  to 
be  the  great  saving  instrument  and  to  amplify  a 
frequent  motto  of  our  Association.  The  American 
Library  Association  works  *'to  give  the  best 
views  to  the  greatest  number  of  people  at  the 
least  cost,  with  the  least  trouble  and  in  the  short- 
est time." 

We  are  glad  to  find  here  in  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  a  staff  of  librarians  whose  equals  we 
have  scarcely  found  in  any  dty  which  we  have 
reached ;  and  I  say  that  in  all  sincerity  and  with 
no  tinge  of  insincere  flattery.  If  the  visit  uf  this 
Association  helps  you  to  appreciate  more  fully 
the  men  you  have  about  you,  to  assist  them  more 
heartily  in  their  work  of  helping  to  develop  brain, 
we  shall  be  glad  we  have  come. 

We  hope  that  another  result  of  our  visit  will 
be  the  formation  of  a  library  association  in  this 
State,  that  will  make  you  all  feel  how  useful  an 
association  is  in  this  work  of  development. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to,  perhaps,^the  most 
interesting  fact  about  this  Association,  in  con- 
nection with  other  national  associations  of  its 
kind;  that  these  journeys  from  one  city  to  another 
are  knitting  together  with  golden  threads,  giving 
to  it  a  closeness  of  texture,  making  it  a  cloth  of 
gold,  such  as  no  other  nation  has  been.  It  is 
time,  sir,  to  say  good-bye.  I  cannot  tell  you  what 
we  think  of  California,  because  it  will  take  to- 
day, tomorrow,  and  the  day  after,  and  all  the 
time  until  we  leave.  We  say  good-bye  in  the  old 
English  sense,  and  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that, 
though  to  some  of  us  California  seemed  a  long  way 
off,  California  will  ever  be  very  near  to  us,  and  as 
we  leave  this  land  of  gold,  with  its  magnificent 
approach  at  the  Golden  Gate,  our  memories  of  it 
will  be,  to  the  end  of  our  days,  golden  memories. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Symmes. —  As  the  hour  of  midnight  ap- 
proaches, it  seems  wise  that  we  should  close  our 
proceedings  at  this  time;  we  will  therefore  now 
adjourn. 

The  guests  present  were : 

ORNTLBMEN. 

Badlam,  Alexander.         Layman,  Jos.  D. 
Baker,  L.  L.  Linderfelt,  K.  A. 

Barnes,  Gen.  W.  H.  L.    Morgan.C.  B. 
Bauer,  Emil.  Morrow,  Judge  W.  W. 

Bean,  John  D.  McChesney,  J.  B. 
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Beckwith,  Daniel. 

McNulty,  Bert. 

THK 

PRKSS. 

Bigelow,  S.  C. 

McWilliams,  J.  P. 

Argonaut. 

Report, 

Bowker,  R.  R. 

McKinnon,  J.  M. 

Examiner. 

Wave. 

Boyd,  C.  M. 

Nolan.  Dr.  E.  J. 

Post. 

Chronicle. 

Brady,  Henry  J. 

O'Connor,  Prof.  Hos. 

Call. 

Cheney,  John  Vance. 

Perkins,  Dana. 

LADIES. 

Clark,  George  T. 

Peterson.  H.  F. 

Ahem,  Miss  M.  E. 

Kirkland,  Miss  C.  S. 

Cleary,  A. 

Pond,  E.  B. 

Allan,  Miss  Jessie. 

Kumli,  Miss  Hertha. 

Cloudesley,  W.  F. 

Richardson,  Dr.  G.  M. 

Badlam,  Miss. 

Linderfelt,  Mrs.  K.  A. 

Cooke,  H.  H. 

Root,  A.  S. 

Baker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 

Lippett,  Miss  Julia. 

Coues,  Prof.  Elliott. 

Rowell,  J.  C. 

Barr,  Miss  Belle. 

Macy,  Miss  L.  F. 

Catter,  Charles  A. 

Rudolph,  A.  J 

Bauer,  Mrs.  Emil. 

Marble.  Mrs.  E.  C. 

Cutting,  Gen.  John  T. 

Sanderson,  Mayor. 

Bean,  Miss  M.  A. 

Metcalf,  Miss  Anna. 

Dana,  John  C. 

Scott,  A.  W. 

Bigelow,  Mrs.  S.  C. 

Morrow,  Mrs.  W.  W. 

Davis,  Chas.  H. 

Scott,  Irving  M. 

Boyd.  Mrs.  C.  M. 

O'Brien,  Miss. 

Day,  Clinton. 

Scudder,  S.  H. 

Beaver,  Miss  Kate. 

Plummer.  Miss  M.  W. 

Doxey.  William. 

Shaw,  Geo.  T. 

Cheney,  Mrs.  J.  V. 

Pond,  Mrs.  E.  B. 

Dudley,  C.  R. 

Soule,  Prof.  F. 

Cole,  Miss. 

Prescott,  Miss  H.  B. 

Easton,  Wendell. 

Starbird,  A.  W. 

Coolbrith,  Miss  Ina  D. 

Rust,  Mrs.  M.  C. 

Ewing,  Robert. 

Stechert,  G.  E. 

Coues,  Mrs.  E. 

Rowell,  Mrs.  J.  C. 

Fletcher,  W.  I. 

Sutro,  Adolph. 

Crooks,  Miss  Alice. 

Rudolph,  Mrs.  A.  J. 

Gale,  Prof. 

Symmes,  F.  J. 

Cutler,  Miss  L.  S. 

Scott.  Mrs.  A.  W. 

Gilmore,  L.  B. 

Tanszky,  E. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Charles  H. 

Scott,  Mrs.  Irving  M. 

Goodwin,  William. 

Terrill,  C.  C. 

Dexter,  Miss  Lydia  A. 

Shaw.  Mrs.  Geo.  T. 

Green,  S.  S. 

Todd,  Prof. 

Easton,  Mrs.  Wendell. 

Sherman.  Miss  D.  K. 

Greenblatt,  Moses. 

Utlcy,  H.  M. 

Ewing,  Mrs.  Rob't. 

Smith,  Mrs.  G.  R. 

Halladic,  A.  S. 

Wetherbee,  L.  B. 

Gilmore,  Miss  L.  S. 

Soule.  Mrs.  F. 

Harkness,  H.  W. 

Whelpley.  A.  W. 

Halladie,  Mrs.  A.  S. 

Taft,  Miss  E.  A. 

Hild,  F.  H. 

Whitaker,  A.  E. 

Hancock,  Miss  C.  G. 

Terrill,  Mrs.  C.  C. 

Jellison,  A.  M. 

Wilson,  H.  L. 

Harbaugh,  Miss  May  C 

.  Van  Zandt,  Miss  M. 

Jenks,  Rev.  H.  F. 

Wilson,  Horace. 

Harris,  Miss  Emma  G. 

Wade.  Miss  E.  J. 

Johnson,  A.  J. 

Wire,  George  E. 

Hasse,  Miss. 

Whelpley.  Mrs.  A.  W. 

Johnston,  D.  V.  R. 

Woodruff,  E.  H. 

Hewins,  Miss  C.  M. 

Whitaker,  Mrs.  A.  E. 

Kellogg,  George  H. 

Wallis,  G.  H. 

Hitchcock,  Miss  A.  G. 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Horace. 

Kellogg,  Prof.  M. 

Jellison.  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Kelso,  Miss  Teresa. 

Younkin,  Miss  Lulu. 

FROM    SAN   FRANCISCO  TO  CHICAGO. 


BY  MISS  M..  B.  AHERN. 


It  was  a  party  somewhat  worn  out  bodily,  but 
still  fresh  in  enthusiasm,  that  left  San  Francisco  at 
9.30  A.  M.,  Saturday,  Oct.  17,  on  its  way  to  view 
the  wonders  that  lie  between  that  city  and  Mon- 
terey. For  about  two  hours  every  one  tried  to 
prove  to  his  neighbor  that  he  had  brought  away 
the  largest  amount  of  enjoyment  that  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  crowded  into  the  previous  week. 
The  route  lay  through  a  broken  but  very  pictur- 
esque part  of  the  country,  with  many  points  of 
interest  about  which  the  party  were  informed 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.   Whitaker  of  the 


Mercantile  Library,  and  Gen.  Wilson  of  the  Me- 
chanic's Institute,  who  accompanied  the  librarians, 
and  laid  them  under  a  lasting  obligation  for  their 
unceasing  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  A.  L.  A.  At  noon  the  party 
reached  the  Big  Trees,  where  they  were  met 
by  a  delegation  of  citizens  from  Santa  Cruz. 
An  appetizing  lunch  was  spread  under  the  shade 
of  the  forest  giants,  and  the  most  hearty  apprecia- 
tion of  the  genial  hospitality  of  the  good  people 
of  Santa  Cruz  was  very  manifest.  Very  happy 
after-speeches  were  made  by  the  Mayor  and  other 
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citizens  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  were  responded  to 
in  like  manner  by  Pres.  Green,  Mr.  Linderf elt,  and 
others.  A  stroll  through  this  grove  made  one  feel 
the  aptness  of  the  lines  which  declare  "  The  groves 
were  God's  first  temples,"  as  the  majesty  and 
power  of  these  mighty  forest  giants  filled  the  soul 
with  wonder  and  admiration.  With  the  usual  bad 
taste,  names  of  distinguished  people  have  been 
given  to  various  trees,  so  that  visits  were  made  to 
Gen.  Sherman,  Gen.  Grant,  Jumbo,  and  to  Gen. 
Fremont's  Camp,  which  latter  is  entirely  lined 
with  cards  bearing  the  names  of  those  who  have 
been  there.  A  beautiful  stream  flows  through  this 
forest.  I  will  not  chronicle  the  pleasures  and 
mishaps  of  the  young  ladies  who  enjoyed  its  pel- 
lucid waters. 

After  we  had  been  subjected  to  the  magic 
power  of  the  camera,  the  journey  was  resumed, 
and  Santa  Cruz  was  soon  reached.  Two  of  the 
party  had  tramped  the  six  miles  from  Big  Trees 
through  a  romantic  cafion.  The  short  time 
between  trains  was  occupied  in  a  visit  to  the 
public  library  under  the  guidance  of  Miss  Water- 
man, the  efficient  librarian.  Santa  Cruz  contains 
7,000  people  and  the  library  8,000  books.  While 
waiting  for  the  train  the  hospitality  of  the  Hotel 
on  the  Beach  was  extended  to  the  librarians,  and  a 
choice  collection  of  beautiful  flowers  was  placed 
at  their  disposal.  A  heavy  fog  came  up  which 
proved  nearly  disastrous  to  many  who  were  gath- 
ering up  the  shells  from  the  seashore,  for 
*'Maud*'  came  near  being  lost.  The  party 
reached  Monterey  about  7  P.  ic.  After  dinner 
little  parties  of  twos  or  fours  started  out  to  enjoy 
the  moonlight  and  the  beautiful  grounds.  The 
fog  still  was  very  heavy,  and  so  no  one  knows  who 
it  was  that  was  lost  in  the  Blaze,  or  who  it  was 
that  looked  out  for  Aunt  Lu,  but  certain  it  is  that 
much  unwritten  history  happened  under  cover  of 
that  fog.  All  that  art  can  do,  combined  with  the 
most  profuse  luxuriance  of  nature,  makes  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Hotel  del  Monte,  the  choice 
garden  spot  of  the  Pacific  coast.  We  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  grounds,  the  views,  the  beach,  and  the 
Long  Drive.  Visits  were  made  on  Sunday  to  the 
old  missions  founded  in  1770  by  Father  Junipero 
Serra,  which  by  the  liberality  of  Mrs.  Leland 
Stanford  are  in  good  repair. 

Early'^Monday  morning  the  return  to  San  Fran- 
cisco was  made,  and  the  day  was  spent  in  viewing 
^nany  places  of  interest,  which,  in  the  press  of  busi- 
ness and  pleasures  of  the  week  before,  had  not  been 
visited.  Some  of  the  party,  however,  stayed  in 
Monterey  to  take  the  "long  drive  "of  seventeen 


miles  along  the  shore,  one  of  them  taking  it  for  the 
second  time  with  even  increased  pleasure.  With 
many  pleasant  and  lasting  memories  of  San  Fran- 
cisco the  party  took  up  its  former  quarters  in 
"  Scotland  "  and  "  Belgium,"  and  at  laoo  p.  if., 
amid  hearty  good-byes  and  good  wishes  on  both 
sides,  left  for  the  tour  through  Southern  Cali- 
fornia. All  Tuesday  the  road  lay  through  the 
various  kinds  of  Califomian  country.  Now  the 
land  was  fruitful,  covered  with  vines  and  fig  trees ; 
again,  we  were  climbing  the  mountains  going  round 
the  Loop  and  through  the  mountain  tunnels  and  over 
the  wastes  of  the  Mojave  Desert.  About  the  mid- 
dle of  the  afternoon  a  bare,  bleak  mountain  was 
pointed  out,  on  the  summit  of  which  rose  a  white 
cross,  and  a  librarian  from  the  region  thereabouts 
is  authority  for  the  statement  that  it  was  the  grave 
of  Ramona,  who,  according  to  another  account,  is 
still  alive.  This  is  the  region  from  which  H.  H. 
took  the  scenes  and  people  described  so  graphic- 
ally in  her  tale  of  wrongs  done  the  Indian. 

Tuesday  evening  Santa  Barbara  was  reached, 
and  a  stay  of  twenty-four  hours  made  in  one  of  the 
most  interesting  places  of  California.  Santa 
Barbara  lies  on  a  narrow  strip  of  land  facing  the 
sea,  and  some  beautiful  islands  on  the  south,  a 
picturesque  mountain  range,  about  5,000  feet  high, 
lying  some  two  miles  back  to  the  north.  The 
most  beautiful  sunset  that  was  seen  was  that 
watched  from  the  beach  at  Santa  Barbara.  The 
climate  is  equable  and  drowsy ;  rest  seems  to  fill 
the  air.  The  citizens  displayed  a  rather  peculiar 
hospitality  in  furnishing  carriages,  by  means  of 
which  the  day  was  pleasantly  spent,  but  denying 
to  the  librarians  the  pleasure  of  their  company. 
The  public  library,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Rust,  the  old 
mission,  the  mammoth  grapevine,  the  cliffs,  from 
which  there  were  magnificent  views,  and  the  Hard 
Road  were  visited  during  the  day.  When  the 
shades  of  Wednesday  fell,  the  party,  unlike  the 
Arab,  departed  with  song  and  noisy  laughter,  and 
was  seen  no  more  until  it  rested  by  the  sea  wave 
of  Santa  Monica  in  the  early  mom  of  the  next 
day.  A  stay  here  of  several  hours  was  employed 
by  some  in  gazing  into  the  calm  eye  of  the  festive 
ostrich,  which  is  "  farmed  "  here,  and  by  others  in 
the  sportive  display  of  anatomy  among  the  foamy 
billows.  At  II  o'clock  the  train  pulled  out  with 
its  beaming  party  for  Redondo  Beach,  which  was 
reached  about  2  p.  ic.  Some  of  the  party  stopped 
off  at  Los  Angeles,  and  they  will  always  hav# 
cause  for  regret  at  missing  the  pleasures  of  Re- 
dondo. The  surf-baths,  the  shark  which  wasdrawa 
ashore  by  the  President  elect,  the  impromptu  danca 
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on  the  $2,000  floor,  the  moonlight  walk  through  the 
beautiful  gardens,  will  long  famish  pleasant 
thoughts. 

The  early  morning  of  Friday,  October  23,  found 
the  party  ready  to  enjoy  the  genial  sunshine  and 
generous  hospitality  of  Pasadena.  Before  break- 
fast was  despatched  the  citizens  were  abroad  with 
fruit  and  flowers  and  bade  a  hearty  welcome  to 
the  tourists.  Carriages  were  in  readiness,  and  a 
pleasant  drive  of  three  hours  through  this  beauti- 
ful city  and  its  suburbs,  out  to  the  Rajrmond  and 
back  through  the  Carr  place,  showed  good  reason 
for  its  popularity.  A  pleasant  little  visit  to  the 
public  library  enabled  the  librarians  to  meet  many 
of  Pasadena's  people  who  were  in  waiting  with 
fruit,  flowers,  smiles,  and  welcome.  Luncheon 
was  served  at  the  Green  Hotel  and  was  followed 
by  appropriate  speeches  from  Mr.  Masters,  Pres. 
Green,  Mr.  Whelpley,  and  others.  With  grateful 
feelings  for  a  very  pleasant  visit,  the  librarians 
proceeded  at  3.30  P.  M.  and  in  an  hour  found 
themselves  in  comfortable  quarters  at  the  West- 
minster Hotel  in  Los  Angeles.  Various  little 
excursion  parties  started  out  before  the  dinner 
hour,  and  visited  the  display  of  fruit,  flowers, 
vegetables,  etc.,  not  to  omit  the  babies  at  the  dis- 
trict fair,  the  Chinese  quarters,  the  churches,  and  a 
part  of  Spanish  town.  To  say  the  entertainment, 
socially,  of  the  A.  L.  A.  here  was  in  the  hands  of 
Miss  Kelso  and  her  able  assistant  Miss  Hasse, 
declares  at  once  its  high  order.  A  very  elegant 
and  cordial  reception  of  the  A.  L.  A.  was  held  in 
the  evening  in  the  handsome  rooms  of  the  public 
library,  where  youth,  beauty,  and  intellect  bade  a 
hearty  welcome  to  this  vigorous  city.  A  late 
hour  found  the  party  wending  their  way  back  to 
the  Westminster, —  the  gentlemen  with  ghosts  of 
bright  eyes  and  echoes  of  silvery  voices  keeping 
company  with  their  reluctantly  returning  steps, 
and  the  young  ladies  wishing  Tempus  wouldn't 
fugit,  and  willing  to  "trade  off"  even  the  "Big 
Four "  for  some  of  the  gallant  gentlemen  who 
seemed  so  concerned  for  their  welfare.  Next 
morning.  Miss  K.  with  her  able  co-adjutants  were 
at  the  hotel  at  an  early  hour,  and  the  librarians 
were  taken  around  to  see  the  city.  Down  the 
wide  avenues  the  party  wended  its  way,  each 
carriage  with  some  fair  or  brave  resident  in  it,  to 
point  out  the  places  of  interest  or  beauty,  or  even 
to  "  give  a  tip  "  on  the  price  of  comer  lots.  The 
wonderful  stories  of  wealth  and  progress,  where 
just  a  few  years  ago  "  the  rank  thistle  nodded  in 
the  wind,'*  were  amazing. 

At  noon,  with  many  regrets,  the  librarians  were 


compelled  to  say  farewell  to  Los  Angeles.  The 
train  rolled  on  during  the  afternoon  through  great 
fields  evidently  earlier  in  the  season  covered  with 
wheat,  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
The  afternoon  was  spent  in  musing  over  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  past  few  days,  the  only  ripple  being 
caused  by  one  of  the  ladies  absent-mindedly  placing 
her  hat  outside  the  window.  It  was  carrkd  away 
on  the  wings  of  the  winds,  or  mayhap  by  the  wisgs 
on  its  side  exerting  themselves  once  more.  At  any 
rate,  it  was  two  days  before  she  saw  it  again.  As 
the  evening  came  on  the  whiff  of  the  seabreexe 
became  more  perceptible,  and  as  the  darkening 
shades  of  night  appeared,  the  broad  expanse  of 
old  ocean  again  spread  its  billows  beside  the 
train,  but  was  soon  shut  out  from  view  by  a  dense 
fog  rolling  in.  At  the  beautiful  Hotel  del  Coro- 
nado  the  party  was  met  by  Miss  Younkin  and  a 
committee  of  San  Diego  citixens,  who  cordially 
welcomed  them  and  extended  the  freedom  of  the 
city.  A  charming  program  of  entertainments 
offered  and  a  badge  of  "  open  sesame  "  were  pre- 
sented to  each  of  the  party,  and  they  again  saw 
that  the  lines  were  falling  to  them  in  pleasant 
places.  In  the  evening  a  number  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  Mizpah  Club  to  "  trip  the  light 
fantastic,"  and  Boston  again  vied  with  Chicago  in 
graceful  movement. 

Sunday,  Oct.  25,  was  undecided  what  kind  of 
weather  to  give  the  tourists,  and  by  turns  furnished 
fog,  smoky  cloudiness,  sharp  winds,  and  finally 
flashed  the  sunlight  over  the  mountains  in  a  warm 
good  night.  The  day  was  variously  spent  by  differ- 
ent persons,  but  by  the  most  part  the  comforts  of 
the  hotel  and  a  good  rest  were  enjojred.  In  the 
afternoon  many  of  San  Diego's  best  people  madtf 
friendly  calls  on  the  librarians.  In  the  evening  a 
party,  under  the  guidance  of  Major  Forney  and 
his  wife,  made  an  underground  tour  of  this  seven 
acres  of  hotel.  Wonder  and  amazement  kept 
step  with  the  company  from  the  time  of  entrance, 
when  the  young  lady  with  an  historical  name, 
insisted  on  tasting  the  beautiful  red  liquid,  much 
to  her  after  regret,  through  the  cooling  rooms, 
through  the  electric  plant  into  the  ice  manufactory, 
where  the  process  was  shown  and  explained,  and 
out  again  on  the  beautifully-lighted  grounds.  The 
next  day  one  party  went  for  a  sail  in  the  yachts  on 
the  bay,  others,  in  the  carriages  placed  at  their 
disposal,  viewed  places  of  interest  in  and  about 
this  enterprising  city,  which  is  fast  turning  from  a 
sleepy  Spanish  town  into  an  American  conunerdal 
centre.  Still  others,  by  the  power  of  the  pretty, 
white  badge,  took  the  train  to  Tia  Juana.    Aside 
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from  the  fact  of  being  in  a  foreign  country  there 
was  little  to  ezdte  interest  or  admiration.  Badges 
were  stamped  at  the  custom  house,  the  cario-shop 
wsis  nearly  emptied,  and  the  gamiloos  darkey  who 
drove  the  coach  over  the  line  recognized  his 
friend  from  "  Injianny."  In  the  evening  a  delight- 
ful reception  of  the  librarians  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Story,  where,  in  addition 
to  many  other  charming  people,  they  were  greeted 
by  the  gifted  poetess,  Mrs.  Rose  H^twick 
Thorpe,  who,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  company, 
recited  her  own  poem,  **  Curfew  shall  not  toll 
tonight." 

Early  on  Tuesday  morning  Riverside  was 
reached,  and  the  citizens  headed  by  Mrs.  Smith, 
the  librarian,  came  aboard  bearing  their  greeting 
in  fresh  fruit  and  flowers.  The  Magnolia  avenve, 
tiie  broad  and  heavily  laden  orange  groves  and 
vineyards,  the  beautiful  views  of  the  mountains 
and  valleys,  as  seen  in  the  pleasant  ride  about  this 
lovely  city,  will  long  linger  in  the  minds  of  the 
tourists.  A  lunch  was  spread  at  the  Glenwood, 
where,  in  the  parlors,  formal  speech-making  pre- 
ceded its  discussion.  Much  surprise  and  com- 
ment were  excited  by  the  peculiar  views  on  the 
education  of  women  and  their  position  in  life, 
drawn  out  from  members  standing  high  in  A.L.  A. 
At  2  p.  M.  the  journey  was  resumed,  and  in 
an  hour  the  party  came  to  Redlands.  Why  a  stop 
of  three  hours  was  arranged  in  this  queer  place  of 
dust,  burros,  and  consumptives  no  fellow  has  yet 
found  out.  Some  efforts  at  amusement  and 
killing  time  were  made  by  one  of  the  young 
women  running  off  with  a  burro,  and  three  others 
eloping  with  the  street-car  driver,  mules  and  all* 

With  the  first  sunshine  of  Wednesday,  Oct.  26, 
the  train  had  reached  The  Needles,  a  small  town 
so  called  from  the  form  of  a  mountain  group  near 
by.  Immediately,  as  if  up  from  the  ground,  came 
a  swarming  crowd  of  wretched-looking  Indian 
squaws  with  rude  clay  pottery  for  sale.  The 
interest  in  these  specimens  of  Poor  Lo  brought 
out  the  inmates  of  the  cars  in  every  stage  of  rob- 
ing, and  as  long  as  the  train  waited  the  barter 
kept  up.  At  every  stop  during  the  day  these 
creatures  appeared,  and  each  time  were  greeted 
with  the  beaming  smiles  and  gleaming  coins  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  party,  who  exchanged  their  "  bits  " 
for  different  specimens  of  animate  as  well  as  inan- 
imate objects,  once  paying  two  "  bits  **  to  see  the 
papooses.  The  way  lay  through  a  sandy  desert, 
bat  towards  evening  the  road  wound  up  into  the 
mountains,  and  the  day  closed  with  magnificent 
views  of  mountain  gorges,  cafions,  valleys,  and 


towering  rocks.  The  tour  across  Arizona,  all 
things  considered,  was  a  very  pleasant  disappoint- 
ment, and  as  the  crowd  gathered  as  usual  in  the 
evening  on  the  "  back  porch  "  of  the  observation 
car,  no  one  felt  it  had  been  tiresome.  Ah,  that 
"  back  porch  I  "  Night  after  night,  as  the  evening 
shadows  fell,  ''by  ones  and  twos  the  company 
came.*'  As  over  and  over  the  bliss  of  that  mem- 
orable and  historical  walk  from  *'Aunt  Dinah's 
Quilting  Party"  was  related,  and  over  and  over  the 
threat  was  made  to  "  Hang  my  Harp  on  a  Weep- 
ing Willow  Tree,"  grasshoppers  became  a  burden 
and  were  barred  oat,  **  electric  sparks  "  were  oys- 
tallized  into  a  study  flame.  Even  the  sarcastic 
disciple  of  Esculapius,  if  it  were  not  fish  day, 
joined  in  declaring  the  reality  of  the  "  Hole  in  the 
Bottom  of  the  Sea."  During  the  day,  this  same 
back  porch  served  as  debating  ground,  resting 
place,  meeting  place,  studio,  and  it  was  said  poetry 
was  inspired  on  that  platform  on  several  occa- 
sions. 

When  the  party  awoke  to  consciousness  on 
Thursday,  they  found  a  decided  change  in  the  tem- 
petature  and  realized  that  they  had  passed  out  of 
the  land  of  flowers  andjsunshine.  The  route  still 
lay  through  the  Indian  country,  and  the  bartering 
was  kept  up  quite  as  vigorously  as  on  the 
previous  day.  The  Indians,  however,  and  their 
dwellings  also,  were  a  decided  improvement  over 
those  seen  before.  The  most  interesting  place 
was  Laguna  where  the  town  and  people  seemed 
to  have  lifted  ihemselves  from  the  adobe  mud 
into  a  better  atmosphere.  Upon  inquiry  it  was 
found  that  many  had  been  at  Carlisle,  Hampton, 
and  other  schools.  At  every  opportunity  a  fresh 
supply  of  pottery  was  laid  in,  and  the  eagerness 
of  the  young  ladies  of  the  party  to  possess  the 
silver  ornaments  of  the  Indians  was  outdone  by 
that  of  the  gentlemen,  who  captured  even  the  pins 
which  held  together  their  unique  attire.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  the  old  town  of  Santa  F^  was 
reached.  Here  the  relic-hunter,  curio-seeker,  and 
sight-seer  had  full  play,  and  the  energy  dis- 
played in  the  pursuit  until  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  would  have  cleared  the  waiting  desks  in 
the  libraries  at  home.  A  visit  was  made  to  the 
Helen  Hunt  Indian  School,  which  was  found 
filled  with  mischievous  boys  and  girls  not  unlike 
their  lighter  brethren.  The  view  from  Fort 
Phillips  was  beautiful,  but  a  drive  over  this  quaint 
old  town  with  its  narrow  streets,  queer  adobe 
houses,  dusky  faces  peering  curiously  from  every 
quarter,  a  foreign  language  heard  everywhere, 
gave  one  the  impression  of  being  in  another  conn- 
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try,  instead  of  under  the  bonny  stars  and  stripes. 
Though  it  is  the  oldest  town  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  far  from  being  an  American  city.  When  the 
train  again  proceeded  on  its  way,  the  cars  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  junk-shop,  and  the 
tales  told  of  bargains  made  would  have  done 
credit  to  an  Uncle  Solomon. 

Friday,  Oct.  30,  began  for  the  tourists  in  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  places  Tisited  on  the  whole  way. 
Las  Vegas  Springs.  The  train  had  stopped  at 
the  side  of  a  small  valley  surrounded  closely  by 
mountains,  and  within  sight  and  sound  of  a  clear 
stream,  the  outlet  of  the  springs.  The  mountains 
were  covered  with  the  evergreens,  between  which 
jutted  out  the  huge,  red  granite  rocks.  On  the 
lower  heights,  as  well  as  in  the  valley,  were  the 
variously-tinted  deciduous  trees,  which  flamed  out 
in  their  autunmal  colors.  A  blue  haze  hung  over 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  but  the  flashing  rays 
of  the  morning  sun  threw  a  golden  radiance  over 
all.  A  beautiful  hotel,  the  Montezuma,  "way  up 
on  the  mountain  "  side,  furnished  a  good  break- 
fast, after  which  the  search  for  curio-shops  began. 
It  was  noticeable  that  the  zeal  was  somewhat 
dampened,  whether  from  the  increase  of  material 
or  decrease  in  the  wherewithal,  but  there  was  an 
interest  in  the  financial  condition  of  one*s  neigh- 
bor, which  had  not  been  observed  before.  After 
witnessing  the  spectacle  of  some  of  the  more  dig- 
nified ladies  of  the  party  trying  to  persuade  a 
burro,  the  party  proceeded  on  its  way. 

A  meeting  was  called  in  the  observation  car  at 
II  ii.  If.,  where  a  lively  discussion,  participated  in 
by  nearly  all,  showed  that  the  spirit  of  business 
was  not  dissipated  by  the  pleasures  indulged  in  for 
the  past  week.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  the  President 
trying  to  keep  his  feet  in  the  swaying  car  and 
order  at  the  same  time,  energetically  waving  an 
Indian  war  club  by  way  of  a  gavel,  surrounded  by 
the  members,  each  anxious  for  his  own  peculiar 
views  to  be  adopted.  The  first  break  in  the  party 
was  made  on  Friday  evening  by  the  departure  of 
Messrs.  Dana  and  Dudley  for  Denver.  These 
two  could  ill  be  spared,  as  they  had  made  them- 
selves particularly  pleasant  and  helpful  on  the 
journey,  the  first  to  all  who  came  in  his  way,  and 
the  last  as  a  member  of  the  Big  Four,  and  in  the 
musical  line. 

Saturday  morning  the  train  wound  its  steady 
way  across  what  evidently  in  some  past  day  had 
been  the  booming  part  of  Kansas,  judging  from 
the  straggling,  deserted  villages  plentifully 
sprinkled  along  the  line.  At  about  2.30  p.  ic. 
Topeka  was  reached,  and  a  roost  satisfactory  stay 


was  made  there.  Through  the  courtesy  of  State 
librarian  Dennis,  Mr.  Wilder,  Librarian  Beer, 
and  other  citizens,  a  delightful  view  of  the  dty 
Washburn  College,  the  Capitol,  the  libraries,  and 
other  points  of  interest  were  obtained.  A  very 
pleasant  reception  was  given  in  the  parlors  of  the 
public  library.  One  of  its  features  was  an  address 
of  welcome  from  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Horton,  of  the 
Kansas  Supreme  Court.  President  Green  re- 
sponded. Dainty  refreshments  were  served  by  a 
collection  of  the  prettiest  girls  seen  on  the  whole 
route.  Over  and  over  again  the  gentlemen  of  the 
party  allowed  themselves  to  be  served,  for  the 
mere  pleasure  of  meeting  again  their  bright  eyes 
and  witching  snules. 

Good-bys  were  finally  said,  and  the  train  was 
soon  on  its  way  to  Kansas  City.  Eastern  Kansas 
wore  a  more  pleasing  aspect,  and  this  last  even- 
ing's ride  was  very  beautiful.  The  road  lay  along 
the  bank  of  the  Kansas  River,  which  seemed  per- 
fectly still,  and  reflected  on  iu  pladd  surface 
the  bordering  trees  in  all  their  autumnal  tints. 
Broad  fields  of  well-kept  forms  lay  on  the  other 
side,  while  over  tiie  cloud  mountains  the  setting 
sun  flooded  the  heaven  with  yellow  and  rose.  It 
was  a  scene  of  delight  long  to  be  remembered. 
Shortly  after  dark  the  train  rolled  into  Kansas 
City,  and  the  cars  were  again  forsaken  for  the 
hotel.  As  the  long  line  of  carriages  wended  its 
way  to  the  Midland,  speculations  were  heard  on 
the  streets  as  to  whether  it  was  a  funeral  or  an 
opera  troupe.  No  social  entertainment  was 
offered  here,  and  the  librarians  spent  the  day  as 
their  individual  inclination  prompted.  A  subdued 
feeling  seemed  to  take  possession  of  them,  the 
shadow  of  the  approaching  end  to  a  very  pleasant 
month.  With  sincere  and  oft-expressed  r^^t 
the  party  on  Sunday  evening  bade  adieu  to  Miss 
Allan  of  the  Omaha  Public  library,  than  whom 
none  brighter  nor  more  earnest  in  purpose  are  in 
the  A.  L.  A.,  and  at  6.00  P.  M.  the  librarians  again 
began  their  homeward  journey,  and  the  early 
morning  found  them  within  the  great  Chicago. 
Who  can  tell  of  Chicago  ?  She  is  incomparable, 
for  there  is  none  like  unto  her ;  no,  not  one  1 

The  librarians  were  met  by  committees  from  the 
Public  Library,  the  Newberry,  and  the  Crerar^ 
and  were  gracefully  and  cordially  entertained  till 
their  departure.  After  finding  pleasant  quarters 
at  the  Auditorium,  the  party  was  taken  to  the 
Public  library,  where  Bfr.  F.  H.  Hild,  High 
Sachem  of  the  Mandarins,  and  librarian  of  Chi^ 
cago,  was  their  genial  host  After  a  pleasant 
hour  with  him,  the  Newberry  Library  wasvisited^ 
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where  a  meeting  was  called  to  attend  .to  some 
unfinished  business.  When  this  was  accomplished 
the  A.  L.  A.  of  1891  was  at  an  end.  After  luncheon 
at  the  Auditorium  the  party  was  driven  in  car- 
riages to  the  Columbian  Exposition  grounds, 
and  a  slight  idea  of  the  monster  "  show  *'  to  be 
held  in  1893  was  obtained.  In  the  evening  an 
informal  reception  was  given  the  librarians  in  the 
parlors  of  the  Auditorium,  and  the  good-bys  of 
many  who  had  formed  warm  attachments  in  the 
trip  across  the  continent,  were  spoken.  At  11 
o'clock  the  best  wishes  of  those  left  behind  went 


with  the  eastern  contingent  as  they  proceeded  on 
their  way. 

[At  Pittsburgh  the  party  were  shown  the  library, 
the  public  green-houses,  the  city  hall,  the  jail,  and 
other  public  places  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  J.  Hol- 
land, and  seven  of  them  had  the  good  fortune  to 
see  the  wonderful  collection  of  butterflies  in  his 
house.  The  troop  gradually  dwindled  as  it  passed 
Philadelphia,  Newark,  New  York,  and  Putnam, 
and  it  was  a  lonely  seven  that  reached  Boston  at 
6  P.  M.,  Nov.  4,  having  traveled  over  9,000  miles 
in  five  weeks  lacking  half  an  hour.] 
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Mr.  Linderfelt's  report,  promised  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Fabyans  Conference,  have  never  been  printed  by  the  Library 
Bureau. 

The  Index  to  Vol.  i6  of  the  Library  journal  is  so  made 
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Extra  copies  will  be  furnished  to  members. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'Stfyjjm  (N 


BUILDING    f 
USE  ONLY   L  J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


